1982
YEAR OF INTERNATIONATL MOBTTT ATTON TOR
SANCTIONS AGATNTT SOUTH AWP TOA

ltrs Chalrman,

The African National Conpress on whose behalf T here nﬁﬁnnr
is hanonred by the invitation to address the world eommmity
through you and the Ceneral Aas-embly of the ™mited Tationms,

You have come together to discuss one of the moat serion and
fateful issues confronting yon, the neonles of Afriea and
partheurlarly my own country South Africa with its eombined
population of 27 million,

The issue of South Africa, the position of the Tack majority

under apartheid :nﬂ_thn ageregaive actions taken by the government
representing the white minority has been before the mited Watioms

for more than one third of a century. On repeated oc-~asions the
world body has condemmed the vicion= syatem of dismerimination
exercised against the Black najority. This Agaembly hns at all

time recogniged the legitimacy of owr strugrle for natiomal VTiheration
from what in effect constbutes a rreial autoerncy vhiech s Aetarmined
to perpetuate a form of colonial op-reanion nnd exninitntiem

which exiets today only in Famibia rmd “euth Afriea,
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I should 1like to take this opportunity tn anrmend the
General Ascembly for decl-ring 1982 a Yenr of Tnternationa?
Mobilimtion for the emforcement of =ametions againmt

South Afripga. Necdlees to say thi~Adecision i= in keenine
with numerous resolutions adopted by the Asremhly in the
past 55 years,

This Assembly has adopted mandatory asanctionn -~painnt
South Africa but the decinive step has nevrr been tnken
however because certain Vectern governnments who nre all{es
of the racist rerime hav~ protected it by uring their

powers of veto in the Security "ouneil,

Thp o~pressed people of South Affica are fully arare

of the uiﬁistpr role being played by the intermntf onal

forces lined up apninst us., The powerful 1= natrial
countries that trade with Couth Afriér rnd ~rovide 1t ith
advanced technology ond equinment have in Aafimee of the
spirit of the United Nations resolutions piven thr vhite
minority of 4 1/2 million neople the cavacity to mild un

the most powerful military machine on the comtinemt of Afrien,

It is this assistonce that emables the amall minority +n Anfy
with impunity the entire Afriean ermtinent nn? intenntimel
community.
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It 18 true that current attitudes adonted by the T4
administration has given the racirt minority a bnnat »f
eonfidence, strengthenins its avowed nim to armduet n +ots?
war on all fronts, encouraged the ruthless invasion of
Mogambinue and Angola and in so doinr contribmted to the

nag.acre of civilians in %Snuthen "nroln,

e call on thic ﬁﬁrld body to put an end to the —nral annmart
and material aid provided by the Testern novern tn the reciert
ninority, thereby enabling 1t to condnet an imdeelnred war
againat indevendent st~tes in Southern *frien,

My organisation representing the majnrity nf tha onrremgaed
Black neople and vhite democratec nprerled for the {rmasitim
of sanctionr asainat the anartheid repime as for haeck anm

the 1950's before ‘e took un arms in our strurcle for Tiheratim,

South Afriea's definnce of vorld opinion and t+he hapking 1+
roeceivea from NATO powere wilj not ston the strur~1~ for
for freeedon and indevendence, ™e shall nnt Tav dowm nrma ymeid

we have destroyed the racist nutoer-cy and the ev{lns af
apartheid,
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It is our considered view that the immosition of mandrtory
sanctions would not only serve to further igolate the
raelsts, but would also help to hnrten the ™ ocea~ nf
revolutionary chnnges and rut an end tn the sanffering sndnred

by our peonle,

We recognize that some sympathetic obrearvera are reinrtwnt

to enforce comprehensive sanctions becrune they mav it

will inflict sufferings on our nenple and neipshb-nring ntnten,
There is a reality in that noint of view: suffering will
£ollow,

Our people however are prepared to melke thim sacrifice,
lloreover an escalation of the war thnt is now being fompht
will bring in its train much greater destructiom, loss of
life and cufferings, Sanctions are an altern~tive tn wor,
Let me rumiﬂd the distingniched renresentatives of momhar
statez that the war is now being fought in Southern Afrien,
that racist army units are now entrenched in “outhemn

Angola ond are posed for action apgainet the Teople's

Republic of Vozambirue in annnort of the an=anllad "oprmbinne

llational Resistence Movement,

The oppoeition to nandatory s~ netions apnears to be motivnted
by economic and str-tepgic econsiderntions, Whnn; wha "t

profits before human suffering, who enerifice 1ife and Tihert
to wealth and pposnerity for the few = thelr investmants poow

be assured in a period of revrlutionary chanpe,
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The “outh African workers have demonatr-ted in the nrat +wn
years their comnlete rejection of industrial enlowr harna,
pase laweg, migrrtory lebour ~nd the network n~ rearrar-{vas
lawe that prevent ue from trking our —or~r vlace In o

developed economy,

FNothins will stop us from eommtinuing the strmpgria for
. dignity, eguality and Tiberty,

As regards the strateric factor the rmecinta hnve for momy
years cxnressed a ﬁii1inﬁnaan to nlnee our enmtrr, itn
ports, airfields and vnad res~urces nt the disnnaal af the
Western powers rnd in particul ~r the Yorth Atlantie "rantw
Organisation, "¢ under~tand the enormnu~ rAventapsas +hrd
military and noval comm-nders foreser in havine mesanpe hnaen
at the tip of Africa and a'onpg the ‘tTmmtiec an? Tndian Ceren
Seabomrds. Tet me hovever rut the auestion 4o thr
distinguished menmbers here asnembled, Wow secmpe Wil +hece
bases be in the event of a gloh~1 eon®lirt ? T hereby
declare ek w1th 211 the eonvietion mm? atrength of onr
movement that the. Tiberation ‘rmy will twrm a wor in which
racit Conth Afrien particir~te int» o eiril war,
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Thie year we are celebrating the 70th Anniveraary of the
African National ﬁnnrrasﬂ, a movement which hns mmttexgone
through many trials,'euff&red persecution at the honda

of the racist minority. Yet in its 70th yvenr, though
proscribed and persecuted, we stand stronger than ever and
firmly united in the knowledge that the overvhelming

majority of owr people, Dlack and white, sunnort our cause,
We shall win our strugrle vhatever the odds arainat na mav he,

We call on the International community to endnrese our nvreal
for commrehensive sactions agrinct the relies of colonialiasm
in Africa, againast a minority egroun which seeks tn nernetu-te
its mnnqpbly of power, wealth, vron~rty and nratipe repgariiena
of the sufferings it inflicts on milliens of v»eoni~ in
Southern Africa,’

We appeal for sunport in the name of human Aipmitv, »acae an?
stability which alone gan ensure social and economie nroprann

for ua all,
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