
ZIMBABWE'S WHITE LIBERALS PRAISED 

WHITE LIBERALS who opposed the Rhodesian 
Front Government of Mr Ian Smith were 

given unusual praise in Salisbury yesterday by a 
member of the Zimbabwe Government 

The Deputy Minister of Lands, Mr Moven 
Mahachi. told a National Unifying Force lunch: 
"The role you played to oppose the regime which 
we were also fighting against was very important. 

'You may not have realised it but we who were 
in the hot front know very well what you were 
doing and what you intended to achieve. 

'Although we used to regard liberals as people 
trying to apply brakes on a fast moving revolution, 
that was not the case here. 

Our revolution was a people's revolution so 
powerful that no force could hold it. Hence we 
sympathised with your stand'. 

Mr Mahachi's unexpected tribute was unusual 
in that in most African countries White liberals 
were barely tolerated by nationalist movements. 

In Rhodesia, however, members of the opposi
tion White parties, the Centre Party and the Rho
desia Party that joined forces later to form the 
National Unifying Party, maintained, wherever 
possible, strong links with the main nationalist 
parties. 

Mr Mahachi told the NUF members: 'You criti
cised the previous regime for its racial policies 
and its brutal behaviour. You tried to persuade 
them to see reason and the need for change. 
That action you took was marginal in a way but 
very important to some of us'. 

— Cape Times, 15/1/81 
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