
Dakar Press Statement
WEmel with representatives of
the ANC in Dakar because of our
deep concern at the escalating vio
lence and a drilt toward sauthonta
rianism in South Africa.

The conferen ce in Dakar was
planned by lDASA but the group
conseo of people from many walk$
of life, including academia, teachen,
pofitJdans, churchmen, lumen,
architects, lawyers . writers, arusts,
journalists, stud en ts and business
tren, Most but not all, are Afrik.Jnen.
What unites us is ou r total rejection
of ap.mheid and minority domina
tion and our commitment to a multi
party , non-racial democracy.

We never imagined that we could
negotiate with the ANC. We donor
have the power, nor do we have a
mandate to do so. Wedid no! tTy to
speak on anyone's behalf excepting
our own. Indeed, we differed among
ourselves on many key Issues. What
we do share, howevt'f, isacommon
belief that serious discussions with
the ANC must form part of the search
tor the resolution 01 wnnict and the
transition toward s a peaceful and
just future.

We believe that as a resuk of our
conference In Dakar, we have de
monstrated that such discussions
ca n take place and that the y can be
co nstructive. We ho pe that what
began in Dakar will continue inside
and outside of South Africa and will
t'\Ientually Invol'o'e the South African
government itse lf.

In our discussions, we /ound it
WillS possible for South A/ricans, who
are in many willys /ar apart, to have
frank and cordial e~changeson 0\.Idal
issues /acing our country. Weagreed
that we are all South A/rkans, that

As the offlclal news bulletin of
IDASA this publication "";11appearon a
bi-monthly basis. ltwi ll be mailed,free
ofcharge, to all ou rdonors,i1ssoOate

weshare one cou ntry with ill wmmon
history and iI common destiny and
that our commitment WillS to work
toWards a non-radald~which
offers ho pe and opportunity /or all.

In fild, there weremany differences
between ourselves and the ANC,
particularly in te rms of strategies
towards change. Amongst the issues
addressed and explored were the
/ollowing:

• The ANC's historical commitment
to the armed strugg le as a response
to Slate repression;
• The dangers posed by the prcll
teration of uncontrolled political
violence /rom wha tever source;
• The problem 0/ White fears and
Afrikaner cultural and language
concern;
• The §erious obstacles to national
unity as a ccrseqceoce at entrenched
ethnic, raci al, economic and id eo
logical c1eavilges;
• The importance of ill Bill o/ Rights ,
an independent judictalY and a multi
ple party system to safeguard human
and civil righlS and to ensure a future
political democracy;
• The ne ed fo r dis tribu tive justice,
the redistribut io n of wealth and
co ncre te ly righting the historical
injustkes which have scarred our
nat ion;

• The jmportence of economic growth
as a determinant in planning a truly
liberated economy.

We did nOl expect to fi nd consen
sus o n all these issues, nor did we.
But the importance of these d is
cussions cannot be undererstimated.

We realised /rom the beginning
that this initiali\te would be misunder
stood by many. Also !hilt the pern
ment would be h ighly critical and
that o ur objectives would be mis
represented by some of the South
African media. However our con-

members and OU f entire m.liling llst.
Copies will also be avaita bte fro m
our niltionill and reg iona l offices .

This first issue focusses on news
about recent JDASA a<.1ivilies,stdffing
and pertinent issues re lated to the
Dakar delegation. The next (bumper)
is\.Ue will be devo ted to /u ll coverase
of the Dakar encovmer. Don't rntss
it. Should you want to re ce ive it.and
further co pies, kind ly send your
name, full addre ss and te lep hone
number to the nationaloffice address
reflected below. Given that ou r mail
inKlist is growing to a"ceiling-Ievel",

cern for our country, Iaclng as it does
a grave politica l crisis, outweighs
the risks involved . We firmly believe
tha t It is our duty and that of every
concerned South African to explore
every possibility to find a way OUI
o f the ever-deepening con/lid in
o ur country,

f inally, wewere greillly encouraged
by the enthusiastic and warm recep
tion we re ceived from the Pre§idenl
and government of Senegal, Presf
dent Diours wekome iIInd encourage
ment iI1ustrillte the readiness 01 Blad
Africa to Assisl: Blade and White South
Africans in lheir common sea rch fo r
a non-racial democratic alternative
to the system o f apartheid.

In the same way the support given
by Madame DaniellI' Milterand, the
wile of the President of france,
demonstra tes the ea gerness o f the
internilltional community to assist
in moving South A/rica away from
the abyss of violence.

The fad tha I the ANC was pre
pared to meet with a group of p re
dominantly White Afrikaners is also
a cause fo r hope. The prevail ing
myth is that the AN<: i1nd the Afrika
ners are sworn enemies and can
never meet except in wnnid and on
the battle fie ld.

We have experienced an open
ness and ill read iness to talk and this
will redouble our efforts towards a
negotiated settlement rather than
the inevitability of inconclusive and
esCillating violence.

FURTHER TRAVEl IN AfRICA
following the conference in Dakar,
the majority of panicipants visited
Burk ina Passe and Ghillnill. OlKe
again, we were struck by the war m
reception we rece ived fro m the
Presi dents 0/ tho se countries and
the wide cross-section o f people
we met during our stay.

it is adv isable to get o nto it whi le
the re is still space .

Please no te that any letters to the
editor, intended /or pu blication, are
most welcome. The y should be ad
dressed 10 the edi to r at o ur national
o ff ice , l Penzance Road, Mowbray,
7700. We trust you will find this bulle
tin in fo rma tive. We launch it in the
hope that we ca n publish - sooner
than later - the ne ws about a new
d awn in SA, that isa dawn heral ding
iI non-racial, fully democratic society
for all!

The Editor



NEW VOORTREKKERS_

em. lkI"ine ~n<l SI.bber! with B"'yren Breyrenb..,h and rhe P'elid..nl 01 Bu,li""
F."o _ Thoma, Sanla••

•

9. Proceed ing fro m rhe co mmon
basis thar there isan urgent neces
sity 10 realiloe th.. goal of a non
racial de mocracy, participants
agreed that they ~II have ~nob
ligation to aCI fo r the ac hieve
me nt of thi s o bject ive. They
accepted that different strategies
.....st be used inaa:ordanc.. with
the possibilities availa ble to the
var ious forces o pposed to the
sY""'" 01 ~panheid . They aa:epI
ed thai in itsconduet, thisstnJgg!e
musl assist in the furtherance
bolh 01 democratic pr~aice and
in the building of a n~t ionof all
South Africa, Black and White .

10. II was accepted between the
two deleg.atiom that furthe< cce
l.Kt! 01 this nature were~ry.

Equally, it waS importa nl that
such co ntacts sho uld invo lve
more and wide. sect;ons of the
South Africa n people in order
to d ispel misunderstanding and
fe~ r ~ nd to re inforce Ihe broad
d..moCla tic movement.

11, Ccotereece expressed prolound
appreciation to his exc.. llt<ncy
Preside nt Abdo u Dio uf , the
government and people 01 Sene
gal, fo r the w~rm welcome e x
tended to the delegates as well
as the as!iSl;lnce afforded to them
to ..nsure the wecess of the con
ference. It fu rther exp.",sed
g'~titude to Madame Danielle
Mittetrand for he. assistance in
organising Ihe co nfe rence and
ext..nded th~nks 10 all other
goyernmenlS aod individuals who
contribu ted material . esourcE'S
to make the conferenee possible,

J

~II ~
a unity of pur pose a, ising from
a shared commitmt< nl towards
t he ' e moval of the ~ par1 he id

syst e m and the building o f a
united , democratic and ~ non
r.cia l South Africa.

7. The group I;'tened to and closely
qUE'Stioned the perspecuves.
goals, str ategy ~nd t~clics of Ihe
ANC. The main ~",asof concem

arose over Ihe ANC's resolve to
maintain and intensify the ~rmed

struggle. While the group accept
the hisloriu l reality of the ~rmed

m uggle, although t 'lOt all could
support it. they w", re deeply
conce rned over Ihe prolifer~ 

tion of uncontrolled violence.
Howeve•• • 11 pa rticipants recog
nised that the source of violence
in South Africa de.ives fro m the
fact that the use of force ;. lunda
men t~ 1 to the ex iSie nce and
pract ise of raci~l domin~ tion.

The group deVt'ioped an under
standing of the oonditions which
h~ ve gene raled a widespr ..ad
revo lt of the Btack people and
the deep resolve of Ihe ANC.

8. Conference una nimo usly ex
pressed p refe renee fo. a nego
liated . eso lu tio n of the Sou th
African questlon. Parlicipan ts
recognised th~t the ~ It;tude of
thos.. in pow..r in Soulh Africa
is the principle obstacleto pro
g"'" ;n this rega rd. It wasfurther
~a:epled that theufKonditional
re lealoe of all po litica l prisoners
and the unba nning of o ' g,m ;..
Ii"", ;. a funda me ntal p<erequi 
si te for such nego tiatioos to take
place.

1. A wnference <J<&olnisedbylDASA
look place in Dakar, Senegal,
from 9 to 12 July 1987. Part id o
pant. were made upof 61 Sou th
Africans of which the majority
wNe Afrikaans·'pea king per
"'''\ who had come from South
Africa.od a 17 person delega
tion f,om the ANC.

2, His E:ccellency Pr...ident Abdou
0t0uI. _ Icoml.-d the partkipanll
and gave the m.... c..ptional h",
pitality.

3. The p,midp,mts from SotJth
Alrica look pa rt in theirindividual
Qp¥iriel. They .......ed a corroron
commitme-n ' of having rejected
both ,he ideology and practice
of the a""f1h eid system. The y
we re drawn from theaudemic,
profes,ional, cuku••l, religiou,
and bu.;""" field•.

4. "'ltho<Jgh the group rep~nled
no organi,ed formation wit hin
South .-.t.iea. ,he ir ptace wnhln
particularly the AfrikaanHpea k.
ingcommu nities and the /actlha!
that they were I1"I€'eting wi th the
ANC. mvested the conference
with ~n overwhelming ~trTlOS

phe ,e th~ t this was pa rt of the
process of the SoUlh Af ric~ n

people making history, In simiLa r
manner. the in te rna tional com
munity focussed its ~nenlion

on the confe rence. Participants
could noc but be aware that some
01 the ~dheren" of apa rthe id
regarded the pa,ticip.l1ion of
the g'oup as an act of be1f~ y~ l ,

not only 10 the ~ partheid state,
but also to the communit y of
Afr i k~ne.dom.

5. The ccore-eece was organised
aro und four princi pa l topics:
(a) Strategies for bfinging about

fundamental m.nge in South
Af.ica;

(b) The building of national
unity;

Icl Pe~pect ives with regerd to
the ~ruetures of the govern
ment of a free Sout h Africa;,,'(dl The economy of ~libewed

Sout h Africa.
l>. The d iscussions took place in

an a tmosphele of cordia lilY ~nd

Dakar
Communique


