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security or. to be more accurate, a move 
away from the notion (hat security is only 
state-centnc Threats lo secuntv could come 
in Ihe form of poverty- injustice and oppres
sion Territorial integrity was but one aspect 
of state security, albeit an important one. 

Another problem with covert operations 
is that often they arv started neath* but soon 
gain their own messy momentum. Their 
existence can (ustify their need to exist 

After the end of the Cold War all secret 
services had to readjust - the angst at having 
an enemy is always only slightly greater 
than the angst at not having one. 

Who is the enemy now? One has existing 
structures, therefore there must be an enemy 
Make one-

This logic is far from ludicrous. Urge por
tions of any country's security service 
depend on a threat to keep their jobs- It 
becomes tempting to manufacture one, or at 
least to exaggerate the existing one This 
threat becomes hard to assess in the sober 
light of day because of the secrecy which 
surrounds it and immediately one is back in 
what seems to be ihe perpetual circle that is 
part of covert operations 

"Necessary murder" was how WH Auden 
described the Spanish Civil War Poets don't 
make good securocrats, this is true, and 
romantics should be kept far from the levers 
of power 

But, allowing that covert operations are 
necessary what can be done to preserve the 
new South Africa from the excesses and 
aberrations such operations seem to trail in 
their wake? 

Differences of definition and framework 
aside, there was all-round agreement at the 
conference on one issue without a healthv 
political culture all will fail. The character 
that covert operations take in a society is 
shaped by the political philosophy of a 
handful of individuals. Enormous trust is 
placed in them and the process of their selec
tion is of the utmost importance* The next 
conference on covert operations needs to 
deal with this issue. 

The conference, sponsored by the 
Naumann Foundation, was organised in 
conjunction with Lawyers for Human 
Rights, the Centre (or Human Rights at the 
University of Pretoria, the Military Research 
Group and the Human Sciences Research 
Council 

Loureru Ackrr tnann 1% j freclince journalist 
bflfced in Johannesburg. 

Any Smileys out there? 

CAN one speak of ethics in relation to 
covert operations? They seem in 
opposition. The covert involves con

cepts like 'plausible denial"; the ethical 
is truthful - "transparent" in the political 
jargon. 

Whatever they may be in fact, fictional 
spies and spy stories continue 
to fascinate Urge numbers of 
readers When they emanate 
from a corrupt system like 
apartheid, however, such tales 
are often one-dimensional, the 
intrigue centred around the 
lengths to which some will go 
in order to stay in power 

In the democracy that we are 
inching towards the tales - and 
the issues, ethical or otherwise 
- become mow complex. Good 
people may be doing bad 
things for a good cause. 
According to the Afrikaner 
Vryheidstigting's Can,'! Boshoff 
junior, it is not the morality of 
covert operations but the 
morality of the state protected 
by them thai is the issue. 

Annette Seegers (University 
of Cape Town) asserted in her 
address on "Ethics and Covert 
Operations" that Ihe covert 
operatives of thi> world are a homeless 
species, hunted by the enemy, rejected by 
their own The result is a sub-culture in which 
thev dubbishlv gather together tor support 

The Hammer Unit which was active in the 
Eastern Cape is a case in pomt. Sam Sole of 
The Sunday Tribune, who spoke on "The 
Hammer Unit and the Coniwe Murders", 
characterised the unit as an "old boys' dub" 
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whose members looked out for each other, 
Irving in their own world according to their 
own rules. 

This is the world of the circular argument 
The national security ol the state is under 
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threat. What is the national security? We 
can't tdl you or it would not be secure. 

The conference tisell was an example o! 
this conundrum Those who know, like for* 
mer police captain Dirk Coetzer, an invited 

MORALITY: Cart! Bexhoff }tir. 

speaker did not pitch up. Others will not 
come forward The speculation of the igno
rant must continue as best it can. 

Much of the time covert operations art 
run by ideologues and executed by thugs. 
Sometimes, but rarely one has a good 
person doing a thankless job. Such is spy 
wntcr John \e Carres George Struiev South 
Africa has had more than its share of thugs 
and Red-under-every-bed ideologues 
Are there any Smileys out there willing to do 
thepb? 
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left) and disaffected individuals. Its compo
sition may be nebulous, but its consciences 
are cruelly specific. It has claimed thousands 
of lives. Is there A pattern to the killings? Yes, 
says the Human Rights Commission's Max 
Coleman. He says they are part of a strategy 
of internal deslabilisation, a covert operation 
of unprecedented proportions that has left 
12 000 dead and 20 000 injured. 

Ninety percent ol the violence in South 
Africa is in Natal and the East Rand. Ninety* 
percent of the violence in the East Rand is in 

Kathlehong or Tokhoza. It is that focused 
Flare-ups have coincided with break

throughs in negotiations: the Pretoria 
Minute saw TO people dead in August l*Wft 
figures dropped until the referendum in 
March 1992 - 437 dead; the toll then dimin
ished but rose sharply with the announce
ment of an election date in Julv this year 

How does one close the gap between the 
legal standard of proof beyond a reasonable 
doubt and the ongoing reality of murder in 
the toWMWpS? John Carlin, correspondent 
for the British newspaper, The Independent 
said there is "circumstantial evidence thai by 
sheer weighl turns into proof. 
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