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A new vision from Dakar
DEMOCRACY

IN ACTION
ld8u'. goals are:

• To promot e the d l ve lo p
men! of • ~ralk: cul
ture In South AfricII

• To .cIdntss '-. Pfeludk::e,
MQM and other otmackts
In the nns/tion to • rooo
rKi8l demoa llCy in South.-

• To eng a ge In ll Ul nt l. '
groups and Ind i v idua l.
who mIIy be out. 'det"1 to
the ~ltkwl process

• To provide. wtIe1l.,... po$""

albie, Information on criti
car I••u•• and 10 I ll:plore
-eye of addr...ln; these

• To facil itate dlte:uu lon of
conlltutlonal I nd develop
menial I••u•• relevant to
Southern Africa

• To ... Ist and encourage
others 10 contribute to the
attainment ol lnes. goall
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Op;nions UXP'll6Md in Democracy in
Action are no! _ily IIlOH oI ldasa

A FEW w....k••S... V. n Zyl S1.bbm,
8""'.... !In!ytnlNch and I~ Dou r ,n
~I t.. I"... <loY"- n... woo "'" our fiN
risi~ In 1987 _ 1..:1~I. IIrgr &""'f'
01 .....inIy wloilo- A 1II'n 10 "'"'" willo by
_""" 0I 1~ 1 1 ",-"""h~~ 0/ Ih
AIriaJoS.....,~

A. 1M Air Afriqu~ pl........ d~ ..nc~
agoi" at Dow aitpo>rt, Ih< Wit II"" id <ami'

crowd"" bad. II w•• -r _ ,.,.......,.
Ibm. We load.. 1 otd wl\at 0C>tI 01 ""'"I'"
Ii<-. _ would , Ih< a'tdro. 01
dw: A'I;C and Ihr>r ~ns wouIcI
•.,.,el I.. ~.ch <lt h• •. WoIlld 110. IIlH hn S
a plodco oUtoT • r- .........nd~ III d......
....1C<'fIaoillly IhnYwoo, w..."...., and """
.n UftNSO' 10 tr.gi" wilh. Tlwr< w.. ""J"
Oon.I""dl!a&lMOll w..~. flut .n.:. .
whi)<I"" _haJI3ft bo.;o_ lar~~
focusi", on "'" whol< 'l""""" 01 \'ioIeno:<, •
fulu •• lI'<..n,,,,, y I", I ....w Sou lh Af" c. ,
hum. ,. riSht. . nd prul<'Clion 0/ individu.1
rigllto in . """ ronsl ilulion.

It miShl w.U b<- " gUN 110,1 [dos. w..
"",,";voo in Sou lh Afric. but w., in a v"'J'
.....[ ........bom in 0...,.Sffi<gdL

So mu rh h.d h'pP"nN in Sou th Af'i"
'in"" the 1'Iti1 vl.il, and f\llW we W<'W bark
in Dou r which h.d Kh·. n u. lhe opportu·
nily to f.cilit. I•• m""'ing WhICh, ,n many
w'y', w.. til<b<ginning 01 the . h,ft tow. rds
negotiat ion p<>Iilin.

We w""' lbe g_ <>l llw Depan"""'t ol
For<ign Aff.i,. .nd th ....ug h""t our briri
....y _ trNh'd _10 VHI «-ol!fty, ,&<n_
<roWIy . nd w.rmIh, n... ...... with ""-'oidenl
Abdou Oiouf ","lid' out I' w -ms
which laot<d OM .r>d I ha l/ hou nd _
" Ik<'d litsI 01 "'" f'ftI'd whocfI be load ht/p<d
to wf"'M ibl< in 1'187. w< t1iMd th.
d d op.....,. wht<h had ..k piau in
kl-. w.. 'f'"'l ...... m S''''.S uftder·
~ 01 wNl had and w.~ pIact'
in South Amca. Ii< w.. dftpIymt<rnltd.
~ f~andW.. . ..~
irlllw pywd by Iol' o.r KJorl oo Iw woo
in tt... ~ playood by Iolr MondN.

Whnl _ IfikI hi'" I"'" _ Nd corn<' 10
np!<w I~ pooo<btItty 01 oett>.& up ........
[n..iN I. /or De..-.acy ,n Alnca h. was
i..."..,J..,tdy~ IIId pIedg<d .... IOtllm_

Aher..... "'"'""'l'; I"" w.y w"'cJeaMi ror
... II> _ ' abUWl"'~ la'"Yft"> polot>
cian••nd acadrmio. Wilh _II gTOUp wr
....... ..... w id thorn 0/ ....r horn 10< . n i",li·
IUl~ which could b< hoM'<! in Snl~.t bul
would "'TV. I"" wool< '" Afnc•. W. sI~
lun• • oo h......~ain lMl f,,,..n in<tilul. such
., w. <nv;",~od to b< ,u~fut II Md to bo
lot. lly ind el"'nd,' nl of th. gov. rnment of
Srnog<l l. "f p', I;ti,,1 f"' n"",.nd would hav.
10 ""joy wid. supporl - not .. nly from the
Sen<plow bul fr"m 'Il the P""J'le of Afnca,

We e, pl. in«l th, t til. in,Hlu t~ wou ld
ha~ ......1I .11d Jean~nal '''If. that

il wou ld h. v. 10 h.v. an i.fra, truetu,"
,,'hic~ would,.,..1>1< il to hool w<Jrhhol".
.....~ . nd 'n.... 1onrsi"S: Oft lbe
IIINlIing oI acy. "'" only in C<IftlohIU-
Iiort.lI tv! .. it .fI<d<d '""""Y ...... of
hf<. We dncrihed dw poseibllily of dMn·
~ - . p....... 'f'O"d"'8 h"'" ..
tt... i....IIUl<. of~ ton" ", from many
JWb 01 AInca and ....... be,vood.. lhat thosor
who COIOI< W<JIaId ..,. oNy lor~ but
oloo 1""'" i...... bu!NU<t.b, polihcia....
you-s .IId old w.....- dan<f to _
lha l Wt' h.d hopn 110... Ih~ In tIl.., for
~acy in Alna could pLoy f"'rI
in~ duwft dw waD which~
Soulh Afnao from IIw rnI 01 Amea 10 lIw
mlllUoll adv-.01both.

But why~. Firstly boca....~I

in~ OWl:...t history hatdoemon>tr. h'd I com
milmo1lllO' form of democracy in """'&
<onlra Ol 10 "''''I ..'ho. pa rto of Africa .
Sowndly ....' .....,. .,~ in 1987 g.v.
"-' 110. id.a Ihat 5<n"8.1 .... y wen b< Ihr
ideal p\ac< for . uch I n in;tiluh:, Thirdly and
f""haps """" import. ntly. just off t"" maln
I.u\J 0/ !>aur I" .. Ill< i'land of Gom',

IN1987w.vi. il<'<! the , I, ve /Iou.. ""
Go,.,.. I' land wh"", . ppro' i"'aM y 40 ,,:,\1
lion vict ,m, w. .. held b<>/o... being c.rriO<!
. w. y from thri r """"'land during lhe lllh to
th. 19th c.,.tu" n . SIX m, lIion d;N f ....m
hard.hiro.nd cTU<! t....t"""'t

WII.oI boll.. pUc< to foulld .n [nstitute' I<>r
Demo<"'acy wh ICh would . "'ph..,,.. 110.
unique' worth 01 t"" i<idividual.IId t"" ab><>
h, t. importl"« 01 fu"d .m~nl. 1 lou"'..-We wiD <:0«_ 10 npIor< dw f"'S"ibtIi-
lin 01 ""'ridi", _10 ,ninslttul• . Already
~I Diou/ and Macb_ 'o4,"".nd 01
Fr-.. hasT~ 10 _ as patrons and
_ will he insilin& oth<r 1Nd"" figur<s 10
do 1M .......' w,. will . Iso ...... 10 sft up'
boon!0I1~ )l) 10 ll>In-. and
;os .... dioaN tlI>o pn:>;oct wiI~ poopIr who
could ....... uwfuIIr .. ouch • board. d will
~ d<at 0$ 10 whod".... 01' "'" oudI Oft

i".lilul. is both dftirabl• • nd possibl<.
SbouId _ k<JO"'I JlfU8m". _ wiIIl!>o'n....v. to 1M N'I( ,,,fr••tructu..,.
finanOOI~ and'F'f"'U'b"I<RIol.wl.
~ ,,<>Wmtoer, ........aI01 ... ........ """"

irmlt'd 10 Mlftid I <:o«~ Oft demo<Ta<y
whit h is 10 he hrId in o.u, . r>d dll'legat<>
will b< coming from .....ny I"'rb 0/ A!ric.
This willgi furlher opportunily 10 lest
0111tM id .

Hi' lory will d...mni... whether or not the
""""ing in o..u r in 19!17 Md .ny 'nlluen<r
whaloo<l. wr ,n the new cl ..p'·....IK"'!II :':"'th
Africa today, Only lim . will tell a. to
whN h.r or nut it will l>e po" ible al'" 1"
beg'n ' n In"'itulO fC>t O<mncracy in Alrka.

- Al~l Betaine
Executtve Director


