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The SAse is in the urtenviable position of having to be the fint. as

well as thl' most visible a nd audible, itgency to define a plan fO(

implementing the principle of equity of 11 offieiallang u<1ges.
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w/Jf1.... langwge I1l!hl> ~i\" to be treated In •
l""'sIw mant1<1 Of who:tht.-r thl."}' are ttl be
10..... more ..""""Iy arK! proactl.....ly. TIll , I'
I/u' prilNry dl iemmo of t h~ SAIlC.

1tJI' Il'«Ind i""" II 1;><..,., ",Iat ,,,, 10 Ihe l OCI
th&! poloey h not =l tn ,tone and HId'
ct\'dIWe polky mal;e" undemand tllat II
I)I'C<I'Ilodl.,nge a, ><Jtial ':m,d ilkJm "hange.
On the OOe hand, the lot...r:lm Con,titutkJn
,,",y .Iter in the near future_an d langua'l"
dau"'" may change acrortIl ngly, In addition,
til< lndepet>denillroaoka. h ng AUlOOll1y M '
yeI 10 d<iennine I~ lartguage polk,),.

Co"'equently, ."ySA6C lallJl:U<'go polICY
""""lated n OW Will h ...... to be dynamic a nd
I\I:xlble.

1tJI'publiCfu""" around Ihe p""""ive<J

threat'" AlrIkdarn rev"'....." .n••pt\'1 01 t he
third "sue tal'l ng Ih. SAIIC, namoly. the
hl.wrtcal and un"'! ....1tel.tlonshlp bet......,
,>,trtkaan;, Englhh . nd the olher S" .nh
Afrjcanla~,

An bt"'P",able telatkJn"'lp ha, been
nurtured <Wer tho ye." betwt'eTl Afrikaans.
the ldentit)' of lhe ","l and I" cultu", by the
~ V'n Atrlkaan.. Kul' u"""",njginge
and the Afrlkaa n.. Akadtm le vlr W"'enw.p
... KY"-', More =-enlly. the 'il iJItIn.g vir
lIrk1l<lt-m,o Mrlkaan. ha' trit'dlu bTing a
new mot. ind usive dimon,l"" 10 thi,
<,=,.

1'11e net """II I' ,h.t .1"""'"lfuJ lobby
bKked by larl«' A"ikaon>-<>WTled cl><Jl<lrdt lom
II.- brm ...tabli, hed 10 p«>t...t the prlvlleged
positlan of Ahikaam Thl> Iobhy tun.t. ..,." on
• ..wnbe> 01IevclI tn I""""'i". the SAlIC
bo;ud Firstly. It "'" a" hi<toIiGIl grtp Within
the InneJ oaoctum of Auckland Pa rI:. In tmll,
o! the roml''''.itkm 01 , ' aff . nd ..I>Irot
languogrpolicy. Se<:ondly, U", lInand . 1
millllt of od,...th en t'p\nng Into the
Afrl..... n Hpraking tndrk"'. '10 ~"'ty to lhe
"""'-"rapped SA6C, cannot be dilCOUll1<'d
ond i! a<l:nowll."dged by boatd member
Fartmo M...,. ll'irdl y, th l, lobby h., a mple
"""", to Ih. pMnt media and has , ,,,,,,",'tully
drummed up ma",jw p"'" ""mpoj~, '0
p""""", tll~ ",,,-,,Ion of Alnk..m.

For .".",os of 1l;'torKal lneq~ily. Ihe'" I,
noeffecflve lobby rev.......t1ng eit"'" lnili
vtduaUy or col lr<tlwly the Afrtcan language>
lnd they eenO-ln ly do no' have .n)' Unantialf)'
pt>wnful biod ' e " ei,h er , At tlli, point t hey
on ly Ila... the I.ngoag. d a""" 10 ,he Co n>tl
lulion ""h;ch ltIdy u ltimately prow to "" 1<.,
..... l:Jy ' ymboll< ' 0 effect gemJim' eq u.ily.
Wlthoo l a clear lar1gua~ pldn 10 " fkoclan
...... ,ed "atll.' fo<Afrk.tn lartgllilgt.'1, It 1<
UX.ly that only Up ",,,ire ..ill be po ld to
..tobl im ing eqUity for th.... lallgua)l C', SI"""
'-he Atnkaan, lobby "'" don~ UtI!<- to co,,"
Mrkan language> Int."", grouP' In ot<lrr to
Ihore up "-">I,u nCl' '0 the growing domin ' ''';e
of i'zlglJ.... It I. unll l«'l)' Ihal lhe", Will bo.

>lrong"""'Igh lobby "'P"""nting Afrlcan
languages 'n in,"'t on equily fur t.....

""-

Th. ron"","""'" i. that AInUiln, Ilo
unJoubtedly going to """ ground acto>; all
.....""...t Sout h. Afr!clIn iiI<, not ... nno.-ll
beo;au.. of th.,;.. in ' '-'tlJre of Alrf<2n lang.
uage> bu l b<cau".ol ,he more in tdfll(lblt waY'
in which English i"m ,he ."'ell' . Wh>t ew<
the langoage f"~ i<:y ""'tt'rnen" " f t heSABC, In
prac<lce of Ian_ me will Mlec1 t he I""""
dynarn ic> operating 0"""'l1 our IangUJl/'-'" In
t'" Wider COOleU of t ll• •u mtzy.

In"" t he th ird 1;><1Ot in tht> unllaM
language rela tJon>hip l< the ulll"n""ted
10J<it lon of Engll"'. While &WIsh d"", not
ha''e a vj ' i t:>ly organised IOOby [>01 "'" I"
mternatlonal p"'il lon ha, made II JIO''>lble IOf
• oumber of popular mhcon<eptlo". ttl ta....
ront about t h l< la n J(Uol# In Soot h Alti" a,
Th..... ",la... 10 the bellef tllal ""'" South
~ hl.-.n, und<"td r>d English. or thai EngU,h l<
widely ,,,,,d as a lingua tla""a, [)j""""",

dunng lhe "'-1I<"laUeru! It Kempton Pa,k did,
.nd now in parliament 00.-.. Ia'goly ,a ~e

pl.". In Eng ll'h. Thl, eneat'" 'n Imp"""""
that Engll,h I' a vW>Ielanguagt !Of
..l<le>prea<lcoolmunlcaticm.

n ' l·!II If' nt.,t il'lw ! f'(lSitiOIl llf

j'''Xlidl !I,n "",,I.. i l /'f1.Hlllle
fll f , I ItUmllf'f 'Jf/"1",I(/f m isum
Ceptl,," ., 1, lm.d ti ,/} IIWg".lgf' in
.'Nm/l ll\ f rk ll ttl ,"kt' mot. nl('~f

rei,,/(' III d Ie belief tllllt /IIm l
SOll tll Afrlw 1l.\ ",,,/en'mld

f llS' I.\II , ' If IIIl" Erlxlb/l II
w;,ld r IlI rd .1.\ e /I"S"" fnJIIC<l.

1'11...... mt"""'.....pti"'" haw bee.. "'Oected
by =1 comment emerging from the SABc.
For Imta'!<,r . ,he SAElC "'" cun_ ,ed a
....rve y o n laogu age u<e wh k h sugg..." lhat
h9 pen...nt o! 'Ioutll Afrl"an, ".n un<kNan d
(,ngII>h. Whli~ It I. po<slbl. th. t 69 pen....nt of
people 01')' haw very Ilnut.'II a"d rudl n>en_
"'-ty <ot ial languag. , ldll. In IJ1~I"h . otl ly :H
to .w petCl'n l h.......ufflclent f.llllll'h Iort~
>lJ1f, tomak~ ""'". of """" t>m:>dca,,, .nd
polttlcl! debat... In EngI;,h , mer\-' I, ~ vast
d lffe",t\CI' bo1wrm being a ble til undent.rlll
and ultet a tew perfunctory gr""'inll' In •
langu age and hI."lng a bl, '0 eng.ge in • more
mmplox ,..,.,',..r>atlo n

Whm t he MIIC" W~-n" lIl lialltt"-' .rgon

th.t the lanllUdl\"of politi... in the roUttlf}/ "
fngllsh and IIla " e l"""lOJl debat... o n poil U.
cal j """, thetelr"" UaV<' 10 bo In E"l1I1'h , h. i ,
both cone<-ta nd irlCOr.-..:l. H. b trlll'cting
popul.r thl nl:.ing aoout Ihe n >le of Englbh,
Political di ll-out<e ame ng the lea<.kn <loo>'>
"'-ke plllCl' In £o gll. h , No amoont o! .ng"
hom ,he Afrj"""m IOOby will <h .nge Ih l,. Bul
a, lea,t 60 to 65 lX'f«.1lt of the populatlon
cannot un<k1'>tand this dl"....,," In Engli!h,

So .he '-I"","on lk'l." ""-". who i< the SAOC',
owiie""'? li lt b t he enllO' populatlon. ,h.
prn.~Ion' around the rommu nkability of
f.nglfYt n""'" to he """'"00,

The e....rt pro.:.... of lotmula ti l1,ll. a la,IjlUdJ!'
1>011<')' Withi n l h. SABC 10..1, beffi to w Ofk wlth
the prlnelp l... oullmed In the Interim Con'1/
tutlon. In ad rillinn. It ha, """,I~ 01""" Ih.n
~ ';(I() subm".ion, ' ro m Ih. puWc o n lhe
mall...1ll1.dly. there ha' lk'<'n a d<-mo<:ntk
Internal procru of dell be>otlon amnnK the
>taff. Fourthly. t he boord ha' had to contorlll
..Ith Ihe lobby atoood Ah ikaan, . n d , lastly, If
tta, beffi In Ouenced by t he mo", <0...."
p""'u O' te'...."'" In glish.

n", dran Iangua.o;e poI l<y of the SAIIC
It<'Olln i'''' the 1oI10wlng peiOOp",""

_ Ihal the poIl<y I, an Int,rlm rx",:
_ Iha, tho", ha, '0 be a rom minoen , tn the

equity of languall<'"
_ that Ihe II offI<.ial l. 'W"'ge> will be trea·

'ed with dU<-' regard to larm.... in O'no. of alit»
ca1lno of """"~ and " me of broadca.ting;

_ tha" ho SAIIC will t>r"h r-« ...t the
lanJ<lllll, and reflect the Chang ing u.. of
l. nl!U"g .

Tran,laled into practit'e thl< mean' that
t titn Will be at 10'" II natIOnal pobli' broad
ca" ln g >ervi", (I'R~I r.dio " .ho n" Iloa'"
memhen rem gnl.. the I'",hl..,,,, .round
\:.eef>lng lan~ dbc""" . rIIl "'PItat... but
tht, rt.'1l -n t<> a ,'ertoin degn.-e where t h. pub-
lit', wi"' 11...1 p""""" as _Ii a. a n 0WI1
r1<mon, n.ti<", "I ' he prilldplt of equi ty. In
onler to fim",. Ih. 'oM of Ihl, p~'llrarnme•
commercial radio , tallon' will a l", be tun by
the SA6C arK! Iheir I.ngttage proIliM wlll be
martet-<lrI""".

Th ere Will bo lWO PIIS chaml<.'l, which, JOf

Unaru::i>1",. !iOn' . will focu. on , hated I. n g
uage u"-' . Ithough g«' '''r Iln l(lJl"lc va~'

wil l be JIO" ible on a~I !>a,I, . , certain
t im<'Sof the day. TIt, thl'" t<levi""" c h. n nel
will be a wn"'>erdal channel and the lang.
uag... In u'" will bo en"'~ly morlm drt""".

""'ha l lhis m... n, I' th.. '"""" Engll,h .nd
A1r1 lo:.aa", . re t he IW<I primary language> of
the """"" 'sing marl:.et . t I' '''''-''ll t , thne two
I. ngua-g.-. a", Iikel~ '0 dumi na~ on , he
o;om merctaf channels alth"ugh lulu, urt<ler·
" nod hy lwt»lhinh of the popuIatkm, I, a
vloble thinl optl" n

En..gtr>h W11l l'1fert'vely get the h",,', share
of tirnr, AIrt.....n' will ha,-. . J.-.sbut , h ll
<lliI>J<>po<hon.tely 1a'8<-' ' mount of time, a nd
,"Jrican Ianguage'l will enio~ • gre. ter , hart
,han brime, "arylnll aa:mdlng t" pen-.l,-e<I
numbers of 'P""'''''''-

The n ew SAIIC 1">11.,. Ihe n reOect, th e U"I
"age in .n '''18,nng prntt'" which pocdll.l,
,he .. ,.. Iy c han glOlI ,,-'ltu, ."d u... of
Iangwl«" In wid.. <otiely , •

K~thl"", II,"J!~ 1, L~''IIr"w P,~lcy ~"ir<'r

lilt 1M N"tI,. r~1 Lang",,# I'ro/t'<I "rrJ lhl.
l'roi<o·t lOt 0" 5llrdr orAJ_tl' ~ EJ~.-alWrr ~i

the Un;"",l/>' of C"I'" r...",


