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V A N W Y K D E V R I B S C O M M I S S I O N 

1 . INTRODUCTION 
T h i s document d o e s n o t p u r p o r t t o be a t h o r o u g h , r o u n d e d 
a n a l y s i s of t h e Van Wyk de V r i e s Commission of E n q u i r y i n t o 
White u n i v e r s i t i e s . I t s e e k s t o c l a r i f y why deep conce rn h a s 
f o r some t i n e been e x p r e s s e d in E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e s t u d e n t c i r c l e s , 
and p a r t i c u l a r l y among s t u d e n t l e a d e r s h i p ove r t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s 
of such a commiss ion . 

T h i s c o n c e r n ha s a r i s e n , i n t e r a l i a , from an a n a l y s i s of t h e 
t e r m s of r e f e r e n c e o f t h e commiss ion , i t s c o m p o s i t i o n , s t a t e 
ments made by p e r s o n s d i r e c t l y and i n d i r e c t l y a s s o c i a t e d w i th 
t h e commiss ion , c u r r e n t f o r e c a s t s which p e r t a i n t o p o s s i b l e 
recommendat ions a r i s i n g from t h e Commiss ion ' s r e p o r t , and a 
f r e q u e n t l y h o s t i l e a t t i t u d e on t h e p a r t of t h e N a t i o n a l i s t 
government t o E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e u n i v e r s i t i e s and t h e N a t i o n a l 
Union of South A f r i c a n S t u d e n t s . 

2 . BACKGROUND 

On t h e 9 t h May, 1968 , t h e M i n i s t e r of N a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n a t 
t h e t i m e , S e n a t o r Jan de K l e r k , announced i n t h e S e n a t e t h a t 
c a b i n e t s a n c t i o n had been g r a n t e d f o r t h e a p p o i n t m e n t of a 
commiss ion of e n q u i r y t o go i n t o c e r t a i n m a t t e r s r e l a t i n g t o 
t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s . He men t ioned t h a t t h e e n q u i r y would i n c l u d e 
t h e q u e s t i o n of s t u d e n t a c t i v i t i e s a t t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s a b o u t 
which c r i t i c i s m had been r a i s e d * The announcement met w i t h 
some r e a c t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y a s t h e c a l l f o r an e n q u i r y had 
a r i s e n p u r e l y from an u rgen t n e e d t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e s u b s i d y 
fo rmula f o r u n i v e r s i t y e x p e n d i t u r e * 

* 

Sir Richard Luyt, Principal of the University of Cape Town, 
stated that the universities themselves possessed adequately 
effective machinery to control their student activities: 

"I have never contemplated any machinery other than 
that which the universities have to control student 
conduct." 

Professor H.B. Thorn, rector of the University of Stellenboscb 
felt that if an enquiry into undesirable student activities 
were toform part of the commission's work, every university 
in South Africa should be investigated to "get the whole 
picture"... 

A further statement by de Klerk in the Senate (14th May) 
increased growing suspicion over the motives for broadening 
the terms of reference of the proposed commission beyond 
financial considerations. 

Discussing the question, he said that the older* generation 
had to give guidance and that in present day circumstances 
this was not easy because things tended to get out of hand 
and the younger generation were under the influences of 
foreign ideologies. It was to be hoped that the youth of 
South Africa would stay on their conservative path* 

The Cape Times reacted in an editorial on the 16th May, that 
to mix up the sober business of how the universities* subsid* 
ies shall be calculated with the emotive and debatable question 
of student politics is surely not practical. In fact, there 
might be danger that such a hybrid commission would get caught 
in the quicksand terrain of hairsplitting on Whit is morality, 
what is understandable activity, what is patriotism and what 
is the distinction between youthful exuberance and subversion. 
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3 . TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The t e r m s o f r e f e r e n c e o f t h e S t a t e P r e s i d e n t ' s Commiss ion 
c o n f i r m e d i n f e r e n c e a n d s p e c u l a t i o n t h a t , i t w o u l d i n v e s t i g a t e 
m a t t e r s f a r b r o a d e r t h a n t h e f i n a n c i a l s t a t e o f t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s . 

E x t r a c t : GOVERNMENT GAZETTS NO.2217 . VOL.41 . 22 NQVBM3BR 1968 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

I t i s h e r e b y n o t i f i e d f o r g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t t h e S t a t e 
P r e s i d e n t h a s b e e n p l e a s e d t o a p p o i n t a Commiss ion of E n q u i r y 
a s f o l l o w s : -

Commiss ion 

by t h e S t a t e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e R e p u b l i c o f S o u t h A f r i c a 

TOt J Jan van Wyk de Vries 
Hendrik Johannes Jacob Bingle 
Owen Pieter Faure Horwood 
Hendrik Bernadus Thorn 
Guerina Renzo Bozzoli 
Wentzel Christoffel du Plessis 
Izak Theunis Mayer 
Stephen Charles Marais Naude" 
Lyell Thomas Campbell-Pitt 

GREETINGS: 

• 

• 

Whereas I deem i t expedient to appoint a Commission to enquire 
into and report on the matters mentioned below; 

Now therefore, by reason of the great t ru s t I repose in your 
krowledge and a b i l i t y , I hereby authorise and appoint you to 
be uembers, and you, Jan van Wyk de Vries, to be chairman of 
a Commission to inquire into and report , in so far as univer
s i t i e s for Whites in tie Republic of South Africa and the 
University of South Africa are concerned, on the educational, 
academic, financing and developmental aspects of un ivers i t i e s , 
and on any other matters which the Commission may deem to be 
of importance with special reference to -

(1) the steps required t o ensure eff icient education; 

(2) the range of study and qual i ty of work w undergraduate as 
well *is post-graduate - .required for corresponding degrees, 
diplomas and Certificate's; 

(3) tl.e size of c lasses , departments and univers i t ies ; 

(4) the length of the academic year; * 

(5) the Jain reasons for , and measures t o check, the high 
fa i lure ra te among undergraduate students; 

(6) the f a c i l i t i e s required for healthy mental and physical 
recreation fox students; 

(7) student re la t ions in general, and in par t icular the >ole 
otuG3\its and student bodies could play, in co-operat' on with 
academic au thor i t i es , in maintianing a healthy spii'V and 
code >f conduct on the campus of modern univers i t ies ; 

(8) «,he moat effective methods c± teaching and research; 

(9) *he qual i f ica t ions whit:*, the various grades of iniversity 
lecturing staff should hold and the exter t t o which such 
standards arc; met at present; 

(10) reciprocal recognition of courses passed by students and 
xhe possibil?'.ty of great.-r m >bility of such students 
o*rfcW€'in n i v o r s i t i e s ; 

( 1 1 , / . . . . 
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(11) the adjustment of the Holloway formula (as amended from 
t i n e t o time) or the devising of a new formula for the 
subs id isa t ion of u n i v e r s i t i e s t o meet present day 
requirements in respect of current and c a p i t a l expenditure; 

(12) the pos t s s t r u c t u r e and l ec tu re r - s tuden t r a t i o ; 
(13) the sa la ry s t ruc tu r e as a determining fac tor in a t t r a c t i n g 

and r e t a in ing lec tur ing s t a f f ; 
(14) bu r sa r i e s and loans for s tuden ts ; and 
( 1 5 ) f u t u r e p o l i c y i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e deve lopment o f 

u n i v e r s i t i e s in t h e c o u n t r y ; 

and in v iew of t h e u rgency of t h e m a t t e r , t o g i v e p r i o r i t y t o 
t h e f i n a n c i n g scheme and , i f n e c e s s a r y , t o submi t an i n t e r i m 
r e p o r t on t h i s m a t t e r i n o r d e r t h a t t h e b a s i s of s u b s i d i s a t i o n 
f o r 1970 and t h e s u c c e e d i n g y e a r s may be d e t e r m i n e d . 

Given under my Hand and t h e S e a l of t h e R e p u b l i c of Sou th A f r i c a 
a t P r e t o r i a on t h i s T h i r t e e n t h day of November, One t h o u s a n d 
Nine hundred and S i x t y - e i g h t . 

J . J . FOUCHfi 

STATB PRESIDENT 

By o r d e r of t h e S t a t e P r e s i d e n t - i n - C o u n c i l 

J.DE KLERK 

22nd November, 1968 
/mlp/TLPP) 
Rof: 146/68 

The t e r n of reference which has caused most concern in English 
language student c i r c l e s i s t ha t which r e l a t e s t o "student 
r e l a t i o n s in general and in p a r t i c u l a r the ro le students and 
student bodies could play in co-operat in with academic a u t h o r i t 
i e s in maintaining a heal+hy s p i r i t and code of conduct on the 
campus of modern u n i v e r s i t i e s " . 

The implicat ions of t h i s teri^ should be spe l led out . 

(a) I t i s vague. The term "student r e l a t i o n s in genera l" could 
cover the na ture and scope of '-he r e l a t i o n s h i p between — 
student and s tuden t , student and student government, i n t e r -
univors i ty student con tac t , student t i e s with na t iona l 
student o rgan isa t ions and student act ivi t5.es , in the 
community. The r e s t of the term of r o f e r r . e e could cover 
a broad ana lys is of student a c t i v i t i e s , student behaviour -
the na ture of tiu :lr r e l a t i onsh ip with t.t« Universi ty admin* 
i s t r a t i o n , with a view t o aaintaJ-ning a "healthy s p i r i t " 
and "code of conduct", two concepts themselves open to wide 
in t or pr e t &t ior.. 

As the Rand Daily Mail commented: "What i s a health; ' s p i r i t 
»nd code of conduct? The government and a s u b s t a n . i a l 
weight of conservat ive opinion in t h i s COK fcry considers 
?t t o he an amalgam of _ tudiousness, d o c i l i t y Puid respect 
for the conventional wisdoms. According t o t h i s view 
s tuden ts r l i ke ch i ld ren , which Mr. Vorster c a l l s them, 
should be s*_en and not heard. Majority s.udent opinion 
.t the English language - i n ive r s i t i e s , supported hy a l l 

1: J^r-.l-piinded people, 1;els very d i f f e r en t l y abou-; t h i s . 
TLo - .ew . ier i i s t ha t s tudents have a r i g h t i d duty t o 
oe concerr.ed about such i ssues as aca< rraic f.<jedor,

> s oc i a l 
j u s t i c e , xace discr iminat ion and so v W<9 only ^.ish many 
more people werr prepared t o speak «• about such w a t t t r s 
? >"dad c* freez: „-g with fear when government ; rowls ." 

http://activit5.es
http://roferr.ee
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( b ) I t i n f r i n g e s on an a r e a t r a d i t i o n a l l y r e g a r d e d by E n g l i s h 
l a n g u a g e u n i v e r s i t i e s i n Sou th A f r i c a a s t h e i r own. The 
d y n a m i c s a n d t h e m e c h a n i c s of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n , t h e 
d i f f e r e n t s e c t o r s of t h e u n i v e r s i t y community h a v e been 
d e c i d e d * u p o n l a r g e l y i n d e p e n d e n t f rom o u t s i d e i n t e r f e r e n c e . 
Where d i s p u t e s o r d i f f e r e n c e s have a r i s e n , t h £ s e nave been 
s e t t l e d W i t h i n t h e u n i v e r s i t y community o r a t the - r e q u e s t 

• o f t h 6 u n i v e r s i t y , by i n d e p e n d e n t i m p a r t i a l a r b i t r a t i o n 
e . g . H a r c o u r t Commiss ion o f E n q u i r y . 

( c ) S e t i n t h e c o n t e x t o f a p r e v a i l i n g a t t i t u d e of t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
t o o u t s p o k e n . s t u d e n t s a t E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d 
t o t h e N a t i o n a l U n i o n , wh'ich h a s m a n i f e s t e d i t s e l f i n s e c u r i t y 
p o l i c e h a r r a s s m e n t , p a s s p r f r e m o v a l s , dawn r a i d s , d e t e n t i o n 
a n d b a n n i n g ( p r o c e d u r e s which i n most c i r c u m s t a n c e s do n o t 
g r a n t t h e v i c t i m a c c e s s t o t h e o r d i n a r y c o u r t s of t h e l a n d ) 
t h e t e r m of r e f e r e n c e a c h i e v e s c o n s i d e r a b l e s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
The Commiss ion w i l l make c e r t a i n r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , b u t i t i s 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t which w i l l a c t on t h e s e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , 
e i t h e r i n d e p e n d e n t l y o r by i n t r o d u c i n g l e g i s l a t i o n i n 
P a r l i a m e n t . The M i n i s t e r of E d u c a t i o n h a s a l r e a d y s t a t e d 
t h a t t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s of t h e van Wyk de V r i e s Commission 
w i l l p r o v i d e t h e b a s i c f ramework f o r l e g i s l a t i o n t o be 
e n a c t e d by P a r l i a m e n t . 

G i v e n t h e n , t h a t a v e r y r e a l t e n s i o n e x i s t s b e t w e e n t h e 
N a t i o n a l i s t g o v e r n m e n t -rid l a r g e s e c t o r s of t h e E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e 
u n i v e r s i t y community a-nd NUSAS, t h a t t h e c o m m i s s i o n ' s r e p o r t 
c o n t a i n i n g r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s on s t u d e n t r e l a t i o n s and s t u d e n t 
a c t i v i t i e s would p r o v i d e t h e f ramework f o r l e g i s l a t i o n , what 
c o n f i d e n c e can be p l a c e d i n t h e commiss ion t o make i n d e p e n d e n t 
o b j e c t i v e j u d g e m e n t s en t h i s a s p e c t o f t h e i r i n v e s t i g a t i o n ? 

S t u d e n t l e a d e r s h i p i s j u s t i f i a b l y s e n s i t i v e a b o u t t h i s q u e s t i o n 
of c o n f i d e n c e . In t h e p a s t when t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s o r s t u d e n t s 
have b e e n t h r e a t e n e d ( e . g . V o r s t e r : " I f t h e r e i s a c a n c e r i n t h i s 
c o u n t r y t h a t must b e r o o t e d o u t , i t i s N U S A S . . . b u t , I s h a l l s e t t l e 
w i t h them i n my own t i m e , " ) t h e N a t i o n a l Union h a s f r e q u e n t l y 
c . l l e d f o r an i m p a r t i a l j u d i c i a l commiss ion o f e n q u i r y i n t o i t s 
a f f a i r s . T h i s h a s n e v e r been g r a n t e d . 

4 . COMPOSITION OF THE COMMISSION 

The Commiss ion composed t h e f o l l o w i n g p e r s o n s : 

Mr, J u s t i c e van Wyk d e V r i e s ( C h a i r m a n ) 

I r o f , H . J . S i n g l e ( P r i n c i p a l - P o t c h e f s t r c o m U n i v e r s i t y ) 

P r o f , H . B , Thorn ( P r i n c i p a l , S t e l l e n b o s c h U n i v e r s i t y ) 

Pro-if. O . P . F . ridvwood ( t h e n P r i n c i p a l , U n i v e r s i t y o f N a t a l , 
a f t e r , N a t i o n a l i s t s e n a t o r , 

*' now member of t n e C a b i n e t ) 

P r o f , W.C. d u F T e s s i s (ex a d m i n i s t r a t e * of S o u t h West A f r i c a ) 

P r o f . G.R. R o z z o l i ( P r i n c i p a l , U n i v e r s i t y of t h e W i t w a t e r s r a n d ) 

!fc. I . T - Meyer (a f o r m e r c o n t r o l l e r and a u d i t o r - g ^ n . r a l ) 

Mi-. "l.C.M. Mauds' ( D i r e c t o r of t h e T e c h n i c a l C o l l e g e o f t h e 
W i t w a t e r s r a n d ) 

• 

Soon a f t e r w a r d s Mr. L . T . C. m p b e l l - P i t t was a p p o i n * 2d a s a 
mr-iber of t h e Commiss ion , 
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THE CHAIRMAN 

The f o l l o w i n g f a c t s a p p e a r e d i n t h e S t a r on t h e 12 th 
Sep tember c o n c e r n i n g t h e cha i rman of t h e Commiss ion , 
Mr, J u s t i c e van Wyk de V r i e s . 

He was b o r n i n P r e t o r i a i n 1915 and s t u d i e d law a t 
P r e t o r i a U n i v e r s i t y . He p l a y e d a p r o m i n e n t r o l e i n 
A f r i k a n e r a c t i v i t i e s i n J o h a n n e s b u r g f o r a l m o s t 30 y e a r s . 
He f i r s t became p r o m i n e n t d u r i n g t h e War when he d e f e n d e d 
or a c t e d a s i n s t r u c t i n g a t t o r n e y f o r t h e d e f e n c e of 
a l a r g e number of p e o p l e c h a r g e d w i t h v a r i o u s a c t s 
d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t t h e c o u n t r y ' s war e f f o r t , r a n g i n g from 
h i g h t r e a s o n t o s a b o t a g e . In 1945 he was e l e c t e d t o t h e 
W i t w a t e r s r a n d C e n t r a l S c h o o l B o a r d . H i s name was 
s u b m i t t e d by t h e S k a k e l k o m i t e e of t h e A f r i k a a n s S o c i e t i e s 
of J o h a n n e s b u r g . 

He was e l e c t e d and became V i c e - C h a i r m a n , a p o s i t i o n he h e l d 
f o r . a number of y e a r s . In 1953 he was c a l l e d t o t h e b a r , 
i n 1955 he was a p p o i n t e d t o t h e South African Med ica l and 
D e n t a l C o u n c i l . He i s an e l d e r i n t h e G e r e f o r m e e r d e K e r k . 

I t h a s been a l l e g e d t h a t h e i s a member of t h e B r o e d e r b o n d . 

OTHER MEMBERS 

I I i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t a c c o r d i n g t o r e p o r t s i n t h e Sunday 
Times which h a s a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s c o n d u c t e d an e x p o s e 
of members of the B r o e d e r b o n d , a t l e a s t t h r e e members of 
t h e commiss ion a r e members o f t h i s o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

The B r o e d e r b o n d can be d e s c r i b e d a s a s e c r e t A f r i k a n e r 
e l i t e o r g a n i s a t i o n , which p l a y e d a major r o l e i n t h e 
N a t i o n a l i s t s 1 r i s e t o power , and which c o n t i n u a s t o e x e r t 
c o n s i d e r a b l e i n f l u e n c e on t h e d e c i s i o n making p r o c e s s e s 
of g o v e r n m e n t . I t I.as a d o p t e d a s t r a t e g y s i m i l a r t o t h a t 
t h e Communist P a r t y by o p e r a t i n g on t h e b a s i s of a c e l l 
s y s t e m w i t h s e c r e t d i r e c t i v e s and i n f o r m a t i o n bei;*g 
i s s u e d t o members a r o u n d t h e c o u n t r y . 

P r o f . H , J . B i n g l e i s an e x e c u t i v e member of t h e Broederbond 
©-id i s c h a i r m a n o f i t s s p e c i a l t a s k commi t t ee on e d u c a t i o n . 
S.C.M, Naude* i s an ? . s soc ia t« member of t h e same t a s k 
f o r c e . The Sunday Times i n a r e p o r t p u b l i s h e d on t h e 
2 8 t h J a n u a r y 1 3 " 3 , d e s c r i b e d t h e r o l e of a t a s k f o r c e 
a s k e e p i n g a c l o s e wa tch on e v e r y p u b l i c body , ?nd 
d e s c r i b e s i t s c.-.fect a s e x e r c i s i n g a p o w e r f u l and 
s i g n i f i c a n t i n f l u e n c e on t h e d e c i s i o n s and a c t i o n s of 
t h e government £ i t h e s p e c i f i c a r e a OJ t h e t a s k f o r c e . 

W8C. Du P l e s s i s i s a l l e g e d l y a l s o a member of t h e 
B r o e d e r b o n d . 

H e r r , t h e f o l l o w i n g f a c t o r s a r e wor thy o f c o n s i d e r t i o n . 
The Broede rbond and "Jhe Government e n d o r e e a b s o l u t e l y 
t h e c o n c e p t of r a c i a l ! * s e p a r a t e e d u c a t b n a i i*> c i t u t i e n s . 
The E i . j l i j h la j .^ ' iage u n i v e r s i t i e s ; and NUSAS v . j o r o u s l y 
opposed t h e E x t e n t i o n of U n i v e v s i t y E d u c a t i o n Act of 1959 
which s e g r e g a t e d t h e U n i v e r s i t i e s , and c o n t i n u e t o r e g a r d 
• h e c o n c e p t a s an a n a t h e m a . 



- 6 -

The Broederbond and t h e Government a c t i v e l y a s c r i b e t o t h e 
concept of C h r i s t i a n N a t i o n a l Educa t ion wi th i t s emphasis 
on m i l i t a r i s t i c u n i f o r m i t y , u n q u e s t i o n i n g a c c e p t a n c e of 
e s t a b l i s h e d a u t h o r i t y p a t t e r n s , and es a consequence of t h e s e , 
a d i s t o r t i o n of academic , s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l t r u t h s . *. 
S t u d e n t s a t t h e E n g l i s h language u n i v e r s i t i e s i n t h e 
t r a d i t i o n of Western European E d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
a r e s t r i v i n g towards a d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n of t h e u n i v e r s i t y 
s t r u c t u r e and consequent p a r t i c i p a t i o n by a l l s e c t o r s -
of t h e .Univers i ty community in t h e d e c i s i o n making p r o c e s s . 
Emphasis i s p l a c e d on f r e e t h o u g h t and on n u r t u r i n g of 
c r i t i c a l f a c u l t i e s t o q u e s t i o n t h e v a l i d i t y of g iven 
p r a c t i c e s and modes of t h o u g h t . Th i s i s seen a s a v i t a l 
means t o a wholesorae, rounded e d u c a t i o n . 

The Broederbond and t h e Government a r e c o n n i t t e d t o m a i n t a i n 
ing t h e s t a t u s quo . S e c t o r s of t h e E n g l i s h language u n i v e r 
s i t i e s and NUSAS have a c t i v e l y a s s o c i a t e d t hemse lves wi th 
t h e t h r u s t f o r a t o l e r a n t , n o n - e x p l o i t a t i v e s o c i e t y . 

7 . PROF. O . P . F . HORWOOD 

Pro f . Horwood was a p p o i n t e d t o t h e commission as one of four 
nominees from t h e committee of U n i v e r s i t y P r i n c i p a l s . When 
he r e s i g n e d a s P r i n c i p a l c f t h e U n i v e r s i t y of N a t a l and was 
a p p o i n t e d a s a N a t i o n a l i s t S e n a t o r , i t was c o n f i d e n t l y e x p e c t e d 
t h a t he would r e s i g n from t h e Commission. He had ceased t o 
be a member cf t h e commit tee of U n i v e r s i t y P r i n c i p a l s , and 
a s a N a t i o n a l i s t P a r t y S e n a t o r , he had p u b l i c l y committed 
h imse l f on c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s s u e s w i t h i n t h e ambit c f t h e 
Co m i s s i o n ^ e n q u i r y . 

In t h e Sena te d e b a t e s on th.*? 4 th June 1971 he had t h e 
f o l l o w i n g t o s a y : 

The s t a t e m e n t quo ted below came a t t h e end of e l e n g t h d e b a t e 
on t h e a c t i v i t i e s of NUSAS end i t s c u r r e n t l e a d e r s h i p , 

" . . . B u t what I an s a y i n g i s t h a t t h e s e u n i v e r s i t i e s have 
s t a t u t o r y b o d i e s , t h e y have c o u n c i l s of prominent men and 
I want t o know what a r e t h e c o u n c i l of t h e s e u n i v e r s i t i e s 
doing when Members of NUSAS who a r e u n i v e r s i t y s t u d e n t s , 
do t h e t h i n g s t h a t I have ment ioned h e r e and uany o t h e r 
t h i n g s t h a t I havo no t had t ime t o ment ion and t h e many 
t h i n g s t h a t t h e y a r e say ing t o i n c i t e r a c i a l u n r e s t in 
t h i s c o u n t r y , t o p l a y i n t o t h e hands of our enemies o u t s i d e 

' t h e c o u n t r y and t h e y do i t day by day - what a r e t h e s e 
a u t h o r i t i e s doing t o s t o p t h e s e n e f a r i o u s a c t i v i t i e s ? 

"You know t h a t 1 an t h e l a s t t o sugges t t h a t we shou ld 
i n t e r f e r e wich u n i v e r s i t i e s but l e t me say t h i s t h a t 
i f i t comes t o t h e s e c u r i t y cf t h e s t a t e and t h e w e l f a r e 
of t h i s n a t i o n and t h i s c o u n t r y , then i want t o say t h a t 
no u n i v e r s i t ' s t a n d s abeve c r o u t s i d e t h e law of t h i s 
c o u n t r y and i t i s hit,*! t ime t h i s were u n d e r s t o o d and under 
our U n i v e r s i t i e s Act of 1955 as amended, t h e M i n i s t e r has 
t h e power t o do e x a c t l y w!~at c e r t a i n g o v e r n o r s c~~ American 
s t a t e s have done i n c l u d i n g t h e U n i v e r s i t y c f W_" _ o n s i n , 
*hey have r educed t h e s u b s i d i e s and t h^y have c a l l e d t h e 
Dluff of t h o s e peop le o v e r n i g h t . 

" I put t h a t forward - . 1 am a gr :>**•; chawpioi cf academic 
freedom but no t a t t h e c o s t cf ana rchy , ne t a t t h e c o s t 
of t h e s e c u r i t y of my c o u n t r y . I want t o know what t h e 
•*nivv_rr Lty a u t h o r i t i e s a r e doing in t l i s e n a t t e r s . These 
a r e p e o p l e who a r e looked up t o , t h e y a,:e p a i d by t h e s t a t e , 
t h e y a r e in r e s p o n s i b l e jo s i t i o r>s and 1 t h i n k i t i s h igh 
i ima t h a t we cou ld come out and ask t h . v;hat p r e c i s e l y 

i s fc ~ng/. , , 
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i s being clone t o s top once and for a l l these u t t e r l y 
un-South African a c t i v i t i e s t ha t are going on in our 
midst,-' That i s the p o s i t i o n , " 

Horwood's statements were s t rongly a t tacked by Dr, G.R. Bozzoli , 
P r i nc ipa l of the Universi ty of the Witwatersrand, and a member 
of the Commission, He sa id : 

: * • • • • " J • 

"To suggest t h a t i t should be necessary t o ' c o n t r o l 1 

expression of opinion by s tudents in our u n i v e r s i t i e s 
by withholding funds from the un ive r s i t y concerned i s 
not only abhoreht, but i s the kind of suggestion which 
shows a complete lack of understanding of the magnitude 
and range of the a c t i v i t i e s of a vigorous modern 
u n i v e r s i t y , " 

In his graduation address on the 25th June, Sir Richard Luyt 
questioned the continued presence cf Horwood on the Commission: 

"There remains, however, one fur ther important aspect of 
some of the recen t public c r i t i c i s m of u n i v e r s i t i e s , of 
the proposals t o cut subs id ies and c f the public advice -
on how t o deal with student un res t . The Minister under
standably asks us to await the f indings of the Commission 
of Enquiry. He n a t u r a l l y and r i g h t l y expects us , tha t 
i s the whole South African pub l i c , t o have f u l l confidence 
in the o b j e c t i v i t y and cpen-mindedness of the Commission 
and cf i t s approach to i t s t a s k , 3ut we in turn surely 
have a r i g h t t o expect thc t no member of the Commission 
w i l l coianit himsolf publ ic ly and pas s iona te ly , espec ia l ly 
from the much publ ic ised and important platform of 
Parl iament, t o a p a r t i c u l a r kind of th inking en mat ters 
which the Minister reminds us a re s t i l l under the a t t en t ion 
of the Commission. This has been happening over recent 
weeks and i t i s t h i s fac t t ha t g ives the r e a l relevance 
and anxiety t o some cf the views so publ ic ly and fo rce 
fu l ly expressed. Indeed, one must also wonder whether 
any profess iona l p o l i t i c i a n , within the inev i t ab le inh ib 
i t i o n s and pressures of loya l ty t o a par ty outlook, can 
be regarded as well sui ted for membership of a Commission 
with such wide-ranging terms of reference on con t rovers ia l 
icsues of publ ic concern." 

E d i t o r i a l s in leading English language newspapers reacted s t rong ly . 
The Argus (7/6/71) s t a t e d : 

"Senator Owen Horwood's s u g g e s t i o n , , . i s more s u r p r i s i n g . 
He knows-better than most chat.without s t a t e a id the 
u n i v e r s i t i e s could not poss ib ly funct ion. 

"Wholesome student p a r t i c i p a t i n in p o l i t i c s i s OS na tu ra l 
as t h e i r i n t e r e s t in spor t . I t i s important tha t i t 
should be encouraged. Part cf ? u n i v e r s i t y ' s function 
i s to equip s tudents for a pos i t i ve r o l e in publ ic l i f e . 
I t i s of f a r l e s s imp^rtrince what causes s tudents espcus*. 
The v i t a l i s sue i s tha t they should grow increasingly 
aware cf the problems which face the community." 

* 

The DaiJv Dispatch (8/6/71) remarked: 
"Portent ious h i n t s and t h r e a t s have been u t t e red agains t 
student leaders and t h e i r outspokenness and the suggestion 
hai now beei: made t ha t the government may withhold normal 
s t a t e subs id ies t o those u n i v e r s i t i e s which do not crack 
down on NUSAS. 

"The l a t e s t student whine comes f rom' that p o l i t i c a l hybrid 
meal ie . Senator Hor\-"od„ 
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"Briefly Nationalist leaders, have for some time implied 
that certain churchmen and certain students were subversive. 
Why then, in the name cf all that is precious- to the" volk, 
do they not charge and try these subversives in a court of 
law? For years . now the only anti-student actions have 
been raids, searches and threats." * ' 

• • • 

The Rarfd Daily Mail commented (8/6/71)t 

"As others have already pointed out, anyone who understands 
what universities ore a l l about will reject such an idea 
out of hand. Interestingly enough, Senator Horwood 
rejected it too, in his academic days. He made a major 
point in his inaugural speech as Principal of Natal 
University in 1966 of stressing that a government's 
financing of a University did not give i t the right to 
interfere in the University's internal affairs. Which 
suggests that the Senator is now mouthing a party line. 

"If so then let the Government take early warning that 
there will be a great outcry. Our English language 
universities and the ammunity they serve cherish their 
ancient tradition cf academic freedom. And they have 
a right to demand that a government which is forever 
proclaiming the sanctity of group traditions should prac
tise what i t preaches and keep its"hands off this one." 

Reaction from student circles was direct. NUSAS at one stage 
considered legal steps to have Horwood recused from the Commission. 
Lack cf finance, however, prevented this course cf action being 
followed. 

When the S.R.C. delegation from the University of Cape Town 
arrived in Pretoria at the end of August to present evidence, 
they submitted a resolution objecting to the continued presence 
of Horwood on the Commission. The resolution was passed at 
a U.C.T. S.R.C. meeting on August 25th, 1971. It noted that 
by his suggested withdrawl of subsidies from universities unless 
students ceased political activities, Senator Horwood had committed 
h-.msel̂  publicly on the very issues which the Commission is at 
MS inv^r-tig^iittCT. "Senator Horwood's position in the 
Senate and his public utterances can hardly increase public 
confidence in the objectivity of this Commission's findings," 

The Commission unanimously considered the resolution "impertin
ent, lacking in good taste and contemptuous of a judicial 
commission cf enquiry appointed by the State President. - It 
brings discredit, on the University of-Cape Town and- i ts student 
community." , 

The S.R.Q. delegation was then dismissed before submitting 
evidence. 

At the Natal Nationalist Party Congress In October, 1971, Hor
wood warned of a "grave conspiracy" against the country by cer
tain university members, newspapermen and churchmen. He 
again urged the government to curtail the subsidies of univer
sities where students misbehaved. 

It became clear that strong criticism of his -m'clic utterances 
and calls to resign from +'ie Comraissior had lit t le effect on 
Horwood. It has forced us to questicn to what extent 
affiliation to another group, be i t a secret society cr a 
political party, would subconsciously influence the decisions 
of members of such society or party on controversial aspects 
of tiie Commission's invest" jat:*.">ns. 
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Student leadersh ip on the English language canpuses has l i t t l e 
confidence t ha t the Commission" w i l l as a whole, be in a pos i t ion 
t o adopt an independent and objec t ive approach t o these a spec t s . 

* • 
* 

8 . THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION- RELEVANT RESPONSES 

There have been c o n t r a d i c t o r y r e s p o n s e s from t h e M i n i s t e r of 
N a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n , S e n a t o r G . P . van d e r Spuy t o t h e c a l l fo r 
a c t i o n a g a i n s t u n i v e r s i t i e s and NUSAS. He w i l l o b v i o u s l y be 
a c e n t r a l f i g u r e i n t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s r e s p o n s e t o t h e Commiss ion ' s 
r e p o r t and l e g i s l a t i o n a r i s i n g t h e r e f r o m . 

In t h e Assembly on t h e 8 t h J u n e , 1 9 7 1 , he made i t c l e a r t h a t he 
was n o t c o n s i d e r i n g a c t i o n a g a i n s t s t u d e n t s who p r o t e s t e d on 
p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s a s long a s t h e y d i d n o t b r e a k t h e l a w , t h a t 
t h e r e was no q u e s t i o n of c u r b i n g t h e r i g h t s of any c i t i z e n s t o 
p r o t e s t p o l i t i c a l l y . ( I r o n i c i n l i g h t of t h e r e c e n t Ga the r ings 
and D e m o n s t r a t i o n s B i l l which c u r b e d p u b l i c p r o t e s t w i t h i n a 
s p e c i f i c a r e a of Cape Town, f r e q u e n t p r o c l a m a t i o n s bann ing open 
a i r g a t h e r i n g s , and rumours t h a t t h e Government i n t e n d s i n t r o d u c i n g 
amendments t o t h e R i o t o u s A s s e m b l i e s a c t which w i l l f u r t h e r 
c u r t a i l t h e l i m i t e d r i g h t s t o p r o t e s t . ) 

Speaking t o a mot ion a t t h e Free S t a t e Na t rone 1 P a r t y Congres s i n 
Sep t embe r , 1 9 7 1 , van d e r Spuy s a i d t h e r e d u c t i o n o r s u s p e n s i o n 
of a u n i v e r s i t y s u b s i d y was a d r a s t i c move which would amount t o 
p u n i s h i n g t h e i n n o c e n t m a j o r i t y b e c a u s e o f t h e a t t i t u d e of a 
minor i t y . 

" I do n o t say t h e Government w i l l never be f o r c e d i n t o t h i s , 
b u t a t t h e moment t h e f e e l i n g i s t h a t we would n o t l i k e t o 
t a k e t h i s d r a s t i c a c t i o n . I want t o make i t c l e a r t h a t t h e 
u n i v e r s i t i e s must n o t see in t h i s a s i g n of weakness on t h i s 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s p a r t . I f t h e y d o , t h e y a r e m i s t a k e n . Le t 
them make no m i s t a k e a b o u t i t , t h e Government w i l l do i t s 
d u t y t o t h e t a x p a y e r s of t h i s c o u n t r y . " 

At t h e T r a n s v a a l N a t i o n a l P a r t y Congres s i n Oc tobe r he a g a i n 
r e j e c t e d a c a l l f o r a s u b s i d y c u t , but warned t h a t t h e m i l i t a n t 
m i n o r i t y of " L e f t i s t , l i b e r a l i s t , and ODmmunist a g i t a t o r s " would 
be r i p p e d o u t of South A f r i c a n u n i v e r s i t i e j "Root and B r a n c h " . 
he c o n t i n u e d t h a t t h e van Wyk de V r i e s Commission r e p o r t would 
b e a v a i l a b l e e a r l y t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r and t h a t " I f t h e government 
f i n d s t h a t we must t a k e a c t i o n , t h e n you can r e s t a s s u r e d we w i l l 
t a k e t h a t a c t i o n . " 

"Wo have t o l d t h e U n i v e r s i t i e s t h a t we do n o t want t o do 
i t ( c u t s u b s i d i e s ) b u t t h e Government e x p e c t s t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s 
t o g e t t h e i r h o u s e s in o r d e r , " 

At t h e N a t a l N a t i o n a M s t P a r t y C o n g r e s s , h e t h r e a t e n e d t h a t i f 
u n i v e r s i t y a u t h o r i t i e s were ->ot p r e p a r e d t o " g e t t h e i r h o u s e s in 
o r d e r " v e r y s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n would be g i v e n t o w i t h d r a w i n g 
c r r e d u c i n g s u b s i d i e s . 

At t h e 1972 Congres s of t h e F r e e S t a t e N a t i o n a l P a r t y i-i 
Cep*emb<.j., van d e r Spuy announced t h a t an u r g e n t i n t e r . 9 r e p o r t 
of t h e van V.'"k de V r i e s Commission on s t u d e n t - f f a i r s would 
soon be r e a d y . Th is r e p o " ^ * u l d form t h e b a s i s <f any g o v e r n 
ment l e g i s l a t i o n . A l so t a k e n i n t o accoun t would be t h e f i n d i n g s -
i f a v a i l a b l e - of t h e S c h l e b u s c h P a r l i a m e r ' . a r y Commission i n t o 
Nt"*AS a p i t h r e e o t h e r o r g a n i s a t i o n - 3 . 
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In his speech he .made several points? 
» He would not invade university autonomy by screening foreign 

staff and students; _ 
- He would not take actin against the re-admission to university 

of demonstrating students who had contravened the law; and 

- He.again rejected the demand that ,university subsidies be 
suspended when no discipline was exercised... . 

In an interview with the Sunday Express, 10/9/72, he stated that 
a proposal to institute.© subsidy grant to individual students 
as a means of curbing student unrest, had definitely not been 
included in the Commission's interim report.,. 

"However, legislation in connection with students will nec
essarily be based on the report of the Commission." 

i 
• * • * 

9 . FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

The D a i l y News ( 1 1 / 1 0 / 7 2 ) c a r r i e d a s t a t e m e n t by Mr. J u s t i c e 
v a n Wyk d e V r i e s tfhat a n i n t e r i m r e p o r t o f t h e Commiss ion had 
b e e n c o m p l e t e d a n d h a n d e d t o t h e S t a t e P r e s i d e n t . S e n a t o r 
van d e r Spuy a n n o u n c e d i n P a r l i a m e n t on t h e 1 7 / 2 / 7 3 t h a t t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t was c o n s i d e r i n g a n i n t e r i m r e p o r t on s t u d e n t 
a c t i v i t i e s drawn up t h e v a n Wyk de V r i e s C o m m i s s i o n . 

In March , t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r , ' Mr. V o r s t e r , f o c u s s e d a t t e n t i o n 
on u n i v e r s i t y a u t h o r i t i e s whom h e s a i d w o u l d h a v e t h e m s e l v e s t o 
b l a m e f o r any a c t i o n t h e g o v e r n m e n t m i g h t t a k e a f t e r t h e 
p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e van Wyk d e V r i e s Commiss ion r e p o r t . V o r s t e r 
s a i d h e h a d t o l d E n g l i s h U n i v e r s i t y P r i n c i p a l s of h i s " d e e p e s t 
c o n c e r n a t what I r e g a r d a s weak d i s c i p l i n e a n d l a c k o f 
g u i d a n c e a t c e r t a i n o f t h e i r u n i v e r s i t i e s " . 

1 0 . FORECASTS 

E a r l y i n 1973 t h e Sunday T r i b u n e made s e v e r a l s p e c u l a t i v e , 
f o r e c a s t s r e g a r d i n g t h e r e p o r t of t h e van Wyk de V r i e s 
Commiss ion o f E n q u i r y i n t o W h i t e u n i v e r s i t i e s . Among t h e 
m e a s u r e s l i s t e d w e r e : 

(a) Government control over the appointment of university 
principals. 

(b) Blocking overseas funds received by NUSAS and banning its 
multiracial membership. 

(c) Government power to force universities to Withdraw from any 
'inter-univeisity organisation' like NUSAS, deemed undesirable 
by the Minister of Educatin; If student bodies refuse to 
recognize a ministerial edict that they withdraw support 
from an organisation like NUSAS, the Mini-cer will have the 
power to fine the administration perhaps ten times the 
affiliation fee paid by the students xo the organisation. 
If the Minister is s t i l l not satisfied, he may ban the 
inter-university organisation outright. 

(d) A plan to fine university adminstrations if studeii.... or 
staf" are arrested while taking part in anti-govsr rent 
activities such as picketting or pamphleteering. 

University authorities will thus be forced to ;rack down 
hard on antigovernment students and staff. If they don't 
substantial 'fines' will be deducted from the government 
grar. :•. 

Concurrent with this measur , t" e report continued, would be an 
incmsp in -tate grants to the universities, d i t described 
this measure as the :'sugar in the bitter Hscip ..-xicxy pi l l" . 
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These f o r e c a s t s have obviously given r i s e to widespread i n t e r e s t 
and concern in Engl ish language Univers i ty c i r c l e s . In some 
cases they have been brushed a s ide as mere specu la t ion and a 
prejudgement of t he i s s u e . An o f t - r e p e a t e d response has beent 
•We must wait u n t i l t he r e p o r t i s made p u b l i c 1 . 

There i s of c o u r s e , v a l i d i t y t o t h i s r e sponse , bu t t he danger i s 
t h a t i t can engender an a i r of complacency, when c l e a r l y what i s 
needed i s v i g i l a n c e . 

• \ . s i % ' '."- • • • . , * . 

Senator van der Spuy announced in September..1972, tha t r ' t he 
appointment of u n i v e r s i t y p r inc ipa l s -would in fu tu re be based 
on t he f ind ings of t h e van Wyk de Vr ies Commission of Enquiry 
i n t o u n i v e r s i t i e s . (Sunday Express S/ll/72) Should t he 
Minis ter of Education have t he r i g h t t o ve to a u n i v e r s i t y m 
nomination, i t would e f f e c t i v e l y depr ive t he u n i v e r s i t y of the 
r i g h t t o choose i t s own p r i n c i p a l . I t would be naive t o 
suggest t h a t t he c r i t e r i a used by an Engl ish language u n i v e r s i t y 
in making such a choice would concur with t h a t of t he government. 

Blocking overseas funds t o NUSAS would severe ly hooper t he 
opera t ion of i t s many and va r i ed p r o j e c t s . The Medical 
Scho la r sh ips , Prison Education, General Schola rsh ips and Loans 
programmes r e l y f a i r l y heav i l y on overseas suppor t , as do t he 
Wages and Economics and seminar programmes. The cons ide rab le 
gene ra l admin i s t ra t fon c o s t s a r e covered l a r g e l y by a f f i l i a t i o n 
fees rece ived from t h e a f f i l i a t e d c e n t r e s . 

In recen t months t he Nat iona l Union has concent ra ted on r a i s i n g 
money in South Af r i ca , but NUSAS i s a r a p i d l y expanding o r g a n i s 
a t i o n and a cur ta i lment of funds from overseas would s e r i o u s l y 
hamper i t s fu tu re development. Combine with t h i s o move on the 
p a r t of t he government t o s t op or tamper with t he p resen t 
method of cen t re a f f i l i a t i o n , and NUSAS would be in d i r e 
f i n a n c i a l s t r a i t s . 

Direct government i n t e r v e n t i o n such as f in ing u n i v e r s i t y 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s should they not ' c o n t a i n d i s s i d e n t s t u d e n t s 1 

has grave i m p l i c a t i o n s , Apart from a d i r e c t e ros ion of c i v i l 
l i b e r t i e s and u n i v e r s i t y autonomy* such e x t e r n a l p res su re on 
a u n i v e r s i t y counc i l would i n e v i t a b l y l e a i t o t ens ion within 
the u n i v e r s i t y community and a concomitant l i k e l i h o o d of d i s 
agreement and p o l a r i z a t i o n on c e r t a i n i s s u e s . I t would r e f l e c t 
a l s o on t he competence of those men who comprise t he u n i v e r s i t y 
counci l s t o ensure t he smooth running of t h e i r u n i v e r s i t i e s . 

1 1 . CONCLUSION 
I t i s h ighly l i k e l y t h a t t h e r epo r t of the v^n Wyk de T r i e s 
Commission w i l l be t ab led in Parl iament d u r i r ^ t he forthcoming 
s e s s i o n . 

While s tudent l e a d e r s recognize t h a t t he p r e c i s e recommendations -
cf t he commission cannot be fo recas t with any degrees of C3r t a in -
t y , we be l i eve t he f a c t u a l i n fo io^ t ion cor.tainad in t h i * 
document i s s u f f i c i e n t t o engender a f ee l i ng of concej..- among 
juembers of t h e Engl ish language u n i v e r s i t y oonmunitie: be i t 
among s t u d e n t s , academics or a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . 

We b e l i e v > / . . . . 
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We b e l i e v e tha f a. f u r t h e r ons laught , on u n i v e r s i t y autonomy and•.. 
s t uden t r i g h t s i s imminent . We b e l i e v e , t o o , t h a t t h e ^ E n g l i s h 
language u n i v e r s i t y communities through common. in te res t s and • 
a s p i r a t i o n s c o n s t i t u t e a f a i r l y u n i q u e , i d e n t i f i a b l e group in 
South Afr ican s o c i e t y . Unwarranted a t t a c k s or a c t i o n a g a i n s t 
i n d i v i d u a l s and groups of i n d i v i d u a l s , , or a r e s t r i c t i o n of 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y a c c e p t e d p r a c t i c e s w i t h i n t h e s e communi t ies , 
f u r t h e r undermines our t enuous p o s i t i o n . I t i s s u f f i c i e n t cause 
fo r adequa te p r e p a r a t i o n , c o n s u l t a t i o n and courageous commitment 
t o ma in t a in t hose p r i n c i p l e s and p r a c t i c e s which we have 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y s u p p o r t e d . 

Cha r l e s Nupen 
PRESIDENT 


