
Page 6 December 1988 NUM NEWS INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

WORKERS OF 
THE WORLD 

Chileans lorm trade union federation 
( M I L K - As Chile voted "No" lo arniy dictator ftnochet, the Chilean 
trade union movement also made the must of Ihc opening o( political 
space 

Over I.IIOdclegalc* representing VriMKN) worker* met in August lo 
relaunch (Rule's national int lc union federation l l wil l replace the one 
banned following the 1973 military coup. 

The new trade union federation Central Umtana de Trahajadorcs 
(CUT) csiimMv\ th j l WK( of ihc organised working class from all sec
tors suppom ii 

In their "Programme of Struggle" the O M K \ U I trade unionists commit 
themselves to "a new social order, of genuine justice, democracy and 
liberty for Chile". 

Aquino's vigilantes attack unionists 
P H I L L I P I N K S • Trade unionists are under smack from vigilantes in 
Aquino's Phillipincs In the last fifteen months at least five shtip ste
wards of the union federation K M U (Kitusang Mayo l lnoh have been 
she* dead by a vigdanlc dealh squad group called ' KADRK" 

KADRE and other death squads have the support of the Aquino gov
ernment President Cory Aquino has called them a \oocretc mantfes-
talion of people's power" According to the independent Commission 
on Trade Union nghts, such anaefcs show the increasing use of vigdarv 
tes and Lalm American style disappearance as pan of the Aquino gov
ernment's l o w intensity conf l ict ' strategy used against opposition 
forces. 

The K M U said (lie situation in the Phillipines was a "undeclared stale 
o f martial law with a liberal facade". Aquino has also refused to repeal 
Marcos* repressive labour code and has ordered the arniy to dismantle 
i»icfcci lines. 

G R E A T B R I T A I N - Two hundred and forty one of the hundred* of 
miners sacked by the Coal Board during the I9R4-M British miners 
strike air still out of work. 
T A N Z A N I A - Tan/Jiua is going ahead with coal mining. A Chinese 
built mine at Kwira is under construction and wi l l soon produce 150,000 
tons of coal each year. 

< O l I M K I \ Since 1986 over 130 Columbian tralc unionists have 
been assassinated. disappeared or gravely wounded 

On t Apnl 2X agricultural workers were killed by government se
curity forces Columbian worker* have formed an organisation called 
CUT lo protest against government attacks. 

CUT has been involved in demonstrations and days of solidarity such 
as the successful March of Silence agaiast the Dirty War, TTicir slogan 
is "Better lo be with fear than to cease to be because of fear" 

Solidarity with Peru strikers 
STRIKING mincworkcrs in Peru 
in South America arc coming 
under attack f rom the govern
ment and employers. 

M incworkc rs have been on 
strike for nearly eight weeks. 
They arc s t a n d i n g s o l i d -
E m p l o y e r s arc r e f u s i n g to 
negotiate at a national level The 
government is not attempting to 
b r i ng ihc two par l ies t o the 
negotiatingtablc. but has come in 
support o f the mine bosses. 

Their union office has been 
raided by police and national ex* 
ecu live members detained 

The N U M has sent a contribu
t i o n to the P e r u v i a n m ine 
workers strike fund to help feed 
miners and their families. 

In a statement of solidarity, ihc 
N U M said "tl was the internation
al norm that workers be free to 
associate and wi thdraw their 
labour in order l o advance their 

NUM call for international miner unity 
T H E N U M and the Nat ional 
U n i o n o f M i n c w o r k c r s o f 
America arc lo submit a resolu
tion lo the 46th Miners Interna* 
t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n ( M I F ) 
congress in Harare next year call
ing on the executive committee to 
look at the possibility of a merger 
w i t h o t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
mincworkcrs1 federations like the 
International Miners Organisa

tion. 
The N U M resolution says that it 
is in the direct interest of mine 
worke rs " to j o i n forces w i th 
workers in other countries who 
work for the same multinational 
corporations in order lo carry out 

effective joint action*. 
The president of the I M O is 

Brit ish mine worker leader A r 
thur Scargill. 

Viva MUNI Namib ian workers are impatient for thalr Independence f rom apar the id 

Workers of Namibia 
demand control 
T I I K p o t t t r r u l s l o K a n o f l h e 

m i n t - w o r k e r s o f N a m i h i a is 

" A p e o p l e u n i t e d s h a l l 

n e v c r h e d e f e u l e d " . 
For the people of Namibia in

dependence is closrr than ever 
before. PW Botha and South A t 
nca have agrred .it ihe negotiat
ing table with Cuba. Angola. 
Amer ica and the USSR that 
Namibian independence under 
the United Nations Resolution 
435 wi l l take p l a n soon. 

But the workers and peasants 
of Namibia, led by SWAPO, wi l l 
no t be l ieve S o u t h A f r i c a ' s 
promises until they sec free and 
fair elections happen They have 
suffered loo long as a colony of 
apartheid. 

W o r k e r s S t a y a w a y 

On 20 and 21 June this year 
Namibian woikera took two days 
of stayaway action to protest 
against the presence of S A D F 
military bases in Northern Nami
bia. Workers - united in their 
federat ion N U N W (Nat iona l 
Union of Namibian Workers) -
demanded the removal o f the 
SADF bases. Ihc release of detai
nees and that police violcoce 
should he halted 

N U M has good relations with 
the Mmewofken Union of Nami
bia (MUN) OM2 IB lauikh AS 

Comrade Elijah Bany i said in his 
speech to the second congress of 
M U N this year: "We air not only 
fighting the same racist apartheid 
state. In many aspects we are 
fighting the same employcis." 

O n 23 November 1986 the 
Mineworkers Umoo of Namibia 

was launched in Katutura. Wind
hoek. 

M U N membcrstup has more 

than doubled after its lauocfa. It 

Ready for the day 
MUN'a genera l secretary, BEN 
ULUNGA to l d NUM News that by 
bu i ld ing worker democracy and 
c o n t r o l I n t h e u n i o n s n o w , 
workers were get t ing ready for 
the fu ture free Namib ia . "Workers 
wi l l have more cont ro l when we 
make the i e w s \ he said. 

now stands at over 9 000 signed 
up member* which is close lo 50 
per cent o l die entire workforce 
in the mining industry. 

Aboul 20 000 people are em
ployed on ll»e mines 'the main 
employers are Consolidated Dia- < 
mond Mines ( l ie Beer*), Ross-
ing. a subsidiary of Rto Tinlo in 
the U .K s o d Tf tumeb T C L . 
owned by Go ld Fields and a 
United Sines Company. 

The chief minerals mined ai t 
diamonds, uranium, copper and 
lead. 

Minerals donmiaic Namibia's 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
accounting for 4 0 * and are re
sponsible for the bulk o f the 
apartheid -regime's revenue in 
taxes. 

M U N has signed recognition 
agmmcr ts with COM, SWA Li-
Ihium and Salt Co and Rassmg 
A n accrss agreement has been 
signed widi T C L 

A p a r t h e i d s c o l o n y 

The background to the prob
lem of wodters in Namibia is die 
reality of Namibia's status as a 
colony illegally occupied by racist 
South Africa. Labour legislation 
is conservative and racist 

The M U N came about as the 
miner* own answer lo a situation 
of colonialism and apanheid. 

In South A f r i ca , wages for 
mincwnrken who do ihr hardest 
and most dangerous work in ihc 
mines arc amongst l l r lowest in 
the Sou th A f r i c a economy. 
Wages for nuneworitera are. on 
average. 20 percent below those 
in manufacturing 

But in Namibia, the situation is 
different Miners in Namibia gel 
more money those than workers 
in other aeclorm. Bui wages on 
Namibian mines arc often lower 
than on similar mines in South 
Africa. 

For example the m in imum 
wage for the A l band at Dc Beers 
mines in Namaqualand, Kimbcr-
kry and Premier is now R553 a 
month. Although MUN recently 
negotiated a 2 1 % increase al 
some mines, there arc workers 
getting as low as R90 a month 

W o r k e r c o n t r o l 

The M U N and mine workers 
take democracy and workers 
control w r y seriously. At* their 
special congress in February 
M U N resolved that Ihe union 
had Ihc crucial task of helping 
build democracy. Workers had 
the practical task of dealing or
gans of and building "Peoples* 
Power". 

M U N has been harassed by 
mine authorities and the regime. 
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