
DRAWING NEAR TO THE 'QUICK' OF S. AFRICA 
I have over the past two years been able to view South Africa 
from a distance. 

A country divided 

I seemed to see n country divided 
into compartments, cadi having H» 
own Churches, Schools Universities 
Clubs Societies and even, in Ike sphe
re at mas* media of communication, 
it* own newspapers, flints, end radio 
programme*. In this W*y the people 
were a U t to nurture their stereotyped 
view* of each other; to protect them* 
wives from what wan not 'their line'; 
even to preach that inler-cemmunlca-
thm may he a w'n! And woree, each 
Christian section, accustomed to think
ing of itself more as a "hole than an 
a part, V M busy justifying itself to 
itself and to any who W*uld core to 
hear, though few did. except to criti
cise. 

One group said they Cried to oome 
extent to express what they thought 
to be Christian love and concern to
wards those in a different coloured 
compartment, but a third group look
ed on and thought that that love was 
hypocritical because, for « « thing. It 
wasn't extended to thorn too, and 
Christian love should not be only one
sided. Then being accused of self love, 
this third section said H was better 
to be sincere than false, und even Je
sus had worked first amongst his own 
people and provided for their needs. 
To neglect your own would not be 
right 

In another compartment, people 
were justifying their growing aposta-
cy from their former Allegiance to 
Christ, by saying that they were tired 
of being regarded as *eccns|.elass 
Christians, although expected to show 
greater love to those in the other com
partments than they — the two main 
white groups — were prepared to snow 
to each other. 

There was yet another small cell 
though, feeling too recent and keen 
n smart, to talk and cry out as the 
others did. They had once half believ
ed they were loved. So they were the 
more deceived when they found that 
they too had been judged on their inde
lible caste. At least Jesus had been re
jected for what he stood for rs a per
son, but there is a hopclrwnew about 
being rejected no matter what sort of 
person one is as if one's person 
were immaterial. I can't matter only 
to myself. 1 matter to myself only in* 

sofar as I matter to you. This is rela
tionship and the Bible is all about 
relationship — ot God to me and you. 
and of me to you, and you to me. 
We are all one family really, hot we 
live in separate homes. It's bewilder
ing'. 

It la virtually Impossible to view 
one's own land dispassionately. One 
can't escape the love of It. the con
cern for It. and the desire to work 
always in hope of the best for It- As 
Jesus la our hope if we are Christians, 
our work, whatever It Is. will not he 
without reference to Him, 

Spiritual reserves 

I have recently arrived home snd 
have fell most encouraged by n new 
realisation of depth in our South Afri
can situation — an awareness of the 
existence of spiritual reserves, like the 
reserve* of a Karoo bush which suff
ers long periods of drought, yet which 
pushes its roots ever deeper in search 
of spring water — and finds it? 

In the past w« honoured leaders 
whose physical endurance, courage 
and litdomltableneas of spirit made 
them press forward fearics*|y to the 
unknown. These men would not have 
got far had they chosen to stay in the 
laager. They ventured courageously in
to every part of the land, having their 
Bibles with them as their mainstay. 
We are proud of this heritage, hut 
should this remain only a heritage? 

To-day we may follow the leader* 
of another trek — one which is a 
lest of mental and spiritual, more than 
of physical adaptation and endurance 
— and we ourselves will net know 
whether later generation* will call It 
"great", or whether It will be as de
cisive in our history as the Rrsl Great 
Trek. We can only answer the call to 
trek out of e n laager security into a 
perhaps turbulent future, following 
the word of God. Our forefather* had 
only G*d to trust. They learned to live 
moment by moment And to live In
creasingly in the present Is to live 
Incteaatngly In Ike light of eternity, 
which Is reality, honouring God** na
me: 1 am that 1 am'. He Is from the 
befflaniug, a present God. 

We may rem-mber the great Old 
Testament prophetic practice of recol
lection and expectation that gave sig
nificance to their present But by the 

time of Christ the Jews had changed 
from the spontaneity of prophetic liv
ing and had reduced their life to the 
following of a code of rule* designed 
to keep them religiously snd racially 
pure. Thus they lost their election for 
they could not recognise the truth 
and life la Jesus. They had learned 
to judge only hy a code. They saw 
that Hla love was iadiscrtmlnate and 
that he did not honour the old ways, 
so they rejected Htm. "It was expe
dient that one men should die for the 
people that the whole nation perish 
not —. Then from that day forth they 
look counsel together for to put Him 
to death". 

The ground of hope 

At this time of the year we remem
ber that Jesus "set his face to go to
wards Jerusalem". This way to the 
Cross meant for Him the breaking of 
lesser allegiances, the disappointing of 
many, and then apparent personal de
feat. But He said to Hla disciples "Re
member the word that I have said un
to you. the servant is not greater than 
his lord". 1 quote Dr. E. Brooke's 
words3: "What is invincible in love 
is not that It gets its own way. but 
lhat it keeps on loving. This is the 
power of love in the face of man's 
freedom to do wrong; it is the vic
tory of the Cross". Our charge is not 
that we should be successful but that 
we should be faithful. Our faith la in 
the Resurrection of Christ the King, 
whose victory has already been won. 

This then la the ground of my 
hope. Men in their heart of heart* 
know what truth I* and they know 
what love Is — even though they may 
know It only when they see It These 
thing* may become obscured for a ti
me; they may become a matter of per
suasion and not of joyful recognition 
— hut they can never be destroyed, 
for each Mate there are found men to 
understand a situation and fearlessly 
to Interpret the way of God In It, so 
truth and love will Ihre on, but only 
In the heart* of thnae who recognise 
them, and who are we to cay who may 
or may not reeognlae the** Christian 
value*? Could Camphss have guessed 
It would he the Roman*? Could those 
Reman* have guessed it could be the 
Vandals and 'Goths'? — but St Au-
Kuatine did, and the Church went out 
to meet those Barbarian*. 

* From "Power, Law. Right and Love" pie 
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