CHEsSTLERNVILLLE
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AINTRODUCTTON

In 150 acres of hilly, wooded Lerrain, Just G: kms. north west ot
Durban lies CHESTERVILLE. the city's second videst black township
wilh a population of around 15,000,

sittugted immediately adjacent Lo Lhe plush white and, by definition,
stuable suburb of Westville and divided, by two national highwavs,
Frowm Lhe hilstorically racial battleground knuvwn as Cato Manor,
Chesterville has survived not only apartheid's Group Area's axe bul
stmilarly motivated attempts ot eiller its reduction vr eliminat ion,

Iwilweenh Lhe vears 19450 and 194% Dutbaan, as elsewhere in the Uniun,
was ul fected by rapid urbanid zatb ton amd wartime building restrictiovns,
giving rise to housing problems of overcrowding in existing locations
st T hie e rgence o squat Ter coamjes. Chesterville's hombl e aad
squalid begionings were rrom just such an i llegal camp: Che overt |l ouw
from Lhe 900 houses - LDUllt o an area then Known as Blackburn Estal e
which tell far shoir b oof the demsiel,

Acvcourding Lo one Lt ormant , o tesident s lluuimHu Ooult of Lownshiop
existence, Chesterville was formal by established in 1940 at Che
i.u-ujm.*.'-sl_ bl o cerbtatln M., Chester tromm whom obviously L derived iLs
TR [TO I Lhis 15 s0, Lhen certaitnly Lhese four decailiss ol b e
Lownships's history have bDeeln o Lravesty of what its Founder and
namesake intenpded. For 1t was at tlee labtler s request that 2795
artes were Lo e set aside For the specifiie use of widows and

Gl el . Rent - then only 125 ial wors Lo e exactoed For o period
ul 1% vears aid Lhervealter howme owhership was Lo be given Lo Lhe
Lendianls,

That such a humane scheme never eventuated s hardly surprising
given the function and the fate of soulh Alrica’s black townships.
As pouls of cheap labour, they provided the source from which post-
World war 11, rapidly industrializing, South aAfrica was Lo draw iLs

vast profits.  The long term implications that this has had for
south Africa's social relations is evidenl today in widespreud towi-
ship rebellion. The basis of this shetto revolt is the implicic

mderstanding of o system desigmead, in the nterests ol whites, to
deny to the deprived both a say tn the cuntirel of their lives and
Chedr right to enjoy the fruits of their labour.

The Chesterville story is Little dirrerent . For all its paudab]e
beginnings - at least in the mimd of 1Ls benetac Lor -1L Luo has
Lraversed the same path From impoverishmenl Lo protest., A proloest

that goes Devomd the mere rejection of Ll structural Joverty that
cunt itnues to blight the lives of willions, and Is now an: Lrreversible
demaied Tor freedom on, tor the most part, "Charterist' terms.
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e b Bl eriesiia ]l obiservarr, Clieestaars n b bes = paoavasd Ty s =evimeew gl |
apparent , AL is merely that vhe Tushoess of sub-tropicoal Ceoelat jon
ACLS s oo o camourlager, masking to some eosbont Plae supeer Cicial larsh
= ol Ll phvsical reality,

Al the realities are ol

o biigh vecupancy of Jdi lapidated, suby cconpomic honses:

«  obf dirt reads in need of roepaii

« of inadegquate educat ional rfacilities a sinyle sSecondary el
oy two P'rimary schools;

’ of Pew aid, tor the most part, unusable recregtionagl coanendn fus:

« of non-existent services for which an indigent communi Ly are
cxpecied Lo paw g

. of rents in excess of what the maJoerity can attoerd and with rhe
Chreat of evictbloen for Lhose b oatr el =:

« uf o high rate of unemplovment .

I sum, except tor a venceer ot paigting tor those homes visible o
the white public, little or nothing has ever been done Coo upagrace
the township. Chestervile remains, as townships evervwhere have,
it only for the fourth rave, the unentranchised, Che oxpenc:l e,

PPROEST

1954 saw The last election for o Commuanity Conpeid 1. (REFT R N ST FTETTTEY P
the practice of this discredited syvstem hebd oo more Legr b imaeey

Pl bl Theee coneept o which They soie im0 %ol St b s spoces ) fumen L
deviiee to hold on Lo Che sobestanee o power whin st o speensing onls
1hs =sembelance, Whedorhe =esmbol oo Uhos Comgppe v D bosrs D hpgmser Ly ovs Doaves
attirmed through their doabid Doy sl seeming unwi L ingness to help
P Ul el i b tmieennt of Ul it owin goecaajeler,

Lowartd s Lhils latter end, organt Zalion was clearly necessary ol
Lhe only solut ton 15 commuid b ies werss Lo contront thiee qgoverament

bt resc b Iy s bl Chiesn s Lasegd 0 dmaat o0 clevmannnds. Fvosnn ket onres 0 hoes e wnmhi
el oo Natal - with Vicborta Mxengpe"s mnrder on 1 August , 19585 -
Chesterville bl done just hat Tie 19, Pol eexanmgeler, 0 bl

fori sl o consortium of periphoecal ctownships trom Clee perescer i bed
areas: Lamontvyl e, Hambanathn, klicaorwatear aad Shabaville to Corm
The Jolnt Rentl ACion Commi bt teas © JORAC Toe Chaat sosinr Vewr, sanad
thereatter, o her organt Zat tons weres spuawinsl toomeet Ul g ow i g
eesd=s o Chesterville's womentolh, 0= vont b ool Tl crisis it=cll.

Lhese communpity Stractures, as elsewhere, posead For thie Stale o
potential threat mmdermining irts contiol. Buar wlhiesresas i cei lailn
ateas ob Natal, vt bewed become cleonr thaat the State could rely o an
lnkatha presence for the vicarions esercise ol that coptrol, with
Chesterville this was nolt suoa.,
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Instead, the State moved fn to put the township under the control

aof tirst one and then a second of irs law enforcement ayencies.

By the end of that fFlrst crisis veal, 1985, the Sourth African Police
CSAIY were operating from a premiss once used as a Beer Hall ¢ and,
s=vimbol ically, arsoned 1n 193, Jhelr pumber was increased when
troops trom the South African Defence Force (SADF) were sent in as
reinforcement.

The very presence and permanency of these security forces have
brought the besejged township of Chesterville into the forefront of
attack, while at rthe same Cime attording its communitly organizarions
no protection whatsocever from a right wing vigilante group that
cmerged from within the township itselr.

This group - the self-stvied "A" Team - originated with the ex-
Headmaster ol the High School, ayrippa Cebekhulu, from whose pame,
it is thought, the "A"™ was Laken. The edducartion crisis had cer-
tainly not left Chesterville unscathed and trouble between the
High School's Headmaster and pupils led eventual ly tu the former's
resignarion aml his subsequent recraltment of the notorious "A®
Fodam Vrom amongst eX conviers aoed Ceachers and that  ine luded ope
Councillor., Although only relatively few in number, drawn from a
bt Ful of families all known to the residents, this gang with the
alleged tand well documented) backiong and collusion of the security
forces has done antold damadge to the comminity of Chesterville.,

'o the extent of:

« lives disrapted

«  of a vontinuing evele of victimization, arrests, detention,
~ torture;

» of Killings, maiming, arson; .

« of schooling disorganized and "comrades” routed;

«  of children, voulth and leaders in hiding:

=  of desperate mothers, wives and sisters standing vigil,

In the relatively small, beleaguered township of Chesterville
upswards of 4% have met with violent, premature death at the hands
uf the security forces, unknown suspects or the infamous "A" Team.

CHESTERVILLE, it would seem, is a classic example of where, in a
well organized community, the sState's modus operandi is Lo terroise,
to divide and, in sum, to crush all oppousition - real amd potential.

su Fhat today Chesterville 1s oxperiencing the depth of black furv:
Lrapped into a situation of vivlence noet of their making; their
demands re jected; their organizations smushed; hounded to Lhe
ground when they dare to escape; despaivring of help from any quarter;

...... for them the only answel left Lo the brute Furce pltred
augainst them is to return with rfirepower,

No Jonuger, the vouth are saving, are hey uulnq to defenvelesslv
willl Lo e the next target tor some callow, trigger-happyv, rubot-
Vike recruit - who, 1F he had any uivderstanding wouldn't be there.,

BLACK YOUTH TOoO ARE ARMING.
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Aftfigavit

I, STANLEY MFANAFUTHI DLAMIN] do hereby make ocath and say:
1

I am an 18 year male resident at H/31, Road 15, Chesterville and
am a scholar at Chesterville High School.

2
I reside with my parents.
3
On the 19th June 1984 at approximately &.50 pm 1 went to my
neighbours house also i1n Road 15. My neighbour is Good Manzini.
4

It was my habit to go to this house to sleep from time to time as
it is dangerous to stay 1n one’' s own home. It is known that the
police and the A-team (a gang which has terrorised Chesterville
for some time) often attack houses where young men of my age
stay.

S
On tnhnis particular night 1 was at the neighbour 's house with his

brother-in-law Russel Mngomezulu, anad another friend Tibelo
Mbatha.

(=]
At about 1.15 am that morning Sandile Mkize and Russel Mthembu
came to this house, They were Known to me.

7

These two asked for Russel Mngomezulu whom they knew would be
there.

8

They then said that we should accompany them to the house of one
Cwepheshe, who 1s also known to me and who also lives in Koad 15.
Russel Mngomezulu, Tibelo, Mbatha and 1 then accompanied Sandile
Mkhize and Russel Mthembu to that house.
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On the way | enquired why we were goling there and Russel Mthembu
sdald that | should not worry as they nhad met certaln men trom the
border who had come to help us.

10
When we arrived at Cwepheshe s house we knocked and entered.
11
Sandile Mkhize and Russel Mthembu then went out again and shortly

thereatter returned with two men and one woman, all Black, but
who were not known to me.

12
One of these men said to us that they had been looking all over
for ws and they had dangerous weapons for us. He asked what
would happen 1f the police caught us. The man talking had a
tirearm 1n hlis Jacket.

13
At that point Russel Mthembu asked the strangers who the White
man 1n the car outside was. I gathered that these men had come
in a white Hi Ace van and that they had left one White and one
Black man 1n the car. I however did not see ‘them myself.

14

The stranger replied that the struggle was multi-racial and
Umkhonto has Black and White members.

15

Umkhonto iz to the best of my knowledge and belief the military
wing of the African National Congress.

l&

The woman that had come with the stranger then left having said
that she was golng to collect what sne called the material.

17
After a few minutes the man who had done the talking stated that

his woman companion was taking too long and that he was Qoing
to seec what was happening. He - then went out, '

k)



18

Sandile Mkhize tried to follow but the remailning man said he
should not Qo ocut as there was a man from Chesterville ocutside
whom we should not see.

19
Then this remaining man also went outside.
20

At this stage there were six of us 1n the room, namely Russel

Mngomezulu, Tibelo HMbatha, Sandile Mkhize, Russel Mthembu,
Cwebeshne and myself.

21

Suddenly | heard gunfire coming i1n from the window and thin
walls. 1 saw the stranger who had gone out to look for the
woman described in paragraph 17 standing at the window and am
certain that he was one of the people {firing at us.

22
1 saw Russel Mngomezulu fall on the bed he was sitting on. 1
was grazed by a bullet on my forenead and fell to the +floor.

Sandile Mkhize {fell on top of me. ]l neard Tibelo who was at the
goor +all also.

25
The sound of the shooting was like that of a machine gun.
24

The shooting lasted about 2 to I minutes.

25
After the shooting stopped | asked whether anyone was still
alive. Tibelo replied ana I teld him that | was going to get
help.

e
Russel Mthembu, Fussel Mngomezulu, Sandile Mkhize and Cwebeshe

were dead.
2

I then went to Manzini1”s house and reported what had happened.
e then borrowed a car from a Mr., Sithole who took Tibelo to
nospltal.
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The above affidavit was taken by Feter Rutsch of the Legal
kKesource Centre, 20 5t. Andrew’ s Street, Durban.

It was done 1n my presence and in my house on the Friday evening,
21 June 19Bé&.

In view of Black Sasnh’'s involvement with Chesterville, a number
of us haag gone, 1n responseé to an urgent call, to the township on
the morning of the 20 June. Not only did we visit the homes of
the families concerned and heard theilr tragic story verbatim, but
we were also a witness to the slaughter shack itself and saw it
in the blocdy, bullet ridden and chaotic state in which 1t had
been left only hours beforehand.
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Ann Colvin
Chalrperson
BLACK SASH - NATAL COASTAL REGIDN NATIONAL CONFERENCE 1987
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