STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE
COUNCIL AND STAFF OF THE
FEDERAL THEOLOGICAL
| SEMINARY, ALICE, C.P.

We, the Council and Stwafl of the Federa!
Theologacal Seminary, are gravely duturbed
by the request of the Univeruty of Fort Hare
o purchase our land and buildings, in view
of the fact thet univerunes have the legal
nght to expropnete land required for deve-
lopment. We are convinced, after thorough
mvestygution, that the request = both un-
ressorable and unjustified.

We welcome the growth of Fort Hare, and
recogname that the position of the Semunary
on the boundsry of the Fort Hare campus
makes i 2 convenwent duection for the
exparaion of the Universty. But there are
other facts 10 be taken mita consideration.
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The Semmary u not the only direction un
whach expansion mught ake place. Fort Hase
slready posscssrs conmdersble land. The
present campus 8 spproumately 180 ha and
Honeydale Farm (which Fort Hare slready
owra) sbout 582 ha. We belweve that the
LU niveruty 13 also negotiating for the pu.rﬂuﬂ
of about |84 ha from the Bantu Presbyteran
Church snd 158 la of Lovadale Mission land.
Ths totals nesrly 1104 hs (about 1239
morgen or 1719 acres), and would make Fort
Hare sdjascent to Fontu Trust termitory, some
of which could surely be made svailable. In
the light of these facta the 94 ha of the
Semunary & not & very sygnificant amount.
Morcover, the cost of purchasing the develop-
ed Semunary bnd and buwldingy would
absorb a great desl of money which we belweve
could be better spent. For example, 1t mught
go towards the cstablahment of & univeruty
branch n the Trenakey, which has already
been asked for in ofhaal quartens.

Agunit the co~vensence to Fort Hare of
taking over the Federal Sominary muat be set
the considernble damage 10 the Semunary
isell and the Churzhes wlsch it serves. It s
less than ten year vince the Semunary opene 1
ia doors. Before thus 1ta Colleges suffered
number of removals caused 1n esch case by
government leguliton, and were involved in
a bing search for & suntable site. The present
site was selecied o od s development under-
taken only after zaurance of secunty of
tenure had been received from the Secretary
of Banty Admunutraton and Development in
the presence of the Muinnwn of Baniu
Admunstrstion and Development and  of
Banty Eduvcauvon. Further remowval st tho
stage would wvelve not only the sbundon-
ment of buddunge and grounds developed
with care over & decsde, but also the dia-
rupnon of & community wnsch, for all i

shortcomings, haa great value for Church

and people 1n South Alnca. It would destroy
what confidence there may be win the worth
of povernment assursnces, and would thus do
further harm to the Church-5uie relatoralup
in this country.

It should not be forgotten that the I.md.nn
which the Semunary s budt was given by the
Church of Scotland. and forms part of the
area granted by the Anosa Chaefl Tyhali, son
of Ngqika, and i 1555 was set aside for the
work of the Chrstian Church. With the
ending of the muswnary cra st Lovedale
Trauning College, 1 4 more than ever ap-
proprate that 3 small porvwon of Tyhal's
gilt should contmuwe to be wied for thn
purpose. _

The Fort Hare authonitwes have stated thar
they are only wnteresied in purchasing the
total sres of land specifhed in the third
paragraph. They have provided no adequate
cxplanation why the small portion owned by
the Semunary is considered essental. In the
abaence of such an cxplanation we may be
excused for suspecting that other factors than
the need for expansion have influenced the
decision. Is it, in fact, the case that the
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Semunary must be moved because its npon-
racial community s an embarrasament 1o our
neghbour?

We scknowledge that there have been
musundentandmgs between Fort Hare and
the Federal Semunary. Tha should nor
obacure the sdvantages of our being next to
one another. Throughout the world theolo-
prcal semunanes are being placed close to
vhuversiises. We st ths Semunary  have
enpoyed the fowendaship of students and siaff
members st Fort Hare, and many st Fort
Hare have enpoyed contact with an ecumenscal
comwmuruty. It s of grest vmportance that
future clergy should be 1n touch with the
young wntellectuals who are the leadenn of
tomorrow, and equally that these lesden
thould develop their thinking 10 assocwstion
with future Chratoan munsters. The koas of
such mutual bencfio must be set against the
materal convenuence of kg over » negh-
bouring pwce of land.

The Fort Hare suthontes have claimed
that the purchase would be in the interests of
the Xhosa people. The expanswon of univer-
uty [scithtses would ceramly be in thewr
mtereats, but tha B not the wame thing as the
removal of the Seminary. The Fedenl
Semunary serves the nterests of the whole
South Aflncan prople: Xhosa, Zulu, Tywana,
Sotho, Trwongs, Vends, Pedi, Coloured and
Indian are among ts students, snd most of the
pantscipating Churches  also  have white

_memberdy We believe that the traning of the

Chrutian munotry u of paramount vmporance
o tho country and that unnecessary inter-
ference with 1t should be avosded.

We are not convineed that Fert Hare needs
to purchase the Federal Seminary. We
profloundly regret that the. request to pur-
chase was ever made, and we deplore the
veibed hunts that ‘other means’ ace avmlable
thould & negotuted setthement prove un-
possible. These are already leading 1o un-
neceniary terason and resentment. Abandon-
ment of the request would be to the ultimate
bemcht of all concerned.
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