MINUTES OF BLACK SASH NATIONAL CONFERENCE HELD FROM 15TH to 18TH MARCH 1984
in JOHANNESBURG,

The opening meeting of Conference took place on the evening of 15th March at
3t., Martin's Church, Rosebank, and was addressed by the Wational President,
Mrs. Sheend Duncan, anl by Mrs. Mana Slabbert of the University of Cape Towny

Mrs. Jill Wentzel, Chairman of tho Transvaal Region, was in the Chairy
(The National President's address is Conference Document No, 1)

ERIDAY 16TH MARGH

The first business seseion began at Khotso House at 9 a,m on Friday 16th March,
PRESENT : Jean Sinclair, Honorary Life President of the Black Sash

In the Chair Sheena Duncan National President
Joyce Harris National Vice-~President
Ethel Walt National Vico-President
DELEGATES.
Headquarters Jill Wentzel Magazine Bditor
Audrey Coleman Treasurer
Julia Heaney Secretary
Trangvaal Josie Adler
Merle Beetge

Gill De Vlieg

Glenda Qlovar

Judith Hawarden

Dawn Ingle

Laura Pollecutt

Beulah Rollnick

Beryl Stanton

Joanne Yawitch

Mary Harrop Allin - alteornating with
Annica Van OQylewyk Pretoria,

Pretoria Observers Verna Brown,
Hilde Collenbrander

Elaine Byro
Monica Wilson

a egtarn Mary Burton
Jenny de Tollay
Lyn Jackson
Sue Joynt
Margaret Nash
Noel Robb
Beverley Runciman

Cape Town
Observers Di Bishop

Joan Qrover



Alternatep
Natal 8 Ann Colvin Libby Collins
Jill Nicheclson Ann BEvans
Solveig Piper Caroline Shaw
Irma Senckal Jeorgina Stevens.
Natal Midlandgs Marie Dyer
Heth Franklin

Pesoa Weinburg

Cape tern Tessd Branch
Molly Blackburn

Border Ronal Scheffers

Albany Betty Davonnort

sarah Christie
Many obrcervers from Johannesburg attend confarence sessions.

APOLOCIZS : Bobby Melunsky (Cape Bastern),

Conference stood in ailonce in memory of those who have dicli¥in detention,

THE DEDICATION was recd by tho Notional Presidant

WELCOME Jill Wentzel, Chairmun of Trahsvaal wolcomiod all dologetos to Johannosburge
THANKS wore oxprossed by Mary Burton, Chairman of Cape Wostorn,

MESSAGES of greeting from S.A.C.Cey U.D.F.y Ulrike Johanns und Mr.-Riebard Thoms
ware receivod

OTOGRAPH Jill Wentzel anncunced that yill De Vliog would bo taking
photographs during confaroncos

MMI WaS APPCINTED 4 .

Joyco Harris as convanor, Josie Adler, Di Bighop, Irna Senakal, Beth Franklin,
Sarah Christie, Tessa Branch.

THE RULES OF PRCCEZDURE were noted but not adhored tos
Eﬂg MIMUTES OF THED %ﬁ}‘ Nutional Conferunce, which had been circulated to all
Repions wore adoptod ond signad 4s corroct.

MATTERS oRISING FROH THE MINUTES. It was agreed that those would be dealt with
n the Headquartors roport and as they arose on the agonda,

A briof froe discussion took place on matters not on tho agenda,

The following concorna were raisod :

Tho Black Sash is wodk in its understamding of cconomic icomes and systoms ;

tho class strugele amd olectronic media § the uniform tax gysctem - 3 need was
axpreased for the Black Sash to produce informative material ; reform euphoria is
hiding the fact that thoreo aro moro detentions, not less ; three accused appoirang
in the Pietermaritzburg Svprome Court in leg irons and the atmosphaore of foar upd
hystaria in and around the Court ; SADF members in a Cape Flats crecho ;
inoquality of incomas, cxploitation and roprussion ; the fact that overseds
visitors to South Africa are ill informed and shiecldod from the evidenco of
aparthoid ; the threatened removal of Mswali ; the fnovitable oxpledives of
violanco in commnities,
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THE H A .

The Hgadquarters roport was presentod by Joyce Harris (Conforence.Documant No, 2)
Sheena Duncan pointed out that the work which the Black Sash does is not the work of
any individual butthoe product of the whole organieation working as a team,- -High
profile office bedrers would not have anything whatsoever to say if it were not for
the work done by all the active members, in the funl raising activities, the advice
offices, resettlement areas etc., she thanked Joyce for compiling and presenting
the report.

Mary Burton congratulated Joyce and said the section in the report on metters arising
from the mimites was very useful indoed.
Headquarters was thanked for information sent out during the yoar.

Noal Robb askoed whether the Headquarters committea was separate from the Ragibnnl
committea. It was exploined thut there is only ono committee for both but agendas
and mimites are divided into Negional concerns aml Nation2l concerns,

The Treasurers Roport was presented by hudrey Coleman (Conforence Document No. 3.)

She proposed an increase in the price of the magazine to R1,90 per copy.

An amendment that the price should be R2,00 wac proposed by Laura Pollecutt, seconded
by Judith Hawarden and was pagsed unanimously.

The Troasirer said thot thare is no need to- increase the levy on Regional members
at the moment.

The adoption of tha report was proposed by Joyce Harris, seconded by Ethel Walt, and
carried.

The Magazing Report was presented by Jill Wentzel (Confereonce Document No, 4,)

She requested delogates tn decida whether thae conferenco booklct "Law without
Justice™ which Cape Weatorn had7Tproduced after the 1983 conforence naa ppen useful
and whether such a document should be produced this year, and if so whether it should
replace the May 1984 issue of the magazine or be publishod as well as the magazine,

Delegates reported thiat the boocklet had been mout usoful in the Regions. Discussion
cantrod aroumd the means of distribution and who would do the work required to
produce it this year,

1t was docided that a publication summirising the 1984 conference chould be producad,
that it should not roplace the magazine but should be ready in time to be mailed out
Wwith the May issuo of the magazine.

4 sub=committee wag formed with the followinz regional roprosentitives to propare tho
matorial which will be co-ordinatod und printed in Cape Town, Hoadquarters will pay
the costs inmvolved.

Josie Adlor, J4ilian Wicholson, Beth Franklin, Tessa Branch, Joycc Brown,
Margaret Wash, Sue Joymt, Ronel Scheffers, Betty Davemport.

The magazine report wis adopted ; proposed by wolveig Piper, sccorded by
Mary Burton, With warm ccngratulations to Jill Wentzel 7nd to Joyce Brown on the
excellence of SASH.

REGIONAL REPORTS/-=-=
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Page Four
RECIONAL REPORTS

Written reports had been circulated to dolegates. FReglons werge asked to speak to
them briefly.

Reanal Scheffers reported that Bordar had not submitted a written report.
ave onLy & active dembers, most of them have full time jobs, All they can
do is to try to maintain the Dlack Sash presence in a very volutile and politically
sensitive region,

Tha Black Sash had becon the only "white" organisation in Bast London to be invited
tc tho launching of the UDF,

Cape Eastern (Conforence Document No. 5.) was presentod by Molly Blackburns

hlbany (Conference Document No. 6.) was presented by Betty Davenport.

Natal Midlands {gnnfurum ocument No. 7.) was prescnted by Pessa Wdiaberz who
ership fipure should » s not 70,

Beth Franklin drew attention to tho dumping of milk which tock place in
Pietermaritzburg in 1983,

Natax {gonfercnce Document No, 8,) was presentod by Solveig Piper.

Ann Colvin mentionea "tho ripplo effects of protests on issues, Sarah Burns prosented
presented the report of the Highway Branch which intemls to concentrate on Court
Monitoring and removale in tho coming year.

The ossay prize project for achool children contimes to bo successful.

Cape Western (Conference Document No. 9,) was presented by Mary Burton.

Transvaal (Conference Document No. 10.) was presented by Jiit Wenbzol.

The Pretoria Branch report (Conference Document No, 11,) was presented by

Mary Harrop=Allin who said the branch was now ten ycars old with 24 members and im
ngeding new members urgently, particularly people who would work in the advica
offices A membership drive is being comductad,

In the discussion which fcllowed these reports Di Bishop asked if the Departmént
of Foreign Affairs brouht overseas visitors to advico offices in other regiowna.
Some have been to the Capo Town office. It has been the exXpericnce in
Johannasburg that visitors brought to South Africa by the Department or by the
S.4. Fourdation or S.4. Forum only arrange to come to the Black Sash if they
themselves insist that we be included in their programmes,

Margaret Nash rominded Conference that 1984 will see the 100th Anniversary of tha
Conferonce of Berlin which set the Colonial b“oumndaries for Africa.

Mila Zille undertook to obtain informaticn on this for poasible action in the
Regions later in the year.

Joyce Harris congratulated all the Regions on tho impreseive work they had done
during the year.

Oregtings Messiges wWore sont by Conference to Gita Dyzerhaus and Marian Lacaey,
both of whom wore much missod,

Fellow workers in Khotso House joined delegates for an informedy lunch,

ADVICE OFFICE HYPORTE/-—
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Fire Five.

ADVICE OFFICE ORTS.

East London, There wis no vritten report from 3order. Their advice office closed
down in June 1983 whon thay vere .-iven notice tc vacate the premises they had been
unin~ by the Trinity Methodist Church, Th:iis developmant co-incided with the
establighment of nn odvice ceutre at the Magazane Cpen Jel'ool in East London,

The Border Reion is not strony encuph to miintain an vivice office at tho moment,

Port Elizabeth, (Coifsrence Document Mg, 12.) Tho work done in this office is
growing rapidly. It is now opat on Thursdiys 4md Scturd-ys, HMolly Blackburn
roported on the c2soe of 2 young man who was refused permissien to live in Port
Elizobath with his .-ad mother who is dopendent upon him, Ha had asked 33 an
after thought if it m~de any diffurence that he holds Sprin Lok colours for boxing,.

Grahamgtown, {G{:-nfur_g'_ncu Dogument lio. 1}}. This office is roceivinz many queries
relitod to poverty, U.Il.F. and pension com,l:ints. Thay werk in close
co'.operation with the Rhodes University Law Clinic,

A preclamation of 1970 which removes the juriscidtion of Industrial Council Aproeements
from bLlack areas an' townships means th't workers in theone areds may be paid
pitifully low wigas. It is not uncommon in Grihamstown tc find women working in

the townships who 2re paid only 35 coents 2in hour,

Pietormaritzburg.  (Co:ference Documort No, 14). This office has hid to'extend its
hours 2

is in urgent need of moro voluntary workers. U,I.F. is the ;Teatest
problem due tc the fact that there hove been many rotrenchmonts in the area,

Durban, (Eﬂnfaranca__ﬂqmmant Lo, 1&!. There his been an encrmous incredse in the
mobar of people who h've no work,

U.I.P. and paensions in Kwa Zulu aro the predtest problems ard are dealt with in
cepardte papers g u2ll 28 in the 2dvice orfice report,

Only %' of Durban's black population lives in the prescribed area, The rest are in
Kwa Zulu townships, tlec Transkeian citizen is permitted tc¢ work in the Durban cred
unless they wore already there before 1976 or unless thay become citizens of Kwa 2ilu.
The granting; of such citizenship has to ba asreed to by the S.A. povernment and is
very limited.

Lamontville is due to be incorporéted into Kwa Zulu und repidents are beins mislod
zg to thoir Section 10 rifhts amd future stitus as contract workers.

Section 10 riphts coi'ze to exist oncu 2 porason is rosident in 2 homeland ared or
outside 23 prescribed ~rod. Officinls are Lepginnins to tolk “bout "udministrative®
Section 10 people, witich mesans tiiese people who fall within the commter group and.
have no legal richts but enjoy vereferontisl 2cgess to jobs in the nesrby urban areas,

Pretoria’s raeport on Sechunuve illustrates this proceas wi.ich should be highlighted
in the Conforence bookl st.

Durban's advico office report has-been translated inte “mlu “nd this h?s been 3 most
sugceseful venture,

Jill Hicheolson wias conritul sted on the misrnificent work sho has donae
Cupe Town, (Conference Documunt Nos. 16, 17, 18, 19) The of fice hus had larse

mumbars of visitors dverins the yeir ind many press interviews hive been ~iven.

Croasrcads, KTC aml Khayelitsha have 21l been m2tters of rrett concern, Many
domastic workers come to the office with jproblanmsa, Hany :re people from Tronskol
with no qualifications in Cupe Town,

22 1aw firme in Capa Tovn <ive time in the Commissioner's Courts to provide pro
amico defonce to people dccused under the pass laws, Di Lisbop rted on the srowthy/
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Di Bishop reported on tho growth of the Worcester Advice Office which is operated
by a commnity organisation, The Black Sash in Cape Town has been assisting them,

Pretoria (Conference Documont 20.) This office is very busy and can no longer
cope with the work load in three mornings &-week. Bophuthatswana independence hap
led to insoluble probloms for many people particularly in regard to U.I.F.

Mﬁl (gonference Docu No, 21.) The report draws attention to the
problems of black people in S.A. who were born in neighbourirg countries or whose

papents were born in a neighbouring country. This group will be very seriously
affected by the Aliens oml Immigration Laws Amendment Bill now before Parliament
(see working papar Conference Document Hﬂﬁ EE,} The Bill alsc introduces vrovisiops
similapr to those of ?ﬁu’ﬂfdar}.y amant “and could be used againat the éitize.s
of indepenmlent homelands who are now "™aliens™ in South Africa,

The raport also mentions the introduction of a contract within a comtract which
SEIFSA negotiated with government to enable them to give migrants ono day's notice
in spite of the anmal contract entered into in torma of the 1968 Labour Bureaux
Regulations. Sheena roported that since the advice of fice report had been writtar
it had been reported in thoe press that the Civil Engingcering Industry is planning '
to introduce & two hour notice period for migrant workers,

In discussion of tha reports it was sugzested that renewed offorts need to be made
to produce educational moterial not only for the victime of the pass laws but also
for the white community, particularly for the young,

Videos should be considered,

COURT MONITORIN.

The report from Cape Western is Conferenco Document No., 23, That from Natal Coasfal
Couferenco Document No. 2f. -

The mumbaor of cases heard in the Commissioner's Court in C3e Town has dropped from
over 9000 to 3209 in one year, This may be the effect of daily monitoring and
arranging for lawyers to dofend,

The Durban Black Sash has been told that R600 000 per year is spent on rail tickets
for the deportation of peoplo from the Durban area, '

Margo McWhirter reported that Transvaal had no written report 2s we are in the
procass of restructuring of the monitoring system in consultation with lawyers.
Johannesburg is a vory lurge city with a mumber of Commissionor's Courte and it is
a difficult problem tc try to cover them all.

In thoe discussion which followed the point was raised that police conducting pass )aw
raids often do not weadr mumbers or uniform, It was agreed that we ask theo
opposition to raiso the question in Statement No, 1,

The following statement was unanimously accepted by Conferenco ;=



STATEMNENT.
- 1___-'_ -— e e

In 1983 142,067 people were comvictod in the main urban arecs of offences under
the pass laws anmd 10,855 prosecuted unter the curfew laws, It is not knowh how
many more pecple were arrented but not prosecuted.

The Black Sash condemns the pass laws and thoir crude administration which entail

le Innoccont perscins being wrongfully arrested and imprisoned.,

2« Poople not being iuformed of their rights at the time of arraest.

3« People not being given reasonable timo to produce @ refurence book or proof
of urban rightse

4« Rough, degrading and inhumine treatment.

5« dppalling overcrowding of people in vans where they muy sperd up to T hours
without food, wutor or toilat facilities.

6. Arresting officers and adwinistration officialas earrying ocut their jobs out
of uniform,

Te Arresting officers uswally not baing presant at the triols,

B8+ People usually not bein; informed of the option of bail and when bail is
granted it is often in-appropriately high compared with the offence, pn'l:-antiﬂq,
fine and dccused%s ability to pay

The Black Sash is committed to the abolition of tho puass laws and believes

that 't¢ require pedple to produce a reference book on demarmd and forbid them
to be in an urban area for ..re than 72 hours is to make criminals of
innocent peoples.

CLOSFD SION.

The Black Sash relationsnip with the.U,D,F,
Two resolutions were on the apenda relating to this :-

ls, "™hat the Bluack Sagh work actively towards affiliation with the U,D.F" =

Cape Western.
2+ "The Natal Coastal Region requests that Conference ratify its decisior to
affiliate with the Unitod Democratic Front under the circumstances which
provailed at the time of the affiliationv, -
Hatal Ccagtal.

Joyce Harris introduced tho discussion with extracts relating to the U,D.F. from the
Headquarters Report and her paper on tho post- referendam political dituation,

Mary Burton reported that Cape Wostern's lagt Regiosndl Coafercnce had requested that
the wording of the resolution bé changoed to

"That this Conference or the Black Sash should discuss the pros amd &nna of
affiliation to the U, D.F". Howevar, she agreed to lot the resolution on
the Agenda in Capo Wegstern's name to stand to facilitate the debate.

The Regions reported on digcussions they had hsd with thoir members and on their
existing relationship with tha U.D.F.
Cape Bastern/.—  Page Bight/



The Black Sash rglationship with the U.D.F, Cont/---

Cape Easterm attonds UDF meetings but has had no formal discussions with Black Sash
members in Port ‘Tlizabeth,

albany has had little contoct with the UDF amd nn formal discuscion with membors.

Natal Nidlands works closely with the UDF in Pietermaritzburg and foels itself to be
part and parcel with tham but hos not affiliated,. .

Matal Co-stul affiliztod 2t the time of the formation of tha UDF nd works with the
UDF regicnal council. They have not erxperiancad any dilficulty whatsoever in
miintaining their irdependence and ne pressuraes of 2ny kind have bean exerted on
the Black Sush by the U.,J,Fs HoWwever, a2t tha last Black Sasch rogiomal meeting
membars wora divided aout theo Cape Westorn rasolution,

Trangvaal. reportod that at their last Regicnil € nfercnce 24 members had voted
againat affiliation, 10 for with 10 abstentions,

At Capc Western's Confercnce 15 delsgates had veoted againgt and 9 for, 4 vote
taken of membors present resulted in 30 against “nd 13 for,..

A lengthy discussion took place in which strong arpuments for amd aguinst affiliation
took place.

A ‘straw vote taken on tho rasclution showed 14 delegutes for affiliation, 14 againgt
with 5 abstentions,

Ap 1t was clear that thore was no poesible two thirds majority for the resclution
Cope Western withdrew tho resolution aml the following statement wis adopted
with 9 abastentions and no one voting against, Statement lg. 24

STHTENHNENT.

The Black Sash wholeho-rtodly emlorses tho declaraticn of the UDF and its
opposition to the Now Constituticn and the Kcornhof Billa, 2nd welcomas its formation
ag an event of great political significance.

The 1984 Wational Crnforence of the Black Sash-has decided not to seek affiliation
with the UDF but to socaei full co—pparaticn with it, obswrver status for its
general councils, <ml orticipation in its campligns wherever ¢nd whenever pessibla.

Sheena Duncan congratulated delerated cn the way in which the debate had been
cnrﬂuntﬂ_uith restraint and reuscon and toler-nce.

The following day Ann Colvin read a statement to Conference oxpressing her anger
amd her feeling th:t we h2d made an ignoble decisicn amd hid nothingz whatsoever to
be proud about,

Delegatds expressed their admirdtion for hor ocourdge in sdying so and their rogret
that the Black Sush had 1ot been able to tike a decisicn to affiliato.

atal Couastal rosclution was then discussod,. - Solveig Piper explained that the
Region asked  Conferonce te ratify their decision to affiliate taken at the time and
in the circumatances in which tha decisicn was tdken but th-t they would now act
in accordanca with tho docision taken by the Hetional Conforancao.

The resoluticn was adopted unanimousl ..

SATURDAY 1TT1 MuRGH, 1984,
Page Wingf/---



NIE UNBMPLOYIENT IISURGHCE FUND. (Ccnference Document Mo, 25.)
T.is paper wis presaentod by Jill Nicholscon of Natal Codstol. 4n additiomal paper
(o wag presconted by Sclveig Piper outlinuing work aiie h2s bean doing on the

history of Unemplcyment Iusurance in South 4frica,
Boulah Rollnick reperted on the situstion in the Transvaal (No. 27.)

In the discussion it boceme clecr that thura is grosc inofficicncy amd
maladmimd otration in the payment of benefits to black contributors, all over the
country particul=rly, but rot o:clusively, in bantustan are2s. Meore irfermotion
ig naedad about the admirdistraticn of the Pund in Trungvaal bantugtons,

There is no point in hoving 2n Insurance Pund at all for tha rolief of the
unamployed if payment of banefits iz long delayed and freruently they 2re not
paid at all. |

It wig “greed that tho m2muscript of the booklot U/.I.F, 2id You will be revised and
an aldational saction on the history will be added,

CN (Couferanco Document No, 28),

Thie paper wie written by Jill Nicholson of MNatal Coaptal bzdod on work in the
Durban advice office.

No new pension @pplicitions huave becn paid in Kwa Zulu for the whole of 1383,

It is inoredsingly difficult to cdosign str2togier trn dchiove the prompt pavment of
pensions to 211 who are entitled to them,

Pictermaritzburg expericncaes identical prcbl.ams to Durb#n,
Josie Adler of Transvaal roported on payment of pensions 0% Driefcontein,
Document Np. 29) anl Morle Beetge of Trangvaal on the situction in Grasmare

Document No. 30).

It was agroed th:t wo should coma ocut atrongly for tho equalisation of pensions amd
medny tests for all race groups.

The time is ripe to d . tiis row that thoe uniform income tax structure haps boen
introduced for all racog.

Shoena roported thit tho Human swarengss Programme and the Iluck Sash are organising
a workshcp to dosign stratecioes on the pensions isoue in Moy 1984, Black Sash,
Church amd othoer ficld workers from tho Transva«ql and Not2l had beon invited.

It was agraed thot Black Such advice offico workers from tho Cipe Regions be
imwited, It is intomdad that full scale workshops will be held in all Negions
following the initial cbe. .

The following statement (lo,_7.) was unanir msly adoptad b ronference :



STATEMHKERKT,

Conferaence notes that

Ay 1, every disabled or aged perscn hus a legdl right to 2 pension.
2+ in spite of this right, beciuse of injuctice and maladministration,
pecple are st rving and dying as a result of rot recuiving thoir
pensions due to :
i} purported ochortaj;e of funds
ii) excessive dolays (of sometimos more than a yedr) in the processing of
applications
iii) no sutomatic payment of due arredrs in somo areas
iv) no retrospective payment to the date of application iu scme areas
v) refusal of appliocaticns beccuse ofwrong citizenshipw,
vi) different maximum pensicns in some areas
vii) infringement of regulations in paymems of disabled grants by requiring
abgurdly high percentage disablement (i.c. 100%) before qualifying
B, INSISTS THAT implicit in a system of equal taxation is
i) Centralisation of the administration of pensions in o unified syrtem of
welfare in a unitary state
ii) equal social pensions and grants
iii) an equal means test
iv) equal fucilities for receiving pensions
v) equal appliocation of rules and regulations
vi) efficient ond effective discharging of society's just debt to its aged.
LAQNIVILE  (onferonce Document No. 31).

This paper wias prosented by Ann Colvirn for Nutal Coastal amdl ruised the whole
question of the situation in Kwa Zulu and the attitudes amnd actions of the Kwa Zulun
government and administretion on a wide variety of issues,

orna  Senckal fron Durban roported that the Black Sash thore finds itself more amd
more against the Kwa Zulu rovermment on issues such 2 Lamontville, pensions, the
bredkdcwn of health ssrvices, exploitatiocn of workers in Kwa Zunlu industries.

She listed the meny actions taken by Inkatha aguingt communities and organisations,
The pledges which Ewa Zulu requires new teachers qualifyins at the University of
Znluland to sign was tabled.

The following stotemont was unanimously adopted 3=

STHATEHENT /ome
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STATEMENT.

On Kwa Zulu, (Statement No. 10.)

Tho Black Sash is disturbed by recent evidence of severo maladministration and
repression in Kwa Zulu.

There is a dire shortagze of money available for social pensions.

Welfare aml educ2ticn services are umerfumded and maladministered.
Where there are shortagzes of fumds or administrative failures, the pecple who live
in Kwa Zulu no longor bave recourse tc appedl to the S.4. Government,

The Kwa Zulu Governmont is manifesting alarming signs of repression and violenoce
which have become familior in the independent bantustans, oot notably in the Cisked,

The Elack Sash condemns thé recent viclence 4t Ngoye amd thoe Ew2 Zulu government'sg
domand for unquestioning allegianca from students who hold bursaries 4s well as
New wodchers,

CISKEL.
Civil ¥ar in the Border Dantustan (Conference Document Np. 32).

This paper was presented by Barbara Crefsey of the Trangvacl regions

Sarah Christie reported on the actions of the Ciskel security pelice at Ngwalil

which is in S.A, Comversely the SAAWJ offices in Ciskei havo been raided by the
S.A. Seourity Folice,

People reledsed from Robben Ielond and living in Mdantsane Ore being haragsed.

Molly Blackburn spoke of a young boy of eleven years who hid mysteriously disappeared
from official custody. She will follow this up and action will be taken by the

Bla~k Sash if he is not discotlared to be safae and sound,

%'.hu following statement proposed by Cape Eaxstern was passed unanmimously :
gtaiﬂgn‘t EEI j}.

STATEKENT.

Noting that :-

(a) The policy embracing the creation of independent Homelands and Black National
3tates was introduced by the South African Government without any consultatipn
with the peocple concernad ;

(b) 4e a result of this policy people have been alienatod 2pd have lost their
South African citizenship in exchinge for citigensihiip of fragmented, non-viable
states governed by rulers also not of their choosing j

(c) The contimed oxistcnce of the national states and the 'independent' bantustans
totally is depemdent upon the South African government for financial support
and for militoary, cdminigtrative amd police assistanco j

(d) There have bean deaths in detention in the bantustans, trade unions have been
banned, students hive died, bus boycctters have been harassed and the civil
righits of South 4fricons (amd these include those who have been arbitrarily
denied thoir Scuth Lfrican citizenship) huve been whittlied away and assaulted ;

(e) There was co-oporotion botween the South African and Ciskeian Security Police
during the Mdantsana bus boycotts.
The Black Sash cordomns the repression/——
Poge Twalve/-



Taze Twelve,

The Black Sash comdlemna the repression by Bantustan Govermments of South Africans
forced into takinz Bantustan Citizenship.

It further cordamns the attempts by the South African Govarmment to absolve themselvaos
of reaponsibility for these atrocitiesa by hiding behind the facade of so=called
"Iidepondant States™,

REMOVALS.

Low Cost Removals ; tho contimuing process. (gmﬂ'aru&cu Document No. w.
This paper wae presconted by Miria Dyer of Natal Midlams,

When Logcl is not pood enouph. (Conference Document Np. 34).

Josie Adlor reported on the attempted pushing cut, but to nowhere, of
people from the urban fringes south of Jchinnesburg,

Tha foliowing papers all reported on different kinds of removals including the
pattern developing in housing policies which ire now being successful in removing
people from urban argas to the commter belt, In most coses such removals involve
the loss of urban rights, Tha actual mmber of black people with urban rights will
be fixred in the future by limiting the land and housing available in existing urban
townships and making urban rtghts depemient upon heving Mapproved asccommodationn,

Khayolitsha, (Cunferenc Pﬂl’.‘-hﬂ'lﬂﬂt lies 35). prosented by Margaret Nash (Cape
Wleastern with slddas

Soshanguve (Confersnce Document No. 37). presonted by Mary Harrop-Allin of the
Fratoria branch,

Hl.ﬂmdi - This report propired by Marj Brown ef the Transvacl Region was tabled amd
not raﬂd due to her indisposition {I.':un.t‘uranca Documgnt Hg____fiﬁ}

The Trangvaal icndl raport of the Hemovals Sub-commitiue (Conference Documant
Ho. }ﬁ; wag toablod by Etho) WAlt amd a full report of the forced removal of Magopa

wis given by her and Aninka Cliassens,

Regret was exprassed by delagites th2t the 2igonda did not 4llow preper-distussion of
these very important issuos.

The following statement on Khirlulitsha propoced by Cape Wootern wasg adopted.
(Statement No, 6)
GTATENME H 'I.'-

Revised Resolution on Khayelitsha,
The Black 3ash Neétionmel Conferance resclves :

1, To erndorse *he Declovation of Rights of Africans in the Western cﬂpu. which
atatas :

(a) South Africa is one, undivided country : all people born within its
borders 2re ontitlad to full 2ml equal citizenship rights throughout
the lond

(b) A1l citizens have the right to freedom of movemunt - to live, work and
retire where they choose.

(¢) ALl citizeus hove the right to Fomily life and proper housing,

2e¢ To comdemn tha intended forced removal of all African citizons in the Cape
Metropelitan Ared to Khayelitsha ;

3¢ To call for a halt to squﬂttarf-—-.
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Revised Rgsolution on Khayalitsha Cont/-—-

3. To call for a halt tc squatter comp demolitions apmd an eond to influx control ;

A, To demand the development of phémes 2 and 3 of New Crossroade 2s promised by
Dr. Koornhof in April 1979 ;

5« To advocate the iiclusion of Khayelitsha amd the existing Black Townships in the
overall planning and development of the Cape Metropolitan Ared as a first
step towards reshuping the metropolis ulong none-racial lines,

CLOSED _ SESSION,

The Johannesburg discusgion group. Joyce Harris roported on the effects of the
Labour Party decision to participate and the results of the Puforendum on this growp
which was brought togother by her in 1978,

Gonference exprossed warm apprecidtion to Joyoce for the work che had done over thg
lest six years.

HAMIBIA, Di Bishop introduced this discussion and repcrted on the miny facts which
ape now known about the disaster of the S.A, Govermmont's attompte to impope_gthnic
rule and the activities of Koevoet. Koevoet, 2 special polico™umit, came into
existence in 1978 amd it is important to note that it will still be in eitu if the
SADF withdraws eventually from Ovambolamd,

Tho following statemont was adopted unmanimously, (Statement No. 11),

ETATEHEHT-

_— e e o

The Black 3ash Wational Conference welcomes the rele2se of lir. H. Toivo Ja Toivo
amd affirms its deep desire for justice amd peace in Namibioa and throughout Southern
Africa, .

We-cbject tc the loss of civil liberty occasioned by the lie of the "Total
Onslaught®, which is of the Govermment's own méking, This is propaganda of the
most dishonest, insidious amd dangerous kind, It is deliborately creating a
wag pshchosis throughout the region amd is leading to disastrous civil war,

Tharefore The Black Sash stys : -,
In the interest of achieving a just pelce in snu_thorn Africd =
%« Release all Namibian Folitical Prisoners armd Detainees,

%« Dipbami the nutorious paramilitary POLICB TaSk FORCE KOEVOET.

® Abolish tha terroriom fet and all AC Proclamations relating to "security™ in
Namibia,

% End the illegal occupation of Namibia by implementing "I Resolution 435 without
further delay.

w Recognise the truth in the following statements from Mr. Ja Toivo's spoech
from the dock 3

(Tho World is divided)/-e=
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e world 1s Div ut s & matter of hope for us that it at
Th d is Divided) but it i fh fo that 1
least agrees about one thing -

That we are entitled to justice amd freedom, Vioclence is truly fearsome,
but who would not deferd his property and himself against a robbar? And we
bolieve that South Africa has robbed us of our country.

Only when we ara gcranted our indeperdence will the struggle stop. Only
when our human dignity is restored tc us as the oquale of the whites will
there be pe2ce between us,

The discussion moved on te questions pf militarisation in gengral, and in schools
in pirticular,

Molly Blackburn roported on a disturbing slide shcw which had been shown by theo
S8.4.D.F. to schools in the Cape and the action she had tiken to have it withdrawn,

Horrifying reports were given by delegates of the indoctrimation of school children
in E:sﬁg gnhn%a_ g Well a8 in primary 4nd seconmdary schoolw. Reporte were
given about v schools and the consequences of parents refusing to allow their
children to attend. Tho consequences vary according to the attitude of principalg,

Pretoria reported on school boys being seen in shopping centros on Saturday morning
in camouflage dress carrying batcna,

The following statement, proposed by the Pretoria Dranch wos unanimously adopted.
(statement No. 17). |

STATEMNEDNT.

“The Black Sash Ccnference ds horrifiod by the insidious imdoctrination ih ut:hnnla,.
Instead of goodwill 3nd tolerance being encouraged between racial groups by the
authorities, aggressive bchaviour is actively promotad much s the introducétion of
schoolboys in camouflage uniform armed with batecns, patrolling certain shopping
cantrea,

1t wag furthor agreed that all delegates who had reported cn different facets of
militerisation should write them out in detail, check on their facts, ard send them
to Jill Wentzel for inclusion in the magazine,

STRATEGLES OF PROTSST 4D FRESURE,

Watal Coastal reported th.t there had beon some criticism from members of the action
they had taken during the Loforenmdum campaign, Sheema pointed out that what thay
had done was firmly in linc with the early traditions of tha Black Sash,

Conference wholeheartodl: cndorsed their actions and expressed admiration for their
detarmination aml courage,

Delegatos agreed with Hotiy Davidoff that whenever poseible, proteasts should be
co=mordinated in all Reriona,

SUNDAY 18 MARCH.

Hir iam Hepner of Transvaal Region urged the Black Sash to seck 4 wider membership,
particularly from the Trade Unions as there is a real gap in cur representativences.
Regions were urged by hor to mike contacts in the home areas und to actively seek
puch representation,

The following statements arising out of the previous day's discussicns ware

unanimougly adoptod ;=
STSTEMENT ON CURFTM LAWS (Wo, 12)./-—-




g.ﬂﬂt:bugn.
STATEMHENT.

gurfew Laws (No. 12).

In 1983 there were 10''755 prosecutions undaer the Curfew Romlations which the
Riekort Commission recommended should be abolished 4 years ago, & recommendation which
the Governmont acceptod withcout qualification.

while not all Black poople are subjectod to Curfow Laws,in 309 rogions there is a
threat of further State Legislation contrclling their movements, and the Dlack Sash
strongly demands the ropedal of such arbitrary anmd archaic laws.

NATAL_MIDLANDS,

ALIENS 4}D INMIGRATICH LAWS AMENDMENT BILL (No, 13).

The Black 3ash views ocert2in clauses in tho dliens and Tmmigrations Laws Amendment
Bill with considerable 2larm, We feel that the sinister shadow of the worst
provisions of the Orderly Movement and Sgttlement of Black FPorsons Bill now fall
on this piece of legislation as well,

We find it omincus that'the R5,000 fine for empleoying or avon harbuu:;ing an alien
which appears in the original Orderly Movement and Settlamant of Black Persons Bill,
should now have materialised in this Aliens Bill,

All Pswana, Xhosad and Veonda-speaking Scuth /fricans are now legally foreigners i.o,
alicns,

The governmant says it io not its intention te use this logislation 4 gainst these
so-called aliens. liowover, past experience does not oncourage us to rely on
govornment assurances.

Our fears are compounded by the fact that in 1981 Transkeians were deported from
Cape Town under Section 40 para 4 of the Admission of Persoiis to the Republic Act of
1972 and furthermore the Bill provides tho govermment with the precipse legal
machinery required to act against theso people.

Events which have flown in the face of the Government Assurdnces include the following

1, In dugust 1983, and two mnths after the Gevernment agroed to accept the
idppeal Court ruling on the Rikhoto Case, & vitul aspooct of this ruling was
negated.

An amerdment wus promulpgated removing the right of men to have their families
live in the Urban areds with them, unless they have & housc permit, an almost
impossible attainmant.

2. In Natal, Administretion Boards persistently promise that people living in areds
due to be annexed to Kwd Zulu will not lose their Section 10 rights.,  But
immediataely the transfer has taken plieca (e.g., inUmlasi and Kwa Mashu) pecple
do lose those riphis. )

3. The same assurances hive beon given to people dua to be incorpordted into
Kwa Ngwane, We suspect that thoy will be equally mednminglese.

4« The government hes in the past successfully used the strategy of withdrawing
unpopular medsurces in the fdue_ of public outcry only tc re-introduce them later
on, relying on a lack of oppositicn energy the second time round,

In the 1ight of the above, the Black Sash alerts all South ifricans to expect tho
worst when the Orderly Hovoment and Settlement of Black Porscne Bill is re-introduced
by Parliament in the near future. Proposed J. Wentzal

Seconded M. Harrop-4llin UI‘hrlniEU-u.l.u;r F l's'f
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Urbanisation (No. 14).

The Conferonce notes that tho ourrent economic recession and the devasting drought
have hit hard ut the poorest pecple of our land., Unamploymant and rising living
costs havae made it almeost impossible for many tc make ends mcets In the bantustans
there is widespread starvation and foars that many will not survive the coming winter,

In 'white' rural areas the situation is aloc bad, Recent newspaper reports have
ntated that in the areas hardost hit by drought mcre than 40 000 farmworkers are
likaly to be laid off and lcse both their jobs anmd their homes,

In this context there ora disturbing indications th«t tho ~ovarnment is intent

on prescing ahead with its plons both to step any movement of african pacple into
urban argds, as wall <s romoving urban rights from people wio at present live in
prescribed areas, Since 1948 this policy has been more rigorcusly applied. In
offect it has mzant th:t the process cf urbanisation of @¢frican people has been
roversed, and that with e¢ach yesr there are proportionately fewer african people in
urban'areas, Therae “re now ominous signs that this procaesa will be opeeded up.
Some of those are 3

1) The intention to press ahead with the Orderly Hovemoni Dill, @s well as more
rocont logislation such as the proposed '4Aligns Bill! -are imdic=tions cf this,
Such legislation will make influx control, as well as rostrictions on pecple's
‘mobility and abiliiy to fi-d work for stricter than wer before.

2) The pclicy of forcod removals is set to intonsify., In sreas like Leandra,
Huhudi, and Valepan people will lose their urban rights s their townships ore
demolished amd they 2re moved inte tha bantustins,

3} " The chronic housing shortage in urban townships is yet ancther piressure forecing
people to seek accommodation cutside the urban areds ¢nl seo forfeit urban rishts,
In addition inoreised rents, service charges, trdnsport and living coets, do
the same,.

The attempts to incorporate townships like Lomontville @nd Hambanmathi into
Ewa Zulu will heva the same effect.

4) Mass ungmployment has meant a drastic cut=back on racruitment of workers from
bantustang tc jobs in-urban areias., This, combined with 2 tightening up of
influx contrel repguloticns and administraticon traps people in gituations of
desperation and poverty.

The effect of theso pclicies will be to force incroasing mumbers of poople
into poverty-=otricken amd overcrowded bantustans, This robs people of the
little chunce they misht have to find & job, or scmehow survive in urban areas
where resourcoes arc gredter. ésttomptes by tho covernment to credte a falge
sonse of elge in urban areas by foreing Africans ocut of them hiag grave dangors

for all our peoplo. It can only entrench poverty ami. inequality and foster
division

The Black Sash belicves that freedom of mobility, residence and work Avn fMindament ”
human riphts th2t should be guaranteed to all people in our country. The presr -*
governmant policy of stepping africdan urbanipation by all medns possible romoves
these freedoms from millions, Accordingly the Bleck Sosh will contime to fight
against influx control, forced removals and any othar aspocts of government policy
that prevent people from living aml working in the ureds they choose.

The Myth of Voluntary Removals., (Ccnference Document No. 40)

was presented by Aninka Claassens of Transvaal, Anmiwca Van Qylswyk of Pretecria
reported on tho situution in Winterveld «md recent persecution at Klipgut in
Bophuthatswana,

The importance of working/---Pasa Ssvanteen/
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The Myth of Voluntary Jiemcvals Contf——e

The importance of workihg for the rehabilitation of comminities who have to be
resettled was raisad 3s well as the importance of putting threbtsnesa and resottled
commnities in toush with one another.

The following statoment was unanimously adopted, (Statament No, 15).

ll.'.l'-'l
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The Black Slﬁh Natipnal Conference records ite appreciaticn of the five volumes

on Removalg in South /Africa published by the Surplus Poople's Project since our
last Ccnierenco.

It denias govermment propaganda that romovals are mainly veoluntary because Mogopa
and other situations maoke it clear that institutional viclence amd brute force are
more than over in uso, 2zainst communitios end against countless imdividuals on
white farms, and alsevwhore

It believes that the analyses regérding the removuls policy of tha Stete contained
in the Surplus People's Project volumes require study 4g a guide to response and
action on a longterm Lasis.

It resolves toc contime amd strengthen Black Sash imalvmagi, with people threatans’
with removal amd with ithcoe who have been uprooted and rclegéted to rural poverty
in bantustans and 5.4, Davelopment Trust areas,

It emdorses the report on Relocations : the Euruhan Response, and oalls on members
of the white community to recognise their complicity in this evil process of
dispossession amd to find ways. of bocoming part of the movement tc resist removals
aml bring the policy to on emnd,

Preliminary report on Alexsmira, (Conforence Documgnt No. 41)

This paper was presented by Glenda Glover of the Transvaal Region.

The question was posed j is the upgraded Alexandra intonded for the present
population, High costs of living in black urban townships is beginning to
exert a new form cf offlux enfercement and this is becoming evident in townships
all around the country,

South Africa Pogt-Roforgndum., (Conference Documsnt No. 42).
Joyce Harris introduced the discussion by re:ding this paper.

Cape Weotern asked conference to reconsider the 1983 resolution advooating none
participation in any glection ocdlled under the now Constitutions

There was lengthy debate.

The following resoluticn (Statement Wo. 8). was proposed by Noel Robb, Seconded
by Judith Hawarden and passed by 24 votoes in favour, 5 Ageinst with 4 hbstentions:

"that the 1983 decision "™The Black Sash urges its members and the public to a
total boycott of any clection which may be called in terms of the now Constitutiont
be replaced by the following :

PThe Black 3ash urges its members and the public to oppose the new Constitution
in whatever way poasible™,

CONSCRIPTION/ -~
Page Bighteen/



Eaﬁtﬂﬁgtgan.
CONSCRIPTION.

- - . e - s o o S e S

F! development and formation of the nscription N
ggnfuranun Document lo. .

This paper was redd by Davaerley Runciman of Cape Western, ©ill De Vliieg from
Johannesburg cm Georgina Stevens from Durban reported cn Black Sash involvement in
the Trangvaal and NHatal.

The following resclution (No. 9) was passed unanimously ;

nThat the Black Sash actively suppbrt'and take forward the End Conscription
Campaign, and co=oparéte in its Regions with the Emd Conscription Committeas™,

(Proposed by Boverley Runciman, Seconded by Shoend Duncan),

JUSTICE.

ntions - the changiw sce (Conference Document Ho. 44).

T_hiu paper was presented by Audrey Coleman,

Great concern was oxpressed that the public no longer redlly knows the total mumbep
of detentions, The Protoction of Information Aet causes the press to impose an
urndesirable self-censorship,

In Namibia and in the bantustans there is a great lack of information,
Abel Dube has been in preventative detention since April 1982 and his detention

order hag been extonded to the emd of 1964, He is the only person known to be hald
under this particular cluuse.

It was EF&:! that the Black Sash mount a campaign for his release and that the
Transvaal will design the campaign and produce the materizl for all Regions,

It was agreed that a booklet be produced on the rights of poople vis a vis detention.
8 will also be dong in the Transvaal,

Di Bisop raised tho question of security police imnwolvement in certain pass law
Arrects,.

Joanng Yawitch roportod on a serias of attacks and death threats wnich has taken
place rocently in Johannasburg against white people working in various opposition
organisationsa,

Audrey Coleman expressed concern abcut official intimidation which takes place in
public places and in Court rooms,

Joan Grover suggested we should mske @ point of remembering "the disappeared onesm,
when we remember those who have died in detention,

CONSTITUTIONAL __ AMENDMENTS.

Tha following amgndments to the Black Sash Constitution, proposed by Sheena Dunoan,
seconded by Audrey Coloman were passed unanimously
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Literacy atement No, 18).

According to official sources (BE. French, Human Scionces Research Council, 1982)
3 million black workers employed in "white"™ areas of Scuth Africa lack basic
akills needed for the ordimary comduct of life in & scciety hizhly reliant on
literacv and mumevacy (figures for non-black illiterates are not available).

Only Ouf% of the national educttion budget wae spent on adult aducation in 1980,
The proportion of illiterate workers is in fact incredsing yearly E. French,
H.S.R.C., 1982),

"Punctional illiteracy" i.e., inability tc communicute effectively in a dominant
langage, lack of knowledge of procedures aml goals of institutions, as well as not
being able to read, write anl count, is truly crippling. It ocuts people off from
Access to vital information, closes the Way to further tréining and isoclétes them
from the wider community. I% leads thorefore to apathy, low self regard,
doepairing anger and aggravated exploitation,

This conference considers that to dony workers Gecess to functiomal literacy
congtitutes a violation of basic human righta,

ELECTIONS.

SHEENA DUNCAN FProposed by Mary Burton Seconded by Noel Robb was elected

as NATIONAL PRESIDENT
0 ARRIS Proposed by Beth Franklin Seconled by Noel Robb
a
BT, WALT Proposed by Beulah Rollnick Socomded by Joanno Yawitch were elected
%e ATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS.

Following the elections it was clear that there is no need tc alect a Headquarters
Region which must be where the Naticnal Office Bearers are.

DATE 43D VIWE OF NEXT CONPERENCE,

Tessa Branch imvited regiocns to come to Port Elizabeth next yefr subject tc the agroement
of the Cape Eastern Regional committec,

Conference xpressed its enthusiasm am' agsuroed Cupe Bastern of itse willingnese to he'p
if the Regiomal committee feels that i% can undertake such a major venture.

Shsamd suggested thot three days is ne longes sufficient to cover all the work we have
to dos, Conforence agreed thet an extr. hal day would be valuzble,

The next Conference will tharefore begin at 11 i.M on TURSDAY 1ATH MiRGH, 1965 ar°
end at 3,30 P,M on SUNDAY 177H MARTH, 1085,

- e e e e

STRA I'EGI'EE-

The last half hour of Conferonce was spent in discussion of Strategies and Sheemd
elaborated on the theme she had suggested at the opening meeting,

The Nkomati accord may turn out to be 4 good thing for South Africensy, Thore can
not be any false hopes of rescue from vutside and liberation will only be won by our
own work inside the country.

Liberaticn will not be won/e--
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Liberation will not be won eagily.

Civil discbedience is 8 most serious matter amd is not to be entered into merely
as 4 posture. It must always be a last resort 2ml part of a strategy to achieve
a particular goal on @ gpecific issue,

It deminds truth, love discipline amd sacrifice aml there needs to be much training
am preparation. There 2re resource persons available to conduct workshops on
non=violent direct action and Sheema will circulate n2mes 2nd addresses to Regions.

Mi: riam Hepner suggosted that all Regions study the passive resistance campaign of
the 195'3' Be m-

Conference requested th-t more time bo set 2side next yedr for strategy planning,

One cbserver, Anne Evans expressed concern that all the statements we had mado
were not come to after sufficient consultation with the people concerned.

Regions requested that full lists be circulated of people in detention at
regular intervals.

The President thanked all those many people who had worked so hard to make
conferance a4 success, the delegates, the mimite secretarics, the members of
Transvaal Region who had arranged the halls, Beryl Stanton and her father and
Des Linbergh for the microphones amd amplifier, the people who had made endless
teds, coffees, medls, provided transport and accommod2tion and generally done so
mich to ensure the smocoth rmunning of the Conference.

CLOFIRE : 330 P,M SUNDAY 18TH MaRCH, 1984,
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