
"What the UDF would like to see in 1988"
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(~An end to the brutalisation of our counry and its people by

	

'-
apartheid is what the United Democratic Front (UDF) would want

	

'`
to be the outlook for 1988 . Next year we would wish South
Africa to set firmly down the road to negotiation and peace :
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-arid a realistic'
vision of the future from the legal democratic movement .
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Forty Years of National Party rule have led us to hexPect~n thin g
but blindness, ineptness and reliance on repression and
confrontation on the part of the government . The State of
Emergency will probably remain in force, there will be no
inroads made into unemployment and social problems like the
housing shortage or inferior education will remain untackled .
Unfortunately what we are more likely to witness is the coun~ .ry
sucked further into sp1ralling violence, increasing curbs on
freedom of speech and the press and greater efforts by the
government to force the National Council and longLrejected
black local authorities down the throats of our people . President
Botha and his national security advisors will dart between
brutal repression and limited reforms . A survey of the
government prospects for next year will discover a barren
political programme and a lack of commitment to creating
the climate for fruitful discussions

	

conoiirrcaily, the
situation does not look good either and the desperate plight of
many of our people will worsen as the world stock market crash
begins to reap its toll . 1
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But the UDF is able to view glimmerings of hope for South

	

~.,
Africa in, 1988 . Very clear is the growing u i y amo

	

the
majority .on-

	

the Freedom Charter, a op e as a
vision of the future by COSATU and the UDF this year, Less

	

, .
distinct and somewhat blurry around the edges, but eqatLy ~
hopeful, is the realisation by increasing numbers of whites
that they have to break with apartheid and begin contributing
to a new South Africa, free from racism and injustice .

A ~sA Iwhi e-anticiPating attacks by the government and its'
agents on extra-parliamentary and democratic opposition, th-e-
UDF _

	

a41e-- e--ineve forward into 1988 with confidence determined
to - -find - . t
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