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PREFACE

Cities of the World represents a compilation of govern-
ment reports and original research on the social, cul-
tural, political, and industrial aspects of the nations
and cities of the world. Most of the country profiles
included here are based on official personnel briefings
issued as Post Reports by the U.S. Department of
State. The Post Reports are designed to acquaint
embassy personnel with life in the host country. Con-
sequently, the reports concentrate on cities in which
the U.S. government has embassies or consulates. To
increase coverage of other important cities, the editors
have added information on a large number of cities—
31 of which are new to this edition—not reported on by
the Department of State.

Since the fifth edition of Cities of the World, the
Department of State has issued 62 new or revised Post
Reports, all of which have been incorporated into this
sixth edition. Selected data in Post Reports not revised
by the Department of State since the last edition of
Cities of the World have been updated by the editors
with revised statistics acquired through independent
research. In addition, articles have been written on
thirty-three countries for which no Post Report exists.

Readers familiar with the fourth edition of this publi-
cation will notice that with the fifth edition the page
size was enlarged to accommodate more information.
This sixth edition includes new photographs selected
by the Gale editors. The photographs depict scenes
found in a city and countryside and, in many cases,
reveal the cultural flavor of the area as well. As in the
prior edition, many chapters feature a map of that
country’s capital or major city, with a superimposed
locator map indicating the nation’s geographic loca-
tion in relation to its regional neighbors.

Volumes in This Series

This series includes four volumes:

e  Volume 1: Africa;

¢ Volume 2: The Western Hemisphere (exclusive of
the United States);

e Volume 3: Europe and the Mediterranean Middle
East;

e  Volume 4: Asia, the Pacific, and the Asiatic Middle
East.

In all, this set provides coverage of over 2,000 cities in

193 countries.

Format and Arrangement of Entries

Cities of the World is arranged alphabetically by coun-
try name. Its chapters are divided into two basic sec-
tions, Major Cities and Country Profile, each of these
with several subdivisions. A Major City listing might
comprise information on Education, Recreation, and
Entertainment. Other Cities, smaller cities and towns
which are designated as other than major, are dis-
cussed in brief paragraphs at the end of the Major City
section. Country Profile sections are subdivided into:
Geography and Climate; Population; Government;
Arts, Science, Education; Commerce and Industry;
Transportation; Communications; Health; Clothing
and Services; Local Holidays; Recommended Reading;
and Notes for Travelers. Thus, Cities of the World pre-
sents not only basic information, but also comprehen-
sive data on local customs, political conditions,
community services, and educational and commercial
facilities.

Contents and Index

The Contents and Index in each volume provide easy
access to these reports. Listed under each country in
the Contents are the cities that appear in its Major
Cities section, as well as listings for the Other Cities
and Country Profile sections. A Cumulative Index,
combining the four individual volumes is found at the
end of each volume. The Index is arranged alphabeti-
cally by city name, including listings for both major
and minor cities that are mentioned in each volume;
as well as by country name with names of cities
indented below.

Acknowledgments

The editors would like to thank the U.S. Department
of State for providing copies of Post Reports to aid in
the compilation of these volumes. The editors would
also like to thank Adam A. Gall and Marlon C. Tussel
for their editorial assistance.

Suggestions Welcome

The editors invite comments and suggestions concern-
ing Cities of the World. Please write to: Editors, Cities
of the World, The Gale Group, Inc., 27500 Drake Road,
Farmington Hills, MI 48331-3535; fax (248) 699-8074;
or call toll-free (800) 877-4253.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

This chapter was adapted from the
Department of State Post Report
1999 for Algeria. Supplemental
material has been added to increase
coverage of minor cities, facts have
been updated, and some material
has been condensed. Readers are
encouraged to visit the Department
of State’s web site at http://
travel.state.gov/ for the most recent
information available on travel to
this country.

INTRODUCTION

ALGERIA, whose acknowledged
history reaches back beyond 200
B.C,, is the largest of the countries
in northwest Africa which embody
the Mahgreb, the area between the
sea and the Sahara. Known to the
ancient Romans as Numidia, it has
been host to successive Mediterra-
nean and African cultures, for which
visible remains abound, from a
Roman aqueduct in the capital city
of Algiers, to the Phoenician ruins
and Maurentian tomb just one
hour’s drive to the west. In recent
times, it nurtured the first indepen-
dence movement on the African con-
tinent, negotiated the release of
American hostages from Iran, and
has been a leader in regional diplo-
matic initiatives.

ALGERIA

Democratic and Popular Republic of Algeria

Major Cities:

Algiers, Oran, Annaba, Constantine

Other Cities:

Batna, Béchar, Bejaia, Biskra, Blida, Djelfa, I-n-Salah,
Médéa, Ouargla, Saida, Sétif, Sidi-Bel-Abbes, Skikda,
Tamanrasset, Tiaret, Tindouf, Tlemcen, Touggourt

Algeria has produced cultural path-
finders, from St. Augustine to
Albert Camus. It is a country of the
traditional and the modern—one
sister will wear the concealing haik,
while another ventures out in jeans;
a family returns to its digital televi-
sion set after having sacrificed a
lamb for tomorrow’s feast.

This is a country of contrasts and
contradictions. Arabic and French
intermingle in language and tradi-
tions. The Tauregs of the desert,
although Muslim, use the Maltese
cross as their sign. Spectacular
coastlines are in geographic coun-
terpoint with the great desert
expanses, and the inviting Kabylia
foothills give way to the foreboding
Atlas highlands.

MAJOR CITIES

Algiers

Algiers, capital of Algeria, is one of
Africa’s largest urban areas. Origi-
nally constructed for 750,000 peo-
ple, its metropolitan area now
teems with over four million inhab-
itants. It is situated on the Mediter-
ranean coast of Africa, about
midway between Tangier and Tunis
and opposite the island of Majorca,

at latitude 36°36'N and longitude
3°04'E.

Algiers was founded by the Phoeni-
cians as one of their numerous
North African colonies. The town
was also visited by the Carthagin-
ians and Romans and later
destroyed by the Vandals in the 5th
century A.D. It was revived under a
Berber dynasty in the 10th century
as a commerce center. Algiers
became a haven in the 16th century
for Moors escaping persecution in
Spain. Many of these settlers
resorted to piracy against Spanish
cargo vessels. These pirate attacks
continued until roughly 1830, when
the French captured the city. Alg-
iers became a military and adminis-
trative headquarters for France’s
colonial empire in North and West
Africa. During World War II, Algiers
became the headquarters of Allied
forces in North Africa. The city
played a major role in Algeria’s
uprising against French rule. In
1962, after the country gained its
independence, Algiers became the
nation’s capital.

From the sea, Algiers is a spectacu-
lar sight. The city rises sharply from
the port area and business district
to the residential areas along tree-
covered hills. In sunlight, the white
buildings of “Algér la Blanche”
gleam against the blue Mediterra-
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nean below, and the green of pines
and parks above.

Architecturally, the city is European
with a strong Mediterranean flavor.
The famous Casbah, an interesting
Arab quarter in the heart of the city,
contains most of what remains of
the Turkish city of the 16th to 18th
centuries, but falls short of the
romantic image created by the mov-
ies. More characteristic of modern
Algiers are the many apartment
buildings and grand villas with
their views of the city and the sea.
Among the multitude of mosques
are a few dating from the 17th cen-
tury, and others that once were con-
structed as churches by the French.
Traffic, especially during morning,
midday, and evening rush hours, is
very heavy and often frustrating.

The Mediterranean climate
reminds Americans of southern Cal-
ifornia. Compared to Washington,
DC, the summer (May to October) is
longer and more moderate, except
when the hot sirocco (desert wind)
blows in from the Sahara. Heat and
humidity can combine to make a
summer day uncomfortable, but
there are many more days of excel-
lent weather. Throughout this warm
season, the sandy beaches and the
waters of the Mediterranean pro-
vide relief and recreation. The
cooler heights of the nearby moun-
tains at Chrea and Tala Guilef are
also pleasant at this time. Despite
its warm summers, Algiers has
what is often described as a “cold cli-
mate with a hot sun.” Winter tem-
peratures rarely fall below freezing.
Cool to cold weather generally
begins in November and lasts into
April, but the “rainy season” lasts
about five months.

Fewer than 500 Americans reside
throughout Algeria, and are princi-
pally employed in the hydrocarbon
sector, working in central and
southern Algeria.

Food
Staples can be purchased locally,
but prices are higher than in the
U.S. Frequent shortages occur and
the quality is often inferior to Amer-
ican varieties. Fresh fruit and vege-

tables of good quality are plentiful
in season. Markets carry beef,
chicken, lamb, fish and shrimp, but
all are expensive. Eggs are always
available, but butter is occasionally
hard to find. Pork products are not
available.

Clothing

Apparel for all seasons is required
in Algeria—from bathing suits to
warm coats. Rainwear and umbrel-
las are advisable for all members of
the family. A Washington, D.C.
wardrobe is suitable for an extended
stay. Although winters are not as
cold in Algiers, strong winds and
less effective heating/insulation in
buildings can make the climate
seem quite uncomfortable.

Some clothing suitable to Western
tastes is available, but is much more
expensive than in the U.S. Shoes are
not usually of good quality, nor do
they conform to American
preference.

Because dry cleaning is unpredict-
able in quality and availability, men
find that wash-and-wear clothes of
medium weight are useful for office
wear, with some lightweight suits
for really hot days. Winter clothes
can be worn from November to
April, and an additional sweater or
vest is welcome in winter. A topcoat
is sometimes useful.

Women dress for professional or
office jobs as they would in Wash-
ington, DC; others tend to dress
informally, wearing skirts and
sweaters in winter and cotton
dresses in summer. Conservative
dress minimizes embarrassment;
shorts should not be worn in public.
Street-length dinner and cocktail
dresses are appropriate in the
evening although, occasionally, a
long dress is needed for a formal
event. Shawls and sweaters are
advisable at night, even in summer.

Neither men or women should wear
sports clothes that reveal shoulders,
arms, or legs, especially when tour-
ing religious sites.

Children have the same clothing
needs in Algiers as they would in

Washington, DC. Good quality
clothing for children is not always
available.

Supplies and Services
Services available in Algiers, but
not up to U.S. standards, include
tailoring; dressmaking; shoe repair;
and radio, TV, and other electrical
appliance repair. Dry cleaning is
fair. Barber and beauty service is
available, but many women prefer
to have haircuts, permanents, etc.,
done on trips abroad.

Items difficult to locate in Algiers
include linens, plastic ware, shower
curtains, coat hangers, Scotch tape,
adhesive tape, glue, paper napkins,
toys, books, records, and special
occasion gifts and cards. Few toilet-
ries are available locally.

Religious Activities

The predominant religion in Algeria
is Islam, but other faiths are
respected. In Algiers, there are sev-
eral Catholic churches that offer
masses in French and Italian, and
sometimes in English. English-
speaking priests will hear confes-
sions for Americans. One Jewish
synagogue continues to hold ser-
vices. The British Protestant
Church is nondenominational and
has services each Friday, plus Sun-
day school for children. In Oran,
places of worship include one Prot-
estant and two Catholic churches,
both with French-language rituals.
A weekly, informal, nondenomina-
tional service is conducted in vari-
ous private homes.

Domestic Help
Competent and adequately trained
domestic help is difficult to find, but
it is possible to employ people for
cleaning, laundering, shopping, and
child care. Part-time gardeners are
available. A good cook is rare, and
wages quite high. Social-security
payments are required, but the rate
varies depending on the work sched-
ule. Algerian law requires all house-
hold staff to have 1.5 paid vacation
days each month, plus a free day
each week. Employers usually rec-
ognize Islamic holidays with a cash
gift. Many expatriates have hired
foreign household help, from such
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Aerial view of Algiers, Algeria

countries as the Philippines, to
work in their homes

Education

The American School of Algiers, the
only English-language school, offers
coeducational instruction from pre-
kindergarten through grade nine. It
is located in El Biar, one mile from
downtown Algiers. In 1991, the staff
included an American principal, 14
full-time and three part-time teach-
ers, a secretary, and classroom
aides. Classes are held from Sep-
tember to June. The standard U.S.
curriculum is followed and adapted
to accommodate children of many
countries, with emphasis on local
educational opportunities such as
field trips and excursions. Science,
music, art, and physical education
are also offered. Extracurricular
activities include computers, year-
book, school newspaper, and a liter-
ary magazine. The school’s library
has 8,000 volumes and a variety of
multimedia materials. The three-

acre campus consists of eight build-
ings with 14 classrooms, a science
lab, computer lab, and two playing
fields. French is taught in grades
four through eight. The school has a
capacity for 215 students. Many
nationalities are represented
among the student body. Students
are required to speak and under-
stand English well enough to follow
courses. Parents of children with
special needs should contact the
school directly before moving to Alg-
iers; the address is: 5 Chemin
Cheikh Bechir Brahimi, El Biar,
Algiers, Algeria.

An English-language secondary
school is not available, but there is a
French lycée, equivalent to U.S. high
school. American students are
admitted if space is available and if
the student has adequate French-
language ability. The French system
is also available below the lycée
level. In addition, German, Japa-
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nese, Egyptian, and Italian schools
are in operation in Algiers.

Some parents have found local pri-
vate nursery schools satisfactory for
pre-kindergarten children. One
English-language play school is
available for children three to five
years old. The French kindergarten
will accept children at age four.

Most families send children of high
school age to international schools
abroad.

Recreation

The Algerian national passion is
soccer; it is played in the streets, in
stadiums, and in schoolyards. Alge-
rian women rarely attend sports
events and European women never
go unescorted; even with an escort,
they usually feel conspicuous.

Tennis is one of the most popular
sports in Algiers, and can be played
year round. Golf also is available at
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an 18-hole golf course, Route de
Chéraga, on the heights of Algiers.
Algiers’ outdoor swimming and
water sports season is from May
through September. Several public
beaches are a 30 to 60 minute drive,
although those closest to Algiers are
very crowded on weekends and may
be polluted. Better beaches are
located an hour from Algiers.
Because no facilities are available,
beach umbrellas, mats, barbecue
grills, and ice chests are a must.
Unescorted women should not visit
beaches.

Algiers Bay and nearby coastal
waters provide possibilities for boat-
ing, wind surfing, and spearfishing.
Caution and experience are neces-
sary on the water, as currents and
winds can be treacherous.

Several riding clubs in the vicinity
of Algiers offer adequate facilities
(including jumps) at reasonable
rates. In winter, limited skiing on
difficult slopes is available in the
Algerian mountains.

Wild boar and waterfowl hunting is
difficult, but possible. A government
hunting license is required. The
importation of firearms is restricted
to sporting weapons, and special
permission must be obtained before-
hand. Hunting can be organized
through ONAT, the national tourist
agency, which provides, as part of its
hunting service, facilities for acquir-
ing authorization to carry arms.
These tours are extremely expen-
sive.

Algeria offers many opportunities
for pleasant day, weekend, and
longer outings to points of scenic
beauty and historic interest. How-
ever, because roads can be rough
and acceptable tourist facilities
(including restrooms) are rarely
available, every trip can be an
adventure.

In and around Algiers itself, one
finds the Casbah, museums, the
Forest of Bainem (a good hiking and
picnicking area), the beautiful flow-
ers and greenery of the Jardin
d’Essai, and many beaches.

Easily arranged one-day trips
include: the mountain resort of
Chrea; Tizi-Ouzou, “capital of the
Kabyle”; and the ancient Roman
seaport of Cherchell (Caesarea).
The extensive Roman ruins of
Tipasa, about 50 miles from Algiers,
overlook the azure waters of the
Mediterranean, forming a scene of
unmatched beauty.

Farther away, for weekend trips, are
Annaba (the ancient Hippo Regius);
Bou Saada, gateway to the Sahara;
and many beach and mountain
resorts east and west of the capital.
The government travel organization
has established an extensive net-
work of lodgings and spas at
regional capitals, mineral springs,
skiing sites, and other appropriate
points. Modestly appointed, and
usually with restaurants, they vary
in quality from barely acceptable to
good. The staffs occasionally speak
English. Some adequate private
hotels and inns also can be found.
Because reservations are often diffi-
cult to confirm, and accommoda-
tions may not be properly cleaned,
lighted, or heated, many travelers
provide their own camping equip-
ment and sleeping bags. Water can
be a problem, and it is always advis-
able to take along enough for drink-
ing and washing. Finally, because
acceptable restaurants may not
exist en route, most people carry
food for breakfasts and lunches.

On a long weekend driving tour, the
visitor can see such attractions as
Timgad—possibly the most exten-
sive Roman ruins anywhere, and
certainly unmatched outside
Pompeii; E1-Oued, an oasis town of
considerable charm; Oran and
Western Algeria, a region very dif-
ferent from the Algerois; Hass R'mel
and Hassi Messaoud, hydrocarbon
production centers; and Tunis,
Tunisia, or Fez, Morocco.

The actual Sahara is a longer trip,
but well worth it. For travel in the
Hoggar-Tassili and Saharan areas,
one can fly to Tamanrasset or Dja-
net and hire a Land Rover or join a
tour there. The trip is long—it is
about as far from Algiers to Taman-

rasset as from Algiers to Edinburgh,
Scotland.

Entertainment

Movies, some in French, most in
Arabic, are the principal commer-
cial entertainment in Algiers. Cine-
mas are crowded and rarely
attended by women. Live theater
has a limited season, with emphasis
on Arabic productions.

Algiers has a number of museums
devoted to art, history, and anthro-
pology. A major amusement park
complex and a zoo in the suburb of
Ben Aknoun offer entertainment
opportunities.

Algiers has many restaurants
which serve French and/or Algerian
dishes, and a few serving Chinese/
Vietnamese food. Some restaurants
feature folkloric entertainment.
However, because most restaurants
(even the smaller ones) are
state-owned, quality and availabil-
ity of food and service at even the
best can vary dramatically. That,
combined with endemic parking
problems, makes dining out in Alg-
iers something of an adventure.

For those interested in photography,
Algiers’ unusual architecture and
magnificent views offer many sub-
jects for pictures. Photographic sup-
plies should be brought from home
as local supplies are limited and
expensive. Discretion must be used
in photographing individuals and
mosques; military and strategic
installations should never be
photographed.

A good shortwave radio, phono-
graph, or cassette player are desir-
able. Records and music cassettes
can be purchased locally, but prices
are very high.

Algiers has no American-sponsored
fraternal organizations, and most
mixing of the American official and
private communities is through
entertaining in the home. An infor-
mal English-speaking women’s cof-
fee group meets each month in a
member’s home.
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Typical street in an Algerian city in the Sahara

Social activities for American chil-
dren consist of privately sponsored
gatherings, such as birthday parties
for young children, camping trips,
and beach parties. The American
School and the British Church
arrange a number of activities,
including occasional weekend trips.

Algeria’s political and cultural ori-
entation limits opportunities for
meeting host-country nationals,
although relationships are possible;
it is generally easier to become
acquainted with nationals of other
countries.

The French, Italian, and German
Cultural Centers have film show-
ings, exhibits, concerts, and lan-
guage classes for those interested.

Oran

Oran, Algeria’s second largest city
and most modern port, is the eco-
nomic and cultural capital of a

region rich in history and natural
beauty. Situated on a high plateau
that overlooks the Mediterranean,
it is flanked on the west by the
Djebel Murdjadjo which rises 1,500
feet; on the crest of this mountain
are an historic fort, an abandoned
cathedral, and the hermitage-like
home of the marabout (dervish) Sidi
Abdelkader El Djilali. Another pic-
turesque site is Lion Mountain
which stretches east, 10 miles along
the coast. Situated between the
Mediterranean coast and miles of
vineyards, it is impressive in its
graceful plunge to the sea.

Archaeological remains show that
Oran has been inhabited since pre-
historic times. The first known resi-
dents of the area were Berber
herdsmen and the Berber culture
dominated despite successive visits
by the Phoenicians, Carthagenians,
Romans, and the Germanic Van-
dals. In the Middle Ages the Berber
kingdom of Tahert, near the mod-

a
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ern-day city of Tiaret, made the
area well-known for scholars and
commerce.

Berber dynasties like the
Almoravids fought off the encroach-
ing Arabs for almost three centu-
ries, but slowly the Arab culture
took hold and gave the region its
present Arab-Berber mix. Europe-
ans reappeared in the region when,
in the 16th century, the Spanish
occupied the city-state of Oran and
neighboring Mers El Kebir. The
Ottoman Turks drove out the Span-
ish from most of their Algerian
enclaves, but the Spaniards clung to
Oran for 300 years and built forts
that still dominate the port and the
town.

After the French invasion of Algiers
in 1830, the Oran region was a cen-
ter of resistance to French rule.
Emir Abdel Kader waged a 15-year
struggle against the French before
being defeated and deported.
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French and Spanish settlers arrived
and Oran, surrounded by fertile
countryside, became the main port
for the Algerian wine industry.

Oran was occupied briefly by the
U.S. Army during World War II as
Algeria was used as a staging area
for the invasion of Sicily. During the
late 1950s, Oran was the scene of
civil strife between French under-
ground terrorists and Algerian
nationalists. The violence prompted
the mass exodus of the French. The
city’s fortunes declined for a time,
but began to revive some years after
Algerian independence was gained
in 1962. The hydrocarbon and con-
struction industries have breathed
new life into the region’s economy.
In the Arzew Industrial Zone, built
along a bay 25 miles east of Oran,
two immense natural gas liquefac-
tion plants are among the most
important petrochemical installa-
tions in Algeria. Their enormous
gas flares dominate the landscape
and, on a clear night, are visible all
the way to Oran.

South of Oran lies a region of rich
agricultural land planted in vine-
yards, wheat fields, olive trees, and
orange groves. Farther south are
rugged mountains with wheat and
olives, a high plateau of grazing
land, and rocky wastelands extend-
ing more than 100 miles from the
coast.

The industrial part of Oran, in the
outlying south-southeastern dis-
tricts, contains hundreds of small
food-processing and diversified
manufacturing plants and a small
iron and steel mill. Principal
exports are wine, cereals, vegeta-
bles, and fruits.

Oran is an international port that is
connected by rail to Algiers, Béchar,
and Morocco. Oran-Es Senia Inter-
national Airport is located approxi-
mately six miles (ten kilometers)
from the city.

Oran’s Mediterranean climate and
physical beauty are striking and
resembles parts of California and
northern Florida. Winters bring
rainy winds and cool weather, with

daytime temperatures in the 50s.
Summer lasts from May to October,
with fine, sunny weather and a con-
stant breeze off the sea. This is the
time to enjoy the beaches.

Close to one million people live in
urban Oran, including an
English-speaking community con-
centrated around Arzew. The
French community in Oran num-
bers several thousand and includes
teachers and technical assistance
personnel. The city is mostly Mus-
lim, and nearly all of the
French-built churches have been
converted into mosques. The culture
is a distinct mix of Arabic and West-
ern. There are mosques in every
neighborhood and the five-times
daily prayer call rises from mina-
rets all over the city. In the streets,
veiled women walk alongside those
dressed in the latest fashions from
France. Although Algeria has many
women doctors, lawyers, and other
professionals, segregation of the
sexes remains the custom. Women
rarely go out alone and are seldom
seen in the city’s cafes.

Consulates in Oran, other than that
of the U.S., represent France, Spain,
Italy, and Morocco.

Education

Education at public schools in Oran
is conducted in Arabic and French.
The Lycée Pasteur, operated by the
French Government, offers kinder-
garten through high school for
dependents of French functionaries
and other non-Algerian students.
All instruction is in French, and the
curriculum is more rigorous than
that of the typical American high
school.

French- or classical Arabic-lan-
guage instruction from private
tutors is available. Group classes in
either language or in computer
basics are sponsored by the French
Cultural Center. The Catholic
church offers lessons in modern,
standard Arabic.

Instruction in the arts is offered by
the Oran Municipal Conservatory,
which conducts classes in a variety
of musical instruments, harmony,

dance, and dramatic arts. Courses
in tennis, judo, skin diving, and
karate may be arranged at clubs.

Recreation and

Entertainment
In Oran, soccer is the most popular
spectator sport, and weekly
matches are held in the city’s sta-
dium. Women rarely attend. The
Oran area has fine beaches and
windsurfing is growing in popular-
ity. The American community has a
full program of recreational sports,
including softball and a tennis club.
Several aerobic exercise groups
have formed. Other activities in and
around the city include excellent
saltwater fishing, sailing, and scuba
diving, although it is difficult to
charter a boat. Wild boar and small
game hunting is also available.

Within the district are many points
of scenic interest, beach resorts,
towns, and wooded mountainsides.
Although not so rich in Roman ruins
as the eastern and central parts of
the country, opportunities do exist
for archaeological and historical
study. Principal historic sites in
Oran include the 16th century
Santa Cruz Fortress and the
Mosque of the Pasha of Sidi El
Houari dates from the 18th century.

Algeria is a beautiful country with a
surprising variety of environments.
Deep forests of cork and pine, moun-
tains, windy steppes, and desert
sands are all only a few hours drive
from Oran. Opportunities for hiking
and picnicking are excellent.

Organized tours outside of Oran are
available. The Moroccan border,
with good sight-seeing and shop-
ping opportunities, is only two
hours away by car. The Spanish
enclave of Melilla, with its fascinat-
ing history and well-stocked duty-
free shops, is less than a six-hour-
drive away. Ferries go regularly
from Oran to Marseille and to
Alicante.

Entertainment opportunities in
Oran are not particularly good. A
number of movie theaters show
films in French and Arabic. Occa-
sional French-language or Arabic
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plays are performed in the Opéra
Municipal (Municipal Opera
House), and concerts by visiting art-
ists are presented at the Oran
Municipal Conservatory about
twice a year.

The French Cultural Center spon-
sors a busy program of films, lec-
tures, and concerts. It also
maintains a library and a “filmoth-
eque.”

Oran is a quiet, easy-going provin-
cial city. Patience and initiative
reap ample rewards. The American
community in Oran is extremely
small. However, expatriates and
their families often join in sports,
barbecues, films, and other social
activities with the American com-
munity in Arzew. Most Algerian
social life revolves around the fam-
ily and most Algerians do not enter-
tain. However, younger Algerians
are often attracted to American
films or music, or seek opportunities
to practice their English.

Annaba

Annaba, a Mediterranean port in
northeastern Algeria, was called
Bone until the country achieved its
independence from France. In the
early centuries A.D., under the
Romans, it had been known as the
port city of Hippo Regius. Later it
became the see of St. Augustine,
and a center of Christianity. Augus-
tine, recognized as the founder of
Christian theology, was born in the
year 354 at Tagaste, about 40 miles
south of Hippo, and served the dis-
trict as bishop. He died in 430, dur-
ing the time that the Vandals were
besieging Hippo.

Annaba was founded by the
Carthaginians, and once was a resi-
dence of ancient Numidian kings.
After its many centuries of Roman
and Vandal occupation, it came
under Arab rule in the seventh cen-
tury, and was held during the Mid-
dle Ages by Algerines, Italians, and
Spaniards. In the 17th and 18th
centuries, it was a center for Euro-
pean trade. The French captured
Annaba in 1832.

Now a modern city of close to one
million people, Annaba is sur-
rounded by wheat farms, forests,
and mines. It is a main trading and
fishing port and Algeria’s chief
exporter of iron ore and phosphates.
Annaba is connected by railway and
roads to Algiers and other major cit-
ies in northeastern Algeria. The city
is known for its chemical plants,
iron and steel factories, automobile
and railroad workshops, and fertil-
izer plant.

There are few English-speaking
people in the area, but some Euro-
peans and Americans with a knowl-
edge of French visit or conduct
business here.

Constantine

Constantine (Qacentina), the
ancient city of Cirta, lies on rocky
heights above a river valley in the
northeastern part of Algeria. Its
port is Skikda, which was known as
Philippeville under the French.
Constantine has a population of
roughly one million. Suburbs have
developed to the southwest and east
of the city.

In the second century B.C., Con-
stantine (then Cirta) was the capital
and commercial center of Numidia.
After being destroyed by wars, it
was rebuilt in the year 311 by the
Roman emperor, Constantine the
Great, and he gave it his name. The
city was a provincial capital under
the Turks in the 16th century, and
was taken by French forces in 1837.
It was occupied in 1942 during
World War II by U.S. troops.

Constantine rests on a rocky, dia-
mond-shaped plateau and, since
Roman times, has been entirely sur-
rounded by a wall. The city is a
study in contrasts. The Rue Did-
ouche Moutad divides the city into
two parts. Western sections of the
city, with its wide squares and
straight streets, exhibits a strong
French influence. The Souk el-Ghe-
zel mosque, which was converted
into the Notre-Dame des Sept-
Douleurs Cathedral by the French,
and the Casbah are major attrac-
tions. Eastern and southeastern

areas of Constantine, however,
exhibits strong examples of Islamic
architecture such as the Salah Bey
and Sidi Lakhdar mosques. Many
skilled trades are represented in the
eastern sector and entire streets are
devoted to one craft. Throughout
the city, there are ruins of Roman
fortifications and many medieval
walls and gates.

The city has several public institu-
tions. These include the municipal
library, the museum of Cirta, and
the University of Constantine,
which was founded in 1969. Also
Constantine-Ain-el Bey Interna-
tional Airport is located roughly six
miles (ten kilometers) outside of
Constantine.

OTHER CITIES

BATNA is a city in northeastern
Algeria. Originally established as a
French military outpost in 1844,
Batna is currently a trading center
for forest and agricultural products.
Roman ruins at Tazault-Lambese
(Lambessa) seven miles (11 kilome-
ters) to the southeast and Timgrad
(Thamugadi) 17 miles (27 kilome-
ters) to the east-southeast attract
many tourists. Batna has an esti-
mated population of 185,000.

BECHAR, formerly known as
Colomb-Béchar, was just a village
before coal was found here in 1907.
It thrived on the activity of the coal
mines until petroleum production
seized the market. Located in the
northwestern region of Algeria
roughly 36 miles (58 kilometers)
south of the Moroccan border,
Béchar has an estimated population
of 107,000. The city is noted for its
leatherwork and jewelry. Dates,
vegetables, figs, cereals, and
almonds are produced near Béchar.
Bituminous coal reserves in the
region are not exploited to their
greatest potential because of high
transportation costs. The city was
once the site of a French Foreign
Legion post.

Before 1962, BEJAIA was named
Bougie. Since the discovery of oil in
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Algeria, this Arab city has been a
major port for oil and trade. Situ-
ated in the northeastern part of
Algeria, 115 miles east of Algiers,
the city is divided into a coastal,
industrial section and a residential
section 500 feet higher. Bejaia is a
busy market town and exports iron
ore, phosphates, olive oil, wine, and
cork. The population is estimated
over 125,000.

With January temperatures averag-
ing 52°F, BISKRA is a common
vacation spot in winter. Located in
northeastern Algeria on the north-
ern edge of the Sahara Desert,
Biskra has a population of about
130,000. The area surrounding
Biskra is very arid and most of the
population live in oases. Dates, figs,
pomegranates, and apricots are
grown near Biskra. Biskra’s major
exports are dates and olives.

After devastating earthquakes in
1825 and 1867, BLIDA, which lies
in northern Algeria, 25 miles south-
west of the capital, was rebuilt into
a commercially active center. This
city is known for its beautiful
orange groves and rose gardens that
cover miles of landscape. Several
light manufacturing industries are
located in areas surrounding Blida.
Crops grown near Blida include bar-
ley, citrus fruits, wheat, tobacco,
olives, and vegetables. In 2000,
Blida’s population was estimated at
165,000.

DJELFA is located in north-central
Algeria. The town, founded in 1852
as a French military post, is a meet-
ing place for the Ouled Nail. The
Ouled Nail are a semi-nomadic peo-
ple who live in black-and-red
striped tents and claim they are
direct descendants of the Prophet
Mohammed. The area surrounding
Djelfa is notable for its abundance
of Neolithic rock carvings dating
from 7,000 to 5,000 B.C. Djelfa is
primarily a trading center for goats,
sheep, and other livestock. The pop-
ulation of Djelfa is over 85,000.

The oasis town of I-N-SALAH is sit-
uated in central Algeria and has a
population of roughly over 21,000.
Visited primarily by the nomadic

Tuareg people, I-n-Salah is a trans-
portation center for the export of
dates. At one time, I-n-Salah was
located on the ancient trans-
Saharan caravan routes and served
as a major trade link between north
and central Africa. The town’s
importance has declined consider-
ably due to the exodus of workers to
developing gas fields 60 miles (110
kilometers) southwest of I-n-Salah
and prohibitive transportation
costs. I-n-Salah is composed of four
walled villages or ksars. The ksars
are surrounded by fruit and vegeta-
ble gardens and palm groves. Also,
they are irrigated by artesian wells
and surrounded by hedges that pro-
tect against the Saharan desert’s
corrosive sand.

MEDEA, located in north-central
Algeria, is roughly 56 miles (90 kilo-
meters) south of Algiers. The
present-day city is situated on the
site of an ancient Roman military
post and has a history dating back
to the 10th century. The town is
French in character, with a rectan-
gular city plan, red tile-roofed build-
ings, and beautiful public gardens.
The hills surrounding Médéa are
covered with vineyards, orchards,
and farms that yield abundant
grain. Médéa’s chief products are
wines, irrigation equipment, and
various handicrafts. The city has an
estimated population of over 85,000.

OUARGLA, situated in east-cen-
tral Algeria, was originally settled
by the Berbers and Black Africans.
The town is walled with six gates
and dominated by a large mosque.
Irrigated date palm groves and veg-
etable gardens surround the town.
Ouargla is a trading center, espe-
cially for woolen carpets, basketry,
and livestock. Oil and natural gas
wells to the southwest and east-
southeast of town have increased
Ouargla’s population and local econ-
omy. The town is also home to the
Saharan museum.

The town of SAIDA was established
as a French military outpost and
once housed a regiment of the
French Foreign Legion. Situated in
northwestern Algeria, Saida is
noted for its fine leatherwork and

mineral waters, which are bottled
and sold throughout Algeria. Areas
to the north of Saida are fertile and
supply abundant crops of grapes,
olives, and wheat. Saida is also a
trading center for sheep and wool.

An ancient northeastern city dating
back to the first century, SETIF is
now a local medium for trade and
communications. It is known for
carpets and flour. Sétif, laid out in a
grid pattern of wide streets, is one of
Algeria’s highest places at an alti-
tude of 36,000 feet. The University
of Sétif was founded in 1978.
Remains of an ancient Byzantine
fortress are located north of the city.
In 1959, a Roman cemetery was
found near the center of town.
Located in a cereal-growing area, it
is one of the most populated cities in
Algeria, with a resident count esti-
mated over 185,000.

Although it was completely sur-
rounded by a wall until the 1930s,
SIDI-BEL-ABBES now has a mod-
ern look with wide boulevards and
squares. South of Oran, in the
northwestern region of the country,
this commercially vibrant city’s
infrastructure is comprised of facto-
ries, highways, and railroads.
Industry includes a farm-machine
manufacturing complex. The sur-
rounding area, once swampy, now
produces barley, wheat, and grapes.
Once France’s Foreign Legion head-
quarters, Sidi-Bel-Abbes is now a
trade center with an estimated pop-
ulation over 150,000.

SKIKDA, situated on the Mediter-
ranean Sea, 40 miles northeast of
Constantine, is rich in history, with
its Roman background still evident
in a cemetery and the largest
Roman theater in Algeria. A local
museum houses many Roman arti-
facts. Skikda is an industrial city of
roughly 129,000, whose major
exports are fish, olive oil, and fruits.
A natural-gas pipeline from Hassi
R’Mel to Skikda became operational
in 1970, leading to the development
of petrochemical industries and oil
refineries. Skikda also exports large
quantities of marble, iron, lead, and
iron ore. Many city residents of Ital-
ian and Portuguese origin left the
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city after Algerian independence in
1962. Today, the population is pre-
dominantly Muslim. Before Alge-
ria’s independence, this French city
was known as Philippeville.

TAMANRASSET, also called
Tamenghest (after 1981) and
located in extreme southern Alge-
ria, was originally established as a
military outpost to guard the trans-
Saharan trade routes. Surrounded
by the barren Sahara Desert, some
of the world’s highest known tem-
peratures have been recorded here.
Tamanrasset is located at an oasis
where, despite the difficult climate,
citrus fruits, apricots, dates,
almonds, cereals, corn, and figs are
grown. The Tuareg people are the
town’s main inhabitants. Their red
houses and the area’s magnificent,
rugged scenery make Tamanrasset
a popular tourist attraction during
the cooler months. Visitors are also
drawn to the Museum of the Hog-
gar, which offers many exhibits
depicting Tuareg life and culture.
The town has an estimated popula-
tion of 38,000.

Throughout history, the northern
town of TIARET has been occupied
at various times by the Berbers,
Arabs, Turks, and French. Today,
Tiaret is an agricultural center spe-
cializing in cereal production and
livestock raising. The town is also
noted for its purebred Arabian
horses.

TINDOUF is situated in extreme
western Algeria. The town has a
large population of Regeibat
nomads and, due to its location near
the borders of Mauritania, Morocco,
and Western Sahara, is of strategic
importance. Rich deposits of iron
ore are at Gara Djebilet 93 miles
(150 kilometers) to the southeast.

TLEMCEN, close to Morocco in the
northwestern part of Algeria, is rich
in tradition and history. Its famous
mosque of Sidi Bou Medine dates
back to the 14th century. The city is
sharply divided between the Hadars
(the middle class descended from
the Moors), the Koulouglis (descen-
dants of Turks and Arab women),
and the traditional Jewish commu-

nity. Each group lives within its own
sector of town. Tlemcen’s winding,
narrow, arched streets are crowded
with shops, cafes, and mosques. The
city has a pleasant climate. It is
located sufficiently inland to avoid
the stifling humidity of the Mediter-
ranean coast, but is near enough to
cool sea breezes in the summer.
Known for its crafts, Tlemcen pro-
duces handmade leather goods, cop-
perware, silk tapestries, and
carpets. The town supports a bus-
tling trade in agricultural products.
It is also known for furniture and
food processing. The railroad con-
nects Tlemcen to other cities,
including Beni-Saf.

TOUGGOURT, located in north-
eastern Algeria, is an oasis town
where cereals, date palms, and veg-
etables are grown. Inhabited by the
Rouarha, a people of Berber origin,
and Jewish converts to Islam (Med-
jaia), Touggourt is a typical
Saharan town of dried mud or clay-
stone buildings and winding streets.
Located at the junction of ancient
trans-Saharan caravan routes,
Touggourt is a trading center for
livestock, woven cloth, and carpets.
The estimated population is over
75,000.

COUNTRY PROFILE

Geography and
Climate

Algeria, the second largest Arab/
African country, after the Sudan, is
almost one-third the size of the con-
tinental United States. With an
area of 918,497 square miles, Alge-
ria is more than three times the size
of Texas.

Its geography is a contrast between
the mountainous, fertile terrain of
the north and the great expanse of
arid desert in the south. Nearly 90
percent of the population lives on
the productive coastal strip. The
major cities of Algiers, Oran, and
Annaba are located in this area,
within a quadrilateral that extends

about 50 miles inland from the
coast, and stretches some 950 miles
from Morocco on the west to Tunisia
on the east.

South of this coastal plain rise the
beautifully rugged hills and moun-
tains of the Kabylie and the Aures.
Behind the mountains lies the high
plateau, a semi-arid rangeland.
Beyond that, some 200 miles inland,
is the vast Sahara Desert, which
comprises 90 percent of the country.

The climate varies. Coastal areas,
including Algiers, have a pleasant,
mild climate which becomes hot in
summer, and chilly and rainy for
several months in winter. Alistair
Horne, in Savage War of Peace,
describes it thus: “The summer in
Algiers is long and torrid, and by
the end of it, the Europeans tend to
feel like fruits that have ripened too
long in the sun. . . Through much of
the year—winters that sparkle and
springs that warm—the climate,
like the architecture, is that of the
northern Mediterranean.”

Inland mountain regions between
the coast and the desert have cooler
weather, with temperatures below
freezing for long periods in winter.
Spring and fall in the Tell (that part
of northern Algeria that receives an
average annual rainfall of 16 inches
or more and is, therefore, usable for
agriculture), are mild and enjoy-
able. The Tell and the Sahara both
have climatic extremes, although in
different ways. The Tell is very cold
in winter and very hot in summer.
The Sahara’s extremes are between
daytime (warm in winter, intensely
hot in late spring, summer, and
early fall) and nighttime (extremely
cold year round).

Population

Algeria's population, a mixture of
Arab, Berber, Turkish, and West
African (in the Sahara) in origin,
numbers nearly 31.8 million and is
99% Moslem. The principal lan-
guages are French and Arabic,
although several Berber dialects are
spoken and remain the mother
tongue in many rural areas. A
strong program of Arabization is
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underway; French is still widely
used for official purposes, although
this is expected to cease soon. Few
people speak English.

Algeria has one of the world's high-
est population growth rates (2.3% in
2000). At least 70% of the popula-
tion is under age 30. The traditional
Moslem male-dominated culture is
very much in evidence. Although
women are participating more in
Algerian society, the pace of change
is slow. Many Algerian women still
wear the traditional veil and' “haik”
a white wrap-around silk or nylon
cover robe. Others, however, wear
jeans and Western clothes, particu-
larly in cities. After dark, women
are rarely seen in public places.
Relationships between Americans
and Algerians proceed more for-
mally and slowly than those to
which Americans are accustomed
due to the restraints placed upon
women and the reserve in most
Algerians' attitudes toward
strangers.

Public Institutions

The Algerian Parliament is made up
of a directly elected lower house, the
National Popular Assembly, and an
indirectly (and partially appointed)
upper house. The government's
executive departments are headed
by ministers.

After gaining independence in 1961,
Algeria had a single-party state
dominated by the country's army
and supported by the bureaucracy
and the National Liberation Front
(FLN). The FLN's rule ended in
1988 following wide-spread rioting.
Under the 1989 Constitution, there
was to be a transition to a pluralist
republic with a strong president.
The democratization process was
suspended in 1992 when the Army
forced the President to resign, can-
celed the second round of parlia-
mentary elections which the Islamic
Salvation Front (FIS) was poised to
win, and installed a ruling five-man
High State Committee, which
banned the FIS and jailed more of
its leaders. The cancellation of the
elections in 1992 escalated fighting
between the security forces and

armed Islamist groups seeking to
overthrow the government and
impose an Islamic state.

President Liamine Zeroual, a
former general, was elected in
November 1995 to a 5-year term.
Zeroual had previously served as
president of a transition govern-
ment established by the Army in
1994. The President controls
defense and foreign policy, appoints
and dismisses the Prime Minister
and cabinet ministers, and may dis-
solve the legislature. The presiden-
tial election was competitive. Three
opposition candidates had some
access to state-controlled television
and radio and also received heavy
coverage in the independent press.
Zeroual received 61% of the votes
according to government figures;
losing candidates claimed that
there were instances of fraud, but
did not contest the Zeroual's victory.
In June 1997 Algeria held the first
legislative elections since January
1992.

In May 1996 the President began
reviewing with legal opposition par-
ties a memorandum containing his
ideas on how to develop a political
system. These included amending
the Constitution to define accept-
able political practices and to estab-
lish a second parliamentary
chamber (a senate). The President
also insisted the electoral and polit-
ical party laws be changed. In Sep-
tember, several important
opposition political parties joined
with the President to sign a
national charter encompassing
these ideas. In November the gov-
ernment obtained approval of pro-
posed changes to the Constitution,
including provision of a second par-
liamentary chamber and greater
presidential authority, in a flawed
popular referendum.

The government's security appara-
tus is composed of the Army, Air
Force, Navy, the national gendarme-
rie, the national police, communal
guards (a local police), and local
self-defense forces. All of these ele-
ments are involved in counter-
insurgency and counterterrorism
operations. The security forces were

responsible for numerous serious
human rights abuses.

The economy is slowly developing
from a centrally planned system to
a more market-oriented system, in
the wake of stabilization policies
and structural reforms undertaken
in 1994 and 1995. The pace of struc-
tural reform slowed in 1996.

Noncompetitive and unprofitable
state enterprises constituted the
bulk of the industrial sector. The
state-owned petroleum sector's out-
put represented about a quarter of
national income and about 95% of
export earnings in 1996. Algeria is a
middle-income country whose
annual per capita income is about
$1,700. Unemployment continued to
rise in 1996, hitting young people
especially hard. About 70% of per-
sons under the age of 30 could not
find adequate employment. Some
made a living from petty smuggling
or street peddling.

Although the government's human
rights performance improved some-
what, there were continued serious
human rights abuses. The security
forces carried out extrajudicial kill-
ings, were responsible for numerous
cases of disappearance, routinely
tortured or otherwise abused
detainees, and arbitrarily arrested
and held incommunicado many of
those suspected of involvement with
armed Islamist groups. Poor prison
conditions, lengthy trial delays, ille-
gal searches, and infringement on
citizens' privacy rights also
remained problems. The govern-
ment heavily censored news about
security incidents and the armed
groups. The government also con-
tinued to restrict freedoms of
speech, press, assembly, and move-
ment. The Family Code limited
women's civil rights, while domestic
violence against women remained a
serious problem.

Armed groups and terrorists also
committed numerous serious
abuses, killing thousands of civil-
ians. Armed Islamists have con-
ducted a widespread insurgency
since elections were canceled in
January 1992. Although some areas
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of the country saw less conflict in
1996 than heretofore, acts of terror-
ism were still numerous. Islamist
groups targeted government offi-
cials and families of security service
members. They also assassinated
political and religious figures, busi-
nessmen, teachers, journalists,
state enterprise workers, farmers,
and children. Armed Islamists tar-
geted women especially; there were
repeated instances of kidnaping and
rape. Bombs left in cars, cafes, and
markets killed and maimed people
indiscriminately. By the end of
1996, most commonly accepted
casualty estimates were than
60,000 people had been killed dur-
ing five years of turmoil.

Since diplomatic relations were
restored in 1974, Algerian-U.S. rela-
tions have gradually improved. This
is due to Algeria's role in the Iran
hostage crisis in 1981 and to
increased commercial ties. Alge-
rian-French relations have gone
through periodic ups and downs.
Ties with France cover an extremely
broad spectrum. France is Algeria's
leading exporter. Approximately
800,000 Algerians live and work in
France. About 50 countries main-
tain resident diplomatic missions in
Algiers.

Political
Environment

After the cancellation of parliamen-
tary elections in January 1992,
which the Islamist opposition party,
the Islamic Salvation Front (in
French, FIS) was poised to win, a
building confrontation between the
military-backed government and
Islamist armed groups quickly
expanded. The armed groups' opera-
tions included attacks on the secu-
rity services, and they also targeted
schools, public buildings, security
service members, and a variety of
noncombatants, including journal-
ists, intellectuals, government offi-
cials, women, and even children.
Unofficial estimates of the dead
range from 30,000 - 60,000 during
nearly five years of fighting. In
addition, over 120 foreigners have
been murdered since December

1993. The Armed Islamic Group,
thought responsible for those mur-
ders, also threatened foreigners and
Algerians working in the hydrocar-
bons sector specifically. Although
many Algerians perceive the vio-
lence is receding somewhat, fighting
and terrorist incidents erupt regu-
larly; no prompt military solution to
the conflict seems possible.

The flag of Algeria consists of two
equal vertical bands of green (hoist
side) and white with a red five-
pointed star within a red crescent;
the crescent, star, and the color
green are traditional symbols of
Islam.

Arts, Science,
Education

Before independence, a predomi-
nantly foreign scientific and artistic
community thrived in Algeria. It
was well-supported by the French
Government and was intended
mainly for the European commu-
nity. From this community devel-
oped the University of Algiers, two
libraries (each with more than a
half-million books), important
research in solar energy and
anthropology, and a small but
highly regarded group of writers
and painters—Nobel Prize winner
Albert Camus among them.

Since the revolution, Algerians have
maintained many of these French
foundations and traditions. At the
same time, they are developing
institutions and customs more typi-
cal of their own character and
needs.

Although it is small, the Algerian
artistic community is active and
well-supported by the government
and news media. Several painters
have achieved local and interna-
tional reputations and often present
exhibitions of their works.

The country has a long tradition of
handicrafts, especially in rural
areas. Although modernization is
eradicating many of these, among
the crafts found here are hand-
woven textiles, including flat-weave

rugs and strips of tenting; tradi-
tional garments; pottery; basketry;
coppercraft; brasswork; and leath-
erwork. The most notable is the
Kabylie style of engraved silver jew-
elry decorated with coral and
enamel inlays. Also notable are the
intricate and colorful tiles which
have for centuries decorated the
courtyards and doorways of Algeria.

Expenditure on education has
grown steadily since independence.
Emphasis is now being placed on
secondary and higher education.
The University of Algiers (founded
in 1909), its affiliated institutes,
and other regional universities pro-
vide a varied program of instruction
that stresses development-related
subjects. Many technical colleges
also are in operation as well.

In the mid-1990s, less than half of
Algeria’s population was literate.

Commerce and
Industry

Despite Algeria's ongoing security
difficulties, the Algerian economy is
steadily growing. The engines of
this growth are the hydrocarbons
and agriculture sectors. Other sec-
tors of the economy, especially
industry, are suffering. The govern-
ment, in conjunction with programs
backed by the IMF and World Bank,
is working to develop the economy
from one centrally planned to one
which is market oriented. In addi-
tion, the government is seeking to
modernize Algeria's financial mar-
kets by working to establish second-
ary credit markets and attract
private investment into commercial
banking. These financial reforms
should help spur investment, which
so far has been minimal outside the
food processing sector. Sustained
economic growth in northern Alge-
ria will likely await a resolution of
Algeria's political turmoil, which so
far has scared off many investors.

Algeria, whose territory is one-third
the size of the U.S., has devoted sig-
nificant resources to expanding and
modernizing the transport and tele-
communications sectors since the
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1970s. Today, Algeria has a rela-
tively well-developed infrastructure
as a result. Unfortunately, armed
groups fighting the government
have often targeted the power and
telecommunications networks as
well as rail and road transport lines.

The Chambre de Commerce d’Alger
is located at 6, boulevard Anatole
France, Algiers; the other Cham-
bers of Commerce are in Oran, at 8,
boulevard de la Soumman; and in
Constantine, at Palais Consulaire,
rue Seguy-Villevaleix.

Transportation

Regional

Frequent flights link Algiers’ main
airport, Dar-el-Béida, to all major
European cities. Flights are avail-
able to Paris, a two hour trip. Flying
time to Marseille is one hour;
Madrid, two hours; London, three
hours; and Palma de Mallorca, a
lovely vacation spot in the Baleares
province of Spain, 45 minutes. Air
service is available to Tunis and
Casablanca. Tickets are expensive.
During summer months, flights are
heavily booked and obtaining reser-
vations can be complicated. Ticket
restrictions complicate arrange-
ments for connecting flights.

Travel facilities in the Oran area
are much the same, with daily
heavily booked flights to Algiers,
Marseille, and Paris.

Domestic commercial air service is
provided by the national airline, Air
Algérie, and serves all major inte-
rior and coastal cities. Because a
policy of decentralization has
increased emphasis on the develop-
ment of interior cities, service to the
Sahara is frequent. Fares are rea-
sonable; but unannounced schedule
changes also are frequent. Decen-
tralization has created extreme
crowding, and travelers often face a
lengthy wait at airports for subse-
quent flights.

Algeria has international air facili-
ties at Constantine, Annaba, and
Tlemcen as well as at Algiers and
Oran. Many other airports, smaller

in size, and a number of airstrips
are in operation throughout the
country.

Shipping from Algiers is primarily
cargo, but some passenger ships call
at the port. A ferry service runs
daily between Algiers and
Marseille; twice weekly between
Oran and Spanish ports.

Local

Algeria has a good network of roads
which are kept passable; but local
travel can be an adventure.
Although most Algerian drivers are
extremely courteous, defensive driv-
ing is a must; the highway fatality
rate is very high. “Fender-benders”
are almost unavoidable, even for
especially cautious drivers.
Extremely heavy traffic should be
expected in the cities, and particu-
larly on weekend outings. It is not
uncommon for a 30-mile beach trip
to take six hours.

Algeria has over 3,000 miles (4,700
kilometers) of railway that connect
all the major cities and towns in
Algeria. However, trains are often
overcrowded, unclean, and fre-
quently late.

Public bus service in Algiers is not
generally used by Americans
because of overcrowding and erratic
schedules. Intercity bus service is
more dependable; most official
Americans do not use the service,
however, because of the crowding
and unacceptable bus stations. The
national tourist agency, offers bus
tours to oases and other points of
interest.

Taxis are very difficult to find
except at the airport and major
hotels. Drivers do not cruise, but
wait at widely scattered stands
throughout the city. Little service is
available after hours and holidays.
Taxis are metered and fares are not
exceptionally high. Surcharges are
often collected after dark. A tip of 10
percent is customary.

Automobiles
A private car is a necessity in Alg-
iers. Walking in Algiers is very diffi-
cult because of the narrow, hilly,

winding streets, which often do not
have sidewalks. These same streets
make driving conditions difficult at
best—worse during rush hours.
Parking can be time consuming and
frustrating. A small car is most
practical for city driving, although
cars should have sufficient space to
make long trips comfortable. To see
the many sights scattered in diverse
areas of Algeria requires extensive
travel. Reliable repair and mainte-
nance facilities for American cars
are not widespread, but there are
adequate facilities for small foreign
cars such as Renault, Volkswagen,
Peugeot, or Fiat. Japanese-made
vehicles are seen with increasing
frequency. Cars with left-hand drive
are standard, but right-hand drive
vehicles are not prohibited. Alge-
rian safety laws require yellow
headlights and the use of seat belts
outside the city limits. Additional
seat belts may be needed to secure a
child’s car seat. Emission control
devices on U.S. models should be
removed and cars adapted to receive
local gasoline.

Third-party liability insurance is
mandatory and must be purchased
from Caisse Algérienne d’Assurance
et de Réassurance (CAAR), a
national company. It is relatively
expensive. Insurance in Algeria is
valid only within the borders of
Algeria. When outside the country,
coverage applicable to the visited
countries must be purchased at the
border.

Members of the official communities
representing other countries do not
need Algerian drivers’ licenses if
they hold valid permits issued else-
where.

Communications
Telephone and Telegraph

Local and international telephone
service is generally adequate, but it
is sometimes difficult to get calls
through to the U.S. Although inter-
national calls are expensive (about
$1.65 per minute to the U.S.), direct
dialing is available to most coun-
tries, including the U.S.
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Mail
International airmail from the U.S.
takes 712 days. Surface letters take
a month. Parcel post service is irreg-
ular because the U.S. does not have
a parcel agreement with Algeria.
Once a parcel is received, lengthy
customs delays may be experienced.

Radio and TV
Medium-wave and long-wave radios
can receive French language pro-
grams from RadioTelevisionAlgeri-
enne, Radio Diffusion Francaise,
Europe No. 1, Monte Carlo, the
Voice of America (evenings only),
the BBC, and Moroccan-based Medi
1.

Reception of foreign shortwave
broadcasts varies with the season,
but BBC can be received clearly, as
can Armed Forces Radio and Televi-
sion Service broadcasts. Algerian
television broadcasts between 7
a.m. and 1 a.m. daily. Many movies
and the late-night newscasts are in
French. Arabic programming (some-
times dubbed American films) is the
general rule. Algerian television
uses the PAL system, so U.S. receiv-
ers will not work in Algeria.

Newspapers, Magazines, and
Technical Journals
Three Arabic dailies are available in
Algeria, and seven daily papers are

published in French.

Few foreign publications are avail-
able locally. Magazines are usually
subscribed to by individuals as they
cannot be found in local
newsstands.

Health and

Medicine

Medical Facilities
Algiers and the other major cities
have several large nationalized hos-
pitals and clinics. These facilities,
however, are considered to be below
U.S. standards. For the most part,
noncritical obstetrical, surgical, and
emergency patients are sent to Lon-
don (medevac point) or the U.S. (in
the case of official Americans, to the
nearest U.S. military facility). In
critical emergencies, an Algerian

military hospital will care for
patients through special
arrangement.

No American doctors currently
practice in the country, but some
foreign-trained local physicians and
specialists are available. A number
of these maintain private practices.

Community Health
Public sanitation standards are
lower here than in Western Europe
or the U.S., although (in Algiers)
garbage is collected almost daily.
Feral cats and various vermin
abound. While sewage systems are
adequate during the dry season,
they often overflow during and after
rains, and sometimes there are
almost daily water interruptions.

High year-round humidity makes
this area inadvisable for persons
with serious respiratory ailments
and sinus trouble. Children seem
particularly susceptible to colds and
respiratory infections.

Preventive Measures
Rabies is endemic in Algeria. The
three-inoculation anti-rabies series
should be considered before enter-
ing the country.

Mosquitoes are a definite nuisance
in the residential areas of Algiers,
and are found in some areas year
round. In certain parts of the coun-
try, malaria is prevalent. Therefore,
malaria prophylaxis should be
taken.

During periods of drought, water
supply from the city is sporadic,
oftentimes no more than once every
three days.

All water used for drinking and ice
cubes should be boiled. Bottled
water is generally available.
Typhoid and gamma globulin
immunizations are recommended.
Local milk should be boiled before
consumption. Doctors recommend
“long conservation” milk (boiled
under pressure) for infants and
small children; it can be kept
unopened without refrigeration for
a reasonably lengthy period. Both

evaporated and powdered milk are
usually available.

Fresh fruits and vegetables should
be washed and soaked in a disinfec-
tant, and rinsed in boiled water.

NOTES FOR
TRAVELERS

Passage, Customs and Duties

No American passenger ships serve
the Mediterranean. The best air
connections for Algiers are from
Paris, with direct flights available
daily. It is also possible to fly from
Madrid, Zurich, Rome, Frankfurt,
or London. Daily flights go from
Paris to Oran, and four to five
flights a day are scheduled between
Oran and Algiers.

Passports and visas are required for
U.S. cietizens traveling to Algeria.
For more information concerning
entry requirements, travelers may
contact the Embassy of the Demo-
cratic and Popular Republic of Alge-
ria at 2137 Wyoming Avenue N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20008, telephone
(202) 265-2800 or go to http://
www.algeria-us.org/ on the Internet.

Smallpox vaccinations are required.
Yellow fever and/or cholera vaccina-
tion certificates are required for
travelers arriving from infected
areas. Inoculations which should be
kept current include the complete
polio series, diphtheria and tetanus,
typhoid, cholera, and gamma
globulin.

Americans living in or visiting Alge-
ria are encouraged to register at the
Consular Section of the U.S.
Embassy in Algeria and obtain
updated information on travel and
security within Algeria. The U.S.
Embassy is located at 4 Chemin
Cheikh Bachir El-Ibrahimi, B.P. 549
(Alger-gare) 16000, in the capital
city of Algiers. The telephone num-
ber is [213] (21) 691-425/255/186.
The fax number for the U.S.
Embassy is [213] (21) 69-39-79. The
U.S. Embassy workweek is Sunday
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through Thursday. The former U.S.
Consulate in Oran is closed.

Pets

There are no restrictions on import-
ing or exporting pets. Rabies, how-
ever, is common in Algeria. Pets
must have certificates of inoculation
and good health, and proof that
rabies vaccination has been given
within the last three months. Many
hotels in Algeria will not accept
pets, especially the SONATOUR (or
national) hotels. Some will accept
small pets more readily. None have
kennels.

Firearms and Ammunition
The importation of firearms and
ammunition is discouraged; hand-
guns are strictly prohibited by Alge-
rian law.

Currency, Banking and
Weights and Measures
The Algerian unit of currency is the
dinar (DA). It is divided into hun-
dredths which, in popular usage,
are called francs. Algerian currency
notes may not be exported or

imported.

The metric system of weights and
measures is used.

Officially a Muslim Arab country,
Algeria still follows the Gregorian
calendar for most purposes, and Fri-
day is the day of rest.

LOCAL HOLIDAYS

dJan. ............ New Year's Day
Mar. 8........... Women’s Day
May1........... Labor Day
June19 ......... Revolution

Recovery Day
dJuly5........... Independence

Day
Nov.1l........... Revolution Day
................ Id al-Adha*
................ Hijra New Year*
................ Ashura*
................ Mawlid an

Nabi*
................ Ramadan*
................ Id al-Fitr*
*variable

RECOMMENDED
READING
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Horne, Alistair. Savage War of
Peace. MacMillan Ltd: Great Brit-
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1979. (This book is the best intro-
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Humbaraci, Arslan. Algeria: A Rev-
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Press, Ltd: London, 1966.
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Ouandt, William. Revolution &
Political Leadership. Algeria
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EDITOR’S NOTE

This chapter was adapted from the
Department of State Post Report
2001 for Angola. Supplemental
material has been added to increase
coverage of minor cities, facts have
been updated, and some material
has been condensed. Readers are
encouraged to visit the Department
of State’s web site at http://
travel.state.gov/ for the most recent
information available on travel to
this country.

INTRODUCTION

The name “Angola” comes from the
Mbundu word for “king”- ngola. Few
African countries have seen their
natural and human potential as
underutilized and thoroughly rav-
aged by violence as Angola.

In precolonial southern Africa, the
area was home to some of the conti-
nent's richest kingdoms, which wel-
comed European merchants and
missionaries in the 15th century,
only to be corrupted and ultimately
destroyed by the transatlantic slave
trade in the 16th century. The aboli-
tion of the trade-a politically and
economically destabilizing event-
was followed by the repressive taxa-
tion and forced labor regimes of Por-
tuguese colonialism. Although much

ANGOLA

People’s Republic of Angola

Major Cities:

Luanda, Huambo, Lobito, Benguela

Other Cities:
Cabinda, Namibe

of the rest of the continent under-
went rapid decolonization in the
1960s, the armed struggle for inde-
pendence in Angola took nearly 15
years and perpetuated internal divi-
sions that turned into a decades-
long, ongoing civil war.

Small groups of hunter-gatherers
were the first to inhabit the region
of present-day Angola, but late in
the first millennium Bantu-speak-
ing people migrated to the area from
the north. They brought with them
iron-smelting skills, agricultural
practices, and cattle, all of which
they used to establish some of the
largest and most centralized king-
doms in Central Africa. In the mid-
13th or 14th century, Congo kings
organized agricultural settlements
surrounding the mouth of the Congo
River into provinces, collected taxes,
and established an official currency
of shells.

Portuguese explorer Diogo Céao
sailed into the mouth of the Congo
River in 1482. The Portuguese ini-
tially maintained peaceful relations
with the Congo, trading goods in
exchange for slaves. But the slave-
traders became more intrusive and
violent. When they began to meet
resistance, the Portuguese monar-
chy sent troops to Angola.

Slavery existed in some form in
most of Angola's kingdoms. It is

estimated that between the late
16th century and 1836, when Portu-
gal officially abolished slave traf-
ficking, 4 million people from the
region were captured for the slave
trade. Slave trading agents, or
pombeiros-some Portuguese, most
African, or Afro Portuguese (mes-
ticos)-bought slaves from local
chiefs in exchange for cloth, guns,
and other European goods.

Throughout the 19th century and
until the military campaigns ended
in 1930, many sectors of Angolan
society resisted domination by the
Portuguese monarchy. Kings, espe-
cially the well educated leaders of
the Congo, invoked historical trea-
ties to resist Portuguese dictates.

The country has been engulfed in
war and civil strife since its
independence from Portugal in
1975. A peace accord, signed in
1994, brought a temporary halt to
the civil war, but war erupted again
in 1998.

However, despite these grave diffi-
culties, Angola is not without its
share of intrigues. Numerous beau-
tiful beaches surrounding Luanda-
such as the Palmeirinhas, I1ha, and
Ramiros-are popular places for
water sports enthusiasts. Three
museums include a Museum of
Anthropology, with an excellent col-
lection of African arts, and several
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discos and clubs are dotted through-
out the city. Angolans are also
known for their hospitality; it is not
uncommon for visitors to be invited
into their homes for a traditional
meal.

MAJOR CITIES

Luanda

Luanda, Angola’s capital and larg-
est city, lies less that 9 degrees
south of the equator. It was estab-
lished in 1576, and by 1627, the city
had become the headquarters for
the Portuguese colonial administra-
tion and the main outlet for slave
traffic to Brazil. Luanda experi-
enced a dramatic population
increase after 1940 as thousands of
Portuguese immigrants and rural
Angolans flocked to the city. This
population explosion ceased shortly
after Angola’s independence from
Portugal in 1975, when Portuguese
nationals returned en masse to Por-
tugal. By 1976, Luanda’s large
white population had dwindled from
150,000 to 30,000. The city’s popula-
tion increased again during the
Angolan civil war as an influx of
Cuban soldiers and civilians settled
in Luanda. Luanda has an esti-
mated population of 3 million.

Today, Luanda is a city of contrasts.
The lower part of the city serves as
Luanda’s commercial and industrial
center. Skyscrapers and wide ave-
nues give the city a modern appear-
ance. However, vast poverty-ridden
shanty-towns are prevalent in other
parts of the city. These neighbor-
hoods are filled with sun-dried, mud
brick shacks known as “musseques.”

Luanda is the site of the University
of Luanda, the seat of the Roman
Catholic archdiocese, and the loca-
tion of 4 de Fevereiro, Angola’s
international airport. Luanda is a
busy international port. Coffee, cot-
ton, iron, salt, and diamonds are
chief exports. Products are also
transported by rail link to Malanje,
a city located 200 miles east of
Luanda.

Utilities

Running water is available through-
out much of the city, though outages
do' occur. Electricity is 220 volts, 50-
cycle electrical power. Power outlets
are the standard European two
round prong. Persons planning to
bring sensitive electronic equip-
ment should also bring a voltage
regulator, UPS, and/or surge protec-
tor, as voltage may fluctuate as
much as 10%. It is also advisable to
bring only battery-operated clocks.

Food

Most basic items (dairy products,
eggs, butter, bread, sugar, flour,
beans, rice, fresh and frozen meats,
and limited amounts of fresh fruits
and vegetables) can be purchased
locally in open-air markets and
supermarkets (Jumbo, Afri-Belg,
and Intermarket) or in hard cur-
rency stores (ES-KO and Cantina
Palanca Items in the hard-currency
stores are expensive compared to
Washington, D.C. prices, but not
prohibitive.

Fresh fruits and vegetables are
grown locally or imported from
South Africa with a moderate
amount of variety (tomatoes, pota-
toes, eggplant, onions, lettuce,
apples, oranges, mangos, papayas,
bananas, etc.). Items purchased in
the open-air markets are sold “as
is.” Care must be taken with these
items, especially in the proper
cleaning of all fresh produce. Fresh
local fish is also abundant and rea-
sonable. Alcoholic beverages are
also found in a wide variety, such as
wines from South Africa and
Europe, beers from Angola, South
Africa, Namibia, and hard liquors.
Food stuffs, including perishables,
can also be ordered on a bimonthly
basis from South Africa. Due to the
cost of air shipment, prices are high.

Clothing

Locally available clothing is unac-
ceptable by American standards.
Size, selection, and availability are
extremely limited. It is advisable to
bring all clothing items and shoes
with you. There are no local taboos
regarding clothing, and the majority
of people in Luanda dress in the

“Western” style. As Luanda has a
tropical climate, any type of wash-
able cotton/linen tropical wear
would be well suited for day and
nighttime use. Replenishment of
clothing items is done most often by
catalog purchase through the pouch
system. Clothes can also be bought
in South Africa at reasonable prices
and are of good quality.

Luanda's year-round climate is gen-
erally sunny, hot, and humid. Wash-
able 100% cotton clothing is
recommended, as dry cleaning facil-
ities are unreliable. Comfortable,
durable walking shoes are also rec-
ommended. Life, in general, and
social functions, in particular, tend
to be casual in the expatriate com-
munity. Angolans, on the other
hand, always dress well for func-
tions.

Supplies and Services
Luanda has one drycleaner shop
that is considered adequate, plus a
few well regarded, reasonably
priced barbershops and beauty
salons. There are auto repair shops
in town that have received mixed
reviews and are not inexpensive.

Domestic Help
Domestic help is readily available at
reasonable rates, usually payable in
U.S. dollars. However, those
employed who have not worked
before for Americans may need
training, and most speak only Por-
tuguese. Currently, there is no
requirement for pension, social
security, or retirement payments for
domestic help. All household help
should have a medical exam and
routine security background check
prior to beginning work.

Religious Activities
There are missionaries of all faiths
living in Angola. Although their
principal role is humanitarian
assistance, many do hold religious
services for their individual faiths.
There is a large number of Catholic,
Baptist, and Methodist churches in
Luanda. The Catholic church has a
resident cardinal, and the Method-
ist church has a resident bishop.
Church facilities are simple; most
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services are conducted in Portu-
guese, and attendance by Angolans
is normally high. An English nonde-
nominational church group meets
every Sunday morning and is open
to everyone.

Education

The International School of Luanda
(LIS) instructs in English as a first
language and has a preschool and
kindergarten, as well as grades 1-8.
It is a member of the Association of
International Schools in Africa
(AISA) and is listed in the world-
wide International Education
Handbook. The school is working in
conjunction with the International
Baccalaureate Organisation (IBO)
and their Primary Years Program
and is also seeking US. accredita-
tion. There are also French and Por-
tuguese schools in Luanda.

Sports
The national sports of Angola are
soccer and basketball. Local games
are held regularly. Angola also

sponsors tennis, European hand-
ball, basketball, and field hockey
teams. Dance, aerobics, karate, and
“capoeira” lessons are available,
located at several different fitness
gyms and at reasonable prices. Run-
ners can participate in the Hash
House Harriers, a weekly “Fun
Run” sponsored by the British
Embassy, and more informal events.

The city has a tennis club; court
rental is $10 per hour for nonmem-
bers. Bring shoes, rackets, and balls
sufficient to last a tour. Reasonably
priced tennis lessons are available
through private arrangement.

Entertainment
Entertainment in Luanda is lim-
ited. Alliance Francaise and the
Portuguese Cultural Center will
have special cultural programs to
which all are invited. There is a
small theater with local groups per-
forming. Most people dine out for
entertainment. Nightclubs, jazz
clubs, and many relatively good res-

-— A
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taurants serve Angolan, Portu-
guese, Chinese, Vietnamese,
Spanish, and Cuban cuisine. Res-
taurants in Angola are expensive by
U. S. standards.

Special Information

The security situation in Luanda
requires caution. Civil war, banditry
and landmines make travel
throughout Angola unsafe. Street
crime, sometimes violent, is com-
mon in Luanda and in other urban
centers. Police, who often carry
automatic weapons, patrol city
streets. They are unpredictable, and
their authority should not be chal-
lenged. Travel in many parts of
Luanda is relatively safe by day, but
doors must be locked, windows
rolled up, and packages stored out
of sight. Police checkpoints contrib-
ute to unsafe travel on roads lead-
ing out of the city. Visitors are
strongly advised to avoid unneces-
sary travel after dark. All visitors
are required at the earliest opportu-
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nity to contact the U.S. Embassy
security officer for a briefing.

Huambo

Located in west-central Angola,
Huambo (formerly Nova Lisboa)
was founded in 1912 and quickly
became a major transportation cen-
ter. The city is built on Angola’s
main railway, the Benguela Rail-
way. The railway, which extends
from Lobito on Angola’s Atlantic
coast to Zaire, was used extensively
to transport coffee, wheat, and corn
grown near Huambo. As a result of
this activity, Huambo became a very
prosperous city. Huambo’s fortunes
plummeted during the civil war
when the Benguela Railway was
severely damaged. The city itself
has suffered severe damage. Most of
Huambo’s residents fled and the
city was looted. Huambo faces hard-
ship and years of rebuilding. The
city’s estimated population in 2000
was 400,000.

Lobito

Lobito is Angola’s third largest city
and was founded in 1843. The com-
pletion of the Benguela Railway
served as a stimulus for Lobito’s
growth into a major city. Lobito is
Angola’s largest and busiest port.
Because of its extensive rail links
with Democratic Republic of the
Congo (formerly Zaire), Zambia,
Zimbabwe, Mozambique, and South
Africa, Lobito was once a leading
transport center for Southern
Africa’s mineral wealth. However,
damage to the Benguela Railway
has severely disrupted Lobito’s
trade with other African countries.
Several industries are located in the
city, among them food processing,
shipbuilding, and metalworking.
The French built a new textile com-
plex at Lobito in 1979 and a second
textile mill is planned for the future.
Grains, fruits, sisal, coconuts, and
peanuts are grown near the city.
Plans to rehabilitate Lobito and the
surrounding area were in progress
in mid-1991. Lobito’s population is
roughly 75,000.

Benguela

The city of Benguela is an historic
trading, fishing, and administrative
center. Benguela was founded in
1617 by Portuguese traders seeking
to open new ports and trade mar-
kets in Angola. In the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, Benguela
served as a major transport point
for Portugal’s lucrative slave trade.
The city currently serves as a trad-
ing center for the coffee, corn,
tobacco, sugarcane, and sisal grown
near Benguela. Industry in the city
consists of fish processing, sugar
milling, and soap manufacturing.
Manganese deposits have been dis-
covered south of the city, but were
not developed extensively because
of Angola’s civil war. Benguela has
an estimated population of over
50,000.

OTHER CITIES

The port city of CABINDA, situated
in the Angolan enclave of Cabinda,
was once a transportation point for
West African slaves. Today, Cabinda
province contains rich crude oil
deposits and the city is a major port
of Angolan oil exports. Timber,
cocoa, coffee, phosphates, and potas-
sium are also transported through
Cabinda. Manganese and gold
deposits have been discovered near
the city, but have not been fully
exploited. Cabinda has been able to
escape damage during the civil war
because it is geographically sepa-
rated from Angola. Cabinda’s status
as a free port has made it attractive
to foreign businesses and investors.

Cabinda is a small city located 200
miles east of Luanda. It developed
in the mid-19th century as an
important open-air market. Today,
the city is the center of an important
cotton- and coffee-growing area. The
prosperity of the town was ham-
pered by the exodus of skilled Portu-
guese workers following Angola’s
independence. In addition, the city
was partially destroyed during the
civil war. Malanje is linked by rail

and road with Luanda. Several
interesting attractions are located
near the city. These attractions
include the Luando Game Reserve,
Milando Animal Reserve, and the
350-ft. high Duque de Breganca
Falls. The city’s population is esti-
mated at 31,600.

The port of NAMIBE (formerly
Mocamedes) was founded by Brazil-
ians in the mid-19th century.
Namibe is a city of small houses and
administrative buildings crowded
together along a low inland cliff
with commercial buildings nestled
along the Atlantic coast. The city
was solely dependent on fishing
until the discovery of iron ore near
Namibe. A lucrative iron ore mine
was opened at Cassinga, but opera-
tions were disrupted during the civil
war. Fishing remains an important
activity for Namibe’s residents.
Namibe has an estimated popula-
tion of 77,000.

COUNTRY PROFILE

Geography and
Climate

Angola is located on the western
coast of central/southern Africa. It
is bordered by Democratic Republic
of the Congo (formerly Zaire) on the
north and northeast, Zambia on the
east, Namibia on the south and by
the Atlantic Ocean on the west. Its
coastline extends from the oil-rich
enclave of Cabinda (north of the
mouth of the Zaire River) to the
northern border of Namibia, a dis-
tance of nearly 1,000 miles. Angola
comprises a total area of approxi-
mately 481,354 square miles, larger
than Texas and California
combined.

The Atlantic coast of Angola is nar-
row and flat. Most of the country is
comprised of a vast plateau elevated
3,000 to 7,000 feet above sea level.
Northern and western portions of
Angola have mountains, thick vege-
tation and fertile soil. The majority
of Angolans live in the north and
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west. Many of the country’s rivers
originate in central Angola. How-
ever, only the Cuanza River is navi-
gable. The eastern half of Angola
consists of relatively flat, open pla-
teau and sandy soil. Angola’s south-
ern areas are dominated by the
Namib Desert. Population in south-
ern and eastern regions is very
sparse. The Cabinda province is cov-
ered by tropical rain forest.

Angola has a tropical climate. The
hot season runs from January to
April, with high temperatures and
high humidity. There are light rains
in November and December with
rains falling in March & April.

Population

With only about 12 million people,
Angola is lightly populated. As a
result for three decades of conflict,
an estimated 80% of the population
is now concentrated in 20% of the
national territory closest to the
coast, and nearly 30% of the total
population now resides in the capi-
tal, Luanda. The rest of the popula-
tion is spread over the central
highlands.

Angolans are mostly of Bantu eth-
nic heritage. About 75% of Angola's
people are members of Angola's four
largest ethnic groups. The Ovim-
bundu, normally resident in the
central highlands and southeastern
parts of Angola, are the largest
group, comprising about 37% of the
population. The Ovimbundu were
traditionally farmers and traders.

The Kimbundu, approximately 25%
of Angola's population, live in and
around Luanda and to the east. Pro-
longed contact with Portuguese
colonial rulers has given the Kim-
bundu the highest proportion of
Angolans assimilated into Euro-
pean culture.

The Bakongo, usually concentrated
in the northwest, and areas adja-
cent to the Congo, Democratic
Republic of Congo, and Cabinda
Province, constitute 13% of the pop-
ulation. The Bakongo at one time
formed a loose federation known as

the Kingdom of the Kongo with
whom the Europeans made initial
contact in the 15th century when
the Portuguese first landed at the
mouth of the Congo River.

The Lunda and Chokwe occupy the
northeastern sector of Angola, with
branches also in Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo, and make up 10% of the
population. These two ethnic groups
once comprised a great kingdom in
the Angolan interior and were
barely touched by Portuguese
influence.

Other relatively minor ethnic
groups include the Nganguela in the
southeast and the Ovambo and Her-
ero in the southwest (about 7%).
The Ovambo and Herero are migra-
tory cattle herders, who maintain
close ties to kinsmen in Namibia,
and regularly migrate across the
Angolan-Namibian border. The rest
of the population is made up of
mulatto or mestizo (mixed Euro-
pean and African, 2%), Europeans
(1%), and others (5%).

Before the 1975 civil war, approxi-
mately 750,000 non-Africans, pri-
marily Portuguese citizens, lived in
Angola. About 500,000 fled to Portu-
gal because of the war. Today, about
40,000 Portuguese live in Angola,
constituting the largest foreign pop-
ulation. The mulatto/mestizo are
influential politically and economi-
cally beyond their numbers.

The diverse ethnic backgrounds of
the population suggest the wide
range of languages spoken. No one
African language is widely used
beyond its ethnic area. Portuguese
is Angola's official language and is
used by the government, in schools,
and by people throughout the
country.

The last official Angolan census was
taken in 1970. Since then, because
the war has made accurate demog-
raphy impossible, population fig-
ures have only been given as
estimates. The Angolan Govern-
ment estimated the 1988 population
at almost 9.5 million. Today's best
estimate is about 12 million inhabit-

ants, with about 3 million of those
residing in Luanda.

History

Modern-day Angola was first dis-
covered in 1483 by the Portuguese
explorer Diego Cao. Although the
Portuguese government sent a
small group of settlers to Angola in
1491, the establishment of large
permanent settlements was not
their primary objective. Rather,
Angola was to serve as an ample
source of slave labor for Portugal’s
profitable coffee plantations in Bra-
zil. By the mid-nineteenth century,
the Portuguese had established a
lucrative slave trade in Angola. It is
estimated that nearly three million
Angolans were eventually sent to
South America as slaves. More Por-
tuguese flocked to Angola as the
slave trade grew. In 1575, the Portu-
guese established their first perma-
nent settlement at Luanda.

Angola’s lucrative slave trade
quickly captured the attention of
Portugal’s colonial rivals. In 1641,
the Dutch invaded and occupied
Luanda. For seven years, Portugal’s
Angolan slave trade was controlled
by the Dutch. The Portuguese even-
tually wrested control of Angola
from the Dutch in 1648.

Angola’s boundaries were formally
established by the Berlin West
Africa Congress in 1884-1885 in
which France, Germany and Portu-
gal won international recognition of
the borders of their African colonies.
During the early 20th century,
Angola was wracked by a series of
tribal uprisings against Portuguese
rule. All of these uprisings were
ruthlessly crushed. By 1922, the
Portuguese government claimed
that all resistance against colonial
rule in Angola had been silenced.

The years following World War II
brought an influx of new Portuguese
settlers. Beginning in 1950, the Por-
tuguese government initiated a
campaign to entice new settlers to
Angola with a promise of free farm-
land. The plan was highly success-
ful. By the end of 1950, there were
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80,000 Portuguese living in Angola,
compared with fewer than 10,000 in
1900. The Portuguese promises of
free land created a series of hard-
ships for native Angolans, however.
Most of the free farmland was con-
fiscated from traditional African
farming areas. Many African farm-
ers, displaced from their land, were
forced to take menial jobs in Angola
or work outside the country. The
Portuguese settlement practices,
coupled with harsh repression of
dissent, led to deep bitterness and
discontent among the Angolan peo-
ple. The seeds of violent revolution
had been sown.

In 1961, Angola was shaken by two
separate uprisings. The first revolt
was conducted by a political group
known as the Popular Movement for
the Liberation of Angola (MPLA).
Shortly thereafter, the FNLA
(National Front for the Liberation of
Angola) launched their own mili-
tary campaign. Initially, both upris-
ings made impressive gains against
Portuguese troops. However, the
Portuguese eventually gained the
upper hand and crushed the revolts.
Members of the MPLA and FNLA
were forced to flee to remote parts of
the country. In 1966, after a series of
disagreements, several members of
the FNLA left the party and formed
the National Union for the Total
Independence of Angola (UNITA).
UNITA began its own revolt against
the Portuguese in late 1966. It was
quickly defeated. Eventually, tribal
rivalries, personality conflicts and
ideological differences erupted
between members of the MPLA,
FNLA and UNITA. Relations
between the three groups became so
hostile at one point that they began
murdering and imprisoning each
others officials. Although the
MPLA, FNLA and UNITA were
equally committed to driving the
Portuguese from Angolan soil, the
bitter rivalries and hostilities
between them and within their own
parties severely hampered these
efforts.

In 1974, the Portuguese govern-
ment at home was overthrown.
Weary of Portugal’s prolonged
involvement in Angola, the new gov-

ernment decided to grant indepen-
dence. Representatives of the
Portuguese government and the
three opposition parties met in Jan-
uary 1975 to plan an orderly transi-
tion from colonial rule. At this
meeting, the MPLA, UNITA and
FNLA agreed to form a transitional
government and to hold free elec-
tions. All Portuguese troops were to
be removed from Angola. Complete
independence was scheduled for
1975. Unfortunately, Angola’s jour-
ney to independence would be
marred by warfare and hardship.

Within a matter of months, the
shaky coalition government col-
lapsed. By mid-1975, the MPLA,
FNLA and UNITA were engaged in
open civil warfare.

On November 11, 1975, Portugal
declared Angola independent.
Because Luanda was in MPLA
hands at the time of independence,
the Portuguese handed control of
the government to the MPLA.

Although the MPLA controlled
Angola, they were faced with a host
of internal and external problems.
Years of civil warfare had decimated
Angola’s economy. Many Portuguese
settlers fled the country after 1975,
taking with them the expertise
needed to rebuild the economy.
Although substantially weakened,
UNITA and the FNLA still posed a
major threat to the MPLA. Foreign
powers, such as South Africa,
wanted to destroy the MPLA.
Finally, the MPLA suffered from
dissent within its own ranks.

In 1991, the MPLA and UNITA
signed a formal peace agreement,
effectively ending 16 years of civil
war. However, the peace lasted only
until October 1992, when the civil
war resumed. The Lusaka Protocol
of 1994, supported by armed UN
peacekeepers, promised peace by
guaranteeing UNITA a voice in the
government. In spite of recurrent
episodes of violence, some 100,000
troops had been demobilized by
1996.

Public Institutions

Angola changed from a one-party
Marxist/Leninist system ruled by
the Popular Movement for the Lib-
eration of Angola (MPLA) to a mul-
tiparty democracy following the
September 1992 elections. Since
then, political power is increasingly
concentrated in the Presidency. The
political power of the MPLA Central
Committee Political Bureau has
diminished. Currently, the MPLA
and eight other political parties are
represented in the National Assem-
bly, including the largest opposition
party, UNITA, made up of former
fighters who have abandoned the
armed struggle.

In late 1999, a major Government
offensive succeeded in destroying
Jonas Savimbi's conventional mili-
tary capacity and driving him to
guerrilla tactics. Currently, the Gov-
ernment controls 90%-95% of the
national territory, and a similar
share of the population, with
Savimbi's forces reduced to scat-
tered, but sometimes effective, raids
against civilian as often as military
targets. As the UNITA military
threat abated, the Government has
slowly allowed for greater public
dissent, a freer press, considerable
leverage for opposition parties, and
a proposal to hold national elections
in 2002. Some of this public debate
has increased and strengthened
civil society, in the process helping
to make the country a more
dynamic and interesting place to
work in international affairs.

The executive branch of the govern-
ment is composed of the Chief of
State, President Jose Eduardo Dos
Santos, Prime Minister (a position
which, since the early 1999 govern-
ment reorganization, is also held by
the President), and the Council of
Ministers.

The Constitution establishes the
broad outlines of the government
structure and delineates the rights
and duties of citizens. The legal sys-
tem is based on the Portuguese civil
and customary law system. It was
recently modified to accommodate a
multi-party political system and



Cities of the World

Angola

increased use of free-market con-
cepts and is again under revision in
the National Assembly. The legal
voting age for Angolans is 18.

Military and civilian courts exist,
but the judicial system is precari-
ous. There have been reports of pro-
longed detention without trial,
unfair trials, and arbitrary
executions.

The country is divided into 18 prov-
inces, each with its own provincial
government, but the governors are
appointed by and under direct
authority of the central
government.

Angola has been ravaged by warfare
since initiation of the struggle for
independence from the Portuguese
in 1961. An estimated 450,000 peo-
ple have been killed; 100,000
maimed; and 3.7 million people
were orphaned or forced from their
homes since the wars began. The
war has severely damaged the coun-
try's social institutions and infra-
structure. The millions of dislocated
people, orphaned children, and the
lack of communications and trans-
port between cities and the interior
have all taken their toll. Daily
conditions within the country, and
in the capital city, Luanda, are diffi-
cult for most Angolans. Hospitals
are without medicines or basic
equipment; schools are without
books; and public servants often
lack the basic supplies for their day-
today work.

An ally of the Socialist Block during
the Cold War, Angola has increas-
ingly drawn closer to Western
nations, including the U.S. Angola's
vast petroleum resources and its
role as a regional power give it high
importance.

The flag of Angola consists of two
equal horizontal bands of red (top)
and black with a centered yellow
emblem consisting of a five-pointed
star within half a cogwheel crossed
by a machete

Arts, Science,

Education

The arts and crafts market may not
be as prolific in Angola as in some
African countries, but there are
beautiful artifacts. There is a trade
in antique masks and fabrics. Ivory
engraving is said to be the most
intricate and detailed work found in
Angola. Some craftsmen in Luanda
market in woodcarvings for the
expatriate community, and there
are a few good painters as well,
painting from traditional landscape
and portrait to abstract art.

Angola is predominantly Roman
Catholic (60%). Protestants (15%)
and various indigenous beliefs that
may also be nominally Christian
(25%) fill out the pattern of religious
affiliation. Catholic churches are
found in most towns, and' their reli-
gious workers have played an
important role in keeping education
and food distribution programs
going in the war-torn country.

The Portuguese brought the Catho-
lic religion with them, and toward
the end of the 19th century Protes-
tant missionaries arrived from the
U.S., Canada, and the UK. Catholic
and Protestant missionaries have
played a significant role in Angola
education. At the time of indepen-
dence the leaders of Angola's three
major liberation movements had
been educated a Protestant mis-
sions. Literacy, less than 10% at
independence, has increased,
despite the onset of the civil war,
and is estimated at 45% of the total
population. Currently, only 40% of
Angolan children attend school for
the first three grades, after which
attendance declines severely. Also,
the quality of education is poor, and
most of the children of parents with
money are sent overseas to Portugal
or other countries.

Commerce and
Industry

The continuing civil war has devas-
tated Angola's postindependence
economy and has created wide-
ranging humanitarian and social

problems and diverted resources
that otherwise might have been
used for the maintenance and
improvement of infrastructure. The
war has caused serious disruptions
in the transportation of people and
goods, and in agricultural produc-
tion.

Angola is resources-rich, with abun-
dant offshore oil reserves, high-
quality diamond deposits, numer-
ous other minerals, rich agricul-
tural lands, and many rivers, which
serve as a source of water and power
supply. Prior to independence
Angola was a net food exporter, and
one of the largest coffee and cotton
producer in the world. Other main
crops included bananas, sugarcane,
sisal, corn, manioc, tobacco, forest
products, fish, and livestock. Now
Angola buys almost all of its food, as
well as most consumer products.
Coca-Cola invested $35 million in a
bottling plant located 60 kilometers
outside of Luanda. The plant
opened in early 2000 and added a
second production line in November
2000. Coca-Cola's investment is the
largest single non-mineral invest-
ment in Angola's history.

The oil sector dominates the
economy. Petroleum exports account
for about 90% of total exports annu-
ally, and oil revenue makes up
almost half of the country's Gross
Domestic Product, which reached
$5.6 billion in 1999. This strong reli-
ance on a single commodity makes
Angola very vulnerable to fluctua-
tions in oil prices. Weak oil prices in
1998 and part of 1999, combined
with increased arms purchases in
response to an escalation of hostili-
ties, led to a heavy external debt
burden. Angola's external debt
amounted to almost $10 billion at
the end of 1999, and $4.4 billion of
this amount was in arrears. Higher
oil prices in late 1999 and 2000 and
the intake of signing bonuses for
new oil concessions helped to keep
the debt from growing further.

Angola is the third largest trading
partner of the U.S. in sub-Saharan
Africa, mainly because of significant
petroleum exports. Between 1997-
99, Angolan crude oil accounted for
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about 5% of U.S. total imports of
crude. The U.S. imported $2.4 bil-
lion of crude oil from Angola in 1999
and exported $252 million of goods
to Angola, primarily machinery and
transport equipment, manufactured
goods, and food products.

After 1975, Angola's Soviet-influ-
enced economy was highly central-
ized and state-dominated. The
Government has very slowly intro-
duced reforms and liberalizations
since the early 1990s. The govern-
ment enacted its most significant
reforms to date in 1999, when it uni-
fied official and parallel market
exchange rates and liberalized
interest rates. In April 2000, the
Government reached an agreement
with the International Monetary
Fund on a Staff-Monitored Program
(a precursor to receiving loans from
the IMF and other concessionary
lenders). Progress on economic
reforms, such as privatization and
improved accountability and trans-
parency, continues-but at a slow
pace.

Transportation

Automobiles

A 2000 law requiring that all cars
brought into the country be no more
than 3 years of age has been infor-
mally relaxed for non-commercial
users. The only safe means of travel-
ing in the city is by automobile. As
with all other types of infrastruc-
ture in Angola, roads have been
poorly or infrequently maintained
in the past 20 years. Potholes are
typically deep and numerous. High-
clearance, heavy duty suspension
vehicles are recommended. Cars
brought into Angola by nonresi-
dents are considered in transit, and
no taxes are levied. Only leaded fuel
is available, and although the lines
are long at peak hours, there is no
widespread shortage of fuel. Fuel
prices have risen considerably over
the last year. Rental vehicles are
available, but are very costly.

There are no vehicle inspections
required for registration or licens-
ing purposes. Vehicle traffic moves
on the right as in the U.S. A valid

U.S. driver's license is needed to
apply for an Angolan driver's
license, but recently the Angolan
Government has been slow in issu-
ing licenses despite charging a fee.
Local third party insurance is avail-
able and required by law. Full cover-
age purchased locally is expensive
and not reliable when paying for
damages. Vehicle owners may wish
to obtain hard-currency insurance
from outside Angola.

There are repair facilities in the city
for GM, Dodge, Jeep, Ford, Toyota,
and Nissan vehicles. However, it is
helpful to bring basic items such as
air and oil filters, fan belts, spark
plugs, etc., with you. A heavy-duty
battery is required, and air condi-
tioning is a must year round. The
poor road conditions also cause
suspension systems and tires to
wear rapidly. Any vehicle shipped to
Angola should have heavy-duty sus-
pension, radial tires, and undercoat-
ing. Carburetors should be adjusted
to low-octane leaded gas and cata-
lytic converters removed, since
locally available gasoline is of poor
quality. Because of the extremely
high rate of pilferage from the
Luanda port, do not ship car radios,
stereos, or other removable items
with the vehicle. Shipping time for
vehicles averages about 4 months
with some time in port. It will take
about a month to receive plates
before the vehicle can be driven.

Local

Local public transportation is lim-
ited and deemed unsafe. The public
buses and collective taxis (mini-
buses or “candongueiros”) are not
safe; no individual taxi service
exists. Reliable railroad transporta-
tion is not available. Roads to the
interior are not deemed safe for gen-
eral travel. The best method of
reaching other areas is by air. Air
transport to major interior cities is
available on the Angolan national
airline TAAG; however, security
conditions and equipment problems
regularly interrupt service.

Regional

The following airlines provide ser-
vice to/from Europe on a weekly or

more frequent basis: Sabena (Bel-
gium), Air France, TAP (Portugal),
and TAAG (Angola). Air Namibia,
Air Zimbabwe, Air Ethiopia, Air
Gabon, and South African Airlines
offer regional service.

Communications

Telephone and Telegraph
Angola's telephone system is poor.
Local and international telephone
connections can be difficult to make
and can be extremely frustrating
and expensive. Luanda's cellular
telephone system is estimated to be
400% oversubscribed, and connec-
tions, particularly during business
hours, are difficult to make. The
telephone system is slowly being
changed to digital but problems are
still rampant.

Radio and TV
Luanda's local radio stations broad-
cast on AM, FM, and SW Programs
concentrate on popular music and
local news, with programs from 6
am until midnight daily. Shortwave
broadcasts from Europe, North
America, and Africa are the best
source for international news and
can be received without much
difficulty.

Angolan television (TPA) transmits
daily in color, with programming
consisting of news, sports, cartoons,
soap operas, cultural programs, and
movies from the U.S., Europe, and
Brazil. International programs are
usually telecast in original lan-
guages with Portuguese subtitles. A
multi-system 120/220v television,
video, or stereo system is required,
local television transmissions are in
PAL-1.

Newspapers, Magazines, and
Technical Journals
Almost all publications in Angola
are in Portuguese; a few French
books are also available. The main
local newspaper, the state-run Jor-
nal de Angola, is published daily.
Several independent newspapers
(also in Portuguese) are published
weekly or biweekly. English-lan-
guage publications are difficult to
obtain in Angola. It is advisable to



Cities of the World

Angola

receive magazines, newspapers, and
books by pouch mail or subscribe to
an internet service.

Health and

Medicine

Medical Facilities

The government-run hospitals are
substandard by Western criteria
and lack such basics as medicines,
supplies, or trained staff, and are
often without water, electricity, and
sanitary facilities. There is one den-
tal office.

Community Health
Because of the poor living and
health conditions within the capital
city's neighborhoods, disease, ill-
ness, and malnutrition are common-
place among the majority of
Luanda's population. Warm
weather and standing water from
rains create a rampant breeding
area for mosquitoes, and malaria is
a common and dangerous threat to
the population throughout Angola.
Dust is also a continuous problem,
and many people suffer from aller-
gies and sinus trouble.

Recently a beautification project
called Urbana 2000 was begun to
try to beautify and clean up the
city's image. Though Luanda's gar-
bage collection system operates reg-
ularly, garbage and trash~ still ends
up in the streets. Air pollution from
dust, automobile exhaust, and burn-
ing garbage is heavy. City water is
badly contaminated by raw sewage,
human waste, and other toxic sub-
stances. Because of the poor living
conditions, the average life expect-
ancy for local citizens is only 45
years.

Preventive Measures
Luanda is afflicted with virtually
every disease known to mankind.
There are incidents of the following
illnesses: hepatitis types A, B, C,
measles, typhoid fever, polio, lep-
rosy, amoebic infestations (whip-
worm, roundworm, amebiasis, and
giardia lambia), cholera, yellow
fever; filaria, tetanus, meningitis,
trypanosomisis, rabies, tuberculo-

sis, syphilis, and varieties of AIDS.
HIV and hepatitis ontaminate the
local blood supply. HIV/AIDS pre-
cautions are strongly recommended.
Malaria is a serious continuing
health risk because of the warm cli-
mate and a lack of community pro-
grams to combat it. Luanda is
normally dry and dusty for 9
months of the year; as a result.
some individuals are troubled with
sinus, allergy, and respiratory
problems.

It is recommended that vaccina-
tions. including yellow fever,
typhoid, rabies; hepatitis A, B, C,
and meningitis, be updated prior to
coming.

Antimalarial precautions are a
must, with Mefloquine Doxycycline
being the prophylaxis of choice. It is
recommended that malaria prophy-
laxis begin a week prior to arrival.

Drinking local tap water is very
hazardous. Care must be taken
when dining out, as food poisoning
is common, although not necessarily
in restaurants frequented by expa-
triates. All locally grown produce
should be soaked in iodine or bleach
solution before consuming, and care
should be taken with the purchase
and cooking of local meats and fish.

In sum, Angola, and Luanda in par-
ticular, is a place for the relatively
healthy who are free of any major or
continuing health problems.

NOTES FOR
TRAVELERS

Passage, Customs and Duties
A passport and visa, which must be
obtained in advance, and an Inter-
national Certificate of Vaccination,
are required. Persons arriving with-
out visas are subject to possible
arrest and/or deportation. Travelers
whose international immunization
cards do not show inoculations
against yellow fever and cholera
may be subject to involuntary vacci-
nations and/or heavy fines. Visitors
remaining in Angola beyond their

authorized visa duration are subject
to fines and possible arrest. Current
information on entry requirements
may be obtained from the Embassy
of Angola at 1615 M Street, N.W.,
Suite 900, Washington, D.C. 20036,
tel. (202) 785-1156, fax (202) 785-
1258.

U.S. citizens are encouraged to reg-
ister with and obtain updated infor-
mation on travel and security from
the Consular Section of the U.S.
Embassy in Luanda located at the
Casa Inglesa Complex, Rua Major
Kanhangula No. 132/135, tel. 244-2-
396-727; fax 244-2-390-515. The
Embassy is located on Rua Houari
Boumedienne in the Miramar area
of Luanda, P.O. Box 6468, tel. 244-2-
447-028/(445-481)/(446-224); (24-
hour duty officer tel. 244-9-501-
343); fax 244-2-446-924. The Consu-
late may be contacted by e-mail at
amembassyluanda@netangola.com.

Pets

Quarantine is not required for pets
brought to Angola. Dogs and cats
must have rabies shots within 6
months, but not less than 30 days
prior to arrival. Heartworm medica-
tion is also advised. Limited pet food
is available locally, and what is
available is very expensive. The
mange parasite is prevalent in
Angola; infection may occur if a pet
comes in contact with infected ani-
mals. There are several private
practice veterinarians in Luanda.
No kennel facilities are available.

Firearms and Ammunition
The Government of Angola prohib-
its the importation of any type of
personal firearms or ammunition.

Currency, Banking, and
Weights and Measures
Angola's currency is the kwanza.
The exchange rate is market-deter-
mined. US. paper currency (no
coins) is widely accepted in Angola.
Angolan kwanzas are not convert-
ible outside of Angola. U.S. dollars
can be converted to local currency at
exchange houses authorized by the
Angolan government. Rapid fluctu-
ations in the value of the Angolan
Kwanza and shortages of U.S. dol-
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lars are widespread. Currency con-
versions on the parallel market are
illegal, and participants are subject
to arrest. In general, only the newer
series 100 (US) dollar bills are
accepted due to widespread counter-
feiting of the older style.

Banking practices are unreliable. It
is advisable to use your stateside
bank, with direct deposit for all pay-
roll or voucher transactions. Trav-
eler checks are not generally
accepted outside the Mission. Credit
cards are accepted at major hotels
and by a few businesses that cater
to the expatriate communities. Oth-
erwise, credit cards are not
accepted.

Angola uses the metric system of
weights and measures.

LOCAL HOLIDAYS

dJan.1.......... New Year's Day
Feb.4 .......... Commencement
of the Armed
Struggle
Feb/Mar......... Carnival*
Mar. 8.......... Women's Day
Mar. 27......... Victory Day
Mar/Apr......... Good Friday*
Mar/Apr......... Easter*
Apr.14 ......... Youth Day
May1l.......... Labor Day
Junel.......... Children's Day
Aug. 1.......... Armed Forces
Day
Sept. 17......... Heroes' Day
Nov. 2.......... Remembrance
Day
Nov.11......... Independence
Day
Dec.1.......... Pioneer's Day
Dec.10 ......... Worker’s Party
Foundation Day
Dec.25 ......... Christmas
Dec.25 ......... Family Day
*variable

RECOMMENDED
READING

The following titles are provided as
a general indication of the material
published on this country:

Web Sites

Angolan Embassy in Washington,
D.C. http://209.183.193.172

Angola's Official Web Site http:/
www angola.org

Angola Business and Economics
http://www.angola.org/business
Angola Press

http://www.angolapress-angop.ao
UNITA's Homepage http://
www.kwacha.org

Radio Ecclksia-Catholic Emissary
in Angola

http://ecclesia.snet.co.ao Lusofone
Web Site-gossip (chat room), infor-
mation, and other links. http://www
portugalnet.pt

Books

Abbot, Peter. et al. Modern African
Wars: Angola and Mozambique
1961-1974. Men-At-Arms Series,
1994.

Angola Unravels: The Rise and Fall
of the Lusaka Peace Process. Mass
market paperback, 1999.

Antsee, Margaret. Orphan of the
Cold War.

Ayo, Yvonne. Eyewitness Africa.
London: Dorling Kindersley,
1995.

Bender, Gerald 1. Angola Under the
Portuguese. University of Califor-
nia Press: Berkley, 1980.

Birmingham, David. Frontline
Nationalism in Angola and
Mozambique. 1993.

Birmingham, David. Portugal and
Africa. 1999.

Bredin, Miles, and Harriet Logan
(photographer). Blood on the

Tracks: A Rail Journey from
Angola to Mozambique. 1995.

Britten, Victoria. The Death of Dig-
nity: Angola's Civil War 1998.

Bowdich. Account of the Discoveries
of the Portuguese in the Interior of
Angola and Mozambique. 1974.

Ciment, James. Angola and Mozam-
bique: Post Colonial Wars in
Southern Africa (Conflict and
Crisis in the Post-Cold War
World). 1997.

Collelo, Thomas, ed. Angola: A
Country Study. Third edition.
Federal Research Division,
Library of Congress, 1990.

Crocker, Chester. High Noon in
Southern Africa.

Hare, Paul J. Angola's Last Best
Chance for Peace: An Insider's
Account of the Peace Process, U.S.
Institute of Peace Press: Wash-
ington, D.C., 1998.

Henderson, Lawrence. Angola: Five
Centuries of Conflict.

Hothschild, Adam. King Leopold's
Ghost.

Jolicoeur, Suzanne. The Arc of
Socialist Revolutions: Angola to
Afghanistan. 1982.

Kapuscinski, Ryszaro. Another Day
of Life.

Kelly, Robert C., et al. Angola Coun-
try Review 1999/2000. 1999.

Laure, Jason. Angola (Enchantment
of the World). Library series,
1990.

Maier, Karl, and Serif Lies. Angola
Promises (paperback): London,
1996.

Marcum, John. The Angolan Revo-
lution.

Matloff, Judith. Fragments of a For-
gotten War. 1997.

Minter, William. Apartheid's Con-
tras: An Inquiry into the Roots of
War in Angola and Mozambique.
1994. Okuma, Thomas. Angola in
Ferment. 1974.

Sean Sheehan, Angola: Cultures of
the World. 18 Marshall Cavend-
ish Corporation. 1999.
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England: World View Publishing,
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EDITOR’S NOTE

This chapter was adapted from the
Department of State Post Report
dated February 1994. Supplemental
material has been added to increase
coverage of minor cities, facts have
been updated, and some material
has been condensed. Readers are
encouraged to visit the Department
of State’s web site at http://
travel.state.gov/ for the most recent
information available on travel to
this country.

INTRODUCTION

The Republic of BENIN, one of the
smallest and most densely popu-
lated nations in Africa, was once a
colonial possession of France. It
later functioned as an autonomous
member of the French Community
for 22 years before achieving inde-
pendence in 1960. Benin was known
as Dahomey until 1975 when, with
the espousal of a socialist orienta-
tion, its name was changed to the
People’s Republic of Benin. In 1990
a national conference repudiated
Marxism in favor of multiparty
democracy and adopted the coun-
try’s present name. The word
“Benin” is derived from the name of
an African kingdom that had flour-
ished near the Gulf of Guinea in the
seventeenth century.

The Republic of Benin

Major Cities:
Cotonou, Porto Novo

Other Cities:
Abomey, Ouidah, Parakou

When Benin’s official capital, Porto
Novo, was founded as a trading post
by Portuguese explorers in the 17th
century, the country was actually an
agglomeration of small principali-
ties, most of them tributary to the
Kingdom of Abomey, which had
dominated the Yorubas and other
coastal tribes. The king of Porto
Novo requested protection from
France, with whom there was a
commercial treaty; with the help of
the French military, all of what is
now Benin was organized as a pro-
tectorate in 1894. It was adminis-
tered through Paris under
territorial governors and governors
general until it achieved its status
as an autonomous state.

MAJOR CITIES

Cotonou

Cotonou is, by virtue of its economic
predominance, the administrative
capital and major city of Benin. It is
where most ministries, all diplo-
matic missions, and the president’s
residence are located. Situated on
the Gulf of Guinea, it was founded
in 1851 as a French trading post,
and now has an estimated popula-
tion of 750,000.

Cotonou’s port is the transit point
for many goods destined for Niger
and Nigeria. The World Bank is
financing an extension of the port
which, upon completion, will give it
a freight-handling capacity of more
than a million tons of cargo
annually.

Cotonou is a sprawling town with
tree-lined streets. Architecture var-
ies according to the locale, from con-
crete bungalows to old French
colonial buildings, to Beninese
thatched-roof dwellings. The sandy
streets, dusty yards, and rundown
buildings give parts of the town a
shabby look, although there have
been recent efforts to clean up these
areas. A paved boulevard parallels
the ocean front, and the beach
extends east and west to Nigeria
and Ghana. North of Cotonou, a
lagoon extends eastward to Porto
Novo, and is connected by a naviga-
ble waterway with Lagos, Nigeria.
Cotonou is a growing city. Although
the commercial center is small, resi-
dential areas are large. Most expa-
triates reside in neighborhoods of
European-style dwellings. Cotonou
is separated from its eastern resi-
dential quarter, Akpakpa, by a
lagoon linking Lake Nokoue with
the Atlantic. A new bridge, financed
by U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID), connects the
city’s two sections.
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Schools for Foreigners
The Nigerian Community School,
which opened in 1982, offers
English-language instruction from
the nursery level through sixth
grade.

The curriculum follows the British
system. The school year extends
from October 1 to June 30, and is
divided into four semesters. Nige-
rian and Beninese holidays are
observed.

Another school in the city, Ecole
Montaigne, offers a French curricu-
lum; all classes are conducted in
that language. Under the auspices
of the French Embassy, Ecole Mon-
taigne is one of nine members of the
federation of French schools south
of the Sahara. It is accredited by the
French National Ministry of Educa-
tion. The school offers three levels of
nursery school and kindergarten
through high school. The school
year is divided into trimesters run-
ning from the end of September
through June. French and local hol-
idays are observed.

The Brilliant Stars International
School was established in 1986 as a
private, nondenominational school
and offers an American curriculum.
It offers pre-K through grade 6. The
school is not accredited at this time.
Classes are taught in English, and
French is taught at all levels.

Cotonou has no facilities for
English-speaking students with
learning disabilities or other
handicaps.

Recreation

The entire coast of Benin is a long,
sandy beach. It is ideal for horse-
back riding, but walking alone is not
recommended. The treacherous
undertow and strong currents make
swimming and surfing dangerous.
However, a few miles east of the city
is one of West Africa’s best beaches,
La Crique, where swimming is safe.

Four hotel swimming pools in Coto-
nou are open to the public (admis-
sion charged), and there are tennis
courts at the Sheraton Hotel, the

French Yacht Club, and the Benin
Club.

Benin has no golf courses. The clos-
est are in Lagos, Nigeria, a
two-and-a-half-hour drive, or in
Lomé, Togo, two hours away.
Benin’s favorite spectator sport is
soccer, and matches are frequently
played at the two stadiums in Coto-
nou. Basketball also is played.

Many weekend excursions can be
made from Cotonou. The most popu-
lar is to Lomé, a two-hour drive to
the west. Shopping and fine restau-
rants are popular attractions. To the
east is Lagos, a large, bustling city.
It has bookstores with extensive
English-language selections, an
interesting museum of Yoruba and
other tribal art, and a busy social
life within the large diplomatic and
expatriate communities. Other
points in Nigeria within weekend
reach of Cotonou are Ibadan, Nige-
ria’s most populous city, and Ife,
which has a museum displaying
many excellent 15th- and 16th-cen-
tury bronze and terra cotta busts
and effigies.

Abomey and Ouidah, north and
west of Cotonou, respectively, are
interesting towns for day trips.

For the activity of African market-
places, a rotating schedule of large
markets is available in Cotonou,
Porto Novo, and Adjarra, just north
of Porto Novo. An adventuresome
trader can buy gri-gri charms, color-
ful enamelware from China, and
interesting fabrics.

Travel to northern Benin offers
self-help projects, where a visitor is
welcomed into a village and enjoys a
greeting by the entire community.

There is an excellent hotel in Natit-
ingou, the center of the Ditamari
culture. Farther north, the region is
rich in wild game and the scenic
beauty of mountains and waterfalls.

Entertainment
Cotonou has five cinemas, one of
which is a modern, air-conditioned
theater. All offer current Western
films; soundtracks are in French.

Visiting foreign artists also occa-
sionally perform in the city.

Saturday night is disco night in Cot-
onou, with entertainment establish-
ments open until 2 or 3 a.m.
Nightclubs are crowded and lively
with African and European music
and atmosphere. Some Cotonou res-
idents go to either Lagos or Lomé
for weekend social life.

Despite the small size of the city’s
American community, there are
many opportunities for social con-
tacts. The several diplomatic mis-
sions resident in the city include the
French, Egyptian, Ghanian, Ger-
man, Chinese, Nigerian, Nigerien,
North Korean, Russian, Zairian,
Cuban, Libyan, Bulgarian, Chad-
ian, and Algerian embassies. Sev-
eral other Western and Eastern
countries have honorary consuls or
trade representatives in Cotonou. A
large United Nations staff and
many French Canadians also are in
residence. Among American expa-
triates, small informal get-togethers
are popular. Also, volleyball games
draw people from the international
community. Acquaintances are eas-
ily made and informal get-togethers
are frequent.

Contacts with the Beninese are pos-
sible and encouraged. The popula-
tion is friendly and receptive. Many
Beninese are educated, but most do
not speak English. French is neces-
sary for maintaining social relation-
ships with them.

Porto Novo

Porto Novo is the official capital of
Benin. Situated on a lagoon in the
southeast part of the country, it is a
commercial center and rail termi-
nus from the interior. Historians
believe that it was founded in the
16th century as the seat of a native
kingdom, but it was named by the
Portuguese who built a post there
and settled the city as a center for
slave trade.

Porto Novo passed to the French
late in the 19th century under the
protest of the King of Abomey, who
attacked the town in 1891 with an
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army which included 2,000 female
warriors. He was defeated by the
French, and the town was incorpo-
rated into the colony of Dahomey,
becoming its capital in 1900. Daho-
mey was consolidated into French
West Africa in 1895.

The city is the administrative capi-
tal of the Beninese Government.
Porto Novo is connected by road and
rail to Cotonou and by road to
Lagos, Nigeria. The city has been
bypassed for commercial and indus-
trial development since the building
of a railway to the interior and the
improvement of deep water harbor
facilities in Cotonou. There are sev-
eral African artisans and guilds in
Porto Novo.

French is spoken throughout the
city, and the visitor needs a good
working knowledge of that language
to conduct business or to find their
way through the shops or places of
interest. There is a small museum
here, tracing the history of the kings
of Porto Novo, as well as a fine col-
lection of masks and statues.

The population of Porto Novo in
2000 was approximately 194,000.

OTHER CITIES

ABOMEY, about two hours west by
road from Cotonou, was the capital
of the Dahomean Empire until the
late 19th century. The Royal Palace,
the tombs of the kings, and a histor-
ical museum are maintained in
Abomey. Many artifacts from the
royal period are on display in the
palace. Weavers are at work in the
palace courtyard, and their prod-
ucts, as well as carvings and
bronzes, are on sale. Abomey was
once a slave-trading center. The city
is located in an area where palm
nuts and peanuts are grown.
Abomey has a population of approx-
imately 80,000.

OUIDAH, 20 miles west of Coto-
nou, was the main port of the King-
dom of Abomey in the 18th and 19th
centuries. Ouidah also became an
important trading center for several

European nations. Remnants of
Portuguese, French, Dutch, Danish,
and British trading posts can be
found here. Ouidah offers a Portu-
guese castle and a temple display-
ing sacred pythons. Coffee and
coconuts are grown in the area.
Ouidah is known for its orange and
citron trees. Ouidah’s population is
estimated at 60,000.

Located in the center of the country,
PARAKOU is 200 miles north of
Porto Novo. The estimated popula-
tion is over 65,000. It is the link that
extends the transport route of the
Niger River; railways pass north-
ward from Cotonou to the Gulf of
Guinea to Parakou, then goods are
finally received in Niger.

COUNTRY PROFILE

Geography and
Climate

Benin, a narrow, north-south strip
of land in West Africa, is bounded by
Nigeria on the east, Togo on the
west, Niger on the north, and
Burkina Faso on the northwest. Its
total area of 43,484 square miles
(112,622 square kilometers) extends
inland from the Gulf of Guinea to
the Niger River.

The country has two rainy and two
dry seasons. Annual rainfall in the
coastal area averages 14 inches (36
centimeters), not particularly high
for this part of West Africa. The
principal rainy season is from April
to late July, with a shorter, less
intense, rainy period from late Sep-
tember to November. The main dry
season is from December to April,
with a short, cooler dry season from
late July to early September.

Temperatures and humidity are
high along the tropical coast. In Cot-
onou, the average maximum tem-
perature is 89°F (31°C), and the
minimum is 75°F (24°C). Variations
in temperature increase when mov-
ing north through a savanna and
plateau toward the Sahel.

Population

Benin has an estimated population
of 6.5 million people. Two-thirds of
the population live in the south. The
population is young, with over half
being under twenty years old. Sev-
eral tribal groups include the
Yoruba in the southeast, Fon (south
central), Mina (southwest), Bariba
(northeast), Dendi (north central),
and Somba (northwest). French is
the official language, but is spoken
more in urban areas than in rural
sections. Fon and Yoruba languages
are common vernaculars in the
south, with at least six major tribal
languages spoken in the north.

The Fon and Yoruba of the south are
more Westernized than the north-
ern peoples. During the colonial
period, their opportunities were
expanded by their prominence in
the administration of French West
Africa.

Government

After achieving independence in
1960, Benin (then Dahomey) passed
through a succession of govern-
ments which ended in 1972 with a
military takeover. Marxism-
Leninism was declared the official
ideology in 1974, and a single politi-
cal party, which came to dominate
all aspects of Beninese public life,
was established. Major businesses,
including banks, were nationalized.
East bloc countries became the
focus of Benin’s foreign policy.

The collapse of all state-owned
banks and an increasing economic
crisis led to the convening of a
national conference in 1990. That
conference repudiated Marxism and
paved the way for a new constitu-
tion creating a multi-party democ-
racy. In 1991 Benin became the first
African country to replace a mili-
tary leader through the power of the
ballot box. Benin’s president is
elected by popular vote for a five-
year term, and there is a directly
elected National Assembly.

The country is divided into six prov-
inces which are subdivided into 86
districts and 510 communes. Local
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Market street scene in Benin

administration is assigned to
elected provincial district, town,
and village councils.

The flag of Benin consists of two
equal horizontal bands of yellow
(top) and red with a vertical green
band on the hoist side.

Arts, Science,
Education

The museums in Porto Novo,
Abomey, and Ouidah offer a view of
Beninese culture and history. Porto
Novo’s small museum displays arti-
facts and brief historical summaries
of the kings of Porto Novo, as well as
the best collection of masks and
statues to be found in the area. At
Abomey, the capital of the former
Dahomean Kingdom, it is possible
to explore the restored royal palace
grounds. Within them is a courtyard
where artisans weave or forge and
sell their crafts. In Ouidah, a

museum has been established in a
former Portuguese fort. Exhibits
focus on the slave trade and Benin’s
links with Brazil and the
Caribbean.

Contemporary artists specialize in
stylized bronze figurines and appli-
qué wall hangings. They are rela-
tively inexpensive, and of good
quality. African art objects are sold
at several more Office National du
Tourisme et Hotellerie (ONATHO)
shops in Cotonou.

The French Cultural Center in Cot-
onou offers French-language
instruction and nightly movies, also
in French. The American Cultural
Center has a small library with
books in both English and French.
The National University of Benin, a
20-minute drive north of Cotonou,
has not yet developed an artistic or
cultural focus.

The literacy rate in Benin is
extremely low at 37.5 percent.

Commerce and
Industry

Benin’s economy is based on agri-
culture and transit trade. Products
include cotton, sugar, peanuts, palm
oil, and cashews for export. Various
tubers and corn are grown for local
subsistence. A modest fishing fleet
provides fish and shrimp for export
to Europe. Major commercial activi-
ties, formerly government-owned,
are being privatized. The former
state-run brewery was acquired by
a French brewer, and petroleum dis-
tribution will soon be privatized as
well. Smaller businesses are pri-
vately owned by Beninese citizens,
but some firms, primarily French
and Lebanese, are foreign-owned.
The private commercial and agricul-
tural sectors remain the principal
contributors to growth. Benin began
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producing a modest quantity of oil
in 1982, and exploration and exploi-
tation are continuing.

Chambre de Commerce, d’Agricul-
ture et d’Industrie de la République
Populaire du Bénin (CCIB) is
located at avenue Général de
Gaulle, B.P. 31, Cotonou.

Transportation

A railroad line connects Cotonou
with Parakou, a large city in the
north. Bush taxis ply the roads
throughout the country, but most
Americans living here drive their
own vehicles when traveling in the
countryside.

Domestic air service between Coto-
nou, Parakou, Natitingou, Kandi,
and Abomey is provided by the gov-
ernment airline.

Roads between Cotonou, Lagos
(Nigeria), and Lomé (Togo) are good.
Many roads in Benin are in poor
condition and, in the north, are
often impassable during the rainy
season. Travel via Togo is prefera-
ble, as the major north-south road is
paved and in good repair. The main
streets of Cotonou are paved, but
side streets are deeply potholed or
sandy. Surface repair is sporadic.
Cotonou has no public transporta-
tion system, and therefore, most
Beninese rely on private cars, taxis,
mopeds, and motorbikes.

American cars are not recom-
mended here. Spare parts and
repair services for most French
automobiles are available. Both
Honda and Toyota have dealerships
in Cotonou, although models may
differ from U.S. models. The color
black is reserved for Benin Govern-
ment vehicles only.

Communications

Telephone service interruptions are
frequent during the rainy seasons,
when water often seeps into under-
ground lines and switching equip-
ment. Service to other francophone
West African countries is good;
additional international links, if

calls can be routed through Paris,
also are good. Telephone service to
Nigeria and Ghana is rare. Tele-
phone service from Cotonou to the
U.S. is good, but expensive. Cotonou
is six hours ahead of eastern stan-
dard time. The local telegraph and
telex service is adequate. Telex
facilities in Cotonou are available at
post offices and good hotels.

International mail service is unpre-
dictable. Official Americans sta-
tioned in Cotonou are authorized to
use the twice-weekly air pouches,
through which first-class mail
arrives within three to five days.
Letters, magazines, newspapers,
and packages are sent via the sur-
face-to-air pouch; transit time is
approximately one week.

Benin’s Office de Radiodiffusion et
du Télévision du Bénin broadcasts
radio programs in French, English,
and 8 local languages.

Benin has one TV station that is
owned by the national government.
Broadcasting daily, it offers a wide
variety of programming, some
locally produced and some originat-
ing in France.

Shortwave reception in Cotonou is
good, and foreigners can rely on
Voice of America (VOA), British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC),
and other foreign transmissions.

International editions of European
and American newspapers and
magazines are available, although
expensive. La Nation, formerly
Ehuzu, is a government daily pub-
lished in Cotonou; other govern-
ment publications include Bénin-
Magazine, a monthly publication
dealing with cultural, social, and
economic affairs; and a government
weekly, Bénin-Presse Information.
Other publications include the
Catholic newsletter, La Croix du
Bénin. A privately owned
bimonthly, La Gazette du Golfe
began publication in 1988. While
many new publications were
launched in 1990 following the end
of government censorship, several
have since disappeared due to
financial difficulties.

Health

English-speaking doctors are hard
to find. Emergency care for serious
injuries or illness is available from
various French and Beninese spe-
cialists working in private clinics or
at the government hospital in Coto-
nou. Local facilities are suitable for
emergency treatment, but are not
recommended for inpatient care.
Medical information can be
obtained from the U.S. Embassy’s
health unit or the Peace Corps
office.

Emergency dental care is also avail-
able in Cotonou, but more compe-
tent dentists practice in Lomé, Togo;
Lagos, Nigeria; and Accra, Ghana.
Any routine dental care should be
done before coming to Cotonou.

Local patent medicines are usually
of French manufacture and are in
limited quantity. Medical supplies
are variable; even the most basic
products, such as rubbing alcohol,
are expensive and of uncertain age.

Precautionary measures and com-
mon sense are sufficient for main-
taining good health in Benin. One of
the greatest health hazards in Coto-
nou is contaminated water.
Although most houses in the more
modern residential quarters have
septic tanks, many neighborhoods
have no sanitation facilities at all.
Cotonou has a running water sys-
tem, which occasionally goes dry,
but the water is not safe for West-
erners to drink without boiling and
filtering. Most cooks are trained in
water sterilization and filtration
techniques; periodic reminders help
to insure their continued compli-
ance. Locally purchased fresh vege-
tables and fruits should be soaked
in a solution of potassium perman-
ganate or chlorine, and rinsed in
boiled, filtered water. Thoroughly
cook all locally purchased meats.

Precaution against sun exposure is
advised, since Cotonou is at latitude
6°N of the equator. Because of the
high temperatures and humidity,
extra precautions are required dur-
ing outdoor exercise in order to
avoid sunstroke or heat exhaustion.
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Some people tire easily and need
more rest at night. High humidity
and the harmattan, a dust-laden
wind which blows in November,
December, and January, can exacer-
bate respiratory problems and
cause irritations and infections,
such as conjunctivitis.

Ants, cockroaches, and termites are
the most prevalent household pests,
but they can be controlled by regu-
lar use of insecticides, a clean house,
and a tidy garden. Keeping the lush,
tropical foliage cut back usually pre-
vents rodent problems. Snakes,
including some poisonous varieties
(green mambas and black cobras)
occasionally are found in residential
areas, but they are not a significant
hazard. Some rabies cases have
occurred, making it advisable to
avoid stray animals.

Visitors arriving in Benin should
have valid vaccinations for cholera,
typhoid, polio, smallpox, and yellow
fever. The U.S. Department of State
also recommends gamma globulin
injections, as hepatitis is a signifi-
cant health hazard. Since malaria is
endemic, suppressants should be
started two weeks before arrival
and continued for at least six weeks
after departure.

Clothing and Services

Benin’s hot, humid climate requires
lightweight, washable clothing, and
summer footwear. However, shorts
are not generally worn on the
streets. Local shops carry a limited
selection of European ready-made
clothes, but sizes vary and prices
are high. Dress and suit material
can be purchased, and local tailors
and dressmakers can produce cer-
tain styles with some success. Many
expatriates order clothing through
mail-order catalogs.

Office wear is casual for men. Sport
shirts or short-sleeved dress shirts
are suitable for most evening gath-
erings, although suit and tie, or
safari suits, are worn at formal
functions.

For evening social occasions, many
Western women find the African
booboo both attractive and comfort-
able. Cotton dresses, or skirts and
blouses, are suitable for the office.
Simply styled, washable dresses are
comfortable for wear around town.

Children’s clothing is expensive in
Cotonou. Blue jeans, T-shirts, ten-
nis shoes, and sandals are accept-
able for everyday wear. The local
school for English-speaking chil-
dren does not require uniforms;
dress tends to correspond to Ameri-
can trends.

Most household products are avail-
able, although prices are much
higher than in the U.S. Toiletries,
cosmetics, suntan lotions, medi-
cines, cleaning supplies, and house-
hold gadgets are almost all
imported from France.

Pineapples, oranges, bananas, tan-
gerines, lemons, limes, papaya,
grapefruit, tomatoes, cabbage,
cucumbers, lettuce, radishes, green
peppers, squash, leeks, parsnips,
onions, eggplant, string beans, and
carrots are available year round at
seasonally variable prices. Man-
goes, guavas, melons, and avocados
are plentiful and inexpensive in sea-
son. Celery and cauliflower are
expensive. All locally grown vegeta-
bles must be treated before eating.

Local meats, beef, veal, lamb, and
pork, of varying quality, can be pur-
chased at the market or butcher
shops. Good-quality chicken, duck,
and rabbit are available.

Cotonou stores carry imported
canned goods, sterilized milk (safe
for drinking), butter, cheese, cere-
als, and baby foods, and often stock
imported fruits and vegetables such
as Valencia oranges, pears, apples,
artichokes, lettuce, and celery.
Imported high-quality meat can
also be bought, but prices are high.
Good French-style bakeries sell
fresh bread, pastries, and ice cream.

Basic repairs can be done on French
automobiles, but work involving

electrical systems, wheel balancing,
and alignment is not always pre-
dictable. Spare parts for French
cars are also available. American
parts are unavailable, making it
necessary to keep a supply of filters,
belts, points, sparkplugs, condens-
ers, bulbs, and other common
replacement items. Initial vehicle
inspection requires yellow head-
lights (sealed yellow lamps or yel-
low plastic covers).

Small appliance and radio repair is
available, but quality is poor and
prices vary.

Domestic Help

Most expatriates engage at least
one domestic—either cook, cook/
domestic, nanny, or gardener.
Cooks, who are especially valuable
for bargaining in the markets, gen-
erally specialize in French cuisine;
they can, however, learn to prepare
whatever meals the employer
prefers.

Cleanliness, especially in the
kitchen, must be maintained with
strict supervision. A part-time gar-
dener is useful, as tropical flora
requires constant care.

Domestic staffs do not live in. The
average monthly salary of a domes-
tic employee is based on work cate-
gory and experience. The annual
cost of employing a domestic is
raised somewhat by mandatory pay-
ment of social security contributions
and fringe benefits. Most employers
provide white uniforms for those
who serve at the table.

An English translation of the local
labor code is available from the U.S.
Embassy in Cotonou.

LOCAL HOLIDAYS

dJan.1 .......... New Year's Day
Mar/Apr. . ....... Easter*
Mar/Apr. . ....... Easter Monday*
May1.......... Labor Day
May/June ....... Ascension Day*
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May/June ....... Pentecost*
May/June ....... Whitmonday*
Aug. 1 .......... Independence
Day
Aug. 15 ......... Assumption Day
Oct.26.......... Armed Forces
Day
Nov.1l........... All Saints' Day
Dec.25.......... Christmas Day
................ Id al-Adah*
................ Ramadan*
................ Id al-Fitr*
................ Mawlid an
Nabi*
*Variable

NOTES FOR
TRAVELERS

International air service to Benin is
via Abidjan, Paris, and Brussels.
UTA, Air Afrique, Sabena, Nigerian
Airlines, Ghana Airways, Aeroflot,
Air Burkina, Air Zaire, and Air Ivo-
rie serve Cotonou. Most flights
arrive at Cotonou-Cadjehoun Inter-
national Airport, which is approxi-
mately 3 miles (5 kilometers) from
Cotonou. Air connections to Europe
also can be made through Lomé and
Lagos.

A passport and visa are required.
Travelers should obtain the latest
information from the Embassy of
the Republic of Benin, 2737 Cathe-
dral Avenue, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20008, telephone (202) 232-
6656. Overseas, inquiries should be
made at the nearest Beninese
Embassy or Consulate. Travelers
who intend to visit Nigeria should
obtain Nigerian visas prior to arriv-
ing in Benin as the Nigerian
Embassy in Cotonou may decline to
consider applications for visas by
U.S. citizens not resident in Benin.

As of 1994, dogs and cats entering
the country must have a record of
rabies vaccination and a veterinary
health certificate issued no more
than 10 days before arrival.

As of 1994, only the following non-
automatic firearms and ammuni-
tion may be taken to Benin: rifle or
shotgun, one per adult family mem-
ber, plus 1,000 rounds of ammuni-
tion. Further information on export
regulations are available at the
Office of Export Control, U.S.
Department of Commerce,
Washington, DC.

Travelers in possession of prescrip-
tion drugs should carry proof of
their prescriptions, such as labeled
containers. Police have been known
to arrest foreigners carrying unla-
beled pills. For a complete list of
prohibited items, contact the near-
est Benin Embassy or Consulate.

U.S. citizens living in or visiting
Benin are encouraged to register
with the U.S. Embassy in Cotonou
at Rue Caporal Anani Bernard.
Updated information on travel and
security in Benin may be obtained
from the U.S. Embassy. The
Embassy's mailing address is B.P.
2012, Cotonou, Benin. The tele-
phone numbers are (229) 30-06-50,
30-05-13, and 30-17-92. The fax
numbers are (229) 30-14-39 and 30-
19-74.

Cotonou has several Catholic
churches, including a cathedral in
the heart of the city. There are also
Assembly of God, Baptist, and
Methodist churches, and mosques.
Services are either in French or Fon.
American missionaries are present
in Benin; several monasteries are
worth visiting.

The time in Benin is Greenwich
Mean Time plus one.

The official unit of currency is the
CFA (Communaute Financiere
Africaine) franc. Supported by the
French franc, it is also legal tender
in several other West African
countries.

The metric system of weights and
measures is used.

RECOMMENDED
READING

The following titles are provided as
a general indication of the material
published on this country:

Allen, Chris and Michael Radu.
Benin & the Congo. Marxist
Regimes Series. New York:
Columbia Univ. 