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. : So, wha kind of a background do you have?
R: Do you men politically or in general?

1\iiy parents were, I suit ose one would call them
petty borgeousie, and my father was at first a
of rnEnufa.ctureer's reiresent ative, a sort of srles
person, anct mymotner stayea a -c nome at first, but
then at the age of forty, she went snd did s socisl
science degree snd, from then onwards w .s
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student nd all these neonle joined African Resist-
once Movement, the white Sabotage group, I could cui
easily h .ve been drawn into somethiflg like that or
into MW activities - that's in 1964 - just because
I didn't see a substantial difference in mrientation
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L2:L: a variety oi thing's in my life • wiay was l
;just responding to things in this wr. . Oh, as it
happened someone gave me a book to read, an intvo-
ductiori to I 1arxism end it made me think about myself,
as a person who was reponing to the ethos of cap.
.tall t society in this way, becoming such an extreme

form of it, the way I was so competitive driving
myself o produce and all this sort of thing, s if
I was such a hot shot, and why did I all the time

have to keep on proving it and this alEm made me think
politically again .

And this work on Marxism really opened my eyes
and was very shocked,, I actually had read the book
not because l wanted to readead the book not for politic-
al reasons but because was a bit intellectually

arrogant, and for someone as intellectually arrogant
a5 myself, I thought I should read Marx, just as
should read Pabe:(?) or anyone else, and all that
sort of thing.

So, I reed this thing and it stunned me . All
this business about what I had understood as a const
.tutu i*nal battle in the seventeenth centurey, they
explained completely differently, and here l was
teJdng all these years .

And then I started toithirik - this whole thing
rocked my lile in general . I was about to go and s
study over in oxford, but l made up my mind how to
act politically . And was pinking about isolated
political acts like the AW had done in the sixties .
And wasn't wuite sure what to do but when I
went overseas, although I was S .pposed to go and
do a doctorate, already before I left l was orLent-
ating myself back to a political frame of mind
and also define itely towards illegal activities .

:r didn't think directly of ANC os Comrrunist
Party, but I wasn't unfavourably disposed towards
them,

And something I must mention about that . Now-
ad ys you see an ANO newspaper every day, but in
those days, I'm not sure to what extent it

	

eZist-
ed, cos they'd very successfully wiped it out of
the newspapers, and if they mentioned either, they'd
mention the Coinmuhist Party, because they tried to
imply that the INC was Gust a front for the CP and
stuff like this

So, I wasn't actually sure ho niuch the AN
and the CP existed . And so l went overseas, and l
contacted some people and I don't know how
seriously they tthok e, because l suppose a lot of
people come over here and say Look l want to get in-
volved and all that, and they say well there's time,
i'm going to oxford and all that, And I kept on
nagging and nagging and I went to Oxford and l vs

. .7 dO 144



	co nti was etting so fed u
First was supposed to do a doctorate, arid man

they are such pains in the arses sorry this is unu
beeomin language - they are, really impossible
peoplee

ws going to o a thesis on civil dis-
obedience, and the guy they give me as a super
visor, e chap called Dorking(1) , very famous, and
all that But he, regarded civil disobedience as a
question of Do you have to prosecute draft resistors?
That's just one minor aspect of the problem and l had
this guy as a supervisor and it was just messed up
from the beginning .

So I changed to something else, and such a
waste of time . Next I have these books want to
ead, and I bad to read this crap you see 0 So,
went to London and saw one of these blokes, and

he said to me, because l wanted to leave, I wanted
to get out there, so he said to me that I you
ant advice, you go to the person that eves you

the advice you want to hear, Md he agreed with
me that l should leave ..

So I then went and transferred my scholarship
to SOAS, the School of Oriental and African Studi
I'd previously done work on Mrican at Customary
law, that was what my thesis was on that I'd with
drawn you see .

But l didn't really last very long there!
I basically started to use the library and nothing
else, And, nagged them even more to recruit me for
something or other..

Eventually, I don't know how long it took
:i: was introduced to people who were quite seriously
considering involving me, end then I was taken
through various political trcts and so forth and
l was very critical, well not critical, but I
argued like mad, particular]y out things like
the alliance of the Soviet anion, end the cause
and action of the Warsaw Pact countries in C$e4k-
oslavia, and all these sorts of things

because, I still believed you must g4 into
something of you're not completely sure that it is
correct, obviously I'd rEad a lot, because l knew
that if I were detained, I'd be drawing it up('?) so
i: read a lot on those things and became sure that l
could handle it .

Anyway, after a long time, and a lot of1tthese
people aran older generation, who don't know the

. .144
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sort of debates that people like myself have been gatL
rig through, like l came to Marxism through New Left
Review, Monthly Review, these sorts of things which
are mainly anti Soviet things and they regard the
south African Communist Party end the African lNati
Tonal Congre, with something like contempt, as less
er organisations who don't auii ;e understand the
neture of class struggle and all thai ; .

g

When I mit these sort of agurrentE to these
blokes, they didn't know what I was talking about, aM
there was a big sort of generation gap - I mean some
f tse people like Tow sloware really brilliant
ut neyh ven ,t really encont ere d some o f these

Cs
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	cone They were not real comrades you mow . I' ha ,d
ode writing on niy own . I couldn't re .1y gain mud

from therp . whereas when Jeremy worked he worked with
David Rakin and bus an ask .n arid they very quickly
were very sort of reliable peoi1e in themselves . And
now I didn't have that . I didn't feel the same way .

: Iw long were you held before the trial?

R : five months, but not all of it was detention . Some
of it was a waiting trial .

so when did you have thr trial finally?

It was November 13, 197

: Let me just go back before you get into that,
eoause I didn't ask you one thing about your re-
cruitment stage . You actually met Slov . Was that
by 1985, he's been in the papers so much and the

Sunday rimes has pieces about it0 At that stage,
was he some kind of big figure to your

: No., well I had read the stuff he'd written arid I
admired that very much and in so far as " had dealt
with him I had a lot of admiration for well let's
put it this way, I don't want to comment about
what he is doing at the moment, because that is sorne-
thing for him to decide on at the moment s because
there are certain legal cdnstraints, ; if I were to
approve it I 'mould lay myself let me say that in
my dealings with him, I have a lot of adm .rat ion for
what he does9 what he has done,, and I ~denied his
understanding of various things . But ' was a very
minor aspect of what be was doing presumably, eat-
ing:-with me . What didn't come through in the way
be appears in the press, is that he's got a very good
sense of humour. . HE's very fuxin y e .

I remember, he used to come and see me and I
stayed with some . old women who was one of these Christ
ian Science people, Ron Hubbard's group and I was
busy explaining she goes out, and she's here during
the day, end goes out to work, so he says 'Yes, she
works for him' trying to imply that this woman is
keeping me . He's a very funny guy and he was a1vwy
messing around with jokes and so forth . I saw a side
to him, which doesn't emerge in the picture of him
as some sort of gorgon monster in the press .

Q : Does that also say something about the actual
numbers of white activists in South Africa then?
That someone as senior as him would he working with
someone as unseasoned as you?

I don't know, I wouldn 't like to say . I don't
know what his status is, or cos Iyea lly don't no w.



is that a commentary on the numbers of is that a
commentary on the

There were very few people working, whatever his
seniority or otherwise might have been, Which I don't
know. But, I think that there were very few people,
I mean AN : and the Communist Party was not very acti've
cos .

	

Urnkonto we Sizwe didn't have the military
presence . In the country at the time, our prescence
in these sort of propaganda things was virtually
the only presence that there was in the country at
the time when this business set in,

So, that is true in a sense,

Because the other thing, I'm getting too involved
In your story, that I want to brig out is the role
of whites, Did you have any sense of the thing that
there were blacks doing the seine thing in the town-S
ships? Who couldn't just walk into the university
store snd get envelopes?

No, I think it was a job that was certainly much
easier for a white to do well certainly not for
an Afrisen . Timoll was a teacher so he had access
to certain things,

I mexi it reauired skills, I knew how to
S De SOfl needed to recruit

e to type . I think
e if I remember

come ctl

.119 . . .116

type, so that was one le
if I needed to get' S orrie one
Timoll • had to get someone t 0

r uttner

So I could typed I had access to yarious
her things, like I hadd a car . So there were a

variety of reasons which made it much easier for
whites to do that sort. of work,

Either alone or ppterit,ally in co ilabcration
with blacks, but didn't meet blacks who I could
potentially recruit .

Didd the people outsi .e try to encourage you to
recruit blacks? or did they feel it was better to
work with whites?

	

.

: They didn't try arid encourage me to recruit ari
one with that very late stage in my pa se .

Q: And this identification with the Ti moll case was
iecause it hapcened right when you were sort of ~

But he was doing the sie sort of things as me .

I never knew that

R: It's quite stark . If you doing that kind of work
The coding methods are very similar and eli that, so
ou sort of get a foretaste of what's going to happen
oyou,

r20 • . 143
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.Q : So, how do you sort of learn that? Cos I never knew
anything about this case?

	

.

R: WeUit's in the presnd thatt it was a very big
case . He's one of the people who's one of the heros
of the struggle and he's one of the people who people
feel very upset about . He died in a period when there
were very few things happening arid peep ,e feel very
affected by it . Still .. He's still mentioned as one
of the heros . in songs d poems .

: I_-know he was a hero from being heldd in detention,
but never knew his case was that he was doing
propaganda .

R He did this stuff when he was with rnina Desai
and Mohammed. sop

Because often it doesn't come out, because with
other detainees who've died in detention you never

ow,

: No, this is what be was doing .

Q : So, can I just ask you a bit about them So you
remember opening the paper and thinking this really
hits home or how did it happen?

R: No, I looked at the pictures and when I read it I
could see he was doing the same things as me Just
in case I had y doubts as to the treatment t would
get in detention, it was brought home fairly force
fully .

	

.

: nd you didn't say to yourself bit . 42 at that
stage or whatever blacks have died, but no white has
ever died?

	

.

R: N•o , I thought I might well diem detention .

: Once you were detained? But when you read that in
the paper when he diedd arid there had never been a
whit euntil Ag.g et,died in detention. id you think
to yourself, that .: s what happens to a lack, but it .
would never happen to a white?

R : No, I didii * t think so . I thought it was a pons
rbilityb

	

didn't actually think at the time, I
was the first white to get electric shocks a far
as I understand it . But not supprismngly, because
I'd heard about it and I was psychologically pre-
pared for it . I don't know how I feel now, but
then I was I remember one person talking to me andSaying,
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Rcont and saying you've got to get it into your he
Thai you may die, but there's something bigger that
continues arid get yourself into that frame of mind .

Md it's ai everdya matter for Africans to
bQ tortured, to get electric siocks and all that .
And :in some situations l think it's better to die
than to do some things so 1 hope I iI] continue
to believe that, But I w fairly reconciled to
that possibility . I thought it was auto possible
that they would kill me . But l mean that's a bit
unrealistic arid l wasn't such a big shot that they
would have killed me . They a. e mistakes arm you
know they keep the shocks on too long and all that,

: But l think there is a fee lin m~ whites now,
I mean especially before Agget, 1hdt wh-t they did
to blacks they wouldn't . do to whites . Did you feel
that

R: No not really No not really . They broke both
Allen Brooks' legs ,J .en Brooks 1$ a friend of mine
So l knew that, andd they beat up Stpphenie temp, so
l knew they would beat me up

£Lsoibecause of my OP links it's d .f event
with liberals . I mean Agget wasn't I didn t know
im weLl, but certainly in my view he won't a member
of anyparticular organisation . So that in itself
is unusual .

They tend to kill people who are actually
linked to these organisations .

That might be true0
know Allen Brooks had bo
can't beaily say that to

But that was a fact

Q : Let .e just be a bit clinical so .± can understand
it how your case w .s different . You would say that
v'hites have been tortured before and beaten up
before, but

Mainly Communist

	

rty and .ANC people .

Because people hoe said to me
worse than any white before you

t
I

ee

01

think you
roken, so l

ectric shocked is worse

do you think it was because
they didn't giYe electfic shocks before or just
because they didn't do it to whites?

R: No, they'd dne electric shocks before, but the
hadn't ceuht a C2 veron for year . s0 They didn't
believe when l admitted that w a s the case, I

mean they did believe it, but they were a bit stagger-
ed,Then they would o to the onDosite ?xtreme and say
I was Brahm Pi ch-r a successor And I sid well l

./22 2Ol
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Rcont :

	

And L said 'VeI1, 1 wish that were so, but
it's not the cries' AUd they accused me of writing
some things which I hadn't written, nd which were
the official or ns of the CP and the AiW

Arid I sid. Look Here, I would he gladd if that
were me rd Im !iot at all ashamed of that material,
but I don't write as well as thst So they
couldn't understnd that I wo .ld sdmit thst Droudly .
And I think that but they wanted urgently to find
these Deople before they ski -pi:ed the country . That's
why they tortured me .

: nd :Li it was the
pbout Allen Broot s

R : He
t

t ws
ten years?
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And then there ws this E ) YU
son, who they ctuei1y aou±tted . It
G1i e of ta :t Tie hd cettin J i 1 e the AnErchlst 's
Cookbook

( : What
self?

H: My tria]?

war

s wnS .,,

Yeh,

226

or omething0 xid they tried to show that

bout if you were to

So what exactly . . .it W :S

think it

U

aoout the

be great . And going into a Dr1on . Is

tiTter .

Quinton Jacob
w,. .s aroLnd the

try. I

five months after

Rj Yes, I was, detained for something like 49 daysThen I was in Durbn central prison while I was a-
7 :itip t ri al .

I S cute interesting to knov a
little bit about the .prion . Because, I don't knor,
I nsd pn - 1e of iht detention viol ].d be . ..ice e
Howeveriterrible it was, it was more or less wht
expected .

Whereas I somehow felt awaiting trial would
dreadful . Just

the whole like the doors everything, ever thin ;
makes such a noise, This sort of shattering SOUfldrn
Every timethey orened the key - these gigs ride
themselves, the youngsters in putt ing the keys in,

I think it may be that there's like an
a se

		

el connat ti on shove the kxua . V

I

1;

ecu.iv~ ,lent of
in and sort of rull it hard - sort of like rape
almost, Bang, crash, you know it sounded like shat-
tering gIe ; s every time they oterse 0

	

Yo r nerves
are really on edge in those places0

And they Would make a noise right through
the flight . The first night l was there someone
tried to slit his wrists and l thought 0 my God,
Is this what happens eves night in prisons ,mod I
just felt terribly shaken .

But l did get used to it. t was much
better when we were convicted0 I was for five months
there and basicaliy it was quite interesting .

The white prisoners generally had a vexy good
attitude towards us political ones ]xcept one or
two who shout abuse at things . On the whole there
was quite a lot of respect . particularly amongst
violent ones, They were very impressed when we
first arrived in prison and get seven and a half
years0

	

,
They can't understand this and also that

you're not at all ashamed They found it very odd,
They would keep on saying tHy is, a vare genti .emaxi .'

0 /24. . .2 59
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Rcont He is a gent, that guy . Gos I m all respect-.
able qnd all that . They can't understafidd why I rocke3 .
up there

But this was the polit .call 000 .(?261)
: After I'was convicted I was also with these guys a

bit.-they kept me in solitary after I was, convicted
a bit . But I'll tell you about that just no's 0 .

. : I guess I W3;flt to make sure that I get what the,
whites have to dOb That did you expect to see in the
courtroom? It must have been really important to, .
see the sup 3orter0 Hadd you ' i any visitors during
the five months?
R: Yeah, while I was awaiting triall always had
lots of visit s0 I had used up all my visits and letters
every day I had quite a lot of friends in Durb&i,
but my family would come down as well .

Peop'e in Durban organised to send me food
they came in every day0 Or whatever with visits .
I don't remember how many visits you co, ;ld have - I
think two a week or one a day, I can't re .em.ber0

Anyway, so vthen I arrived in court, there
were people there ., .

: And (?275)
on, the final

		

they. wrere cite upset yo , se. 'when I talked in court and Ihey

	

ii-etI think t
think the way they run the show, the wy court cases
are depicted - on the one hand s ' you ve got the
state trying to pre net en ideological picture of
someone who deserves to he sent to jail, who's done
these terrible deed's etc, etc

And when you wstch this being unfolded, it
doesn't aCtUE .I?y corres'r,ond to the w-.y y

	

understand
what you've done ., .

"

	

Although i w,s admitting that I had clone
various thing, the w,r the court case actually denict-
ed it -. i've Pctu1iy written on these thin in that
$outil 4fricia_ eve' art jc1e - it ctu1v de ict
~

	

~°~~

	

~{ <. -t e e ~° . t it 0 all soon ] content,
It w S

e Iluva
So it

but you set back orce gan

becme a tochn C

uttner .

ma,tter
re allyborin . this court c

r.] e. ey) most o f th e ti me
So, its o:r~y vflae:'i you do get a. chonce io

ck - If - btth t syou sor o a: .Ian vs your own say,
dog" '-: ncw

	

c yC)il C l it - twee force s of eve
and affirm the correct

V. . :-' S

mess of what you've done and set a new , and you
contest the terrain .

like

. /25 .294
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And there hadn't been any
efore that?

: Not so many

a: I this there ' s a quot e ofin the book l read

./25 . . .294

a

Ut t: er

Roont And you contest the terrain saying No, I'm
not prepared to accept this, that and the other .

i: was getting a bit upset about tht obviously
And that was I think a dj or two before was
sentenced . I was found guilty and then of the day
of sentencing I I seemed very upset and l didn't
understand why . nd then when I rocked up there,
Winnie Mandela wcs there, wearing green gold and
black you know, I didn't expect her there, but I
thought it was very nice .

76 was this?

: November "75 .

: So she was still living in Sowetdo

She'd just been unbanned for a Chile . (Yes) T1e-
hadn't been political trials for a long time . And
l wasn't quite sure whether to stick my fist up and
l wasn't sure how people would react . And when I
stuck my fist up they il immediately stuck their
fists up . It was a

	

ly black crowd and l believe
. when l was downstairs, they were all singing Nkosi
Sikelele Africa, and my mother told me the Judges
tegistrar was in tears .

So, it was an unusual case, because people
I know hadn't seen a case for a long time and they
were a bit shocked that I should say I was correct
and that my career should be wasted as they thought
it was .

trials recently

Q : When you saw Winnie Mandea, did she say any. . thing
oyou?

	

.

Yes . I can't remember something like hello, how
are you?0 I was telling about Nelson mainly and l
was shouting across the dock you know and basically
l don't think we understood what one another was
saying, with the distance between us and the number
of police between use

a she said to you

R: I have seen it . I don't know if that's what she
said to me, but It was in the newspapers I've got
cuttings of the trial .

	 /26 . . .326
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you want to say much about the trial itself?

R: Basicaflyvery boring . The thing with these . cases
is they produce every typewriter and every piece of
paper and1'4 already admitted half the stuff .

Bas icalll they wanted to give the impression ci
this terrible coirirnunist whodd done all these things
And one of the newspapers hadd a photograph l cn
show you the cutting actually, it's quite interest-
ing . They were making out that l was a very attract-
ive pereonality, always smiling andd this, so the
impression they were trying to give is that l was
underneath this deep criminal, sort of this psycho-
pathic personality

	

.
So, the image of the apparently nice guy,

along with these lots f boxes aad. pamphlets and.
eauipment was meant to imply that this is how devious
these types are and that while appear .rig to be so
they used a word 'innemindeglimleget meaning engaging
smile or something like that, and it was actually
to entice people into these nefarious activities .

So they go through all these boring activities
to prove that sort of you know, I was falling asleep
except that they produced van ous things . Like they
Sechaba with sort of quotes from our magazines
rid l was very interested in that and I wanted to
see my own copy For my defence l said, and they
wanted to play excerpts off' `roe .om Radio but the
defence lawyers objected, But ws very happy'
about this l would like to have heard mt. But
they thought it would prejudice my case you set ,

,

	

. As interest goes l thought it was hell .va
boringg

Who were your lawyers?

: George Bizo and Raymond Tucker .

Q : Is there anything to say about the trial
of you being white?

in terms

R: I don't know ..r

	

think l was ive ouite good.
attention by the press . I thought the press treated
me reasonbly well The judge , I think the fudge
said was disgusting especially to entice this
young" vcorrri - it ws shockingZ Judging from tbe
judge'ent, they sort o in'plied that this tae rsor
had recentlyy had. . rornntic involvement and scn
one like me took advantage of this, to entice her
into my

	

. used. the word nefarious . activities
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R: I don't know. I don't think thatis necessarily
why, I think that they had other reasons . There's
a commission that was amended abolishing a State Wit-
ness from the docks for other. reasons . I don't know
whether it had anything to do with statements which
people made . J?rn not sure

Q:O.K So the trial - ivas interested in your
situation with whites and also because you obviously
with sour whole legal background, did you feel you
gQt anymore insights into he role of the judiciary
through your detention?

: es0 But I must say first of all, I got a lot of
support in certain sedtions of the university aca-
demic sector . Law sector - there was a lot of ant-
agonism amongst certain people . I don't know
exactly why, but there was a lot of very heavy att-
itudes you know, although I generally had a lot
of support, 'I didn't get it from a lot of these
sectors, '

	

'

As regards stud/ents, they were very support-
ive, Young people in general .

As regards insight into the judi.ci.ary, the
sort of thing I'm writing nor, is partly as a result
of seeing from the other side the way a trial is
depicted0 I didnt-recognise myself as the way it
was depicted .

	

took at the way a trial is construct
ed, as a reconstruction of an historical event, a :
series of events - now they actually only consider
certain things . ignificant": The result is that
what the accused considers most significant seems to
get very ljttle showing often . nd eras aware of
that, but didn t write on it for a long time,
because 3asn't"studying law in prison until near
the end . "nd basically it was only when I was allow-
ed to register at Unisa for a doctorate in law
you had to do too many theses the one is this
t.iing that Im gong to Dub lish on the judlclaryG

I started to do quite a lot of spork on itt .
It's supposed to be twenty five pages and it w .s
ninety nine pages double spacing .

	

did quite a
lot of work but it was ideas that I had been thi!k-
ing of before t went to jail. ' but I think that that
experience held to crystallise some 'things0

Q : And is that experience one that whites wouldn't
even be able to understand that aspect of apartheid
society except for being in that position?

: I wouldn't say so No 1 think there area lot of
things yo . . ' can begin to understand without ex-perienceing
they . I thiirc that prison i so methllie for wIj+e t
go into if he or she wants to irnderst,nd vthp,t it's
like to undero rivtons every dr lce blc1 do

0 ./29 464
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He could produce very
- Then there was Renfrew

m trying to think who else e
though he was there at the s
different part

I: . . * 511

R: it's always pretty small6
hadd was ten,

0 else is in now since

IL : Guy Gerrardd and Came House
'y gu s name . Hannekom, Rolan

So, it was a pretty small

Q : Were you welcomed right
Tnitiallyt

effectively .
tie and. Guy Berger
didn't see Rob

anie time as me, but
others there now .e

8)

[untern

roup

ner,

maximum

heat's this

ish we

or was t kindd of high .

R : Yes, it was terrific, l hadn't spoken to anyone
!or months, so it was very nice, And it was very
support ive corn unity . One h problems because
we're in such close contact, But if anyone is attack
ed or h-s a difficu time with the authorities, we
all stand together

It was very moving inthat respect . But it
was difficult boo:aue why you're actully cuite
envoy being 8lone n your cell t night, bee .use
it's quite tense having such e smell grout . but
I learnt a lot in the experience .

d this is a difficult auestion, but what do
you think got you through your time in Dr isorj
8S it th

ison is rIOt So difficult if
soner6 Because in the fir

ere, with your he .d held hig

1; comradie with the they

e you go
you're . colt

Dof i t cal

letely

he
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I worked . .rd, there ws 8 lot of dicuss±i
!erstand lot of thingruch better . And morally,it's very dfficu1t Dnd out of morL dificult sit
W3tiofls, yo ucan either collapse or you grows

And I think that most peoit e grow in them .
Lnd it VflSntt .

	

Droln em, Pen Ily rie vy t tirec

1ut on the wholeirlo YroTh)lemse

Dr1soner TAY=ho

	

mo e o
in terms
H : Vie tended to vrk collectively and lern
from one Snot' er,

: : Did you comare notes rjt oth
DT tiaerr re lly a

Hih Lev:in's book?
ers?

But thebook

1) et r ny s

And WS there

Thst, tht hs doe
rt detention can do?

3

defe

I

:Lnvc
j_ - seem ;
no rob1 CT

561

of theoreticst

read

:st in :'v o
itself is

him scetire
r : Tnve you ever conoars d no t e

: What is that like?
thing,

whibe po?iticr1U

- who you 1ooced to
one of the

ewin

t

!Y \

Mentor,
knowledge or

and between

I Ti ,

useful to read . I dissc±ee
tskes in detention

ising one of the
non,
very good

I thirk once -'-'eft whichH : No give,
him, 1rJ0 feels betrayed and I cs

was :! - ss I

	

cocerned
you thercts eorreth
lved .

	

i-id !

e to

S book

r

I

vTi ti

even

iittner .

'4-

risoners? Black political prisoriersi

Yes, a lot .

olit . co1e?

bEforee it wa very
some of the. ositions

J-y wrote sonethija

prison-
Iike

agninst me . it's
onenirr'

	

rt 0

better stti

evi a.

U C

* moe

	

sin 't
remember the
Sn individu']-1r

fl : hier than he individ.-
.em emb e r
very

et hir

hhe T0Ufld
hook4 I've

o:e I reet

Again I'm into my blackfwhite

R-: I think that it's easier in some ways for them .
Tn the beg irming both white and black prisoners
before I got to gall badd a vex7 heavy time, especially
on the island. I mean many of them were treated
badly it sounds

But I think a small grojp is much more diff-
icult . It's much more cliff icul to smuggle . We
d't l2aVe newspapers for yas, we didn 4 i haveractios ror years . ktct we hct to sinuggie all these things,

.x'32....606

it

nor

ol,ticrJ .
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Rcone well we did with radios. But they smuggled
i11y . They had a great time in that regard .

Also we didn't ho ve lot of senior people and
the consequence is that the anent to which you can
barn is less in a community like ours was .

	

id also
the degree of authority that some people can have
if you've got about twenty people there who are really
top peopl&e

But also, the degree oZ tensions at a perso
evel is less there than it would be in our group,

: 4,rid the question l asked about the differences you
put in between your era of political prisoners and
the new whites who came and there was the Goldberg!

,sr .

: The differences were interesting in the sense*
of people's these guys went to il in l9364

The consequences were that there was a big
oultural gap inthe things that we experienced . I
think thpre vcas also, people like Jeremy Gronin,
David Rabkin must have had a very similar type of
background al?ademically

That s the one thing . "n the other hand,
we grew up it a different per ode The thin we
knew the friends we had, these people didx4t have

There was a sort of cultural barrier and the .
age barrier was a problem

It also cffected,e one's attitudes to diff
event things . There might be different attitudes
to women ay andd so on a political level also
for years there were political discussions going
on arguing about certain things .

There wasn't elways cohesion Eventually
there was moe cohesion . ne position becrne
more dorinezit than another, But I mean, there was

lot of room for discussions and differences .

Q : Did you feel that someone like Renfrew Christie
represented a whole different era2

,656

I don t think he wars specifically re criit
therefore under an organisation's discipline

ed and
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