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5 LONG STREET· MOWBRAY· noD· TEL 685-3513 . 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. MONDAV~ FRIDAY

12 November 1991

Dear Regions

Here is the final draft of the National

Conference minutes and 8 copy of the amended

National Constitution - at last~!~ I shall

make sure that they go out much Sooner next

year.

Please note that as time Is tight, the deadline

for receipt of corrections to the minutes Is

December 6. After that they will be conSidered

accepted.

Regards

Barbara Molteno
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"INUTES OF THE BLACK SASH NATIONAL CCl'FERENCE 19'1'1

CAPE ,,_

FRIDAV, 1 rw:lROt 19'i'1

SESSION 1
09:00 - 10:45

(JENNY DE TOLLV in tn. ena!r)

1.1 Tne Cant ....."c....as 00"""0 by tn" National President. J ....ny Oil'
Tolly.

Jenny de TOlly .... lc:orned ev.ryone present and <:.11 ..0
con1 ....."c. to ocs"rve .. minut.'. stl""" .. in m"",ory of
..no nave 01 ..0 in Del ice cv..toOy and in d"t"ntion.

uoon tI',e
all thes"

All "'.",0 of conf nc I<ed to 1nt.-odu<;" them•• lv•••nO
• roll call ..as heola. (S•• Apoend'" A - RIl' ... i.t..... for .. ttendanc ..
list. )... A P...... Cemmilt.... .... ..'ected
Tuck ..... Anne Hill, Priscill. Hall

comor151nQ Joyce
ano Jenny Ho...".

Tn 015c sion ouno ..hieh •••sions snould be c 10••0 , and
it d.cid~ that only •••• ion 10. tn. bus in•••••••ion. should
...._in closed.

R~ion. ..1<..:1 tg "'.v. ...p t.tiv.... f ..g. ...pigy ..
••n.9_ t nd st.ff .t ••c:'" .ft -dinn tin9. DeI.Q.t ...
_ I<.d tg indic:.t. t"'.ir p f nc: fg .. tn ti 9s On
tn. list p ..ovid..d to ••c.rt.in the l.v.. l of int.r t.

Apolg9i•• ....r .. .. ..::.iv..d ',.g.. M.,.j
O.Oy 9i,.l. It ".'10 p,.gl)g••o t"'.t ...

a,.o..n .."'g
s.nd "'.. ,. •

"'.'10 ,..c.n t Iy
c.,.d.

•

N.t.1 Cc.stai gff ..,..a a vid.o on t"'.. 5 ..all Clai... Cg...,.t to .11
"·lO~on•.

OI-IO....y ....QQ..st..d t"'at ..... '10••9 .. b. s.nt to Gus ".cOo.... ld .. ng is
i ... "'o.pi t.1 .

5"'••"'. Dunc.n p ..opo.....d t"'.t •• Eul.li .. Stott Mas b n • C.p. Town
City Counc:illg.. fo .. tni .. ty 1'••". today, s ..nd "' Q.. of
c: cn9,.·tul.tion.

Conf nc. Stee .. inQ Cc itt... , C.ndy Mal"'e .. b..
R.Vn"' ",.d.. tl'l ..",se1v v.il.OI .. tg .djust t"' ..
·9""d•.

."0 5 ...."'-OI-nn..
c:ont.nt. of tl'l..

1.B T"'...inut ..s of N.tion.1 Conf.,..... c: .. l~~O .... ,....dgl)ted' p,.gpes..d bV
M.,.y B...,.ton, s...c:ond..:l Oy SM.". Dunc:.n.
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2 HEADGUARTERS REPORTS

2.1 Hary Burton introduced the GENERAL HEADQUARTERS REPORT for tMe
year March 1990 to Man:h 1991. She commlPnted on the benefit that
headquarters has derived 1'-00'1 the structure of the extended
National Executive and the meetings .. ith .-egional
repres..ntatives.

Retiring members of the Extl!'nded National Executive, "il. Candy
Malherbe, Jane P,-insloo and Tish Haynes, .... re thanked. Rose Meny­
Gibert ...as thanked 10r her pAst s .....vices and e;arbara Molteno waS
welcomed in her place as National Secretary.

Mary paid tribute to Jenny de Tolly and congratulatlPd 1'1.... on h ...
Presidential Address at the public meeting at the Claremont Civic
Centr.. the previous evening.

Rosie van Wyk Smith suggested ...e .-e-think the idea 01 a public
meeting to open National Con1e..-ence as it had not be..n w.. ll
attended by th.. gene..-al public 0"- invited gue5t5.

Jenny de Tolly 1elt that a public m..etinQ was of benefit to
"'E!mtle"-5 and 1..-iends of the Black Sash who did not othen.ise have
a pa..-t in National Confe..-ence. She also noted that the B.. itish
and Canadian Emba5sies had been ..-ep.. esented.

Natal Coastal
la ..gely whit...

e~p..essed cOnce"n that the audience had been

2.2 The NATIONAL TREASURER'S REPORT 10.. the financial y ..a .. 1990,
tOQethe.. with the Income and E~penditu.... Statement 10" 1990. was
p ..esented tly Candy Malhe"be.

2.2.1 Candy Maltle.. be ..ead the ..esolution "e an annual inc ..ease of the
levy to Headqua .. te.. ~ 01 15 pe.. cent {5..e Appendix 1).

T..ansvaal ..eQion 1elt th t th.. T ~u ...... ·s R..po .. t should be
ci"culated ev ....y y ..a .. b..10 Con1 nc.. ~o that the ....Qions could
assess the 1inancial status 01 headQu..... te..s and discuss any levy
1nc"ease at Con1 ....ence. 80..de.. p ..oposed that the National
E~ecutive be ...utho .. ised to impose a l ..vy inc ....ase 01 UP to 15 pe..
cent if they think 1it. C. Malh.... b.. point..d out that had we
.... ised the levy by 15 pe .. cent in the past we would not h ..ve
cov .. ..-ed ou .. n ....d~.

The ....Qions we.... "5ked to discu55 the m.. tt.... 1u..-the .. and com.. to
vote on the .. .,selution On Sunday.

2.3 Th.. MAGAZ INE COMM!TTEE REPORT
R...ynham. She asked all MaQazine
id ..nti1y th..m..... lves. C. Malhe..be
Con1e..-ence edition 01 SI'ISH.

was p..-e5ent..d by S .......h-Anne
Committee memb.. ..-~ to ~tand and

15 to be the edito.. 01 th..

S-A. Raynh..m m..ntion..d that ou..- m..mb.. ..-ship. and thus magazin..
dist .. ibution. has d..-opped by 276. Inc..-eased p .. intinQ. p ..pe..- and
p ..oduction costs ..-esulted in the magaZine bUdQet being e~ceeded

by 11 pe..- cent. Howeve..-, money 1 ..om thE' Fund 10"- F..-ee Exp..-e"'5ion
has been used to cove..- this inc"-E'ase ..nd. as ch..ape..- p .. int.. r'" a ..e
now being ,-,,,, ..d. it is e~pected that 1utu.. e editions will stay
wi thin budQet.



AI bany region vo I unte..red
magazine over~ea~ (e.Q. to
approved this.

to undertake a drive to
American univer~itie5).

3

sell SASH
Conference

Sheena Duncan asked that a correction be made to the repo... t:
p. 2, 4. Magazine: The A.C.T. ha~ offered to pay for maQazine~ to
dono ...s of the Trust. not for all complimentary copi..5.

Jenny de Tolly paid
for producing such a

tribute
quality

to the volunteer
publication.

magazine committee

2.4 Sheena Duncan tabled the ADViCE OFFICE TRUST REPORT. She read an
a ... ticle about the Black Sa5h from the Sunday Times 1958
..ritt..n by Stanley Uys. The Advice Office i ••till focusing on
causes of poverty and i ....orkin .. on feeding information into
debate.. on pensions. domestic/farm ...orker... civil right••
nomelessness and violence and r ..pre.... ion monitoring.

Sheena Duncan reported that the annual A.D ....orkshop allo....d
for full oiscussion on campaigns ano issues. something
possible at National Confer..nc ...

time
00<

B..ryl Stanton a .. ked delegates to collect cOl:lies of tne A.O.T.
financial report to be dealt ...ith later.

:3 REGIONAL REPORTS

NORTHERN TRANSVAAL REGIONAL REPORT tabled and sl:loken to
Harris. She reported that becoming a separate reQlon
very positive for their Q...o .. th.

Kerry
been

P..nny Gee...dt... already the field ..orker, ha.. becom.. th.. A.O.
coordinator.

TRANSVAAL REGIONAL REPORT ...a .. tabled. Judith
that Sheena Duncan had .. ec .. ived an hono...ary
University of the Wit..ater.... and. She d ... e ..
Education Committ..e" ...o .. k. as tabled.

Ha.......den
docto .. ate
attention

reported
f ...om the

to the

3.3 ALBANY REGIONAL REPORT ...as tabled. Ro.. ie van Wyk Smith reported
that desl:lite a small membership, th.....egion ...as very active.

3.4 CAPE EASTERN REGIONAL REPORT ...as I:Iresented by Anne Knott. Despite
a number of p .. oblems in the r ..gion. the Advice Office "'as running
effectively and Judy Chalmers ...as a v .. ry capable field ...o .. k.. r.

3.~ BORDER REGIONAL REPORT ...a .. tabled. Jenny Horn (Middleton)
repo.. ted that memb.. rs .......e being encou"'aged to become involved in
the Advice Office but that members 5hould also be p ..epa ....d for
Black Sasn leadership roles.



SESSION 2
11;1:) - 13;00

(KARJN CHUBB in the chair)

REGIONAL REPORTS CONTINUED

3.6 CAPE WESTERN REGIONAL
Repression monitoring
lead..r~hip of Rosold ind
ex-political prison..rs

REPORT ~as pr"sll'nted by Denyse Smith.
in th.. region has increased under th..
Bush. "No~ ~II' are Free", a handbook for

and their families. has been published.

3.7 NATAL MJDLANDS REGIONAL REPORT ~as d .. liv..r ..d by Fid.. la Fouch",.

3.B NATAL COASTAL REGIONAL REPORT ~aS presented by Ann.. Colvin. She
reported that the colonial m..ntality still prevailed among
members of the public in this region. Th.. y have received visitors
from ov..rs..as who ~er .. on fact-finding trips vis-a-vis the Natal
violence.

Th.. int..rnal disarray in th.. r ..gion is due to diminiShed numbers
of members abl .. to take on Black Sash ~ork, and a failure to take
stock of th.. situation at th.. outset of 1990. This result..d in
ad-hoc r ..action to events during th.. y ..ar.

DiSCUSSion of Regional R..ports follow..d'

Karin Chubb picked out sam.. them..s from the recorts before
open in". th.. floor for questions, She noted the drop in
membership, th.. ne..d for rll'structuring and for crll'ative solutions
to management difficulties, and the remain in". high level of needs
which may lead to liaisin". with other organisations.

Lynn Hotz raised the qu..~tion of th.. rll'lationship between the
advice offices and the regional membership in the early days of
thll' Slack Sash. when the region found its roots in the advice
office.

She..na Duncan noted the new problems posed by taxes under the
Fundraising Act of 1976 and how that has chang ..d the relationShip
of the advice office to regional memb..rship. On the on.. hand this
freed the Slack Sash from managing the advice offices via
discussions at meetings. The issu..s pr..dominant in th", Black Sash
do still arise out of the advice offic .. ~ork, she said.

Su.. Philcox call ..d upcn No~l Robb tc
perspective on th.. advic .. office/~embership

at the conference then in a pap.. r.

rei at.. an historical
relationShip - if not

TherlP was protracted discu,", ... ion around
exp..ri ..nc ..d by the differ..nt regions
manag ..m..nt/employe../volunt.... r situations.

"0
wi th

difficulti ..s
regard to

TRAC is consid .. ring b..coming an autonomous organisation. The TRAC
report would be tabled with the advice office reports.

Denyse Smith noted that Southern Cape had been left out due to a
misunderstanding, but that they ~ould be dealt ~ith in the advice
office SeSSlon. A correction in th.. Cap.. W..st..rn r ..port:
"Resolution" should read "Recommendation".



,
J~nny de Tolly empha .. i ....d the need to di .."u,... cu,..,..ent politicill
i ....ue5 suCtl as a Bill of Rioht.. and th.. death penalty and
,"<.looested a national committee for each 50.,<:i1i" issue.

Judy Hawarden called 10r the Black Sash to urgently add .... $ ..

drawing in black membe.....

Beryl Stanton presented the Advice 01fic", Trust Summary of
Receipts and Payments (Paper ~ b). Sl1e noted that Sheena Dune ..n
and Ethel Walt we.- .. largely responsible 10r l".i .. inO th.. mon..y
mentioned in th.. 1'1.0. f"epof"t, and drew attention to the hiQh cost
of ",-,nninQ the office5 la .. t yea ...

SESSION :]:
14:00 - 15:45

(SUE PHILCOX in the cnair)

Regional Advice Office Reports and Fieldwork.. ,.. Reports

4.1 NORTHERN TRANSVAAL report t"bled. Penny Geerdts 5aid that the
advic~ offic~s need to ~mpowe~ p~ople to tak~ action on thei~ own
behalf. The issue of illel;Jal immil;J~ants and 'slave~y' has not
been b~oadly discussed and assessed. Now only two paid wo~ke~s on
the staff. The~e is ~el;Jional ~ep~esentation on the manal;Jement
committee. They have links with othe~ o~l;Janisations. e.,.. a~e

~ep~esented On the Repat~iation Committee. Need to assess
position to define limits fo~ volunta~y wo~ke~s.

4.1. 1 FIELD WORK' The ~epo~t on domestic ..o~kers, "L.. t uS Wo~k

T0geth~~". has been compi led and ~"9ions ..e~e thank~d for their
comments. The price of fares on Putco bus~s is very hi,.h and this
is affectinQ th~ attendance of teache~s and pupils at farm
schools.

4.2 TRANSVAAL REPORT ..~itten by M",rj Brown, ,.poken to by Sh~~na

Duncan. Numbers of CaSeS dealt with a~~ do... n important to
establish ..hy. One reason is that many oth~~ advice offices have
no.. be~n established n~a~by. Ho.....v .. r '" number of th~m a~~ b~inQ

th~eat~n..d .. ith closure due to lack of funds. Volunt..~r ...orkers
Tanya Samu~l .and Michael Peve~ill f~om th~ Quaker Peace Service
in London "~r.. introduced and thanked for thei~ help.

4.3 ALBANY REPORT co-ordinated by Nancy Charlton, spok ..n to by
Vivi ..nn" Botha. Recolnm"ndation tl;at the Black Sash brinc out a
G"ne~al Report alonQ tM" lines of the AlbaMy one (on lnsu~anc..
policies sold to poorly paid ..orkers), and that it be circulated
to insuranc" companies, the Ombudsman, etc. There is a need to
initiat~ a prOQramlne of consume~ education re insurance pOlicies
for trade unions, hiQh schools, social ..elfare aQencies, leqal
aid clinics.

4.3.1 Glen Hollands ALBANY FIELDWORKER REPORT tabled. The Black
lS not a mass-based orqanisation, and its credibility
accountability is sometimes called into qu"stion as a ~esult

dealinQ ... ith local issues.

Sash
.00

... h"n

4.4 CAPE EASTERN ADVICE OFFICE REPORT presented by June Crichton.
They are dealin<;l ... ith approximately five-and-a-half-thousand
Ca"es a yea.r and f~eling pressurised. They are conc~nt~ating on
streamlinin<;l th" office and training voluntary ..o~kers.
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4.4.1 Judy ehal"'er"!!i presented the FIEI.DWORKER REPORT. Repression in
Klipplaat is still intense: brutal .. tatian commander, arbitrary
a .....ests, etc. Tn...... Black Sash memb.. ..- .. involved in the regional
civic body not an easy eM .....ei..... Members involved with
returning eMile...

4.5 aORDER ADVICE OFFICE AND FIELOWORKER REPORTS tabled. Rebecca Hess
said that the region ..as small, active. hardworking but
overCOMmitted - five full-time ..o .. k....... Management committ i ..
still learning and not ....ally able to assist the fieldwork .

JUdgement on eviction caSe not yet receiv.d but Recec.::a will let
branche.. kno.. the outcome as this jUdgement may be useful.

Reoecca would
conditions in
contilct her.

like
<eo

to coordin.. te a working group on
catering industry and called for

employm..nt
people to

'.6 SOUTHERN CAPE, Tessa Ed ..... rds gave an
work and said that the Black Sash" s
derive.. largely from the ..ork of
fi .. ld..orker.

ov .. rvi .... of
high profile

the ..dvice

the region" s
in the area
office and

MemDers we,...,~ invited by the Civic to become part of a working
group to move into a sing1o. municipality. They held a ...orkshop
for civics on Local Gov..rnment and Management.

4.6.1 SOUTHERN CAPE ADV!CE OFFICE REPORT deliver..d by Stephne Henley.

4.6.2 FIELDWORKER REPORT given by Phumlani Buka"h... Kny..na ar....... till
in pre-tran.. ition p..riod. Lack of n ..gotiating skill .. in Civic
As..ociation is hampering progress. Sugg.... t ..d th... t th.. Black Sash
produce ... bookl .. t on Local Authorities to help empo..er civics.

4.7 CAPE WESTERN ADVICE OFFICE REPORT given by Sue van der Merwe. Th..
Advice Office is involved in .. p..nsions campaign, a maintenanc ..
campaign, a rural advic .. offic .. training programm.. and int ..rnal
training cour .......

4.7.1 BOLAND FIELDWORKER REPORT presented by ann..m.. ri .. h.."drikz. Not..
that th.. statistic .. represent the number of cases handled and not
tne number of tim..s one case ..a ....orked On. It is easy to get
discouraged by the 510" rat.. of ..uccess of advice offices and
th..re "hould b .. d ..bate and ... s .. istance in this area. Villiersdorp
should be comm..nded on it.. efforts to ..ork together towards.
victory in its hou.. ing struggle.

4.8 NATAL MIDLANDS ADVICE OFFICE REPORT ..a" pr..sent..d by J ..nny
Clar ..nc .. on b .. half of Anne Strode.

, .9 NATAL COASTAL ADVICE OFFICE REPORT ...... tabled by Lynn
p ..nsion payout syst..m in K..aZulu i.,; being monitor..d.
n .... squatt.. r community - Canaan.

Hotz. A ne..
There is a



SESSION 4
Ib:.1'5 - .18:00

Cnair: SUE PHILCOX
Co-ordinator: JANE PRINSLOO

LAND AND HOUS I NG

5 Jan~ Prin~loo coordinated this s.~sion and Qave a Qeneral
introduction. The issue is important as a major and potential
source of conflict. We need to e~plo... e alte...n.tiv..s and come to
an app...op... iate st.t.m.nt of the Black Sash"s position.

5.1 GLENDA GLOVER spoke aoout the ril;lht to land and housinQ. This is
a fundam~ntal human right and South Africa has the resources to
deal with the problem. How.v.r, the state should not b.. h.. ld
responsible fo ... providin<;l houses for .11, but it ha~ a
r.spon ... ibility to make it possible. Thi ... riQht .ncompasses mOre
than the owninQ of a house, it involves building a community (see
(i) Scott Leakey article Hou... ing Rights Entitlements, (iil
Witwatersrand Network for the Homeless catalogue Land; and
Affordable Safe Homes fo ... All].

5.2 JOSIE ADLER: Worldwide, one third of head,. of hom.... ar~ wom..n.
Prope... ty ril;lht ... and prices must be altered so all can have access
to hom~.... Sub.. idie.. for land are beinQ incr.a~~d, but the people
still n~ed to find tne money to build and it i~ not possible to
ouild in all s~ttlements. Corruption, <;lraft and undemocratic
practices are rife in the ... trU<;Jole for access to land.

5.3 JANET SMALL: Scrappino the Land acts does not solve the problem ­
new leoisiation will have to be ~nacted 0'" unjust acces" to land
will continue. We need to con~ider: (i) ent ...enchino riQhts to
land fa ... those who live on it, and (ii) proper land ...efo...m fo ...
tho". who hav~ no acceSS to land.

5.4 ANNINKA CLAASENS spoke on p ...oposal" fo ... how to move towards a
more just/equitable distribution of land. Some insist that the
free market is the only way to ac,.,ieve economic g ...owth, but White
title deeds have been Qain~d tt> ...ough conquest. not free-market
forces .nd whit. f ....minQ is based on subsidi." - thus a political
.. itu.tion. Tne .. t.te could confer own~...st>ip of t>ou..es in tt>~

townships. Security of tenur.. is al ..o important as it contributes
to economic growth and political ;tability.

In cases of
could make
problem of
.ddr.s...d.

conflictinQ claims of ownership the Land Claims Cou... t
decisions based On fair judQem.nts. How.vlPr, ttl.
landlessnes" and redistribution still t>as to b~

5.5 DAG (D~"elopm~nt Action Group) a ...ep..es~ntati"e spok~ about
po~sibl~ st~ps which could be taken to mOve toward mOre equitable
aCces .. to settlement oppo .. tunities in p ..edominantly u .. ban a"eas.

Four aspects of land and sh~lte.. ,
access to land and shelte..
Quality; standa .. ds too hiQt>
location
cont ..ol



,
We m...,st .triv. for land and .h.lt.... as An absolute riQht and for
1nt.9... teo, de••grated citie•.

i' ACCESS'
Perhacs link land ownershio to us.
Consider co-operative purchasin;
Stop speculative .ell1ng 01 state land

iii OUA~ITY of houses, s.,-vic•• and .~enities:

Look at national buoQet
Alternative hous!nQ ~licV with ac... rented acca..odation
AI te..native provision of I'>ousin'il - co... hcu••S. loans. co­
ops.

uti I.0CATION:
rake an inventory of all vacant 'ano
Chan;••• ist1n9 '-.OUI4t1on.
Rezone
inc ....s. densities

wi th

iv) CONTROL:
Replaein; ap... theid
anothe.. t.r.. for the
A pap... from D.A.G.

plannln,..
sa..e t"'1"9

will oe available

econo"lic;

Discussion followeo:
Communities usually know what land the state owns. and this can
be chec:ked tl'1rouQI'1 the deeds offic:e. L.And should b. uS.d for
th. b.st purpose tl'1rouQh A rtlQulAted leoal sy~tem.

If the stAte Qi"es o"er I ..nd for 1'10us.s And iQnor.s the
SQUAtt.rS On the l ..nd. th•• ittl-holdll'r~ Qll't politic: .. 1 QAin And
th. SQUAtt.rS· position is ..... k.n.d.
L. ..nd trAn.Ac:tions curr.ntly in"ol". tr.nsfer of mon.y; ... n ••d
to c:onsid.r • C:1'1.nQe 01 polic:y.
Ill.Q .. l SQu.tters Act is nQt QoinQ to be reo•• I.d. A Whit.
P .. p.r on Group Ar••s .nd Colour.d Res.r".s is C:OlllinQ out on 12
MArc:l'1. TI'1. r.pe.l 01 th. Group Ar...s Ac:t h ..s ....c:.rD.. t.d tl'1.
lot 01 sQu.tt.rs. both urb.n ..nd rur.. l.
o.".lop.rs; should we "'O"Q...ith tl'1. oo".. rn..... t or the Urb..n
Found.tion"?
T"" lAnd .thic: A..onQst Afrlc.ns is si..i IAr to the West.rn
conc.pt. nuCh r"s"Arc:h i. b.inQ don. on this issu•.



SATUROAY, 2 ftARCH 1991

SESSION :5
0'9:00 - 10:4:5

Chai~pe~son and co-o~dinato~: SUE VAN OER MERWE

SOCIAL WELFARE

Toni Tickton, Di~ecto~ o~ Cape M.ntal H.alth, gave an ove~vie~ o~ ~hat

is cu~~ently happening in social ~el~a~. ~ith ~.ga~d to,
state/p~ivate secto~

~acial divisions
p~ i va ti sa tion
policy shi~ts

~hat the Black S.sh c.n do/help

The most p~essing need is ~o~ • single ~el~a~e depa~tm.nt ~ith p.~ity

o~ payment and one ~hich embodies a cohe~ent ~elfa~e policy that t.k.s
into account the situation 1n this count~y i.e. "'ich/poo~,

u~ban/ ... u ...al, .tc.

A "use...-f ... iendly" syst.m and
u ...gently ...eoui ...ed. Advice
info~mation in this field.

stand ....d c it.~ia fo~ obt.ining
office ~o ke~s could p ...ovide

g ... ants is
v.luable

I PROFESSOR PIETER LE ROUX
Th. main ~ecommendation that P ...ofesso~ Ie Roux put fo ...~a~d ~as

fo~ p.... ity in pensions. The main sho... tcomings of pensions as they
st.nd in the count~y at p ...esent a~e that they a"'e:

~acially disc~iminato~y

a st~ict means t.st .pplies
delive...y system is ineffective and needs to be oV.~h.ul.d

too lo~ fo ... people to su ...vive on them
The st ... ict means test needs to be sc ...apped and an infl.tion-p~oo~

cont ... ibuto... y scheme int ...oduced.

P~ofesso~ Ie Roux spoke on ho~ much South Af ... ica spends on soci.l
~elfa~e in ... elation to othe count ... ies and the savings that ~ould be
made by doing a~ay ~ith apa theid st ...uctu ...es. Th......~e majo... budget
const...aints, but a big chall.nge is to get a good deliv.~y syst.m so
that ~hen the money does become availa~le it makes its ~ay effectively
and .fficiently into the ... ight hands.

2 NICCOLI NATTRASS spoke on othe~ existing social-~elfa... e systems.
South Af ... ica, ~h.m compa~.d ~ith othe~ count ... ies, spends a
...elatively high pe~centage of its GDP on health but the .... is v ....y
unequal income dist ... ibution. Th....e is also a v....y st ...ong ... acial
and ... egional bias on spending.

It is estimated that it ~ould cost R:lOO million (R12,:50 pe~ neadl,
~nich is less than one-tentn of ~nat ~e a"'e paying al eady, to ~e-

o ... ient 01.1 ... h.alth spending. Recommendations fo~ this p og ... amme ~ould

be to impl.m.nt o~al ...ehyd ...ation the~apy. simple p ...egnancy management
p ...og ...ammes and essential d~ug p ...og~ammes.

Guestions f~om the floo ... a ...ound the AIDS issue highlighted the need
again fo ... effective delive~y systems. Tne state ne.ds to be se.n to be
add ...essing the issue.
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Albany trains volunt~ers and has success working with St Paul'.
Theological College .. tudents .. ho take their knowledge out into
tne parishes. However, they feel that most 1'1.0 ...ark i. "b..nd­
aio" and would like the emphilsis to be on backup, ..ather th..n
duplicate work done in Port Eli~..beth and East London training
prog,""",mes.
South",..n Transvaal has e~perienced collapse 01 1'1.0.5 after
t .... ining bee ..u ..e of corruption. A success has been the .-ipple
effect created trom their training preg.-.",me in the ..,1d­
eighties and Black Sa..h"5 initiation of the id•• of advle ..
centres as points of community organisation.
TRAC focuses on development rath... than training and help in
the development of structu..... in rural areas.
No... the ... n T...ansvaa I t ... ainin<; ha~ been la"'gel y inte...na I. They
have not been app...oache<l by othe... o ...ganJ.!l;ations .nd tend to
di ...ect people to the JOhannesbu"'g A<lvice Office. Th..y have not
focused on management by objectiv.~.

Southe ... n Cape t ... ains only Advice Office wo ... ke"'s so
accountability is a p ...oblem.

Th.ndi GaQ., a fieldwo ke ... t .... inee f ...om Cape Weste ...n. spoke of he...
expe ... ienc.s in th. t ining p",oQ ... amme. She sai<l that the...e w;as an
eno...mous .mount to le;a n but that it became ea~i .... with tim She
feels she has been given a window to see b.yond the opp ess.d
community. T...aining needS to be ca ...efully st"'uctu ed, maybe it ~hould

be b ...oken up into smalle ... time units to be easie to .~~imilate. She
spoke of hOw the Bantu education system has killed all he... initiative,
putting he ... at a disa<lvanta<;e in the t ... aininQ p ...og ... amme.

The pl.na...y th.", b ...ok. up into small g"'oups of si>< people. €.ch g oup
w.s given .....sou ...ce package and asked to explo...e\d.fine what is m nt
by "development".
Highlights f ...om ...epo... t back of each g ...oup:

• impove ... ished communiti ..s need aCCeSS to "'esou"'ces
• impo tant to be able to speak fo ... themselves
• libe ating p..ople's positive potential
• establishing needs th...ough consultation
• p ...ot.ction of whole envi ...onment
• imp...oving the Quality of life fo ... communities not

individuals
• empowe ...ment, pa ... ticula... ly of women
• must be visible/tangible .nd sustainable
• educa ... e fo ... young child ....n
• state p ... ovision of basic needS'
• skills t ... aining - coope ... atives
• human and envi ...onmental development in.xt ... ic.bly linked
• ....c ...e.ting cultu ...al t ...aditions
• women's cont ...ol ove'" thei ... own bodies

Annema... ie Hend ... ikz st ...essed that th...ough t ...aining p ...og ... ammes people
and communities can be set f ...ee to decide how they want to espond to
the p ...oblems they ..... f.ced with. While the...e is still a g eat need
10'" w.. lf ....e, this Can lead to dependency, hence the need fo ...
libe.... ting. t ...ansfo...ming development.

Annema... ie w.nt on to desc ... ibe a p ...oject in Latin Am.... ic. whe...... five
count ... ies pooled thei ... ideas on p ...oblems of development in the face of
economic c ... isis, political disillusionment and apathy. They identified
nine essential humah needs: SUbsistence, p ...otection, affection,



und..r ... tAndinQ,
fr ....dom.

pArticipation, creation, identity

Sne empnasised tnat development is essentially a community proces.. and
must:

• identify need,.
• identify blocks
• recoQni ..... fals .. satisfiers
• aQree on true ...ati ..fiers
• plan responses
• neQotiate resources
• carry out plans
• evaluate regularly

I t is tlOped ttlat ttli .. di ..cu..sion .. i 11 tie taken back to and develop..d
1n ttle reQions.

SESSION 7
14:00 - 15:45

Ctl.ir, SHEENA DUNCAN
Coordinator: ROSALIND aUSH

VIOLENCE AND REPRESSION

Ttlis
Black

session focused on ..tlat
Sastl can do about it.

i ... cAu... ing
There "as

ttle violence
brief input

and ..nat the
from certain

TRANSVAAL REGION: LAURA POLLECUTT (refer p.per 26)
Laura tliQtlliQhted six points from tler paper:

• many people still in detention de..pite reform proce....
• violence nas spread to Johanne... burQ
• repercussions of violence
• overall violence in society, e .. pecially in blaCk communi tie...
• case study - Ptlola PArk
• reconciliation and r ..con.. truction

Ttle Qovernment is more inclined to informal repression, but torture,
detention and deattls in detention .. til) OCcur. Ttle police .. till invade
meetinQ'" and are not di,.ciplined - see·Sebokeng marcn.

Ttlere are doubt.. ttlat the CCB tlas been disb.nded.

Ttle police have .. ho..n a clear bias for the right .. ing ..hich i .. now
divorced from the .. tate.

It seems as if the violence hAS
an Inkatha/viqil ..nte pres..nce.
d ..eller .. to comply.

imported
is easy

from

'0
Natal as there is
intimidate hostel

..eem.. to be
in the rural

complicity
area ...

between jUdicial



Summary of
Po I i c ~m~n" •

BETTY DAIlENPORT:
SA1RR pap~r, O~c~mber 1990, by Wayneo
One copy to go to ~ach region.

Saffro - "Attacks on

The re~earch in thi~ area i~ o~-going and it is not al~ays possible to
verify figure~ ~ith ab~olute accuracy.

Enqlish
aQainst

languag~

theo local
press/monitoring

councillor~.

almost ignor~ viol~nc~

EASTERN CAPE: GLEN HOLLAND/JUOY CHALMERS
(refer paper 20.1 - Albany Report on Repreossion and Violeonceo)

Glen Holland ~as intrOduced as th~ ne~ rural ~orkeor in the Eastern
Cape. He said that the area was relatively calm, deospiteo political
con~ciousness being very high. There i~ much poveorty and unemployment.
but theoreo are no lnkatha impis.

The paper focuses mostly on Barkley East which has a long tradition of
violence. It has a small police forc~ which i~ not properly
controlled. Vigilantes areo emerging and the likelihood of violence
breaking out in the Eastern Cape is very possibleo.

JUOY CHALMERS
Govan Mbeoki and Raymond
keoeopinQ a~ay ~hen they
committed in Willo~vale

intervene.

(see paper 20.2 MPeople·s Courts")
Mhl ... ba help to keep the peace. Police are
~hould be pres~nt e.g. atrocities were
pltople·s courts but th~ polic~ r~fu~ed to

NATAL: Anne Truluck
lr~f~r paper 26.3: MNatal Violence: Why the ..ar continues M)

Anne highlight~d sali~nt points from heor papeor. ln~vitabl~ that the
MOM and !nkatha should clash. Butheoleozi has become elevated to the
~tatus of a national leader and is supported by the state.

Police partiality - over~heolming number of affidavits to support these
allegations. Natal courts have not pros~cuted police and ~itne~~es are
scared.

Homeland system must beo disbanded. Police and court~ need to be
reorganised.

OR SATHS COOPER (U.W.C.) then spoke on the culture of political
·intoleorance

South Africa i~ a very viol~nt .ocieoty as a result of the violence of
apartheid. lnterper~onal violence outs'trips the political violence
our society is violent to~ards the young, the old and to women.

We are socialised into intolerance and it becomes a modus vivendi
~.g. we g~t angry in traffiC jams, angry .. ith our children, etc.
Violence needs to be e~orcised from our collective unconscious and the
fabric of ~ociety changed.

WILFRIED SCH.4RFF (U.C. T.) spoke on' the subjeoct of MPolicing M

He challenqed uS with the assertion that we haveo the policeo force that
..e have allowed to happen. Theo police is one ~tate in~titution that
could be a liberatinQ force in our society if properly organised and
seen to be a fair mediator.

There are two kinds of policinQ
beat .. to protect .. hite inteorests,
marginalises black interests.

in the
and a

country: "the
.. f ire-f ightinq"

bobby on the
policy which



We do ~ave a role to play in alterlnQ t~e st.tus QUO'
I PUblic pre.sure can cnall~Qe t~ police. t~ir superiors and

the courts
I need to publici.e critiques of police action - SASH could

puolls~ book revi~s

I Advice Offices could infor~ people of t~ir riQ~ts with reoard
to t~e police

I co.-unities/civics can liaise with police to restructure
co.-unity policino

• we ~st call for an independent o~oudsbody to .ani tor the
police

T~ree

Black
respondents fro.. the
Sasn C.n contribute to

floor addressed the Question
tne oebate on vlolence' "'

1 ROSALIND BUSH - Cape Western
The Black Sas~ n••d~ to be involved in the debate On future policinQ ­
we have always worked in tl'lis sphere. We C.n,

I lobby for repeal of Internal Security Act
I lobby for abolition Of leQisl.tion whic~ 'Olives tl'le police

protection from tl'le law
I keep up pressure on tl'le deatl'l-sQuad issue
• educate ourselves and tl'le public

2 LVN HOTZ - Natal IR.".G.)
• puolicity is crucial
• critic.l need for court monitorinQ
• Butl'lelezl not only a pe.ce-lovinO person: tl'le otMer side of him

needs to be eKpo~ed.

3 JUDITH I~WRRDEN - Soutnern Tr.nsv.al
We reCOQni.se tl'l.t tMe police .re not .11 b.a .nd t~ liberation
oro.nisations .re not .11 Qood. But a•• hu.,;an-rio"'ts oroup it is
i~port.nt t .... t we continue our work around tl'le issue of policinO'
, Qet PUblicity - e.o. BlaCk Sasl'l .....bers on "-net~

, education - e.Q. booklets on riQhts/letters to t~ press
• nonitor courts, bail conditions
I call on ca-~nity leaders to t.ke le.dino role
I interv~tion l.ffid;avits) and calls to Vlok, etc .

.SESSION 8
16:15 - IB,oo

CONSTITUTION AND A BILL OF RIGHTS

Draft statement in connection witn the "andel. Trial was available and
needed discussinQ before beinQ ..ade public on Sunday morninQ.

Mary Burton eKplained that this session on Constitution and a Bill of
Rights. would be held in Qroups, that each Qroup would have a
facilitator and a re~ource person, and set que~tions would be supplied
for all Qroups. It was hoped that .11 Qroups would co... back wit'"
positive plans. relevant to BlaCk Sasl'l.



M. Bu.. ton ~ ..v~ som~ input to le..d d~bate in the ~ ..oups. She .. ish..d to
dispel a f ... myths:

1 that th.. p ...!s..nt situation ..h...e the ~ov nm.nt s "votin~

itself out of po as uniQU'" Th s ..v 1 oth ..
e" ..mples of this h.pp..nino;, ... 0;. South Am ic.n count.. i ..s. Sh..
then ..ead e"t ....cts f ..om Rob.... t B~ .. I ..y·s Shaking off of Burd..ns.

2 th.t socio-economic p ..oblems must be put .. i~ht fi ..st. Unless th..
issu..s of po..e ..-sha"in~ and political p ... ticip.. tion ..e"'~
add ..ess..d no.. , to~~the....ith th.. d ..v .. lopm..nt of a I ..~itimate
judicial syst ..m to uphold this po,,~,,-sha..in~, socio-..conomic
upliftment ..ould be a ..aste of time.

Th~ fundamental cleavao;e bet..een tnose .. ho ....nt to hold onto ..hat they
hav... .nd those ..ho ..ant ..hat they have neve" had, needS to be
add ....55..d and oil Bill of Fho;hts ..ould have to tollke not~ of th..se 10"0
cont I ictino; int........ t .... M. Bu... ton ..~comm~nd..d th;ot Black Sa ... h t ... k.. a
ca...eful look ... 10 the ANC"s d"aft Bill of Ri~hts and the South Af .. ic.n
La.. Commi55ion"s Bill of Ri~hts .nd that Black Sa5h should b .. in a
position to comment on both.

Ei~ht ~ ..oups then ..epo .. ted back on discussion.

e ..cup 1
F;ocilit;otor, Val West; ..esou...ce person' Noel Robb

Th.. ~ ..oup h.d open discussion and did not h ... v .. th.. oppo.. tunity to
COm.. to .ny d ..cisions. It felt th.t • unit y .. t ..uctu .... "as
needed fo .. th.. constitution .nd that 10..0 chamb s ........ n ..c.ssa ..y.
A bill of .. io;hts .. hould b. d ..a ..n up, but the was no cons..nsus
about ..hich o; ..n ....ation ..i~hts should be included 0 ...."clud..d. A
multi-pa... ty conference ..as seen as useful as an inte .. im p ...ocess
I ..adino; to a constituent assembly. A constituent assembly could
po""ibly l~ad to mo..~ viol~nce, but th.. o; ..oup thou~ht it "as
us.. ful oIlnd that ..v ....yon~ should b .. involv..d.

A constitution ... 1 cou.. t "hould .."ist and be sepa..at. f ..om the
judicial system.

Group 2
F ...cilitator, Ke....y Ha..... is; resource person, Candy Malherbe

Th. constitution should define the tyP" of "t ..uctu.... fo ...
l ..~i latu ..~, ~"ecutive. judicia ..y ..nd th.. ch..cks and bal.nc."
b.. t n th.. v ..... ious po..e I ... tiOn". N....d ..d mO"e kno.. led~.. on
tni5 th.... sp..cialised a ;o. Th.. bill of "i~nts should be in th..
consti tution.

e ..cup 3
Facilitator, Sue Philcox; ..eSOurCe pe..son' JUdith Hawarden

Fidela Fouche ..epo.. ted back:
Th.. o; ..oup sta.. ted .. ith discussion a ..ound a multi-p..... ty conference
and aQ ..eed that it ..as the most fllcilitative WllY to movin~

to..ards an inte.. im ~ove ..nment. which th.. ~ ..oup f .. lt ..as important
to h.ve in pl ...ce. This inte.. im ~ove .. nm..nt would th..n l ..ad to a
constitu..nt ass..mbly. A~ ......d that a bill of .. io;hts should be in
the con5titution. Th.. Black Sash should alio;n itself .. ith othe ..
human-.. io;hts bodies and b.. ..~p.. esented at the multi-pa .. ty
confe..ence. Black Sash should be active in p ..omotino; debate



~rouna tn~ constitution ~nd tn~ Qroup ~gr~~d that ther~ should b~

~n indep~ndent constitution~1 court. Import~nt that the
constitution b~ accepted by the people.

The group did not have time to ~ddress the question of Black
Sash stance with regard to a multi-party conference, but f .. lt
that "it" should happ.", ~nd that it should include a broad
spectrum of people. They supported a constituent assembly, but
felt th~t it should not e~clude oth.. r steps.

The role of a constitutional court should be separate, m...de UP of
legal and community people and subject to a bill of rights.

Group 4
F ...cilitator: Barbar~ Klugm...n; resource person: Karin Chubb

The group felt that .. h ... tever structures ..ere set up, they must be
representative of the people and th... t .. natever th.. Black Sash
does, it must be gender-sensitive. Agreed tnat they ..anted a bill
of rignts to include first-. second- and third-generation rights,
but need to discus.. ho.. to avoid these different tiers cla ..hing
.. ith eacn otner.

Tney felt tn... t ... n interim government (or some neutral bOdy) .......
necessary to set UP a constituent ..... sembly. Agreed that a
constitution ... l court ....... necessary, but must be representative,
p... rticularly of ..omen and lay people, and 1'''01'1 .. snould be
educated in the us.. of the court.

Process for BI ...ck Sash, n ..ed to educ~t~ ourselves around the
various options, e.g. ANC and Law Commission, and then writ.. up
material for Advice Offices, also educat.. around "secret ballot".
Tney want each reg~on to choose on.. p .. rson to coordinate this
process and n~tional office to Qet feedback from all regions
after tneir internal education process and draw UP BlaCk Sash
positions from this (noted tnat reSourCe mat..ri~1 had been
circul~ted by N... tional, but not read by regions).

Group :)
Facilit... tor: Jill de Vlieg; resource person: Sarah-Anne Raynha~

Pat Tucker reported back~

Tne group felt that a bill of rights snould contain first­
generation rights only and th... t se~ond- and 3rd-generation rights
sMould be contained in a separate document and tnat these rights
Should oe enforceable oy law. There ..hould be an independent
court ~ccount~ble to the people, which would upnold a bill of
rignts in a constitution. The Black Sash should put for ..ard a
critique aoout the ANC and Law Commission's bill of rignts - Sash
snould be playing a monitoring role. They agroU.d th... t tnere
should oe a constituent assembly, out tne issue would need
e~amining.

Group 6
Facilit... tor: Margaret Nash; resource p..rson: Sheen... Duncan

Rosemary van Wyk Smitn reporting back,
The group focused on the BI ...ck S ... sh ...nd a constituent assembly.
They first defined what was meant by the term. Once the
constituent ...ssemoly nad drawn up a constitution, it must go back
to the people for voting. Tney felt that 1unding, policir>g and



e-ducation we...~ important iSSUlt5 that ne-Itdltd ;ottention.
process ..ould need to be monitored and that it need
international bOdy, but could be a local one.

Group 7
Facilitator; Nancy Charlton; resource person: Joyce Harris

Thi ... group Ileld discussions, but did not COMe to any agreeMent.
Di ...cussed ..nat ..as meant by a constitution and the idea of
federalism. Agreed that there should be a bill of rights in the
constitution, but did not agree as to ..hich generation rights
should be- include-d. Agreed that the Black Sash should look at ANC
and La.. Commission bills of right. Fe-It the need for more
education and debate around all the issues raised by the
Questions.

Group 8
Facilit;otor; wendy Annecke; resource person Prof. L. Ackermann

Carla Sutherland reported back for her group;
The group found it impossible- to discuss all the questions in the
short time avai labl •. Discussion ..as needed on ..hat "as me-ant by
a constituent assembly, as ..ell as a Multi-party confe,.ence and
Black Sasn 5 involvement in it. The group focused instead on ..ays
of getting people out of po..er.

Mary Bu .. ton mentioned the impo .. t;once of ;0 constitutional cou .. t, but
very little i'5 kno..n ;obout the i5"'U. and .... need to be informing
ourselves and ot"e ..s. She r ..comme-nde-d the article in t". Weekly Nail
of 8 February whiCh de-alt .. it" some- of t".. questions t"at ..auld hav..
to be addressed by the formation of a constitutional cou .. t. ILRIG "ad
also compiled a useful dossier of information around the constitution.
M. Burton also emp"asised t"e iMportance of c ..eating a climate of
unde- .. standing 01 ..hat .. ights meant, 50 t"at people ..ould know to claim
thei .... ig"t .... Black Sash could playa part in t"is task. Rights MUSt
also be enfo..ceable, ot"er .. ise they ..e ... of no use-.

M. Nas" ....commende-d t"at a po ition p ..p ...
connection .. it" a Black Sas" vi point on all
sent to all t"e ....gion ... for -comm..nt by a
collated and a final ve .."ion developed for
,.",gions.

could be p,.epared, in
these i"sue", that it b..
c"'rtain date, ,.espon .......
acceptance by all the

Sm.. lle,. ,.egions asked fO,. resources to be sent to them, and generally,
regions ..er...sk.e to "'xc"ange inform.. tion and resources.

General announcements "ere made about mee-tings and a video due- to take
place after supper t"at evening, and the session closed at IB;05.
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SUNDAY. 3 I"ARCH 1~1

SESSION '9
0'l':15 - 10.-.5

Ch~ir: OENISE ACKERMANN
Co-ordinator: KARIN CHUBB......

O.ni •• introduced the session by a"kinQ uS to conside...
the BI.c;k SaSh .11t!'cts U,. I'"ole of ..omen. W .
conside....h.th.... the Black S •• h is an orQ.ni.ation
women"s orQ_ni.aticn.

1'10" the "Ol'"k 01
• Iso ••keo to
of "o"en 0"- ..

The Black Sa"'"
opp..... ion. ano

is in
..omen"s

tl'1. Ousin•••
rights ..... 01

Of fiQhtinO
impo,.tance.

.0'

Jul ia .ta,.t..d .... ,. " ..s ..a"c~
Con1 ..~ ....c •. It ~.s involvRd
folk "ave b••n detainRd.
bu"d..n/add.d ".5ponsibility
"ave b..en politicised.

Karin Chubb (Cape Western)
(pap.... 27: ~Post-Ap.,.theid South Afric.: Changing the Quard at

Tuynhuys or liberation 10r .117M
)

Karin C...... bo·" 'ocus ...as to IrKamine Blac;:k Sa .. '" work 'rom .. oend....
p....p.ctiv•. She sU90ested we,

• 10,.~ clos. links .. ith ..... -b•••d ano other
..o~.n·. oro_nisations,

• link ano network int.,.n.ti~.lly.

• riQorOU51y analY5R WO-.n'5 ~i9~t5 a~d needs: R~9aQR i~

f •• i"is&,
• take action to bec~e a Dol~tical o~9anisation in

~.Iation to wo~.

Julia SeQar (AI~ny)

Hidden Burden, The i.pact of dRt..... t.ion on the ooo&e"
left. behind~)

fo~ this paPR~ before the 1990 National
in-depth intRrvi_5 with we...., ..he•• kin­
S.... found t~at a 9~eat d ..al of t~

f.11 on very ordinary we","" whe "'ay not

• d.t..ntion hit them ~a"d financially,
* st,.....ed by emotional bu..d ..n.,
* majo.. ity found t~. di.t ..... inQ .~p... ience a st ...n;t~..nlnQ on.

and b.cam.. b.ttR.. abl. to cop.,
* coun ... lling wa5 also n••d.d 10" t~05e left bR~i~d (1amlI1.5 of

detain...sl.



Janet S~all (TRAC)
(paper 27.2: "De~anding a Place under the Kgotla Tree: Rural ,..glnen's

access to land and power")
Janet's pape ... dealt with women in .... l.tion to l.nd .

Th. Bl.ck
ne.d to
• ttention

Sash can assist with the linking of
look closely .t women'~ position
to issues of land owne ...ship .

...u ..... l
00

womlm's
the l ..nd

g ...oups. We
and d ...aw

The... e is ....... l .. tion~hip between women's access to land, to politic .. l
and domestic powe"', ...nd women'~ ~elf-este.m.

We can help const ...uct channels so that women's voices c.n be hea"'d.

Sandra Bu...man (Cape Western)
spoke on p ...oblems with ...ega ... d to maintenance. She asse ... ted th.t. the
hu~band/fathe... should pay m.intenance. State maintenance should only
be g ....nted e.g. if the f ... the ... has dis.pp.a ....d.

Sand ... a suggested the Black Sash can involve itself by:

* educating wome nabout the system and thei ... "'ights,
* fO"'ming p ssu... e g ... oups

fo ... c ... e ting a child allowance paid by the state
to the custodian,
hi ... ing the se...vice.. of "g"'annies" to be paid by the
community.

family. lnt....n.tional
Un i ted Na t ions membe...

(pape... 27.3:
Dot Cleminshaw (Cape Western)

"Women'S Hu~an Rights to Info...med
Issues")

Men and "Om.n have equal ... ights to found a
human- ... ights 1 ..... is leg.lly binding on all
.. tates inclUding South Af ... ica.

Choice on Gender

Dot emphasi ..ed that women have the ... ight to:

* f ...eedom of exp....ssion.
* cont ol thei ... own bodies, fe ... tility and abotion,
* ente into ma ...... iage.
* equality in the l ...bou... ma ... k.t - equal pay fo ... equal wo... k •
• u .... of te ... m "gende ... equ... l".

we need
th...ougn

to se iously conside...
gende opp"'ession,

Appeal to chu ...ches to look at abo ... tion and bi ... th cpn .. rol. We need also
to think about ..omen's human ... ights and AIDS.

Discussion followed:
Joyc.. S ok .. loved the id..a of paying g"'annies - a fo ...gotten g ...oup -
fo ... thei ca"'e. 51'1" u ...ged the Black S.~h to pu ... sue the idea a .. it
would benefit tne ..hole community.

The... e was much inte est a ...ound the idea put fo wa...d by Ka ... in Chubb
that ..e becpm epo... ting non-gove...nment o ganisation (NGOl on
..omen's issues to th.. U.N. It "as suggested that w.. d ....w on case
docum..ntation of gend..... i ..~ue.. f om advice offices and analyse thi'~

...esea ...ch fo ... p ...esentation. It w sugg..sted that the weste ... ., concept
of feminism may ..ell be ve ... y diffe.....nt f ...om Af ... ican ..omen's concept ­
develop a unified concept of feminism.



20

1 S~ support..cl Black 5 ..51'l 0,.CO..1n9 ....,.poortinQ NGO out ..e 1'1••0 to
take into account tn. size of the chQre and d.cide on o....... t .....

2 "9 should consid." how we can make input into policy.
3 the .rea in w!'ltch Janet Small worked - empow..rin9 rur.l women to

sp.ak fa ... U.em•• lve. - should be work.., on very actively ano U,•
.........ch documented to rai•• puclic ......en•••.

up the subiect of build!n; communication
the",. be dir.cted at women with pow.... Sne
Karin Chubb". SUQgestion, .~p sed .n~i.ty

focus on welfa ..e tl"l at" va ..y
Africa no...

Sh••na Duncan orouQht
channel. and ...ked that
also, althouljIl'l .~clt.d at
that we concentrate Our
Important issues in Sauln

Tn some contrQve y ..cout ..neth aoortion I should b.eo....
a'" is.u. fo .. t.~ BI ...:k S ANC ....d ot. Q"oull••• "ovi"'Q t.o d •
•• ki"'Q Ilolicy d • .:i.ion. fo Ilo .. tion on dem....d. Oct Cle.. l ..
••Il i ••d t .... t ..0 ..........10'. t 1Q ... t to .:o.e to .... i ... 10....ed .nd
cou II.d deci.ion on cf\OosinQ .n .oo.. tion.

Oeni.. Ac ke..st.nn p"oPOSI!'Cl t .... t N. tion.1 E"..,u t i v. inv.stiQ. t. the
1....10ility of BI • .:k S tteco.. inQ ...ePO.. tinQ NGO. T"'i...ec.iv.d
... jo.. ity .uPPO.. t 1 ..om conf c ...

SESSION 10

11;1:5 - 13100

Business Session

IBIRGA THOMAS in tn. cn.i .. )

,.... ", dqu.... t 1 C.p.
Tolly ot..d t t It ....d
en,:ou".QI!'Cl ot gions

w•• t ....n
been 1 ...
to think

no.. i .... tl!'Cl unoppo.ed.
C.P. West ....... fo...1"
of t.ki...g it on.

,.
.M

1."1 P ..esident
J ....ny de Tolly. un.ni.ous·("'o ot...... n~in••• '

vic..-P idlfflfl.'
C .... i .. cl i1i.d conStitutlOn.1 poss11l1Iiti ... (t ....... ).

C.ndy M.I ....... o.: 11n.n.:i.1 1~pli.:.tion ".g...di"'<;1
....p ..esent.. tiv tt.ndinQ ."t d ..d n.tion,)1 ." ...:utlvl!
(.i .. fa ..es " numb 01 ....eting i.: .....as 2 in IqqO).

..e<;lion.. 1
me.tings

T...nsv 1 in 1.vou.. of gion.. l .... p ......nt.tion, v ...y ..... Ipful .:ont • .:t;
v y impo.. t..nt fo el fa ..e of BI • .:k Sa ; Vi.:.-p..esident 10"
Mout.ide" gion .top. t .......p nt.. tiv f ..om ".Qion co.. inQ to
m... ting... T i .. nll"'ination fo 10'1.:. p ..e.id..nt i. only in .: •••
t",.y ··Io.e w tl'lls ...cognition.

c... E•• t ....n:
to ,",ot..?



Albany in favou~ of regional representatives but favour continuity.

00 T~an ..va ... 1 ...nd Border .. ithdra.. thei~

pre.. identS? Decided that nece..s.ry to
first.

nominations for
vote for ..hich

vic.­
"model"

Clarity needed on
representative
be ..hared.

..hether propo... 1 ..as for only one (continuous)
or ..hether. a .. Natal Coastal does, the t .... k could

Although r.gion .. 1 repre"entation ..as only funded by National
Headqua~ters in three broad geographic a~eas. there ..as nothing
to prevent regions or sub-regions from sending every Chairperson
or her representative to each National Executive meeting.

CI .. rity: vice-president doe.. not have to be only representative from
region. Regional chai~s ~re entitled to attend N.. tional Executive
meeting ... but it i .. unlikely that smaller region .. c ..n afford to
send representatives.

Chair summarised three models:

NO "out"ide" vice-pr ..sident. but regional
(regional participation negotiable, depending on

repre"entative"
fund,,)

,
1, 2 or ;$ vic ..-presid.nt ..
headqu.. rter" .. ~egion

.. ith one could be from outside

3 Vice-president from outsid" plu .. ~egional representatives

Vote: Mod .. I 1 - 0
Model 2 - 35
Mod .. I 3 - 3
Ab.. tention • 1

"Ou tside" v ice-presiden t nomina tion.... i thdra..n .

Mary Burton: nominated as vice-pr ... ident by Cape Western.
Karin Chubb: nominated as vic.-p~.sident by Noel Robb.

Unanimously accepted.

Advice Office co-o~dinator: Sheena Duncan (unoppo".d)

Other executive memoers: Ros Bush (Cap.. W.... tern)
Sue Philcox (Cape Western)
Sarah-Anne Raynham (C. W./Magaline)

Advice Office T~ust

One othe~ to be elected by trustees l .. ter thi .. yea~. Conference
nominated Ma~y Kleinenberg (Natal) and Tony Ticl<ton (nominated by Beva
Runciman). Mary Burton noted that .." Cape We.. tern al~eady had three
trustees. other regions should b. given prefe~ence for no... Beva
Withdr.... her nomination ..nd it ..a" noted that this nomination ..as
important in future. Would National Executive be assisting smaller
regions"

J.nny de Tolly noted that at pre"ent three broad regions ..ere defined
and ..ould be paid for on p~esent budgeting. Other additional costs
..auld be either paid by the ~egion or throug~ differ..nt fundrai"ing by
National Executive.



"
(JENNY DE TOkLY in th~ ~hair)

(See
'.3

Appendix 2 for resolutions}
Resolution 1 - Associate membRrship:
National Constitution.

proposed changes to the

Cape Western and Natal Coastal vote needs ratification by •
special regional meeting.

Vote' 3q in favour of acceptance

1.3.2 Section 7 (iii) b: to clarify status of non-delegate
and associate members at National Conference
Vote: 32 in favour

~ abstentions

1.3.3 Section a (iii), - membership status 01 National Treasurer and
National Secretary

Vote: unanimous in favour

1.3.4 Section 11 (ii); - rights of associate members at brancn or
group level.

Noel Robb notes this is not a national matter.

Transvaal"s position is that it is unconstitutional to allo~ this
in a regional con~titution but not in a national con~titution.

Which con~titution overrules another? National Con~titution

allow~ for application for regional chang_5/amendment5.

All members at branch and group level

6 in favour
22 against

8 abstentions

Request that an a-ended National Constitution
be circulated to all regions

a~ 5DDn' as possible.

1.3.~ Resolution 2

Re50lution 2.1: National Conference Re~olution proposed by

National Headquarters (national levyl

Re50lution 2.2: Resolution from Border withdrawn.

Re50lution 2.3: Transvaal strpngly oppose5 both National'5
propo~al and amendments. Want a national budget each year well
before conference, to be considered by regipns, and then the levy
to be decided at National Conference.

al Natipnal Proposal
II in favour
24 against



bl Transyaal Proposal
30 in favour

" against
5 abstentions

Transyaal opposed to late introdu~tion of this proposal; needs to
be dis~ussed.

Glenda Gloyer to take UQ writing out and aotiyation, for
~ir~ulation and r~ional dis~ussion. To ~ ~onsidered at 1~~2

National Conferen~e.

1.3.7 Recoccendation fr~ Natal MidlandS on tne use of non-seMist
lanQuaQe by the Bla~k Sash' a~~ebt~ unani-eusly.

1.4. Insuran~e ~ases (Paper 16.1) - Albany will ~bordinat. a ~amoaign

on the issue.

1.5 State~ents (See AppendiM 3)

1.5.1 Statement on deatn of Bheki Mlangeni' small group to rewrite.
[Later read to ~onferen~e and a~~ePt~.J - .,.t......"t 3', CCB

1.6.3 Transyaal s,.t..."t 6 on Winnie Mandel· tri.l.
N.tional i. asked to PUt in for~ Of st .cent with both points
in~luded. To avoid •• squoting try to elude state and ANC in
single sentences.

B for {longer) statement
23 against
27 for shortened statement

1.6.6 Arms~or s'a'.-Pnt ~ (from Transyaal regional coun~ill ac~ept~

unopposed with amendments.

1.6.7 Land and Shelter sta,..."t J. Accepted witn a-.nd~ents and
National EMecutiye to con~ider change of order of paragraphS.

\.t:.e Soc:ia! Welfare
al Re~om..ndation to regions. starting with parity campaign, or
welfare rights campaign. Sue yan der Merw. to write UP and
Circulate.

bJ Role of para-so~ial workers; Rosie yan Wyk Smith to
coordinate.

1.6.9 Eyening discussions
Query about notes from tnese meeting•. These to be giyen to
National EMecutiye for circulation.

1.6.10 All statements to be circulated by National EMe~utiYe as .oon
as pos•• ble.



1.7 Transvaal tQ hQst natiQnal eQn1erenee in 1992.
Should it be r~sidential? Re;ions will be asked QpiniQn thrQu;h
eireul.r 1rQm NatiQnal EKeeutive.
Bi; thank you tQ NatiQnal EKeeutive 1Qr wonder1ul eon1erenee.

Tn. wordS Qf a ~tribute SQnQ~

eo.,pcJsed by C.rl. Sutherl.nd,
their ne.rt1elt pr.i.e•.

tQ C.s.andr. P.rker .nd her e.terers,
_re distributed .nd eon1erenee s.n;



APPEMOIl 2

RBSOLUTION 1

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP: PROPOSEO CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION

1 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES (Section 3)
Hove 3 (iv) to 3 (v) and include a new 3 (iv) es follows:

(iv) "To address in all its work ho'" each area of such work
aUects women."

This was voted on and passed unanimously ",ith 39 votes in favour,

2 SECTION 7 (iii) b:
At present this section illlplies that only ordinary Ilelllbers are
entitled with the perllission of the chairperson to attend and to
speak at national conferences, In practice, associate lIIellbers
have attended and have spoken. For the sake of olarity, this
should be chan~ed to:
"Any associate lIlelllber of the Ora:anisation and any ordinarY Ilelllber
of the Or~anisation who ill not a dele~ate shall be entitled to
attend at any Hational Conference but shall have no vote.~

This was voted on and passed. 32 in favour, 5 abstentions.

3 SECTIOH 8 (iii):
The oonstitution is silent on the Ilellbership status required for
Hational Secretary and Hational Treasurer. Section B (iii) should
therefore be revised to read liS follows:
~There shall be a Hational President. one or two or three Vice­
P::"esidents, a Nationlll Advice Office Co-ordinator. a National
Trellsu::"er. a National Secretary and a !'la~a.z:ine Editor, all of
wholl shall be ordinary DeDbers of the Ora:anisation.~

This WIIS voted on and passed unaniilOUsly.

4 SECTION 11 (iii)
There is no lIention of the ri~hta of associate Ilellbers at branch
or ~roup level. This can be taken to i.ply that full
participation (votin~, servin~ on cOllmittees etc.) ia perllissible
at this level. It so. it should be spell. out that these ria:hts
apply to ordinary as 101011 as to associate lIlellbers: "All lIIelibers
(ordinary as "'ell as associate) lIlay vote at branch level and
serve on branch or group cOllllllitt,ees." If not, it should be lIIade
clear that "office bearers are to be ordinary lIlelilbers. elected by
ordinary lIIembers,"

This was rejected. 22 votes a~ainst, 6 in favour lind 8 abstentions.



RESOLUTION 2

2.1 National Conference Resolution proposed by National Headquarters

Hotiv<'ltian: In tllrms of the resolution adopted by 1990 National
Conference to increase the levy payable to National headquarters out
of <ordinary) llIeJlbership SUbscriptions, the aJlount of the levy is to
be reviewed by Conference annually. For several reasons it appears
advisable to accept the principle that the levY be increased each year
and to fix the rate of escalation:

a) A study of the annual balance sheets makes clear that

Headquarters' expenditures (travel costs, secretary's salary,
office hire, fax and telephone, etc.) increase each year.

b) Postponement of necessary increases only means that the blow is

more severe when it comes. e.g. in 1990 the levy had to be raised
frolll R2,40 to R13.60 because there had been no increase for 11
years. If the levy is to be increased by 15 per cent in 1991,
the levy will be RI5,64.

c) Time and ener8Y at National Conference can be saved if the matter
of the levy does not have to be debated every year.

RESOLUTION: It is resolved that the levy p<'lyab1e to N<'ltion<'ll

Headquarters out of membership subscriptions be increased

.,nnua11y at the rate of 15 per cent per annUD.

This was voted on as follows' 11 in favour, 24 against.

2.2 National Conference resolution proposed by BORDER REGION In
response to National Headquarters resolution that the levY payable to
National Headquarters be increased annually at the rate of 15 per cent
per annulll.

RESOLUTION:
It is resolved that the National Executive be authorised to increase
the levy payable to National Headquarters out oJ' membership
subscription at a rate of up to 15 per cent per annum if they consider
this necessary.

This resolution was withdrawn without being voted upon.



2,3 Resolution re National levy from S. TRANSVAAL REGION:
While recoliilnising the need for Headquarters to raise levies to lIleet
growinliil expenses, we nevertheless do not believe that this should be
autolllatic.

RESOLUTION:
Ne therefore resolve that the Headquarters budget for the forthconing
year be ciroulated prior to oonference to enable regions to study it
and to Itlake informed deoisions regarding the levy every year at
National Conference.

This resolution was voted on and passed. 30 in favour, 4 aliilainst, 5
abstentions.

RESOLUTION 3

RESOLUTION FROM ALBANY REGION:

Each region shall have an equal number of' voting deleilates but any
number of official Observers at National Conferenoe irrespective of
the paid~up membership of that Region.

This resolution was not subllitted on tille and could only be accepted
as a recollllendation.

RECOMMENDATION FROM NATAL MIDLANDS REGION

It is generally agreed that language plays a major role in shaping
thouliilhts and actions. The use of inclusive or Iiilender-free language,
defined as language which includes everyone, and eliminates sexist
terminology, is mcre accurate and also less prejudiced.

lie therefore recommend:

The Black Sash, as a .,omen·s organisation, should avoid any use of
sexist language in all its comltlunioations, e.g. publications, letters
to the press, circulars and newsletters.



~
THE BLACK SASH

.5 LONG smEn.MQW8AAy. Troll· TEL66S-3S13·9Lm.-l p.m. MC:lNOAY FRIDAY

STATEI'lENTS FRa'l TI-E 1991 BLACK SASH NATIONAL CONFERENCE.

:5 ",.,.ch, 1991

STATEME-Yr I: LAND AND SHELTEA

The i ••ue of 1.ir and equltable ace••• to land ano snelt.,. must bR
adOr••••a to the proce~. of cr•• tinQ .. new, Just and stab 1. South
A1'riCil.

This i. iI lflilttRr 01 considerable IRQal ilnd emotion,,1 compl.~lty. It
is a major point of conflict now, .nd will continue to bll so until a
broadly aceeptlld natlonAI policy can Oll .stAblished which .ffectively
.c~nowl~9•• - and 1.1rly .dO,.••••• - contendlnQ claims 10r tne right
to l.nd and sheltllr includlnQ tho•• which .r. not n.c••••rily b•••d on
thll we.tllrn concept of priVAte property .nd title o••os .

• 11 p80ple ..rll entitled to .... 1•• secur. ano .1fordable shelt.,. in
an .nvlron~~t th~t provides opportunities for work ~nd fulfil~~t

of other basic ne~s;

t~ process of developing an appropri~te n~tion~l pollCY on land
and ••ttl •••nt Must b& bas~ on the participation of all aff.ct~

parti•• ; and

actlon. Mu.t not be taken now whlCh pr.clude i.ple~entation 01 fair
pollCY in the future.

Calls for a moratorium on the .ale or 1•••• of .tate, public .nd
para-statel land, if that .tran.action effectively relllOVe. land frO/ll
a proce.s of equitable distr4bution.

C.II. for. moratorlum on tne arre.ts for "squattinQ", eviction.
and demolition. of exi.tinQ dwellinQs, .nd removal. in the .b.ence
of a suitable alt.rnative.

Call. for the amendment of the ~revention of 1l18Qal SquattinQ Act
.0 a. to afford the homeles. assistance rather tnan per.ecution.

Commit. it.elf to a long tern campaign to inform it.elf and the
wider community on the ranQe of contending perspective. on land .nd
the right to .helter.



STATDtENT 2:

The Black
penalty.

DEATH PENALTY

reaffirms its committment to ths
The Black Sash notws, intsr alia

abolition of the death
th.t

the moratorium on hangings ha~ be&n lifted and sKecutions are to
resums within a few days

the death penalty is a violation of fundamental human righta

it has been proven that the death p&nalty does not h.ve a deterrant
effect

there are Over 300 people on death row in South Africa

that South Africa has one of the highest execution rates in tne
world.

The Black SaSh resolves to campaign against the resumption of hanging~

in South Africa inclUding the homelandS.

STATEMENT 3:
CCB

The recent horrifying murdsr of Bhski Mlangeni and other unexplainsd
deaths raise the suspIcion that despite all assurance to thw contrary
the hit squads are still operating,

The AUditor-General's special report and the subsequent allocation of
funds confirms the bwlief that the eCB has not been dIsbanded.

The terms of refwrence and hence the findings of the Harma Commisaion
faileo to satisfy us that the question of state sanctioned hit squads
had been adequately investigatsd and sxposed. The findings of of the
jUdge in the Neethling case serves to justi1y this disquiet.

The Black Sash therefore demands of the State President that a new
independent inquiry be opensd with an independent peraon leading the
evidence. all-inclusive terms of reference, open hearings and adequate
provision made for the protsction of witnessas, so that we might at
last be told the truth.

We 1urthur call for the dismissal 01 Magnus Malan.,



Tha aleck Sash is conce~~ed ab~ue ~~~ t~creasing lack of credibility

of the South African Police a~~ the jucicial precess in ~atal. for this

reaaon we call for a full i~vestigaei~n into the murder of Chiaf ~~ohumulo

and the immediate prosec~tion of those implicated.

We are increasingl aware that reconstruc:ion in Natal remaina impossible

whilst violence in the region continues. Until the process of law and

order ia seen to work, this violence is certain to coneinue.

STATL'lE.'fT 5 A&HSCOR ~ BE ~DE ACCOUNTABLE

The Black Sash notes e~t Soueh Africa ia the fift!l largen anq;

ezporter in tile world, and thus contributes to the process of global

ailitarisaeion.

The Black Sasll conde.ns the secrecy aurrounding 1Ir:15 salu lind the deal­

ings of ARHSOOR. The BLack Sash calls for the abolition of the A~nts

Development lind Production Act liS it prollibita the disclosure of "lIny

information in ralation to the acquisition, supply. marketing, importationm

ezport, development, manufacture, maintenance or repair of, or research

in connection with arllllUllnets."

There are also aome 150 companies whicll are ezempt, by .iniaterial

decree, frOll diacloaing Lnformation of their operations in ar.s sales an

purc!lasea.

STA~ 6,

The Black Saah !lationa! Conference exprsss.ea ita profound disquiet o'ler

e"ents surrounding the case of State vs Sitllole (the~innie Mandela" Trial)

and seeks a response

(a) frOlll the State, which has failed to ensure the fastest poasible appear­

ance in court of the people charged with tile related offences. and has

failed to provide protection for the witnesses; and

(b) from tile ANC, Which should express itself unequivocally against

intimidation of witnesses and all other attempts to frustrate the admin­

tstration of justice.

Along with other South Africans who belie"ee~ta truly just legal system,

independent of any outside pressure or influence is an absolute prerequisite

for any state which purports to call itself democratic, the Black Sash



Statement 6 continued ....

has been extremely pur~urbe~ at the ~vencs surroundi~& the State vs

SHho1e case.

Our disquiet stems from two sourtes. One oi these has been the delay On

the part of the State in bringing char~es against those believed to have

been responsible for the death of James Sepei (Stompie: and its subsequent

inability to protect its ovo witnesses and even to produce all the accused.

"Stompie" was found dead in Februar)" 1989. Only some 15 months later did

the trial of Jerry Richardson begin. It finished in August 1990. The State

chose not to prosecute Winnie Mandala at the time despite the fact that

her name featured prominently right through the Richardson trial. The

"explanation" of the Attorney General for not charging her at the time

is neither satisfactory nor convincing. These circumstances give rise to

considerable media specu1acion and co~ent "hile Mrs Mande1a was not

provided "ith a forum to challenge or defend herself against implied accu­

sations.

Our second source of concern is the apparent indifference on the part of

the African National Conference to the kidnapping and disappearance of a

key "itness. and to the intimidation of other potential witnesses. We

are also perturbed by their evident support for the activities of demon­

strators outside the Supreme Court "ho, in the name of the organisation,

have acted in a manner "hich is not condusive to optimism about freedom

of expression or opposition in the future.

The people of South Africa have no confidence in a judicial system which

for more than forty years has enforced unjust laws. Nevertheless until

such time as this is changed. the courts are the only means of trying

people charged with criminal offences.

As "e look to"ard the future aqd involve ourselves in the process of re­

constr~ct~on, t~e Black S~sh would li~e co believe that the government of

tomorro". in "hich the ANC is certain co playa leading role. will estab­

lish and stand by a judicial system t~t is independent and incorruptible.

a system in which all are free to seek the protection of the courts and

of State authorities and in which none are exepmt from the processes of

justice.

We would therefore expect of and ask the ANC, which has long opposed

injustice under the National Party Government, to condemn acts of intim­

idation of witnesses. attempts to frustrate the administration of justice

and untoward acts of support for any accused which may give the impression

that any member of the organisation is considered to be above the la".


	min19910301.026.001.000.p000a-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p000b-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p001-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p002-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p003-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p004-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p005-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p006-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p007-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p008-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p009-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p010-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p011-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p012-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p013-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p014-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p015-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p016-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p017-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p018-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p019-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p020-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p021-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p022-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p023-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p024-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p025-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p026-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p027-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p028-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p029-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p030-800.gif
	min19910301.026.001.000.p031-800.gif

