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in black and white
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Facing the challenge

Welcome to the University

Welcome 1o the place where learning takes on & dif-
feremd meaning, where we sit in lecture theatres and
where we do not have (o go (o classes il we do not wish
to. Welcome also to an environmenl where new ideas are
welcomed, and where, we hope, people learn to think for
themselves.

Usniversities are different - free. friendly. large, with
choices to be made and interests 1o Tollow. Universities,
it seems. are different from anything we have ex-
perienced before - including the discipline and nuthority
of the army, the narrowness of the schools, and the
resirictions of owr parents.

This may be so. But we must remember we are still
part of that world. Schools irained us for university. Our
university trains us for business. And settling down to
our fulure jobs will go hand in hand with beginning & new
generation which will go through sim ilar experiences to
our own.

We are still part of something larger than what we ex-
perience al wnmiversity. We are still part of society and
have s responsibility to . We are developing ideas
which will benefit society, and will be trained lor jobs in
that same society. We are also still subject to the rules of
“outh Africa.

Antd Sowth Africa is a sirange place. It is complex and
filled with coalict. Every day we hear of strikes, lghts
and struggles. We are told that in 8 few months we will
be governed under & new [ype of parliament, that there
will be changes in our education system. and that
Africams will mo loager be sllowed imto the cities unles
they have both a job and & house.

In our umiversities we will hear of student dissatisfac-
thon with the way our courses are being run, with the
lack of inMuence students have in the universily, and ol
being able to determine what courses should be (nught
with what content.

All these guestions might mot appear (o have amy
relevance (o the isswes ol hand - how well will we do in
our exams, and whai courses we need (o pass (0 become
lawyers, dbctors, teachers, engineers or whalever.

Bul they do. One needs only to think of why we, ms
group of particular individuals are able to study and not
others. Whal makes us special? Certainly, there are
some highly imtelligent prople among our ranks. All of
us have passed owr matric well enough to get into univer-
sity.

But think of those who hasve not. (O the white matric
writers 90 percent passed. OF the black siudents. only 50
percest made the grade. (M those only few got university
entrances, and of those fewer will be accepted becawse of
the raised admissions mark. For anybody who wishes to
look, one will see a vast difference in the siandards of
black and white education. Bantu education is inferior -
seven limes less money is spent on each black child, in-

sdequaie classrooms and an average of sintly pupils to

each teacher.

50, in the mere Mact thal we, and nol others, are able
to sttend this clite institwtion. we can see how Sowth
Aflrica operates.

It is racially divided and conaflict ridden. There is gross
oppression and exploitation. There is inequality in every
nook and crammy. even beiween ourselves, our lecturers
and the people who run the university. Student organisa-
tioms have for many years tnken up these inequalities.
MNusas on the white English campuses, Araso on the
black campuses. and Cosas im the black schools have
acknowledged the role students play in shaping society
snd the role sociely plays in shaping students.

Because of the inequalities, we are able (o learn and
develop skills.The student organisations believe we
should Might to give others the same opportumities as we
ourselves have. In addition, they explore ways in which
the select few can wtilise what they learn lor the greatest
benelit of the greatest number.

Inevitably these student organisations camsod do this in
s vacuum. They have had to keep pace with the develop-
ments in South Africa to see what role students can play
in it at sny point. They have also had to engage society
sl large - protesting against injustices where they are
found. pointing to ways in which South Africa can be
buwilt imto & democracy. challeaging racism and ine-
quality, and posimg mew alternatives o apartheid

This year the challenge remains. We will again be in-
volved - whether we like it or mot - im South Africa’s
problems. And we will have to [ace the challenge of the
changes being imposed on us. The choice, then, is simple
- will we meel that challenge, take part in owr stwdent
organisations and flight the injustices. or will we s back
and prelend thal we have nothing (o do with whai is go-
ing on?

In addition we (ace snother challenge. Students cannot
achieve change by themselves. To do this we must link
up with all those democrais elsewhere siruggling to
achieve the same a5 ws - & free. democratic and now-
racial South Africa. In the course of this we might well
Tace the irom (st of apartheid. Student leaders have been
detnined, banned snd put on irisl by the govermment.
Sometimes the police have come onlo campus to stop
peacelul protests. But this is not something which sheuld
siop ws. Instead, we should Mght againsi repression and
resisl what most South Africans experience every day n
different ways

The student movement is getting stronger every year.
As time goes by more people are able to see that il the

government carries along its present course, we can oaly
end up with more, nol less coallict. To build »
democratic South Africa more people are starting o
work for . Democracy will not jusi happen - it has (o be
built. And we can start building where we lind ourselves -
in the universities.
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NUSAS CONGRESS

or change

IF FRIENDS, parents or CLff
Saunders and the SABC never told
you, Nusas Congres is:

@held once a year.

@open to all students.

@the policy making forum for Nusas
afMiliated campuses.

It is the place where:
@discussion groups on all areas rele-
vanl (o student life ake place.
@national and international issues are
debated.

@motions are workshopped.
presented (o the congress, and ac
cepted or rejected.

@previous policy s scrapped and new
policy formulated.

@report backs from student organisa-
tions like the South Afncan Student
Travel Service (SASTS), and campus
report backs occur.

Issues on the agenda included the
expansion of student benefits offered
by MNusas. A vac accomodation
scheme, student discounts and *Swilt
Lift" are schemes offered by th-
national union. The South Africa)
Student Travel Service (Sasts), offer-
ing cheap travel is another major pro
ect

Congress elects a non-stop travell
ing leadership o its Head Office
They co-ordinate national student ac-

Aerid
M Tas tivity

Workin

AT DAWN on December 6, 1983, 250
singing and exhausted students
emerged from the Wits Student Union
Building after their longest sitting ever
— & nine hour marathon.

The 61st Nusas Congress was over.
After five days of gruelling discussions
and debates, Nusas had thoroughly as-
sessed the pasl year and planned
ahead for 1984,

‘It was a profoundly educative five
days,’ said one student.

The theme ‘Students meeting the
challenge of change' was adopted by
the congress. The theme gives broad
direction to Nusas activity on the cam-
puses.

Kate Philip, unanimously elected
Musas president for the second year
running said: “In choosing the theme
Musas campuses recognised the
responsibility of working for
democratic change. It is only students
who will, and can, bring about that
change to their campuses.’

‘Congress understood very clearly
the role students must play in fighting
for equal education in South Africa'
she said.

"Through our participation in the
United Democratic Fronl, we abko
have a role to play in the broader
struggle for democracy in South
Africa.’

A success identified by the congress
wis mass student mobilisation around

the government's Quota Bill. It was 1 . - Delegates vote on poll

-
withdrawn in mid-year. A close look ;
4 )

ai the new governmen! admissions
president Oscar |  Mpetha (right) recelves

and subsidy formula is planned as a
follow up to the campaign.
ovation al Nusas Congress opening |
W\

The effective use of Faculty Councils
and Student Representative Councils _a standing
(SRC's) were seen as important in
bringing aboul changes on campus,
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STUDENTS

High praise for
Beyers Naudé

AT THE 1981 Nusas Congress in
December delegates unanimopusly
elected banned clenic, Dr C F Beyers
MNaude, as their honorary Presidem for
the seventh time.

Beyers has never been able lp ac-
ceplt the position because of his bann-
ing order,

Ly Naude was first detained in 1977,
Just 20 years carlier he was a popular
MNGK dominee and a member of the
Broederbond. Refllecting on this
drastic change, Nusas president, Kate
Philip. sasd:

‘Beyers has moved [rom the heart of
Afrikaner verkramptheid to a position
where he has come 10 be recognised
both in South Afnca and inter-
nationally as a democrat.’

From his position as dominee and
Broederbonder. Dr Naude gradually
became aware of the mjuslices
South Afnca and of the struggles of its

oppressed people.

In December 1961, he attended a
gathenng of churches lo discuss racial
conllict in South Afnca, al Cotlesloe.
A document condemning apartheid
was drawn up

Although NGK delegates at the con-
ference approved the document, their
synod rejected it. Eventually Naude
remained the only NGK delegate to
support il

In August 1963, at a mecting of
about 250 clergy. the Christian In-
stitute was formed with Beyers Naude
as its director. | hs invoked the disap-
proval of the NGK church and he was
removed from his position as a
dominee.

I'he Chnstian Institute planned 1o

attempd 1o convince whites, especially
Afrikaners. of the injustices of
apartheid.

In the late 1960's, the Christian In-
stitute began to sponsor the Spro-Cas
investigation and reporis into alter-
nalive ways of goverming South
Africa. The lasi Spro-Cas report ad-
vocaled a democratic syslem of
government.

Peter Randal, in & book which pays
iribute to Beyers Naude, illustrates the
change in his personal views:

‘Towards the end, Naude was
prepared to consider equal salaries for
all Chrstian Institute staff, from the
cleaners 1o himsell.’

Tne government responded harshly
to the Institute in the 1970's. The
Schlebusch Commission. which con-
ducted investigations into a number of
organisations, led to the Christian In-
stitute being declared an ‘aiTected
orgamisation’. 1 meant that # could
no longer receive funds from overseas
OFganistions.

Iin 1977 both Beyers Naude and the
Christian Institute were banned. He
wis banned for five years initially and
rebanned for a further three years in
1982.

After Dr Maude's re-election as
honorary president, Kate Philip said:

‘Beyers is a symbol of hope for
MNusas. We are trying to challenge the
ideas people have got from SATY,
from twelve years of Christian
Mational Education. from the SADF.
Beyers Naude is an inspinng example
that people can change their ideas and
can commil themselves Lo justice.’

Honor
|:|r|~|I|:IA|r:1‘I — Naudé

Get in control of your faculties

NUSAS HAS pledged itsell 1o
building strong and dynamic student
councils in faculties on s camMpuses.

This emerged at its recenl national
congress held at Wils lasi year,

‘Faculty Councils are the mosi
direct form of representation available
o students. and deal with the central
feature of students’ university life —
our education,” suxd Musas president,
Kate Philip.

“Through Faculty Councils we can
most effectively give voice o student
grievances, such as bad lecturers, in-
appropnrale course conlenl, more
time for exams and any other
problems facing students,” she saud.

Students representing several Faculty

Councils from each of the English
speaking universities met for discus-
sion during the congress commitlee
SES5I0N.

Common areas of concern, such as
class representatives, were discussed.
Class reps were seen as a crucial link
between the Faculty Council and cach
class

*It 1 only through close communica-
tion that we can lnd out what the
problems are and plan action,” said
another delegate. An  information
booklel on class reps is to be brought
oul by Musas,

Another topic on the agenda was
student representation on decision-
muking bodies in the university. Some

Faculty Councils have full voting
nghts on Faculty Boards, while others
have Lo make do with observer status.

Faculty Councils will question the
responsibility education places on stu-
dents to contribute positively to
SOCIELY.

‘Faculty Councils are concerned
with education which will alfect the
future. Mot just oyr individual futures
but with the fulure of society as a

| whole

"We are being entrusted with
knowledge and skills necessary for
keeping society going. What we are
taught has real effects on people’s
lives when implemented in the real

world," said Philip,

How the
other half
failed

SOUTH AFRICA'S dunce has done
it again and come botiom of the class.

Bantu education — that bankrupt,
understalfed, overcrowded pupil of
the government — has churmed out
appalling resulls once again.

Ihe most recent viclim is the matric
class of 1983, Half lailed.

Black educationalists and teacher
organisations have reacted angrily to
the resulls.

I'he Congress of South Afncan Stu-
dents (Cosas) sand 1n a resolution it
believed the high lailure rate was,
“snother painful reminder of the racist
gutler education system under which
oppressed students sulfer,

It wccused the government of “fixing
the cxam results so as Lo cul down the
number of scudemic siudents al un-
iversilies und schools forcing the ma-
pority of pupils into technikons to ac-
quire skills directly needed by the so-
caulled private sector.’

The African Teachers Asociation
of South Afnca (Atasa) blamed the
governmenl af its recent annual con-
ference held in Port Elizabeth.

lts president, Mr R L Peleni, said
the Associglion was “disturbed’ by the
failure ralte and ‘the faults of the
Bantu education system.’

‘A greal deal of money and a
dynamic education policy could arrest
the crisis in black education,’ he said.

Atasa and other education groups

have wdentilied the problems as:

®0Overcrowded classes.

@A chronic lack of teachers and a
shortage of teacher training facilities.
®Unequal expenditure. For every
rand spent on a black child, RI) s
spent on a white child.

@Poor teaching facilities.

The president of the National
Education Union of South Africa,
Mr Curtis Nkondo, said the results
were a refllection of the system of
racial education in South Africa.

He said racial education made sure
that oppressed and exploited people
got inferior schooling. This was
designed (o create a pool of cheap
labour.

‘Education in South Africa was in-
troduced to control and in-
doctrinate’, he said.

The only solution was a unitary,
non-racial and democratic education
system.

Dr K Hartsehorn, a member of the
government commission into educa-
tion said 80 percent of black teachers
had a standard 8 certificate and two
years of posi-matnc traning.
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Crowded classrooms: Facing a bleak future

Backdoor quota

ki

okayed by admins

WHILE STUDENTS were gearing up
for end of year exams, universily
authorities announced a new scheme
for siudent admissions.

According lo the new crileria
gcademic entrance requiremenis for
new students will be siricler, And o
students wanl 1o continue their un-
iversity studies they will have to im-
prove Lheir pass rales.

Admissions are now Lied 10 & new
government formula for working oul
universily subsidies. University
authorities accepled the formula late
last year.

Dr) B.Z Louw of the University
Advisory Council. a governmenl
body. sad ° I'he cleverer the students
the university can altract, the bigger
will be the dividends for the univer-
sity.”

Before the change, government sub-
sidies depended on the tolal number
of students regisiered at & university.
MNow they will be closely tied o the
total number of students who pass

high- prestige research and post-
graduate study,

Educationalists have criticised the
changes as a step backward as more
people will be denied university
education.

But the strongest opposition has
been on the grounds thait the new
maves are racially discriminatory and
will limit the number ol black students
al white universities — the aim of the
Quota Act which was dropped alter
nationwide protests.

Mark Orkin. a Wiis University
Sociology researcher said his findings
show Lhat Wits would be dis-
criminating against backs if it in-
creased enlrance reguirements.

‘Because of their inferior education
the proportion of black students ex-
cluded would be much higher than for
whites ”, he sad.

ANy university owes it 10 the pursuil
of knowledge and 1o the tax paying
public of all races 1o try and aitract
the mosi able students.’

‘But it would be perpetuating
apartheid education if, in the
knowledge of the present staggering
disparity it. relied exclusively on the
segreguted matnc syslems L0 measure
ability’. he said.

A statement released by the
Congress of South African Students
{Cosas) which represents black
scholars sd they saw the raising of
yniversity entrance requirements as
‘oppressive and discriminatory against
black students. especially at this time
when black education has taken
another leap down the drain as
reflected by the 1981 matric exam
results.”

*There s no doubt that this measure
i5 in line with the Quota Bill system
which the government attempled o
introduce”, the statement said,

Ihe Mational Union of South
Aflrican Students (MNusas)last year
spearheaded a campaign lo opposc
the Quota Bill,

Jubilation
and failure
for matrics

JUBILATION GREETED ihe msn-
nouncement of the 198} white
matriculation results. 93 percent pas-
sed.

Afrcan lellow students had Ittle
cause 10 celebrate. Hall had Tailed.

Of the 73 B4] African candidates
only 50.4 percent passed, and a mere 7
500 received university exemption. OF
these, only a handful will get into un-
iversities because of a shortage of
funds and a raise in university
enirance crilena.

[r Ken Hartshorne, 8 member of
the De Lange Commission into
education said al the Ume: “The
chickens are coming home 10 roost —
we are now al the botiom of the
trough.’

De Lange was set up by the govern-
ment i the wake of the 1980 school

boycotts. It made recommendations
for reflorms in education.

Harshorne said black pupils and
teachers work in a system they reject,
— ‘it's & psychological thing.'

‘Ihe results are a rejection ¢
separale education system.’

The results were disastrous consider-
mg -the skills shoriage [acing the
country. “I'here need o be changes
made to the whole structure of educa-
tion. he sad,

Since 1978, when 78.2 percent pas-
sed. the pass rate has dropped steadily
to 1983 all time low.

Last year 936 percent ‘of while
matriculants passed. Since 1976 passes
have not fallen below 92 percent.

The universily exemption figure has
not fallen below 41 percent in the last
E years.

Constitution enforces apartheid education

ITHE MAKE-UP of apartheid educs-
tion imo Tour racially divided depan-
ments — each with their ‘own’ and
‘general’ affairs — last yvear received
its final touches with the release of the
government’s White Paper on educa-
tion.

With its mare of bureaucratic
changes in the pipeine, much of
which & reduceable (o -,pnrl.hmd
mumbo-jumbo. the government ac-
cepled the recommendations of the
D¢ Lange commission But only in-
sofur as they fitted into the constiiu-
Lon

It pluns to create five separate

departments of education with three
new racially defined depariments.

Ministers [or black. coloured, white
and Indw@n education will be ap-
pointed.

Unlike other departmgnts Bantu
education will not administer its “own’
affairs. Ultimate control will rest in the
hands of the minister in charge of
‘general’ affairs.

Uverall policy will be determined by
the minister in charge of ‘gencral’
mattters, who will also co-ordinate and
direct the whole system

| he principles of Christiun National

Education, introduced soon after the
government came Lo power, stay. The
creation of a single ministry for educa-
ton goes. A central recommendation
of the gpovernment’'s comimission. it
wits rejected for “separale bul equal
education.’

Also to remain firmly entrenched is
the Group Areas Act. The possibility
of black or coloured pupils using
derehict white schools, of which a
number exisl, was scolched.

I'he growing financial discrepancy
between black and white education
would not be righted "al the expense
of while education.’

Restructuring moves will consist of a
number of co-ordinating commitiees,
councils and new ministenal posts.

Including the Bantustans, there will
be & world record of 19 different
ministers of education in South
Africa.

The left-overs of the De Lange
Commission, a wmtlr' groap, is
working on a series of plans for
regional secondary councils to fill out
the lower rungs of the buresucracy
— but the government has said it is
waiting for introduction of the coa-
stitution before going ahead with
these plans.
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Koeberg — coming attraction

A look at the

implications of

of nuclear power

in South Africa

KOEBERG 1S soon to become
operational, laking South Africa nlo

the nuclear age.

The South Africa government has
frequently tried to justify the use of
nuclear power. despite of its dangers
and uncertainhes.

Escom. which produces all South
Africa’s eleciricily, only supplies
about M percent of the total popula-
tion with power. A Kocberg
spokesperson. Mr Murray said that
once Koeberg was fully operational.
no new arcas would receive power.
I'he number of people with elect. city
would not increase significantly.
Furthermore. the cost of electri-ity
would not decrease.

‘However. you must remember that
Koeberg will benefit South Afrca in
olher ways. It will be a great benefit o
the economy. and thus creale manv
maore pobs for people. as well a con-
serving South Africa’s coal supply,” he
said.

Kocberg has already cost South
Africa a staggering 2.4 billion rand

This, and the fact that South Africs
still has extensive coal supphes, has
raised questions amongsl experis
about the need for the project. Most
South Africans stand 1o gan little
from nuclear power, bl will live un-
der the constanl threat of a nuclear
accident.

A |16 kilometer radius emergency
rone surrounds Koeberg 1'he Cape
lown Medical Officer of Health, Dr
Coogan. said 15 percent of the ime
wind capable of carrying radicactive
particles blow in the direction of Cape
lown. V'his makes Lhe rone relatively
meaninghess in the case of a serious
accident in the power center of the

plant.

It has been estimated that in the
event of a ‘melidown’ all those living
within the 16 km radius would be
killed. including the residenis ol
Melkbossirand, Blouberg. Atlants
and Escom township.

When ssked 1o comment, Mr Andre

Koeberg power siation

van Heerden. as Escom spokesperson,
said: ° I he chances of dangerous waste
reaching Cape Jown are very remote.
and would only occur in slow wind
conditions as fast blowing winds tend
1o disperse the radioactive particles.’

Cape 1own residents would receive
a relatively low dose of radiation.
which some believe would be enough
L0 cause cancer.

In October last vear, nuclear fuel
was lodaded into one of the Kocberg
reactors, |he final stage of the opera-
ion 8 duc to begin in July. Fuel will
be activated causing a nuclear reac-
tion which produces energy.

Once this stage s reached. the loxic
radivactive waste products produced
will be sent 1o France for “reprocess-
ing’ and “permanent disposal’. A panti-
cle of wuste plutonium about the size
of & grain of sand can be (atal if in-
haled. Plutonium is also used to make
nuclear weapons.

‘Low-jevel’ radiation waste will be
disposed of at Vaalpis, a farm in
Namaqualand.

In 1968, the South African govern-
ment shocked the world by reflusing 1o
sign the nuclear non-proliferation-
ireaty. According to this agreement all
countries without nuclear weapons
musl submit 1o regular international
nspections of nuclear plants,

South Africa’s Nuclear Information
Act resiricls sccess o information
concerning nuclear lechnology So
long as this veil of secrecy continues,
observers will ask the frightening
question: *“What are South Afnca's
molves for buying nuclear power?

Ex Nusas
president

claims
tortre

Van Heerden: R113 000 lawsult

FORMER NUSAS presidenl, Auret
van Heerden, is suing ten securily
policemen for a total of R113 00D,

The case is due to start on February
20 in the Pretoria Supreme Court.

Van Heerden was held in solitary
confinement for a period of 288 days.
He alleges that he was:

@subjected to unrcasonably severe
and prolonged cross-questioning and
was compelled to remain standing for
lengthy periods of time.
@threalened with assault, torture and
death.

@not allowed reading material or
adequale exercise.

@strangled with a wet towel,
@subjected to electne shocks
@forced to remain standing for
periods of up to |12 hours with his
wrist handcuffed 1o his ankle.
@assaulted by being pulled around by
his hair, punched and hil with an
open hand and whipped on the soles
of his feet with a sjambok.

He also alleges that a tighi-fitting
bag was placed over his head and
waler over the bag to cause
suffocation. Van Heerden alleges that
the nature and intesnity of these ac-
tions varied during his detention.

Allegations against the len security
policemen are that they were in-
volved in the actual interrogations
and assaulls or were responsible for
not preventing him from being
maltreated.

Van Heerden's detention in
September 1981, was one in a spale
of detentions.

Amongst Lhose detained during this
period were Dr Neil Aggett and
Erfest Dipale. Both later died in
solitary confinement.

Only five of the more than &0 peo-
ple detained during this period were
charged. One, Barbara Hogan, was
convicted.

The security police have never
been convicted or held i
for the torture or death of a detainee,
in a South African couri. There have,
however, been a number of out of
courl settlements between Lhe

Mmister of Law and Ovder and the
families of people who have died in
detention.

In September 1981 the Detaines
Parents Support Committee
collected 70 statemenis from
detainces and ex-delainees alleging
‘sysiematic and widespread Lorture'.

In December 1982 van Heerden
was one of a number of ex-detainees
who gave evidence in Dr Neil
Aggell's inquesl. The magsirate ex-
onerated the security police entirely
from responsibility for Aggett's
death.

Van Heerden said he would nol ac-
cepl an oul of court settlement unless
the individuals concerned admitled
to the allegations made against them.

He said it was important for people
to be informed sbout what happens
in detention and this was one of the
reasons for the action. He said the
disadvaniage of out of court seitle-
ments was that the public was not in-
formed.

Van Heerden said he was still sul-
fering the psychological effects of his
detention, but i had deepened hin
commitment to working for
democratic change.

The experience gave him an under-
slanding of the level of violence with
which the governimenl was prepared
to defend its policies, he said.
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Cosas
opposes
repression

OVER X0 delegates from black
schools, country-wide, met recently
in Durban for the third annhual con-
ference of the Congress of South
African Students (Cosas).

The national student organisation
resolved o continue 1o oppose the
lack of qualified teachers, the lack of
student representation. corporal
punishment, poor facilities,
overcrowding, and the enforcement
of an age-limit on school students.

The conference was opened by
Archie Gumede, presidemt of the
United Democratic Front (UDF)
who emphasised the important role
that students play in Iht Front.

Putl:ulu Lulu Johnson,

present Cosas
an.-dluﬂ president
Sidney Mulamadi, from the

General and Allied Workers Union,
spoke on the importance of maintain-
ing the alliance between students and
workers. Thandi Gqubule from the
Matawane Youth League, spoke on
the need o organise women. Joe
Phaala, the ex-Azanian Students
Organisation (Azaso) president,
spoke on the need (o organise stu-
dents around education.

Delegates resolved that the 1984
theme would be "United Action lor
Democratic Education’. Other
resolutions called for the increased
involvement of women in Cosas,
resistence to SADF involvement in
schools, and active opposition to the
extension of military call-up.

The fact that Cosas was efTectively
banned in Kwafulu was discussed, as
well as the Education Charter cam-
paign. A national commitlee was sel
up to co-ordinate this.

A people’s
education

THE AZANIAN Students Organisa-
tion (Araso) decided, st a recent
meeting of its General Student coun-
cil, that their 1984 theme would be
‘Organising for a People’'s Educa-
tion"

THE UNITED Democratic Front
(UDF), South Africa’s largest anti-
apartheid grouping. is to launch its
second year with a mammoth “one
million signature campaign’,
designed 1o show majority opposition
to the new conslitution and the
Koormhof Bills.

The sdea for the campaign was con-
ceived al the UDF conference in
Port Ehzabeth in December,

Pretona, bastion of apartheid rule,
has been chosen for the January
launching of the campaign.

Al least a million people are ex-
pected to sign a declaration rejecting
racism, exploitation, the govern-
ment's new constitution and

| UDFhldmllnlﬂnn.llnm:hlﬂtrllt

A million to sign

Eoomhol's deal
The d:clml.mn also calls for a non-
racial democratic South Africa.
According o UDF national
sccretary. Popo Molefe, the cam-
paign aims
®To show South Africa and the
world that the UDF s the legiimate

' representative of the people.

@To consohdate progressive
organisations and maintan the
momentum of the successful anti-
Community Councils campaign.
®To get organisations to panicipale
more [ully in the UDF and unite peo-
ple across a wide range of groups.
‘They made their decision without
consulting Lhe people and against the
wishes of our people,” sawd Molefe

about the Labour Party’s decision al
Eshowe 10 accept the governmetnt’s
new constilulion.

“The UDF campaign s seen a3 a
declaration that Labour leader
Hendrickse, Reform Party chiel Ra-
jbansi and Sowelo ‘mayor’
Tshabalala do not speak for the mas-
ses

Against a backdrop of increasing
poverly, repression and unemploy-
ment, Molefe inusts, “Our opposition
o the government’s iniliatives as-
sumes Increasing importance each
day. The times demand we take an
active political stand. All of wus,
worker, student, religious person and
sports person.’

Araso, 8 national student organisa-
tion of representatives from all black
campuses and most technikons, real-
firmed in the theme its commitment
o oppose the existing education
system. It called for a wunitary,
democratic, relevant and compulsory
education.

The Amso Council also decaded to
launch a major campaign (o eapose
the condilions on campuses in the
Bantustans.

This decision loflows the death of
six students and the njury of
hundreds more at the University of
Zululand, in clashes with Inkatha

Students resolved 1o launch a petti-
tion calhng for the resignation of
Chiel Gatsha Buthelezi, president of
Inkatha, from his post as chancellor
of the University of Zululand.

The decision elso follows recent at-
iempls by Ciskei authorities 1o lake
over the running of Fort Hare
Uiniversity.

Arsso also decided to mobilise stu-
dents nationally to oppose conscrip-
tion. Students saw this as important
because of statements by members of

the National Party, that under the
new constitution, ‘coloureds’ and In-
dians will be required to do military
SETVICE.

Delegates will ‘resist conscription
in all its forms” as they could not ‘par-
licipate in machinery that oppresses
our own people’.

Charter
for change

FHE AZANIAN Siudents Organis-
tion (Azaso) has announced thal a
campaign to draw up an Education
Charter will get into- full swing as
soon as students are back on campus.

This decision was made at their
General Students Council in Pieter-
maritzburg in December las year.
Over 100 black student leaders from
all South Africa’s university cam-
puses met (o sel a theme and goals
for 1984,

Azaso president, Tiego Moseneke,
said the campaign entailed a drive to
get the views of thousands of or-

dinary South Africans and was in line
with their theme for ths rur —
"Drlmnnl for a People’s Educs-

|-ludd-=:| that for the Charter to be
widely accepled. it had to draw in
other progressive education organisa-
tions and have roots in the broader
community.

“To help reach the community we
will approach trade unions and com-
munity organisations for assistance,’
he said.

The first stage of the campaign in-
volves an education survey n the
community.

This will climax in education
festivals around the country near
June 16, anniversary of the 1976 stu-
dent protests.

The second stage will be the draw-
mlup nfdnﬂchlﬂmhtw
sions in isations.

“The idea behind the Charter is 10
formulate common educational de-
mands that would become & yard-
stick by which we measure all
government education reform,” said
Moseneke.
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SASPU — in touch with reality

FOCUS asks newly
elected SASPU
President Guilletta
Fafak about the

student press union

FOCUS: why g0 you mhink studentd
il T oW wRREeTE T
A:Things are happening on the cam-
puses all the time — from fim
festivals, to sport, to debates, 1o
faculty council campaigns on student
rghts. to mass meetings.

Studemt newspapers cover these,
keeping students in touch with what is
going on.

Al the same time the student press
tries o keep students informed about
the reality of the conflict ridden South
Africa that we live in.

FOCUS: How doss the studemt

A:The english liberal tends to
get very exciled by things like Lady
Di's new hairstyle and how to do it
They cover a lot of this kind of sen-
sationalist news — it boosts sales and
is unkkely to attract the wrath of
Eovemmenl censors.

As a resull they don't adequately
cover issues imporiant to the majority
of South Africans — the harsh reality
of the effecis of apartheid on people’s
lives.

For example, in early January 120
people were being resettled from the
northern Transvaal. 12 kms away a
bush fire broke out destroying a farm.
The commercial press only covered
the bush fire.

The student press tries in some way
to fill this gap — covering important
issues which are underplayed or ig-
nored by the commercial press.

Another example is the detailed
coverage we gave lo the newly con-
stituted United Democratic Front
(UDF) — the most significant extra-
parliamentary opposition force in
. South Africa — and how students can
get involved in its campaigns.
FOCUB: Hoew Impartant s &
nithoned pried dnkin for Bha phudent
presa’

A:Saspu unites over ) publications
on the english-language campuses.

These range from fortnightly official
student newspapers to monthly faculty
council magarines to publications
produced by women's movements,
siudent societies, SRC's, relipious
groups and political organisations.

We provide media skills training and
help them sophisticale their media
techniques.

Mational co-ordination and sharing
ileas within the press union helps
build and strengthen all the publica-

tions concerned.
FOCUSB: How have Bowth Africa’s

A:Exposing apartheid and promoting
democracy and progressive wdeas has
always put the student press al odds
with the Nationalist Party govern-
menl.

Owver the last decade numerous stu-
dent publications have been banned
— some for all future editions. This is
an additional form of control over and
above Lhe 4 000 statustory clauses
which already restnict information and
press freedom in South Africa.

More recently the student press has
also had 1o face attacks from the un-
iversity asdministrations. At Rhodes
the sendle atiempted Lo set up an “ad-
visory' commitiee to screen Rhodeo,
the students” official paper before il
wenl 1o print — efTectively acting as a
censor board.

Ihese acts of doing the govern-
ment’s dirly work for it, have been
worrymg. But students on campus
came oul in support of their new-
spapers and allempls to curb the
freedom of the student press were suc-
cessfully resisted.

FOCUER: What |s Baspu planning for
the new year?

A:During the Orientation Weeks we
will be gncouraging students lo join
our affiliates. Working on a student
newspaper is a very valuable and en-
ciling experience’

For the rest we hope Lo encourage
the establishment of new publications
on campuses where there are only
few. Our work in training people in
the ABC of producing a newspaper
will cominue. So too will the building
of the press union — through national
gatherings and educational seminars,

Our first progect of the year has been
the production of this publication by

students from around the country.

SASPU Presldent Falak
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Delegates gather at SASPU congress

SASPU strengthens
student newspapers

IFHE SOUTH African Students Press
LUnion aims (o strengthen unity among
its 3 affiliate newspapers on a
national and focal level in 984,

This was the feeling of more than
100 delegates from five English un-
iversities al the Saspu congress held at
Wils universily last year.

The congress siressed that student
newspapers had a crucial role in
developing democratic student
organisation, passing on media skills
and promoling progressive ideas.

| wo forms of censorship were dis-
cussed by Lhe congress. Two SRC
newspapers, Rhodeo and Vanty were
silenced by their universtiy authorities
while Saspu National, Wits Student
and Dome were harrassed by the
stale. Wits Student and Saspu
National were banned for distribution
and security police confiscated pages
from Dome while at the prinlers.

Motions condemning the actions of

the administrations. the government
and the failure of the commercial
press lo cover the demand: and in-
leresis of the majority o South
Africans were passed.

Clampdowns and acts of censorship
were scen as one aspect of the attack
on progressive organisalions in
general,

Ihe new South African Media
Council was aftacked a3 a further
resiriciion on the freedom of the
press. The congress resolved (o resist
press control “whether it be statutory
or through a voluntary media council.’

Ciuberta Fafak, former Varsity
editor and MNusas media officer was
unanimously elected Saspu president
for 1984, The wice- president s Em
Beale {Wits), and Charles Kent
(UCT). Elmine Reinertson {Durban),
Stefanie Sychoh (Mantrburg) and
Rae Hartley (Grahamstown) are the
executive members
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Focus on Kate

Focus interviews Nusas president Kate Philip

Q: e, what in your view ars the moet signifi-
cant svents in your 1883 presidency?

A:Well. the introduction of the new constitution on
the one hand. and the lormation of the United
Democratic Fromt (LILYF) on the other, are clearly
evenis which have changed the face ol South
African politics and will have implications lor yeary
to come. As regards apartheid in universities, the
massive oppposilion Lo the Quota Act was a signifi-
cant indication because the base line for most stu-
dents s the question of racism. and the entrench.
ment of racism i the universities s considered
totally unucceplable.

For Musus as an organisalion, |98 was a year i
which we ook a few knocks but pulled some
punches of our own. karly in “83 we faced a mas.
uve distnbution of over 10 0N, very slick smear
pumphiets. .

We swopped Pielermaritzburg and Rhodes cam.
puses, a5 “Maritsburg reafTihated 1o Nusas within 4
week of Rhodes' disafMilanon. We also saw the in-
troduction of an annual Faculty Council con-
ference as pan of our initiative Lo strengthen stu-
denl governmenl on campus.

Q: Now that the Quota Bill has baen shidved
what ars the implications of the siate’s new
subslidy formula and the university's new ad-
missions criteria?
A:l he stale’s new subsidy formula has been dub.
bed “the mvisible guota’ since its efTects dis-
criminate on racul grounds. The subsidy the un.
iversily gels from the stale will be determined
proportonally to the number of people who pass,
nol by the overall number of students admitted. It
will also be heawily weighted in favour of posl-
graduates and research. lhis has made the ad-
ministralion eager o increase their admissions
chileria

Ihis s discrimination against black students
whose marks are usually lower than white studenty’
because of the low standard of educalion they
receive.

During the Anti-Quota campaign, admmn argued
that academic excellence alone, not race, should
be the cniera for universily entrance.

Musis argued thal where education 1s divided and
unequal, scademic excelfence alone wouild simply
reinforce racial discriminalion in a more subtle
way,

For this reason the Nusas congress decwded Lo
follow the "8} anti-Quota campaign with one
againsl the raised admissions criteria. This
challenges admin for accepling this system withou
complaint or consultation with the students.

Q: Now that the Constiartional Propossls heve
bécoma law, what roele do you ses for
parfameniasy and exira parflamentary op-
position?

A:Parliamentary opposition parties have their say
withoul u remote possibility of achieving anything
unbess the Mals agree with L.

Real opposition 1o the governmenl hes oulude
parliament. Even belore Lhe new constitution. o
was clear that the governmeni (eels the most pres-
sure from the black majority. | he PFP don’l even
claim that the Nat's ‘reform’ initimtive arose [rom
their pressure n parhament. It & generally ac-

cepled thul the ‘reform’ inibative 15 partly a
response (o the ncreasing unity. militancy and de-
mand for poliical nghis by the black majornty. It s
an uttempt 1o co-opt Indians and Coloureds,
dividing them from the Africans by giving them a
sdake in the syslem

The parhamentary oppposition
simply doesn’t have the clowl 1o
change the system. The real power
and the real challenge thal requires,
lies outside parliament with those
organsalions representing the black
majority. and their allies. This & the
significance of the formation of the
UDF, which provides a non- racial
extra-pariamentary alternative on the
SA scene.
@: Tha 193 Nusss sonpress vwisl
opened by Cossr Mpwtha, one of
the three prosiderta of the UDF,
Coubdl wou oo on oww N s
soss the significance of the UDF?
A:The UDF s & front of over 600
organisations, and shows the depth of
opposition to aparthesd in whatever
form.

This is also a panicular challenge 1o
the governmen! because & i3 non-
racial. This shows that the conflict in
SA is nol between whites and blacks,
rather between those who believe in
democracy and those who don't;
those willing to share the wealth and
resources of the counlry amongst its
people. and those who want 1o monopolise it for
themselves Seperute, racial policies, like the new
constitulion are just another form of control. a way
of monopolising power.

a: How would you ses the 1984 Nusas thems

‘Students mesting the challenge of change” be-

ing implemartsd on cempus!?

A:lhe questions already discussed relate directly
to the theme Ihe new siyle “reformed” apartheid
poses new challenges lor students in defining our
role in contributing to chunge in SA. The UDF also
provides a new challenge Yor Nusas, enabling us 1o
consoldate our alhance with democralic organisa-
tions based in the oppressed communities.

As students part of our challenge s to look at the
role of the universily in soCicly, and see our respon-
sibility in challenging such issues as the new admis-
sions policy.

Ihe content of our educalion is often notl geared
o finding solutions lar SA’s socal and political
problems. This we must assess und challenge as a
necessary part of the overall process ol change in
54

musas will provide the forums for these questions
to be addressed n 1984
Q:in tha 1583 SRC slectiona, the english cam-
pusas slecthed strong Nusss majorities. What
doass this mean for Nusas this year?

A: | he presadents who form the Musas natwonal ex-
eculive ull wopped the poll. This means that the
Nusas cweculive s particularly strong with its bona
lwde and natonal student suppori being un-

r

MNusas president Kale Philip
challengeable.
Q: In your capacity sa chalr of the Basw board,
winat banefs can students sapact 10 wes fram
Sasty this year?
A:More than ever before! Starting in onentation
week, lirsl year students at Musas affiliated cam-
puses will recieve a free booklet of the Nusas/Sasts
natsonal student discount scheme. |his gives access
10 @ broad runge of newly negotiated dscounts in
all centres on production of a reg card.
Sasts’ main benelit 15 still the exclusive cheap rates
we offer student and youth travellers
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The sword
that shields
PW’s new

constitution

IHE RAPID expansion of the SADF, the increas-

ing conflict i Southern Africa and the impending

exiension of conscriplion 1o coloured and Indian

people have led a number of South Africans o

question the role the SADF s playing in maintain-
ing aparthesd

In 1% the SADF's budget was R46 million and

white mules were culled up for nine months, By

1982 the budget was R | 400 million. All white

males have to serve an initial two year period,

followed by 720 days of camps of up 1o three

months 4 year All men are liable for occasional

service n the Uiren Force,

Focus looks at the Fvery year MU of those called up leave the

] country, lhineen conscientious objeclors have

role of the SADF served il sentences of up 10 two years for refusing

O Serfvy
Ihe 1defence Amendment Act passed last year
in Southern Africa will increase the maximum sentence to six years for
all ohpciors who are nol religious E.;pllllIl:ﬂ"l'-l"lll-l-

In March last year the Black passed &

in the “ﬂhl of resolulion demanding thal the government abolish

all militury conscription. The call has also been

the call to end made by many religious organisations and affiliates

10 the United Democratic Front.

Nusys will be runming an information campaign
conscription o ine demand. he Conscientious Objectors Sup-
por Giroups (Cosg's) will also endorse the call and
will help set up anti<comscription committess
nationally,

Ihe government argues that the SADF provides

i “shield’ behind which peaceflul change can take

place. kach conscriplee receives a brochure on the

SADFEF in which General R F Holtzhausen outhines

the povernment’s arguments: "The toial onslaught

uguinst the Republic of South Africa is a continu-

ing onslaught which the enemics of South Africa
are wuging with every means ai their disposal.”

I hose rejecting this argument say the conllict in

South Afnca is an internal, civil war and

that the SADF 1 being used by the

government 1o lessen the conflict

wilhout addressing the real prob—

lems. These are the denial of the

right to vole; unequal education,

inadequate housing and health

care, wages which cannol sup—

u’ port a family and the denial

E of the right 1o live with one’s

On parade in the navy — Keeping the SADF on its feel costs South Alrica over R4 miliion & day family.
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“Wae're irying o get this thing of military preparedness inlo their thinking” — SADF Officer

The SADF runs campaigns 1o win the “hearts and
minds' of the South African people. It has argued
that ‘o win the war’, it needs the support of both its
soldiers and most of the population. The Civic Ac-
tion Programme (CAP) was established to promote
the SADF as “the protector and Mriend of the peo-
e’

I'he activities of CAP include:

®Hohday programmes. Bright banners, loud
music, film shows and (rec sweets drew as many as
10 000 children in the Cape Penmnsula last year.
@Week-long youth camps for black youth
@Veid schools for wiite scholirs where preliminary
forms of army traming are provided.
@Co-operation with education departments in
cadel programmes a1 schools.
@ Ihe distribution of publications such as *Contact’
in the Cape and the "Warmor' in the Transvaal to
black children. Ihey promote the SADF and run
critical articles on, amongst others, Bishop Des-
mond | uiu, Nelson Mandela and community new-
spapcrs such as Grassrools.

“We are tryng 1o get the whole thing of military
preparedness into their thinking.” said a SADF of-
ficer of the attempt.

I'he ‘hearts and minds’ campaign has been large-

lv upsuccessful. In most areas people have resenjed
their children being taken mway on camps, ofien
without parenis being asked lor permmssion.

On the other hand, the SADF has increased s
‘civil defence’ programme. Units have been gs-
tablished 1o quickly quell any form of resistance 1o
apartheid The 1977 Defence White Paper staied
this role as "o be ready, on a countrywide basis o
quickly mobilise trained forces (o render assistance
1o the South Afncan Polce’

Ihis type of system s described by critics & ¢o-
oplion and repression. They say the SA DF seeks 10
comvince South Afncans of its legitimacy while st
the same ime being quile prepared (o suppress
anyone who iries (o opposc the system.

On a broader level they say, the new consiitution
s an attempt to co-opt & larger support base for
government policies while the SADF and the
police force ensure that no-one objects too loudly
Ihe constitution ensures that even though the
coloured and Indian sectors of the population have
some ‘representalion’ i the in- cameral pariia-
menl. ther ability 1o change apartheid from the “in-
srde’ will be extremely limited.

In spite of an army of over X0 000 solders and

Free but not for long

TWENIY-FOUR hours before he

ted to working alongside the majority

was o be count martialled, UCT ste-
dent Brett Myrdal was informed that
all charges aguinst him and other con-
scientious objectors were being
withdrawn.

Along with other CO's Breti had
refused to obey his call up in July last
year. e faced & maximum sentence
of (wo years in prison. The reasons
given were the objectors could now
make use of the more ‘lenient legisla-
tion' which comes inlo effect this year,
following the passing of the Defence
Amendment Act in 198). The act in
fact has increased the maximum
senlence for objecting 10 sin years.

Asked why he was prepared b Mace
two years in & civilian pnson rather
than serve in the SADF. Brett replied:

‘Quite simply, as someone commil-

of South Africans for a just and
democratic South Africa, i has
become impossible for me o par-
ticipate in the defense of the aparthe:d
system. Il is & system which divides
and oppresses the majority of our peo-
pe and denies them their democratic
aspiralions

“ihe gueniias fighting the 5A UF are
fellow South Afncans, the youth of
1976 who Ned across the border 1o
take up arma alter ithey had found tha
their peaceful protests were continual-
Iy beiig mel by police bullets.”

He said his experience of the in-
cressing militarsation of South Africa
had led him 1o believe that i was im-
poriant for people 1o undersiand the
real role of the SADF in mainiaiming

aparihexd

Brett Myrdal —
cannol defend

an exlensive police and security branch network
the government has been unable 10 contam grow-
ing resstlance (o their policies

Ihe SADF has also been widely accused of ac-
tions which serve 1o undermine and destablire the
newh independent states in Southern Afnca —
Morambigue, Angola. Lesotho and Zimbabwe.

Kecent sinkes deep into Angola and Mozambi-
que were hlled by the SADF as ‘search and
desiroy missions wmed o ANC and Swapo
lermorias’

Ihe Church of the Province of South Afnca
amongst others, disagrees

‘Far from beng considered tlerrorists. our
overwhelming impressions that Swapo i of the
people and its forces were referred to as “our sons’,
‘our brothers’ and “our fathers’

A poliical correspondent on the Cape Times has
said of the conflict “The truth s that we are shiding
into & cvil war, albeit one of low imensity. The
enemy © nol some [aceless communist (rom
behind the Iron Curtain. The enemy are our own
people who Med from South Africa after the unrest
of 197 in their thousands and were recruited into
the Afrmcean MNational Congress.”

Intemaiional commentators have claimed thst
the SADF's aims in Angola and Mozambique are
o dominate these counines militanly by sup-
porting the rebel forces Unita in Angola and the
MNR in Morambwque,

Vhewr main targets have been strategic installa-
tions, the destruction of which has caused
economic crises and widespread starvation.

They say the success of these campagns have
been illustrated by the recent talks between
Maputo and Pretoria. The Mozambicans having
been forced to co-operale with the aparthed
governmeni. one which they have long rejecied as
an anti-democratic force in Southern Africa.

For these reasons the Black Sash msved 1he
following statement:

*The Black Sash demands thal the South African
governmen! abohsh all comscription for milnary
wrvice

We maintain that there 8 no lolal onslaught
against the people of South Alnca, and the total
sirategy (we nced 1o adopt) s not the mibitary
defence of a minority government, but the total, all
oul effon of South Africa’s people 1o bring sboul
democrabc governmenl and the reliel of the
poverty and deprivation suffered by the majority.’
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‘Slaves in their own couniry’ — thanks tuiirﬂu Education

When Bantu Education was introduced in 1953,
Minister of Native Alfairs H F Verwoerd made the
molives clear:

‘Matives will be taught from early childhood that
equality with Europeans is not for them... What is
the use of leaching the Bantu child mathematics
which il cannot use in practice?.... I'here 18 no place
{or im above the level of certain forms of labour,’
Throughout South Africa’s history, education has
been (he privilege of a few. Out of every hundred
pupils who started school in 1963 the following
numbers matriculited twelve years later:
® White pupiis: 60
®indian pupils: 22
®Coloured pupils: 4
®Alncan pupils: 2

Hlmm:r.l educationsst and president of the
Natwonal Education Union of South Africa
iNeusa), Mr Curtis Nkondo, says, ‘unequal educa-
lion serves an unequal sociely, preparing students
for unegual roles,”

‘Christian National Educalion has trained stu-
dents for jobs in the higher ranks of the economy,
while pupids at Bantu Education schools have
received the barest minimum of educalion equip-
ing them, by and large. to be cheap labour at the
bottom end of the economy.’

Separate und unequal education has never
satwfied the aspiralions of the majority of South
Africans. Since its mceplion it has been rejected.

I he introduction of Bantu Education to produce
cheap labourers brought with it intense resistance.
People rejected the idea of living merely to
produce wealth which they would not share. They

rejected the restrictions which would be placed on
their lives by receiving inadequate and unequal
education.

From 195 when Bantu Education was in-
troduced scholars and parents have fought against
it. In 1954, 17 000 students in the Transvaal and
Eastern Cape alone boycotted schools,

Parents and students came together to establish
independent schools 1o give an education that
‘didn"t conform Lo Verwoerd's degrading criteria.’

Apartheid education was unequivocally rejected.
I'he Congress Alliance, consisting of organisations
commited 1o a non-racial and democratic South
Alfrca. called on “teachers and students to preach
of the light that comes with learning and the many
ways in which we are kept in darkness; to speak of
the great services we can render and the narrow
ways that are open o us, o speak of laws and
governments and rights, and to speak of freedom.’

Iin 1959 the Extension of University Education
Act introduced racial segregation to the univer-
sities. Under the leadership of the National Union
of South African Students (Nusas), students and
stall launched a nationwide campaign protesting
the Bill.

I'he government ignored these protests and the
Bill became law. It said black students could nol
register at white universities without special per-
mission from the Minister.—

Umiversities instituted annual Academic
Freedom lectures to mark their protest against the
infringement of this right.

I'hey claimed it was ‘the right of the university 1o
determine who shall teach, and who shall be
taught. what shall be taught and how it shall be
taught without regard o any crileria excepl

academic merit.'

Resistance 1o unequal education continued
throughout the sixties, culminating in the 1976 stu-
denl uprising.

Ihe 1976 protests were sparked off by the in-
troduction of Afrikaans as a language of instruc-
tion. The Minister of Education said half of all sub-
jects should be taught in Afrikasns.

Dclqmim: of| parents. teachers and principals
wenl o argue that to expect black students 1o write
final exams in two second languages was un-
reasonable. Policy was not changéd.

A committee of students was sel up consisting of
two delegates from each school in Soweto. This
body became known as the Soweto Students'
Representative Council (SSRC).

It organised a peaceful protest march in which all
schools participated. Students demanded an equal
education for all "*Away with inferior and gutter
education’ became the rallying call.

Press reports at the time quoted students as say-
ng:
®'Apartheid lives in our scheols — our
schoolbooks tell us we are inferior.”

@"Our schools are overcrowded, we lack facilities
and teachers are not adequately trained.’
®'Reaching matric is almost impossible — we live
under poor conditions at home which make it im-
possible to study. We mup-nﬂudmmfwnur
own books bul our parents receive poverty

I'he protest march took place on June 16. 20000
sltudents converged on Orlando stadium. Police
opened lire on pupils. At least | 000 people died in
the struggle that lollowed.
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Natal University march against the government's Quota Bill last year

In 198 Western Cape students aguain set out thear
gnevances centenng around conditions at school
| hese included the lack of 1exthooks, ungualified
teachers, poor facilies and the use of comoral
punmhment

Pupils met with parents 1o formulate a sct of ge-
mands calling on the government o rectfy the
situation. | here was no response 1o this and pupls
resolved 1o bovootl

Studems met &t schools evens day 1o devise their
own. alternaiive education programmes Although
students called for equal education. it was stated
that this was nod a call for the same education 4
white pupils receive

"White educabon i just & racist, undemocralic
and authortanan We are calling lor a different
type of educanion all together — one which
based on democratic prinaiples’

While calling for changes to be made immediate-
Iy to the standard of education, the provision of
tacilities and the traiming of teachers, the boycol-
ung students demanded larger changes

I hey called for an equal education system which
wiuld not be based on providing cheap labour for
South Africa s industries. Instead. educalion
should buldd equality and break down the division
between rich and poor

L his. they argued. could onl be achieved oulsude
of apartheid. because the system s based on op-
pression and exploitation “Building an education
svalem based on democrati principles can only be
achieved by building 4 just and democrauc South
Africa lhe o go hand in hand”

Evenin the face of this resistance the government
has continually refused 10 make any fundamental
changes. Because il cannot

Education m South Alnca s geared lowards
providing workers with only enough educanon for
them o be eflicient and produciine in the work-
Mace It also promotes aparthewd weology — lor
example. that South Afnca belongs 1o whites
coloureds and Indwns, and Afncans have ther
W1 CCOuUniries

If the government were 1o heed the demands of
the many organisations representing the wishes of
students and parents and make fundamental
changes this system of control would break down
It cannot have people refusing to fill the factones at
low wages. challenging the homeland system. and
the nght of a minonts W rule the country  Educa-
ton must teach people 1o accept this, or at least nol
io challenge i

Even the changes thal have come with the new
constitution takes this into account Since P W
Botha sturted introducing “reforms’, the education
changes have not met the demands made over ihe
past M years

Last year the government introduced an amend-
ment 1o the legislation which recially segregates un-
iversity education

The Quota Bill wmed 1o replace the permit
system which forces black students wanuing 1o
study ml white universities to apply individually 1o
the Minister of bducation

The new system proposed a maximum number of
bBlack students be allowed 1w attend 4 while univer-
sity

I ne quota. to be determined by the Minister of
Education m consullaton with the umiversilies,
would vary from campus 1o campus

Ihe English language universities unequivocally
rejected the Bill as “repugnant’ because il “reldins
rave classihcatwn as a critena lur the admissaon of



stodents’.
Students, under the banner of Musas and AzZaso

punched a national campaign in opposition to the
Bill. The Quota was rejected for its ‘racism and
entrenchment of unequal education.”

I'he umversity administrations argued that the Bill
infringed on their right to academic freedom and
that it denied universily autonomy.

Students supported the universites’ stand against
the Quota, bul pointed out that *while race is com-
pletely unacceplable as a criterion by which to ad-
mil students, ‘scademic mert’, in the South
African conteat, s nol an objective crilerion
either'

“Ihe unequal education system and unequal ac-
cess 10 wealth and resources in our society enor-
mously limits the number of black students who
will have access 1o university education. There is
no such thing as freedom of opportunity in South
, Africa’

Enhemur:. universities depend on the govern-
ment and big business for approximately 75 per-
cent of thewr funds. This funding has strings at-
tached and curricula are designed to serve the
needs and interests of these groupings.

Activities of democratic students and academic
working for changes as regards course content
have come under attack. Student leaders have
been detained and banned.

The university aulhorities themselves have
limited the say students have in running campus,
and deciding on course content, even though stu-
dents are an integral part of the university.

Access 1o books for study purpose, is restricted
by severe censorship legislation,

Courses and research have been structured to
meel the needs of those who currently enjoy
political and economic power.
®Law students pay much attention o commercial
law but almost ignore the area that most affects the
lives of the majorily — pass |laws and labour law.
@Architeciure students are taught how o design
high rise oflice buildings, rather than catering to
the needs of the severe housing shorage.
@Medical students study discases of affluence and
largely overiook the fact that the primary health
problem i South Africa i malnutrition.

I'he role has been challenged by students, "We
need 1o explore ways of using our education lo
confribute to change, instead of seeing our degrees
simply as a means lo our own personal wealth,
security and intellectual fulfilment.

c:rsas, Azasoand Musas have encouraged stu-
dents 1o actively challenge their education through
siudent faculty councils at universities and SRC's
at schools

‘Rejecting our present education is not & negative
choice. It 1s a choice which acknowledges the in-
evitability of change and rejects how the skills we
are laught are presently put 1o use

*Challenging our present education presents us
with the challenge of developing constructive alter-
natives which meet the needs of all the people in
South Alfrica.

“While it is important to make whal gains we can
within the universities and in relation o our educa-
tion." says Musas, *we will not be able to fundamen-
tally change the education system or the role of the
university umtil we have & more democratic
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The big three

IF'HE THREE major student organisations working
for change in South Alfrica are the Congres of
South African Students (Cosas), the Aranian Stu-
dents Organisation (Araso). and the National
Union of South African Students (Nusas),

Cosas

Cosas was formed in 1979 to organise black high
school students.

In spite of harrassment and detentions, Cosas has
grown and now has 44 branches nationwide.

Under the slogan of "Each one teach one’ Cosas
has held seminars, workshops and film shows, and
produced a number of publications. These have
helped strengthen and build its branches.

Cosas has won the fight at some schools for stu-
dents to elect SRC's but at most schools this basic
right is still denied.

While working in black schools Cosas members
are committed to non-racialism and uphold
democracy as a working practice, their model for
the future South Africa.

For most black students in South
Africa the struggle is for the right
to equal education. Many students
are forced to leave school at an
carly uge o help suppon their
Tamiles,

For those who remain at school
the threat of wviclimisalion has
scared many students away from
student organisations. There have
been widespread reports of Cosas
organsers failling their exams un-
expectedly.

But 198} president, recently
clected National Organiser,
Shepard Mati. is determined
that Cosas will continue to grow, and holds out
much hope for the future:

‘Only under democratic, non-racial govemment
will the harsh laws finally be abolished from the
face of our country. Then there'll be no lension,
mistrust and hatred among people but peace, bet-
ter education and freedeom.’

Azaso

Formed @l a conference in Pietermaritzburg in
1979, the Arzanian Students Organisation (Azmso)
organises black students al universities, technikons
and colleges.

Because students face different problems on
black campuses it was fell a separate black students
Organisalion Was necessary.

*Azaso finds itself Nighting for basic facilities, food
and SRC's which are taken for granted on Nusas
campuses.’ says Tiego Mosencke, Azaso president.

Azaso has experienced severe stale repression,
especially at the ‘bush’ colleges where police have
oflen appeared.

Ihe administrations have also attacked Azaso.
Last year the principal of the University of Durban-
Westville suddenly decided to ban Azaso for being
a political organisation. This was after it had
gkcady been functioning there for a year.

1984 Azaso president
Tiego Moseneke

In Zululand Azaso suffered another attack when
Gatsha Buthelezi came to address them, Inkatha
impis invaded the campus — killing five students
and. wounding hundreds.

Azaso students st Fort Hare, Turfloop and
Medunsa also faced state action last year.
Azaso — has as its theme for 1984 ‘Students

organising for a peoples's education.
Nusas

MNusas has come a long way since it was formed
sixty years ago in Bloemfontein.

It was formed to close the gap between English
and Afrikaans campuses and increase student
representation in the university.

Today, while still working at challenging the un-
democratic structures in education institutions,
Musas has also committed itself to working towards
a completely non-racial and democratic society.

Last year Nusas faced a number of challenges.
Right-wing students hampered Nusas activity and a
publication attempting to discredit
is opposition to apartheid was dis-
tributed on all white campuses.

Ihe formation of the UDF and
MNusas's supporlt of the Fromt
promied students Lo involve
themselves in the campaign Lo op-
pose the new constitution and the
Koornhol Bills.

Owver 14 500 students signed a
Musus petition rejecting the con-
stitution. even though the cam-
paign ran only days before final
examinations.

I'he MNusas theme for 1984 s
‘Students meeting the challenge ol
change’.

As the conditions on white campuses are very dil-
ferent to those on black cmpuu.ﬂnluud
MNusas have decided to remain separate. They do
lhlr:wyn.milrmw:lhuulth:nudfwr:h-
vant, unitary education in South Africa and are
both challenging the anti-democratic structures in

Cosas, s an organisation for school students, has
remained separate from the university organisa-
tions. They too have called for a single democratic
system which does not discriminate on the grounds
of race. sex or social class.

T'he organisations believe the education system in
South Africa can not be changed without changing
apartheid. This is why they are united in their sup-
port of the Freedom Charter and in the call for a
united, democratic and non-racial South Africa.

The members of the organisations have in-
creasingly worked together. All support the United
Democratic Front — formed to bring together
organisations opposed to the Koornhof Bills and
the new constitution.

It was a historical moment for the student move-
ment when delegates of Cosas, Azsso and MNusas
sal together at the UDF's national launch in

a'*mnthnrw.
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Fighting the
sugar and
spice recipe

The things men and women
are made of

ADVERVISEMENIS which show women =
beautiful. devoled mothers and wives and good-as-

Photomagazines with happily-ever-after
endings...

I'he world teaches women 1o judge themselves
and other women as if a man & rating them from
one o ten. And many may spend their whole lives
going 1o greal lengths trying o get full marks.

MNusas president Kate Philip says 'l think there
are many women among us who resent the plastic
and the acl. but a lot of women feel irapped and
impotent to break out of it

Baby battering has been shown to be the result of
built up frustration not being able to “break out’,

From the moment they are born boys and girls
are treated dilTerently Th t school life
they're taught different skills and learn Lo adopt dil-
ferent characteristics and roles.

Girls learn to want 1o become mothers, wives,
nurses. teachers. lypists, models, air hostesses.
receplionists. secretaries. And boys soon gel the
message thal they should become business ex-
eculives, doclors. lawyers, pilots, surgeons.
gynaecologists, scientists or engineers — there are
1786 men and only Bb women registered lor
engineering sl Wits in 1984,

But ut goes further than occupations. Men are
seen to be and are taught to become strong. self-
conflident and aggressive. They are supposed 1o
make decmions, initiale seaual relationships and
hide certain emotions — boys and certainly men
don’t cry.

And some feminine characteristics would be pas-
sivity, wrationality. submissiveness, dependency
and serving others.

Fitting in with these roles can be useful in that
people may feel more secure when they know what
lo expect in A siluation,

But there are endiess cases where traditionsl
roles — the male and female siereotypes — can be
al best limiting and &t worst destructive to people.

I'he pressures on women (o become slick, blond
and beautiful dolls has been shown Lo be one cause
ol tendencies (0 anorexin nervosa. Surveys show
this & particularly common in high school where

girls literally starve themselves to death, so they
can become thin and in their eyes, more altractive.

Lots of men just don’t feel comlorable having Lo
live up 1o the “deal’ of & muscle bound, six loot
suecesdul businessman with a beautiful wile, car,
house. kids and holiday coltage.

Universities don'l escape the attitudes and pres-
sures that mould people and get them o accept
that things should be as they are

Ihere s hittle discussion of what is taught. how it
should be taught and by whom. A history course
will, for example. ignore the role played by women
in shaping the world as it is today

A Political Studies | student st UCT said *When
the issue of women was raised in the section on
gender. race and class, students jeered the lec-
turer.”

I'hen there are the cases where both men and
women studenls are subtly pressurised into
granting scxual favours 1o their lecturers irl ex-
change for extensions on essays or mark increases.

Student Representative Councils on most of the
Englith universily campuses have set up Women's
portfolios 10 assist students with such ssues.

Many practices that have been labelled sexist and
are based on the idea that women need prolection
and are bess entitled o make social and sexual
choices.

Students live in segregated residences where dil-
ferent rules apply from campus to campus.

But in all women's residences the dates and times
women may go oul are restncied whereas men can
come and go as they please.

Many students have over Lhe past len years in-
creasingly staried 1o question the roles they feel
have been imposed on them and have tried to find
alternatives.

This has often meant keeping some values and
dropping others.

Women on campus have confronted their
problems but have reabsed vhal o Wosl women
off campus the problems are even greater.

I'he magority of South Africa’s women are doing
the lowest paid. most unskilled work and many
support families. They work a double day as they
must do housework when they retum from Lheir
jobs. ;
For these women their fight is for the rnght w
choose where Lhey live and work. to be paid a hiv-
ing wage hnd 10 have access to education and
health services.

Ihe Women's Charter adopled st the [irst
Mational Conference of Women, held in Johan-
nesburg in 1954 called for “soldarity sgainst
Apartheid’. which they saw as part and parcel of
their oppression as women.

I'heir leelings then remain popular even loday —
that wll men and women need 1o involve
themselves in decision making to ensure the aboli-
tion of oppression and discrimination in all areas of
sociely: al home, al work, al school, st university,
in making laws and in the running of the country.

SRC Women’s
Portfolios

SRC's around the country have estahlished por-
folios dealing with women's issues.

Focus interviewed those holding the portfolios:

Q: Why do you see a women's portfolio as impor-
tam?
A:'On Durban campus sexsm s stll prevalent:
within lecture theatres where women have been
discriminated against by lecturers. And on campus
ag a whole, women are ofien verbally and physical-
ly harassed.

I he women's co-ordinator tries o educate peo-
ple around these issues and supports those affected
by dscrimination
©): What has the women's porifolio done on Wits
so far?

A :Our main project last year was a campaign o sel
up a child- care centre at Wits. | he centre will take
eflfect from 1985,

We also trnied to establish contact with the
residences 1o gun some nsight into the wsues fac-
ing women al ‘Wils.

UCT SRC

UCT SRC

Q: What will the women's portfolic be dolng =t
LICT this year?

A:We hope to continue seminars started in the
residences last year on conlraceplion, rape and
olher msues of importance o women,

Une of our most exciling projects s an Advice
Bureau, where women can be helped on a vanetly
of msues We'd like 1o work closely with the
Women's Movement in combatting dscrimioation
on campus. One way of doing Lhis s Lo make both
men and women aware ol how sexism affects them.



FOCUS 18

NEW CONSTITUTION

IHE NEW constitution received a
majun:_'r ‘ves' vole from the while
cleclorale on November 2 last year
despite widespread opposition from
the rest of the population. J

I'he constitution was heralded as
Prime Minister P W Botha's “new
deal’ lor the coloured and Indian
comimiuntes

Sard the Department of Informa-
won. “For the first time in the history
of the RSA. directly elected white,
coloured and Indian members ol
parliament ure 1o serve in three
chambers in a single parliament, all
with the same stalus, the same lask,
the same rights und the same duties.”

Upposiion forces (o the new con-
stilgtion sy that i 8 nol reflorm, but "a
culculuted and cvnical manoeuvre 1o
entrench apartheid. co-opt oppor-
tumstic sectrons of black communitics
and cresie confusion and division
among our people.’

Ihe Bluck Sash saud, “the change
will be in the words and the tnmm-
mgs, while the policy of apartheid re-
muains very much as il always has been
und i anvihing becomes more
entrenched

Ihe constidution will introduce &
parliament with three racially
seperuled chambers in a ratio of 4
whites 1o 2 coloureds 1o one Indian
Each chamber will vole on ‘own® al-
fanrs which relate to that one race
group only. while all three chambers
vole on “general” affairs

Ihe ruling parties in each chambesr
then appont people to an Eleclioral
College on the 4:2:1 ratio. This college
with its white majority clects the ex-
ecutive stale president

lhe state pressdent appoints the
cabinet which s responsible for the
day-to-duy running of finance.
defence. housing and others. The
cabimet minsters do not need 1o be

Botha enticing white volers Iinto the laager

Thumbs down
for new deal

Focus look at why the new constitution

is being rejected left, right and centre.

members of parliament and are
therefore responsible only 1o the presi-
dent.

the president’s council is also

responsible only lo the president. Out
of 60 members, 25 are appointed by
the stale president. 20 chosen by the
white house of parliament. 10 by the
coloured house and 5 by the Indian
house. IF the separate racial houses ol
parlument cannot agree on a new law
i will be given to the president’s coun-
cil 1o decide
Ihe ‘president also appoints the

three rucially separate councils of
minsiers, who need not be members
ol parliament. 1 hese councils will be
m charge of departments whose work
alfects one rae group only. So the
coloured council will be in charge of
coloured education. the Indiin in
charge of Indian education and so on.

Criics of the new constitution have
said that it fails on several points:
BHlucks gre excluded. The constitus
tion exhudes blacks, because, says the
government. ‘blacks already have
their own governments,’

Clause 93 of the constitution gives
control of Black Affairs to the presi-
dent. lThis has been condemned
because ‘the tusk of restructunng
Soulth African sociely in order 1D
creale @ jusl and democratic order s
nol one which can be accomplished

by groups of "experts’. Maximum par-
ticipation by all the people in South
Africa i1s fundamental to any
democralic process.’

I'he Black Sash warns that exclusion

of the black majority makes “violem
conflict inevitable. A constitution that
excludes them is nonsense.’
@ lhe idea that participation in the
‘new deal’ olfers equal opporiunities
for the coloured and Indian com-
munities has been rejecied.

Dr Jassal. chairperson of the Ant-
Saic Commalee, sad: “Vhe new con-
stitution is designed to maintain white
control  while attempting to draw
some of Lthe priveleged elements of the
oppressed people into the while
lsager.’

@ | he new constitution entrenches the
single party dominance which has ex-
isted since |948. The role of the op-
position partics is limited by the power
of the president, who is effectively
elected by the white ruling party. All
debate in parliament will have Lo be
initiated by a cabinel minister
@ General’ affairs are decided on by a
yoint sitting of parliament, while all
laws dealing with "own’ afTairs remain
subject 1o the general laws of the
country. (eg. Group Areas Acl, Mixed
Muarnages Acl)

Ihe Natal Indian Congress has
pointed out that “houses ol parliament

~ 4

will hardly be sovereign even in deal-
ng with “own’ afTairs since the presi-
dent will decide on what matiers may
be deemed as “own’ affairs and further
he will be able 10 veto any amend-
ments introduced in those houses. His
decision & Nnal,

@ lhe president 15 virlually all-
powerful:

Under this constitution the president
will:

@control black aflairs

@decide when parliament will meet
@can dissolve parliament

@can declare war

@will appoint the cabinet, the
ministers councils and 25 members of
the Presidenis Council

@will decide whether any maiter is an
‘own’ or ‘general” allair

@cannol be challenged in court
®lle is not elected by the volers or
controlled by parliament.

Upponents (o the constitution say
nothing fundamentul has changed:
@lhe Group Areas Act and Ban-
lustans remain ’

Skorced removals will continue,

@ Fass laws remain,

®Unequal education remaing.

®Low wages. poor working conditions
and attacks on trade unions will con-
tinue.

@No Bill of Rights 15 included.
@lelentions will contimue

Upposition has come (rom com-
munily organisations, religious groups,
trude wmions, sporis. youth and
women's organisations. This
culminated in the national lunch of
the United Democratic Fromt where
Frank Chikane said as he opened the
meeling:

"‘Uur common stand is thal we reject
the constitutional proposals and the
Koomhol Bills n a national and
representative voice ol the majonty of
South Africans.’
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT ,

UDF unites
opposition
to apartheid

Under the UDF banner, over 500 organisations

call for a non-racial, democratic

outh Africa

LAST YEAR 400 organisations
formed the United Democratic Front
{(UDF) 1o oppose the new constitution
which they believe 1 racul, un-
democratic and authorizoan,

I'hese organisations included trade
unons. civics, womens and studenis
organisations.

Ihey reject the constitution and
Koornhol Bills because:

L]

Ihe proposals were drawn up by a
small group of people withoul con-
sulting the majonty of South Afncans.
L

It mamtains race as the criterion fon
political nghts. the majority stll hav-
II'II_ no vole

I'he Mront wis sel up in response (O a
call made by Rev Allan Boesak, presi-
dent of the World Alliance of
Reformed Churches, for united op-
position 1o the constitutional
proposals.

He sad: “There 15 no reason why
churches, civic associations, trade un-
ions, siudenis and other organisations
should not unite on this issue.’

People and organisations
throughout the country responded
enthusisatically 10 the wea

After consultation with a broad
range of organisations and individuals,
the UDF was formed,

15 000 people representing 400
organisations country-wide gathered
in Cape Town last August to launch
the front. They pledged to fight the
constitution and work for & non-racial,
democratic and unified South Africa

Three prominent South Afncan
democrats were clected presdents of
the UDF. They are Albertina Sisulu,
president ol the Federation of South
Afican Women, Oscar Mpetha, com-
munily lcader and former presedent
of the African Food and Canning
Workers Umion, and Archic Gumede,
who headed the Natal Release
Mandela Commiliee.

Patrons elected include Beyers
Naude, Nusas honorary president and
ex-direcior of the banned Christian
Institwte, Former Nusas presdent,
Andrew Boraine, was electied 10 the
Mational Executive.

g - C B B
UDF youth railly, UCT.
The UDF has regional branches in

the Transvaal, Matal, Eastern Cape,
Western Cape and the Border region.

Interested people can actively
palicipate in the UDF by joining their
local area committee or organisations
such ms the Johannesburg
Democratic Acton Commitiee,

Ihe UDF has continued to be &
powerful front despite harrassment.
Various meetings have been banned
and false pamphlels were distributed
before the national launch — aimed al
disrupting and confusing people aboul
the UDF.

Despite this, the UDF has grown
steadily and now has over 300
member organisations. It has also
received widespread international
support.

I'he UDF continues 1o have an on-
gowng programme of achon. A com-
mission has been set up o look inlo

Allan Boesak calls for united fronl

the planned conscription of coloureds
and Indians. A signalure campaign
has been launched to show that the
majonty of South Afncans are op-
posed Lo the new constilution,

I'he UDF sces the mgnature cam-
paign and the light against conscrip-
uon as pan of a long term campaign
agunst the constilution.

The UDF has made a firm commil-
menl 1o continually challenge the
government's policies.

The UDF also has the suppon of
thousands of white students. Kale
Philip, MNusas president saud: “It s im-
portant (or students to participale in
campaigns of the UDF and so link up
with other organisations commitied o
peaceful change and democracy i
South Afnca’ Last year 14 S stu-
dents on MNusas campuses signed a
pelition reyecting the new constitu-
tion

UDF activities have included
educational workshops for volunteers
in areas throughout the country, door
to door campaigns. mass meetings. all-
night vigils and publication of a
natonal newsleiter

Dunng the white referendum a
‘Peoples Weekend' was held. All over
the country people in opposition 1o
the constitution came together. Dur-
ing the weekend, meetings, concerts,
fetes and church serices were held

Ihe National General Council
(NGC) s comprised of afTiliated
organsations in each region and 18 the
policy-making body of the UDF.

Ihe MNational Executive Committee
(NEC) has three presidents and an ex-
ecutive chair appomnted by the NEC.
I wo vice-presidents are appointed by
cach region. It also has two
secrelanies. Iwo enecutive members
elecied by each repon and Iwo
natignal treasurers
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Life on the other
side of the fence

Sheena Duncan, Black Sash president, discusses the

laws which fence in the lives of many South Africans

FOCUE: it o slear that the meve-
mert of Afviean pesopls In Bowuth
Africa todey s highly corrolied.
How did this shustion develop?
DUNCAN:The 1911 Land Act was a
landmark in the residential separation
of African people. Of course, control
over the movements of blacks started
before this. But the Act. together with
the pass laws, ensured the control over
Africans. It made sure that Africans
on farms remained where they were,
and prevented them from moving to
the cities 1o look for work.

| oday. however. a smaller number
s needed on the farms because of
mechansation. So the govermment
can now go on with its removal
programme. They have replaced the
resident farm labourers with migrant
labour. which 18 cheaper as their
families don’t need 10 be supported by
the farmer. In effect they will only be
pdid pockel money.

For a long time the homelands
remained resevours of labour — which
could be recruited without any
restraints on the emplovers. Afler
I968, government regulations
tightened up the procedures for the
recruitment of migrant labour. A one
year coniract syslem was introduced,
designed Lo prevenl more people get-
tung urban rights. To get urban nghts,
workers had 1o be conlinuously
employed in one job for 1U years, but
the one year contract broke that con-
linuous employment.

I'he most recent legislation will stop
black urbanisation allogether. The
Orderly Movement and Settlement of
Black Persons Bill will mean 2 man
who has got his permit cannot bring
his family to the urban arcas unless he
has a job and a house of his own. And
its got 1o be a whole house, not just a
hired room in somebody else’s house,

S0 onginally the conlrols were lo
lorce black people onto the new
mines, Mow the aim is to force people
oul of the urban areas and back o the
homelands. which serve as dumping
grounds for the surplus population.
FOCUS: What are the effects of the
migrant labour system an the
families loft behind?
DUNCAN:The effects have been
lernble, and they've just gol worse.
IThere are abandoned families,
children growing up withoutl fathers,
and as poverly Increasss, women
move away leaving only the old peo-

-

il a
Resetilement camps — dumping ground of the surplus population

ple and children behind. In umes of
recession young men hang around
with nothing to do. There is also a
total breakdown of communily and
custom...oh, | could go on for two
hours.

FOCUS: What is the shtustion in the
rursl sress?

DUNCAN:For people in the rural
areas, their lives are an unimaginable
experience of oppression. Ciskei, for
example, 18 not only corrupt. uncaring
and inefficient. It is downright
dangerous o have an argument with
an offlicial about anything — even
yOUr pensions.

When you gel a situation where
every detail of your life s controlled
— that’s real oppression. The Sebe
regime has imposed a constant stream
of levies and taxes which have (o be
paid. It is & system of extortion. The
more cormupl it 18, the more people
suffer. but in the end they all sufTer.

FOCUS :What of losing citizenship 7
DUNCAN:South African laws have
many categories which deny
citwenship when a homeland 15 given
its independence. If for example, you
just speak the language of any portion
of the population who live there, or
are "culturally’ or in any other way as-
sociated with any person living there
— You lose your citizenship. There
were B million people denationalised
between 1976 and 1981, That's quite
an achwevemen.

FOCUS: Thers was only & 10 par-
cent poll in the recent Town Coun-
cll slactions. What do you think of
thass Councils?

DUNCAN:The Town Councils are
umply an attempl to create black
scapegoats for unpopular government
measures, for example rent increases.
I'heir total lack of funds leaves them
powerless as their only source of
finance is through rents, rales and
tanes,

Ihe new townships have very high
rents. Unly a small. prosperous, urban
community will survive them, and
many poorer people will not survive in
the townships. his will aid influx con-
trol and lorce people into rural areas.

If you look at where the governmenl
18 building new townships, il's very
peculiar. They are not in *white’ South
Africa. and so will eventually be incor-
porated into the homelands. The peo-
ple living there will immediately iose



their urban rights on the day of in-
dependence. Why move people 120
km from Johannesburg unles you
have sinister desires?

FOCUS: One of the thies placess of
lsglslation known aa the Koormmhof
Bilis is the Ordery Movement and
Settiement of Black Persons B It
was not legisieted with the othes
two amd has now gone lmo com-
mittes. Could you axplain the con-
tants of the bill as it now stands?
DUNCAN:The bill deals with who
may stay in an urban area. Its primary
aim is 1o extend urban rights to a small
proportion of the African population,
while tightening control over the so-
called ‘illegals’. The bill aims to pre-
venl Africans from leaving rural areas
by depriving them of the possiblity of
coming 10 town.

FOCUS: Do you think that the bl
will be leglislated, and whet do you
think ita eoffects will be?
DUNCAN:Yes. | think it will be im-
plemenied by May. From the govern-
ment’s paint of view, they would wani
to get all controversial legislation dealt
with before the lirst parliament meets
under the new constitution. They
want to tidy the whole thing up so that
they can present the new constitution
as reform.

he implications of this are that the
rights of those living in the urban arcas
will be considerably reduced. and it
stops black urbanisation. It is very
simple and siraight forward: It s
super-efTicient and easy 1o administer,
but very difficull to comply with —
which is exactly what the government
wanis.

Previously, similar bills came
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Passes — Instruments of control

ucT ltudlﬁh and Cape Town residents picket the pass laws.

through in separate amendments with
little mgmificant resistance to them.
The Orderly Movement Bill on the
other hand s entirely new so that the
black community has really got
organised. It s significant thal the
UDF took up these bills and the new
constitution — it's as though the
government gave us a gift.

FOCUS: Wihat do you s a8 The
role of students waniing to gat In-
vohrad In this srea?

DUNCAN:It needs some sensilivily,
you can'l just bump along 1o a black
organisation and say, *|’ve come (o as-
sist you'. | mean it is simply not on. |
would say that a student’s first step is
to take & look at whal organisations
there are on campus. like Propects
Comm, Wages Comm, Conscientious
Objector Support Groups. Student
newspapers, or whatever Lthey are in-
leresied in.

Another major task that could be

done 1§ silling in the pass courls, as
we ve noliced *hat white faces in the
courts slow down the whole process.
As the process depends on its speed, it
does more than just sitting there Lo ex-
pose il, it actually does intervene.

I think most new students know very
little about the real issues confronting
South Africa — they've got to learn
first, and the process of joining student
organisations 18 very important. fhal s
where vou find out

FOCUS: There Is & lot of opposition
o society as R pressntly axiste.
How would you snavisags sn ldeal
ssclety In which the majority of
people are satisfied?

DUNCAN:In my ideal society, all
people should be free to live their lives
as they choose as far as is consistent
withr Lheir peighbours. That would in-
clude all the basic human nghts, and
the state must ensure things ke just

wages, food and shelter. | also believe
that the powers of the state have 1o be
severely limited

lhere should be maximum
decentralisation of power, because
that 15 the way people gel control over
iheir own environment. There shoukd
be restraints on monopoly capitaligm
I'm afrmd that one might have to putl
up with an unacceplable amassing of
wealith in the hands of a few -
dividuals.

You aziually wanl a sociely with as
few legal constrainis as possible, and i
goes without saving thiat there should
be absulute protection of the n-
dividual against arbitrary action by the
stdle, s0 thal you can’t be whipped off
and showved mio detention. Once Yol
concede the principle that there might
be cireumstanees in which the govern-
ment s justifed il 15 the beginming
ol the end
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A rebel
without
a cause

BOP TV, born under the wing of the
SABL and the Nationalist govern-
ment. is proving o be a most
troublesome child indeed

It was launched from Mmabatho in
newly “independent’ Bophuthatswana
on New Years Day, 1984,

And since then government plans to
creste an obedient tnbal television
service promoting apartheid ideology
have begun 1o backfire.

The government and its propaganda
arm. the SABC. thought it had BopTV
neatly sewn up through a series of
hard hitling agreemenis with Lucas
Mangope

Ihe agreements stipulated tha
nether service would ‘slander’ or
thresten the ‘national interest” ol
cither government.

I'he big stick on this occasion has
two surfaces. The government sup-
ples the money needed 1o keep
BoplV poing and it conirols the
repealer transmission stations which
send out the BoplV sgnal

I'he signal travels on a thin stream
from station to st.tion until it reaches
a target arca. Strategically placed sta-
twons slant the sagnal towands the arca

Target areas are to consst of
‘Iswana speaking people who live in
South Afnca.” according to Mr Rizan
Eksteen, head of the SABC

Iswana speaking people were Lo be
penpointed in Soweto, Kagiso and a
range of black spots in South Africa.

Ihe ingredients were there, bul
wdeology and technology intervened.

Technically, the SABC mis-
calculated - the transmitter stations
‘leaked’ signals inlo the while areas
around targets and transmitler sia-
tions. Many arcas around Johan-
nesburg and Pretoria received the
‘freak’ signal

The SABC was caught ofl balance.
Thinly veiled threats emerged from
its hierarchy warning that the
‘spillage’ could not be ‘guaranteed’
There has been much heavy
breathing offstage by officials who
quictly tell the press that whites
should not waste their money.

The press replied that (o find a solu-
ton would cost hundreds of thou-
sands of rands. The second best solu-
tion — o turn down the signal —
would blank oul screens of a large
number of those *Tswana speaking
people who live in South Afnca”

Ihe debate has gone round and
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round with the central issue being
why whites — armed with their R150
serials — should be prevented from
walching BopTV.

Also a threat to the govermment are
the statements from BopTV
represeniatives that the station will
have its ‘own’ approach to politics,
entertunment and ethics.

BopTV may be so danng that o
might quote Winnie Mandela, wife of
Nelson Mandela, the imprisoned
leader of the African National
Congress.

There has been little relevant news
s0 far on BopTV to wrile home
about, but where BopTV really made
a dent is in the Neld of entertainment.

Bop has gone into expensive and
lavish American and British
programmes about boardroom in-
trigue, spy and cop thrillers and
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dollops of world spor. This is why
the white rush for acnals took place.

It is also a national secrel that the
SABC is utterly bonng, and lifeless in
fts approach o the medium. BopTV
has included such programmes as
‘Kojak” and Mitcheners “Centennial’.

SABC runs three racially divided
services: TV, for whites, TV2 for *X-
hosas' and “Zulus' and TV3 for
“Tswanas" and *Sothos’ and it works
very hard 1o win their “hearts and
minds’,

To win hearts and minds over o
apartheid wdeology imposes strict
limits on the ability of the SABC to
cover the South Afncan reality.

Entertainment has to be wrapped in
the straighi-jacket of nationalist
morality, and politica has o0 be

against apartheid, for merely the
slightest scratch on the service

reveals an awful and damning reality.

Botha’s elitist
paper puppets

SOUTH AFRICA's battered prem
has come under a new form of con-
trol.

Thanks to the South African Media
Council (SAMC). the commercial
press is now censoring itsell, and the
student and communitly press awails a
new onslaught.

The SAMC is a body set up, under
government pressure, by the New-
spaper Press Union (NPU), the ownens
of the commercial newspapers. The
SAMC constitution describes the
council as ‘a sell-disciplining body o
ensure compliance with its code (of
conduct).’

This means the SAMC can impose a
fine of up to RI0 00D on any NPU
member found to have infringed the
code.

Newspapers like the student and
communily papers are nol members
of the NPU. and are not bound by the
SAMC powers. But they do still feel
the weight of the council’s activities.
Ihe SAMC constitution
the council 10 “consider and enquire
into reports in the media which are
nol member publications.’

Ihis can be on the council’s own in-
itimtive or “in consequence of a com-
plaint from the public.’

According 1o the South Afncan
Society of Journalists, the government
could use a cnlical media council
report to justify the banning of the
newspaper and the journalists in-
volved.

Ihe SAMC grew out of the 1980
Steyn Commission report into the
mass media. Steyn recommended the
regstration of all ) This
would have forced them to low &
continued on page 23



ITHE WEST Indies have gone, and
South African cricket returns to sola-
tion in the face of the world sports
boyeott.

I'he South African Cricket Union
claims the lour was & success with the
Weat Indian cricketers providing
strong opposition (o the official South
African side.

But the SACU made heavy losses
Mo one knows exactly what the West
Indians were pasd. but it was definnely
higher than SACU earned.

Despite the advertising announcing
the West Indians s an unoffical but
sirong side, many maiches were
played 10 near empty stands.

The international cricket boycolt
began after 1970 when the world el
South African sport reflected the
country's apartheid policies. The

On the scrapheap of history

SACU feels the boycott is used by
radical groupings to disrupt South
African social life, and has denied any
links between politics and sport.

However the government was
forced to apologise 1o West Indian,
Colin Croft, after he had been thrown
oul of a ‘whites only' train compan-
ment by the conductor.

I'he SACU was established claiming
to be a non-racial cnckel union. Its
opposilion, the non-racial Transvaal
Cricket Board (TCB) has said, “While
apartheid exists. sport cannol be truly
merr Tacial . and has called the mebels
‘cricket mercenaries’. It feels the
SACU uses money 1o get players to
break the sports boycotl.

I'he TCB says the SACU “has only
been interested in promoting profes-
sional lop class cricketers’ and

Windies storm abates

‘amateur and community cricket’ has
been neglected. *Black players do not
have equal riunities o learn and
praclise thewr skills' under SACL.
Ihe Weal Indian tour faced com-
munity opposition. They were Lo have

played & team from Elsies River. but |

the Elsies River Crcket Club con-
demned the tour. Al &8 mass meeling
of 600 residents it was decided to
picket the match.

Ihe West Indians cancelled the
match ‘due 1o adverse publicity’.

The United Democratic Froni
WD) represenied ab the Elsies Rives
mass meeting. told FOCUS, “The
UDF has. and still does. add its voice
of condemnation of this tour to that of
other progressive Organisations
fightng for mon-racial sporlt in our
country.’
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continued lrom page 22

government line or face de-
registration — and lose their jobs.

I'he managing director of SAAN,
Mr (live Kinsley. cnticised Steyn s
plan saying thai the newspaper in-
dusiry had always believed in their
self-disciphine”.

Mectings between the NPL ana the
Minister of Internal AfMairs, Chris
Heunis, followed., The resull was a
toned-down bill calling for Lhe
registration of newspapers only,
coupled with the establishment of the
SAMC.

The media would discipline itself,
rather than accepling governmeni-
imposed restriclions.

Ihe Depanment of Foreign Affairs
then assured ils overseas readers:
‘Journalistically. the South African
press constitules one of the few collec-
live mass media on the continent that
deserves the description of ‘free’

I'he NPU has apparently begun to
believe in the myth it helped 1o create.
On the celebration of its hundredth
anniversary in 1982, the NPU called
‘the first one-hundred years of the
press as a free institution.’

The SAMC is required 1o have both

Self-censorship

vs state

-
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media and public representatives on
the council, who are supposed 10
come ‘from all sectors of the popula-
tion’. However., The Star, in & repont

last Owctober stated that ‘several
editors expressed concern over the
lack of broad representativeness on
the body. Most fell the choice was
over-balanced in favour of the conser-
valive section of society.’

Yet this ‘self-control’ s seen by the
commercial press as preferable 1o
government imposed controd. The

control

Argus. in an editorial last year, said
“The council (SAMC) i an expression
of the beliel of the South African press
that voluntary sell- discipline is vital
for the preservation of the freedom of
expression’.

Giulietta Fafak, president of the
South African Siudents Press Union
commenied: “The decision that the
NPU will have 10 make, when again
faced with the choice of gagging itself,
or being gagged by the governmenl i
clear. The time has come for the com-
mercial press to refuse o do the
government's dirty work.’

In the meantime, the SAMC stll
claims to ‘uphold and maintain the
freedom of the media in South
Africa.’

I'he SAMC has |4 representatives of
the media, and another |4 represent
the public

Of the |4 media representatives, 6
are appomnied by the National Press

Union (NPU). the owners of the com-
mercial newspapers, Another &b
members are appointed by the
Conference of Editors,

Both the South Afncan Society of
Journalists (SAS]) and the Media
Workers Association (Mwasa) have a
single seal

A spokesperson for Mwasa sad they
had rejected the invitation 1o par-
Lcipaie

Il these organisations fail to
nominate members (o the SAMC, the
Conference of Editors will nominate
other people in their place.

The Council is thus dominated by
appoiniments ‘from the top’. and B
likely 10 be seen by the average jour-
nalist as ‘a body reflecting the views of
editors and managers only.” sad the
SAS) in a report last September

There are only 2 black pecple on the
council There are no representatives
from the progressive press. trade un-
ions, churches or communily
organisations

According 1o The Journahst, olficial
pournal of the SAS). the public
mepresentatives seem (o come (rom
g business and white dominated
ofgamisations
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For the best in student iravelx
\s_e)e/SASTS ~ South African

Students’ Travel
Service

Special Tours ‘

Discounts on overseas rail travel
Vac Jobs

Cheap accommodation
Travel literature for students

s

And ... much more _)

Where to flnd your  fi /l!
local SASTS office Al

HEAD OFFICE GRAHAMSTOWN

Mezzanine Floor, Anreith Corner, Hans Students’ Union, ¢/fo SRC, Rhodes
Strydom Ave, PO Box 1381, Cape Town University, Grahamstown 6140, Tel:
BODO. Tel: (021) 276438, (0461) 3459,

Telex: 5727858, Cables STUDTRAN'

JOHANNESBURG
CAPE TOWN Students’ Union, ¢/o SRC, University of
Students’ Union, c/o SRAC, University of the Witswatersrand, Jan Smuts Ave,
Cape Town, Rondebosch 7700, Tel: Johannesburg 2001, Tel:(011) 7163010/
698531 ext 750/762 or 65-1808 451,

DURBAN PIETERMARITZBURG
Students’ Union, o/o SRC, University of Students’ Union, ¢/fo SRC, University of
Natal, King George V Ave, Durban 400I. Natal, PO Box 375, Pietermaritzburg
Tel: (031) B1-1788 3200, Tel: (0331) 6-2226/0.
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