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After a period in Ceylon and India he was
ordained in 1937, and in 1943 went to South Africa
as Priest-in-Charge of the Community of the
Resurrection’s Mission in Sophiatown, and stayed
in that country until 1956. Fe has been a champion
of the black people there ever since.
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Mauritius and Archbishop of the Province of the
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I sall yoie mawiht for yosr comford,
Yea, nawglt for your desire,

Nave that the sky grows darker yot
And the sea vises higher,
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PREFACE

This new edition of Nawght for yosr Comfort appears ac 3
© time of crisis for African people of South Africa and
.. Namibia.

 When I wrote the book twency-eight years ago it is true
to say that mose people ta the West had no un&:rxmnding
at all of the meaning of “apartheid”. Today everyone of
intelligence knows that what T wrote then was the simple
teuth, namely that South Africa is the only vountey in the
world which bases its entire way of life on discriminadon by
race and colour. Morcover, South Africa is also unique io
making the issue of race dewrminative for the lives of all tes
citizens.

After twenty-cighe years it sull remaing true that no black
African has citizenship rights in the B7 per eent of the
country declared 1w buﬁm};{ to white Souelt Africa. Ouly in
the so-called Homelands or Bantustans hay the African the
right o clum cirizenship, but this citizenship is noe
recognized anywhere else on ¢arth. Tt is reckoned that some
three and a half million black Africans have been upraoesd
from thetr homes lo South Africa without chiee and
dumped in these Homelands without hope. This is the
meaning of aparthetd and it is true © say that for the black
African, apartheid is more deeply enrenched in faw than i
- was when [wrote this book,

Int spite of the massive propaganda of the Souch African
Government about its new constisational arrangement for
the Coloured and  Indiag  population, these  same
coastitutional changes deprive the majority of all citizenship
rights in their own country.

At the same time South Alvica bas been engaged in &n
external policy of agpresssion against its Afrvican aeighbours
and of destabilizanion agaiost their governments, In many
countries South Africe iy breaking international baw and for
the past seven years hay defied the Security Couneil of the
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12 ' PREFALCE

United Nations by continuing to oceupy Namibix el
carrying out extensive and appalling militiry ateacks on the
civilian population. Having successfully destcoved the
~economy of Mozambique, South Africa has forced iy
_government to sign the Accord known as the Mkonad
‘Accord, which gives it the whip-hand and yet which hay
been made to appear as an act of magnanimity.

Unfortunately, the West has laegely accepred Sowh
Africa’s policies and there is, therefore, the danger dat
South Atrica will do what it likes, both inside the country

- and in its excernal policies, for the foresevable future,

In this sense South Africa is undoubtedly a threar w world
peace in a way which was not true when this book fiese
appeared,

- Obviously changes have happened over these vears, but

apartheid itself is stronger and s in fact the only encmy
which remains to be defeated, I can only hope and pray thae
those who read this new edition of my hmvﬁ will recopnizd
- this simple truth and do all they can to persuade those in
‘power in their own countries to continue w isolite South
Africa until apartheid is defeated,

July 1984 , TREVOR HUDBLESTON, ¢ 4.



CHAPTRR ONBE
QUT OF AFRICA

B A fvica sempar aligutd nof
Pliny

e e T ey T RN

Tr 18 told of Smmes thar, when he said farewell to any of his
friends or distinguished visitors leaving Soudh Alfrics, he
quoted in that high-picched voice of his the lines of de
Mare;

Look rhy lart on dll things lovely,
Buary hour,

I have no doubr char to Smuts the loveliness of South Africk
was its matural beauty and geandeur: its wild Hflowers and
grasses, about which he knew so much: the great emptiness of
its skies above the sitence of the velde.

Buy, since T knew of my recall to England by che Community
to which I belong, those words have huunted me: and tlis
book, written from the heare of the Africa 1 love, would be
tncomplete if I did noc somehow set it in rthe contest of this
sudden, unwanted, bue inevitable departure: " Pagir, ¢lest
moutit ur pen” .. . and [ am in the ;ifmc.csei of dying: in the
process, " every hour” The thing asbout such a Jeath; the
quality of it is to heighten the loveliness of what ane s leaving
behind, Wichoue sentimentality or any foolish tegeees, it 45
most necessary o try ancd evaluate one's fedlings: o wy @
discover and to relate that strange but deeply real ceuth which
so many have experiencedethe witchery of Africa: the way
it fays its hold upon your heare and will not ler you go. There
are many esiles from Africa whose bears are seibl there, anid

always will be. Why should ir be so¢ 1 shall oo be ove of
them, 5o I must koow the gnswer,

When, fifceen yrars ago, [stond before thie High Altar i our
great and beautibul conventual %hur:,;h at Mitheld, @ make my

13 :
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14 NAUGElIT FOR YOUNR COMEQRT

~ yows, T knew what [ was doing. I knew amongse arher ehines
“that the vow of obedience, willingly and freely wken, wonid
" inevitably involve ao¢ the suerender of freedom (ad s %0 ofen
supposed) but the surrendec of sebowill, I knew thae it would
involve, some day, somewhere, the raking-up or the bayiog
down of 2 task entrusted to me by the Conumuanity, » task t b
done not of myself nlone, and therefore not dependente ujun
my own desires or wishes, [ knew what T was doing, [ was gl
to do it. I am still glad, and thankful, t tuve done ir, For stis
" that vow of obedience which alone gives a man the serength,
when he most needs it, to die by pacegiap from whie he luves.
Nothing else could have wea me away from Africa ar s
moment, And no other motive than n superoarical one conthd
be sufficient or strong enough to make sense of sueh & preting.
© - Indeed, 1 should feel I had failed lamentably inall disr 1 have
tried to do if the parting were without tears. For it waonld
~mean thae the work had been without love, So | have o con
plaints, no regrets {except for my failures and my sins), ey a
. “great thankfulness for the twelve yeass that are aver, ansd for
. the marvellous enrichmenc they have meant in my lite,
- Look thy Iast on all things lovely ., ." Most of my eimwe in
- South Africa has been spent in Johannesburg, und hatf of it m
cone.of the shums of that city of gold. No one, 1 think, could
- call Johannesburg a lovely place. It is oo stark and o wrvane
- promising: too lacking in roy softness of Lght and shinde: o
- overwhelmingly and blatantly the cencre of the Witwarerseand,
to have much loveliness. Bug I have seen, momentarily, the
golden sand of the mine-dumps ceossed by grey and puiple
~ shadows in the evening, transformed into a real heauty i
(thing impossible to the slag-heaps of induserinl Eogland.  And
~ T'have come to love the rolling country of the high-velde round
the city, stretching away to the Magalieshuwg mouncains and
- giving to Johannesburg a setting which belongs to few cicies in
-+ the world, Of the beauty of irs tich homes und gardens { will
not write: for | havee never been able to see the beansy with-
out remembesing the corrugatedeiron shacks and the masdly
yards where our African people Live. Indeed, 1 am certain tha
10 patural beauty could ever 3o Iny hold un my heare as tor make
me weep for leaving it. Others may be crered differenedy;
~ have never been able to feel that nosealgia for placer, livwever
iovcfly. And,afrer all, Africn is a cruel place tather thao o bewt-
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tiful one. She lives by extremes. Her storms and her sundidae
are both fierce. Life tself i prevarions and hus 1o find 2 foac-
hold by struggling agalont chat bursen sk, those xorching
“winds, that arid, sandy soil, : -

Johangesbueg itself, which is the Flaﬂe T kinow and love besr,
would he by most people regaeded as Iping anrside the real
Africa: a cosmopalitan, .-::mw&m;i vity—-mh fike those smaller
cities of America, new and Brash and haed, ..,

" Look thy lase on all things lovely ... Wit does it meas,
then, this real agony of parring? Wy Joes it conr so mulyd
What T am hoping to say it this Dok will give the answer,if 1
am at all capa{wle of giving it \ o

Spiritual writers speod guite a Jor of tine wiking abone
" detachment.” The lives of the saine are fall of insances of
this vireue, which indeed is a vitally necessaey sane tn the Chrg
ian jife. Bur generally the impression thae such writers give is
of a negarive and cold yuality : & refusd o allow vnenelf
hecome ™ attached " for ljcrar lese 1ry somw way swch ateachimens
would mean a base disloyalty to Cheist. No doubs there are
souls who, for their own protection, sune eschew all haman
affection if they are © cleave © God in pusity of hearr. 1 am
natane of them. For me, detachment is only real if i mvatves
loving; loving to the fulless exeent of ane’s pane-hut tovog-
nising ar the ssme time that such hve i set in the contexe of 4
supernacural kove of God, Theo, when thie moner of we
readee, of parting, comes, one a3 wordhewhite offeting
make: an offering whivh is the kwve and affecton of all the
years, for all those ong bas known; i s somie meaning, like
the precious sintmenr pawresd onr on e foot of Ehrpse. And
it is costly ww.

YA things lovely . . 0 Ol Misism o her loom in
Sophiatown, writing o sty good-bye 7 We will onss thay
patting hand which reminds ws of & verram Ko winy had
people who did noc seem w koow the way Blome  Thar B
lefe his royal seac and come o Jive as one of them for shiery
years, and for cheee yors he tried oo show ghem the way B
Whers he wns satistied dhat ehoy knew the way, e el tiem
May Heaven bless vou, and it yost do ot come back s Sennehy
Afvica sgain we will inevt ar Josw feer” -

“AN things lovely " The hads of & gredt smiade of
livele children serenched out wn teiss wo grangs roy owa, o tug ag
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- the skirts of my cassock. And their eyes. The end of an all-
 African concert in my honour, aud Todd Macchikiza 5o excited
that his composition has gone well. The timid knock at my
~ doorand Jonas, whom I thoughe felt necvous of wiking frankiy
~ to me, " Father, there's # great problemt I want to spegk to yon
about...” And the imﬁaand, putting on their new uniform

- dor the first 'me ., ., And the Congress—mueting ont in the

.- open square, * Mayibuye-Afrika ": vitalicy, life, the Afrien of
~- - the future , . . Amy so much else. So very much else,

. This is the end of  chapter. And I thauk God T bave had
the opportunity of living through it. The lenst ] ¢an do is o uy
and obey His voice from the durkness of the years thas lie
ahead. And I am certain that * All shall be well, and il shalt
- be well, and all manner of thing shall be well "—for the Africa
~* I'love, the Africa of my heart's desire,

There are many different ways In which it would he possible
to assess. the situation in South Africa, .
- What I will attempt to do is to use cectuin legislation, certain
authoritative statements* and certain movements illostrate
4 single theme. But not in any abseract and theorerical way:
rather as they affect the lives of pegsons: as I know them from
day-to-day experience: as I feel them in my own heast ae this
. moment. What I shall try to avoid is thae most comman and
‘persistent error in all such assessments——the setempt to be ims
partial: By this I mean that I shall weite this book s 4 pareisan,
for I believe chat Churistians ace committed in the fisld of human
relationships to a partisan. 1 believe chac, because Cod became
Man, ﬂ:e:ejfore human nature in-itself has a dignity and & value
which is irfinite, I beleive that this conception nevessarily
carties with it the idea thar the State exists for the indiviual,
- oot the individual for the State. Any doctrine based on raciad
- or colour prejudice and enforced by the State ia therefore an
‘affront to human dignity and " ipso facto * an iasult to God
himself. It is for this reason that I feel bound to OppsE
only the policy of the present Government of the Union of
South Africa bur the legislation which fows from thix podicy, §
Am not interested, therefore, in any hy-products of legislativa
which, in themselves, may appear 1o be benclicial tw the
African.” T believe that a very grest deel of harm s done in
. - © * Sea Appeodix, .
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South Africe by people of goodwill and even hetter Intentlons
who bend over backwards in their efforts w interpret Nation
atise legislacion in n Favournble light. Te iy always possible,
I suppose, even in the most vicious enscements of the most
vicious governments to see elements of porentinl good. But
Wilberforce would never have succeeded in abolishing slavery
if he had listened to the arguments of Bind<hearted bur wrang-
headed slave-owners, No advance can be mude againse pres
judice rnd fear unless thess things are scen as irrational and
brought out into the ferce lighe of day. There is no room for
com;fmmisc or fence-sitting over n question such ry racial
ideology when it so dominaces the chought of & whole country.
South Africans are very fond of descnbing their muleiseacial
society as unique; o8 & problem which does not confront other
nations; as ¢ sitvation demanding sympachy and understanding
from the rest of the world, Euqually they are almost pathalogice
ally sensitive to criticism from outside, whether it is expressed
by a committes of UN.O. ot by Canon Collins, Invariably the
defeace is thar none can understand South Africa’s problerns
except White South Africans. No one, apparently, cin undeg-
seand “ che native ™ wxcepe his boss or his ™ missus” And none
should dare to bring tw the bar of world opinion {or of the
Christian consclence outside the Union} sueh complicared
problams. To do so s © he o taitor to one's country) sn
“uidander " who refuses o recognise ics claim to loyalty--in
ANy case & person whose opinions are vahugless and can be
ignored,

The truth s that the overwhelming mejority of South
Afticans of the “ white " group have no conception whistever
of human reladonshipy except that based on racial domination.
The only Africans they kaow, they know as servants or us
employees. Whilse the cenree of the Souch -Africen scene hus
shiﬁe inevimb’ly to the cities nod their indusccinl areas, the
vase majority of " Buropeans * have no knowledge whatever of
che urban African und his background. The greatest tragedy,
in ope sense, of the present situacion is the toral ignorance of
those in responsible positions of goverament pf the way in
which young Africa thinks, valks aned lives. At tease here, after
ewelve years of the closese possible contace with che wbanised
African, I can claim an suthority to speak ac festhand. T woudd
not dure co sy that I can interpret the position perfectly, sell
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fess that I can prophesy when and {n what form the inevitable
revolt against present policies will come, That i el come [
am entirely convinced, That theee is no tine o lose in brek-
‘ing the present Government I am also convineed. Aand, untike
many whase opinions I greatly respect, | believe that o do this
+ the whole weight of world influence and world opinion should
- be brought to bear, If this is disloyaley to South Africa, then |
am- disloyal. 1 prefer to believe, however, that Christians are
- called o a higher obedience, 8 more profound patriotism than
that due to 2 * de facto ” Government, The South Africa I love;
the land to which I give all the loyaity that can be demanded is
that which is built on a sweer and more permanent fonndation
than white supremacy. It is the land which, 4t presene, exists
- only in the hopes, perhaps only in the dreams of a fow: 8 Jand
whose motto is even now emblazoned on the Union coae-af-
azms: ' Ex unitate vires," but whose behaviour and articnde i3
expressed’ in 2 real unity of races and in 2 real surengch of
moral principle.



CHAPTHR TWO

THE DAYLIGHT AND
THE DARR

There the spdemdonr af the daylieht grome dreaier than
e ddark oy _ _
v Ko Cherdernam, " The Arivecrae”

3K b e

It was Holy Saturday in- Sophiatown: the busiese duy in the
year for any priest who has ¢hacge of n parish s Hyly as that
of Chrise the King. For, in order that Easter and the Lord's
Resuerection shall be the mose glorivus and erinmphant day io
the calendar, there is much w0 be dove in preparation. There
wre many confessions to he heand: chere is the ceremonial of
the New Fire w reheagse: chere is che Church o be made
: rcndg. And, of course, as always in Sophivown, there is a

steady stream of people coming o the dove to pay their chuech
tickets or to ask one of the fathers 1o come and baptise a sick
buaby or to comphiin e ehe water has been cae off by their
lanjlmd and the draing are blocked. . .. Soon this Ssoarday
morning T was not wo plewsed when there scaode into my
oflice~-and evidentdy angry--the young manage of the one
and only milk-bac in Saphiatown : wn ex-vervice man whi had
begun a few months biack an experiment - Buropesn in an
Alrican township rusning an Amecnestyle soda oo,
“It's Jacob ., " Em began. . .. " Facher, U'm damn’ well going
to do something about this . . . ic's a bloody shume, ... Father,
you've got o help me, . . "

On Maundy Thursday night ae Jeppe stagion, Javob Ledwaba
had been arcested for being oue after the curfew and withour
his pass, Oo Sacurday morning he came home. He whd hiswife
he had been kicked in the stomuch in the colls mnd dhae he was -
in such pain that he conldi'e go 1o work, Wounld she go snd el
the boss, and explain? Yo was thix chae brought the manager of
the milkbar to wy oflice av the Mission o Holy Saturduy
©MOTNIng. oo '
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Tt would be easy to dramatise euis incident-and in many
~recent novels on South Africa such Incidents bawve bheen
“described. AL T want to say is this. Jacob was taken t bospiral
and died of & bladder injury, leaving a widow snd 8 monchuld
baby, We brought a case againse the police, and in evidence
produced aftidavies concerning the natuse of the injury from the
two doctors who had attended Jacob, We also had the services
of an eminent Q.C, The verdice (long after Jucal's body had
bren lid in the cemetery : long frer any fresh medical evidence
conld possibly come 1o lighe) was chae he haid died of congeniral
syphilis. The magistrace added a rider o his verdive to the
elfect thae the police had been shamefully misepreseased in
t}xis case, and that there was no evidence whatever inculpasing
‘them,

So Jacob died, in the firse place becunse he had forgoteen m

carey his pass. In the second because, Goand Friday being

~ public holiday in 8. Africa, be bad spene cweney-four houss in
-the police cells in Jeppe, _

~ 'This thing happened quite a long time ago pow, and T snp-
pose that if Jacob's son is still alive he {5 just ac the beginning
of his schooldays. It will only be & few years more till the day
when he, w0, must caery 2 pass. 1 only hope aod pray he will
not be so careless as his fucher was, and forper it one evening
when he goes to visit his friends. It can be very cosely to forgee
your pass.

Now, the impace of such an incident as this vpon & peies i3
rather different, I suppose, from its irmpact upon the ondinary
South African citizen. For, to a priese, Jucab is Jacob Ledwabs,
husband pnd head of & family: }awb Ledwaba, member of the
congregation ac Chrise the King: Jacob Ledwabs, whose babe
I have bapeised: upon whose lips I have placed, Sunday by
Sunduy, the Body of Christ: whose joys and sorrows 1 have
known—whose sins, by the authority committed wnby e, 1
have forgiven as he knelt beside me of a Saweduy evening after
eveasong in che lovely church, To the ordinaey South Alrivan
citizen, he s a native boy {and he would still be & bay if he

lived o seventy) who hada't gor a pass and who way probably
cheeky to the police when chey arrested him. A pity he died

But we must have control, :
I read again thee the Archbishop of Cape Town weate e
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antly In some church magazine: " The extreme complaceney of
the publications of the State Information Office so iy us | have
seen them gives the impression that the Union of South Africa
is 3 kind o% eacthly parsdise for ity iohabitanes of every gronp.
The accounts given hy some of the visitors o this conntry
suggest thae the Union of South Africa is & hell on earth. The
facts stated on both sides are mainly cosrect. Bue . . . the
difference lies in the way in which the macerial is seleceed.”

I wonder if it is really as simple ns all that. 1believeic ro be
not a matrer of the way material is selected so much as the way
in which one assesses the real meaning and purpose of Jife. Un
this level, hell is not a bad desceiption of South Africa, nor &
very great exaggecation, For, a8 [ undemstand i chealogically,
the real pain and agony (expressed symbolically bue very
definitely by Chrisc in the Gospels) of hell is fruscration, Irs
atmosphere is dread. Tts hurror i its eteenity. When you ace in
hell, you see the good but you can never rench ic: you know
that you are made for God but between yourself and Him
“ thete is a great gulf fixed.” It is not a bad deseription of the
ultimate meaning of apartheid. And I am not av all supe that
it is very far from the ideal which the present Government of
South Africa has set ftself to avtnalise,

At least che fruseeation and the fear are the most obwious
characteristics of the presenc time for the Afrivan. And there
is a sense in which ir would seem that they muse remain sa for
& very long while, And, of chese elements of fear and frose-
ration, the pass laws are 4 pecalisely powerful inserument,

There is, some twelve miles from the centrr of Johanaess
busg, but lying very close to ity northern suburbs, 2 plage
called Alexandra Township, It is one of chose places which
fgure in Alan- Paton's Cry the Beloved Cowutry, whese at
muosphere he has evoked so dlearly chae ie would be impertinent
far me tw try to add to his description. It is, a% it happens, the
only African township of any size which fies ro the north of the
vity. The great mass of Odando, Moriks, Jabavue.where some
quarter of a million Africany live—spreads wesewards, and
continues to spread. But Alexandra Township, with its eighty
to ainety thousand people, it a waispue place. Ta begin with,
it is not within the municipal houndary 1 chen, it has 1 pase
biistory which has lefe it with corein freehold sighey (o privie
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lege exceedingly rare in the Union)-and it Is quite desperately
overcrowded.. But its residents are part of the labour force of
Johannesburg. They come in by bus and bicyce every morping
10 work in the homes, in the shops and in the facrories of the
city. ‘The long queue at the bus rank near the sttion of an
evening does not disperse before 7 pm. on any day of the week
except Saturday, Withous che Alexandra " natives " the
norihern suburhs would have w go servantless, amd not a fow
commercial concerns in the city would be hard put to ke ta find
“labour, Apart from overcrowding (which is nor restricted fo
Alexandre Township), there has heen no major problem
Alexandra since the famous bus strike of some ten years apo,
- when, sooner than pay increased faces, the workers walked intw
the city o their work day after day uneil victory wis won.

Now, however, there is a crisis—and one which has withis
it the seeds of & great tragedy. Only, like so many other crises
in our country, it is unknown to most white cicizens of Johau
nesburg and, though known, it is discounted by those in author-
ity. The fact that it affects human life is of litdle account: for
human life is as cheap as huwman labour if ic s black, and as
easily replaceable.

Those whose servants come day by day from Alexandra
know it simply by name—as indeed do tose whose servants
come from Sophirtown and Orlando and Pimwille, It i exe
ceedingly. rare for any Buropean housewife ta pu und see the
bome of her wash-girl or her cook, Such concern is nor nor-
mally included in the kindness which is her boast: cepainly
not included in the knowledge of natives which is her contane
defence against criticism.
~ And so it comes about that in Alexandra s entirely new and

- major social problem has arisen, of which Johanneslwey is
unaware—but which affects the lives of everyone in Juhanness
burg directly or indirectly all the time.

The problem is this. Becouse of n new regulation goncern
ing the influx of African labour into the city, no African wiw is.
not born in Johannesburg, no African, ther, who cannng
prove that he was born there is entitled o seek or to find work
in the city. Those. who are already in employment muy cone
- tinue to-be 30 employed (with the exception of dumestie

servants who wish to change their jobye{ will say more of
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 them later); but none may come into the city with the purpose
- of working unless he ¢an prove birth and domicile, Now
Alexandra Township is nor Johannesburg, Although ic exists
and has always existed to serve Johannesburg: elthough i
- householders, its tenants, its sub-tenanics nee the nhonr force of
the city: and although the only reason why they live in Alex-
nndea is because of its proximity-—it i3 not Johanoesburg.
Strangely enough, it only becomes inceressing to the City
Council and citizens of that immensely rich and comfortable
- place when, in dreams of further expansion northward, it is felt
o be a baerier: a “ black spot "t & menace. Then it has signi-
ficance, To-day—because of this new regulation and the fierces
ness with which it is being enforced, hundreds of youngsters
who have been boen there ire being turned into gangsters aad
labelled “ esotsis,” The boys of Alexandra are rotting awiy in
~ the overcrowded yards, in the dusty sweets, at the corners and
on the alleys—bacanss they cannor get owt to wark even
they want to. Absalom'’s father is working at the O.K. Bazaars,
He has been there for fifteen years and more, aod in the course
of that time he has managed to buy his own property in the
township. He has 2 large family, and Absalom is the oldexst
hoy and has jusc lefr school. He isn't very clever, And in any
case with five more children o educace theee's no hope for him
of a boarding-school where he might be able to wain for
teaching. The only course open to him i8 a job in wwn-—a job
which will being in just enough extra eash to clothe and feed
the youngest cluldren: just enough, 00, to muke it unueces.
sary for his saother to take in washiog wad stain herwlf in.the
last months of her lacest pregnancy. A job! To be able o
E)in the early morning quens at the bus stop with Iis father;
e uble to feel char, ot last, e is a man—and char ltis manhood
is worth somerhing. To be able at the week's end 1o have some
money ia his pocket which hasn't been marked with the sweat
. of someone else's labour but his own, which hasn'c been picked
~up from the dusty streec where the dice fall. A job! And the
satisfaction of » discipline through the day and of o relaxing
- and a resting when work Is over, A jobl And the compariion.
- ship it brings with iteso different from that ganging up
which he sees around bim and which be fears becavse of irs
 hidden pull, '
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‘But unfortunately Absalom has been born in Alexandra
Township in his facher's house. It is his home, And because it
- Is his home, he must not dare to cross the boundary into che ity
to seek that job, He is a prohibited immigrant as surely and as
completely as any other " foreign narive " from Poreuguese East
or Nyasatand or the Federation, He is sixteen and ahle-bodied,
~ He has had a5 much education in a mission schook s most of
-the Enropean boys who earn £30 4 rnonth and more in the
semi-skilled jobs in Johannesburg, Buc his world is narrawed o

the place where he was borg-~the dust and the czowds and the
squalor of the township or—as the only aleernatives, che kitchen
or the garden of a European house, itself oueside the municipal
boundary: the labourer's quartess of any farmer anywhere in
the Union of South Africa. Absalom does not ususlly choose,
~ for his future, the kivchen or the stable. Young men have

‘vistons—-life, at sixteen, must offcl something 2 bit more
- atteactive than wiping dishes: scrubbing floogs: cleaniog cow-

- sheds: planting potatoes . . | even young Africans are young
-~ men: even young Africans have their ambicions, their deeams,
their promised land, And these things must not be shadowed
always by the knowledge that they are uaattainable.

- So~for Absalom-—even Alexandrs Township offers a future
. preferable to that of the kitchen or the farm. Perhaps it shoald

not—but it does. And if he cannot ger the money and the free-
dom which Johannesburg alone can give, he muse pet these

things somehow where he is, He muse pee them with e

hoys in narrow trousers who Joaf their life away by old

Kumalo’s store. He must become a "ot a coshdwy, o

wide-guy-—becanse at lease there's excitement that way, while
it fasts. He is a prisoner already. He is outside the luw as soon

as he sets foot in the city. He can feel himself n parialhy -
because he wanes work when he cannot get it. He will after
all li(cnin Joel'and Zaccy and Punch and the rese and see how he
makes out. It is not long befoce hie has o revolver of hix vwiy
money in his pocker, and o hardness sbour him which cven
. God's own grece and power can basely smush, '

- An exaggeration? - Most people would say so who live in
. the pleasant places of the richese ¢ity in Afriva: in vose wide-
spreading suburbs of Johaonesburg which make iv an earthi
‘paradise. But then, most people in Jahannesburg din
- Alexandra Township is nexe door to Sophiatwowi. Mast peaple
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“{n Johnnnesburg prefer not to think of it at all, And, as for
7 Absalom~he is a * skellum,” & " wsots] “—" the kind of I{n{?ir
who ought to be sjambokleed every duy; it would rench him
*sense.” It would nfsc} teach him not to indulge in che golden
< dreams of youth whea you live in Alexandrs and haven't &
pass. ' o
< 1suppose that anyone who has lived in Sophiacown-—or one
~ of the " Native Urhan Areas * of South Africtcnuld write &
hook about the pass laws and nothing else. It would be & very
teerible book, but It would not cause the slightest ripple of dis-
- turbance in South Africa. And, of cousse, there are not so very

‘many Buropeans who bave had the privilege of living m
Sophiatown. No. It is not so much the hatreds, che foacs, the
‘brutalitles which are the baste social evils of our couneey--ix is
 the ignorance, and with j¢ the acceptance of the svil,

80 1 could tell you the story of Jonas—of Jonas who was
~ home from school for his summer holidays and who wis
~ arcested one morning and charged with being a vagrane, When

I heard about it it wus already lare afternoon and by the time |

had reached the police station he was waiting in the yaed

before being locked up for che night.  Where was your schouol
pass?” I asked him. “They tore ir up.” Luckily the waste-
paper basker was still there; luckily I found the pass—-in four
pieces. And when I refused o surrender ic 1o the sergeant in
the charge office, 1 was atrested myself, Bue at lease 1 had ehe
satisfaction, a few days later, of a complere apology, tap in hand
~(and pot metaphorically gither) of the commandane who Jarer
became Commissioner of the South African Police, Yer, for
every boy like Jonas whose arrest wns reported to me, there are
- a thousand who have no one to care: n thomsand, for whom &

“rorn-up pass mighe mean tén days in prison, the Joss of & job,
.. the beginning of that swife and ternble journey into crime;
For another consequence of the pass laws—n consequence
“kaown to every intelligens Souch African at all inceresteed in
" pegal reform-—~fs chae it leads o an sbachice concenpe for
the law, If it is a4 ccime to be in the street without & pass,
without & bir of paper in your pocket: and if that crime
-is punished sutomatically with a fine that you cannot pay
o R seatence of imprisonmete—well, why aoe commis a veime
- that iy worth while? You seand ug good 8 chanve of gewing
Caway with it as the nexe man, You stand the change, o,
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of meking something for yourself, The magisteates’ coures,
every day of the week, are crowded with passcalfenders,
Even if, 85 is generally the case, the magiscrace iy & jhat
man and an honest, he has no altarnutive bur o adminisear
the law ns if he were in care of a tarnstile az a foothall geonnd,
* Charge?” " Section 17-—vageancy.” “ Guilty or Not Guily?”
The prisoner looks bewildered; the interprecer impariedtly
‘saaps out the words again in Xosa or Zulu o Tswana, " Nt
Guilty,” snd a fumbling accempt to explain why his pass is ot
of order: a brief intervention by the official who artends the
court on behalf of the pass-office authorities, ™ Thirty shillings
or ten days.” ‘The prisoner is bundled down che steps w che
cells, and another wkes his place. His case hay taken two
minutes, If he i fortunare « friend will pay his fine. If aoe he
will remain in prison tll his sentence, and very pmhﬂhly his
job, is finished. And so a vast force of able-bodivd men 15, in
fact, compulsorily confiaed in a building supported o house
half the number: of men who, for the most pare, are simply
technical offenders, but who are in South Africa criminals,
In spite of o most excellent and, incidentully, expensive
Cormmission on Penal Reform, whase report included the mose
-damning exposure of the dangers to society inherent in the
system I have described, the system still goes oo, The Repont
~of the Commission was tabled in the House of Assambly over
~ five years ago, but nothing so constructive as pennl sefonn can
find a place on the agenda. . . particularly whien it conceras the
effects of the Pass Laws on crime. It is not ceime thitt marters,
-it is control. And to have that control: to know that any
native can be stopped in the street apd questioned: can be
tuened out of bed at nighe or in the eacly hours of the morning:
can be artested first and questioned afterwards——to have that
control, why, that is proof of supremacy; char is ™ baasskap 2
that is our solution of the racial problem, At least it is part of
our solution. The only serious defect in the syseem is that the
real criminal always has & pass—he can buy one for £1% any
day of the week, and it Is well worth the money. |
Bue ull these things have been said, have been weitcen abou,
have heen part of every discussion on macisl problems for the
. past twenty years and more. And even thaugh it miy happen
only once in a while, every Buropean citizen of Johunnesinieg
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experfences sooner or later the arrest of his houseboy or the
disappenrance of his cook. It is past of the pattera of life. And,
on the whole, it is a pattern which is wondesfully acceptalile
for it carries within it the great ides, of course: of power, of
supremacy for whiteness. It is so comforting, too, ro the cone
science to be able to go and pay the fine, or sign the admission
of guilt and bring Jim back again to his job in the klchen. It
“must (surely it muse) fill his heart with gracitude to the missus
“or the baas, to koow that they will take that trouble: to know
that they really want to be juse. (" Bue { must remember to
deduct 30s. from his wages this month, © cover the fine,")

Every citizen cheriences i, But every African boy lives in
the shadow of ic trom the moment he leaves the clussronm
behind him for ¢the last time. And it does not mateer, zither,
what position in society he reaches. e is never beyond its
grasp, It is indeed the shadow—his owa black shadow that is
with him always. So & ypung African priest, & member of my
own Community just back from his ordination in England, and
wearing the habit of his order, was acrested and handeuffed at
nine o'cddock one morning and brought to me at the priogy
because he had no pass. The European policeman who brought
him was 2 tall, callow, gawky youth who stood in front of me,
hands on hips, cigarette drooping wet from the corner of his
lips. And when I was un;fry and turned him off the premises he
said: " 'l azrest every bloody kaffir in this place ifp they break
the law, . .." And when, that afternoon, 1 went to report the
incident to the Commandant he was furious that che story had
already nppeared in che afterncon edition of the Sme. Bug I
have loag learned that my only weapon in such cuses is pub.
licity, and so I explained to him. I was not suzprised st his
anger, either, for I had expected it. But I was sueprised, when,
after o few minutes of ferce rebuke (we were slone in his
office), the commapdunt suddenly said, gendy and wearily:
" As a matter of face, Father, you are quite night. Xf X could
leave the force tw-morrow X wounld, Bur ir's my lwelihood and
my profession. So what can I do?" '

A report on the Union's crime was recently published in
one of the Johaanesbury papers. This showed that in one year,
of 72000 Africans convicted, more than 45,000 fell within
tha cacegory of puss-law offendars, It showed fucther, thar 4
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-+ fifth of the time spent by the police on ctiminal proceedings of
one kind or another was spent simply on pass-law offences. It
- revealed—whar all of us who have had anything to do with the
 situation guessed already-—thar over half the time speat in the
magistrates’ courts was spent in dealing with crimes of this
soce, " Pass-law crimes,” said Brigadier Coewzee of Pretoriz
Police Headquarters, " are the only type of statutory offence
which requires no docket to be opened, no witnesses to be
questioned and no statements co be taken. Non-production of 2
pass, or & pass out of ordet is generally proof in itself thae an
offence has been committed. . .. The proof and the offence
ate in fact idendcal: for, if you are an African and you have
left your papers at home, you have committed & erime: you
can be arrested and imprisoned immediately, and the quickest
and safest way to get your release is to pay an " admission of
guilt” fine withont argument, “The fact char you are not guilty
of any real offence is beside the point, You are an offendet
.. because by accident, you have tried to evade the control of the
State. You have walked Freely where you wounld, and- have
shared the sun-bright air with your neighbour: ot perhaps
you have actuaily stood in & bus queue in order to reach your
home; or perhaps yon have gone o post a letter or to buy a
soft drink. . ., But without a pass you are not entitled to such
liberties, and it is the duty of the police to remind you of the
fact, for only in this way is control possible,
One of the terrible things that happens, after & while, to all
- of us in South Africa is the acceptance, unwilling or otherwise,
of » siruation which cannot be justified on =iy moral principle,
but which is so unlversal, so much a part of the whols way of
life, that the struggle against it seems wo great an effort. And
this attitude affects the African ny much a5 the Buropean, Fot.
B 1anihave, passes been woven intoexistence jtself; #fa: solong
has it been the right and the duty of every policeman to stop,
to search and to question anyone, anywhete at any time, that
the resistance and the will to resist have almost ditcg And Iam
as guilty in this respect as anyone else. For, although I get
angry when the boys in my school nre arrested on theie way to
the shops (and what schoolmaster in any country would need
to spend hours of his time issuing and collecting passes?), yer
1 pay their " admission of guile” I become pare of the system.
 Taccepr it. Even, sometimes, I get exasperaced when one of my .
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own employees fails to produce the necessiry papers——exasper
ated hecavse it will mean for me, as well as for him, hours of
wasted and profitless effort. It is ensier o obey: easier to be
guilty of connivance ar an evil, ensier, even to say to oneself,
“ Well, perhaps its oot so bad after all ., it's the law . ..
they're used ro ir . . . why worry?”

“Why worry?" If the instances 1 have quoted were juse
isolated moments, che kind of things that happen in aoy society
through the failire of the individual, or the weakness of that
Anman natuee which is the basis of sociery, perbiaps there would
be no need o worty. At lease the Christinn in this world is
warned often enough to regard himself ns a “stranger and
pilgrim . . . with no continuing city” And the priese-—if bhe i3
even feebly aware of his purpose and function-—knows well
enough that man is a frail and wayward creature. ‘

Unfortunately it is not the isolated cases of cruelty, of sordid
motive or of plain scupidity which make the indicement of the
pass laws so grave a matter, It is che whole foundation upon
which they, like the policy of apurcheid irself, rest. For, basic
ally, the underdying assumption of the pass laws is just thige—
that discrimination is justifinble uod even commendable if it
ensures the permanent superiority of our race over mother: if
it cosures control * haasskap,” dominacion.

And from this assumpcion, or pethaps as che origlo of it
there flows thae other even more deadly thing-—-the depersonal-
isation of man, This most characeeristic moders phenomenon
~the sabmerging of the individual i che mass—is nowhers
more manifesc than in South Africa w-day. And it is nowhere
more clearly or more devastatingly exampled chan in the opera
tion of the pass luws, A nian is 2 native. A nacive muse carry
a pass, A pass is his title to existence, his guarantee (so slender
and so precious) of tempotary freedom, his only excuse to
wthority for being where he is and doing whae he does. In
ather words, man s reduced, because he is black, to an integer,
1 fingerprine in p file, a thing rather than & person. Bug 4 sencis
snt thing, threatened and fearful becavse of the shape of the
inciety of which he is a pare. o _ '

I pray God T may vever forger nor weary in ighting ngrinst
it, for it seems 1o mie thae as & Christian, and above all az ¢
priest, my muward task is always and everywhere che same 1o
eeopntse o my brother more than my brother: more gven
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than the personality and the manhood that are his: my taskis
to recognise Christ Himself. And I cannot, therefore, stand
aside when it is He whom men teeat contennptucusly in the
streets of the ciy. :
"I was io prison, and ye visited me pot. . .."



CHAPTHR THRER .
TILL THERE BE NQ PLACTK

1P%e unto tiw that Join douse vo bouse, rhat .ﬁqy feldp
Jield, 1101 thars bs ma’ place, I.r- b
i

I REMEMBER recurning one evening from o day of commitees
and discussions to the Mission in Sophiatown to find oun' the
stoep a party of six men waiting patienddy for my acrival. This
was @ familiar enough sighe and one which, very ofeen, I fear, ¥
found daunting. It meant, alwuys, a problem. And problems
at the end of a heavy day and before supper, and with other -
business to attend to--well, priests are only too conscious of
their fallen human nature ac such momenes. Bue it was & winter
evening, and winter in Jolwnnesburg a¢ six chousand feet with
the wind blowing the sand in fAne, icy blasts from the mine-
dumps, is cheerless to say the least of e I did not koow these
men, They sat chere on a beach, a silent geoup, waiting to tell
me something thar had broughe chem together, I asked chem
in. Their story was o simple one and very simply told. They
lived in one of the yards in Edith Street, juse & couple of blocks
away from the Mission MHouse, Like thousands of othier
Johannesburg Africans, their home was a row of corrugaced
iron shacks built in the very restricred area behind someone
else’s house. Bach man had his family in one room gnd paid
the landlord perhaps 30s. a month rene for it, Xt was not much
of a bome: hot in sommer when the sun struck down on the
iron roof and there was no ceiling to protect. you; cold in
winter, because the wind penetcated the joints and angles and
there were no walls save the iron iself. But it was @ home,
nevertheless, 1t was twelve square feet of rovm thar you could
calf your owa for the time being: a place w come back to-ae
the end of the day; a place w lie down in. : '
This morniog the mep had gone to work as vsual, leaving
their wives and childeen still asleep under the blankets. They
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had returaed in the dask evening o lind the roofs steippad:
from theie shacks: their families squtting in the open round &
brazier: their children cryiog with cold and the desire foe
sleep. Thar was the reason for their visit to me. And these
question—such a familiar one in Sopbinown and in all che
days and years chat I have lived in African Johaonesburg—
* Bather, what can we do?”
1 went with them to see for myself and T found » woman ia
labour amongst those round the brazier and her baby was
born under the winter stugs thae night, " There was no e
for them at the inn "—and s0, on a winter nighe in Bethlehem .
nearly two thousand years ago, the Son of God had entcred His
world in the bleak and barren shelver of the stable. Tt has come -
back to me again and again in the richest city of the southern
hemisphere just how easily man can reject the Christ he proe
claims to worship, But in that dejected lictle group in Esfish
~ Street, the picture of Bethlehem and the rejecrion there, carme
to life. It has never lefc me and I pray it never will. I think
that the carols, beantiful as they are, of our day, can distore she
~truth: can be a dangerous escape from the reabities of e
Christian faith if we do not remember that, in face, God's entyy
- iago the world was unwelcomed and uncared for when it hags
© pened: that “ He came uato His own and His own received
"Him not” Perhaps [am reading back into the event rhoughe
which did not so crowd in upon me at the time-edg 5 over e
yeass ago now. But thar sighe, I am sure, made me mire deters
mined to try and arouse the public conscience v the inwe of
African housing than anyching else, It also made me ritk #s
action for confempt of court. ' o
- When the whole story was told to me it wenr someshing ke
this. There are in Johannesbusg co-day some forey thonsand
African families with no home of theie pwn, These are the
labour force of the city: the people upon whose W?tk te tezely
depends.- Five yeats ago there were slightly more; and houses
~were being built so slowly that chey had no hape of vwning
one. 3o, in Sophiatown and Alexandra Towoship and v e
peri-urban fringe, shacks were built in backyardy of exueang
houses, It increased the density of population to danper- ot
There was a risk from the public he‘a{th anple, There way tie
creation of n slum within the meaning of the wet. The Jand.
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lords who had allowed their properey to be used for this pur-
Euse were warned by the locul authority thar such shacks muse
e destroyed within a certain shoge period. Otherwise they
themselves would be prosecuted. They were in a dilemma,
Either they had to men whole families on to the steet, or they
had 1o risk prosecution and punishment. © Father, what can
we do?” Flnally, without warning, the authorities themselves
took action, and chose 8 wincer diy on which o do it Thar was
why those six men, reearning tired and bungey From the city,
found their homes destroyed and cheir Fumilies noder the sears,
and the wind blowing the sand and duse of the sceet abour
them, " Father, what cant we do?” What indewd? 1t woule not
be at all dificult, in che Baglish context of such a sitation,
give the answer. The power of the vote: the faer of represent-
ation at & Jocal level: the influence of the Press—these things
are generally sufliciene to make procests worch while. It'is not
so in South Africa, for the Africans. Indeed, although Sophia-
town is 4 rate-paying suburb, highly assessed for the purpose,
there has never been any way by which che City Council could
be made to take an interest in it There has never been any
farm of representation for its residents ac any level. And in
the whole long history of its development over the pase
fifty years, the "improvements ' of madeup roads, warer,
sewage and eleceric ghe have had to be Imtf:hr for and won hy
interested Europeans, ofwn againse a dead-weighe of official
inertia and lethargy. It is not so very long ago, after all, thae if
you wanted witer in Sophiatown you had w walk three or
four miles o the nearest white suburb and carry it buck on your
head. You paid 1d. a bucket for clean water and 144, for dicty
w—and, in char water, quite a lot of the Jaunderiog of Buropean
Johaoneshurg was done. _ o
“ Facher, what can we do?” 1 persuaded one of those land-
lords, George Ndblovy, who had received an eviction ocder for
his renants to allow himself « be broughe o coure, and 1 pro-
mised that T would be there on che day, In the meanwhile I
asked Dz Bllen Hellmann (now President of the South African
~ Institute of Race Relations), who perhaps koows more than any
living person about the sovial und econonic stracture of urhan -
Afric, to accompany me oo & deputarion to the authorities.
It was, at the time, nn loteresting expesiment, 1 lave since
MY ' - B
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learned to ancicipate the kind of receprivn we mer with thae
day. It is no longer intergscing-metely inexpressibly 23
-hausting, : - D
We went first to the Medical Officer of Heateh, In his office
~ he sat ar a broad desk playing with paper-clips. _W_’;l‘mn § brad
explained my business he rang a bell for one of his inspecrars,
“Yon see, Father, this is the position. . .. Hundreds of these
tin shacks, most {nsanitaey because there are pot suthcient lat-
rines for this surplus population. ... Danger is acuee from the
‘public health side, and I have to administer the law. ., All
these people have been warned not to allow shacks on their
propetty. . . . They go on building. ... Mz Smit here {he
turned to the inspector) will give you the figures tor vne
street, . , . 1 tried to explain ehat 1 was vnly oo familiar with
the facts. I didn't want any figures. Those stinking yards 1 bad
visited 2 hundred times: into those shacks T had ooly this
‘morning carried the Body of Christ. 1 wholly ageee,” Ismid,
" “that the slum conditions are chere, Nu one is so foolish as to
deny it. But the reason is also plain as a pikeseaff ~chere vimply
are not any houses available for the subtenanes. With a
waiting-list of ten or fifteen thonsand where are these prapls
- go? Will you tell me bhow to answer them when they come and
sit .on my stoep and ask me? Whete are they w gof” 1
remember his answer now, six years later, as clearly as of | bad
heard i for the fiest time, " Thae's nothing o Jdo with me. My
job is to administer the law as it sends” " Bur ypon can's deal
with people as if they were chings: you can't turn them vut on
- the street-in winter without making any provision for chem,”
“ Ltell you, it's nothing to do with me. Go nad complain w the
Manager of Non-European Affairs: housing is his conceen,
Good morning” So we went to the manager. e was a good
man, perhaps the best the City Council has ever had, ¢l was
~ not very long afterwards thac he resigaed, in despair over the
- native housing policy of his department.) * Father, you know
the situation. I've & waitlag-list hete for houses (n Crbands
Township and many of the people whose names are on chie lise
have been waiting for ten years, This is & marional problem,
‘We simply cannot tackle it locally.” * Can't you, at Ay rage,
urge the MAOH. to hold his hand for a bit? "To wait ar least
.antil there’s some possibility of accommodating people befare
throwing them on 1o the steeet?” “Somry. My depactment
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can't interfere. There's nothing I can do.” "When I got back
- to Sophintown [ phoned the mayor's secretary and asked for an
appointment. But, when I explained what I wanzed o discuss,
the appointment was not geanced, " It's 8 marter for commitcee,
You can bring a deputation if you like, The mayor can do
nothing in his personal capacity. ., ." And that was as far as |
could get when, on a morning soon afterwards 1 was sitcciog ag
the back of * M " Coure awaicing che case of my landiord. I'had
taken the precaution of warning the Press o send someone
report the whole affair. 1 had also inverviewed the melic pro-
secuter hefore the court hegan it business and had expluned
the whole matter to him. Ie seemed o toke a reasonable
view. Anyhow 1 felt I could do no more. .., " George Ndhlova
. .." He stood in the duck and the charge was read oue to him, -
He began to answer questions from the prosecutor, . . . *1
could noc turn them out on to the street. . . . Yes, they paid
rent. . . . No, 1 did not answer the first summons, |, , " The
magiserate turned to the public prosecutor: ** Any commene?”
* 1 suggest a sentence o pay a bne of " ' '
This was the moment I had been waiting for: but I did not
like it ot all. Ridiculous to feel so scared when all chat way
needed was & word or ewo. Ie was a physical effoct o seand up:
an cffort to force my voice w0 normality: an effore o
ook straighe av the magistrace. " Muy 1 say someching, youe
Worship?” The magistrate looked n letle sueprised, but
‘he asked what § had to say. ¥ Simply that it is upjust to -
enalise 2 man for un offence which I not bis faule bue the
aule of society. .. ." | would not say now that those were my
exact words, but they were whae 1 teied o sy, " Thae i
enough. You must sit down. ‘This is & coure and you have no
right to speak, ..." " I am sorry bue Imust repest what X have
said. .. ." A policeman moved acros the well of the conrt o
where | stood, T wok o plunte ac my pressman and he was
gecting it all down, I fele bereer, T shall noe sic down eill 1
have said whar I came here to say” The magistrate in some
confusion ordered the court to be clenred: left the bench him.
self, and left me wondering whae would happen next: | filled
in che next few minutes by chacting to those Afrdcans who had
come to witness the affuly, my friends, my own parishioners, .
the focker pire of it--over which | had received anthority
to guard and keep my wateh, Way it really che function of &
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priest to defy a magistrute? The particular magistrate whes wes.
in court that morning evidendy did noe think so, for he had
broughe with him his chick, and 1 was ealled our ro a dissussion
i the lobby. "I am surprised at you, & miniseer of rehgion,
creating o disturbance like this. I will not have my magis-
trates sccacked in this way, T mase warn you. ., Tasked the
chief magistrate what else | could have done. The MO, the
manager, the mayot—I had tried each one, The public pro-
secutor had promised co do his best and had in face asked for
the maximum penalty w be imposed on Ndhloww. " Is i yenlly
the function ofp the minister of religion to remain silens in Face
of injustice?” The chief magistate told me that there were
constitutional methods of going aboue such chings and thae, he
repeated, he would not bave bis magisteaces bullied. We lefe e
ar that, : ;
The Star chat evening carried a fairly full account of all thae
had happened, Jt was on that evening, too, thar Alan Paran,
who had been for many years & friend of mine, was to give &
public reading from Cry the Beloved Country in aid of the
African Children's Feeding Scheme. There way something
very encouraging aboue listening to Alan thac nighe jn the
drawing-room of -the Grand Nacional Hotel. Cry rhe Beluead
Cowntry, with its deep perceptiveness of the rooc of the
problem, revealing to White South Afeica for the fiest time the
truth about racialism in its effect on persons ., . that maevelious
yet aimost inexpressible warmth one feels at cercnin moments
when one’s own mind and another's are at one. Msionz's
bitter yet s0 profound utterance, " [ have ane grewt fear in my
heart, that, when they are turned o loving we shiall be twrped:
te hating.™ Is i not.to preveat chis ghasely end chat some of us
at least are sent to take a stand : even if ic is the rather parhetic
one of making o nuisance of oneself i o musgistrate’s coar?
I thoughe so that night, and I think so ro-day. T wonld nor daze
to say that what I did had any great or permanent effece, Bar {
do know that within a week representacives of the Ciry Council
visited Sophiatown (& rare event in itself) and thar for quite &
while there were 0o more eviction orders issued o the faads
lords. Indeed, when [ wear round to Edith Streer o fow ddays
later, I found that the roofs were on apain; the women were-
standing in rheir own doorways, gossiping, the children were
playing in the dirt and dust of the yird, and che purs were



TILL THHRRE BE NO PLAGH 37

boiling. ‘The men would come home ugain. They would come
home—if anly for @ while. I think it was worth the effore,
There Is, in this incident of Georpe Nithlovy, nothing
perhaps very startling: nothiog very novel. Yet it has for me,
within itself, certnin fundamencal principles of the Christian
faith. And here, in Johannesburg, it is somehow casier to see
thuse principles clearly, and ar the ssme time to realise how
few people there are who seem o value them seall. Tt is the
riest's task, or ong of them, o stand in the pulpit Sunday
ry Sunday and to preach che maml law of the Chureh., I was
Father Basil Jeflicoe, chat mogniticent priest of the St Pancras
shems, who had fiest inspired me with the thought—which has
since become & passion——that it is & mockery of God to rell
people w be honest and pure and good if you are making these
things impossible by consenting to the evil of bad housing,
" Consenting,” in Johannesburg, is the operative word, 1 do
not think chat its citizens are any worse, any less compassionate,
than those of London or New York. [ have very good reasons
for knowing how gencrons they can be if their hearts are
touched--though the uapredictability of their generosity is
also a steange ching. Due they tan go on living in o fanwstically -
unreal world in spite of shae they know i ba tene, '
It bas always, ]h)r instance, amused me o think thae those
who go and eojoy themselves ae the Counery Club—in expep-
sive and very beautiful place by any standinds—-are doing so
within a mile and o huil of the * hlack-spor ™ of Sophiatown,
In all probabiliey theie " giel * or theie ™ gerdendbay ™ has
Liome there oo, They know it as a name (who can fail o, who
reads the Press?Ya-bue they have never been chere nod they
have no sense of obligation which would mwove chem o go, So,
day afeer day, those whose home 18 & shack in Newclare or ¢
breezeblock sheleer in Orlando or & mud-brick hovel in
Moroks, ser off o work in one of the lovely suburhs of
{olmmwsburg. They .ﬂqimnd their time in the kiwhen or the
mindry, washing and cleaning: vsiog eveey kind of American
gadger: looking upon gleaming whire walls and seainless
steel sinks and precty furniture, Or perhaps, il male, they drive -
the boss t his ofhice or to his factory In the Cadillac and xpend
the morning adding © its polish. Then they return in e
overcrowded train o Newclare sad Odamdo ind Murokie-to
the shuck and the shelter and the hopelesiness of snking icany

(13
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different. The point is this. In & South African ciey {c 18 pos
metely the contrast between wealth snd poverty which iy zo
obvious; It is the fact that chis conease is foreed upon the
Alfrican every day of his life—for he lives in one world and his
master in another, and he must move from one o the ather adl
his days. It is the fact, o, that it is not merely a concase
between wealth and poverty thar he sees-—it i3 3 cotrast hased
upon the accident of colour. Wenlth is white: poverty is
bExck.' Both co-exise in the same cicy, within a few miles of.
one another, The contrase is compulsory, inevitable aul, for
most Africans, unending. For the Furopean ic is never so. The
_native who works for him is either ¢ " good boy ™ or a " skele
lum "—and if the latter he does not work for him for loug:
there are plenty of others. The ™ gird " ins the kitchen (who is
probably the mother of a family in spite of her name) is nows
days considered almost certainly " difficule”™ or " spoilt™ ur
" ungrateful "—and is regarded as a potencial ‘chief From the
-moment she sets foot in the place of her labours. Hut she i
still & necessity: as much so as the elecric jron or the Aga
stove: part of one'’s way of life. Eutopean conracr wish
Africans in the city is limited entirely to this muster-servase
relacionship, Every judgment, every opinion as to the fupure
- of " the native question,” is in fact based upon ir. The real life
of the African—his bome, his fomily, his interests—ize at
unknown to the European in Johunoeshurg as chey are o ol
European in Parls. And so {r is thar dhe colossal problem of
housing has been left untouched for so many yrars, And with
that problem ail the other social prablems, which are religrss
and ethical problems two, are inextricably mingled, and wre
unkacwn to white South Africy, The ™ erime list ™ iy pulslished
daily in the newspaper and read with concern over the hreaking
coffee in Parktown. The increase in crimes of violence: the
general sense of insecucity which ir brings: the thefes and rhe
assaults and the alarming spread of juvenike delinguency-—theae
things are read abour every day: and with concern, Bur the
hackground to the problems-—the home and funily life of the
uchan African—chat is behind » bardier whicli must vot he
penetrated. Just pecasionally the bagrier is breached, for & fow
hours or 2 few days, through some external necident vr vavs.
strophe. Then whice Johanneshurg wakes up: sets abone things
ia a frenzy of activity: satisfies its conscienceand sleopw,
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Such an accident (ealled, euphemisticnlly, " an nee of God )
happened two or three years ago when 2 tornado steuck
Albertynville, Mbercynvilﬁ; belongs to what i3 koown as che
" peri-urban arex ” of the city, That s to say it is ontside the
jurisdiction of Johunneshueg Ciey Council, and the Board which
Is its governing body hag rather too many commitments fo
make its own. jurisdicrion very effective. It is aboue ten or
twetve miles from the centre of the citywwa squatter's camp
sited on & particalarly bleak and bacren piece of velde. The leaod
is owned by an individual who chivrges rent o each squatceer
electing to build his shuck there. Amenities are almost entirely
facking, Ir is just a conglomeration of lean-to, corrugated-iron
and mud-brick dwellings, with water, of 1 kind, not wo far
awny, Albertynville is just one of many such camps on the
perimecer of the cicy and ic houses several hundred of chose -
who work there. It is no worse and no berer than scores of
other similar places. Bue on the night of the rornado it Jonked
very much like a no-man's-land in Flanders in the 1914-18 -war.
The force of the wind had simply ripped roofs off and carried
walls awaty as if they were mazle of paper (and some of them
almost were anyway!). The rain had lefc sodden mounds of
rubble where a fFew hours before men and women had prepared
and eaten a Sunday dinner. Against & stormy and moon-bright
sky the wreckage of the camp strerched out its srrange and
knotted fingers. Bur what was maost sreiking aboue the whole,
eeric scene was, in the first place, the absence of all Africans:
in the second, the long line of shining mowor cars which for
hours bad beea streaming out of Eumlnemi Johanaesburg to
bring assistance. It was exeremely dithevle to ger near the place,
unless you kaew a side-route. Ever since the wireless annonnge
meat, two or three hours before, the public had baea cneing @

" che scene. But by ten o'clock that night (the toromdo had seeuck
in the early evening) there was no resident in sighe. Al had
vanished inw neighbouring camps—or pechaps inw the wide
velde itself Whea the whole sicunton hsd been properly
assessed it was discovered that between o huadeed and two
hundred families had been rendered temporarily - homeless,
But the sighe of those forlomn bits of wrecknge rhar had been
" houses “w-the old iron ting and biscuic boxes, the mud crumb.
ling joto stime, the tmber from packing-cases—atrick ae the -
heaee of white Johuoneshurg, Money, clothes; provisions-—t
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 mayor’s sppeal o give the fnal seamp of authority to such a
providing—came powting in. For a week Albertynville and its
inhabitants were the tacget for generosity in a big way. [ have
10 douht that those who were dispossessed of home and pro-
perty by thar tornado received compensation such s they had
never dared to imagine, And the aftermath of it all, in white
Johannesburg, was a faint and uneasy stizring of the mind.
“ Do our patives really live like thac? Are those picoares troe?
Isn't it time something was done abour aative housing?  Alwr
all, it must be dangerous from the health poiue of view, and
disease knows no colour bar. , . ." Buc it was only a faine and
uneasy stirring. Within a month it was forgotten. Albertyn.
ville is seill there, and its inhabitants have returned w new dis-
figuring shacks upon the veldr,
'The door, however, had been opened a lintle, Tr all helpad us
in our crusade (for such it became) w persunde the local
authority and che Governnient to do some building. The moral
of the Albertynville scory is, I suppose, a not unusial one any-
where. Man can live alongside of an evil all his life and refuse
to recognise it, still less to think that ic is his ducy o Jo any-
thing about it, Lazarus lay at the door of Dives fur o very long
while and no doubt the rich man drove pasc him time and again
as he left his home and returned of an evening, If he thoughe
about him at all, he was conscious of s sort of resentment
against the society which allowed begpars, rather chan of his
own duty o o fellow man. Iv wok the shock of Flell to awaken
~Dives. And then it was a bit too late o do him ncly gowd. I
have sometimes thought that in the Dives and Lazarus sowieey
which is Johanneshurg, there is no shock which s sutheiendy
strong really to arouse the public conscience for Jonper than a
week on any vical issue, A tornado does not happen very often,
And even that does not leave more than o rapidly fading
memoty of momentary kindoess bebind it. The shacks are sdill
there. ‘

Since I came to- Johannesbueg, twelve years ago, some of my
most interesting, as well as frustrating, experiences huve bren
connecred with che city's vast housing problem. To umderstaud
this, it is essential to realive one tundamental principle of
Government policy—a principle sbsolutely involved o thr
docrrines of apartheid and whice supremacy: the twin pillars

" upon which a.lli development in South Aftica muse rest. Io is
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the principle of migratwry labour. Here T am noe ateempoing
to discuss this principle re ic affeces the gold-mines: thar is
anocher subjece altogether. Ler me ay o staee the position as
- simply and a5 clearly as Tean: and as 1 chink Dr Verwoerd
‘wmﬂf himself express it, Firse-—souial separation between the
white and the black races is essenanl if whire civilisation is o
ke prescrved. Secondly--the prosence of the pagive in indusery
i essential if the economy of the conntey is to rerain its balance
-Thirdly—industey is Jocated in che wows, Huow, then, van the
social separarion be maintined? It is oor enooph o make
cereain of geogeaphical separaceness by e creation of narive
locations and terwnships,  History has showa ehae those lovas
tions which were outstde the eity rwenty years ago have pow
been encircled and are inside European areas wediy, e is noe
enough to make regulations and o epforce entrysrestriceions
in urban areas: for such repulations and resesictiong tend o
lose their force when thay apply to nwwe chan half the wtal
population of a wwn. It is noc enough, either, @ apply o
colour-bar which will cur the native off fram alawst every
source of " Weseern " culure by depriving bin of che pose
sibility of enjuying music or are or chearre, He has his own,
You have 1o mke sure thae the manive in the urban aress is, and
knows that he i3, there on sufferance. Thae he has no pernins
nence of any kind. That he is o migraor whose sole parpose
is o provide fubour in factory and office and home for che
white-man-boss. " There is w0 room,” says the Miniseer of
Native Affaies, * for him in Buropean sniety above the level of
certain forms of labour™ The wlwle comcepoun, therefore, of
native housing in the cities muse be governed by dhis imese viead
consideration, There must be v permanence sbene i, Je mus
be possible, if not by a wroado then ae teast by an Ace of
Parlinment, o remove an African townsingy i soun a8 it
becomes ac all probable chae iv is wkamg v 1o muse be e
possible for nny African, whatever hus swial position, swhat-
ever his wealth, (o own his home in the town so thae he gan
regard it us permancotly his possession and that of 1nix chihlren,
Freehold righrs, therefore, are o fundamentd denial of the very
basis of apurcheid, and intoleralsde as such, All howsing sheanes,
and all elforts o cateh up un the appalling backlog in aaeiag
in Johanoeshurg, suss have une fundamentd  qualicy )
impermncice, : ' ' -
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I a speech in che Senate in-guna, 19535, Dr. Verwoerd,
Minister of Native Affairs, gave ofhicial expression e the desiz.
ability of the migratory labour system, not enly on the mines
But In othex ditections as well, “ I believe,” said the Minister,
* that the steengehening of this system and the exeension of it
to other fields of work for the natives will be in cheir intereses,
because the vested business interests in the Buropean towns
~would see that the urhan locations never grew to be fullagrown
native towns, Sweh 4 develofrment also did nor accord with
Govermment policy” Dr, Verwoerd is generally logical. In the
“whole vase issue of native housing, his chief convern is to
demonstrate that the native labourer is in tha city for one
teason only-—the labour he cdn supply. So, alchough Johannes-
burg is ringed round on its western circumference with the
vast townships of Orlande, Moroka, Jabavu and the gesc:
-although these African locations have to-dey something ovee &
" quaster of a million inhabitants—zthere must be no permanence.
These are, in reality, labour camps: though often enough, in
the better built aress, the houses are sulliciently strong o Jast
for generations. The monotonous rows of " pre-fabs,” so
familiar in Europe, have been reproduced in Johannesburg
There has been little imagination in che plannisg and none at
..all in the approach to a community-conscious wwn in a place
such as Orlando. It is 2 * Jocation "wa * place for natives "
that is the South African Ideal: an abstraction which will
setve its purpose and which will be conveniendy forgaten, It
is & “location " in another sense also--a “ ploce ™ which wday
1s and to-morrow can'be elsewhere, That the prople living in it
should care whete they live, or have a love of theis homes, or
dream dreams of baving somewhere to spend cheir old age:
that is a secondary consideration. In che eyes of Dr. Verwnoerd
it'is not worth considering ac all, for it is nndesirsble. The
African is in the vown to work., That is his function. 1f he
desires a fuller life and a sense of ' befonging,” then he must go
to the Reserves. “ The apartheid policy " he said, " iy wne of
getting the natives to grow from their own roots our of their
own insticutions and from their own powers. It iga policy of
gradual development through mother tongue and own environ-
ment, to bring the natives o literacy and usefulness in their twn
ciccle” And so alchough there are ro-diy miltions of Afrivans
in the urhan aress, aod of those millions, hundreds of o
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sands who have been born and bred there: the town is sot and
must not be theie home.  Although their Inbour is the Joun-
dacion of she whole South African economy and forces them
ine daily contace with the industrinlised sociery of Weseern
mian, thetr fucure is in their pase, in * their own vircle,” in the
eribalism thar the white man has dong his best w smash to bits
and that migratory Inbour deseroys mire swiltly thaa anything
else counld. _
Together with so much else that is wrong or positively. evil
in South Africa w-day, the roots of the African honstag prob-
lem go much deeper than the past seven or eipht years of
MNationalist rule. They Hourish in the sore of apathy and self.
ishness which helongs to man bimself, hur which seems to find
a peculiarly strong expression in the wealthy city of Johannese
burg. I temember a March day in 1944, T happened o be in
Orclando that moening, Looking acrass ae the main road which
runs through the location, §saw 4 few liede groups of people,
waomen and childrea mosty, carrying or dragping -nlcmgll;ehind:
them a grear bulk which was hard o distinguish. As they
muarched, whar at fiest appeared w be a few became & growing
bue suagpling rout of peaple. The butky shapes upon their
backs or i theie hands or on theie heads were in face their
household goods. In due Jace afcermoon there were hundeeds of
people, lundeeds of families screaming vue on w the veldr,
~erecting shacky of mealie-stalks, hessian, poles, biscuie-ting, old
fron-—anything thae would provide shelrer. As the week wore
on they were joined by bundreds mare, some of whom had
teavelled from far sl the Reef~10 face 3 winter under such
conditions rather than waie uny fonger for the houses that were
never buile, :
So the ficse of Johannesburg's shangy-cowns canie 1o he huide:
on municiptl Jamd, in protest againg the seemingly eadless
delays to provide howsing, It was called * Sofasonke “which,
being interproted, means " we shall all die tcogether” That was
eleven years ago. To-day, in the very centre of Orlands, there
remuins the evidence of thae terrible time: it is called " The
Shelters.” It houses some thicty thowsand Africans in lean-ud,
brecze-Block sheds which were built as a temporary mosure 1o
howse the squatters, The promise was that thesie shielenrs would -
be demolished within five yeurs and their inhahicine housed
decently elsewhers. But gleven yeres have passad, The pope
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~ulation has grown by patural increaxe. Almost every shelténe.
-in arer roughly twelve feat by ten~-fus beun the me of i
original family theough those long days, Stoeps have beey
added: doors fitted to the empty ﬁumts: winci:}ws butile &,
Bt che sereers seill stink wich the effluence: there is no drain
age: there is nothing which would encourage & man or 4
woman to live decendy: indeed chece is no possibility of
decency in those dark and fearfully over-crowded cells for which
“the City Council charges rent. 50, thisty thousand peuple who
are the labour force of one of the richest cities in the southern
hemisphere rot away in those long alleys and have nowhere
else to go. When winter set in the firse year it was essencial to
- do something for the women und children. 1 remember espe-
cially well a cercain Sacurday afternoon when the wind wes
blowing dust actoss the velde and che Frail licele shanties were
almost torn from their moorings. The Council had decided to
. erect-soup kitchens, The people had decided to boycore them,
We had decided to open owr Mission school as a plice of
refuge for the women and children to sleep in chac night, [
went to see Mpanza, the leader of che squatters, wnd could not
find him. Instead I suddenly heard the noise of men ruaning
and voices shouting, I was pulled from behind and shaved very
hard into one of the shacks. ™ Quick, Father, stay fa haeee: dont
move till they've gone.” I leagnr thar o gang of men, thinking
I was in some way conaected with the Council’s soup kirchens,
had run to ateack me and I had only just missed beiog hir with
a knob-kerrie from the rear. Not a very importans incideny,
perhaps, but one which illuserates s well as any other the aui
-tude of the squatters to the authority which offered them sou
instead of homes. It is; uafortunately, the kind of ofler which
has been made a good many times in the pust few years, oy the
shelrers, standing grey and nnsmiling on the bleak hillside, best
witness. In January, 1946, the same thing happened again. For
months, through summer rains and winter winds, hundreds of
families lived and hundieds of babies died in the shucks of
* Tobruk.” Father Michael Scott came und Hved amonese the
peaple, and ministered to them s bese he coukd, "I niy shame,
1 did very litde o help himi Somehow it ook me a long
while to wake up, and it is good w be wble wr apolopise
publicly now for an apachy [ cannet excuse, Eventually. this
second wave of squatters, and even a third, was moved w
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another * temporary ™ camp at Moroka-~some twelve miles
 from the ¢ty and cheir work, aed on vne of the bleakest bics of
“velde imaginable, ‘
Morokn Emergency Camp 15 now ¢ighe years old. Ir houses
sixty thousand of Johannesburg's African citizens. Aldhough
the hessian has been replaced by tin or mud-brick, and although
deep pit-lareines have bren provided, the " houses ™ are on plots
twenty feet by twenty feer square. “This is home, From it, in the
dark dawn, the men go © wark on hicydes or o crowded
buses: to it they recurn, in the durk again, when their day s
done. This js home, It is impermanene, Ie is aor svepy et
a location, thoagh it soon will be when, please God, the shacks
have been replaced with mupicipad houses, In the meanwhile,
eight miles nearge to the city, on the same westera ¢ircum-
ference, men are pulling down with all the speed they can che
houses of Sophirtown. For Sophiatown is that scrange anomaly
in Sourh Africe, an ueban area in which non-Europeans can
aceually own cheir houses and che lead upon which chose houses
are built. Sophinmwn has 4 quality abour it—despite its over
crowdiog and its often squalid yurds-~which may not be
allowed to exist in Dr. Verwoerd's counery. It is, accually, o
suburb! It is a suburb in the same way a5 Parktown or West-
cliff or Waverley! It is, in fact, nexc door o two white areas.
And ¢ bas frovhold tenure. That i3 permanence. So it must
cease to exist. Bue the story is guire 2 long one and needs a
chapter to itself, In the meanwhile the Orlando shelters: the
Moroke Emergency Camp: the fiftpypearold cin ¥ tanks "
which have been condemned as unlic for human habitation
over ewenty years sgo~-these plages still stand. T cides fall
under the judgment of Gode-ag [ belivve S John means vs o
undeman fram his apocalypre-~then [ lave littde doube that
Johannesbueg will be condemaed for this reason alone: chac it
gecepred man's sweat and man’s oil and denied him the pos-
~ gibiliey of & home, It i the sable of Bethlehem over again,
* He came uneo His own and His own reeeived Him noc™



 CHAPTER FOUR
THE CHRISTIAN DILEMMA

if Dt Erumpi give an wuctriain soud, g chall prepire
ineelf for batth? . g Pad

Trs DurcH REFORMED CRURCH took the iniative in Decems
ber, 1954, in calling a conference of Christian bodies o nieet
together to discuss the racial problems of South Africa, Nor, of
course, thar this conference was the fiest to be hekd, but ir was
the first of its kind definitely sponsored by the Church o which’
the majority of Afrikaners belong. The hall in which the meet-
ing took place was “ zoned,” so that the white and black dele-
gates should not sit cogether. One African minister, gecting up
to speak, prefaced his remarks by asking a question: ™ If Gur
Lozd Jesus Christ came into this rood this morning, on which
side would He sit?” That question is not 2 had way of stating
the dilemma in which Cheistians find chemselves in South
“Africa. Rather an over-simplified statemenc of the prablem,
perhaps, but basically tbe problem ali the same. And i is
certainly not too soon for Christians che woeld over w kuow
- what is involved in it.and why it is so vically impormit o
haye some answer to it. In the fiese place, South Afeica claims
to be a Christian state, The present Governnient gets mors
indignant in public over any challenge on this issue than pre-
vious Governments. “The leaders of the three " branches ™ of
the Dutch Reformed Church have spent a grene deal of time on
debating whether apartheid is or is not consonanc with Biblical
teaching and authogity, The average citizen who atcends chueeh
knows that somehow, by mtiomﬁsation or escupe, he s @
answer the same juestion posed by St Paul in soother vons
text: © Is Christ divided?” Ir is my considered opinion thay
unless the Christian Church in South Africa really faves this
issue honestly within the next generacion or less, it muy well
lose—and deservedly-—the allfi%imm‘of the African people
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-And it is also my opinion, and one which is not only uapopulag
with those cunside the Anglican Charch but alsg with those
in authority within it, that the issue is nos heing honesdy faced
10r properly preseated to the conscience of the Chriscian workd,
After all, che Christian cannor escape the daily responsibilicy of
choice: or if he does, he is not in fact accepiing the challenge
of his faith, Yer, in South Afric, every duy and almost every
snoment, the white Christian is confronted with u choice of -
quite momentous consequence. The same choice, in fuct, thae
was put before the Priest and the Levite as they hueried past
that torn and bleeding Bgure on the way down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, The same choice that confronted Dives as he drove
in and out of his mansion and bhardly noticed the man lying at-
his gate, full of sores. The same choice | would darce to say, that

- nearly tare the Christian Chucch asunder when St Pan) with-
staod 5S¢, Peter to the fuce over the admission of the Gentiles,
¥ Whe is iy neighbour?” That is the question which Christ-
ians cannot evade: of, if they do so in this life, they must yet
stand and answer one day before o more auguse Tribunal,
*Who is my neighbour?” asked che clever young lawyer, when
he thought to destroy by muackery of sigument the reputation
of that upstact prophet from Nazareth, He poe for an answer
the parable of the Good Samaritan. He was compelled to ack-
nowledge, prudgingly but publicly, the possibility dhat racial
difference and the prejudice that goes with ie, must submie to 4
higher law. Christians in South Africa are afeaid even 1o ask
the question. Can it be because, deep in their hearts, they know
the answer and reject ie? ,

‘The white Christinn and the black profess the same allagiance
to the same Lord. They recite the same Creeds, receive the same
sacramenes, have the same forms of worship. They use every
day, no doubt, that prayer common o all Christians whose
first words are: “ Onr Bacher .. " But what of their relation-
ship & one another in the city where they live our their lives?-
They can, it {s e, pass one another in the stree and 50 share
che same air, the same shadows, the same Blue sky. They can

“also meet ropether, maseer and seevant, in a thousand diferenc
contexts: in kitchen, in factory, in office, in police court, This
is contact, [t is not relatinnghip, 1t can never be fove, swptny
~the thing which Christianity is sbour. ¥ Whe is my neigh-
bout?” He is the man ] see entering the pose office @ post »
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letter-—but he may not enter the same door us myself, " Who s
.my neighbour?™ He Is the mun who makes my ta ar ten
o'clock and four, and who brings it to me avery day of my life
i the office—but he cannot sit at twble and drink it with me.
" Who is my neighbour?” He is the child who comes to collect
~ the washing on Mondays and o zecoen it on Fridays: the child
- who:passes o recreation ground with swings and seesaws an

cool green geass, but who may not enrer it becnose i¢ is labelled
" Buropean Children Only.” Is chis & sentimental approach o
a problem which needs objectivity und # calm and remsone
~ solutionp If it is, I cannot escape the charge of sentimentalicy.
South Africa can do with a little more suntiment in these
matters, It would be a refreshing change from the hy ru:friﬁy
and rationalisstion with which apactheid i3 justified from
- so many Christian pulpits and in so many Christinn articles.
I was asked not very long ago to give an address to the
group of  African studears in rezining ae & Government
Normal College near Pretovia, It was the students them-
selves ‘who had asked me, and I took with me an African
- ptiest who acts as chaplain to the Anglican men in residence.
My paper, as it happened, was an attempr e show the
relevance of religion t the problems of everyday lite: rthe
kind of address which I imagine is givea hundreds of times in
English schools and colleges to young men who think chat
Christianity is outmoded and ireelevant, The Pringipad of the
College asked if he mighe attend: he was an Afeikaner and a
member of the Dutch Reformed Chureh. Ar che end of the
meeting he kindly asked me to have a cup of cen in his hone, I
told him I had an African priest with me, He thoughe harsd for
a moment, then invited both che priesc and aa African teachex
to accompany us. As we walked ncross the velde wwards his
house—set some distance from the Collegehe inquired wich
- genuine surprise how I could believe that in face Cheissianivy
had -anything to do with such things a3 race relations, wxial
- problems, South African policies. Under a bright amd une
clouded moon I tried to answer: but I knew § was nor usders
‘stood. 'We reached his house. [ was shown ing the drawing-
room. The African Pricst and ceacher were shown o the
office. We all had tea——was it from the same pot?-eand were
“teeated courtepusly, but separately, Qaly the lighe of the moon
and the sounds of the velde we shared sy South Africans that
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~nighe. X could, of vourse, multiply such an ilustration many
times, I have used it simgly to show two of the cheracteristic

featuses of the approach of the ordinary, good Dutch Reformed

Christian to chiy question. ' .

I would like now to consider that epproach more carefully.
But I would say at the outset that Y am handicapped by o pro-.
found difficulcy: thac of not knowing petsonally more than one
- or two predikants—] can use only the official prosouncements

of the churches concerned. Ler me quote the mist cecent—that
of the Commission for Currant Problems of the Federated Ned, -
Geref, Kacke, " Bvary nation and race will be able 1o perform
the greatest service God nnd the world i€ ic keeps its own
national areribuees, received from God's owo hand, pure with
honour and grarieude, , . . God divided humanity into rdces,
languages and nations. Differences are not only willed by God
but are perpetusted by Him, Equality between nntives, colour
eds and Butopeans includes & misappreciation of the fact that
God, in His Providence, made peopls intw different races and
nations. . . . Far from the word of God encountging equalicy,
it is an established scriptueal principle that in every communicy
ordination there is a fixed relativnship betweaen authorities, ..,
Those who are coleurally and spiricually advanced bave a
- mission to leadership and protection of the less advanced, . .,
The natives must be led and formed wwiards independence so
that eventually chey will be aqual to che Europeans, bue each on
their own territory and each serving God and their own
facherlond.” Yeis only faix wo say that this commission’s report
was heavily criticised by several eminent Dutch Reformed
predikants, including D, Ben Macdys, Nevercheless, 1 believe
it to be in general ouddine a completely just searement of an
actitude and 2 theological view accepted by o very large
number within thar Church, wnd indeed outide o It
cacries with it the implication thac all macial differences are
not only willed by God in His nee of creation, but aee to
be susmined by Him o the end of dme It forther in
volves the assumption chae there bag been no interminpling
of rces through the centuries withoue Joss, amd presume
ably sin--since such intermingling must be ipre facto, cone
trary to the Divine Will, And it ‘makes no mention of His '
Son. In other words, the view here expressed {and 1 am-
convinged that, with some modificarions and dilferenves it
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is the view of most Dutch Reformed Chorch members) i swb-
Christian, 1 say sub-Christian racher than “old Tesutment,
hecause 1 suppose that somewhere behind the obscure and
mutky twilighe-theology it represents there are remembrances
. of the Gospel message. 1 cannot find them, The teuth is-thac
the Calvinistic docerines upon which che faith of the Afrikaner
is nourished, contain within themselves—Iike all heresies and
deviations from Catholic truth—-exaggerations o distorting
_ and 5o powerful thar it is very hard indeed ta recognise the
Churistian faith they are supposed 1o enshrine. Here, in chis
fantastic notion of the immueability of mce, is presene i ®
different form the predestination idea: the concept of an elect
- people of God, characteristic above all else of Jobhin Calein.
And like so many other {deas ceansplanted from their European
context; it hus been, subconsciously pethaps but mose peally,
perrowed still further to meer South Alfrican precunveptions
" and prejudices. It fits exacely the meaning which the Afstkaner
likes to give to the Grear Trek. Just as the Children of Tvrael
had their Exodus and their journeyings through the wilderness
to the Promised Land—so the Voortrekkers had o escape trom
-+ the Egypt of British domination and to fight their way thrugh
against the onslaughts of the heathen. The place-names o the
map of South Afric are a sufficient witness to the truth of whae
I have written. . Just as the Children of larael had 4 divine
mission, a divinely given leadership which ser chem spark
from and over against the indigenous peoples, the tribes they
had met with and concquered-—so the " Afrikaner-wolk “ also
had its unjque desting on the concinent of Africe. It is o be,
for all time, the nation sepresenting purity of race: whircness,
divinely ordained and given, Logically, therefore, the narive
peoples also are pare of a divine plan, They are in Sourh Afrwea.
by righe also. (Though it is 4 subject of debute whether they
reached the area now known by that name at the same tine ax
or before the white man) But they must know their plice.
. They are to-be led, to be guided, to be governed by the ihosen
- people. That is their destiny. Tt is writren in che Book. O, if
it isn’t, it ought to be. Calvinism, with its great iusistenve on
election,” is the ideally suitable religious docerine fur Whise'
South Africa, It provides at the sume moment & moral
justification for White supremacy and an sceuad; day-osaday
reason for msserting it. “Eventwally they will e oyual o
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the Buropoans . . " but, thank God, " eventnally ” will be
when we are dead and our children's chilkdten will have o
face a pew world in Africa. So we must hope. [ do not
‘think this is an exaggerated view of the underlying belief
of the Duch Reformed Chusch. And it i3 a view not
merely held and peeached by che minister in the pulpic
With all {ts faults and errors, the Durch Reformed Chorch
seems to have succeeded where many another Chrisdan
bady has Failed, in giving its lay members & theological out:
look on life. We were giving & parey a few months ago in the
schaol. 1 happened to be abour when the van bearing the meat-
pies drove in at the gate, The young man driving the van-—an
Aftikaner of, 1 suppose, twency-live years of age—got out aod
asked me where he conld deliver the meatpies, * Whae is this
placed” * An African Secondary School, run by the Anglican
Mission.,” " What do they learn bere, these natives?” * The
same as Buropean children: it was, in face, the first African
school in the Transvaal to reach Matrie, standard,” * Bug whae’s
the use?. Isn't Dr. Verwoerd righe in stacting Bant Edues- -
tion?” T told the young man thag, as a result of “Banta
Education,” St Petec's sehool would soon be dosiog down, Te
was at chae point that we began o ralk theology. This young
van-driver was 2 devour member of bis Kerk. I can remember
his exace words as he clinched his argument about spaccheid
and the necessity for sepregation: " Que difterence,” he snid,
" is eschaealogical” I wondered how many Anglicaa vans
drivers, speaking incidencally in a foreign language, could have
used that term so accuracely. And he way right. Basleally che
Duteh Reformed Church cannot conceive of a relarionship
between black and white #n #hiy world which is in uny sense
real or rangible in terms of love, Perbaps ac the end of time,
in the last days (which is what sschatology means) it may be
possible, “ Atrer this I beheld, and, lo, 2 great mulsitude which
0o man could aumber, of all nations, and kindreds, and peoples,
and tongues, stood before the Theone, and before the Lamb,
... But there raust not and cannot be uny reflection of this
vision in the congregarions of God's children here on eardh,
* Th they may be one, ns Thou Eacher are in me and | in Thee,
chat the world muy believe . . " Our Lord's peayer for unity
can have po reference to thiz world, even though the fulflment -
of it would mean the world's believing, Apartheid-—sepiratios
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—here on eacth: that is ¢ precondition of eterngl bliss heres
after. “The greac pulf fixed ™ is an image of this worlds
heaven, not ng.the next world's hell. It is essendal o umder
stand chis fact about South Afvican religion, even if it does
not make it any. easier to understand how swh & religion
_squates with the Cheistian Gospel. It would, 1 think, he true
to say. thar the Duteh Reformed Church has abandoned the
Cattempt to fnd actual scriptugal autharicy for che docrrine of
‘apartheld other than the rather general argument abouc the
Creation which § have tried to outdine, But it is also teue to say
thar the Dutch Reformed Chugch is che strongese expanent
of total apartheid in chis country. When ae ity ilic:emgmuein
conference it expressed this view very clearly and wenr on w
. poine out the logic of it—namely, that industry would e
gg without black Iabour: that whites would have to du their
‘own housework: that there would have to be a fresh wpproach
o the land question—the Government's reaction was immed-
iate, Dr. Daniel Malan, Prime Minister and ex-predikane, dis-
sociaced -himself entirely from this view of apartheid and
affirmed with vigour that it was pot the view of the Nutionalist
“Party. In ather words, and in simple terms, the Dutch
Reformed Church recognises thie if chere is 10 be a just apast.
heid (which indeed ic fully believes in and hopes for), it muse
be'total. In so far as the majority of leading Afrikances are
roembers of that Clurch, they are bound o be gready intls-
~ enced by such a view. But for pracical and political cexsons che
Govetnment cannot possibly act on such an assumaption, The
Union is becoming increasingly industrialised and cannos find
‘the labour, skilled or unskilled, to meet ity own development.
“The land set apart for purchase o provide more Rescives,
more purely “ native areas,” has not yet been bought even 1o
‘the limited extedc planned. It cannot be, becanse the Luepean
farmer is unwilling co sell, and it is the Buropean furmer’s vote
which counts for most. 80 we have reached yet another para-
dox in this land of paradox: those who desire spartheid from
-~ the best of motives, are opposed and thwarced in their plans for
achieving ie by those who also desize it, bue from the fawest and
leas: worthy.. As always in a fallen world, it is the latrer gioup
which is most numerous and most powerful. -
If, then, the Dutch Reformed Church believes so scrongly. in
apartheid, why does it embark upon ¥ missionary ™ work and
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what s the basis of such work? In the African Reterves as
well as i che urban areas, the Duech Reformed Church has for
years both eveagelised and provided schools and Normal
Colleges. Many of these Imtrer are of as high a smndard in
building, equipment and seaffidg as any mission station in the
country. And there are white predikants workiog thete mis.
sions. True, there is never any intermingling of races either in
wvorship, or, se far as chae is possible, in work, - True, the predis
kant on the " mission ring[ " has « racher different statug from
_ his brother who is engaged tn white work, Bur, nevertheless, &
&reat deal of monay is given by the Ewopean congeagations o
che missions: 2 greac deal of incerest is raken in cheir work,
Why? To what end? I had occasion recendy ro write o a
Duteh Reformed inseitution o ask chem to receive and conduct
& party of American educarionalises round their centre. In the
Yotter of reply the principal of the school wrote: “ We shall
be very pleased to show these American courises how much the
whites are doing for the nacives in Souch Affica.” I do nor for
one moment wish to impugn the sipcericy or the devotion of
the Dutch Reformed missionaey. 1 have nu doubt thae his fitse
purpose In uadertaking the wock or respondiog to the vocacion
wwhich is his i3 to preach the Gospel: to teach his flock to know
and love and serve Almighey God. Bue ic fs always with the
- convigction thar sormehow in the ecepnal pucposes of Providence,
the white race is to fead the black: the black race is to depend
upon, to loak up to, w seed the white, " Bassskap,” they call i,
* Boss-ship "—" Overlordsship “win spiritual as in material
things, for ever and ever, Amen. The only illogicality of it is
chart, with rotal aparcheid, presuniably the day must come, and
must be desired, when black and white Christians bave no
earthly conmet with each pther ar all, Then, one imagines, the
Adrican muse still remember thar there wre white Christinns:
- that cheir civilisation fr superior o his: bue chise now it is oue of
Lais reachs: ' ‘

Oy, Bast 3y Bast, wesd Wort iz Wars,
and waver the bwain shall mawt, . o

Perliaps even the bliss of Heaven muse depend upon some form.
of eornal " bansskap,” shaded white, fveryone knows that the
political influence of the Duech Reformed Church (which ingie
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dentally 1s made up of three separate churches) is in South
Africa very greae indeed. By its insistence on the morality of
segregation it makes o cremendously scrong predisposing facror
in the whole issue which confrones the counery. It is oot o
much to say that it gives @ apartheid exacily the religious
sanction which the Cheistian Churhi everywlhiere ohie in the
world gives to the jdea chae * all men are of equal value i the -
sight of God,” And so it was possible, at the World Council of -
Churches in 1954, far the Sourh African. represencativey of the
Dutch Reformed Church o withold their assene from the
declaration which wilirmed any form of racial discriminusion ro
be contrary to the will of Gud. ’I‘Iw{! stood _entirely alone in
Christendom on chis issue: separdted even from heir parent
chrch in Holland, The isolation of che Church is echoed in the
isolationism of South Africa hersell. The biver complaints
that she is “ misunderscood * ae TN and elsewhere are pase
of 4 whole attitude ! an attitude very largely osmed by the
theological, or psendo-theological docerines of a Chuech entirely
out of touch with che Christian world, v is chis, indesd, which
mukes it so desperacely dithicule eo find any common gronnd for
the discussion of the racial * prablem ™ in this counuy. For
theological differences are nowriously the most dilficule 1o
resolve. When, recently, I was discussing the implications of
the Banta Bducation Act with one of the senivr Gavernment
officials in the deparament, [ fele bound 0 say, atehe end of
long, friendly but fruitless argumene: " The trath is e
we worship different Gads," 1 du tor think [ exapperaread,

~ But, of course, though it is che Targese stuple Cheistian body
in ehire South Africa, the Duch Reformed Charch is noe dome
inant in the councry as 8 whole, The Medwadise, che Anglican,
the Roman Cacholic, the Presbyterinn--in fact, practically
every Christian body in Chriscendom--is represented, aml, in
the ® Mission ficld,"” very serongly represented. There should be
no question of the power of their witness on the tackal iwsues,
Why, In fact, is it so ineffeceive?  Why, in face, does dhe
Futopean  populacion of the Univn, the Englishespeakin
section especially, accepe and live by che concept of apartheis
i it is contrary 0 the teachiog of the Church o denomination
o which it belongs? Whate is. the nmerer wicl che wirness of
the Chureh bere, thac e can inHuence policies so listle? T will
not presums o ceiticise any Christing body other thin die
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Aaglican Church—the Church of the Province of South Afriea
as it is officially called-to which I beJong and of which I am &
fpriest, This is not to suggest that che other Christian bodies
are In no need of criticism: not is it to suggest thas the
Anglican Chuech is especiaily blameworthy. 1 think it would
“be te to say thac in ourspokenness; in the weerances of her
Archbishops nnd Bishops: in the published resolutions of her
synods—the Church has been outstanding. Bur, over che pase
twelve years at any rate, this witness has been totglly ineffective
in its influence on the mass of White South Africa, I.do oot -
say that thac is a reason for refraining from such utcerance,
* Whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear ™ the
teuch must be told, the voice must proclaim principles of
justice and mercy and love, Bue I do say thae Is noc enough.
And I do say also that, within the Anglican Church as it exists
in South Africa to-day there is enough colour prejudice, enough
uncharitableness and enough sheer blindness to lose it its influ-
ence over the African people in the next generation or less, 1t
is this sense of uegency which has led me to a position which
I know to be in confiict with thar of many leading Anglicans -
whose opinion I greatly respect nnd whose friendship I im-
mensely value, It is dilficulr, looking buck, to see exactly at
what point one knows opeself to be making n new decision or
taking a new road. All I can say is thae, over the yeass, T took
my share in framing and speaking to resolutions of Synod
which condemned aparcheid or which urged advance in open-
ing vp opportunity for Africans or which called upon the
Gavernment to redress obvious injustices, It was heartening o
feel thar those Furopean lay folk, business men mostly, who
aurended Synod year by year, could so readily be persuaded to
vote the righe way on ricinl issues, Ir was a comfort to imagine
that they represented the ordinary Suuth African * man-in-the-
street ” and to believe thar, over the years, their influence
would prevail to break down these hideous barriers berween
man and man, Tt was only as the years slipped by, thar 1
 begen 1o wonder whether jn fact it meant such things at-all,
Perhaps it was simply & maceer of patience. That, snyhow,
wis what most bishops said: and clergy too. Perbaps it seill is,
But I do noe belleve it: and I cannot act or spegk as if 1 did.
Serungely, it was sn incident which in iself stood right outside-
“the concexe of Church affairs, which T think foreed me to n
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different view; shocked me inro a new artieude, and brought
me into some measuce of conflicr with ecclesiaseival aurhursey-
The incident happened on & Sunday moming in Soplisrawn
two ot theee years ago, ' :
- Alrendy the threat to remove the Afrigan peaple from rhae
_grea hed-become a reality. A meetiog of the residents was
“called, and | was asked t0 be one of the speakers. The Okdin
Cinema was chosen as the most suitable place for the purpose
because it was in the very heare of Sophintown and had seusing -
" for twetve hundred people. When, atter Mass, 1 areivedd in the
vestibule, there was already a small group of Faropeans, two o
three men, arguing with some of the African and Indian Jefe-
gates and claiming thar as they were the CLD. chey were
‘entitled to come into the meeting. This I thowghe o be nawrge,
but, to make quite sure, | went into a neighbouring shop and
rang up a lawyer friend of mine who cordiemed my opinwa, ¥
then 'rctumctf and asked the police o leave. They did so,
reluctantly; ous meeting bogan, and the cinema avdiorivm
was quite full. Jusc afrer I had spoken, there was a commutan
at the door, and a hody of police strode in; marched quickly sd
with determination up the aisle and on o the stage, and
arrested Yusuf Cachalia, a prominent Indian Congress keddet.
1 would emphasise that the meeting fself was perfecely legal
in every respect, and it was fully representative of the poaple
of Sophiatown: those most deeply affected by the renwoval
- scheme. It was, in face, one of the few opportanities avaibibie
to. them for expressing their views, Not unnaturally those
views were stronply held and steonply expressed. "To choose
isuch & moment for the public arrest, in an armosphees of
‘tension, of Cachalia, was, it seemed 0 me, quite criminal. The
people rose to their feet in che dark hall, ewelve Hundrad of
them, and made their anger kaown s the polive bureied
towards the exit, 1was ceally frigheened lest chat anger should
find expression in viclence, and I followed the police and their
prisotier. - When we opened the door we were confronte) with
a policeman holding & commy-gun at che ready: several neore
police in the foyer with rifles, and, in the streer immedisrely
outside; & hundred or more African polive armed. Al this o
arrest one man, who afrerwards was relensed, ws no charge -
could be laid against him, The people inside the <inema were
it an angry mood, snd could very easily have rushed the doers -
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~-o1 to the ommy-gun, Tt would have beea a massacee. I pro-
- tested to the officer in charge and was threatened with arcest
myself. " If you will call off those police, I will see that the
meesing ends peacefully : otherwise I cannoe be responsible for
the consequences.” Eventually the police drove pway aod we
finished our meeting, Again a simple enough incidene and ong
‘which, I suppose, could be paralleled very easily in other
countries. Bur I had seen and' folt, in thase moments, the -
terrifying spectre of the police state, It was all o much like
Nazi Germany at its begioning. There was the fierce breath of
totalitarianism and tyranny in every attitude, every movement
of the police, ... I have attended many meetings since then at
which the Special Branch of the LD, has been presenc. Bue
that Sunday morning at Sophiatown hrought bome to me, as
nothing eise bad done, how very far wlong the road we had
already cravelled, Against chis, Synod resolutions and epise
copal usterances simply would nor do. It seemed to me then,
&S it scems even more certain ta me now, that the only way to
_meet this ching as & Cheistian was to ey ac least to arouse the
" Christian conscience thronghout che world. For me, the argest
of Yusuf Cachalia, therefore, was significant far beyond itself.
And from chas day [ have felt the need o use every means open
o me of making knowa abroad, as well as withio South Africs,
the fearful lepgths to which we have already gone in the
suppression of personal liberties, It seemed to me then, as it
seems to nic at thiy moment, thar the Church was largely uoe
aware of all chis, or, if aware, was not prepared to take any
strenuous action. Bue in appealing o the Christian conscience
overseas, through the Press, one immediately Inid aneself open
to attack as distoyal o South Africa; T cannot in face accept
that crivicism, for 1 feel convinced thar the Cheistian has o
loyalty which stands ehove—far abvve—such considerarions.
Apare from the need to rrouse the Christian conscience in the
world, there wus in my heare, from thar moment in clear and
unmistaksble form, the desire to idenrify myself with the
African people in their steuggle for humun cights and personsd
freedom, This] cried to express  ficele lurer ara mesting of the
African National Congress in the city.  Bur identfication
meant more than words, more than speechies, For the Chriselan,
s0 it seemns to me, it i pace of the Jife of faich irself. Tt is this
“mystery of dentificarion which finds ks very expression in the
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 Stable of Bethlehera: God, Almighty and Hteroal, identifping
. Himself with Man at his most helpless, with Man in his utrer
" littleness and poverty. Surely, if the Incienation means any-
thiag at all, it must mean the breaking down of barricrs noe by
‘words but by deed, by act, by identification. On Maundy
‘Thorsday, In the Litargy of the Catholic Chuech, when the
Mass of the day is ended, the priest takes a wowel and gutgh
- himself with it; he takes 2 basin in his hamds, and koeeling in
-~ front of those who have been chosen, he washes their feer and
wipes them, kissing them also one by one. So he tked, mo.
- mentarily, the place of his Master. The centuries are swept
away, the Upper Room in the stillness of the night is areind
" him: “If I, your Lord and Master, have washed youe feer, ye
also onght to wash one another’s feet.”” I luve knele in the
“sancruacy of our lovely church at Rosetrenville wnid washed the.
- ~feet of African students, stooping o kiss chem. In this also ]
have known the meaning of indentification. The difhiculey is to
“carry the truch into Johannesburg, into Soudh Africs, ingo the
world. '
 Thie Episcopal Synod of the Church of the Frovime of
South Africa meeting in 1954 puc forward 3 stacerment 51 which
the bishops said: “ It has been stated thite the face that popmally
Europeans and Africans worship in differenc Church asilibingy
s itself an acknowledgement of the principle of sexregarion,
~This is not so. Both linguistic and geographical rewiony make

it natural that normelly Africans and Europeans should wor
. $hip in different places. But an African member of the € hurch

Is at Iiberty to wotship in any church he may desire and o one
has any authoricy to exclude any churchman of any race From
any of owr churches, if he presenes himself theee for the purpse
- of worship.” In other words, there is no coloar bar is church
- Let us look at the facts. It is rrue, of course, thae in any of the
towns or cities, the African people will live in locations, pRALY
from thelr Buropean masters. And, obviously, if the Church is
.10 do Its job in cacing for them, churches muse be built i the
locations and will therefore be “ African * churches Hut it is
also true that in-every large town there are thoussids of African
domestic servants who live where they workein the back-yaed
rooms built on 1 every European house, These also nre £ zists
lans. Butitis tare indeed for chem to artend church ae the same
‘time as their employers. Special servives, at wn carly hout in the
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moning, are sometimes provided for them, They can meet
togecher to worship the same God, o receive the same Sacra
ments a5 the master and * missus "¢ but not in the same service,
And even thls custom can sometimes cause ditficulty, as Ic did
when & young priest I know recently suggested to his Church
Council that an ™ African " Mass might be allowed at $.30 am. -
once &-month or so in hiy church, Half the Council resigned
in protest. Ie would be true, T believe, to say that in the vast
majority of Anglican parishes in Buropean areas, the presence
in church of any number of Africans ac any service would be
greacly resented and would canse secious wrouble. Only in the.
Cape, whete chere is & very Inege coloured population, are
“mixed " congregations & regubar feature of Chusch life, fois
true that on special occasions, such as an ordination or “ Sypod
Sunday ™ in the Cathedral, the patcern is different. Black and
white are present and communicate together. It in true that
in some parishes where che pricse is courageous and alive o the
situacion, some real progress is being made. But it Is sof true,
and it is wrong to pretend thar i i3, thar * geopraphical and
linguistic " difficulties are che basic cause of these racial divis.
ions within the Church. In the Church, as ouwside e, it &5
rejudice and fear and racialism ftself which opatate o con-
?mmci the principles and idenls of episcopal pronouncements.
Quoly if we face thiz fact and make no excuses can we hope o
abolish the colour bar within the Chureh, Bur it is more than
probable thac in doing so, we shall lose great oucibers of our
European Christivns. 1t will be better so. For there is, in this
matter especially, no time o lose.  Aleeady, in the African
community, we are waching the emergence of a Secrarian
Christianity based dpurdy on Aftican oatonalism, partly on #
revolt against the disgiples of organised Christisnity, partly on
the terrtble example of disunity shown by white " Churches ”
of many denominativay. Morzover, in ap Ipereasingly secular-
ised educatinel system, there is plenty of scope for thas kind
of pseudo-scientific attack on refigion which is common to .
mm!lcm society everywhese. Young Africa is not immane, And
when it is possible to point 1o & failure in Christian witness on
the colour 18sue, o8 it most cerminly i3, then young Africa iz
alert eo recognise such fuilure and by ic o vondemn the religion
which allows it @ happen. I i3, 1 chink, sigaificane that the
Rorman Catholic snd. Anglican Mission in the utin areas of
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Johannesburg (and I presume in other cities also) have been
alone in encoutaging thelr Burppean priests und Religiois o
live within the ares itself. Significane because in this way they
have been sble to share far more fully the problains and the
pain of their people, even if, by the accident of eolour, they have
not been able totally to identify chemselves wich them, It is
- significant, to, because there hug been far less hreaking away:
far less schismatic division in these two bodies chan in che
Protestant denominations, which generally rely on African
- ministers, supervised from outside by Buropean superincen
“dents, The point I am trying to make 15 & very simple one: yat
I think it needs making in every possible way, It ir rhur the
Church is facing a challenge which it must mest wow, snd
which it cannot meat affsctsvaly with official provoxucempnts
alons. Only the white Christians of South Africa can eruly meer
that challenge: not the bishops, not the clergy, but the ard.
inary lay folk who are the Church. And I do net believe dhar
they are meeting it: I do not believe that they really know &
challenge exists, In fact, the most :lishwmﬂnﬁ thing about
the Christian situation in this countey it the absenve of goy
deep sense of usgency. It is not thac white Christians nee bad:
very far from it. It is simply thae they fail to see the relevance
of their faith to social problems. Just as, in the England of
Wilbetforce, there were those who defended stavery from the
highest motives: just as there were, in the time of the Indus-
trial Revolution, Christian leaders who scgmiesced in «hild
- Iabour in the cotton mills and sll the other horrifying evils
which Charles Dickens exposed--sn in South Afeics there isan -
-apathy and a patience within the Church towardy the evil of
racialism which is harder to bear and far more dithigutr w0 hreak
through than deliberate malice and wickedness, It is nor easy
to condemn apartheld and the docerine of whice supremacy in
the State if it exists and is suffered to exise within the {hurch,
The answer to the question: Will the African remain ¢ heis.
ian in the years © come? dependy more than anything else on
the answer made to the vital question of oluur within the
Church mow. 8o I revurn to thac incident in the long hisrory of
the Church, 2 moment when the wrong answer wouslid bave in
face destroyed ie a5 the insteumernt of Cind's fowe o ol mien,
St. Paul withstood 5t Peter * to the fuce ™ over rhe e of the
admission of the Genciles. He won his point. Had be not done
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s0, the Christian Churelt would bave remained o Jewish sect
and presumably would have died, a5 other sects have died,
many centuries ngein che hinterland of Adtoch or Rome, Icis
this sense of urgency which has led me w believe thac the only
effective werpon to use Is che conscietiwe of Chriscendom ieself:

thae it is not wrong, cherefore, © dppeal @ Christians the
world over 1o condema cacial discrimination wherever it exises,
When, in the eary thircies, the Nazis hegan o persecute the |
Jews, the official voice of the Church was silent, The Nie.
mollers and the Faulhabers called wo late upon the Christian

world, After all, & modeen State has every propaganda instog.
ment ¢ its command : the Church has the voice and the pen of
its leaders alone. 1 have become convinced thar within. South

Africa, it is now impuossible to mobilise v sufficiently powerful
offensive to counteracr the forces which aperace so stroagly, so

subely and so irracionally agawnse vs. Indeed, sometimes it is -
desperately hard not w be cavghe up aaeself in the wils of the -
situation : noc to wonder whether one is oneself nteerly mis-

takeny in trying to swim againse the cide, Perhaps this book of

mine may bring some answer and some comfore: or at least the

reassurance which one longs for in loneliness, Bur whather it

does or not, I nuwse cleqw my own conscience. ‘This does not

mean the condemnation of others who chink and net and speak

differenddy. I do nat for one momene question the integrity of

cheir faith. Bue for me, there ix only one really vieal issue cons
fronting the Church in South Africs, and T do not think the

Churcly is facing it s boldly as ic should, as it s, if iv s to be

cene to its Master and o itself. Idealism, like pacriotism is not
enough.
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‘ Jobw Masefietd. "\ Comdeeration "

“ Hey, there, Tsotsi, show me your pass...." The boy stopped.
He had a pacce] in one hand and ir wasn't easy to get the book
quickly enough~-fuckily be had it on bim. The policeman did -
not even Jook inside ir. Bur when Joel came o see me it was
the abusive term, the contemptuous title, " tsoust,” that had
made its magk—more surely, too, than a cuff on the ear ur 2
ewist of the arm. For as it happened, Jool was already pear the
“top of Form Three, and the European eonstable whe had sope
ped him had probably lefe school afeer the {.ﬁrimary standasd
“six, At least thar is all that is requiced of police constables in
South' Africe. That is why, so ofcen, their venom iy direceed ac
the " educated kallir,” che "cheeky nigges,” the * smart skel
lom.” And it is not only the police who think char way, of
course. There was an instance not so long age when an African,
-standing at a bus stop (second class) dured o pue on n pairof
whitegloves, This was so offeasive w a group of Buropeaa
~lads waiting for cheir bus (firse cluss). neacby, that they set on
him: bad him down in the gutter, and kicked him so thag he
died. " Tsotsi "—what does ic mean? It i3 o familtar enongh
name in every uban African township: familiar enungh o
‘have become a term of abuss when appliod by & Buropean w ag
“educared African, a term of concempt tinged with %t.'a: when
wsed by one African boy of unother, Yet it meiny something
of quite tremendous imporence o all those whase job is 10
~care for the young of Chrisc's flock, Tivery councey in its hurge
cities has its " cost-boys,” its " wide-gays,” ies " pangsters,” it
" Teddys.” And the " tsotsh,” t%g real genuine " tyorss,” isall of
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these, chongh first and foremost he is juse a boy, The origin of
the pame is integesting, for it is a corruption of ™ Zoot Suie”
and the * tsowi,” like the Teddy-boy, is supposedly charscrerised
by the cur of his clothes, In this case, because not nany
Africun youngsters can ¢laim to have clothes which are * cut,”
the tight-firting drain-pipe trousers wee the distinctive mark.
Bue to-day, in Alexandra and Sophiztown and Pimville and
Moroka, it is not the clothes, ic 15 de number, the gang, the
weapons which are si terrifyingly evident. The tsowsi Is youth
rotting away, and rorting with Feae the society around him, ke
is problem number one in urban Afeica,

One Saturday evening in Sophintown I was on the stoep of
the mission-house after Bvensong and Rosary, A boy came
runaing across the school playground, one of the seevers. " It's
the Principal, Father, come plense quickly, he's been stabbed.
.+ I gor someone 0 help me wich the steercher (we always
kept ic handy and often had e use ic) and wene as quickly as
could, the boy dirgcting me, o a house hard by the school,
Elias Mokoeesi fay on the stoep uncanscious and with blood
staining his open shire. There was licde excitement. We gor
him on to the streccher and down o the clinie. The doctor
gave him an Injection, There was one tiny wound in the brease,
no more than a quarter of an inch long. But ic was enough, for
it was just over his hearr. He died within ten minutes, On
Sunday nfeer 1igh Mass w womun asked o see me: with her
was 2 youny kad of nineteen, who said, “ I've come 1o pive
myself up o you, Pacher: 1 stabbed the Principal 1 dido't
mean to kill him, Fatee, e hic me and T got maed. 1 had a
knife, .. " .

One evening ¥ was deiving bak from preacking to a
Europesn congregatiun on che other side of the own, Tewasa
winter evening also, and av ten o'clock ar nighe chere were poe
many people aboue. I was rired; chankfud 1o be petting back to
the migsion and to bed; not thinking abour much elie, T expect,
But as | drove along the main rosd which mukes the houndary
of Sophintown and Martindale, [ saw under-a lamp-post w man
lying in the dust. He was close o the trem lines. Thers was
‘no one neat himn Almost T drove o Diunks on Sunday nighe
were ot nacommorn in dhat part of the world, snd [ wie tired,
But something, perhaps Sumeone; made me swop and get out of
the car and go to him w ey and help him He was dead. This
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time it was & bicycle-spoke with-one end sharpensd which had -
ierced his heart, ) o - :
Alfred Vukela was one of those lads whom ane could enly
possibly describe as " vital” He had been a server for many
yeass, ever since he was a child, Buc he was not at all the copy-
book type of altar-boy. Indeed, I have never known an African
who was, Amonfsc other chings, he belonged to ncongert pat
" which specialised in hot jazz, and jiving, in tap-dancing and ol
“the rest. In this way he added a lictle to his earnings, He was in
a good job and his boss was renlly fond of him, Fe had just
married and his wife had bad her first baby, He was walking
home one night with a friend when he suddenly heard some-
one behind him. Before he could even trn round he fole &
blow between the shoulder blades and a sharp pain. When he
came to be found he was flac on the ground: he could not get
up: he could not move his legs. He had been stabbed in che
back and a motor nerve had been cut. To-day, theee years later, -
he still sits in 2 room spmewhere in che back of Sophistown,
He will not jive again. '
T have given these three jllustracions because chey are e
ones that come most zeadily to mind: not, alas, because they are
‘the only incidents I can remember of the tetrible and ceerify-
ing destructiveness of the " esotsi.” :
Woven into the whole pattern of fear, which is the pattesn
of so much of South Africa’s life, (s this fear which 18 ever
resent in the locarions and townghips of the Reel, Andirisa
y-product of a whole attitude of mind: of somethinyg which
cm.Ed undoubtedly be cured, if it were not for the irzational and
morbid obsession over colour which so entirely perriﬁes Cone
steuctive work in the social field. For the " tsotsi ™ is symbalic
of something other than a simple social evil, common o ail
cowtitzies. He is, 1 believe, more than a juvenile delingquent,
more than a “ case ” for an approved school. Like them he it
aggressively anti-soclal: buot untike them he has a profound .
reason; as 4 rule, for heing s0. He is the symbol of & suciety
which does not care. He is in revolt against the frustration
which, apparently, cannot be cured, cannot be relieved, He
turns vpon his own people and uses his knife sgainst them
because he is canght in thac trap from which there is no esaps
~the trap which. Nature seems to have set for him by giving
~him a black skin. Alan Paton, in his picture of Absalom, has



THE TSOTSI 65

given one story of the eypical wowsi boy, Bue it is aor the only
one: itis noe the most common, Absalum comes up from che
count? ro find his sister, and is caughe in the life of de city,
bewildered by i, his standards destsoyed by it, nod he himself
eventually becomes the criminal and che victim of ic. No doube
there are many such. Bur the " wotst ™ [ koow best has never
_sex foot in the country. He is a " cockney ™ hy bisth, end so,’
possibly, are his parears before him. "The only life he knows is -
the life of the town. The only smadaeds he recognises ave.
those provided by an urban, industeialised society. He would be
as much @ stranger in the keaals of Zuluband as [ woukd be in
Tiber. What is ie, then, which makes him whar he is? How can
it be thar thae lovely littde boy of six, with the sparkling eyes
ae the friendly smide, has become a killer ag sixteen? And how
i dt that chere are so maoy [ike him? 5o maay thar, in the most
modern focation in South Africa, pesple are scared o go out of
their homes at nighe excepr in groups. In the hiese place, it must
be recognised chae Social Welfare work in South Afrien
amoagst Africans s humstrung from the firse not so much by
lack of money, as by the actitude of mind which racialism
inevitably produces. The most common phrase, | suppose, o
use in this counery {5 " The Naeive Problem.” By this phease
everything s sunimed up. It is an absesctiogeand o, to the
averiage white mun, i the African, It is a ™ problem "-never
an opportunicy. 1o some strange way, one i avoid dinking
of black men us if they were persons acall, And so the " gorsi ™
15 just pare of this greae abseraceion wo. He is not o boy who
has gone wromg . he is a native sketlum, He doesn’e belong 1o
a family, with a Exther and mother aad brathers aod sistershe
is & * problem.” White sociery has to solve thwe © problem ™
if it can, betume crime is an expenaive amd unedifyiog com.
modity, Bue white society :ehnulcﬁ not he asked w0 ke 4 per-
sonal interese in it sell fess provide mongy tor i solutione—
for it Lies altagerher vueside the sphere of humin reladions, o
beiongs to chat other world, whicl: it is easiest w forget. This
was brought home 0 me very foreibly by the murder of Eliry
Mokoetss and by annther ncident which Tshall eey o deseribe,

When it became known chae Elins bad been stabbed o death
for no reason, the prople of Sophiatown were fiercely angry.
He had been one ufl the most respected men in the wwnship:
he bad wughe their shildeen for muany years: he was o gentle-

N, o "
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man. When his funeral toole place, some six thoussnd people
erned out to show how they honoured him, As on so many
occasions in my life in Sophiatown, I felt a grear sense of pride
that inx all that crowd, I, & white man, was allowed to perform
‘the last rites. My priesthond was so much more importanc than
my colour. Afeer it was all over # deputation came o rthe
I\gssion_and asked me o arcange a meeting wich the police,
'The people, they said, were determined to procece themselves
if the police could not or would not protect them. During the
. wat, when European policemen had joined the Forces and wete
in short supply, there had been an African Civie Guard, It was
chis they wished to revive. We had the meering o few days
later, and Colonel X, commandant of the Districe, nrrived
with some subordinates to hear whit the deputation wanted.
An old Zulu who had lived in the arex for many years, stood
up and put the case, strongly yet with courtesy, ™ Our peaple
kaow the criminals better than the police can do. When the
police come the people are fearful: they even hide the
“tsotsis.” They fear the police more than they fear the
“sotsis.” But we know where they stay. We are aor sarishied
that the police protect us. . . " Colonel X, called for his
record books, * Now look, man,” he said, * let us ke the year
1942, In that year there was 8 Civic Guard in Sophistows. s
the month of March there were only . -, there were unly .,
He paused and prepared himself to make 2 starding progounce.
ment. “Oaly fwelee arresrs.” He turned o the old Zulu
" What is the use of a Civic Guard if it can only arrest twelve
peaple in & month?" "1 chink,” said tha Zuly, ™ chae it shows
that the Civic Guard was doing irs job." ‘To Colonel X, haw
ever, the only criterion of pulice etficiency was in the aumuber of
arrests made. [t did not matter chat sevency per vent would be
“for pass offences, not for erime at all. 8o we did pot ger owr
Civic Guard then or ever: and the " sotsis ” continued. to
Hourish in the datk streets and in the backyards which the
police dared not try to teach. Incidentally, when Elias Moko-
etsl's murderer was rried it was discovered that he had six
previous- convictions, seversl of them of a serious naure,
although he was only nineteen. The charge was raduced
culpeble homicide, He was sentenced 0 one year in jail. Se
far as I know he is still walking the streees of Supluswwn,
Alfter all, it was only another stabbing in & nutive area; parr of
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he " problem " why worey ton much? - Neither the hoy who
mirdered, nor the man who was murderec, had real value as a
erson. Both were narives: n different category, another
pecies fiving in a world apast, - R :

The second incident was this: I remember sitring in oy
Hiice one Sarurday morniog when I heard = noise of running,
ind & hoarse voice shoutiog in Afcikaans words which I could
1ot distinguish, but which were wards of anger In the gacden
meside the frant door, some six or seven hoys were standing
ogether, and a young European coostable, his hand on his.
evolver, was bawling ac them and was obvigusly 1o a fugious
age. " What's it all abouer™ I asked.

" These boys—swhere are their passes?”

I rold him that they were schoolbops, home for the holidays,
Wl known iy me, and ! asked him w0 get out of the Mission,
With the help of one of my colleagues, | took his anmber and -
¥ent, not very hopefully, to report che incident to the sentor
iicer ar the station. Not long afterwards, the answer to the
Inguixy thae [ had asked for was broughe to me ac the Mission
sy Captain E, an English-speaking police ofliver whom 1 had
met before. It was his day off, and he was ot very plessed at
aaving to spend part of It on the job. The renson for the
incident, he explained, was thar the constable had been chusing
1 suspect, and thought he might have taken refuge in the
Mission. " But anyway, Fathar, you ktow yourself chat seventy
per cent of the people in this place are criminals” Usugrested
that if thae was the official attitude of the polive, they were not
very likely to win the trustand confideace of Sophiwtown. e
was, 10 me at least, an interexting comment gp che whole, sad
situation. _fLust one more indication of the same basic menal
attitude, The native is a problem: he is never 4 person, e is,
more often than not, & crinyinal, who cannor be trusted even if
he is apparently only u schoolbvy. You nwse bawl at him:
threaten him; handeuff hime-that is che treaoament he really
nnaderstands. And if w is not enough, there is alwayd the sjnm.
bok. e will be said thar this is an exapgeracion. [ only wish it
were. | have wold it as accurately as 1 ean resember i, ot
because as was once suid to me, * You have the uniloro of e
Souch African police,” bue because T know this chis aegitaade iy
i [eself n reason for the ™ tetsh,” It i not the oaly reason, but
itis & veey fundamental one; and it is expressive, [ think, of that



68  NAUGHT FOR YOUR COMFORT

‘whole mental astitude which belongs w White South Africa
“Ina recent comprehensive survey of one of the Afrivan own.
ships it was discovered (though those of v who lived there
“knew it from first-hand experience) that the average family
bad to face a gap berween income and expenditure of over
£2. 10s. per month. How js this gap w0 be closed? In the
answer 10 that question there lies anuther answer o the reason
for the “ tsorsi.” It {s povercy. In Johannesburg more than half.
the total population of the ity is non-Luropean, Aparr from
“those thousands of migranc labourets employed by the mines
and living in compounds, quite separate from the locations of
the city, there are at least 330000 Africans who belong 1w
Johanpesburg and upon whose labour Jolmanesburg depends,
‘Taking the survey I have referred to asan accurare index (and 1
-have every reason to believe char it is), it would not be an gxag.
geration to say that at least half the African families o the city
must live below the bread line—UNLISS THREY CAN CLOSE
THAT GAP, African families—thank God-—are large as 3 rule.
The average number of children in a family is aoything between
- four and seven. Quire often it is more; So, cleady, if they are ©
be fed and clothed, it is necessacy for boch parents o go out
to work. With their scrong sense of " family,” chis is an une
natugal and mose undesizable ching for the African people. Bue
it is nowadays an necepted ching also. And it might be all right
if there were compulsory education; if the parents could be
sute thae their children were in school whilse they were out ac
wock, That s the one thing they cannot be sure of. In the
urban areas about one child in chree can find & place in schonl.
‘The remaining two-thirds of che child populacion las only the
street or the empty room for its long J:\y, And, in places bike
Sophiatown. or Alexander Township, that is not so good,
* Tather, I've come to give you my child, you st take care of
him, Father—he is naughey, very, very naughty, [ on do
-nothing with him, He dodges school, He is a “loafer” He
- stays out at nighe. ., " How often [ have heard these words,
And chey are spoken over the head of a child of eigheor ten.
He 5" out of control.” And he really is oue of control, { know
‘that the chances nre that he is already with z gang, Probably he
has raken part in quire a few- minor barglaries-Fraie or sweers
of cigarettes from the “Ching " shops, When | louk dowsn at
him [ can see o hardness aleendy forming round his mouth, ia



THE TSOTSI : 69

his eyes. And there is so licele § cun hope to do, “ Father must
“get him to school.” But all che schools are full, and over-fulls
" Facher must send him nway from Jobannesburg, o a boarding
school.” But there are no hoaeding schools for boys of his age
“and of his standard 1n educadon. " Father must take him to
- Diepklook ® (The Reformatory which Alan Paron once supet
vised, and fromy which he learnt abour Absalom and old
Kumaloy~bur Diepkluaf alrendy has seven hundred boys and
in any case caanot take any boy unless he is commicted by o
magistrate  There is oo much competiton: there sre wo few
probacion oflicers.  Above all, there are wo few people
who even bepin to care, Sometimes in Johaanesburg ar
night when the cinema crowds are looding out on o the paver
ments, 1 have warched African childeen-~some of them cer-
tainly not more than sight years old--hanging about che lighted
entrances, darting theough the legs of the emerging thiong,
watching the Greek shops with their brilliant windows, They
are filehiy dirty. They are huogey, They hold our their hands—
* Penny, baas, penny, baas “——und sometimes they gut what
they ask and run off in search of more. But nobody cares whae
“happens o them or from where they come, Nobody cares that
these chiideen, who belong 10 someone, sumewhere, will soon
be in those sare Johannesburg steeers with knives or with
stoden revolvers: will be, in fact, the " tsotis " of @-mortow.
" White South Africa lives in feac: but it does surprisingly lietle
to semove the causes, It prefers burglir-prooting:  private .
watchmen: the revolver by die bedside, to any kind of con-
stenctive approuch o the problem of the “ tsowi” And if half
the money which is spent i keeping pass offenders in prison
were spent instead on building schools or equipping boys'
clubs, the crime-wave would soon hecome less menacing.
There is, however, another cause of " sotsi-lsm” Ie s
illegitinmcy, And this is also something which White South
Africa views with o sickening complacency aad with 2 Pharis-
aical shrug of the shoulders. ™ These Kaflies, Dreed like sab-
bits," Or, " My ' giel* has u It of boy-friends, of course, Bue
what can you dof I cheir pacure” Or, " She's pregoant
egain. She'll have to go. 1 van't have an infant in the house,
WWhat & nuisance these gieks are. 1 almose sooner do the work
mysell” Or, more rrely on che ‘relrclphunm‘" Father, | don't
koow you and you don’t know me. D've got-u girl heee, mid
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- we've had her working for us for a long time, Now she's got
rwo children and theyre growing up. [can't keep them in the
seevant’s room. Is there a school, or an instiuciond . ..
Nothing? ... Oh, but surely there’s some place. . .. I thought
you'd be sure to know of somewhere. . ,, Can't you help at alt?"
No, I cannot. I cannot because the ching is far too big and irs
_roots go far oo deep in the rotennsss of a socwl ordee
which Whice Souch Africa tolerares nnd more chan tolerares,
desires. I cannot because in the whole Union there is anly one
Insticution chat will take pregnane African girly and cheir
babies, and that is always over-full. T am its Chabemun, and T
know, I cannot, because you, the * Missus,” accept your sepvant
for the work she will do: you do not give a thought t where
she comes from, how she lives or what she needs in che way of
protection, You say (how many hundred times have 1 heard
you?) that you do everything for her and she is ungrateful
What you mean is that you pay her her wages: give her enongh

. to cat: sometimes give her clothing which you can no longer
wedr yourself. But what of hex life i thae bagkeroom, at the
bottomn of your yard, completely sepurate (by law) from the
‘house? That is, for che time being, her home, The door Joes -
not lock properly and the windows are not barred. There i
no security, In the white suburhs of Johannesbusy there are
thonsands of African servants of both sexes. They must live
sufficiently close to their work 1o be on call six days out of
seven, and seven nights our of seven. But they must live n
" Kayas "—single rooms of varying quality buile away from the
house,- There are no recreation centzes of any kind ia aop of the
Buropean suburbs for African sexvanes. From time o time
dttempes bave been made by small groups of liberal-minded
peaple to do something about this. On every wccasion the
attempt has been defeated. * It will bring down the vatue of
our property. Ir will bring in all the natives from the next
saburb. It will encourage crime." Mot so long ago we had
seven acres of land nexe door to our priory in Rosewenville,
to-day a Buropean subiwh, though when we chose iv for our
Mission it was in open country, miles from the centre of the
city, 'We could not use this fand ss a foothall feld for oue -
schoolboys, thotgh we should huve liked to db so. Jt was
coveted by our Buropean fieighbours for the valvable site that

it could be. We offered it to the City Council of Johanmebarg
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to be used as a recreacion ceatre for the African domestic
servants in the neighbourhood, sixteon dhousand of them, The
offer was made public. Immediately a * Vigilance Committee
was formed, Meerings wece held rhroughout the subuth, A
petition with rwo chousand signacories was organised. We were
told that all our windows would be broken and our. Priory
attecked if we proceeded wich the plan to sell. 1 was present at
the meeting in the City Hall when the Vigilance Committes
made its formal protest to the City Council. ™ Theee hundred

‘natives are imported every day by bus into the Priory, Itisa

hide-out for criminals.” It was only an officiat visit by the City
Councillors concerned which prevented the macter going any
futther : that and our decision, in the interesc of our own con- -
tinued existence as a mission, ot to press the issue. Indeed
nething can so swiftly arouse the wrath of white suburbia as a
plan for providing African servants with recreational facilities,
Protest meetings ate planned with greatr swiftness and are
attended in force, The English immigeant whe has, for the
first cime in his life, a servant and a car, is pechaps moce feady
1o support such a protest than his Afrikaner neighbour. But

- both are united ina Aerce determination to prevent their suburb

becoming atrractive to the native sepvant they employ. So, in
face, the “giel " or the " garden-boy ” live in their separate

© rooms. But they do not always, in the hours when their work

is done, stay by themselves or sleep alone. And their employers.
do nat care what goes on, provided that it does not involve a
police raid, provided ehut the morning tea is broughe in on .
time, provided there is no " cheekiness,” : -
What it really means is easy to understand. It means that
Eva, who has & home in Sophiztown, or Grace, who lives in
Orlando, soon has & babe in ber womb: loses her job: returns,
disgraced, to her family——and there is another child whose
father is unknown, another child who, in alt probability,
Graony will have to lovk after: another child who, in the
coming years, raay be " nobody's business,” These are the.
children who run the streets when they ought to be in schoal—
if they could get into school. These are the * tsorsis™ of to-)
morrow, And White South Africa shrugs its shoulders aad
complains that servants are not whac they vsed w be. Nobody
cures, Dxcepr, of course, the municipal suthorities and the

_Government. But they cere in ¢ secange nad cynicad way. They
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are determined, for instance thae the life of domestic servants
shall be regulated and conerolled. There muse be an ebsojuee
-enforcement of the law of registracion. The moral Jaw is
‘another matter altogecher, So we have reached the stuge, in
White Johanneshurg, where & man and his wife, murried by
Cheistian rites, may not live rogecher as man and wife unless
they work for the same employer. " Whom God hach joined
together, let no man put asunder ., " buc doa’t dare ta go and
visit each ocher: don't be discovered wogerher in'the sane room,
or you are lable to srrese for craspass. I8 it so very surprising
if a child, conceived and botn in illegality, rechnically non-
existent, according to the law of the land a trespasser from
birth, becomes in later life a rebel againse soviety, black and
white? I do not claim that every lad who becomes & ' s
begins his life in chis fashion: nor do T believe chat it iz en.
vitonment alone which makes the ceiminal, There is such a
thing as evil: there is sin in a fallen world, But § do nin
exaggerate when I say thac the wotsi is g symbol of sociery
which does not care, And againse diae dead, oppressive weighe
of apathy, it is so hard to make progress. Ir would be enongh o
make any priest despair unless he yeally believed thae, in the
one or two who by the grace of God he has rescned, there is hiy
veward, And even chen i is hard to be pacient and o persevere.
It is often safd, and with some couch, thae the African in the
towns has lost all the old tribal sancrions and nuthing has beea
put in cheir place, le is also true, however, thit some of the oid
customs, eeansplanted from country o rown, have an epally
disastrous effect. Su it is with " lohols “wathe duwry costam,
The young man, before he con marey the gird of his choive, must
in the country produce o certain number of cirdds and hand
them over (or see that his parengy do s0) o the parenes of the
bride. In this way her " value ™ and her secucicy againge i
treatment are safeguarded, There is an ubvious and real poine
in this, and it is akin © maoy similar cuscoms 1n orher pares of
~the world, But, io che towns, the catde becomtes money. The
parents of the giel demand £30, £60 or L1 The bay hax 0
earn 0f borrow this money. The martiage is obten delayed vn
rezsanably by the exorbirant demands mude by rhe pavenn,
* with the result that the boy and girl aoricipate their marriage,
“and one more illegitimate child o bora, Tr s o sobject which
is often under debate in missionary conferences and the fike
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On the whole, the conservative view prevails, the view of
ancient custom,  Hoe che younger getieration of Afpican cown.
dwellers is getdiog impatienr and resentful, and probably &
change will enme, Nevereheless, in looking ac the tsotsi prob-
lem as dispussionately as one-can, the boy-girl question Jooms
very lacge. It is precisely what ane would expect, but no Jess
dificule o deal with for all chur. And some of the mose
vicious and menn of tsocsi erimes, asstalt on young gicls, rape
and stabbing, are the resuls of this wnresolved contlict produced
by a society in travsicion barween the old and the new. Y, in
seging the totsi simply a5 4 menace, we are not poing w do
very much to solve the prablem of his extsteove. Behind the
menace there is the frustearion: che sense of inpotence:
the, misdireceed energy.  And, often enough, there 15 & real
initiacive which ¢an and should be used for good, Together
with the lack of schools, there is in the urban areas of our cities
a fearful lack of recreativnal faciliies. Every European suburb
has its playground: ies football fields: ity coonis conrts: s
golf course: its swimming-bath, For the African, the most he
can expect is a foorball held or two, generally without any
proper provision for speecators, Beyond de he hay the sereet
or the open, barren velde: and he muse wie it as he van |
remembes in Sophiatown one of our young altac-boys mamed
Tom, Every afternoon swhes school was over, he disappeared.
On Sacuscday he was away sl day-—aud sometimes on Sumday
00, Afcer & while I discovered chat he had somehow got hime-
self o golf cluly amd w fow halls, By caddying 4 the weekvends
he not oply earned u licede money and bought his cquapment,
but he also wacched (he players and Jsarne golf from shem.
He, and the other lads, would mark oue o " course o the
csteerele of sough, tussocky geass which lies between Sophistown
and the Furopean subuch of Westdene, There chey would play,
-every afternvan, They seill do. Bue there I no provision any-
where, su fur s Tknow, for African golfers, excepr an the links
“of their own muking, There are twelve public swimming-
batls wriel three ehousandd private pools in Julinmesbueg for the-
~white population, Tor the Africans there are thice, snd only
one of those (whose origin 1 shall desoribe in another chuyster;
- is really 2 public bath, 1 suppose that no single sporging event.
so strengehencd White Sourh Africa’s respece for the African.
athlete as Jake Tull's boxiog triumph when he became fly-
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weight Champion of the Empire. Jake it an Ocaudo hoy,
He had to learn his boxing where all Qclando boys learn e, in
one of the many clubs which flourish there, and which flourish
_in every location and township in Soath Afeica. But pym.-
pastum space is generally an old, disused gacape, or a cor
rugated-iron shed, or just the open space behind someone’s
house, Thete are, T know, many potential boxing champions,
but they are not allowed o box againse whitz opponents. [rwas
bad encugh when, on one accasion, & European hoxer of world
class was knocked out in 4 sparring bout ond it was sevealed
two days later thac his parmee was an African.

My point is this, and it is so obvious as hardly to be worth
muking: the " tsotsi " is, very largely, the produce of frustea
tion. -And much of that frustration is physical: the absenge of
any decent, healthy outler for his energies in recopuised spore.
It 15 something of a paradox chac Souch Africa, which has such
2 reputation as & sporting counrry, should so limie irg own pos-
sibilities by refusing to encourage the African in a field where
he, 100, can excel, It is eragic that, by its needlessness and lack
of imagination, it is in facr adding just one more cause for feae
to the many that exist already. .
 Bu in the final analysis, noae of the things ¥ have tied o

express is the cause of che " sousi.” The ™ worsd ™ 15, tirse and
foremost, a person, 2 boy who began life on die same tems and
with the same background as the majoeicy of Abrivan hays.
Sometimes his home was bad: he wax neglecred o treared
cruelly : sometimes his bome wis good : he wax e?‘milt‘; lefrio
go his own way: went “into a far country, sad wasted us
-substance,” like che Prodigal in the patuble. Buor, it chac were
all, be would be no more of a problem chug che juvenile
delinquent in every city, in avery country in the world, In
South Africa, in che wbsn area, tn kocation aml wwnship, at
the corners of every streec and hucking in every dark alley, he i
the youth of thar place, Og, if chat is sa exagyeration, he is fu
too  noticeable a feature of African urban lite. He is not the
exception, bur the rule. And the only remedy the Government
can think of is to pick him up: charge him uoder oue or other
section of the Native [rban Areas Acr: and depore him w0
work 83 & facm labourer, Labour {s cheap thae way, It is pop-
ular, too, wich the electorate. - Work-volunies wre sl being
-stareed,: for the same purpose. The asswmption is thar the



THE T80OTSI 75

"sotsi 7 ig o " won't work,” o loafer, who has oo place in the
¢ities. It ix a convenient gssumption, bue is it cue? 1 have said
that 1 pepard the " wotsi ™ os  symbol-—as the symbol of a
sotren soxtal order, corrupted eheough and through Ey the false
ideology of racialism, of apartheid, of white supremacy. Ie-is
because for the African boy there is no future, oo fulfilment -
beyond that of waskilled labowr, or the “teasboy * job in an
oflice, or in the endless subservience of the shop or che facrory :
it is because of this thae the African boy becomes a * tsotsi.”
David, aged twency-three, had been o qualified teacher nneil
the passing of the Bantu Educacion Act, when he felt in con-
science thae he muse Jeave the profession. 1 managed to get him
# job in the packing deparement of o great store. After about
three weeks 1 ealled him o see me and asked how he was
geering on, He did oot fnd iv casy w talk., He felt, o doubt,
that as I had got him the job he would be o disappointment o
me if he confessed o hadag ie. Bue in the end he said, quite
simply am! wichour any biterness, “ It's all right, Father,
except for char Eucopean lady. Sometimes, when 1 have o shift
boxes or bales and pue them on the counter, I have to move an
account sheet o a weigh-bill from one place to another, Then
she shouts ar me, " Don't wuch that paper! Paper work Is
white wark: it's not for nagives,' " " There is to place,” says
Dr. Verwoerd, * for the pative in European society above the’
level of certain formy of laboue” We oeed him for our in-
duseey, We need him for our nadonal economy. We need him
for our very existence a8 2 countey. But we do not need him for
himself. We do not need him as a person who has life in frone
of him--life, strewching Jown the years and needing coloar and
wiemeh argl lighe: the colowr and warmeh and lighe of fulfl
ment and puepose. Sooner than geant lim chis, we are prepared
to watch him ror away, mogally, spiricually, physically even, in
nr rich and splendid cities, The ™ soei " 18 the supreme symbol
of # society which does not cnve. His knife and bis revolver are
signibicane nor ondy for toaday bt for enorow, But o mehe
is also n boy: he s David and John aod Tseel and Jonds and
Peter. And lor him, and the use thae he makes of life, T shall
one day have @ soswer before the judgmene seat of God, 1
CHNONE COAsE T LATR ' ' ' :
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SHANTY TOWN

Yet nightfy piteh my moving ltens,
A duy’s prarch naarer by,
Jamee Montgaseary

NEWCLARE 18 a straggling suburh separated from Sopbiarown
by the main road which rung through the city o the westera
areas and beyond them to the Reef tuwns of Roodepoors and
Krugersdorp, And, although it is so much a pare of Sophe-
town, it has a cheracter of its awn: a differenc anmosphere
haogs like the smoke from its thousnad braziers over the squalid
houses and over the “ smarc ™ homes which seand side by side
in its unplanned and uncharted streets. You an go down aay
screet in Newclare and suddenly, withoue warning and withaut
reason, find that it has peteced oue into a field, gomy und grey,
bue still—a field. Or you can walk down 2 parrow alley
hetween houses and discover an open yord, with @ cow of rooms
facing it; dooes apen or kil shuttered wich old packingcases
to keep the childeen in, a single lacrine, # single tap, nad twenty
families muking their own community in thar restrivied and
narrow plot. Moreover, they will be laughing as chicy fung o
the washing. The sickly-sweet smell of © kathie-beer ™ will
certainly pervade the yurd, 2od in o comer of i the brown, dey
" sawduse " which is the aftermath of browing, Or yoit wall
fnd, in Newclare, a gleaming shop-tronr with chromium
- witdow-bars and fuorescent lighting: with bales of stk and
satin shining on the shelves, and the Indian owner bebind che
-counter expressive of the very sssence of salesmanship,  We
wanted = sice for our little Church of 8t Francis some years
ago, and the only plot we could ger was at the end of a oy
© causewsy on a rub}gish dump. The church hud o be buebr oa
conerere " stiles,” and in consequence it foor seoms 1 swiag
and. sway &y t’hc:congwgmim}; ﬁumvm during Mass. On one
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cotner of the township stands the great block of Cotonarion -
Flospital: o mussive brick building which dominates the scene,
Below 1t is che main railway ling, running chrouph o curting,
and making a barrier berween Mewclare Noreh and Newclare
South, The way from one pare to the other lies over a single
bridge. There is another characteristic of the place that pou
cannot miss if you are at all familiar with South Africa. It is
that & greae number of che inhabitants, borh male and female,
wear, over their ordinary clothes, gay blankers. They stand in
the doorways, the red or green or blue blankets chrown Toosely
over the shoulder and pinned on one side. They are Basotho,
In the counery from which they come, every store stowks this
special and peculiar dress: every pesson, man, woman and
child, wears 1 I is seriking when you see it for the st time
and there is & gaicty aboue ehe colours and the pacerns which
coutd never have been thought of when the fuse skins of
animals were repliced by the produces of Witney amd ebies
where, Newchire has a large Rasotho colony, and much of ic
has been urbanised over the years and 15 & permanent pare of
the total popualacion. The blinkets even scem a litle more
sombre, a-livtle more utilitariun than the gaudy things you see
against the mennaing of Baswolnd isell, '

In February, 1930, Newclire was aoubled. There was an
uneasy and indefimuble cension in the place: something wis
stiering beneach thae strange suefuce of stum dud apen space,
in those crowded back-yards, e broke, une weck-eml, in rions,
Inding shops were see un fire amd Jooted, Thees were fierce
ciashes with the police who had bren sene in m deal with the
sicbacion, Men were killed, some by bullews, some by stones,
The House of Assembly began o ke potice. The Maniser
of Justice ordered strong polive action Theee were u,g:%r-
cumours  that an actempe, deliberarely plwned by a4 small
section of Europeans, had been made to st up racinl seeife
berween Endian and African: w repeat e borrars of the
Durban riots: w make it obviows that Newclare and the
Western Areas in general wete a threat o the prace of the
city, Afrer & month or vwo of such open violeoce, things
celmed down again, Polive patrols were such more evislent,
and Sten guns had beeome a Bamiliae sight ac the bridge
berween Noreh il Swathe “Then soildenly again in March,

1932, the whole ares Hared up, Thiere was 4 pitched battle one
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evening that month; the combaeants were all Africans: eleven
were killed and ninety-five injured. It was hard o see whar:
~was happening, or why anything was happening at all Grad-
~ually the true picture emerged and wes clarified. A Basotho-
gang, calling themselves “ The Russians” (bur haviog nothing
whatever t0 do with the Communist Parcy anywhere) ba
entrenched ieself in Newclage South, across the railway line. It
operated in strength every weck-end, and its menacing exise-
- ence made life impossible as soon as datkness fell, Jes purpose
was simple and its mechods effective. It offered i * pro-
tection " to the people of Newcliee below the bridge-for a fee.
If you refused to be " protectad " you were theeatened: if you
refused to yield to chrears, you were atmcked 1 attacked coming
home in the twilight from work; crossing an open space Of
even, sorsetimes, when you went into your own yard,  And,
somehow or other, the police were never there when the
" Russians " were active: or they came when che immediate
teouble was over. Newclare Soudh seemed defenceless against
this frightening and fantaseic blanketed army of dhugs,
- Authority ignored every plea from the people, threatened and
“ fearful in their homes. “Their only hope was selbprotection, A
civil guard was formed in Newclare Nocth, Men, armed with
heavy sticks and moving only in groups of a dozen or 3o,
patrolled the streets after sundown, During the week, at teasta
measure of security was achieved. Butat the weel.omd i was
much more di!ﬁtzni’m Then the " Russians ™ were oue in furce,
made. deliberate raids wherever they could and seemed  be
- able to get awny without trouble. The Civil Guard redoubled
its efforts. People in Sophiatown and its neighbouring town.
ships were thankful w find chat ar nighe they, oo, could move
about the streets more freely, Once again an appeal was made
to the anthorities to allow recognition of the Guard. It was in
face essential, if the Guard way 1o continue, that it shonld have
some official status such as it bad enjoyed in the war years,
There were already signs that it might otherwise be used iwlf
as @ cover for criminal activity, In the meanwhile the werk-end
clashes in Newcluwe continned and hecame more blondy,
-Domestic servants did pot wen up for work in the Furopean
suburbs because they refused to risk the danger of acack by the
gangsters, Their employers became fmerested in the whole
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sttuetion for the first time, The Municipalicy made special
regulations for its white stcial workers, Buc still, for some
serange reason whicls hay geratned unexplained o this day, the
police did not disarm the * Russiuns.” Sisters and purses at the
Coronation Hospital could wawh che fighting from their
windows, which looked across wwards the bridge, They
reported chat when the clashes securred and che police inter~
veaned, it was nor the ganpsters who were disaemed but their
oppovents, How teue that was 1 would not know., What I do
know is thue io March the Civil Guard was declared fllegal and
wound up. Two months after tha conditions in South New-
clare had become so impossible that people began o move out
of their homes and w0 crece shacks and sheleers in the open,
over the bridge where at least cthey were among friends, - They
chose a vacint plot on & corner named Ploe Y9 or “ Reno
Square,” npgmsiw one of the few African cinemas, It was a
tot which for some purpose or other, [ong since forgoteen, bad
een meant for shops und houses, but had semained empey
whilst the crowded streees surrounding ic had filled ap through
the years It was cthe size of & foothall feld. Within 2 week,
twoe hundeed famifies——abour fifteen hundred people-—were
living there and overilowing on to another picee of land, known
as the Chardes Phillips Square. This was a far lerger open
space, as neae as anything in an African area could be to a play-
gronnd for the children—-oaly it had no swings or seesaws, juse
a public lavatory i oone coraer and an iron fence all round ix.
On July 2nd the Ciey Councl and the police conferred, and
decided thae they muse forcibly evicr the squateess. T had
already spoken 0 the muyor on the telephone, and as a resule
of this T way asked o see whar I could do w persuade the
squactees Fo g0 back 1o thelr homes and face the ” Rossians,”
The alterunacive to this was thae they sbould be deporced o a
place called Hammanskraal, fifty miles away beyond Pretoria.
and in open country, 1 wenr as swifdy as 1 could o the camp,
aking wicth me W, 3. Ngakane, the g’e]dv-c:.ﬂ'iwr' tor the South
African Insticute of Race Rolations. 3t was & very tough pro-
pusition : to perstade people who had been terrorised out of
their homes thut they must either walk back into che terror, or
be exiled. As we drove out 1o Newclare, Npakane was almost
in tears, "o is impossible, Fucher: impossiblel What bave
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these poor people done? It isn't their fanks 10's these Russinns,
We know that the Basutoland Government has files il of
evidence ngainst their leaders, They are criminals, pangiers. . .
they should be deported.” I decided tha, instead of going w
‘Newclare, I would go 1o Pretoria, {nterview the Panecomees’
authorities and see what chey knew. It seemed simply hopeless:
to try and do aoyching else. [ was combident chat the spuatters
would nor move, even under theeat of eviction and deportation
-even though it was the begioning of @ high-velde winter an
their only protection wis o hessian sack, strenched avoss two
sticks, or some Aattened bisguicting nailed opether, o, if they
were lucky, the shelter of one brick wall. Thar inexpressible,
dogged readiness 1o endure anything had already gripped the
camp. They hud a teader, Dhlamini, They would see it dhrough, -
When [ gor o Pretoria, asccompanded by # friend of minc i the
" High Commissioner’s Ofiice, I was granted an interview wich
the Chief Secretary. " This atceronon,’ bie wld me, ™ the Union
Native Affaits Department asked os—~the Basntaland Governs
ment—to deport the leaders of the gang We wid them
‘ Nothing doiag, If chey wane to deal with cristinads on dwiz
own tergitory i is for them w make the et move, noc us”
For several weeks, apparently, the Souwth African Ooverment
had been wying w persuade che High Compussioner o take
Caction: g clear indication thae they Knew very woll where the
criminals were, and who they were, Quite pghely, Basutoland
‘had refused to get involved in what was, sttee all, o domestic
affair and the concern of the Unwn, Relaciomhigys were sullies
lently strained beeween the two Covenumens up sy cise, angd
it would bave been guite possible for the Uimion o acuse
Basutolangd of " interference.” She had done it betore, over.
‘other jssues, at UN.O. and elsewhere, ,
In the meanwhile, the squacrer camip grew. The Clity Coungil
decided to apply for an eviction order under che Preventng of
Jlegal Squatting Act. This would bave had rhe efece of
leaving gangsters in possession and depriving the spaners of
any hope of reeurn to their homes. {6 was & fatastally une
just decision, and I decided e hghe it hght it even though
it meant that the syuacter camp, with all the mevitable haed-
ships it moust entail, would resmam and would griow, Ir was
4 fﬁiﬁmlt‘ decision o make, and we hal wery Jidde doe
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organise, The appltcacion to the magistrate was due to be
heaed on the following morning, and when | arcived at che
“camp at eight-thicty in the morning [ found Didamini standing,
woiry sfcer o nighr of watching, ouside one of ¢he hesvian
shelters. " Have you got o lawyer?” " 1 have got o lawyer—>Ms,
Towenberg” “ Have you told him shout the meeting this
morning?”  Dhlamini looked at me in perplexity; It was
impossible to explain che intricacies of legal proceedings to
him when he had so heavy a burden o carry, He musc have
fele like Moses on the first day of che Bxodus. Llis peaple
woere behind him, but chey were weary aad they bad litde to
look forward o suve discomfors and more weariness, I rwg
up Lowenberg; explained the sicuadion as fully as [ could, thea
mnade a dash for che Magistrares’ Court where the hearing was
already in progress. | was lifteen minures lace, and Lowenberg
was nowhere to be seen. It lovked as though the eviction
would go by defaulr. There was no doube that boch the police
and the City Council conld pue up a seeong case. [ was told I
had no lepal steading, and conld say noding, The minutes
ticked by, Still no Lowenberg. | was getting Jdesperate, when
at last the door opened wid he came ine-with @ brief-case, bu,
as [ well knew, with no brief. He mooaged to persuade the
rnagistrate chae un adjowpament was necessary, a3 he had not
been able to collect all the evidence he nem{vd. He. did the
same thing again when che hearioy reassembled in che after-
noon. We had a whele, lonyg werk-cad in which 1o prepare our
case. It was juse suflicient. 4On the following Tugsday the
ynagistrate granted what was in fe @ be u six monthy' re-
Pricve; a six months” period in which the ol authority
aust ity perswide the Governmene o amke action sgainst
the " Russing ™ leaders, ansd restore law and urder in Newclarg
s the sguaccerss 1o theic homes, In the meanwhile the African .
Iacional Congress began w eollect evidence from tie peoply
who had been deiven out of Newdare South. Cases were pres
pured. The police wete given chapter sid verse for ingident
after incident, 1 myself Chiecked up on the Fucts by viviting the
* Rasiian © Zone, and secing the houses and the oms left
empty by the squatees: some. of thern sill empry, most
occipied by the gangsrers. The guthuoritien ok oo adton,
INewelore, in effect, became orgaaised inm twa wemed camps,
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with & bridge in between which was the scene of figheing over
the week-ends. The Civil Guard operated round the squares
wheére the squatters were; Dhlamind set up a " headquarters ™}
over two thousand people began n new and bitcer life, as the
- winds whistled throngh their parheric cardbonrd walls, and the
shacks jostled one anothar for a yard or two of space, In the
meanwhile the authorities argued. The " Russians” stayed,
The children began to ger sick, - o
- Quite close to Reno Square, our Mission had built & small
nursery school, and we decided thae we should nse it ar nighe
for the squatters' children to try and save them from the worst
of the winter cold. I appealed for blankets, aad for the money
10 buy warm clothes, The Press supgo}:tcd my appeals, and
night afeer night in the Szar we were able to focus attention on
the camp. During the whole six months I collected litele more
than £300. It was whilse che squatrer camp in Newclare
existed in its misery thar che tornado hit Albergynville. As I
have wiitten elsewhere, within three days thovsands of pounds
of clothing and food were contribured. | have always fele rha
this was an interesting comment on the conscience of White
ﬂohannesburg. Stirred to immediate and most geaerous action
y a tornada, it could remain ueterly impervious ro what wis
-happening day afrer day w huadreds of its own African citizens
in its midst, Tr was not thae Johanaesburg did not krow of the
Newclare tragedy: it was char by some strange deadening of
sensitiveness, some bluering and hlinding of insighe, Johanues.
burg did not care. Or was it really, ax i s with @ch oue of us,
‘thac it is somecimes easier to be deaf o the vaice of consicace
eltogerher than to allow even the whisper of ies breath 1o reach
one’s ears? However it wag, the camp remained and spread
Reno Square was as densely populaced us aoy ares in the
wotld: two thousand prople lived on a football field From
the shacks men weat off o their work ench day. ‘The women
could not leave cheir hon' - for fear of losing their pussessions
there was no security knu no privacy of uny sore. One would
stoop down under the low flap of tarpuulin which scrved a3 &
door, When one's eyes gor used o the sudden gloon, o double
bed, an open brazier, « pile of blankets, o gramoplbone, an old
and battered trunk would come into graduad foens. And,
cooking over the fire, or srerched on the bed, there would be
the mother of the family and two or theee childeen with her.
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Even in the nightmare coralitions which the days and nighes of
‘winter made So desperice, there was a real, chough pachetic
actempe at order and cleankiness, Bue the dangee of an epidemic
was real, and indeed it was w constant fight to keep the babies
from gastro-enteritis and the like. The legal bactles deagged on,
I s(i:en: a good deal of time trying 1o organise what comfort
and shelrer [ could ac the Nussery School, Some European
women volunteered o help in preparing meals for che childeen.
Que African caretaker :mcll) his wife gave all their time to the
task, I used co spend my evenings baching the small ones ard
wiupping them up in their warm blankets, Tt was 2 wonderfol
experience-~the pracdual unfolding of confidence and truse
which it pmducecf t the sense of being expected each evening
at bed-time : the grubby hands thruse into mine, and the noisy
charrer and laugheer. I shall never forger che nights at New-
clare: thay have lefc a mark upon me which I treasure and shall
treasure plways. Perbaps [ can bese express what I mean by
describing one small incident: one umongst maay, and chat
not particwlarly exciting or womberful, excepe in South Africa,
I had heen putting the younger boys t0 bud-~about tifey of
them, on the floor, mlie-r up in blankets. By way of cuscom,
we aiwa%'s knele and said o prayer wgether-—the * Rara oa
rona " (Our Facher) and Hail Mary at least, Then [ visited each
one hefore putting out the lighe, As I was passing Jacob's
blanket he suddenly Hung iv off himand knelr up, o litde paked
figure with sparkliog eyes, and pulled my hand down to his
lips and kissed it, Then, withour a word, curled up in his
blankee and fell asleep. lo sounds so ame, telling ic now. And
0 those who read this buok and who hive vot known South
Africa, perhaps it sounds poineless or merely sentimeneal. Tdo
not know. All I know is chag, in o lind where every plan, every

olicy, every movement is direated wowards separation between
ﬁlac!c and white, a moment like that is rare and a5 unred as
fugry. Indeed, looking back over the past twelve yoars, I thiok
the truth which has come home to me mare losably than any
other {s that of the appalling loss which White South Africa
suffers without knowing ie, without believing that itis o loss at
all, " "Fis ye, ‘s your estranged faces that miss the many-
splendour thing . . ." * The many splendowr'd thing ™ of a
human relationship which is disregarded, disapproved of and
discarded every day, Comiog back home from the cloy o
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Sophiatown of an evening, and being sure of & greeting, not
from one but from half & dozen people; children smiling and
running to the car with " "Morning, Fasher,” at afl hours of the
* day or pight; & wacmeh and a friendliness abous you hecause you
helonged-~these are the intangible things ehar are koown only
to us who have lived in places like Sophiweown. Or, agais,
in Johannesburg itself, being cértain on wny day, samewhere
or ocher, to meet friends: an errand'bay whe this morning
served your Mass: a messenger in one uf the offices wha is on
the Church Council: o just one of your own flock, shoue his
business. Strange indeed thar such ¢hance encomnters showld
warm the heart! [ cannot imagioe diac in 2 Losdon sreer one
would have that feeling, It is because, in Joluanesburyg, the
white and che black worlds which josde one snodher on che
same pavement are yet farcher apart than the staes themselves.
And present policies only make explicit, only harden chiy evil
division berween man and man: make it more impossible
for friendship to grow or even  be seen ag desicalde 1n any
form at all. The loss is so greac as « be inexpressible,
For the Christian it ought to be s priat us o he intolerable,
But it is not, The Christian drawing-rooms ar Parkorwn or
Houghton would, for the most parr, shidder ac the idea of
friendship and affection existing butween persoms of different
colouss. Miscegenation, chuc fearful speetre which huvery over
all South African society, is certainly regarded as & sin moe
moreal than any in che handbook of mol dieslogy. ™ Am oy
brother's keeper?” is o question which must hor cver tuke
second place ro ' Would you like your siscer co marey @ black
man?” The great commandmene, * Thou shadt ove thy neigh-
bour as thyself,” cannot be applied oo lirerally: it nughe ea-
danger the close and n:ahineg secueicy of Burapgan Christiag
homes. To keep up the barriers: thar is che fimt eswndal of
good government in South Africa, and ie is bevause the
- Nationalists are sty much mwre efficiencund facsightesd i doing
so than their opponencs thae they increase thieir majoriey at each
election. We do not care thar we lose something splendid and
enciching by apurtheid: we o not eves kaow of 1 existence
~f0r we think we can do our duey o the black 1t witho
loving him: we are sure we know him bever thun anyone el
withour knowing him as a ps«;-rsw:m,ﬁ-r: atly we prefer to lve inoure
own world and o eall it Cheistian, if the n’lw;nmiw i% e live
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i a world which 15 shared, cultusally, spiritually and socially
with out African brethren, The kiss of Jacob seill Gngers, not
only in.my memory but in my heare and will, Tr is a symbol of
something so precious thac I believe [ would spend my whole
life and all my strengeh steiving o make ic real to White South
Africa. T am sure [ should not sueceed. You canoor, sven inn
lifctime, opea the eyes of the blind o unstop the ears-of the:
deaf. Thae is the prerogative of Gud himself, -

So the squaccers in Newclare secled down and waited,
Somehow, somewhere their case winld be argued und justice
would be done, and they could go home, The winter gave place
o the shorr, beight Afrloan spring, which is & bag ly notice-
able transition  summer: nor noticeable ar all (n New-
clare, where there are so few  growing things except
the grass,  Bur, with the summer, although there was
relisf from che bitter nights and the dost-laden winds, came the
rain, The mio and the Hies, The camp bepan o stink., The
limsy shacks were sodden, so were the beds and blankets
beneath that leaking tacpaulin or thar badly jointed iron, 1
begued for roufing marerial, and got o bundred pownds” worth
from a friend whose brother owned o buildiog yard, It was
just rolls of thick damp-tourse marerial: but ar least iv kept
the worst of the rain off. Seon Keno Syuare was so crowded
that po more families could possibly edpe in, and the camp
overflowed on w the Chirles Phillips Square. Towas g bic more
orderly thece; there was more room, and the shacks teaded
to be built of wonden packing-cases e than hessian or
tin. There was, in facr, & dangerons wir of permanence
about the place which made the suthorities Iasten theit
deliberations and which finally induced the Ciey Council 1o
press again for an eviction order, The Medical Otficer of
Heabth had every reason to fear for the health of the people,
The old slogan ™ Disease knows qo colour bar ™ began w work,
in spite of our efforts (including deputations o the Minister
from the Council) to compel action against the gangsrers, the
Governmens, the police and the Buropesa public of the city
refused to hestir themselves, It bacame cleas, before the end of
the yeuar, that the squatters swould have o face o sdefinite and
fval demandd for eviction. From che poine of view of their own
health and well-heing almost wryrhiog wouold be beerer than
that soddden, muddy patch of ground with its maxs of pieiful
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shelters, “ Bundles of derelict humanity ., " they wers called
by one of the newspapers: it was an apt desceipeiog, Never-
theless, their compulsory eviction would be a edumph for fow-
lessness, and at the same time & fearful indicemenr of the
~ authorities who, knowing full -well where the crime Ly, did
“nothing to bring it home o the griminals. T was convinced ar
- the time, and § am still convineed wo-duy, thae tis mecnia was
deliberate and caleulared.  The Weseern Arean Rewoval
-Schame, involving the expropeiation of all non-Europeans from
Sophiatown, Martindale :tm.{ Newclare, wis ¢ryseallising fnee
. its final shape. Unrest and consion, therefore, were spost
valuable and potent propaginda weapons for she Government,
It would be a grave mistake to ensure peace sosl justive for the
Newclate squacters if it meant, in any kind of way, che condons
ation of their existence as legitimare citizens in that area. Na
berter explanation of the official acritide bas yer bern pug
forward, anyhow, and 1 am quire ready 1o believe thar there is
none. The mose thar we conld do was o ensiee the the
eviction should take place not t some fae-off Canurry area tike
Hammanskean, bue o an existing ucban lucarion, Momba, Oa
the eve of the eviction 1 wroce an article fir the Jobannednieg
Sear, and said;

" The squatrers’ camp and the ' Rassehng * aee juse pacheric
symptoms—devil's saceamenes—of despate. They »y une
mistakably, "Here i3 an ared where o permanence, no

. security can be expected. Lee ay demonstrase our revapniriian
of the face that we are just Hosam and jersans ey hege
we have no abiding place. So, at dawn, the loeies arrive.

eople, human beings, are crowded into them with whise
ew possessions they have resaned. The teek 10 Manika
~begins, to bare veldr beneath a winter sky, t the building
again of something which can be catied & bome  Paubiy
" displaced persons ' leave w their encmics the places they
have known nod the Himsy sheleers they have set up Where
will it end? Who cares? Yer chese wre men and wamen,
made in che image and lkenew of Gl Can we, Burapean
representarives of a Chriseign civitbucion, sleep sasly i o
beds? Te is CGod whom we insule by our a;w!ly and 10 1w
Him uleimarely thar we muost make apswer " :
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My questlon——rhatorical perbaps, but inrended ac least w
compel some actendon, went unheaded aml ununswered. The
Buropenns I had addressed in my arricle did aot find i hand 0
sleep. I did not renlly expece thar they would, 1 way there on
the morning the lorries arrivad, and watched the shacks being
dismantled and cheir inhabitants salvaging what they conld take.
with them. I was there at Moroka, and saw the empry plots,
twenty feet by rwenty feer square, on which the squatsers were
dumped. I was there a few 3&}!3 lazer 1o wateh the new shacks
rising from the new mud; w tey and help with « bit more
roofing material or & few blankers. Dhlamini was disconsolare
and helpless in this new and vast * vemporary camp,” where
sixty thousand others, from the previous sguatter-roovements at
Crlando, bad for four or five years already been living, and whe
now resented the intrusion of newcomers, There was o0 way,
either, of holding chem rogether, for their sites were x:nmfulfvy
spaced in between existing shacks and houses. Iv wus a Jdefear,
and Diblamini knew it, From time o time he came to set me to
tell me of some problem or other. He had lost his job: the
* Russinns ™ had friends ae Moroka who made life ditficule foe
him and his friends: che children had wll lost their places in
school, for they could noc avel every duy hack s Mewclars,
and the Moroka schools were full twice over, * Can Father
come nnd meer the people? The people are suffering wo much,
too much, Facher, Can che Father ses the Superintendent?
The Superintendent threncens vy that we must pov stay s
gether, we must g6 nut in one month, Father, where can we
go? Where can we go?"” ' ‘

I have told the story of the Newclare squater movement not
only hecause I know every smallese derail of i, hue because |
think ic itluseraces better than mose events the kind of thing X
have tried to fight againsr over the years. It shows, in rhe help-
lessness anud suffering of & whole section of the urban. African
communicy, not only the consequences of Eutopean spatby and
unconcern, buc the logical and inevitable result of an apartheid
Eolicy. For, if you really believe in sparthebd as D, Verwaooed

elieves in fc: if you really believe in white supremacy #s My,
Suijdom believes in jto~then you are noe coscerned with
petsons as persons, aod you cease o be concerned with justive
a4 justice  These things become secondary. Peesons becaine
pawas in & political manceuavee, and justice Becomes  hudu g
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patody of all char civilised countries underscund by the term.
Yee, whenever 1 pass Reno Squure to-day, [ feel a lifring of my
beare, Is it because I saw chere s much human courage wnd
~ golety In the midse of so much degenducion?® Or is i, perhaps,
~becanse a lirle African bay leapt from his blankers and kissed:

my hand? ‘
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SOFPHIATOWN

Sopmarown! How hard it is o capture and © convey the
-magic of that pune! Unee iv is a macter of putting pen o
papee all the Life and clour seems © leave ie: and tailing o
explain its mystecious fascinadon is somchow o heerayal of
one’s love for the place, It i particolarly imporeing 0 'me to
uy and paint the picture thie D kacow and thae is yer so elusive,
for in a few years Sophintawn will cease w exist, It will be,
firsc of all, a rubble heap, destructivn speeading like some con-
tagion through the streets (e has beyua aleeady), laying low the
houses, good and bad alike, thut T have known; emptying them
of the life, the laugheer aod the tears of the children-—till the
lace is a grey ruin lying in the sun. Then, I suppose, the
aceories will begin to go up, goone impersonal blocks of
cement, charagterless and chill, however brighe tlie day, And,
in n few years, men will have forgoreen dhitt this was a living
commutity and & very unuswal one. It will have slipped away
“into history, and thar o fragmentary hiscory of a faction of
time. Perhaps it will wwaken faine echoss in the memory of
some who recall thay it way o Sophlaown thae Kumalo came
- seeking Absalom, his son. But they will never remember what
1 remember of it; and I cannor pur my memories on paper, or,
if I do, they will oly be like the butterfliex pinned, dead and
Justreless, on thecollector’s oard, Nevertheless, 1 must try.
Sophiatown! The name has sboug it » certain historical and
almost theologicll soumd  Tr recalls Sancea Sophiz, Holy
Wisdom, nnd the deeaming city where her wople is buile, 1
have never heard of another Saphistown in the world, though 1
suppose there mue be vne: it is such o puphonious name, for
one thing. And, of course, it has o history und & meining
as romantic in ey way av anything conpected with the Enstorn
Mediterranedn. As romuucic, but abo aboue wx different us Iv
could well be, ' "
‘ : B9
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Some fifty years ngo, when Johanaesburg was still & mining
*dorp,” a planned and growing town, yet smali and :estric‘wﬁ
in areq, & certain Mr. Tobiansky drenmed of 4 Buropean suburh
in the West, on the racky outcrop which is shadowed by the
spur known as Nostheliff. Tt is quite o long way from the centre
-of town, abouc four and a half mites in face, bue not an impos
sible distance, It was & most aceractive sice in every way, far it
 had " features ": it was noc like the flag and uninteresting
central area of the city, It could bold s own in natural beauty
~with Parkrown and Houghton, soon o hecome the most
fashionable subirhs, nnd like them, it had iron-red rock for a
foundation and for a problem in dvil engineering.  Mr.
Tobiansky boughe a large plot of ground, and named it in
gratitude and admiracion afrer his wife, Sophis, As he penged
out the strects he named many of them after his childeere Edith
and Gerty and Berthu aod Tuby and-Sol. So, from ¢he very
beginning, Sophintown lud a homely and * family ™ feel ubout
it, There was nothing " up-stage " or snobbish abont those
. names, just as there was nothing precentious aboue che kind of
houses which began to spring np. In face, there was soching
very planned aboue ic either. Still, the velde and the ek were
‘more noticeable than the houses: the steeets ran up und down -
the kopje and stapped shore when the kapje became too seeep,
There was, on one side, & whde sweep of what vou might call
‘meadow-tand: an empry ploc of ground which provided cloy
for the bricks and a good playiog eld for the children. There
scemed to be no reason on earth why Sophiatown shodd not be
as popular a suburh as Parkeown iself: perhaps sven more
popular because 1t was muore open, higher up on the six-
thousand-foot  plateau which is  Jolwnnesburg, Bur Mr.
Tobiansky had reckoved wichoue the Town Counell: or
-perhaps already thar mischievous aml wnpredicable voice had
_whispered something abour the future. Whatever it was, the
. Council decided that a growing wwn must have sewage dis-
posal facilities : and ie decided fuecher thae those facilities must
be in the Western area of the young Johannesburg, The patml
and immediate consequence of chis decision wa the end of Mr.
- Tobiunsky's dresm. Sophistown ecased 1o be areraceive in any
- way to those Buropeans who wished to buy tand and to build
Jhomes in che suburbs, My, Tobiansky could not sell @ White
Johannesbueg and, far @ while, he could noe sell w anyune else.
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Then, once agaln, the Town Council intervened, The First
World War brought a wave of industrialisation, and wich it the
need for Afrivan Inbour. The only existing lacacion, Piraviile,
had bean planaed and planted some wa miles from the cenrre
of the town, There was vermtinly nesd for another location
which would house the African workers and which mighe be &
lit'de more conveniently sited for theic work, The Western
Area was once mote chosen, Sewage dinposal and o native
location seconed o go ogether, The Western Nutive Town-
ship, wich' accommodation for some three thousund families,
was built. A il iron fence was crected all round is, The
Africans moved in. So,some forcy years ago, began the African
occupation of che Westorn suburbs, As soon as e location
was established, Tubiansky found bimself inan area where the
non-Furopean was in the majority. There was nothing ©
prevent him seiling his land w Africans, coloureds and Asia-
ties, Under one of President Kreopger's Jaws he was perfecdy
safeuarded for doing so, ind, #s 9 pood business man, he did
the ohvious thing, The obvious thiog bae nor che mose usual
in Souch Africa, Vor when Tobiansky sold freehold properties
w African purchasers, he was in face esablishing g unigue
slevation. e was making possible an Afeican-—or at least a
ponewhite-~suburb in Johaonesburg, He koew, ne doubt,
what he was doing, He could handly have kaown the far-
reaching consequences of his action, For as Johaaneshurg ex
panded, so dicd s newd for Afrwan Tdwae, Apast from the
squalid shims of Vreededorp and die discant coreugated-iron
location of Pimvilie, there wis nowhiere for the peaple o' live
except the Western Nacive Township and the suburby of
Sophiatown, Martindale and Newclire which surrounded it
Houses sprang 115\ in Edieh Sereet wnd elvewhere: honses of all
types, all sizes, bl colours. They crepr up wwards dhe rocks on
top of the hill: dwy spread vut owands thie brick-fields. By -
1920 or thereubomes it hind became guice abyious thar here was -
a arest which belonged Eﬂ?‘ right of posenion © the non-
Europran half of fnharmm s, e was not s evidene at thac
time that white suburbis was absw spreading m;-tidltf westwards,
and that i was becomiog mim*mit'{ the pesisdential area of the
Eutapean artisan. Sopliatown had come 1o nuearity: bad 2
character and an apnosphery of s own, and i the mm:mfdinﬁ
thirtpeodd years that character and thae atmusphiere deepene
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and became only the more permanent. Wheo I srrived to take
over a3 priest-in-chuge of the Anglican Mixsion in September,
1943, the place had for many yeats assumesd the appesrance i
has to-day. It is that which I wish so greatly to put into words.
Yet I know ! cannot succeed. |
They say that Sophiacown is a slam.  Sericsly In terms of the
Slums Act they are absolutely cotrect: for the density of the
population is about twice what it should be, 70,000 instead of
30,000. But the word “slum” to describe Sophiatown s
grossly misleading, and especially to people who know the
slums of Burape or the United States, Tr conjores up immed-
intely & picture of tenement buildings, old and damp, with
crumbling stone and dark cellars, The Dickensian desczipeions
come to mind, and the gloom and dreariness which he could
convey so vividly are there in the imagination 23 soon s the
word “slum ” is read or recognised, In thar sense Sophiarewn
is not, and never bas been a slum, There are a0 encments:
there is nothiog really old: there are ao durk cellars. Some-
times looking up ac Sophiatown from the Western Native
‘Township, across the main road, I have felt T was looking ac an
Tealian village somewhere in Umbria, For you do " ok up ™
at Sophiatown, and in the evening light, across the blue-grey
haze of smoke from braziers and chimneys, againse a salfron
sky, you see close-packed, red roofed litde houses, You see, on
the farthest skyline, the tall and shapely blue-gum trees (which
might be cypresses if iv were really Tmalp), You see, moving
up and down the hilly streets, people in groups: people with
colourful clothes; people wha, when you gcome up o them,
are children playing, dancing and £Ei\i‘1d¥ ng round rhe braviers.
And above it all you see the Church of Cheist the King, its
tower visible north, south, ease and west, siding like & preac
ship at mrchor upon the grey and goklen waves of the wwn
beneath, In the evening, towards the early South African
sunset, there s very litde of the shum abour Sophiatown, Itisa
human dwelling-place, It is vy if old Sophia Tobiansky herself
were gathering her great family abouc herd warching over
them before they slept. Lssentially Sophistown ix a gay place
and, for all the occasional moments of violence and excitement,
a kindly one too, Bue like svery other pluce with & characeer, -
you have to live in it, to get the feel of ity life, before you cag
really know it. And in the whaole of Stuth Africa there me -
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only ¢ handful of white citizens who have had thee privilege,
The decision to move the Western Areas; to descroy all che
propesties built there, nnel to transplane the whole population
to Meadowlands, four mailes farther away from the city, was
taken by people who had no first-hand koowledge of the place
at all. How could they be expected to know ity when in their
eyes it represents the very amtithesis of a sound * native
policy "2 Freehold rights and permanence: the building up of
a living community; these things wre contrary 0 the whole
doctrine of apattheid. They assume thae the Afeican has a -
right e live 1n the ity ws well as o wark in it Such an
assumption is heresy o Dr. Verwoerd, In cannot be allowed.
But whar is it that makes Sophintown sp precious? Why
should we care so much to preserve what, on any showing, is
two-thisds v slum area? T have asked myself thar question a
thousand times as } have walked its sireets, visiced its people
in their homes, wken the Blessed Sacrament o the sick and
dying, I have usked it when the dust was Bying and the wind
tossing the refuse about in chose sordid and over-crowded back-
yards, and I have nsked ic when, looking for someone at nighs,
I have stambled in the dack seross children asteep on the floor,
- packed tighe rogether beneach & cable, m make room for ochers
also to sleep. I have asked it when, on & bliseeringly hot Dec-
embet day, the sun has beaten down on the iron ceiling of &
shack and the hear hus mercilessly pressed its substance upon
thae old, frail creature Iying on the bed. I have asked it es I
lay awake ar nighe listening w the drunken shouts and the
noisy laughter from the yard behind the Mission. In other
words, I know Sophintown ag its worse in all weathets, under
afl conditions, as  slum living up to its reputation, 1 still love
it and believe it hus & unigue value, Bur why? In the first
place, because it s nor n “location” Pare of the means
ing of White South Afeica’s acitude t rthe African is
revedled in thar word "location” In America it generally
hay reference t pare of the rechnigue of the cinema industy.
A fhm s made " on location ™ in order o give it the genvine
flavour and atnpsphere rexuired by the story. Buc everywhere.
else in the world, o far 03 | know, the word just means o place;
n site; & presoribed area, That is why, no daul;u:. it wus chosan
by the Eiropean when he decides] chat the Afeican must have
somewhere 0 live when he vare © work in the towos and
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givies of his own connery, He could nog live in o siburb, He
conbd not hve in o village. Fle could pot live in the residential
area of the wwn ielf, He gonjd only work in those places.
Andd Iesause he is an abstraction-—" g narive “ehe must have
an abstraetion bor his home, A ' location ™ in face: u place o
be in, bor s b 08 Bais presence 1y necessary ansd desirable w
Wis Boropean boss. A place from which t move on whe it
cemses to be necessary or desirable thar he should stay. The
" lxanos ook South Africa for the mose pace live up o their
aame. They are abseeact, colourless places. Every town has
ane on i ontskizes, To-day ic is necessary by law thae theee
shondd be o butker steip ar lease five hundred yards wide
between wny location and the town it serves, There must be the
stme distmee beeween 3 locanon and o main road. Nuorhing
st b erecred on the buffer SErip——not even o palr uf oot
ball goal-pewses. 1t monse mark chat tremendous and vical dise
tinchen between Givilisation and harbacism upon which the
disctrense of white supremacy rests. No one of either race may
linger oo that seeip of land, for ip cha way it might becoie a
meeting-place. Tr s, o exact and lireral torms, 3 no-muan'se
tand: and or o8 meant o be juse that. There is a noteeable and
deprassin sumiliricy aboue all locations, 1o is not only e, for
the mont patt, the houses are buile oo mass-production lines
and at the lowest cost compatible with minimum heusing
stadapds. Lo iy duse, an the same time, they sre sited in the nost
fuhotonies way imgtinable, as i w say; " There mast be 10
variety i a hwaoon, Vardety is & characteristc of the human
being Ehs bome is a retlection of ¢hat charageeristic. Buc
becmmse ehe Afecan is 2 native, jtis o quality which simply
dous ot eyt Somerimes, with the older Tocations, rall iron
fenees were erevied aned give the Improessioa oot oaly of 2 kind
of imprisnment bue of o fortiication, as though the Tnation
weee nlly alivss o the Hfe around i and had w be defended
at sl cost from any coutace with at Fo-day the buffer strip
serves the same parpose il is loss expensive. 8o, in 2 kovation,
pont have row upon row of smull box-like houses of alsmoat
idenzival shape amd xize. Such varition ay chere is marks the
emd of vne bewstngg contrace und the beginning of another, or
thie start, perthaps, of some new experiment in prefab cone
stoctions boin never warciety for it owir sake, Tt iv e lode-
ot etk n village, you st remember. Ag such ie By oune
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necessecy for the streets w be named, You simply number the
houses from one 1o two or cen thousand and you leave it ne that.
If, lager on, a few streets receive haprism, it is too lace for old
habits o be broken. Mry, Kambula lives at 60024 Orlando.
Mrs, Marite lives ™ in the four-thousands.” It all helps to keep
the idea of abstraction alive. The grear advantage of che locre
tion is that it can be concrolled. People who come to visie
their friends for the weck-end must have permits befose the
can see fooe upon e arid, municipal wef. It is so e
easier, too, o prevent the native feeling himself a permanent
residene in our cities if non-paymeac of rene i 2 erimind
offence, rather then a civil one. The presence, in every kwation,
of a Buropean Superintendent with his small army of officials,
black and white, and his municipal police, is a sound and
heaithy reminder thae, in South Africa, the African needs the
white man 1o guide and Jirect his daily life, And, in dhe sphere
of broader steategy, it is also wiser to have the padve Living in
one lacge but easily recoguisable camp, than scatered sround
the town in smaller groupings, If chere is touble in Johannes-
busg, for instance, Orlando can be " contained ” by & compar-
atively small force, Tt is not a bad arge from e air either
And its buffer sorip ensures thae no Busopuan suburh will be
hic by mistake,

In che larger locations there are shops, and they are even
alowed under Heeace o be owned and run by Africans, All
the essencial services are provided, dhough lighdng for your
house is not nevessieily regarded as exssencial, lris not wneypical
of the * Jocation * conceps, thae in Juhannesbory the leegest
power station in the southern hemisphere stonds at the pate of
Orlundo. It supplies electeicity w the ey, Crdasdo s e by
candles and parathn lighe, Churches, schuols and clindes exist
in locations chrough the cffort of the various missionacy and
voluntary organisations, Municipal sxinl workers go aboue
their business. Men and women live chere aod make their
family Life a reality. Buc always 1 have the feeling { and { am
sure T am meant to have it, a8 are the intubiton thenmelves)
that & location canngt dulng 1o ansyone except the people who
concrol it the Buropean offivinks who live far away in the ity
that other abyiraction, ™ the munivipaliey.” Alwdys, even in
considering the better aspeces of locaecion lfe (and there are
some, I suppose), [ seent to bear the voice of the Manager of
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Non-Buropean Affairs saying: * We see going 0 do you g,
whether you like it or not: for we slone know what iy goud for
you!” o i i
Sophiatown is not a lucation, That ix my first reason for
loving ic. It is so ucteely free from monatony, in ity siting, in
its buildings and in its people. By n historical aceident it
starced life as a subuch, changed s colour ac an early moment
in its carcer nad then decided to go all our for varimy., A
£3.000 huilding jostles a sow of single-rooms: an ™ American ™
“barber’s shop stands next door to an Aftican herbalist’s store,
with its dried roots and dust-laden animal hides hanging in the
window. You can go into a store w buy 2 packer of cigaectres
and be served by o Chinaman, an Indizn ar a Pakisaei, You
can have your choice of doctors and clinics even: for they also
~are not municipally controlled. There wre churches of every
~denomination and of almost every imaginable sece. There is
one, for example, known as “ The Doakey Church,” apon
whose squat, square tower there stands in place of the orads
itional weather-cock, an ass. 1 would sor know i real origin,
except that v is, I believe, a schism front the Mechodise Chuch,
“Nor do I wish to suggest any approval for schism as sich: For
nothing has done so much damage o African Christanity us os
fissiparonsaess. Bue somehow ot uther thae tivle donkey rop-
resents the freedom that has existed down the years in Sophin.
town, and when [ pass it [ meaphorically kft my e &
reminds me, for one thing, of che wueh thar G K. Chotestoan
so simply and so profoundly eughe in his poem

The tatrered outlae of the earth.
Cf anciem crookad witl:

- Starve, seourye, deride mv: 1 an damb,
1 keepmy secror still,

Faols? For | wdvo bad my howrs

(e far flerce bawr umid vveet;

There wuy o vhont whost my envs,
- Aud padms befure my fovt,

Basicatly Whire South Africa has che same benign or wabenizn
contempt for the African us man for the donkey. Was it pot
Smuts himself who said once e ™ the African has the patience
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of the ass¥?  And o Sophiatows is written off as a slum aren:
irs values muse be those of the slum: its peaple must be dicty,
undesirable and, above all, unseen. Like the donkey tha stands
as & spmbol above their streets, they are useful for their labosir,
for they are serong. Bur, as Dr. Varwoerd says, there is 0o place
for them above that level in society itself T keep my seceec
still . .. The secret of Sophiatown is not only its variery, it is
‘its hidden heroisms, or rather irs unknown heroes and hero-
ines, its saines uncanonised and unsung. 1 know very many.

In the fiese place, let me sy it lraokly, any young person
who keeps seraighe when the dice is londed so heavily against
him, needs vircue of a heroie qualiey. The over-crowded rooms
of Sophiatown, wherein whole Families must sleep and muse

" perform all their buman funcrions as bese they may, do not
make mocality an easy ching, The lack of opportunity for Ful-
filling his personality in uny produltive way does not make it
gasy, either, for a lad o escape the streetcomner gang and the
excitement of gambling. The endless, grey vista of 20 exises
ence which is based upon poverty is not che kind of utlook
which helps to keep a boy or his girl-friend alive o uloimate
saandards of beauty, truth and goudness. Again and again,
heating confessions, I have '.uiki:s mysedf how 1 could advise
these ¢hildren, how waren chiem, how comfort them when they
have fallen. “. . . I have sinned exceadingly in choughe, word
and deed, by my fault, my own faulr, my owo mose grievous
faule, .. ." Have you f;afdﬁ[‘;’y? Noy doubt the actual sin 15 geave
enough; fornicagion or stealing or figheing, bue whae would §
have done in your place?  And whose fanlt is i in dse sight of
God? " And what anyway, can [ advise? “ Don't lee yourself

e into bad company . . . don't be idle | .. find some other
tnrerest chan gambhag . . . love? Well, it's not so easy 1w
describe it . .. it must have the quality of unselfishness,” God
forgive me! I find myself giving advive char, in those circums
seances, [ duwe 1 could not follow. And yer, again and again
those geatle men and women: thuse fresh, gay nks uod girls
try to tollow, try desperarely hard o ohey it and even in their
failures do not make eavironment or Lixcumstance an excuse,
To keep your selfrespect when you are exported to have less
than your whire ™ baas ", @ keep youe bonte aeat and vdy and
to dress your children in fresh clothes; to pay for their schiools
~ books regularly and to see thue they are fed properdy. Al this

CHYL - n '
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againse a background of avercrowding, of the peed 1o be up and
away to work before you have time o ¢at your own breakfase or
t0 clean the room that is your home. It newds the kind of vitrue
“which most European Christinns in Soutk Akrica have oever
come within @ mile of. And it is common in Sophiawwn. 1do
pot refer juse to our own church people, chonygh narally, chey
are the ones I know best and mest intimutely, There 15, In
chat “ black spot * (to use the Minister's offensive title) 8 great
well of courage and cheerfulness in face of adversity which has
been through the years an inspiration and a challeaye to at
least one Christian priest. 1 can shut my eyes for & moment
and see old, blind Margarer, tpping hee way along the street
in the durkness which has heen hers for many long years,
© Always, half an hout before the early Mass, she will he there
in church, prosteace in prayer. Day by Jdoy T will Do hee
spending an hour or more hefore the sttue of Our Lady which
she has never seen, and, if 1 swp her in the sereen, 1 will be
grected with that wonderfol smile and che Lifring of hoe sighe-
less eyes ro my face. ... Or, after Masy on Sunday morning,
there will be old Tryphena Mrembu, She has spenc all her years
{at least all chose that 1 hawe koown) mending sacks and ins
haling cement dust into her old lungs so that she 3 aever free
from a fierce cough. She lives in a stanle dark room and
“does " for herself, althougly a few years ago shie fell and broke
her leg and has t fighe her way on o the earfy momiog bus
with a crutch in ane grarled and workelised hand  Tryphen
has a wonderful low of language, sod her epithers are wx
always what you might expect from a devont wind Faithind pid
lady. She is, in fuct, very much a productof ehe O3 Kene Road,
and werd it not for her broken leg, 1 believe she would sing
and dance to " Knees up, Mother DBrown,” with the hest u’i
them. T also believe that her phwe in Heaven is assured, . For
how could it be otherwise with nne who fronts adversity with
those twinkling and mischievous brown eyes and defies
poverty to-get her down with that marvellous snd undaunved
faith? Or, ngain, there is Piee, who pur ull his ey into che
house in Millar Street where he now sits, crippled with arrly
vitis, and hoping o die before :‘h? eome and demolishs his
bome over his head. Old Pret, out Charchwateden for s fong,
who worked for over thiety years In one of the hest furniture
shops in che city and was rewarded by his employers with &
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pittance which would not keep him alive, Never have I heard
him complain, even when it was obvious thar the handiing of
great bales of matarial was o muceh for him.in his old age:
evenn whea it was a- painful and weary journey for him to
clirab the short hill to the church he loved, Ir would be easy,
but aot very interesting. 1 suppose, to list a score of others, of
all ages and types, who have lived in Sophiatown for the
better part of theic lives, and who by thalr very living have -
enriched and beautified ir glgrcmly. A priesccan see these things,
Somerimes he caonnot find woreds in which 1o express them.
But Johannesburg knows nothing of them and can Lkrow
nothing, for ic does not care. To Jobannesburg, Sophiatown is
ashum: a pative slom ac chac: how could it possibly have any
human dignity aboue it? ,

But there is one feature of life in Sophintown which every-
one can recognise: everyone who goes there, thar s, It is
inescapable from the fiest moment when you step out of your
cae or-stop to ask the way from the tram stop to the Mission.
It does not macter much what time of day it is eicher. Nor
does it make a greac deal of difference who you are, or what
your business—provided you are not o policeman in uniform.
it is the children, Iremember the ficst day of my acrival there
on & September mmnix:fg twelve years ago, Afeer breakfase ac
the Mission I wes told, " Theres a schiool Masy dn in the
charch. They'd like to see you. Will you come across?” The
church is a large one by aoy staadards. As 1 stood ar ¢che hack
and looked towards the High Alear I could see nothing but row
upon row of black, curly heads, lo sesmed impossible to
. imagine chet there could be quite so many childeen, impossible,
anyhow, to imagine myself gateing o koow even o fraction of
them., But I was weong oo both counts. This congregation
represented only sbout half the children in one sthool. Soon,
within & few weeks, 1 was beginning not only to know them,
buc to compare them mentally with ather cl"ti.!t?:"cn I bind known
in England. I found cthat I guite casily thoughe of their names,
their features and chelr charscrers in the same cormy gs of
those who were alrendy pare of my family, pare of my very life.
And che reason was noc hard 1o Jdiscover. The Soplilatown
child is the mose friendly creature on warch, and the most
truseing. God knows why it should be s, but i is. You will
be walking scross the playgeound and suddenly feel w wg at-
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your sleeve or n pressure against your knee: and rhen there
will be a sticky hapd in yours, }gallu, Farther, tallo, Seeser,
how are you? Flallo, hallo, hatk. . .." You will come buck
from Johannesburg, as | bave done a chousand times, fed u
and sick with weariness from thar soulless city, and immed.
iately you are caughe in a rush and scucry of feet: in Faces
.presserjl against your car window: in arms stretching up w
reach yours whether you like it or not. Yo are Aome. Your
children are around you-—cen of them, & hundred, 8 thausand ;
you belong to them and they will never et yon forgetit. How,
then, can you fail to love the place where such things bappen?
Its dusty, direy seeeets and ies slovenly shops, its sprawliog and.
noplanned strecches of corrugated-iron roof s ies forid and
insanitary yards? ... and the streets of the ity shall be full of
boys and giels playing in the streees thereof | L7 s a descripe
tion of the heavenly Jerusalem. It is a good one, And anyone
who has lived as I have in that " slum " called Sophiasown will
recognise how swifely, through the presence of its childeen and
through their unspoilt and unnss;xi{ahle haughrer, Heaven can
break in upon this old and deeary world,
I have seid chae Sophiatown is a gay place. Ir is more, It has
a vitality and an exuberance aboue io which belong to no ather
subuth in South Africa; cernunly to no whice subueh. To pus.
itively sparkles with life. Somietimes when [ have beenr
depressed by the apémreur suecess of the present Governmeat
in selling che iden of whice supremacy, I have pulled myself up
by thinking jusc for & moment or two of the African prople
as [ know them in Sophistown: There is something w nilwse
and strong about their way of dealing widh each Eruseration,
which is each day, that it is even laughable co ehink rhaesich an
idea can endure. And in face ie is by laugheer, so ofeen, that the
- problems and the sorrows are fronted and overcome, s by
that mapgnificens sense of humour and by the fieness with which
it.is expressed that victory is won in the daily seroagale, sod wit
ultimately be won in the struggle for true nacionhomd, A guod
example of the kind of humpur I have knowa and foved s
_be seen in Sophintown any week<end, when the * Sophissewn -
Scottish " are on the march, In the distance, on o Sunday sfreg.
noon, you will hear the benting of 2 drune siid dhe send of 2
far tumper, Soon, at the faeehest end of YVictorie Road, you
will sce & small crowd moving rowards you and becoming »
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lnrge crowd as it moves, ‘Then, if you are wise, you will wait,
and wicness the unique and heartening sight of an all-African
all-fernale bandd: dressed in taread kiles, white ploves, bands.
man's staff and accoucrement, swing down the road with
marvellous gusto. Behind them will come the spectarors, nog
marching in step but dancing with complece abandon, and,
surronnding them, as always when there's 2 sight, 8 crowd of
the children dancing, too, and singing as they dance. Somehow
the “ Sophintown Scottish " stands for so much more than a
bhappy Sunday afrernoon. They stand for the joy and gniecy
whicﬁ is thers, deep in the heart of the African and ready to
break out in one form or another whenever and wherever -
he is ac home. Another example of the sume thing | have
seen very ofren ac policical meerings, especiadly when Europ.
ean police are present o take names and 0 record speeches.
What conld ensily, in other circumstances, become a danger-
“ously tense sicuation through the provocative and contempe.
uous ateitude of the auchoriries, Ltrcomes a ridicalous and
irrelevane macter. " Afeer all)” the Africans seem to say,
“this is only an incident, and o minor one, in our progress o
freedom nod fublilment. Why noc lugh ac it, sheug ic off
with a song?” and so they do. Sophiatown! e is not your
physical beanty which makes you so loveable: noe che sofe
line of colour which sometimes seems 1o serike ucross the
greyness of your streets: not the splendour of the evening
sky which turns your drabness into goled-wit is none of chese
things, It is your people, Yer somehow T do not think it
can fm the same when you yourself have beea destroyed and
your houses are juse rubble and the factories begin to go u)

aod to smothier you with theie bulk and size. Tven ﬂmugﬁ
your people will s¢ill be here in Johannesburg, in the wide sym-
metry of some locarion such as Meadowlands, there will
have been a loss immeasuroble. The truth is thar Sophine
own {5 a contmuaity: o Hving organise which has growa
up thoough the years, and which has stenck ity routs deep in
this purticular place and in this special soil. So have 1 koown
it o be. A commuaity with wl the opdinaty probems of
community, snd made up of people and fumilies both bad and
good. A community, sot an abstraceion, and  dherefore
personal and real inoall inv aspects. And because it is an
African community, living in w city of South Africa, iv has w0
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grow together in.a upique way, Xosa and Mosotho, Shangaar
and Motswana, Indisn and Chinese, coloured end white, have
all contributed something to it And, in my tgx;}ininr:, they
have all had something of velue to contribuee, The place is
cosmapolitan in & real sense and has sbour it that acmo-
sphere which belongs to cosmopalitan towns the world over. .
Tt is, in that sense, wnique. The most unlikely and unexpected
things can happen there and not agpear ac all unlikely or
seemn incongruous. So you have to be prepared, if you live
in the midst of it as a priest, for every conceivable problem
a¢ every hour of the doy or night. How, then, can you fail 1o
love it? L _

A great deal is said by sociologises and others of ™ the breaks
down of tribal custom " and " the disasteous impace of West.
ern Industrialism upon the urban African” Thae sentence
itsalf is stiff with the jergon of the race-relations rexc-book,
But when you live in Sophiatown you don't see it ¢har way at.
all. You see Mrs. X who has a drunken husband and five
children o support——and what must she do¥  You see Mr. Y,
whose wife lefr bim two years ago and the kids ure growing
up; what is he to plan for them, can the " Father " help him?
You see young Joel who has juse lefr school and got o ¥ tea-
boy " jab in the city, but he longs o do his Maceic. and can'e
find the time ot the money or the quictness for wark that he
needs. You are called to thar room in Tucker Streer, where
Joseph is fgheing for his life sgainse advanced TB, wnd in
spite of all your efforts you can't get & bed anywhere and you
wonder, well, you wonder what it all means within the Provie
dence of God. . And you hear thae Jane has got ino trouble
and the boy won't admit his fasle; and you run post-haste

see her facher before he goes out with & sjumbok. , . .
And then there’s George, arvested for catrping  dagge * snd
there's Michael whom you've not seen for weeks, bur you hear
he's drinking. . .. But hehind then all, behind the " prob-
lems " which come the way of every priest in every parish in

Christendom, there iy thae grear mass of fulk who Yiw: orde
inary lives in estraordinary conditions, and who wre the
Christian comnwmnity in Sophiatown. And o moere vital

Christian community it would be hard w find anywhere, T
wonder, for instance, how muny parishey in Englumt to-day .
would have & Mass in the duatk i}}' i winter moroing ae half
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past. five and gee a congregarion of twenty or thiry ‘{m\p'le?
~And that not just once, but week afrer week? T wonder how
many churches to-day are full on Sunday moruing at six
o'clock and again at eleven? Yeu this is but the ourword form
of sometbing far deeper and more profound, I iy in facr the
answer to the sociologist's question—at lease it is part of the
answer. The only thing which is mesting the need for a
sense of " community,” of “ belonging,” in the broken and
shattered tribalism of ¢he townddwelling  Afeican is the
Chuech. It is for that reason chac these present years of crisis
are of such tremendous significance, IIP the Churcly fails in
bearing her witness on the colour quescion now, she will
never, 0 my opinion, have n second opportunicy. Flere, in
Sophiatown, aver the pase chirty years and more, we have been
engaged int building a Christinn community, It is that coms
munity which is now being smashed to pieces in the interests of
a racial ideology. And as we wareh our people’s homes being
reduced to heaps of rubble, we warch also the descuction of
someching which cannot be built agrin so easily or s fair.
When Sophintows is finally obliterated and its prople scareered,
1 begeﬁe thae Souch Afrien will have lost nor only a place bur
an. ideal.

“ Day that T have Toved, duy that T bave lowwd,
The night is bore. .
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WHO GOES THERE?
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IN A WORLD which has grown ?:miﬂfnﬁy- familiar wirh the (dea
of restrictions upon personal frecdomt and wieh figon abro
the “Iron Cuetain,” fr is mure than tevessary ok exactly
what we are prepared to do aboue it Wheeher a3 Chistany,
who claim that the sacredness of persovality 1 inviolabbe, e
as citizens of a Commonwealth which hawses s repard for
freedom, there are certain eballenging faces which we canner
" avoid. At leasc we cannoc avold them if we are honsse, As ]
write these words, for instance, there are fifry-iesen Sounth
. African citizens wio, in one year, hivve been rebivsied pasepori
One of them, Mts, Jessie McPhierson, happens s be Charapan
of the South African Labour Party, It iy freely stawed fand
indeed che courts have themselves upbekd the comrenrwny tha
a passport is a privilege and not a righe. Bur the effecr of dw
latest legisiation (The Passpore Regulation Ace nf 1999 {y
make it impossible for any citizen of South Africa o move o
-of the country withour a passpart or a travel peenst yauel by
the Seate, In other words, the Government can aml dox
refuse the ™ privilege " of freedom of mavemeur w any cirjres
who, for one reason or another, has incurred ron digplesse,
The Commonwealth has an Tron Cureain every Iar as Ll
~able {(and in some respeces perhapy mare b as e oo
Eastern Europe. So it s ragher imPorasng to examine the 15
ation carefully. What, in face, ix happening o feeedom of
movemaent in South Africa? Dioes it stidl gxist? :
“Lat me bm,:f;in by telling the wory of Civer Tombo, s
present one of the few Africun attorseys in the comgry and
acting Secretary of the African Nadional Comgrens. {iver wa
born about forty years ago in a litte villape calied Mizang in
Hastern Pondoland, deep in the heare of ehe Transkein Native
Reserve. Both his parents were hearben aimd ilhierare: i
father was faicly wealthy, mdlmgsnrdmg 0 custoin had srverdd
- )
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wives, Qliver was, in fact, the second child of the third wife.
“This is signiticane to the story, for it is so oftea said, ane T sup-
?usc believed, that the Afrwan canooe possibly make the jump
rom primitive © Western society in such a short span as a
- hundeed or two hundeed years. Indeed, Dr. Vorwoerd believes
that he cannor make it ae all, and thae in focr eabalism 8 more
important to African development than the Cheisting ethic.
Oliver sat on the stoep of our library 8 few days age teliing me
his story, and as he spoke, the suntight fell upon and aceene
uzted the marks of the koife upon his face, the muacks of
eribalism, It also fell upon the furows aceoss his Forehead
and at the corners of thase heighe, incelligon awd alorg eyes of
his, and showed up che sulfering anid the sorrow fhat are i bis
face to-day. I have known Oliver for several years, und 1 have
known him well 1o these fase ditys when we live worked mose
closely together over che Banou Education Acr and dhie Woestern
Areas Removal Scheme. This wax the firse time T had asked
him aboue his childhood and his past.

* I wene to 8 Mission Primary School,” hie said, ™ bue when 1
got to Standard Four 1 began to play aant, School was baring
to me, and T just stapped going, By that time my fuher was
gereing ofd and he had lose all his wealth: he was a faemer,
and he wis just unfortunate. We were seenbly peww. ]
thoughe of going out w work. Te was acthie moment iy Jife
that the figse preat change aml chaoce poered * As he rold o
me, Oliver did not actempr to add anything g the bage and
simple faces. There was o fimeie Anghican Mission seation &
few miles away ar Holy Cows Oae iy one of the prisas
visited Bizana; saw Oliver's father, who by his e had
become a Christian, and supeested eaking the bsw back with
him o & boarding-school at the mission. It was a geesg oppop-
tunicy and the old man swifdy asented. "1 arpved dhiere,”
said Oliver, " on Baster Dy, with one of my stepebrothers, and
I shall never forgec thie momens. We eieered the e church
whilst the Mass of Baster was being sung T oun sl see the sod-
cassacks of the servers, the prey simoke of the inernse, the vese-
ments of the priese at the altar, . . It was 2 new workd ™ The
old lenging i’m‘ education stired again in the heatt of thar
small African boy. Fe worked hard, passed s stanidareds sod
found himsedf in the top form--and tg@ highest thar bie conlbd
reach in Holy Cross Misosn, Ooee ggain i€ seemed bke the
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end: the vanishing of a dream. There was no money ar homs
end no chance of gewing any rich relatons to hefp. (Hiver
braced himself to face the road which so many of his people
. trod: the road of labour wichout hope of fulfilment, Dur agsio
Providence intervened: this time in the person of Father Leary,
a_ welt-known missionary in Pondoland, He suggested that
~ Qliver should go to St. Perer's School in Johannesburg, which
hid then just begun its Secondary course. He did more: for
he found the money, So, ae sixeeen, & small and hewildered
boy from the rolling lands of the Transkei found himself for
the first ¢ime in Jobannesburg, in " Goli,” the fabulous city,
where there was g0 much wealth, and so much wickedness (oo
where, in contrast 1o the quiet and gendla villages thar Ohiver
had known, there was the noise and clamour and rush of &
town built on #nd built for gold, Here, if ever, wus a tese of
adapeability, In his person chere met all thae could be hese des-
cribed as tribalism; all char could . be expressed in indaserial-
ised Western society, "I came with Robere Soaquishe, now &
priest, and we went theough St. Peter'’s together” ™ Went
through " is & good description. Oliver gor a Arsc-class Marrie,
{the same examination as thar mken by Furopean school
“children) and a Bunga Scholarship co Fort Hare, the Afeican
University College. He touk his B.5¢. degree in 1941 and thien
began studying for his Education Diploma with & view to
reaching.
Once more, things went badly wrong. “ Within cwo months
~of my final exam., there was a dispute in the College with the
authorities. As Secretary of the Students' Repreventarive
Council, [ had ro take the responsibility for stating rhe anudene’
case. It was a small martter concerning the playing of gaswes on
Sundays: buc certain principles were involved, and anyway, 1
had to pue the crse,” For some renson, now lost in the past, the
authorities insisted on a written pledge from the studene con-
cerning their conducr, but also concering their spiricual ife
and their religious duties. T asked the Warden for time to
pray about ¢his, and T went o the chapel for half an houe. |
- kmew | could not sign that pledge. Jo demanded: something
from me chae I could noe give. It would have killed my religion
stone dead~-an agreement with God, written and mgueds 1
could not do ic!” Oliver twld the Warden of his decision and
was immediacely expelled. His expulsion meant, so-far as he
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could see, the end of hia ambitions, for he would never get o
teaching post without the diploma and with his recotd of
“expulsion for indiscipline, | wandered into Alice * (the town
nearest ta Fore Hare) ™ and stayed there cill nighefall. T juse did
not se2 what I could do. 1 decided, anyhow, to go back to the
chapel and pray. 8o nt eleven o'dick thae night | opened the
door. It was completely datk: complecely empty: nhsolucely
sitent, Bue ac the far end, near the Blessed Sacrament, there
was 4 glow of hight from the Jamp whicl always burned there.
I rook that as & sign, That somewhere, however dark, there is
a lighe. .. ." ‘ o

Afrer much anxiety, and after deciding w go to Durban and
work in » kicchen, ac the vweary-thisd hour Oliver beard from
St. Peter’s School thar there was-an unexpected vacaocy for a
science master. So he found himself ar bome again in die
school he loved bese, ‘

After a few years of reaching he decided o try his hand at
Law: stucied in his spare ime: took his atweney’s admission,
and after three more years, qualified as an attorney,

- 1 have eold chis scory in some detail aod at some lengeh, for
it shows not only che quality of the man: but the guality of the
struggle which faces all young Africans with ability und am-
bition. It aft shows, 1 chink he quality of fith, e Chieistion
motive at its best, Indeed, it would be haed © find 2 more
devoted churchman thaa Oliver Tamb. A

It was for chis reason chat when 1 heard chae he had been
banned in terms of the Suppression. of Coromunism Ace |
ok up my pen and wrote for the London Obrerver an article
entitled " The Church Sleeps On” It seened o me then al it
Seems (0 my wow Guite inolerable thar the peear mass of Chrisre-
ian people in South Africa should remain enticely unmoved
when & man of (liver's stature was viceimised in chis way, Of
course, it had already happened ro many others, w Trade

Unionists, 1o lafe wing publicists, o almost every African and
Indian leader of any seature. Hue here way, it seemed o me,
unigue opportunity for the Church o protese and e demand
tar be heard an belalf of one of her miose faithful sons, She did

-nothing, _ _ co

The ban, in Oliver's case, reseefcred him o the Jobanoesbary
matnicipal wee ud o Benoni, his place of resdence. Te meane
chiat, 20 2 busy pnd populdr lawyer, be could oz eeach his own
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clients unless they happened o live in the wity. Tt meant,
farther, that he could nor attend any meetings or be present
any gatherings, even of a social pawure, 1t s huppened thie on
the occasion of Speech Day ac 8t, Peter’s Sclwol he had been
invited, as a discinguished Old Boy, o speak, He could not
risk chae, but he did come to Jisten, ndden away From the main
hall, Half-way through the afternoon, 85 we were moviog out
from one place to anocher, one of che boys reporred (0 me thar
the Special Branch of the C.LD. had also heeu listening to the
- speeches, Oliver had slipped away by a side enuance. The
police were watching his ¢ar and he dared not g e it On
anocher occasion, veey recendy, I rang up and asked him w
supper, He was followed by che polive from the momeat hie
lefr his office. On yer anocher ocausion he was urgently
summoned by his family to the Tramskef, and he wied s reles
phone to send a celegram announcing the cime of s agrival
In the wilds of Pondoland, as he drew uear s bome, he was
stopped by a police car and guestioned.  He lives, in Facr,
always under the shadow of arrest, always warched aml spied
upon, always in danger of losing the venuous libery dhae
remains to him. Why? Because in South Afeica walay the
State has assumed the right 1o restrict absolutely the liberty of
its subjects, and, if they are Africans who show any powers of
lendership, chac rescriction is justibed by he single word
* Communist.” .
The Church steeps on. White Christianiny v muore concerned
to retain its characeer ay & law-abiding force chan n oxpress i
abhbortence of such artacks on personal libertes, Ta spice of
constant synodical resolutions and episcopml pranosneeners,
the Church as a whole does not care. " I one mermher suffer,
all the members suffer with it,” says 8¢ Paul. We lave traveliod
a very long way from that conceprion in Christian Sonrh Africa.
It is easier to condemn Communism than ro pracise the faith
you profess, Oliver Tambo can live his huneed life and { can
forgec that he also belongs to the Divine Sociey, wr the Family
of God, to the Body of Christ. 1 cant forger i¢ Bocae for so
long in South Africa I have forgooten thae Man is made in the
Image and Likeness of God even when he is black.
One of the phrases which recur with sickensng Eamilisritg in
South Africa is " Protest Meeting” Looking back over the
years; I can picture n greac many meesings i which 1 have
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tken part. As each year has brought some new restrictive
law, s0 a geoup, either eceared for the purpose or alveady exises
ing, has raflied its followers o prowse, The Suppression of
Communism Act, the Ciclzenship Act, the Criminal Law
Amendment Act--@ name some at randome~have all seime
ulated opposition in chis form. Smodiog on the stepy of
Johnnoesburg Ciey Fall, or in Church Square, Pretorin, we
have addressed the people. For a few days both before and afrer
such meetings there has been some interese in the Press, but in
no case that [ ean remember has there been any real effect upon
the Government'’s acticude, It takes a grear deal more thin a
protest meeting to impress o party which knows thie, on the
basic issue conlronting the country, it can count on Ao almost
total white unity. All thae one can hope w do by public pro-
test is o clewe one's own sonscience and oty ac lease o seir
the consciences of others,

But there is one meeting of chis kind which I feel to be sig-
nificant in o differenc way, It wok phice very recenty in
Alexandra Township and I was asked o speak. It had to be on
a Sunday mocning, as nearly all African meetings have o be so
planned, tking int account working houss, ditficulties of
transport, dangers of nighe in dack and voliz screets, Often T
have found myself going seeaighe from Mass @ such o gacher-
. ing; from the altar or che pulpic ta the soap-box, Tt is & stragpe
experience, but T helieve it @ be n viduable and a valid one,
Anyhow, undee ueban African conditions it is inevitable. On
this pacticular Sunday as 1 drove across the ruteed roads of the
township and tried to avoid the donger which gever ger filled
in, I saw on the farchest edie of Alexandea & liede group of
people gathering, When I gor chere they were already siceing
in & semi-circle, perhaps two hundred of them, Listening quietly
0 an African speaker, Two police cars were drawn op on the
edge of che wudience: two African “specinks ™ were sitring ar
the back taking down every word spuken, 1t was very quier and
attentive, thae lietle gachering: ™ We do not cire o know,”
said che speaker, * whae Miss Navid's polisics were. W koow
only thae she did & great work for us asd oue children in the
thres years chae sheowss in Alexandea. Under her wre; Ento-
kozwenl developed wonderfully,  She built 8 aéohe for our
litle ones, She starred vegetable clubs e help us buy food
more cheaply, She began a school for those who were out of
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school, Now we are told she iv a Communie We do noe
know, we do not care abour such matrers, Al we know @5 tha
the Government has taken her away from s, has taken away
our friend and will noc let her work here sy mspe. She &8 o
be buried alive in her own country, buried alive. . .. For she
‘cannot do the work she is trained to du, L From time o tine
the andieoce modned, and uttered thar strange buat exprossive
cty which anyone who knows Afriea will remermber always,
“A-eee ... A-eel” It was indeed aot unlike a funeral oration:
a funeral parcy. Whar was it all abour?

For the past three years and more, Helen Navid, & greae
Eriend of mine, an agnostic and vne whe, in her scasdent days,
had been atcracted by Marxism, hid been an charge of Euoe
kozweni. This place, known technically as & Ealy welfage
centre, was (and is) tun by & volunrary commictee anmd aims ar
trying © Al some of the maps which exist ty Sure Social
Welfire services in the urban areas of South Afeiva moday, T
work is immensely varied: as varied as sre the neads of the
grear mass of prople sercfed it Alexandra FPowenship itself,
Anyone in charge of such a centre needs nac only the rechiical
qualifications of the social welfare warker, but che qualities of
patience, of compassion and of perseveranee in a bugh desreos,
Helen had all of chese. She was able o build up a sff of
African helpers and w earn and recdin their trase. Shie wins, in
face, employed by the Governmene ioself in o research pros
gramme concerning the incidence of canver smmgit the nop
Buropeans of the city. Bue she wan also independent enough to
cake part in the opposition o the Wearrn Arcax Rensoval
Scheme and the Bant Educaeion Act. We warked wvery closely
together in but chese hacles, and never was thiore w0 e
determined or eflicient fighter than Helea, Ir wis Jue m liee
hard work that committees wore formed in the Europeat subs
nrbs of che ¢ity ro serve as a pladdorm for anr sprakers, a plar
form which was most necessary in counteracting Goverament
propugands and mose difficule ro achiove. Pechaps the oun
successful meeting of this kind we ever had wean ar Parkenwn, a
highly respectable and influcntial suburh, whea Olver Tambo
and 1 spoke cogether, and our audience contatned one ur twe
Clry Couneillors and at least one M P

Helen was one of these rare pesple not anly cosstens o work -
in the background bur prefereing to do so B wan this quaiicy,"
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together with her superh efliciency and theroughness, which
made her 50 valusble, Bue neither eficiency nor unselfishness
would: have been suflicient of themselves wichout o real in-
tegrity of purpose. This she had in & high degres, and 1t was
direceed apainst those evil forces of repression and racinlism
which boeh of us hared so geeacly, though from differing found-
ations of belief, And here ler me say quite Frankly that I have
again aod again found myself more able to understand and
becter understood amongse people of Helen Navid's quality
than amoung practising Christians, Thae fearful barrier of
re'specmhilit{ which so ofren grows up wround even the most
devoue and devoted churchyoer is even more evident, and more
difficult to penerrate, in South Afuca, where it rests oot only
upon class bue on colour,

1 find chae, in writing of Helen, I have written in the past
tense ay if she were dead. In face, she is in Isceel: and pechaps
she will not return o her own country. Certainly she will not
do so iF io means, as the African speaker said, being ™ buried
alive.” : :
She was siting in her office at Batokozweni one afternoon a
few months sgo when two Spevial Branch decectives arrived,
In & sense she had been expecting them, for she knew full well -
thac she Liad been under surveiltance for a long time, They pave
her a document and steusd over her whilse she read it It stared
in effece thae she must resign from her present job and from all
committees or societies and ie banoed hes from all gacherings
for five yeacs. She was seill free to work w5 a typisc in an oftice
or &5 & factory hand o as an aegist's model. She conld seill
have a latch-key of her own and travel on public tanspoxt and
have s cup of tew with her quat, She was fror, in fact, to do sny-
thing except whar gave life meaning: the work for which
she was trained, the fulfilment of a vocation. And, in addition,
she had allowed her South African passport 10 expire and
would cereainly not et another. The new Passport Regulation
Act would be gazected in a week of two. Onee ic had become
law, it would be « criminal offence, with very heavy penalties,
for anyane t© teanspore her aceoss the Union's bounducies by
Iand oe air. She had o make her decision abinese immediaely,
either to sty in Sourh Afriew vnable o do e work she was
gualitied ro e, b w0 leave her country and try to find fulfilment
elsewhere, She chose the lueter. Bue ¥ shall never forget the



112 NAUGHY FOR YOUR COMFORT

hour or two of discussion we had wyether when she was
struggling to see some lighe, to make the right dectsion, know-
ing it would alter the whole conrse of her life. ‘

Before she lefr, her wockers ac Enwhozwend organised the -
protest meeting which [ have desceibed, n meeting which she
could not atcend without arcest and punishment, Two or theee
‘huindred people on the diy and desolate velde ac Alexandra on a
Sunday morning: the police in their car, lounging alﬂu! firen-
ing at the same time  a small group of men appearing Uik
expectedly with the black, green and yellow llag of the African
Nadlonal Congress, [ was not o very impressive gathering by
any standards. Yet as [sac waiting my twro rqlw;tk I thowphe
how wondecful it was really, How wondeeful chae here in
Nationalist South Africa, in the hearc of & " black spoe,” in a
place where African pationalism iwelf is ag i strongest, a

rotest meeting should be held: a protese called amd addressed
gy Africans (I was the only Buropeitn speaker), becawse a white
woman was being forcibly removed from amongse chem
afrer only three and a half years .in theic midse, Perhaps
it oply seems wonderful w those of us who live in the Unon,
And perhaps the only way of putting it into s context is to
imagine the unimaginableto chink of & group of wo or
three hundred white South Afficins protesting apainge the
removal of an African, Iv is unthinkable. It conld nut happea.
Such is the measure of Furopean folly and wivkedness that ic is
hatd indeed to believe there iz a solution.

- Oliver Tambo snd Helen Mavid are {mrwmd friemds of mine,
That is why [ have told their story o illustrate one aspect of the
attack upon personal frewdom in our countey w-day, Bue diey
represent S0 many more who, in one way or aonther, are
* buried alive,” Freedom of movement no longer exises in ies
own right in South Africa, Irisa priv.ilufc vanferred or withe
held by those who preseatly guide the Jdestinies of the Stae,

And even the shock of some fresh incident seems o have
lost its power w disteeh the preae mass of Buropeaa ¢leizens:
they have grown wsed o the idea of n contralled and linrited
freedom: they have grown wied to sepvirude, '

One of the objects dearese o my heare is thas of trying w
open up to Afeican boys and gicls i« wider and a fuller Life, e
seems (o me thae chat is part of the meaning of the Christian
faith itself, springing from a belief in the face that God became



WHO GORS THERE? 113

man and, if He was prepared to pour His fullness inte human
_ nature, then human nature {eself mast be capable of such richs
ness, must be made o receive it Within South Africa itself it
is hard indeed w open up any ficlds of opportunity except tor s
few. So ir was wich cremendous joy thae 1 recaived a lecter from
“the United States {aguin through Aleo Pacon) offecing a
bursary st Kent Schonl, Connecticus, w any boy [ chose. The.
offer could scarcely bave been more generous or more oppor-
tane, Kene, ] remembered, was one of che best schools -in
America: an Anglican foundavion with a very strong Catholic
tradicion, and with a very ootable record of achievement in
sport ay well as in other tﬁ[fﬂ.‘titlllﬁ. Ir bad opeoed i doors ©

- negroes in che States, and now wanted an Alrican boy w share
its crensures. All expenses would be paid, and he could come at
once, by air,

Nacurally, 1 was as careful as I knew how o be in selecting
the boy. e had w0 be nor only inelligent, bue adaprable, a
good mixer, o lad whose home Dackground would be not we
fir removed from chae of the boys with whom he would soon
be living, When [ chose Stephent Ramasoci it was becanse I
believed him o have all the righe qualifications, I koew, of
course, thae there might be grave diticuleics over petcing him
a passport. 1 knew, too, that, if my own name were connected
with him it would only intensify the difficulties, So, in all the
negotiations which followed, 1 usked the Headmaster of our
School to sign the lettees and o do whacever else was required.
Naching, however, could disguise the face thiae Stephen was at
8t. Peter's School, Rosecrenvile: and the police were well
aware chat of that schowl 1 was the Superintendent,

The application was senc in in April. Three weeks later the
hoy was called for o police ineerropation. A day or two aler
that he recetved o lerter: " With reference w your proposed
visic to the United Stares, we rogrer we are not prepared w
issue a Certiticate of Characeer” Thut was all. Stephen is a lad
of sixteen, nut at all interested in politics, never in any way’
connected with crime, his facher the Principal of a Government
school. The Certificate of Character whith would huve cleared -
the way For & passpore was refused fur no peason: of duit I am
cerrain. Buc Stephen was at school at S¢, Peter's, Roseteenville,
However, § was not prepared to et this refusal deter me, aod
after inguiring at the American Consulate whether they would
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give him n visa without the ceceificae, and having been assured
that chey would, I pressed forward with the application. Ty
would be tedious to deseribe in detail the endless formalizies;
the weekly inquiries; the intervensions of inlluential people
which had to'be suffered duriog the following two muonds, - As
I have already said, a passporr, like freedom, 18 in South Africa
a privilege conferred by the State, not a right possessed by the
su@ject. I began to get desperace when the time of Stephen’s
departure for America drew near and sdli there was no indi-
cagion thit he was free o go. Bach time Tmade inguicies T was
wid thar a decision would be made the followiog week, 1
knéw thae in fact the decision would not be made ar all niless
it was forced upon che authorities, The only way 1 oould hope
to succeed would he by some prexsure from public opinion
both within and without South Africa. Fartunacely | had many
friends in the Press and | informed them, and all forcign cor-
respondents I could reach, of the whole simation. When die
passport-was refused, every newspaper in the country and many
in the United States and in Bogland, had che facts and wsed
them. For the fiest time, the Government issucd 4 starenwent
giving reasons for its refusal. " Iois not in che best interests
-of the boy . .." He would rewrn te his comoy " wih a
shactered deeam. . .. He was too young o beneht from such a
bursary.”

The fact thae his parenes desired him o go, and weee pre-
pared if necessary for bim never w orecarn:  the face dhar, in
America, Stephen would be able to chimise a profession closed
‘1o him in Soweh Africa: the face thache was going w4 Chuch
school, when, in the Usion abnost all Churds soloeds hal
ceased to exise because of che Buntu Fducation Ave: the face
that for months he had ser his heare on this marvellous advens
. ture, all these things counted fur nothing, The Stte had
decided. The Stace knew bese. The Srate, where Africans awe
concerned, aways knows best. A if, in the opuaten uf she
Minister, Stephen  Puaepsodi mwst reonnn behind - Souch
Afriea’s Iron Quetain, thens there was nothing miere w be said.
I wok a differenc view of the sitvation, Tt seemed, aud seems,
to me such an outrageous violation of the whole Chriseia
docerine of Man chat T cannor rese untid [ have done all tiak les
in my power to oveethrow the docision,  Perbaps when this
book appeaes in prine [ shall hive succesded ;. perbups sgain |
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shall have failed® Buc ac least no one in South Africs will be in

ignorance of che principles involved in the mater, The

Archer-Shea cuse in England, so beillianely re-created in The

Winslow Boy, has been an inspication 0 me in this equally

vital stroggle for justice, It is a strugele 1 truly enjoy when it

centres, as it does herg, upon a particular person. Somehow

then, lifted away from absceace theorising, one can see it more
clearly: one can realise that o scguiesce is erenson not merely

to une's ideals but w one's God, And besides, [ know Scephen,
and I know the hidden sreasures and ambittons, ar lease 2 ‘li:cle:,
which are in his own henre. Whilst the passpore negotiations

were deagying on, 1 bad 0 go o Southera Rhodesia for & fort-
night. At the same time Stephen had to go into hospital for a

minor opesation. 1 had a leerer from him, written just afeer the

opention, The anestherie had somehow gone wrong; there had
heen a crisis, and oxygen was necessary to gec him round,

" They wld me,” he wrote, " that T nearly died. Butof.course I

knew 1 shouid not die. God could nor possibly disappoint me

about America, .. ." :

God could not Dr. Verwoerd could. Aad did,

There is, of course, an underlying unity about the stories
of Oliver, Helen amd Stephen, They are :ﬁrce examples of a
simple development that has taken place in South Africa over
the past few yeurs. Quite apare from the fifty-seven citizens
who are unable to get passports, there are scores, indeed hun-
dreds, of cicizens whose freedom of movement is so resericeed
ns to be pon-existent in the true sense of che word freedom,
Using the Suppression of Commuaism Act or the Criminal -
Law Amendment Ace or the Public Safety Act or the Native
Urhan Areas Ace, it is possible to make o man 4 prisoner in
his own town. It is equally possible to deport him from his
awn town to-an jsolied dorp in the back-velde. v is not only
possible, it happens quite oftes. And those whose stories T
have told are not m any way rhe worst examples 1 could qoote,
 Wea shiall see worse things happening in che course of the nexe
few years, bue we shall perhaps no lmuéer coatt them worse
because we shall have lost the taste for freedom, Ie is already
fost stipping From us, ™ Erernal vigilance ™ is too high a price
for South Africany to pay. Whar is astonishing about this
situation is mat that it exises {for & Natonatbsm such vi oura i

' * | hive failed. ' ‘ o
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bound to produce i) bue char ic exises with so little procesr. Te
prompts me ta ask two questions and the firse ;;;f them is chis:
"What price Commonwenlth citizenship?™ The Sweute of
‘Westminster, in conferring freedom upon the Domipions to
develop towards full nationhood, conferred freedom npon them
also to remain within or to contract oue of the Commonwealth,
South Africe chose the former ab thae tme, and has continued
to ahide by her choice. In so daing she has received many
benefits, economic, straregic. and cultural: she hag also made
her material contribution to the wealth and e the defepe of
the society of nations to which she belongy. Bue tonday, with
a Government determined not only upon a republican form
~of stace, but upon a racial policy torlly e varlance with et
of every other counery in the Commonwealth, the question has
relevance, " What price Commonwealth civizenship?™ or
rather, " Whae use?” Presumably the oon-Buropean peoples
of South Africa ARE reckoned o be citizens, if notof diirawn
country, a¢ least of thae wider society which acknowledpes the
Queen to be its head? Bue w what end? They are unable
maove freely in their own land @ chey are anable o move our of
it, even into adjacent rerritories acknowledging the sume
Sovereign, In the making of laws which restrice their frecdim,
they have oo woice and no means whatever of makiog dieir
views kaown, In the most essential issues swhich affecr their
liberty they have no sinyple avcess o the courts: in many sach
issnes no access and no appeal wharever, It nuy seem riilic.
ulously nuive o Eoglish or Amecican ears to hear, as 1 lve
constantly heard, the question: ™ But can't the Queon help us?
Yet there is a realism behiod. thae question which we shall
ignore 1o our peril. There is no purpose in o loyaley either
Queen or Commonwealdh iF neicher meets your life ar any
poine. There is a fearfal cynicism about the catch-pheases ™ free
association of free peoples,” * constiratonal sovereigoty,” il
the like wheo you are wying to explain o an ineelligent
African boy why he cannor hold o British passpore nor muove
out of the country to convplete his edueation. Ia face ez us
acknowledge It frankly—to the African in South Africa,
Commonwedlth citizenship means nothing, It seems ouly
accentuate an sty trath, that, somchow or othier, s Sovereige
must condone che seate of servicude in which he Jives.
The second question [ would usk it even more fundamenia,
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ac least to Christinny, It ks with that question, essentially, thae
che whole of this buok is concerned. Why, if the person is of
infinite digniry in the sighe of God, does the Church accept so
complacencly the constanc invasions upon personal Lberty
which occur in South Africa? S N
Let me be exFiicir. I do nat mean by * the Chureh * simply:
the hierarchy, the archbishops and bishops, the leaders of the
vatious denominarions which claim to be Cheistdan bodies, I
mean the Church in its Pauline sense as thac living veganism .
which has “ many members ” and which Is also the Divine
Saciety, the whole family of Gad,
Ie is but rarely in history char dhe hieraschy wkes n prophetic
‘view or a prophetic initiutive againse f:vi{ Perbaps thar'is
hecause its chief funceion is to0 guaed the wuth rather than to
proclaim ir. A Thomas X Beckerr, 3 Faulhaber, « Wilkiam
Temple are conspivuous because they ovcur so infrequendy,
They are in no way rypical, Yer when evil appears, ﬂncl! LT
inlly when evil shows iself in an actack upon personal freedom,
surely then, if ever, the Chrisrian conscience should awake, and
should see to it chat che Church aor aaly speaks bur acts)
Nothing of the kind has luppened in South Alrica. We like to
think it has, We like wo chink that " the voice of the Church
uetering chrough official channels it condemnation of the
different Acts or Measures is 2 peowf of its vigour and its Life,
Yeo we know very well thar these vtrerances have hean cotally
- ineffective in preventing inroads upon personal freedorn, and
that when particular persons have been artcked and shackled
in this way no united effore has been made by the Church o
aid them, The blune teuth is thae the Church, rhe ordinaty
Christinn man and woman, is 0ot prepared to regard the Seare
as an aggeessor in South Africa, The Chugeh is conniving at o
palicy which openly proclaims isself one of mcial dominacion,
“of white sullaremm:y, of " baasskap,” because it fears that any
effective or determined opposition will lose it the aliegiance of
its white members, The Church ix in ¢he deadly pgrip of fear,
it is mesmerised by the power it thinks it sees in the hands of
the Government : it sits patiently, like the mbbit before the
cobta, awaiting the nexe move and hoping (perhaps even
praying) for a diversion which will sliow it to scuctle o s
den unhazraed. _ ‘ ‘
In the meanwhile personal liberty has reached vanishing

4
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point, and thar human dignity which the Church is pledged to -
protect, can hardly survive, , )

“Tike a mighty army moaves the Churelt of God" we sing
with gusto and emotion. 'We do not believe & word of i, And
because we do ant believe a word of it, African Christians in
rhe next two generations will find it very hard indeed to juseify
their allegiance. : _
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WHEN THE Ministry for Feelesiastioal Affairs was set up In

- Germany on July Loth, 19335, ic was emphasised chue * Adolph
Hitler's Government does not fight againse Churches or
religious denorainacions. It rather gachers them under its wings
for protection, whenever chey have mental wsks 1o
pecform, .. " -

The Repore of the Biselen Commission on Native dueation
appointed in 1949 and providing the basis for che Baneo Edu-
cation Act said, amongst other things: “. . . the Commission
. . . expresses the opinion that the best resules are nhtainable in
education as elsewhere from co-operation and thar in scepting
public granes for educational purposes, the Churches become
che crustees a0d AGRNTS OF 'THE STATH whose business ie is o
educate the people. .. ' (E.R. para, 6G07)) ‘

In anocher context the cepore saret:  The nims of Baotu
education are the development of characrer und intellece, and
the equipping of the child for his forure work and surrounds
ings," a statemenc expanded and clarified by the Minister of
Native Affairs, D Verwoerd, when he suid in the Seaace:
* The school muse equip him (the native) o meec the deanads
which the economic iii]j: of South Africa WILL IMPOSE UpPOY
HIM . . . there is o place for the native in Buropean sociery
above the level of certain forms of labour.”

" The racial state,” wrote Adoipl Hider in his eatly days of
ebuflience, " must huild up its entice educativnal work in the

firse instance not on the pumping in of empty knowledge, but

un the development of mlti'xr fes.” i;igue‘ foal quotation

from Ds, Verworsd, revealing because it was made in the midse

of debate when inceoducing the Bill joself: ™ I wane o remind

ot Members that if the nadve in South Africa ro-day, in

any kind of school in existence; is being taoghe e expece thae
119 ‘ _
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he will live his adult fife under a policy of equal raghes, he o
making a hig mistake.” : : f g
 There can he no quescion thar, of wil apaetheid legidacdon
during the past eight yearz of Naouoalise nde, ohe By
Education Act is by far the muose smpustant and by Sur the o
deadly in its effect. Yet in face char Ace passedd shrough boty
Houses with the jreatest ease and with e mininmm of
apposition except from ane v cwer of the gative epreseu.
tives, ”{'n.d;w i hg:inﬂ i.m{‘&lt‘lﬂt“ﬂfﬁ* ciéu:smlly :ﬂ_\“kt very
swifdly all over rhe counery, Yot irs comseqitences witl be s
grave for the African peaple thae they may take & pesorition op
more to recover from thom.

One of the reasons why the Hants Bducarion Avp vaseed
so Hetle stir when it was passing theaugh is VAL MGt )
Pactiament was because so few white Seach Afeicans had any
real knowledge of the state of Afrivan sducatam snvhow, |
would puarantes chat mine vut of e, H oasked, would have
said chit the native schools were mm by the Cowerimene
Nine out of ten would have hasd nes conoeprion gielior of the
type of education given or the wedhiosd of bes Ssncimg o of
the colour of the reachers” skins. As | have afeeady siil efse.
where, the only real interest of the Inmapean in nsave oo
cation lies i chie master-servamt selsssandup . in the o
duction of a sufiwient standaed of lireewy Bos eficiens and
obedient subjection Ie i3 thercline unvessazy, o the fol)
implications of the Bunta Educetion Aot age o e amderssad,
to pive very brictly o potire of the siotaa as o was Pelfore
the Act came nto fogce on Aped D, 1955,

In the fiese place, atn comsepvative watmate, ans e than
one-thind of the African childeen of sehiod oseg age were wr
are) in school ar dl In masay dorrives the poogsarion is

- probubly nearer one inive "Chere o compudiey edovasipn
for the African amd of vourse m age Bt U ehose whio were
able to get into school, an exteemicly hish prooentage loh u
very low standurds I P8, for instance, over S g gene of
the children were in ehe subeatandanbc: wisly £ per v
were i standard six the top Form in the dlementary wlhoal)
The rason B s dosakae 1y e Bar s seveli, Bor b 8 socion
where fumilios are btege amd bcomes s, the wenter the
chilileen van po one o work, the g beer there will b we
relick ecomomically for e whole bowwholl, Mo aue, theie.
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-~ fore, could look with complacency on the existing stare of
affaits. There was need for immediuee action and reform,
There was oeed, above all, for gencrons Stateaid fnancinily.
(It is nor withoue signiticance die only £2,60 i spent annunlly -
on every African child of school-gaing age. The corresponding
figure for che Buropeaa child §s £43.84,) Certninly there was
need for reform, And those of us who had been involved in
African education, as superintendents of “ Mission ™ schooly, -
had been weging such refurm for many yoears withour avail.
We knew thar the pioneering days were over: thar it owas
fantastic o imagine thae any parely volunmiy orsanisadion,
sucht as a Church or @ Missionary Society, coold alone handle
or be responsible for the educating of a nation; still less of a
nation so avid for edweation as the African people. Yee, in face,
the position was thae in L1245 there were 4,300 Mission schoots,
and only 230 Government schools, and of those 230
Government  schools, fouc-fifths  had  been  Duile  only
within the previovs tweney years, The process had heen
what one would expect. Qver a bundred yeaes ago, when
Euzopean Missions stareed educacional work in South Africa,
they started ie alone. They had o erect the buildings: pay the
teachers ; superintend the schonl in every details ey o give w
it the particular Christian ™ colour ™ for which iv exiseed. :
As the years passed, so cheir standurds fmproved. From the
opensair lesson under the gumetree, they progressed w che
Kimberley-brick classroom with ane side open w the sun and
the wind, (There are in che country plenty of such schools w
this day.) Bue soos, as the demand increased and as it proved
chat the Afcican could ™ take ” educadon in 4 big way, it wis
obvious that far more money and far better aildings would be
required. The preac institndons like Lovedale, Marivonhill,
Adams and the rest hegan wr emerge nat only as buildings wirh
adignity of their own, bue as schools with a character, as plaes
where names spelt readition, And from rhose schoals, Africans
also emerged with ideals moulded in the pacern of Western:
Chiristinn culture and with” ambitions . . . with ambitions, . ..
Meanwhile the provess of fndusteialisation in Souch Africa, as
everywhere else in the modern world, bad crenwad a permanent
and growing African populdation in the geeat ciries. Johannes
burg and the Reef at firse, then Dueban, Pore Elizabeth, Bt
Yondan, all acted as magnets and drew chousands of labourers
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from the scorched and eroded connteyside ro the vinl, vigor
ous and often vicious towns, Schools again became an evsential
- endeavour for all Christian bodies working in the urban. areas.
Thonsands of pounds were invested in buildings and thonsands
of hours in the work of superintendence, It was noe until 1925
~ ¢chie any considerable sums were voted by the State ro aid cthe
missions 10 their colossal endeavours. From that date onwards,
However, every mission received grants-in-aid aod correspond-
Cing Sate conesol began to be exercised.  From haphaaard
heginnings & system was developed wherehy each of the l:mlr
Provinces was responsible for the supervison of ity African
" schools, for the syllabuses taught therein, and for the inspector-
ate. Money was voted by the Stace to each Provinee for this
purpose, The newer system fell under the contral ‘af the
Minister of Education. Bur in face pracrically all capiral ex-
penditure on buildings: the addicion of new schools or pew
clags-rooms: the day-wo-day administration of the instieutions
still rested with cthe Missions. Whereas no Mission could
continue to exist wichoue State-aid (teachers’ salavies and schoot
equipment being its chief purpose), ninety per cent of Akrican
education was, at every level from Primary oy teacher-rtining,
in the hands of one or other of the missionary bodies—unil
March 31st, 1955, That ic was hc){weleﬁsiy inadequate o the
present situation no one, lease of all the Christian missiosary,
would wish to deny. At the beginning of every yeir we had the
heartbreaking task of mening away thouwsands of children from
our schools bacause there was no oom for them. We had o
watch the melancholy effects of & fearfnl avercrowding in the
classrooms, particulacly in the lower peades. We knew thac
many of our buildings were far coo primitive for the neads of
to-day, yet we simply had nac the money with which o replice
them, We tried to cope with the tragady of the sut-nbschon)
* child by scarting afterncon schools, for which the parenss paid
fees, and out of these fews teachers’ salaries of & sore could be
met. _

In the meanwhile the African people themselves were
determined to meet the situation somehow: 1o see to it if
-they possibly could, thar dheir childeen received somp
educ.cion, however mesgre. Empty gariges: disused chuech
halls: the backeyards of private houses becume privare schiols,
By = scrange irony, there were quite & large number of teachers
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out of work, because, although only o thize of the children were
in school, there were no schools for the rest o go to. Teachers
were there: classrooms were pot. Many women, tained for
the teaching profession, accepred salaries of X2 10s. o 23 a
mooth and tanght the children o thelr private schools. They
had to be herolc in rheir sense of vocation : nothing else wouold
have held them to their cask. Many times | huve gone round
w the school in Tucker Sceeer, an old crumbling red-brick.
chapel; its windows broken, its wonden floor corving and
cracking under the weighe of childeen sicting there, o hundred,
two hundred perhups, dieir staces in theie hands, no desks, no
benches, no blackboards, no books. . .. Just the reacher sicting
at & rickety wouden table, trying ro bold dheie arcencion, . . .
“Say after me .. CAT . Lsayin .. Theee are ac this |
present moment, and in spite of the peaaleies now imposed by
law on illicit private schools, thonsands of African chilciren who
will owe their lituracy at least to this souggling and nore-
warded band of women, '

Such was the situacion at che end of the first centory or so of
missionary seengele in the Geld of African educadion, It pre-
sented an exceediogly prim prohlem: bur it had its encourag-
ing fearares. v was quite clear thae, given the opportunity, the
African school could produce ¢he goods: not in grear numbers,
obviously, for chere were always enormous obstacles, econo-
mic and otherwise, w overcome. But & steady seream of cul-
tured (s opposed w merely © educated ")y Africans was leaving
the schools, procesding o Fore Hare or the Witwaterstand or
Cape Town Universities and beginning to make its mark on
society, We ac Se Peter's, Rosettenville, hinl been the first
school in the Trapsvaal at which Africans could take Matric,
That was in the early 1930, Already we had produced priests,
doctors, lawyers and teachers of high qualiey by any standards,
One of our Oid Boys is presencly Lecturer in Applied Mathe.
matics ac Fore Hare, and was described by his tutor as one of |
the most brilliane machematicians he bad ever taght, Bue
every Mission Institution of any size could boast a similar
record, Qur problem lay not so much i turning ot the men
and women who could. make progeess in che professions: it
lny in finding the opporeusity (and that meant the money ek
the opening) for such fulfilmenr. The worst days in the year
for me were slways thove at the end nf the exams, when the
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children whom I had known and loved at school came to ask
me what they were o do nexe . ., what they conld do o furcher .
their studies . . . what profession they could make their gwn.
But that is another story, and in a sense this book {s ¢ comment
apon it also. : '
.. 1 have tried to show, as fairly as T can, the background of
the Bante Iducpcion Act. And surely, on any ac all objective’
“analysis of that background, three things emerge quite clearly :

~ First the face char, apace from missionwry effore, there
would have been no African edacadion in South Africa ar all.
Secondly the face thae, by 1930-40), the pioneering work
of the missions had been done and the position reached
where Seate schools and far more generous State subsidis-
ation were bhoth essential if progress were to be maintained,
Thicdly the fact that, in equity, the Missians lad che
right to guard what they had so laboriously won for the
African people: an educational syscem which, however im-
perfece, was based npon the Christian faith itself and ehe
traditions of Western Christian culoure and civilisation,

In 1949, the Government appointed 2 commission on
Native ducation, and its Chairman was Dr. W, W. M. Biselen,
a former Chief Inspector of Native Bducation in the Trans-

“vaal. No single missionary, and no one representing the
mission schools, was a member of the commission. Neidier, of
conrse, was chere any representacive of the African people. The
commission spent some two years heating evidence, and whea
its report was fssued it was & massive volume of over two
hundred foolseap pages printed in double columis, No one
could criticise the thoroughuess sor the factual accusacy of the
teport, It gave a complete and most exhaustive statement of
the history of African educacion. :

As soon as there had been rime for digestion, che South
African Institute of Race Relations spomsored a conference ae-
the University to consider the findings. 1 was present at the
Conference, which was notable for the eminence of its speakers
and chairman: notable also for the apparent unwilliogoess of
the Goversment to send anything like n represencative group;
natable also for che unaninous refection of the busic prﬂ::igﬁm
undeclying the report, .'
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"In general,” ran the summary of Aims of Banon Edueation,
“the fupction of education 15 w transmit the culture of o
society from its more mature o ity immantre members, and
in so doing develop their powers " (para. 754), and again;
* fdueation must be co-ordinated into a definite and carefully
planned policy for the development of Bantu sociedes *; and
again: *"The Bancu child comes o sehnol with a basic physical
and psychological endowment which differs . . . 5o slighely if
at all (italics mine) from chae of the Buropean child that no
special provision bas to be made in educational theory or
basic aims.” It was noc difiule for che skilled and highly ex-
perienced educationalises raking pare in the conference w poine
out che strange concadicrions of a repore which, on the one
hand emphasised so scongly the need to preserve * tradisional
Bantu cutrure * and on the other could nor produce any cons
crete evidence that that culcure-exisced or was wacth preserving,
It was not haed, either, co criticise that amazing paradnx which,
with one voice procluimed thae the African child had no rea
physical or psycholugical difference from- the Buropein and
with another shouted more agsressively thae the cype of edu-
cation given to the one was tatally unsuitable o the other.

The Eisclen Repore was condemned, however, not so awch
for the deeailesd propasals for reform which it sdvocated, many
of which are nl! obvious meric and indeed a necessicy, The
Ingtitute of Race Relarions~-u body which i§ very widely rep-
resentative of “ liheral " apition in South Africa, and which
could mae be called specifically Chrisdan in ies approach-=<an-
demned the Repore for irs basic assumpeions. [t was these
that were wrong, and that, if sced apon, could give a wrong
bias to educntion for generations.  What, then, e these
assumptions?  Whae is dheir inherent evil? They can really
be reduced o one quite simple stacement; a statement wiich,
[ feel sire, neither Dr, Biselen noe D Verwoerd will gquarrel
with, In'sum, che Giselen Repore recommended, aod the Baow
Lducation Act implemeated the creadon of o new form of
educacion in South Africa, It was © be ¢alled " Bantu Bdue
cation.” It was ro be sepurate enciredy from Educadon ieself,
To make thae sepaeation, it was to be geared int 2 whole new
Pln for Baoen Development, of which it would be but one
glement; imporeant, bue secondary, o the whole scheme.

To muke quite certain thae " Bantn Bducation * would be of
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a new and other parencage chon Eduention, the Minister rése
ponsible for it would aoc be the Minister of Rducation bug, of
couse, the Minister of Native Affairs. In orber words, the -
Banm Edueation Act-and che Eiselen Commission Report on
which it 18 based, are the esential and absolucely logical
cotoflary of the apartheid policy of South Afeica. Icis exsen-
tial to that policy, because unless you can begin by indocerinat:
ing the childeen you will have lirdle hope of persuading the
adule, If, ns I believe, aparcheid is itself subardinae to the jden
of “ white supremacy now and always” it is cereainly most
necessary to stare with the young: the younger the better. It
is logical, to0, to use the ecducational machinery provided for
you in a way most certtin to discredit thase who have provid
(it: by assuning the African thac the missionnry way making
such & mess of things thar it needed 1 benevolent Guvernment
to clear it up: o give you what che Chueches were not able, or
were got willing to give—an education suited to the Bunw
environment, conditioned by che Bantu tradicion, bused as fa
as possible upon Bantu tribal ethics. Such an education must
necessarily, as Dr. Verwoerd said in the Senate in Jone, 1954,
“stand with both Eeer in the Resecve” It musc also be froed,
once for all, from che malign inlluence of Christian Missions.

- The Bantu Education Acc is a shore docuwrnene. It states lictle
beyond che fact that, from che date of its enacement, the cangrel
of African educacion puasses 1w the Departmene of Nacive
Affairs, :

In August, 1954, all Mission Superimendents received ehe
Grst of a number of official circulars seating bow that transfer
would eake plage. It amounted to an wldimacam, for the choiee
given to the Missions was a strople one. By December, 1954,
the Mission Schools and Insticutions muse either hand them-
selves over entirely w the Stee und lose their ideneiry as
Mission' Schools, or they. must. aceept & cut in subsidy which
would allow them cemporadily to continue in exisence it
which would, in a shore while, be so exceaded s to reduce the
subsidy to nothing. No Texcher Training Inscications could
continue under the control of Missions, Mo privare schools
could exist withour the permission of the Minister, Heavy
penalties would be imposed on any individusl or group
attempring to evide the regulacions, This clrculue was, in
-effect, the deach of Africen Mission Schools. We, at 5t, Pater's,
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had already discussed our plans in the light of the Eiselen

Repore. We knew what we should do, and within & week of
receiving our circular we had notified the Government of our
intention to close the school. We were fully aware of what we
were dolag and of the hardship and suffering it would involve
for many of our children aod teachers. Yet we believed chat
only by demonstrating in & clear and unmistakable fashion our -
apposicion to the whole basis of the Act could we best continue
to serve the African people. We could neither accept the -
principle of apartheid education, nor assist in its implementa-

tion in any way. SR S

I wrote an aeticle for che Saer and subsequeatly a pamphlet
called The Death af a School, in which I tried co explain the
position to che public: a public almost totally upaware of the
issues involved, and, where awure of them, almose totally
apatheric.

In the meanwhile che various Christian bodies were meeting
and expressing their views on the subject. Five months was
not fong for makiog up one's mind on how to meer this new
and crushing development. It was not unlike the position of
the patienr awsiting the amputation of both legs and being
told ac the same time thae he must look for a new job. Tvery
Chureh aurhority in the countey, with the single exception of
the Dutch Reformed Church {which, to do it justice, had con-
sistently wrged Staee conrrol for alt Mission schools), condemned
the Act and the measures which Bowed from the Act. The
Minister was approached direetly and indirectly by the differ
ent Churches and urged o reconsider his decisions. The tragic
mistake, a8 1 shall always believe, hy in the failure of the
Churches to act cogether. 1 am convinged thae had, say, the
Methodists, the Roman Catholics, the Presbyterians and the
Anglicans united for once on this single issue: had dhey
approached the Prime Minister and staged that, In conscience,
they could not co-operate in the implementation of the Act, ac
laast some major concessions woukl have been won,

- Whilst each Church, individually, protested, srpued againse
and condemned the rape of its sehools; none, apparently, could
take the initintive in ueging « total refusal to surrender. A few
institucions followed the saume line as St Peter’s. The rese
pursued a policy of " wait and see”” Already, from within the
Mission camp, voices were heard whispering the insidious and
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fatal fallacies which so many easy were longing w hear, " After
all, it may not work out so badly. ... The inspectons are-good
men, . .. YVerwoerd does nor have anything w do with the
working our of the plan. . .. African teachess won't Thaust
inferiotity. . . . Anyhow, what can we do?™ It wis the voice
of Vichy, It is that voice which, by and Large, bas F;fqvmimi,
Although the Anglican Church had condemned the Ace ag
heastily as every other Christian body, when it cume o the
* poine of deciding how to transhate her opposition i reslicy,
ko was another story. o ’
Of course we were pliwed in a cruel dilemma; a dilemmn gll
the more couel because it involved muking decisions which.
would affect the lives of chiklzen, of those whu coukl have no
possible part in the decisions or m their effece. I we refusedd 1o
hand over our school buildings o che Government, thousands
of children would be on che sereee. I we accepred the em-
-poray subsidy, we could neither afford 0 keep the mujaricy of
our schools apen, nor could we envisage any hope of connn-
wance when the subsidy was withdeawn G I957, ax we now
know). Moreover, we would simply be asduing the Govern-
mene by making ic casier for them to rke coneral, giving them
time to prepare their sdministrarive machivery. In the ewd,
every diovese of the Anglican Chuech in South Afnica sive vne
—Johannesburg-~capitulated to the denunds of the Goverss
ment. It was beceer, said che Archbishop of Cape Tow, for
children o have a roteen education than pone ar ull,

With the exceprion of the Roman Catholic and Seventh Dy
Adventist Churches, every other misvonary bindy ok the
same line. Iv would be mosr presumpamus and most sinpees
tinent to pass fudgment oo any of them for so doing. Tam pee.
sonally convinced, however, and every day thar passes deepens
my coaviction, that the Bishop of Johannesbhurg was pghr
History, 1 believe, will endorse my opinion and will vigdivate
his conrageous and lonely stand on principle. '
~The Jobannesburg Diocese: St Peters School, and one o
- two other Instintions (aotably Modderpoore i che Froe Seate
and Adam's in Natal) have chosen the patle of > death wuh
honour.” For duing 50 we have been soundly rated not only by
Stace Informagion otheers (that was only o be expeeeal) bt
by many of our fellow-Cheistians and by mos of duse wh,
a fow months ago, were lowdest in their wondemaation ot the
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Bantu Education Act, The hardest thing, perhaps, in the world,
is to stand by the principle to the end ams{’ " having done all, to
stand.” It is made much harder when one is cughe ap ino the
deep and biteer sulfering of the people one loves most dearly,

The suffering of the African people through the Bansu
Bducation Ace is peculiarly hard both o assess and to deseribe,
Perhaps L um in a8 good & position a3 any Buropean to toy to do
so: and ic is most imporcant that someone should try, for it is
freely claimed by the Government thar Bantu Education is not
only most rccepeable to the African peisple bur thag they them-
selves have said so. It is possible o point to che frcr that che
transference of schools has mken place with liede rouble; that
the boycott orpanised by the African Nadonat Congeess hus
failed, except in one or two centres; that the parents have
themselves refused to take part in the boyoort; that the school
boards, composed of Africans, are beginning to gee down (o
work; that in public speeches vasious wachers of saading have
acclaimed che Bantu Educacion Act and have rejoiced ac che
end of missiopary contral. The Information Olfice of the
Deparement of Native Affairs has devaced o grear deal of time
and energy to the whole issue, and both in Souch Africa and
oversens the propumada loe i tae the African peaple, if jefe
to themselves and the Government, would be more than cone
tent wich ¢he Banu Educasion Acn It is onldy wication, * liber-
alists 7 {a gew and now familive erm of abused and 7 mis-
puided cleries,” who creace opposition sod miseeuse. What is
the truth? ‘

As I have already tried o make clear, no ong dares to chim
that Mission schools were perfect, were oven within measurable:
distance of perfecrivn. There were cortainly vxvelenr peasons
“for reform. Bur, most of all, there were excellene reasons for o
more generous fnungial policy which would have enabited the
Missions to equip themselves for their colosa] sk more ade-
quately. There was, oo, a time which T remember well, when
teachers were dissatisficd net only with their sdaries bue also
with their conditions of service i mission schouls, They had
many reasonis for such dissatisfaction. Hue there was nevey 2
time when it was possible t compare Government schools, aid
conditiony in those schools, with Misson skhaals: far by and
large, Government schools did noe exise, -

it is, therefore, of some sigoitivaice that aday, in Sophie-

NY(L ) i
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town, where there are many schools now opemti
Bantu Bducation aurhority, there is #n opport
comparison. Qur Anglican school closed in obe
Bishop's decision to refuse co-operation with Go
re-opened a month later-as o éprivutc school, wit!
and therefore had to charge 8 tee of cen shillings |
otder to pay its teachers, In spite of the Fxer that
all the other schools is free, this school has an ste
hundred children and a waising list as Jong again,
The truth is char the parents have no choice: o
are faced with the same ideous dilemma: * Bane
or the street. The African National Copgress, fi
immense difliculties and the problem confronting
decided nevercheless to urge a wotal boyoote of al
was to be left 0 each arew to decide on the ¢
moment for this action. In certain places, Alexand;
Brakpan, Western Native Township, Germiston,
the Reef), the boycote was considerable, Thousand
seayed away from school on a particular day, in g
after all, a techniyue not unknown in other count
“in South Africa absolutely wichin the law, for they
pulsory educavion. Nevercheless, Lr Verwoerd
regard the boycocr as an ace of rebellion. The sey
children who took paee in v were told thar they «
allowed in any school again, The parents of
children were warned thar say Ffurther attemp
demonstration would lead o permuanent exclision
for any children allowed to ake part in-it, School
the boycotr lost their teachees’ sulary pranes, and
lose their jobs.

In face of such drastic measures, it owas sma
wonder that the boyeorr as & whole failed w
plead that children are always polivically innoce
avail with the Government of South Africa, Boy
a crime because it means opposition w Governi
The African child is penalised in the way thae hy
deprivation of schooling, because he s involved
against aparcheid, _

In cercain areas the boycore was effecrive. For
schools were empty, Some seven thousand childre
“oue of the classrooms wnd their teachers were
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children (or rather their parents) were wld thar they muse not
attend school again. Teachers were wasned by the Government
not to accept - boyeows " childeen in their institations, The
door of education must be closed in punishment for the crime
- of rebellion-~of rebellion not against law, but agaiost Dr, Ver.
woerd. Not fong afcer all this had happened, I'went to see for
myself whae was being done for these children—innocents who
had now been driven permanently on to the steeets of cheir
locations to join the already vase mass of ont-of-school Africans,
1 weat first t0 Benoni, one of the older African locarions on the
Reef. I drove into the heart of che ownship and stopped the
car outside a dilapidated building which had ooce heen a
cinemst. Wich Robert Resha, 8 Congress leader in the Western
Arens, | envered the buoilding, It was very dack, Whar lighe
chere was filcered dhcongh two holes high up in the walls,
where bricks had been removed just for that purpose. Az firse
ir was impossible to see: my eyes bad to grow accustomed to
" the gloom. Then, gradually, the lighc fell upon & muss of heads;
upon & crowd of children of all sizes, of all ages, gathered -
round a table. Seated ar che table was 8 young African woman,
crying to demonsteate some game: crying 10 keep fifty, o hoa-
dred children interested: or at least quier. There were two or
thees other groups plaging round the ball, or sitting on the
dusty floor arranging letters into an alphabet, or juse sitting,
... There was no blackboard: chere were no school-buoks:
there were no benches. . .. This was 2 " Cultaral Club,” and
such things as would equip & school would immediately make it
illegal, At Brakpan, o few miles farcher on, the Coltaral Club
was meeting in the open air. Ay we drove up 1o the square,
there was & shoue und o rush of childeen~—the enrolment thar
moraing was over five hundred—-all wich cheir thumbs raised
in the Congress salute. Five or six ex-teachers had organised
them inte groups. They were playing games: making dolls
“out of pipe-cleaners: kniceing: sewing: even mending shoes.
Here, 0 at Benoni, there was haedly any squipment tor club
work: nothing that could suggest a school, Yo there was an
élan, & vitality abour the whole place which was infeceious,
" When our children paxs the childeen from the Bamen Bdus
cation School,” siid one of the orpanisers, they put cheir
thurmbs up aad cry out * Verwaerd, Verwoerd ., ' Defore we
lefe Brakpan, the thildres were brought wyether fnm & semis
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circle to sing to us, This, of course, is n familinr enough ending
10 every " official ¥ visic to & school in Aftica. 5o were the tunes
we heard Only the words were different, " There ace only
two ways for Africa,” they sang, " one way leads to Congress,
and one way to Verwoerd, . .." We drove away still hearing
the chosus of their last song, sung with greac gusto and nbvious
enjoyment: " Down withh Bantu Education, Down with Ban
‘ E:{ucmian. .. Same of che singers were only seven years old,

At present it is a very small minority, both of teachers and
pareats (and consequently of children) who openly ofpose the
Bantu Education Act, or at least who are prepared o risk
penalties for doing so.

The Government claims o have won the suppore of the
great majority of Africans for the new sysrem. It bases it
claim on the fact that the new school boards are beginning w
funcrion: on the fact that {mrenrs, us & whole, bave refased
to take part in boyeotts and on the continued acceptance by
~ most of the teachers of their new stawus.

I am convinced, however, that the Bancu Education Ace and
its implementation are the beginaing of a resistnce movement
amongst the African people: thar, however outwardly come

liant they may be, there burns beneach the surface o fire of
gerc:f: resentment which, one day, will gee our of conmeol, It
" cagnot be otherwise, “ Banta Bducation ™ is one of the chief
instruments of a policy of racistism whose avowed tim is the
establishment of an enduring white supremacy. It is, indeed,
an education for servinde. But it has come too lare. It has
come when, after more than & century of Christian educadion,
the door is already apen to & wider and fréer world of vision,
It will eake more than Dr. Verwoerd to close thae dur,



CHAPTHR TEN
OUT DAMNED SPOT

It 18 the morning of Febraasy 10ih, 1955, 1stand once again |
where 1 have stood so many times before, at the Jow altar step
in St. Mary Magdalene’s chapel in the Church of Chirist the
King, Saphiatown, We begin the Prepatadon: "1 will go
unto the alear of God .. . even into the God of my joy and
gladaess. ., . Qur help standech in the name of the Lord. . .,
Who hinth made heaven and eacch. ., " I notice it is Michael
who kneels beside me o make the respoases . ., bow many
times has he knelt just there in the past years? . .. And behind
me, T know withoue looking, there will be Seth Pilave, who
never misses hix daily Mass, there will be pechops ten or fifteen
members of the Guild, there will be che Sisters and some of the
servers. . .. I is still dack outside, for it is only five o'clock
and another hour to sunrise. Noemally I would know exactly
the appearance of the sereee outside, the familiae sounds of
dawts in Saphincown, the firse sceps of men walking dowx the
hill to che bus seop; che clop-clop of the horsey ny they draw ald
Makudn's etre our of is yard for another day's coal-hawkingy
a baby crying, n cock crowing, distane voives o8 peaple grest
each other in the halflighe, : :
But to-day is not normal: not at all. In face, T am saying
Mass an hour eacly because it is " che Day ", because it is the
begianing of the end of Sophistown: becamie from now
nothing will ever be the same again in this liede corner of
South Africn: because to-day che grene comoval is heginning,
and all che people I know and the howses they live in will soon
he scartcrecf and Sophiatown - itself will crumble inc dust,
“The Word was made flesh and dwelt smong vz wnd we-
beheld His plory, the glory of the only begotren by the Fathes,
full of grace and trath.” ¥ walk back to the saeristy and unvest;
say my thanksgiving for this blessed and muse strengehening
food, then out, i thy mmeh ;‘:iy the gate there is uleeady o
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little group of men, waiting. They are African r.‘:orggspcmdmm
of many of the British and oversens ntlawspaﬁmrs. Thete seem
w0 be dozens of cameras, though it is still so dark that a rhmw
graph would be hard to ger. A light rain 1 falling, Swddealy,
?zam the corner ot of sight, where Bdward Road mewes Ray
Street down the dip, there comes n soundd I have never hgars:i
in Sophiatown before, It is the noise of men marching. The
 staccato * Hep, Hi, Hep .., Hep, Hi, Hep . ./ gerting tonwder;
and in 2 moment chey breast the hill and drmlv tovid v.:u:i: us. A
flash-bulb goes off. A detachment of African police under
European command marches ragpedly but purposelutly pase
us, down the hill. Peaple appear from their houses in che dark-
ness and stand, chactering bue subdued, o warch this new and
anfamiliar sight.

I walked with Douglas Brown of the Dafly Tolegraph and
Leonard Ingalls of the New York Timer, down Victorin Road
to see what was heppening, It was beginning o ger lighr, but
the rain was coming down hard. The bus queues were already
forming, and as we passed, many of the men gave the Congress
sign, and greeted me cheerfully, One or two others ran across
the road and shook me by the hand. [t ail looked very normad.
It was only when we got to Toby Street thar we begaa 1o under-
stand how things were shaping: that we koew for certain thae
the REMOVAL, o long tal&md aboue, so often and so fercely
debated, had actually begun, On the broad bele of prase
between the Buropean suburb of Westdene and Sophictown
{we called thar sceip * che Colour Bar ") a whole fleet of Army
lorries was drawn up: a grim sight aguingt she grey, watery
sky. Lining the whole streer were thousands of police, bath
white and black: the former armed with ritles and revalvers,
the latter with the usuak assepai. A few Sten gons were in
position at various points, A V.LP. car, corgaining the Come
- missioner of Police and a mabile wireless unit (which we afrers

wards discovered was in houdly conmee with the Mutister in
Cape Town) patrolled up and down " Where are they
beginning?” *In the yard opposite the bus station, ut the
botwin of Toby Streer. , .. Let’s go. e was & fantstic sight.
-1t looked more like a filmeset for an " aemospheric " Tulian
film chan anything real. In the yard, military lordes were
drawn up, Already they were piled high wich the pathetic pos-
sessions which had come From the cow of romns in the bak-
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gound. A rusty kitchen stave: a few blackened pots and
pans: & Wicker chair: muattresses helehing out cheir oois-
sfiog: bundles of heaven-knows-what, and peaple, soaked,
all soaked to the skin by the drenching rain. Above this scrange
and depressing crowd, pecched on wp of the van of & police
ruck, were more cumersts filming the scene below, [ delibers
acely put my arm round Robert Resha's shoulders und looked
up at the camera. " Move away there , ., you've no right here
.- get oug, I'm celling you ., clear vut of this yaed.” One
olficer wits iny a furious cemper. Pothaps it was the min, bue
think it was che sight of me, with my aem oa an Afsican
shonlder. T'his man made « rusts at one of the cameramen who
was trying to gec a shot of him: pushed his cunera away and
might easily huve broken it. We walked up che streer. When-
ever I stopped a litede group of Afrcans guhered round me.
They were OUR prople. Bur as soon as 1 started chatging,
plicenan would come up and order me o mwove o The
Minister of Justice had inmposed & ban on all satherings, A
dht in the serees with a Few friends was 1 pathering, | moved
on, and the process was repeated 4 bundred yards farther
o, ‘
The fiese Jorries began to awve off for Meadowhunds eight
miles away €0 the wese, The rain poured down, The removal
wus definicely under way. Two thousand police, armed; many-
foreign corcespondents; dozens of photographers: 1 ol han
on all gacherings, including (s was thowghe at the tme) ageend-
ance at & church service, Al ehix, o effecr 2 slumeleanioce
scheme which would be of lasting benefie 1o the ¥ patives ™
ol this to carey throngh a plan whivh anyane could see 1o be a
good plan; all this excremnent wnd fuss and publiyy aver
project which, w any sensible Furupean in South Africa was
a coying necessity it white civilisition was w be preserved,
What was it all abour? What were the principles involved?-
What was the Western Areas Removal Scheme anyway? These
questions must be answered here in view of e immense
interest shows in this soatterdby the world ae large, Noshing,
since Michael Scote’s revelations abone Eaeming conditions
a Bethal, has made so prest an smpast on the mrernationat
Press. Yoo oty when the removal ol GO8RE people 10
Meadowlards ix proceeding rapislly, and Sophiarawn begins to
Jook like w bliczed area in Lostba, the maral and ethical ime
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plicacions of this scheme are barely understood, and i once
they were debated, they are now forputten, Yer I helteve that
the Western Areas Removal Schemeto give it its oflwinl
pame—will one day be recognised us a major iswue of race-
relations in South Africa, We would do well to leatn che
jessons it has to teach. . .. _

In the first place, the Removal Scheme is 0o new iden. ke
“was not aven the iovention of che Nationalist Governmene. It
emerged as soon ns che white suburbs of Johannesburg bugan-
to spread westward wad w make their firse contacr with old
Tobiansky's “ mixed * eseate, It is now fifty years since Sophia-
rown was first occupied by Africans, It is over forty since New-
clare (which is part of the Western Arcas) was established and
whites were specifically restricted from residing in the Town-
ship. It is nearly forty fe:trs since the Johannesburg Town
Council was so convinced of the oon-Furopean natire of that
part of the city that it buile its own locadon, the Wescern
Native Township, in the heart of the aren, and ringed iv with
an iron fence. By 1920, no one would have questioned e
fact that Sophimtown, Martindale and Newclare were and
always would be black, And by 1920 the industrial expansion
of Johannesburg had also begun, and the Afeicans drawn into
the city as its labour force needed homes. They found them, a5
they must, in Sophiatown and its acighbourhood, What was
more important to many of chem, they found an oppurtunicye
rare indeed in urban Africo—for investment in real estare,
Instead of living in o municipally-owned location, they could
live pn their own plot in their own homes, And dheir children,
‘and their children’s children could live there wo, Frechald
rights, even if amenities svere lacking, were worth having
That was undoubtedly one of the geeat aeeractions of Sophia-
“rown. The other was irs neieness t the ciy. [nstead of spend:
_ ing time and money on tanspore, a3 those who lived way ow
at Pimville Locadon had to do, they were within cpding
distance of their work. Altogether ic was o pood plice w be,
combining the freedom of the country with the convenience of
the town, And it was heilthy, too, for it sood high on o hdge -
- of rock and you could look wway towitrds Pretosin over open,
rolling country, where fresh broezes blew, The only problems,
s the years passed, was that of overcrowding.  Imdusery
continved tw expand, particularly when Souch Africa went off
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old, " Labeur was needed for the facrories and the business

ouses of the city Ina big way. And it had to be black labous,
for that alone was boch cheap and plentiful. Unfortunately i
“did not occur o Johannesburg citizens thae the labpue force
also bad o live somewhere, had o have houses. One of the
effects of the race situacion in South Africa has always been
thac blsndness. Labour is labour: it is nor human, if ic is black..
It must be thete, stnding ceady in your factory or your kicchen, .
ot your office, bue ic must make no demands for the necessities
of rife: a roof-rree or an income laege enongh to suppore che
home, Tt musc have strong muscles for the job: bue how they
are to become strong is its own concern. It must have clean
clothes and a tidy appearance in your home: but ir-doesn't
matter where or bow it is ta get the water for washing or the
space for drying. So Johannesburg buile its factories, its flats
and its fup-fairs: it forgot to build houses for irs African
citizens, And Sophintown, with ics cighteen hundred " stands,”
began ro erack at the seams with its growing populacion
There was some relief when another municipal Jocation at
Orlando was started, But chat was needed faxr more rapidly
than it was buile. The density of population in Sophiatown.
continued 1o increase every year, even though new families
moved into Orlando as soon as cie houses weee linished : even
chough there was soon 2 waiting-list of thousands registered
. with the civic auchoricies for vacane homes, o

The expunsion of Jobanoesburg wis nos reseeicted to its
nos-Buropean labour fores, The white population, o, in-
creasech, deawing men from the country by the same economic
forces which have operated in every part of che world sinee che
induscrial revolution. And ir chose to spread westward, New
suburhs sprang up beyond: Berreicastown: Brixton, Newlands,
Westdene: an encirclement of the non-Edropean nrea had
begun. Whice wetising vccupied these suburbs for the mose
part: and in Westdeoe they were predominantly Afrikanes,
By a strange irony, the group most scongly andi-African
(because it hay nwse to fear from African comperition) oc
cupied houses only a Fow yards from the last sereet in Sophia-
town and looked across a serip of geassae the homes which
hadd been established theve, By 1947 the frst sounds of bacle
were heard, sad by 19349 a city couticillor whose constiruency
abutted om Sophintown demunded the total remaval of all non
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- Buropean “ settlements ” in the Western Arens. Bug in view of
the total failure of the City Council o build houses fasr enough
~anywhere in Johannesburg to meec the needs of che African
labour force, and also in view of the dermmands made an the
country by the wat, noching was done, In 1944,  year aftee my
arrival in Sophintown, the Council approved in principle the.
removal of all Africans and coloureds From the aren. Dut nio.
attempt was made in the following yeats o implement
the scheme, and no attempt was made either to proceed with
slomeclearance or to build sufficient houses for those who
desperately needed them. It was during the period 1944-1949
that the shanty town emerged, and it was during thae period
also that the number of African families without any proper
home reached catnstrophic proporcions, The ides of uproosing
sixty thousand people who at least had # roof over their
heads became ludicrous in view of che vast nass of the home.
less who had to make do with shacks and shanties all round
the western perimeter of the city,

The “ problem " of the Western Areas was added o all the
other * problems " of South Africa. But busically che issue was:
dead simple, It was just this: that white Johanneshury had
encroached upon black Johannesburg, and 50, natmally, black
Johannesburg must move on. MUST MOVE ON, That is why
the Western Areas Scheme is %o terribly importane w che
Cheistian: or rather, why it oughe to be. An African frechold
township, established for fifty yeurs, can be uprooted sad wocally
destroyed, because it is contiguous with a European subugh,
The question of right or wrong does not have any relevance.

"The stoty of Nuaboth's vineyard rings no bell. Arguments
soundly based on economics, or wwa-planning and on history,

~ have no meaning whatsoever, IF a black township stands where

. & white suburb wants o stand, the township must go. We can
think up a justification for it afterwards, _

. When the Malan Government was returned w, power In
1948, it wasted no time In elevazing the Westera Areas Scheme
to the level of nations importance. Mag, Mentz, MP, speak-

. ing in the House of Asse:miaf{\ stared solemnly that " chere i
not 4 single strand of barbed wire between my consdtuency
(Westdene) and Sophistown.” Obviously such an appalling
danger to Europenn securicy could pot be allowed w ¢ontinue
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any longer. The City Council was vrdered o gae 2 move on,
nd to implement ity recommendacions of 1944, '

It should nor be forgoteen thac during the long yeats wheg -
cHie removal scheme was under discussion by the authorities, it
s never once discussed with the guc;uplfz who were going to

g removed; with the racepuyers of Sophistown wha, though
shey puid their raes, hud a0 veher wntace with the municipal
auchosities & whom they paid them than the privilepe of
P ing. For neatly ewenty years the threuc lad lwing over the

estern Areas. Those who had invested their savings in homes
for themselves and their children might lose everything:
chose who w;mtc.-dl some security, some assucance of o hiture,
dared noe risk basing it on such shifting foundations. Always,
in those years, we were Living in a plce which was besieged
the forees of fear and uncertinty, It was this, added o the
overcrowding, which imposed shum condidons on an aren
swhich, in every possible respece, was most suited o be and to
remainsn African subueh, [t is noc much of an encouragement
o improve your property i, any morning, you open your
newspaper and see heacdlines,  Western Areas Plag Approved ;
Blick Spots to be Removed” T am convinced, from my expec-
jence in Sophiatown, that a geeae deal of che ceime and of the
juvenile delinquency was dicecely due to chis sanse of insecuricy.
1f you're going to lose what you've got anyhow, why worry oo
anich abour other peoples’ eighes and property? Boe that i
another story.

Our chi&! difliculty tn fighcing the removal was cwolold, In
clse ficst place we had @ demaod, and 1o go on demanding, «
gcnuine slwnclearance scheme. Thae is qy say, the build ing of
houses in a suthciene number ar Oilando or clsewhere o make
it possible for the subrtennnes of Sophiacown to move out and
thus reduce the densicy of populution to ressonshle proportions.
On the other hand, we h;ul} 1o keep the citizens of Johnnnesburg
awake to the plain- troth that the Government's scheme was
not slum-clearance but robbery: wbbery careied oot in the
ineerests of and under pressure From the neighbouring white |
suburbs: o political manceuvee. The South African Instituee
of Race Refarions cabled & conferenve in Auguxe, 1953, o
which fifty-one - organisations  sent - representatives,.  The
Government and the City Council were alw invited 1o ateend.
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Both refused, “ Such a conference,” said the Secretary of Stare
for Native Affairs, “ should not take placa ., ., . it will nor s my
~ opinion secve any useful purpose,” Obviously, as in every other
issue affecting the African people, the Government had s ine
tention of consultation and 0o desire o hear their poine of
view, THEY MUST MOVE. Being natives, the Govermnment
always koows what is best for them, and dues ir, -
Soon after chis, a group of us, including Helen Nawid,
formed the Western Areas Protest Committee, of which T was
. the chairman, and wene into the fight for the conscience of
Johannesburg. Ie was our aim 10 work in che closest conjunes
tion with the African Natioosl Congress and che Uransvaal
Indian Congress. They were 10 organise the people tn the Argas
themselves: we were to reach the European suburhs aswd ey
to educate the white citizens on the true implicacions of the
Scheme. Cur hope was that in this way we mighe ac lesse
succeed in forcing the City Council to refuse to vo-operare
with the Government, In the meanwhile the Bishup of
+ Johannesburg and the Citizen's Housing League were attacking
‘the Council fiercely and persistently over its failure w build
houses. It was not too difficult to point to e " Shelcers ™ at
Orlando and to the Moroka Emergency Camp and to shonwe cha
at least ninety thousand people were living under slumy con-
- ditions «uite obviously worse than anyching in Sopltiassnwo;
and these shams were municipally owned. Whae was Qitioult,
_was to make Johanneshurg realise chat there were moral isucs
involved: for ninccz per cent of its pm{sle had nover seen the
places we were talking sboue and could nuc care lexs whar
happened to them.,
- We campaigoed in the suburbs, with varying success. Bue
at least we made some progress; we made the city aware of
the possible dangers involved in & compulsory removal scheme,
After a greac deal of shilly-shally the Council announued that
it would not co-operate with the Government, ,

Dz, Verwoerd reacted prompely and characreristically by
creating a new local authority with plenury pawers wehich
would be directly responsible o him for carrying theough his.
plans. - The “Black Spot” of Sophiswswn became For the
Native Affuirs Deparement its chief priority. Fverp pessible
use was made of propaganda to prove that thuse who appeoned
the removal were in fact opposiog shomeclearance, sl
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Mendowlands—the area chosen for the new location—hecame
a symbol uf all the pacernal charicy and foresight which Dr,
Verwoerd so loves 1o procliim az the fruit of an apactheid
policy. ‘This was exaccy whar the conseience of Fohannesbury
was waiting for: o be able to relax again in the comforting
thought chat, afeer all, Sophiatown was a filthy slum;
Meadowlands would he a t'uiy and conrrolled location, “The
nacives would be hetter off, even if they had lose frechold righes,
even if chey had to mavel farther to their work, even if they
were now in a place where Government regulations and cestrics
tions could be muost vigorously imposed, Tvbecame increasingly
difficult for us w ger a f;wmxmﬁ.;le Press. And nz\tumliykin'
consequence it became difficule w madnmin European epposi-
tion. In Sophigtown itself, Congress carcied on a camprign of
public meetings (abways acended by the political branch of the
CLD) and of house-ta-house visits, Bue chey, too, were pun.
ning inte grear praceical difficulties. Tt was all very well w
explain 1o people the meaning of removal and e loss of
rights it must entail. le was more ditficult w work ong any con-
scructive plan of opposition: for, if people resisted removat to
Meadowlands, ac least some aleernative accommodation muse
be -provided. And in the Western Areas there had been no
accommodation for years. '

Such was the position when, in February, the Government
acted. It acted with greae ethiciency, with overwhelming force
and with a surprise move, two days cardier than was expected.
Perhaps we had done vur job more effectively than we knew,
for the Press of the world was there on that Febrinyy morning,
and if South Africa and Johanaesburg weee largely uncon-
cerned, Suphintown beearne for a time world news,

I think many people expeceed violent resistance to the
removal, and were surprised when the lortes moved off ©
Meadowlands 50 safely and with such apparendy bappy
travellers. 1 was aetacked in the House of Assembly by both.
the Mitiseor of Native Atfairs and the Minister of Jusace for
having accempred (o invite gangsteriim and to encoursge the
use of nemed force. Although 1 challenged the two Miniseery
to repeac their stacements ourside the privileged forum of
Parliament, neither did so. Nor did any of my ecdesiastical
superines (chie Bishop of Jobannesbury was away in Eogland ar
the tinie) attemipt to come o my delence, Indend 1 canooc
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honestly say that in the whole struggle for che upholding of
principle and the resistance to opptession which the removal
- meant to us, there was any very noticeably Christian oppw-
sition to che scheme, And as soon as the move w Mendowlands
bed begun, the Press and the people of Johannesburg made
every effort to justify what they had both previonsly cons
demned. The seduction of power had worked effcctively once
more, ' :

As 1 weite these words, some thousands have left Sophis-
town {the Government claims ten thousand) and have seceled
in the new location. ‘Many of the screets are becoming heaps of
rubble. The squalid shelters, the sordid rooms have beea pulled
down and the places where they stood lie open to the sun and
ta the sky. Beside them also lie the remains of houses which 1
‘have also known, where families lived ha;ﬁaily and in pride of
ownership. The good and ¢he bad are desrroyed rogecher:
-their occupants live in the neat monotony of Meadowlands,

I do not weep for the destruction of the maverial which was
Sophiatown. At least two-thirds of it would have had o be
destroyed in any scheme for the renewing of that area which -
we had always dreamed might come to pass. I do not weep,
either, simply because whar I have known and greacly foved
is no more, Living through two world wars at least teaches
one a measure of derachment and is a reminder 0 Wl mea rhac
*here we have no abiding city," Nor do I condemn Meadawe
lands as w place to-live. It hus a pretty name, It is a plewstas
site, And if you rre used o locacions, I suppose it hears con-

arison with any acher. At lease ic-is just as dull. Bue I weep

ecause the Western Area Removal Scheme, and the upeosting
of sixty thousand people, Is being carried our with the con-
nivance of the Christian conscience of Johanneshurg, 1 weep
because in spite of all we have tried 10 do, we have failed s
utterly to uphold principle against prejudice, the righes of
persons- against the claims of power,

“Bat after all, Padre,” said o BB.C. correspondent sent o
make # recording for his progeamme, * you muse admit that-
Sophirtown was a slum, Jo was  jolly good thing iv was cleared
away. And I've seen Meadowlands: ie's fine. They're quite
happy. ‘What are frevhold riphes anyway? Susely the principle
isa't as important as all thae?  And mose of the property in
Sophiatown was moregaged too, Don't you think sl the fuss
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was a bit of & misenke? Way it faie? Ts the Government always
weong? ™ [ should huve liked to answee those questiony over the
aiz. - But apparenddy thae was not considered desienble. Now,
when the removal s o most people & thing of the pasg, itisa
little Jate to make comments, Yer, late or nor, } muse ey for the
sake of the future, and for the sake of cruth fraclf, :
- Sophiatown WS & slum, Those of us who have lived there
would never wish t deay that. 'We have scen with our own
eves the heroism of so many of our ewn Christian people in

*their battle to fight and w overcome their environment, It
would be treason to them o deny that Sophinrown was a sluim,
But shume conditions ean he removed withour the exprapriation
of a whole area. Indeed the greavest experts in wwa-planning
would agree chac only in the lase resore should you uproot
people from the place they know as home: for in such up-
moting you destroy not oaly the fabric of cheir houses, you
destroy & living organism-—the community icsell, Sophiamwn,
then, could have been replanned and sebuidt on the sande sire:
a model Afcican suburh. It epuld have heen, but for the pres.
sure of three things. Firse, the pressure of white opinion and
the policical force it represented. seeondly, the existenge of
freebiold tenure, and the threac of permanence which icimplied,
thirdly, thae which underlies every evenc of any raciad signifi.
pnce in South Africa: the assamption thae white " givils
isation " is threaceped by the wery extstonce of an Afrjcan
communicy in any way simile 1o isetf, The African in the
keaal 38 in his vight place: o is the African in rhe bichen,
Bue the African in a “ European ™ subugh, @ a ™ Furopran ™
hause which he himself owns and is proud of 1 he (5 4 menace:
he must be removed, .

They are happy in Mendowlands. 1 do nor doubr ie. For
even in a location you can have %;mu' fFamily anmd your Fricods
about you, and thag is 2 home of sores, even i i » ey yowr
own, And maybe it is a fae heecer home chan the single oom
ot the corrugated-iron shack that you have lelt. Bur beaeath
oue happiness you koow, or pechaps yoit only fedd withoue
Knmving, o deeper uncertainty and & more profownd aarese,

You have bren moved to Meadosdands roday, Where will
you be mewved to to-morrow?  When white Juhanaoburg once
more creeps up to your dootstep and you i turn beoome o
threat 10 ity pedce wid o i security, what will happen?
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Where does the process stop? It never stops in South A Frieo
Thete is no rest, no pexmanence, no futare you con be sure of -
for domination is an insaciable hunger. It is never satisfiag -
for it Is never certain of juself. It can never rese, for it pevy o
knows its own final end or purpose. They are happy ;%
‘Mendowlands. All right, all righ, let us admit jt. But one da§
‘Sophistown will be a white suburb: or perhaps a whit
industrial zone, with factories and workshops standing whep
the rubble now lies, Its kife as an African township will 1o
forgotten, Pechaps only the names of Tobiansky's childrey, a%,
the streer corness will remind men of its past. Buc it w ill be
stolen property. And nothing that man can do will alter thig,
Nor, I chlwvc, will the African people ever forpet ir: hl}W’e‘ver‘
bappy they may be in Meadowlands, however long the yeq,
since that February morning when an army crme to Sophia.
town and descroyed ic for ever.



CHAPTRR HLBVEN

COMFORT, UKE AND
' PROTECTION

Nonir tevhkell in rogiely comfort, ks avd profeciion,
Vraniis Baon

rAvE tried in this book w contine myself to exanples of the
ekeing out of a race-dominacion policy which I have acenally
1 or experienced, T have not drawn on press reports of ¢
siclents which might illustrace my theme perhaps more
:acly, But in chis chapter § shall use one such illuseration &
cavase ic happens oo be recent and excesdingly apposite,

1

MNorhing, 1 think, is more psychologically revealing than the 5
‘ermnpt made by the Governmene of South Afriea to explain ¢
the rest of the world the justice, the right-mindedoess and -~
= cleep understanding which guide ies ractal policies, * These -
sn,” said o very well-known relevision commentator from
merics fo me, " are wesays on the defensive. We didn't come ¥
ren to have & orack at Steipdom or Vearwoend; we caime to take

wabjective picture. Bur all we get is the usual stuff about
rices being swamped by blucks, ... If theis Ex:-lif:y's 50 good,
"5 hear about thee poliey s ie ought w juseity jealf” What |
weh Africans really resent in the comments of men like
o Colling s the exposure of the tuch: the dennding of
eir carefully cloched mnd vested expore mudel of apartheid:
e serip-tease which dues in face lay baee o grene deal of
ecractive, gor to say indevent motive--what they say they
seenit iy the impertioence of 8 foreigner pawiog moral judg.
=raes in ignorance of the faces, (They cannor say chae about
a, for Lhappen to be & Swath Afrivgg citieon: ] happen also
haave lived inan African urban ares for years: an experience
aich ao member of the Caliingr could or wonld have enjoyed.)
: the volume of critiviim from overseas Dan goown, so the
Formation office ar South Aﬁrim Houwe and ity equivelents

- ‘ B3
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in other couneries has soughe o undermine the criticism in ewor
ways. Firse it has cried to discredit the critics. They are gl
_gither sentimeatalists or agirarors: missionaries who live in
a cloud-cockoo-Jand, of men disguised ws missionaries (like
- Michael Scorr) whose real aim is political. This Hne of defence
€or is it actack?) might be all righe if it were nor for the Saurh
 Africans, born and bred in the country, who say precisely the
- same uncomfortable things. I is one thing to shout ac Michuel
Scott or Canoa Collins: i is another o shoot &t Alan Patn
ot Patrick Duncan, Not thae they don'c iy, But the world is
not so impressed.
So they fall back on the alternative method, which is to give
the true interprecation and meaning of apurcheid and whire
supremacy to a sceprical, and alus, far oo liberal Wesrern
world. It'is in an actitude of pained sugprise thae Sooth Africa
defends its policies, The opening gambic is invariably the
sume: “Qur problems are unique. You've got to he a white
South African to understand them” As this immediaeety
eliminates all possibiliey of " juse * criticism from the cese of
the world, ic is quice a useful stare. The nexe stape is racher
more subtle, * In spite of che uniqueness of aur problems, and
the colossal burden they impose upon the white man, we are
in facc facing the pm{ilems and carrying the burden mere
successfully than any other African Country souch of ehe
Suhata.” There then follows a neat statistical swrvey of healeh
services, educational facilities, socinl amenities and 5o forth, -
designed to prave this point, and concluding with: “ Jo wild
thus be evidens thar South Africa is dhe most progressive state
on the sub-coatinent in every field” ‘
As a general rule the pamphlet, speech or broudease ends
with an optimistic forecase based on the geneeal conceatmen
of the Bantu people. Whe, afrer all, are still only childeen ansd
need & wise parental band o guide them, a band which is
freely held our to them by a benign Gouvernment (it is [
Verwoerd's hand of course): and the whole i3 rounded off with
a heartfele appeal to the demeeracies of Burope to realise o
firmly grounded the Afrikaner people are in demuratic pring
iple, and-—with un emotionsl overtone which s meant m.
echo round the Bixpires of the earth; " We are the bastion of
‘F’I}Et‘ﬂ civilisation in the southern hemisphere. We dute v
uil,” S ' :
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Ifeel it is incerescing and important to test the validity of
South Africa’s aeguments. To try at lepst o understand them
by examining cectain rspects of life which are common 1o all
civilised peoples, and to see what happens in the Union: whae
happeas N the Union, tather than whar the Union says for
itself to the world oueside. The aspects 1 would choose are
those which most closely affect man’s ordinary daily exisrence:
the- things taken for granted as normul nad necessary to the
continnance of society itself. ' : :

And first of all, the rule of law. And here is my example.
In September, 1954, Johan Sayman of Harmonie Farm, Koster
District, in the Transvosl, was brought before Mr, Justice-
Dowling on the Western Circait. The churge was murder.
The victim was an African convieelabourer, Tlina Mpikwa.
Farm-prisons and facm-labour are used a geeat deal in South
Africa: they serve the purpose of combining justice with
economy. And, of course, they please the furming communicy,
which is & most imporeant mateer, ' :

This particular case was to have been heard in Pretoria,
beyond the range of local feeling, but the counsel for the
defence, Mr. Qswald Pirow, Q.C. (¢ former Cabines Miniscer),

revaited upon the Minister of Justice, Mr, Swart, to put it

ack on ¢ircuit, for trinl by o jury of tocal white men. Before
the trial bugan, theee jurymen bearing English oanes were
withdrawa from the jury, [ will allow Mre johan Soyman
speak for himself. He said in evidence: ™ Mpikwa . . . sto0d
thece just like a rres stump. [ gove him 4 couple of blows with
tie hosepipe and he walked in & slow, brutal (Afrikeans
*brutaal —-plmost ' cheeky ") way and scwod agrin, refusing to
work, I hic him again and again. Tt eccurred to me thae this
Kafir fele nothing with his sack on {convict labourers have
their clothes taken rway and sre dressed in sacks to prevent
escape), . .. [eald & narive 1o remove it, s that Leould hie him
on the thighs and see if he conld feel anything.” Mpikwa died
asa resulr of this theashing, Iis offence? He might have been
convicred to farmelibour simply for twing s vagrane, for
being in u town seeking work, for having o past, But he died:
-beaten to denth by o hosepipe. ‘ '

The jury consideced their veedics, and found Sayman puoilty
of commuon assauly, it is said by & majority of soven to two, The
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judge imposed the maximum sentence sllowed for such a
crime, a sentence of eighteen monchy” imprisanment, .

“The jury,” said Mr, Jusdce Dowling, ™ have fovud yau
guilty of common assaule. . .. You nre o very Iucky naa. I
this is common asswolt it s .che wopse cuse [ have wome
across. ... _—

Johan collapsed when the verdict was zanounced, and 1t is
said that he wepe in his cell ar the " injusties ™ of his vone
viction for any crime ac all. : . _

Recently the Minister of Justice was able v assure the
Nacionalist Parey Congress in Bloemfunzein thae ™ not o stagle
narive coavicred of raping a Purapean wonsn bl escapest the
death senrence.”

I suppose it would be true w say that in Eagland one of the
bulwarks of the legal system iy rrial by jury. To South Alrica
no African will elect to be ied by jury ¢he will choose ghe

- plternacive of a judge and assessors), because the juey muse be
- white.

There can be no doube thae South Afvican judpes Bave msin
tained. an exceedingly high standard of impaeeality. I donkn
if the same can be said of the magistraces. Bue che whole rule
of law in the Union: the gpe ol sentence finposed:  the
evialuntion of offences, is undeniably wlfected by the it
situation and the racial policy of die country, Black and winee
are NOT equal before the law, however honese be the judur,
because the law itself proclaims cheir inegualing, '

Lec us consider, then, char ocher teld of human endeavanres
Spore o

The white South African is obsessed by spore to an exrene,
i believe, unequalled dnywhere clse in the world. 1 wee the
word “ubsessed ' deliberntely, for | have the feeling thae Frend
would have found this faer u mose interestiog vne. Ts speares
manship. and fair play always che rellection of a sm_:mtt aamd
healchy character? Or can it be, perhaps, that sumetimes ™ the .
flannelled fools at the wicker, or the muddied aafs ae the goats
are working off some complex which must otherwise nd a
more sinister sacisfaction and & more deadly violence?® [ wonhd
not know, It is juse a suggession. The facr remains dhae
South Africa, for the size of i white population, is quite
astonishingly adepe ar ol gumes. e i in warld class ae Ruglsy
foorhall, cricket and swimming, and hs produced worldofas
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performers ae golf, tennis and boxing, For a population of
ewo aad a half million that is very remackable. No doube the
glorious climace has something o do with i, It is almost a
physical impossibility to stay indoors ar any time of ehe year,
unfess you have to. The South African Sonday is & constant
bacele between the Kerk and the bowling green or the tennis
court. But in spite of chig grear passion for wihletic nchisve.
ment, white Soush Africa restricts i3 sporting activities as
severely ms it restricts its social and ;m}litiml VI Bt
White Souch Africa. As = resule, some very strange anomalies
arise. For spore is such a universal thing: such an essentially
internncional activity, and, by definition, such & competitive
- one-—~thar isolation i3 becoming hander and harder o main-
cain, Whilst in some games che Alrican has pot yet come
matueity, because he has had such 2 laee staee, in {mxit\g par-
ticularely he is producing champions: men in every way the
equals and often the superiors of their white counterparts,
Recencly one of them, Jake Tuli (whe began bis cateer in our
own schaol in Orlando) became an Empire champion, Dut he
had o win his championship owside his own country. In the
Transvaal, where he lived, there i & Fn}it::c repulation Forbid.
ding any European witnessiog an Afrivan boxing match, lec
alone taking part in one. Recently, when Robert Coben, the
World Bantnmweipht Champion, was taiuiog in Jobannes-
burg, he used Africna sparsing pareiess (o8 many another
boxer has done): he was visiread by the puhce and warned w
desist,

Tt is true that in mose stadivms a secoion i reserved for non-
Europeun spectators, They are silowed o wagh Buropean foor
balt and chey ke advancage of this rare pravilege Bu they
tend alwitys o suppore & visitiag eam {nm overieas if any
international pame is played. This is a Ile vinbagctssing sad
not always easy to explain to the visicogs. It is e fogiond, and
sad, effect of the policy of white domination: even in spor,
even in “ playing the game,” there con b oo Fapewing, no
true recreacion,  Bur 1 may well be thar Sonth Adrtca will

csoun. find  herself fselated - From the  sporong warld as
completely ax it is bwlated in des prlitical thivnking from the
wotld of Kva:h Bast and West. Already the World Asiocation -
Footbalt body is finding Sowth At an embarrsameny, foy
there are mwre Afrcans in the Umon plipiog Soccer dhan
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Buropeans. Already there “are cquestions concerning  the
Olympic Games. And it is noc impossible tha in ceicket, acher
countries besides the West Indies, will find it hard 1o accept
South Aftican teams, Just because the Union is so good st
sport, such isolation would shake its selbassurance very
severely, Fantastic though it may sound, it might be an exrea-
ordinarily effective blow to the racialism whith has broughe it
into being, It might even make the English-spasking Sounch
African wake to the fact thac you can't play with a seraight bac
if you have no oppooents. It is long pasc the time when the
doors of international athletics shoukd be opened to Africans
from the Union. If a policy of boyeote againse White Sensth
- Africa by the rest of the world will bring thas day aearer, then
I hope it will speedily happen, ‘
" The spokesmen of the various Informacion offices arrach
great importance to " Bantu culmire” They do noc define it
Nor do they tell the world where or how this eulwre is dis-
seminated: where i¢ i3 appreciated, and by whom, Bur of
culture itself, in the widest sernse of the word, dhey wisely say
nothing ac all. It would be racher hard to explain the enlighren-
ment of a policy which on the one hand constanely atlirms ieself
based on " Western Christinn Civilisation,” and oo the orher
firmly bolts and bars the doar ro such culture for the African.
Naothing, I think, is more evil or more far-reaching in iy effeces
‘than this attempt to prevent the African from cntering the
world of beauty in music, are and drama, It {8 ag affeons o
God Himself: a primal blasphemy, Yor fr is o suy: " These
are the most precious gifrs (’!} civilisacion: the gormerad i
- of centuries of creative art, - Because they are so precions, we
will not share them with others, They must not be seen by ong
Efo 313 of Your creating, for you have mistakenly created chem
ack.”

No African in the Union cin enter 8 Buropean place of
entertainment. Therefore, in. effect, no African van hear the
music of Beethoven or Hach played “live " nor an he see
greae actors in Shakespeare's drama, nor can he areend Tevnures
on any cultural topic, unless those Ieerures are given in his awn,
limited university or school premises, ‘

I have reied, in the pase twelve years, m do everything

assible tor brenk chis culture bar: with only lmited success,
ur with some success for all ehie, One afternoon, six years
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ago, § drove w the Carleon Hotel in Johannesbusg o meet
Yebudi Menuhin, As we were on our way to Sophittown he
~said: "1 was rold thae if I played my violin ¢ up African
audience I would be breaking my contract, 1 pointed out that
no Africans conld hewr me unless I wene o them in their own
- townships: and thac, a8 § charged no fee, ic coulel hardly affect
the European areendance ac my conceres. | wag then threatened
by an im!_wtduatl with an injunction in court if I carsied out
my intention. I said ro him ' Okay. Take our yoar injunction, -
I will see to it chat no other arcise visies South Africa” " THe
added, with a smile, " 've heard no more about the courts,”
¢+ Qur lovely church in Sophintown was packed o the doors,
Old and young had come rogether in their hundreds from this
* Black Spot,” to listen ro one of the world's grearest violinists.
I am glad Yehodi played to us in the church, And [ believe it
must have broughe joy o the Sacred Heaer of Jesus. Cereainly
a door was opened on that dark und rainswept afternoon : and -
every member of thar quice, tensely aware African audience
marched through it inte & new and entrancing woeld of sound.
We formed a musical society in Sophiatown, and my friend,
Joseph Trauneck, conduceor of the Johannesburg Symphony
Quthestea, supperted und enconraged us in every way. I
remember che frse convere, with full orchesers, ever heard in
Sophistown. It wek plave ia the open aie, on our school playe
ground, and Michae! Scute introduced e performers. 1 think
it way hive been the fiest time thar the African national
anthem, ™ Nkosi Sikeleln Afcika,” had been sung ro the accom-
paniment of a full orchestea. e was an evene. Whenever any
discioguisited arcise was playiag in the city, we nisde sn actampt
to persuade hist o come and play in Sophistown, Either in
the chuech, or in oue tiny lisde club-room, we heard such seae
performers  as  Hlsie  Hall, Michel Hambourg, Thomes
Matthews andd Juliug Kaecher, Bue § dunk, apare from the
Menuhin recitl, die evening thar livey in my memory is one.
on which the Amsterdam Sering Quartet cune o play, The
liall way packed, and in de front row theee were some of our
guests frotn ™ Brengelteni,” the Afncan Blind Insticution which
Arthur Blaxall and his wife had founded. There wan & grout
stiliness whilse the music was 1o progress: = sigh of sheer joy
and appreciation whert each pisce wat over, ansl n great burst of
applavse. The Quatter was obviowsly delighted with-its audi-
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ence, and the leader suid o me when it was all over: " If we
lived in Johannesburg we would come and play every week
for your people. They really apprecinre our music.” Bue my
memory is of the crowd streaming ouc into the night, whilse
. six blind Africans went forward ac the invitation of the leader
of the Quartet, to feel the shape of the insteuments they could
not see, and which for the first time in their lives they bad
actually heard. No doubr Dr. Verwoerd would have dis-
~approved strongly. The music of Brahms does not Bl withia
the category of Bantu Coleure, [t is too universal, too wide in
its-appeal. It may even make the African believe he has an
immoreal soul,

Although the world is familing with the fact thar South
Africa has a colour bar, it is always & grese shck, T have
noticed, to those incelligene and hiberal visitors from Bwrope
and che States, to find how far it pencerates: how complece
and absolute ic is. Plenty of bouks have bean written alwwg the
effect of Western induserialised sociery on che prinutive
African : none, so far as I know, about the etfece of Africa upon
Western industeiatised society. Peehaps [ will weite vne, vne
day. But summurised in one word it is: " stege” The whire

- South African doesn't realise it thae way, of coune. He is
dead suze thac he is dominunt and directing the reend of evenss,
In fact, he is walled-in, enclosed, not ouly by ks own peide of
race, but by this harrier of fear which grows bigher every day,
Fle lives behiod cthis barrier ax ehe Buropean setlers in the
White Highlands of Kenya live behind their barbed wire. And
in the city of Jobannesburg he is sapidly becoming clavsoa
phobic. He doesn't koow ir. The barrier has iounense
serength: it seems impenetrable. Yer all che whiee man has 1o
do is.to walk through iteit is paralysis, a3 well a3 clasego-

- phobia that he soffers from. 18 DARE NOT MOVE. '

One day there was n meeting in the Cathedeal Hall e dis.
cuss the- Bantu Educadon Ace Africans were invited, and |
took a few of the mose sepior boys in the school becase 1
- thought it would be good for them o hear s lberal Buropeas
speaker: to realise char there were still such pesple. When
the meeting was over, Miss X, said, ™ Won't you vome ned Jve
a cup of tea with mie in my flasz” 1 bad been i Sowhk Afeia

Jong enough o react immediacely with o segative, " Fve g
some boys with me from the school. . P'm afeaid T st get
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back,” (The bacrier) “Oh1l Thar's all right, bring them along
0. (The siepe is lifeed.) I wasn't surprised ehar Miss X, had
invited the African boys to her far, for I knew her and 1 knew
her views on colour, But the boys themiselves were astonished,
The meeting meant nothing after thae, To sit on the floor ina
European flat, with other Europeans, and to drink Coca-Cola
aod talk quite normally . .. chat wis the woader of the evening.
It was sulficiently wonderful to keep them talking about it for
weeks afterwnrds. : S
Not so long ugo, a high-ranking civil servant in the Gold
Coast had to actend & conference somewhere in Africa. His
plane, for some reason or other, was re-routed, and landed in
Johannesburg unexpectedly. HMe was wld that he would have .
to spend che night (0 the city. He did not know that he could
not get a taxi: he did aoe know that there was no hotel of any
sort ac which he could stay : he simply knew that he was at the
afrpore, miles from the ceatre of the town, and that he could
not stay there either. The auchorities solved his problem by -
taking him co the Bantu Men's Social Centre nnd telling him
to sleep on the floor. This was the first of several such incidents,
and the Alrways were getting worried, In the end, two or three
of the most famous international air-lines made an arrangement
with our Mission thet, whenever pon-Europeins, African of
Asiatic, travelled through Johannesburg, we should pive them
hospitality.  From our point of view the plan has worked
admirably., We have had in the course of a year visitors from
almost every pact of the sub-continent, the Gold Coase, Nigeria,
Siecrn Leone, Mauritius, the French Cameroons: everywhere,
Bur it is a steange way for the Government of South Africa to
show neighbourliness. It is a strange way of improving Come
moawealth relations, and it s, even, a strange way of muking‘ ‘
propaganda about the justice and happiness to be foun
through apactheid. 1 don't think it impresses the Gold Coast
very much, for instance; sod [ doube if it impresses Nigeria,
It would not improve relations with other Asian’ countries -
either, if Mr. Nehru or Mes, Pandic were o make the miscake
of setting foor on Souch African soil. For they could not even
ro to a millebar to drink a cop of ten. Tt is nee, of cougse, char
the South African Government DISLIKES African and Asian -
countries: it ig simply that these other " lesy happier lods,
are living in a deesm-world where it jx thoughe thar raciudism is
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a bad thing. They will-wake up one day and apologise 1o the
white man for their mistake, Bur in the meanwhile they rust
not be allowed to forget that they are mistaken, Sleeping op ¢
cement floor of a second-rate club in Johannesburg is not oo
igh a price to pay for such a lesson.
Law, sport, social life—cthe background to all civilised
behaviour,  Such is its form and shape in the Union of South
Africa. But the State lnformation Office naturally does oot feef
bound to shy too much about chese things © the outside
world. " No one can understand our problems except oyg.
" selves," so it’s a waste of time anyway. Buc there is one aven
more basic aspect of life which must be considered in this cone
text also, It is religion. T have eried o show what I believe o
be the deep theological issues undedying our sitvation. Byt
theology is expressed in action: in warship, It is woven intg
~ the whole fabric of a man's life. And in Souch Africa I chink it
. would be fair to say that there is & greacer and more general’
" observance of religious ducies by all sections of the eople:
rhan in most modern counteies, Church atcendance is uniformly,
good. The Durch Reformed Churels throws the full weighe of
- its immensely powerful influence into the scales and in favour:
- of a strict observance of religious duties: particularly of the.
sancticy of the Sabbach. Ascension Da{xis 4 public boliday in
South Africn. Bue what is che view of White South Africa on.
Black South Africa’s religion? "The Rev. €. B. Brink, a predi-:
kant of the Dutch Reformed Church, who is generally tegarded’
as & liberal-minded, moderate person, said recendy: "It is’
true that the unity of the congregation of Christ is clearly-
shown at the table of the Lord. Ar the moment, however, a.
- common Holy Communion of all mees on a large scale in:
South Africa-would scarcely be edifying ™ T chiok thac cthe greae:
majority of white Christians in the Unjon would echo those:
sentiments: though many would feel thae they did not go fac |
encugh. Many would feel that, not only would such-an action .
be unedifying: -ic would be gravely. disturbing in its implica- -
tions of aquality. : o
For not only ace Christians in the “ Huropean” churches’
unwilling co worship in African churches. They do aot believe
chat African Cheistianity can be quite the same thing as their
-own faith, “ Look at the illagitimacy rate,)” they say. * Look at .
the beliefin witch doctors.” ** Liook at the way my ¢ gir] * steals ;
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from me as soon ay my back is cursed, .. " Noc * edifying”
Not tespectable.  Not-in facr-~the same religion as ows:
bue quite useful, all the same, for keeping the uative happy
only & bit of & nuisance, sometimes, when he's e with the
morming rew or when the nuese.girl insises on “Thunday afers
fioon off to attend the Mothers” Union,

And I sivin the confessional in the Clineeh- of Chedse the
King. Thete is a litde quene of pesitenes, each perion kneel
ing and awsiting her cuen (the oen will come Leer on in'the
day), Ir is okl Martha who is koecling beside mie now: old
Martha, who used o work in the kicchen in Resebaok, bue who
had to give (¢ up heeause her artheitis pot so bad. She tives
agow in a single room in one of the less samnuy back-yards of
Saphintown, tnd she has o Jook afwr ber blind sister. Both
of them are nearer seventy than sixty, Neither has mare thap
g few shillings o week to live on, Her old black shawl bas a
greenish tinge where the sun carches ic 1 can just see her
hands on the desk of the confessional, the fngers knoceed and
gnarled, clasFingz a batcered {1::\}#::::1!(1@1«‘. i curse mysell
because ['ve forgotten how hard it {8 for her to kneel, .,
ouglhe w have provided a stool. %o foolish of me, for she is 2
formightly penitent. . . . "I confess e God Almighty, w
blessed Mary EversVirgin, to ull the Suines and yon iy Faher ™

e loyou, my Fueher .. U] ge angry with the children, very
angry because they make noise e wight . . my heare i3 sore
becruse of chis . . bevawse thie ohildren du por behuve aice,
.« . Father, my heare is sare amd the dear Lod 15 30 kind and
good to me, ... He i o good 1o me plwayd o wind the Fathers
and che Sisters, so pood, 8o good. ., And T asinner ...
So please, Father, ask the Lord o forgive me ., " .

Y SCARCELY BDYFYWG” Well, perhaps our bman sandards
differ. Bur whenever I hear old Machas canfosion, § am near
to tears, [ am nor ediied. Fonly wane to kuesland wasls those
ofd und weary fore, ' :
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JOY AND WOE

Man war mads for Joy end Woe,
And whea this we rightly keow
Throngh the world we sufuly go,

: Weithiam Rlake

I REMBMBER when I was an undergraduate at Oxford listening
to a lecture on Leonardo da Viock by Sir Kennech Clark, Tt was
illusteated with slides. And I think I remember tha when he
was speaking of the “ Virgin of the Rocks " he emphasised
especially Leonardo’s mustery of chiaroscuro. So much of chac
_ picture is dark, But the shadows only serve to ilumine the
smile of Qur Lady, ouly give a greater depth and mcaning o
the central figuse,
© T am ofren (well, quite often) accused of being a pessimise
abour South Africa: as chough, to be o Christian, one had to
see and express an oprimism mms:iemky divorced from realiy.
' Bue there is @ whole world of difference berween Christian
- hope and the facile, ephemeral happiness of those who dare por
face the reuth. Juliana of Norwiel's ™ All shull be well, and all
shall be well and all manner of thiag shall be well," was based
on a mysuc’s insight into the very nawre and being of
God., An insight which allowed ber also o see the whole
world as no larger than a hazel-nue in the hollow of His hand,
If chen, I have emphasised the darkness which I see in South
Africa, the darkness which racielism always draws down upon
mapkiod, I have done-so deliberately, Mot becanse 1 have no
hope. But because my hope is based on an acceprance of the
eeuth about man’s inhumenity © man and abour mag's sinful-
ness and rebellion againae God. South Afrien has no monopoly
“of these things, Bue 1 am convinced thar by espousing the
policy of white supremacy, Soudh Africa hat wrned its bk
upon the light I¢ lics in shadow. T cannor belp painting it
© thar way, But no priest who fg{a privst ¢an be gloomy aboue
56
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his joh. And & gloomy priest working amongse Afeicans had
bese give up aleogether, IF he is not encouraged by his dock,
he will never be encouraged by anything, s

My recolleetion of Sophintown will always be ser in the
context of che laugheer at children: The swiraming-pool on &
summer day, with a mass of glivtening brown hodies and the’
noise of them sphshing and the warer like pea-soup, so thick
you cannet see the hottom. It was o pood sighe and 8 good
sound to come back o when one had been walking the sceeets
of - the ciey or attending some dreary committee on chucch
haance. :

Bur I count myself blese oor only in the unending joy of
African friendship, butin the grear variety of European friend-
ship too. I cannor helieve that any priest has ever heen given
such rich opportunities or  life so fructified and seimulaced by
contrast in human relacionship. It is as thungh the words of
Our Lord had been fuliilled quite literally, o5 thongh by eaking
the monastic vow of chastity and so * forsaking facher and
mother and children and lands,” one had been given all hack
a hundredfold, And s I do believe. 1 can give no other
explanation, anywiy, than that one given in the Gospels, Te
certainly has nothing @ do with me. Bue, like the Virgin
smile in Leonarde’s picture, it is more beautiful beaawse of the
dackness. In chis land so torn with racind wosions, and so
pitifully divided by fears and prejudices, it is all the more
- wonderful when there is kinduess and generosity o sivone

I would like @ cry and expreds somethiog of the theill chat
has often comne my way in the unexpeeted ace of xympathy, or
the sudden gesture of goodwill. Aud lokiog back over rwelve
yeats, I ean see & geear company of whire South Africans who

_have supporred our effores one way and another, and who have
continued o <o 5o even after asseviation with me has hecome
politically if nov socially dangerous, For them, I thank God.
One Sunday morning ten years sgo T owax walking across ro
church. e must have beer July or August, the middle of the
South African winter, for 1 remember thar duse was swirling
round my head and gricy samd seingiog my eyes A young
Burespean womag whim T had oor et had sung up o way thae
she was coming to Mass that mersing, snd T saw her holding
on tw her hat as she came acrose to grees me. There wore, as
always, ten or a dozen little African piccanuss chiogiog round
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my: cassock and very soon strerchiog sticky paws up o grasp
Miss K.'s hand with an irresistible smile and . . . * Morning,
Seester,” Miss K. dida't say much after the Mass except s few
words about the poverey of the children. But she did say (if §
remember rightly after all these yeurs) whae 50 maay hundreds
have said to me since: * But isa'e there ANYTHING people like
me can do to help . . . surely there must be some way, I'm
working, of course, but I could give vp some of my spare
“time. . .." A few days afterwards, in the Swar, there appeared
g letter over her name, comparing the children she had seen
in the Sophiatown streees with che " Belsen brats ™ (it was
1945) whose pictures had horrified the civilised world, It was
a good letter: a simple, unexaggeraced appeal w0 the ordinary
Eutopean Johannesburger. And it was winter. And the
children roaming the bomb-scarred cities of Burope weee a
constant reminder of the fact that war brings hunger and
homelessness. Somehow or other it rang a bell, and it rang ir
- loud. The conscience of white Johannesburg was immediately
and most alarmingly stirred. Alarmingly, for che nexe moming
I was deluged with offers of food, clothes and money for the
African children of Sophiatown. I spent my day driving our
old eruck round the suburbs collecting piles of grocecies,
stacks of old clorhes and blankers, pounds of tinned food, We
could not store it, for there was o0 much. The mail wuy spff
with cheques and with offers of help from ol over the ciry.
Further lecters appeared (n the Star urging 8 co-ordinaced
attack on child-hunger. I called a public meeting and pee
sugded a well-known M.P. to take the chair, So the African
Children's Feeding Scheme was born: it had been conceived
in the mind of one young woman on thae Sunday moming,
She little knew what she was starting or how, to-day, ten years
later, the scheme is one of the best-ktawn volunrary social
services in the Union, and feeds five thousand children o day,
- It's & story worth telling, vven though it ¢an be paralieled and
bettered many times over. For it happens in South Africa,
and icis, in my view at least, & proof ql‘p whae might bwe if inter.
racial co-operation were more widespread and more spmpa.
thetically viewed by these in power. There is woday o vase
amount of child stacvarion in every locarion and wwnhip
on the Reef. It is called malnueicion, That sounds beger,
and casts no slur on society; or less than the other, * Hidden
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huager,” “ Kwashiorkor,” or whatever you like 0 name it s
not the exception buc the rule. You see it nor so much in
skeletorelike litde badies (more ofren than not the belly is .
distended and the child looks fat); but you see it in the dark,
criss-cross patteen upon che skin of legs and arms—dike the
scorchlng of & hor [li:e: you see it where the hair meets che
forehead and appears like a Moe of reddish fuff, instead of
having the lively black crinkle and wave of African hais, You
see it, too, in the chiklren's wards of every hospiral, in the ex-
hausted, listless litde figures which lie uhed, and in the wo
solemn, 1o aged eyes of a foncreen-year-old boy or girl, And if
‘you are a priest you see ic in chie thousands of Hrrle geaves ag
E;legsus cemaetery of the crowded burial-ground st Nance-
When we launched the African Children's Feeding Scheme -
we had two main objectives. The ficse was to relieve bunger. -
The second to cash in on the newly awskened conscience of
Jobhanesburg and to compel the Government to take action.
At that time Smoues was Prime Minister and rhe grewe liberal, -
J. H. Hofmeyr, Minister of Finaoce and Bducadion. Ac shar
time (and it remains true co-day) every Buropean school child
in the Transvaal was entitled to 4 free meat ut school which
cast the Seate Gd. per head per day. African children were
entitded to nothing, even if they had managed o get inte
school. Not through our pressure alone, bur peehaps with ity
help, Hofmeyr extended the feeding scheme to all African
~schools: at the rate of 2d, per day per bead. The strange
anomaly of wealthy Buropean children receiving a free meat
at chree times the value Jid oot strike South Africa as so
strange. And anyhow, we bad made 8 scart and estublished o
‘precedent. We did not intend 10 stop there. Bur we were also
desperately concerned wich che hundreds of thousands of
children on the streets, unable w attend school, tealy bungey
all day long. ‘ : S
It took some time and some experimentation, and plenty of
disconraging mistukes, w find a suitble pattera for our -
Scheme. In the end we established centres in alinose every
Johannesburg location to which any chitkd could come every
morning, and for 0 halfpenny receive o meal worth fosepeonce -
or fivepence. Every centre was supervised and ron by voluntery
Buropean wotkers who drove out gach day o do e jub, sl
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by African assistants on the spot. Later we also adnpred
certain schools which had no Government subsidy and conkd
not qualify for any. So greatly did the Scheme grow, wnd so
rap_igly did ir expand, that we needed & full-time organising
secretary, We had the immense good fortune to find Eleenor
Ponsonby. Or, to be more truthful, I found her; she happened
© to be staying next door co my father's home in England whea [
was home on leave. [ heard that she wanted a job which would
involve service and initiative, so I went © see her, In an hour
she decided to come rto South Africa, and in two or three
months she bad arrived. Baller dancing: lieder-singing:
war service on the Suez canal snd in Crere: the teceiving coid
of the " Death Railway " in Malaya: finally with the homeless
and often stateless children in Germany when che war was
over, such was Eleanor Ponsonbys background (besides
belonging to the famous family whose name was a bouschold
word in Victorian Epgland). For over five years she has
devoted herself and her ralents, for no reward ocher than the
supreme one of the work leself, to the hungry African children
-of our locations and to the study of bunger itself, And suppors-
" ing her has been il through the years that small bm);f of
women who keep the centres going. Thank God, the Afrivan
Children’s Feeding Scheme has never become a highly cenceals
ised, heavily bureaucratised " charity.” We e amatenes ac
social welfare, bur we keep togecher, and alchough five dwwe-
sand children & day is only a fraction of those who need the
food, it is ac feast 2 -tonscant witness to the fact thae diere are
those who care, and that they are white
Twice in the last eight years & Government Commission has
been appoinced to investigate the question of schoul feeding.
Twice, reports have heen tabled in the House ucging an expan.
sion of the existing schemes and stressing the very grear need
of African children and the deadly consequences of neplect.
None of the recommendations of these commissions has bees
- implemented. But almost the first ace of the Nacionadise
Government was the reduction of the 2d. per head subsidy o
1%/4d. in Afcican schools, and & regutnelon forbidding childeen
over fourteen to participace in the scheme, * Mative chililren
fieed lees food than white children,” wmid o peaker in the
House of Assembly on one oceasion, ™ for they sleep more” 1
can only assurae, therefore; thae che children in white xhools
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are being fed In order to save the Buropean race from uncoti-
sciqusness and torpor. It dues not seem very successful so far.
With the African Children's Peeding Scheme there began
for me the fascinating yer exhonsring game of bepging., We
had (and have stilf) to raise £1,000 & moath to help keep things
going. But once you scare bepging it gees & grip on you, like
alcohot or heroin, You o't stop. And you begin to'look For
new fields to conguer. And other people begin to kwk 1o you
tw help them in the game. My maif grew more apd more
- exciting, becanse I never knew who would be scndir:f; me
money nexe, or for what purpose, And stangers would sud-
denly appear in cthe oflice, produce chegque-books, and leave
very substancial sums of money with an apologeds smile.
“ Please don't thank me, Father. .., Well, I've had 1 good yeas
at business, ... You see, Dve 2 ale: it muse be o cench of my
income, 4 tithe, like the Bible says. . . " One morning =
wealthy man whose oame [ had heard, but whore I'd never met,
came & the Mission, At we sar and Jdrenk our tea Le said
“Ts there anything you specially need ke your work, Facher?
Anything at this momene?” " Well” I said, "1 reully need
another schoot in Qrlandn,” He lefr me holding a cheque for
£1,500; enough w build three classrooms, and 2 listle later bis
brother added anorher L1000, Or my phone wonld ring:
“ You don't know mie, Father., .. I'm a South African of the
third generation, so I suppose 1've gor all the wawl prejudices
s bue s well, would you like £10027 O o pgroup of
European waomen descend upon me with a scheme for making
blankars, selling them, giving me the procesds o e as 1
think bese. One afternoon [ was attending 2 mecting of our
Mission committee, 1 wits pleading with the rather tautions
business mea who served on it o let me have £500 o build
twa Lady-chapels on 1o our churches in Oclando, “They were
not impressed with my argumencs. | sad, © F will poarances
" thag if you vore me thiv money it will come back, TE you give
something simply to God m::r for His glory, it shways does”
Still seeprical, they reluctandy sgreed. The zailawing nirning
I had 10 go 1o the aicpore early o meer the wechbbhop, Thadot
given a thonghe to the proviony day’s commiteer, mui‘ my mind
was [ull of other things when [ entered my oftwe. On the Jesk
was anold curdborrd shoe-box, " Second-hand dothing” was
my immediate vesscion, [ vur the string, The box was stulfed
NYC : ' ¥ ‘
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full of bank-nozes, £450 altogether, und u letter o suy that chis
was an anonymous gife, 1 had been left in the Cathedral we
the very time I was addressing my business men 4 few yards
away, _ _
And then there are the old and the poor, who week by weck.
set apart a few shillings and send them 1o me anunymomasly &
“Old Age Pensioner,” written in & shaky hand on a prubby
half-sheet of paper, or Just * Anonymous.” I know mine is oot
R unique experience. Buc in South Africa r-day ie is an
exceedingly encouraging one. T suppose the cynic would say
char it is an casy way capf% guisting a0 uneasy (onscience, 8 way
of escape, It may be'in some cases, I wonld aue koow, Bue 1
. believe that there lies behind ic a deeper meaniog than hae:
the same meaning which drove Nicodemus out into the night
co visit the Galilean Prophee. A hearr, perceptive of ity pwa
rofound unease and empriness: a heart seeking warnuh in the
leakness of its own void. T have yet o be {:m:w.d wrong.
Every morning in the Rand Daily Madd there is n column ur
two headed " Crime Lise," Je reminds johannesburg and dhe
Reef that there i3 violence and verror in plenty in their sreeces.
Unfortunately it also reminds the fearful and the prejudiced
that o high percentage of such crime as ic records s African.
Few stap to ask themselves che reason. For in South Africa
you soon get into the habic of chinking with your blood.
Three or four years ago a greae deal wat being said and
written about juveaile delinguency smongse the Africans,
and it was pointed out chat che Africans themselves were the
chief suffercrs, In the dllir locations and in dhe dark alleys
and side-streets of places such a8 Alexandra Township there
was plenty of opportunity for gangs or imdividusl thogs ro
operate, This book has tried o indicate the more fundamental
reasons for African crime. - This sudden sarge of indignation
‘against the juvenile delinguene, however, seered (o me o have
possibilities of exploitation in another direction, 1 people
were 5o concerned about i, perhaps chey might be prepared 1o
take some positive action of o prevenracive kind, It wux woreh
trying, Our swimmingsbath ac Sophistown had proved seseit
over the years, All chrough the long South: African summer
it was packed wich children from the dusep streets, free sven
of swim-suits, abandoning theamelver o the unuterable joy
of cool, if murky water and an hour on the sunchaked cone
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aete gurrounding the pool. But it was che only public bach
for Africans in Johaoneshurg which way accessible t the vase
population in the west. And indeed che only other bath ae all
was sited in o municipal compound in the city itself. Christrns
was hoteer than usual in 1951 It was & pood psychological
moment. 1 wrote & letter ro the Madl, linking delinquency with
the lack of recranrional facilicies and appeating o the {hirchaan
public for & swimming-bath ar Orlando. I have Jearnt from.
long experience char nothing is less predictable than the
johannesbury public conscience. The mose needy project (such
as the Newclare Squatter’s Relief Fund) may fail to seic ie in the
jeast. ‘The most unlikely canse may rouse it © heighes of
enerous response, And always chere is the possibility of a
{‘oss of interase, of u pew excitement to replace the old, half
way through, But from che start the swimming-buth appeal
rang the righe bell, Money poured in from all sides in the
fist two or three months. 1 was not oo ambitious at fiest,
{ felt chat ANYTINNG, even a paddling-pool, would be & start.
And I have always believed very strongly in the plan of doing *
the job first and asking permission afeecwards, 1 did not even
consule the City Council hefore launching the appeal, for I
could foresee that if X did so [ should be caught in & mass of red-
mpe and bogged down {to serengthen the meraphor) in & sea
of commitgees, : :

It ook three years © raise the money, And [ could never
have done it wichour che help of theee Jobanneshurg business
men, one of them the director of o very large building fiem
in che city. They were eathusinsticc. Nuthing less than an
Olympie Games sive bath would do! * Build Brst, and worry
afrerwards,” was chelr motto, and they did juse that, 'We had
only nbout half che casli we nestded whea the bulidorers wént
to work, And then, o, there were more aricky problems to
OVELEOme, :
© Qne of them was the reactlon of the African Advisory -
Board in Orfando. I knew thae I must give cthem the fullest
and most complete contidence in the project if it was to
succeed. Too often the authorities b gone shead with plians
for the " improvemene " of the location aml its people withont
consulting the Budrd: che representatives of the people tieme
selves. Yet I dare not approsch them unzil ] knew that we were
sure of completing the bath, 5o ir was with some fesrfulness .
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that I ateended a meeting, specially summoned, o see the
plans and to hear the exposition of them, Mpanza was there.
Mpanza, who had led the gret squatter movement ten years
before, and whose " Sofasonke " Party had remained ia conenl
of the Advisory Board ever since. [ did not know him except
by repute. But I knew that what he said and the acinnle he
adopted, would decide the furuce of the swimming bach, k
may seem strange o those who know nuthing of urban Africe
to ﬁe told that any place, any group of people, would lighly
refuse a presenc of such quality and purpose. Bur ic is not
surprising 0 those of us who know the humiliation of that
paternal, offical acritude which constantly assumes the Abrican
to be incapable of responsible action, Mpuaza cane in, and che
proceedings began, It was a hot afternoon, and Mpanza him.
self was hot, and perhaps uwawilling to besctir  himsetf. 1
unrolled the plans: " Here are the change-rooms: and here,
you see, is a2 special shallow end for the litdde kids, ... Yeu, ics
50 meeres long, ... Olympic size. ., . Fileer planc .. Eveey-
one except Mpanza seeme«‘y impressed, e sat back in bis choar,
silent and apparently unconcerned. When everyone else jinl
given his opinion, or asked a guarded question, the Chairiman
turped to Mpanza: “ And what do you think. .. 77 Al arren-
tion, including my own, was focused upon that squae, silens
figure. Slowly, and with greac deliberacion, e said, ™ Swan-
ming-baths? . .. Swimming-baths? ... Wi men do not need
swimming baths,” I felt a wave of despaix sweeping over me,
How could I hope to persuade them, in face of rhae? T
Mpanza had not fipished, " The Fachier is chrowing swevis
the children,” he sald, " Very expensive sweert” [ i,
hoping to relieve the tension in thae stuffy room, * that bavkis
costing us about £25,000. " Sweers tw <hildren,” he repraced.
" And 1P ANYONE BLSE BXCEPT FATIIER threw these sweets, |
would say @ che children, ‘Don't couch thes  Theyre
poisoned.” But if Father throws themeewhy! Theyre all
right.” I was perhaps the greatest compliment | have been
paid by an Afrivan, It also meant that the bath was approved,
I thanked God, ' ,

The Mayor of Johannesburg, o buadred Evirapeans and two
or three thousand Africans assembled on & March day for die
opening ceremony.. And when the . speechen were all vver,
there was o rush and 8 scramble, Five or sis hundrad <hildren,
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not waiting to serlp, were in the warer, splashing and shout-
~ dog: enjoying for the firee time fn their lives one of the
pleasures that white Johunnesburg had always tken for
gunted, 1t was & good moment, o -
Three days lacer the phone ng on my desk, ™ It's Andeew,
Facher “ (the Supecintendent of the bath), * There's bren an
accident here, Facher, A boy. Please come” I keew in those
few seconds whae it meant: “the thing | had dreaded ubove all
else. And it had happened s teeribly soon, When [ got there
his facher had already arrived, o muicipal policeman, standiog
quietly by the still, sretchied figure in the shower-room, John
Mathayane, Aged owelve, Drowned. | never saw his face,
chough I have imagined ie countless mes. He was their oaly
son, bue they did not blame me or reproavh me once. And
when I met my African Committee o fow days later: * You
mustn't worey, Father, You must understand, Que people
dont know how o swim yet. They have w learn, aond they -
have to make mistakes. Look how many childrest are drowned
each year in the dams! Please don't be sad.™ -
Pechaps——nin, surely-~John and I will one day meet again,
And I beliove char we shall koow each ather, f?m‘ I peay for
his soul every day of my lifer that lircle African boy 1 have
never seent, for whom the bath wis o have been a phice of joy -
and freedom, & window opesed on 0 8 wider and moke
exciting world than he knew, And perhaps, after gl), it was,

One afternoon at 8t Pecer's, school ended, the door of my
office opened and Hugh came in. That was nor noussal, 1 .
have slways kepe “open bouse  for che childeen, and ‘they
drifc in and out; read the nwparines oo ary table, or just hing
around for & chae, Tu me, incidenmlly, chae is the lo icﬁ
answer t apartheid—juse thar. And when a boy or & giel feels
saflicient confidence in me 1o use my office as their play.room,
then L know chiae there it a relacionship escablished which will
make its mark upon cheic whole life, In the years tha lie ahead
thete may be many opporeunities for being wennpletely at ense
for an Abrican boy, complerely ac ease, T mean, in 4 Futopean
house, Bue ar leasr those who have been m St Peter’s will |
have known. i, and maybe cheir children wrd Whioir childeen's
children witl romember thae even in 195%, Yove and friendship
were possible batween the two prapled; it weas possible c meet
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and to talk on the level. 80 Hugh came in. He sat an the aem
of my chair and began t0 " crack " his fingers——a sure sign of
some embarrassing but imporane request. Hugh was fourteen
" then, more than vsually ateraceive, with clear and unclowded
eives, the eyes of innocence and childhood which 1 love. [ had
always found him hard co resist, so.1 braced miysetf to meet
what 1 guessed would be a reﬂuwt. He took hold of my hand
and wrapped his fingers round ming, ™ Father ,,." he bepan,

" Batherml—want-—to—lencn—the—trumpet.” FHe paused
for my reaceion, * Well, char sounds all right, son, bot trumpers
are pretey expensive things, You'll have w wait & bit before
you can get one, L expect,” He ignored thar starement entisely,
“You see, I ove music, all music. But my father won't
believe in me, 1 want @ prove I can do it” “ But why the
tumpet?  Why not the pinno?” " Well, 1 listen w0 the
crumpet; 1 hear Lowis Armstrong—he's o negeo, Fadher L .
Anyway I love it. 1oo MUCH” 1 don't remember apw how I
brought the conversation to o close; probably with the half-
honest assurance that I would " see what 1 coutd de.”

A few weeks later, Hugh was ill in bed. Not very ill, really,
but e lay there looking liscless, and thuse grea cyes of his hud
an added magic. 1 t{)ﬂi my decision without telling him. On
my way back from rown chat morning, I stopped at & musivat
instrument store, descended nervously o the hasement and
said, " How much is 2 trumpee?™ Iv seemed o surprise the
salesman quite o bic, " Well, as x macter of fuace, & young man
has just brought back a new ctrumper because his mocher
couldn’t stand the racket. . . . you could have it for £15, 1y
worth £25." [ took ir. Isar on Hugh's bed and opened che case,
But I watched his eyes, [t was a suificiens rewagd, '
- IF 1 had to choose a motto expressing just one couth chae has
served me well in South Africa | would say, * ALWAYS-see on
impulse.” And after ewelve years' experieace, T woauld stilf say
the same. You will make mistakes, of coucse, But as Chester-
ton said somewhere, ' the man that never made o miscake never
made anyching”  Anyhow, Hugh got his trumper becavse 1
acted on impulse, Hut it wasn't a mistake: not ac ol I was
the hest thing of its kind 1 ever did. It is erue that for the
first three months T wondered. Nothing is mere agonising o
listen to than u boy learning & tumpet 1 wondersd o,
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- whether Hugh wonld persevere. He did, "Then his friends
came and asked if they could learn, 1 managed to get an
African brass band trampeter co come and help, Lessons were
held on a Sacurday moraing in the caepentry shop and T feared
complaines from the neighbours. One rrumpes wasn't much
use n1ow, and I renlised 1 had srareed something I could notseop.
I had seacted, in fact, * The Huddleston Jazz Band,” now worth -
about £300, and incloding every instrument thae sny teally good
Cjazz band can want, It took me two years to ey or cnjole
those instruments, and [ have never enjoved anything so much,
It became almost an obsession with me, when [ went into the
city, 10 ses whant instrument § could bring back: & selfish
absession ic wag—just to have the joy of thedr delight, o hear
the chntter and the exclamations ag they handled & new and
glexming saxophone, or plucked the stringy of e bass, And
[ zemembered whar Yehudi Menuhin said o ase thae doay we
drove to Sophiatown: “ Don't forgee, Father, ie was the nepro
jazz bands that fiese hreached the colour bae in dve Sttees,” The
day came when the band was complete excepr for one insoru-
ment, and thae che mose expensive--a tenor saxophone, Again
{acred on impulse. Me. Spyros P, 8kouray, chief of Twentieth.
Cencury Fox, was in Johannesburg negotiating o big deal. I
“happened to have met him three or foue yeirs previously at o
meeting of sovial workers in the ¢ity. I ranyg him up. It was
ahways a seceetary who answered the phone and aiways a
polite excuse. This weas on for three or four days, bue ac Jase
I managed w reach Mo Skouwras bimsedf, ™ Wha do you
want, Father?™ "1 wane g saxopbone}” ™ A what?” " A
tenoc saxuphone for my African Jaz Baald” ™ How much does
it cose?” T eonk the plunge ™ Fighey pounds, ar lesst.” He
Cpansed. CWell! You're n pold-digger, Lm you ean bave il
Within an howe chae sexophone was an objece of worship to
rwelve African boys.

I bave always felt sorry when [ have come to read again thas
passage i the Old Tesuunent sbout. Absalom-" Now
Absalom in his liferime had taken and reared up for himself
a pillar, which % in the king's dale: for e sasd, § have no son
to keep my name o femembrance: and be ealled the pillag
after Bis own pame; s i is called gare die day, Absalom’s
plice.” T huve felt surry, for, afecr all ¢ pillar 15 oot tooch use
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to anyone. I think [ am more fortunute chan Absalom, for T
have & swimming-bath and o jazz-bund. That is bueer than o
torohstone. :

- Always, all through the twelve years T have speat In Africa,
there has bzen someching consteucrive 0 do withs amd for the
people [ bave loved. The African Children’s Feeding Scheme:
The Otlando Swimming-Bach: The Newclare Squaters: The
Huddleston Jazz Band. . . . Absorbing and. fascinaing and
exciting, all of them. But I do aot think they would have been
- enough to lifr the weight of sorrow from my hears, had it not
been for the daily and houcly knowledge of African friemdship
and affection. Often envugh, I confess ic with deep shame, 1
have beea impatiene, angry even, at the Incessant interruptions
end claims upon * my " time, But Gosd knows [ would nue have
" been withont & momenc of ie. 1 have never understond or heen
able to -understand how White South Africa can so tighely
forfeit such a richness of life; can, on the contrary, build
around itself such mighty and impenereable hacrigrs of pride
and prejudice and fear. - Ac least I do understand, :
There were Hands stretched out to heal and o ¢ombore
men. Hands stretched out o ¢lasp other hands in friendship.
Haads stretched oue in blessing and in praver, Bue ir did not
stop men. nailing chose Hands o the wood of che Cross.
" Father, forgive them, for they koow nut whae they do



CHABTER THIRTOEN
AND HAVE NOT CHARITY

wAnd thasueh | give my body 2a be barned and have m}f
clarity, i profstedls e nothing, ¢ Pasd
. ‘ o, Pk

Tan Dirrcror of the Soueh Afcican Church Instieute, the
Rev, €. T. Wood, in a sermon preachied ar Chester Cathedeal
in February, 1955, said : * I hold that by far the most important
factor in our appriach o the vital problems that are confront-
ing South Africn to-day is the theological one, That what
really marters, chae whae ceally nfluences the Afrikaner, is whie
he thinks about Gad snd God’s purpose for him and his race,
We make the preatest possible miseake in - ceying o fight his
convictions with political weapons. Broad cries about demo-
cracy are not the answer o the theacracy which he has built.
up and which he jealously guards—we muse fght him and con-
vict him on his own grounds sad not on arbicry grounds of
aur own choosing. . " S

1 have quoted this passage from an Anglican sermon,
preached by one who knows South Africa, because it seems
to me o express & point of view and an actitnde widely repres-
entative of ineelligent * ecclesiascical ™ opinion both in the
Union and outside fr. v also seems to me to state a tilthe—
the primacy of theplogy—and 1o draw totally wrong conclus-
ions from thae cruth, Anel it wssumes whae T am not preprred to
assume-~that the tragedy of che pregenr sicuation in South
Africa canbe blumied upon orie secrion of the white population,
the Afrikuner, and upon his religion. The whole purpose of
this ook has been an ntrempt to demonstrate, out of my per-
sonal, duy-to-ddy experience, the effect of a policy upon n
people: of # policy which 1 believe o be basically sub-
Cheistian, and imposed by a Government whoss motives are
clensly and unmistakably Tacial, But this policy could not he
imposed, neither could the l%ver_nm‘mt witth imposes ic
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remain in power, if the mejoricy of white South African
Chsistians did not spprove of it. The doctrine of white supreme
acy is common to both Afrikaner and " English * sections of
the population. Y it derives from the theological pres
‘suppositions of the Afrikaner and from the Calvinism which
is their source, it decives equally from the failure of Auglicans,
of Roman Cacholics and of Mechodists to live by the faith
which they profess, To deny this Is both dishonest and absurd,

Father Wood says that we make the greatest possible mistake
in trying “to fight his convictions with political weapons.”
This is 2 most interesting and significant stacement: for fc is
almost expctly what the Archbishop of Cantetbury said to me
when we met for a brief few hours in Southern Rhodesia not
many months ago. [ was visiting our Mission of Se. Auguse-
ine’s, Penhalonga, and the archbishop was on his way w
inaugurate the new Province of Centeal Africa. He acrived in
the late evening, and we were to entertain him that night. As
we stood in our small Community parfour after supper, waiting
for our African guests to arrive for che reception, the arch
bishop turned to me and said: " You are entirely weong in the
methods you ace using to fight this situation. . .. The Christian
must never use force . . . must never use the SAme Weapins as
his opponent.” We had a fiecce bue wholly friendly argument,
which lasted until the reception began and which continued
in correspondence afrecward[s’. I was not convinced by the srch
bishop, and I am not convinced by Father Wood. Yor what
does this statement really mean?

Afrikaner theology and English apathy have wgether
created a situacion in which men, made Jo the fmage and like-
ness of God, are treated a5 inferior betause chey are of =
different race and colour from their rulers, The weapons used

‘to impose & racial discriminacion policy upon the Aftican
eaple ate, of course, political. Prejudice :,m:EK fear sre dovbe.
ess the motive forces behind the policy, bue it is such messures

as the Native Urban Areas Act, the Native Resettlement Ace, -
the Group Areas Act, and the Bante Bducation Act which nans
late that prejudice and chat fear into haed realicy, fc is the

-propaganda put forth by the State Information Office: It i

the speeches made, and reparced at lengeh, by Cabinet Ministera
{and afrep enough by OK;msitima Jenders tood: it i the notices,
“Slegs vir Blankes,” * Buropeans only," displayed on public
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buildings: it s the duily police raids for passes, ot for detee-
mining the racial group to which you belong, or for just
reminding you thar {cm are o kaftie, ... Je i these things which
~are the weapuns of the white race, weapans ax prominent as the
revolver which hangs on every policeman’s belt. They are not
juse " the gonvictions " of the Afrikaner, They ace the expres- -
sion of " haasskap ": of white dominarion, And, certainly,
they are " political weapons.” I am not teying to fighe the
religious convicrions of the Calvinist Afrikanee by any other -
means than che proclamation of the Catholic faith, But I do
not, for that renson, believe ic to be wrong, or foolish, or un-
Cheistian to try to strike from the hand of White South Africa
the weapons which not only hurt and wound the African every
day, bue muse also ulcimately destroy civilisation on this sub-
continent. I would, in fact, deny absolutely: that “ polivical -
weapons ' are not o be used by Christians, for T believe that
~the Christian is bound o ace politically, whergver he may be:
that if the Church refuses to accept responsibility in the
political sphere as well as in the stricely theologiral sphere,
then she is guilty of betraying the very foundrtion of her
faich: che Incarnation. It is when the Chutch has so abdicared .
her position of potitical cruse thae che Stace, freed from any
ahsolute higher than itself, has assumed a totalitarian shape
anc_l a dicratorial acticude. That is 4 nucter of history, not of
opinion, ‘ : :
Racinlism in South Africa is the same a5 racialise every-
where else, and at every moment it the story of mankind, The
~ways in which it finds expression in the Johannesburg T happen
to know are not fur different from the ways described by Arthur
Koestler and a thousand others as finding expression in
Gcrman‘f under Hitler, in France under Vichy, and in the
occupied countries of Burope " Broud cries abour democracy ”
may vot be & very effeceive weapoa with which ro fight this
horror, 1 sgree. Bue to allow democracy to lose all Christian
_contant, or to refuse to fighe for democratic rights in the
interests of theology—and of converting one’s opponents o 4
more Christinn theological ourlook-~that is to coust digaster.
So uc least it seerns to me. I belisve, with Father Wood, that
Calvinistic theology is lurgely to blame for the present tragedy
in South Africa: 1 woulclswmh with all my beare thaca ™ con-
version " might be achieved. But I am certainly not peepared
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to wait for chat conversion whilst, at every level, political
weapons are being nsed to create a condicion of permuanenc
servitude for the African in his own councey. T am reminded
of the kind of opposidon from * good * men (including
Bisbops of the Established Churely) which William Wilberforce
had to fight continuously. I am reminded, we, of the kind of
arguments used by Péeain to justify, on a religions and theos
logicul basis, his collaboration with the Nuzis. Slavery would
have endured o greac deal longer if Wilberforce had used no
political weapons: thousands of gefugees from  Nazism,
including some of the most honorable men in Burope, might
be alive to-day if Péain had refused w sign Article Nineween
in the Armiscice Treary which Hitler presenced o him. And
in South Africa, if we wait o impress Afrikeners with the
truth of Catholic theology, and  English-speaking  Souch
Africang with the need for relipion, we might as well give up
the struggle for human rights alrogether. They will have vao-
ished into the nighe In any case, what ure these " political
weapons ” whicly Christians should not wse? In my conver
sation with the Archbishop of Cratechury [ eried w discover. 1
hope I am aot mistepresenting him if 1say thae he seemed
object o my use of " force,” as being contrary to the teaching of
Cheise: thae Y had erred in appealing to the Christian con
‘science of people in Bngland and Ameriea through ardicles in
the Press which urged * a spiritual boycott ™ of South Africa:
that in using these tactics I was simply emulating those whose
olicies T most strongly deeried. Ecrminly in this the nrche
Eislz{_)p would find much support from Chriseian leaders in the
Union, The cry has been due ic is useless, if not wrong, 1o
urge Choistian action from outside, and thae the only night
weapon to use is thae of arousing Christian opinion and che
"Christian conscience inside the councry. But if, for twenry
years and more, the Church has tried chis latrer policy without
success, is it really so wrong to suggest & different and more
powerful methiod of actack? Thac is all thae I lave eried w0 do.
And the weapons 1 have nsed have been the only ones thar lle
at my dispossl: my mind, my congue, and my pen. ‘
When I suggested o the archbishop thae there wiy one
oceasion at least in the Gospel when Clitist Himself used force
—tty drive the moneychangers out of the Temple—he replicd
that this was " symbolic.” Apare from the facr that there it
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“nothing In’ the story to suggest symbolism, and a great deal
{the violent reaction of the awthorities and the consequent
atrest of Jesus) to suggese the-opposice, the plain incerpretation
of thar seene is that OQur Lord was not tverse to using 4 weapon
in order to bring home the ceueh. Ir is at lease o permitced
opinion in the Catholic Church, and one supported, I balieve,
by the teaching of S Thomas Agquinas himself, chat, when
Government degenerates into tyranny the subject has a right
to resist, ‘The only point in dispute is whether the Government
in South Africa bas degenerated thar far. In my opinion, with
regard o the African people, it certainly hns. It is for the
reades of this book t decide whether 1 am right or wrong, _
~_ Bur there s 2 more fundamental issue, 1 suggest, to be
decided first. ‘That is, in brief, what is the Function of the
Chyistian Church in society? And, consequendy, what s its
function when confronted with a society rotten, corrupr and
blind wich racial division and prejudice? More fundamentally
yet, what would Christ Himseﬁ say and do, faced with such a
socieey? How would He confrone it?  An acquaintance of
mine, whose judgmenc I gready respece, and who was Fligh
Commissioner for Canada in the Union, was with me one
day on a rip through some of the slums and shanty towns of
Johannesburg, 1 was feeling, as alwnys, o desperate sense of
frustration snd T suppose 1 said some pretty fierce chings about
the Government as we drove back in his comfortable car, He
turned and said to me: ™ You ought  uy o be more Christian
about these chaps. .., Have yuu!}urgmcen the commandment?
Why don't you try a bir more love towards chem, a bit more
patience and understanding?” My answer was something
like this: *1 don't think I should find it cco hard to forgive a
person, or even to love him, if bis actions were directed against
me. Bur whae right have I to be patientand forgiving when all
his viciousness is directed against others? I'm not suffering
unjusty: they are.. I'm not segregated -as if I were leprous;”
they are. I don't have to live in a shanty-town because nobody
cares # damn where I live: they do. It seems to me w00 easy
to be patieat and charitable~ninery pes cent of White South
Aftica can be just that—at the expense of injustice and cruely
L0 Smeone nise."'- I wane o suggest that there is amongst
Christians an entirely defective understunding of the menning
of love, of " caritas "the virtue upoa which to & great extent
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all Christian Dbehaviour rests. “ Now abideth faith, bope,
‘charity, and the greatest of these I8 charicy,” wrires 8¢, Paul.
" Love your enemies, do good to them thac hate you,™ says
Our Lord Himself. And in a country in which racilisi has
“created an acmosphere of hatred, jt is more than ever necas
sary that Christians, the Chureh itsalf, should show the meaning
of such love, Bur does that mean chat, in its dealings with the
Goverament, the Church must sdope always a peaceful and
- ‘conciliatory attieude? Does it mean that I, a priese of the
Church, must reftnin from saying or doing enything that
might wound the susceptibilities of Mz, Steijdom or Dr. Ver
woerd; because that would e & breach of charity? Does v
mean. that bishops must (as they are only too ready to do) hend
- over backwards in an actempt to prove that their opposition to
 the Bantu Education Act must not be taken to imply o criticism
‘of gnybody responsible far it? Does it mean that any attempt
to arouse the conscience of Christinns in other countries is
. proof that one has no love, no “ charity * towards one's owa?
Fortunacely, in the Gospels, there is & background sitvacion
which provides an immediate parallel with chat of South Afsica,
There was 4 fierce and deep-rooted “ racial " seruggle there in
Israel when Christ walkeg theough the cities and villages
preaching. “ The Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans
" ..." A historical and a theological situation had combined o
produce such & bitterness between the two sections of society
that there was a real apartheid: sn absolute division, Cheise’s
answet to this situation was the parable of the Good Samarican.
" And who is my neighbour?” had asked the youag lwyer,
tempting Him. And he was forced ro answer his own question,
* I suppose that he who showed mercy ... " Go, and do chou
likewise.” . , ‘ ' :
There is nothing in the parable which is even a hine chat the
racial arrogance of the Jew is to be excused or pallinted hecause
- of his background or his history, There is nothing in it either
‘to indicate that Chrise accepred the " official " excuse of the-
hietarchy for its attitude towards thac inrolerable division.
" The priest and the Levice in the parable who * passed by on the
other side ™ are the represencatives, for all cime, of those for
whom fear is a more powerfol motive than love, They are
respecuble citizens who like to observe the conventions: b
“they are more—for they are che leaders of religion whose very
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office redoubles chair respunsibrilisy, and who il in cheir task,
The whole poine and purpose of the parable is to show thet
- charity, if it is real, must be prepared @ break through con-

vention, to shatzer prevanceptions, o tke by force the ¢itadels

of J:miuchfc:: and thae if in dolag so i hures people’s feelings

and outrages their sense of what is decent, what mateer?

Nothing could be further from the sentimental sob-stoff that -
we 50 often call “love," than the expositdon of that viroue in

the patable of the Good Samaritan. { cn find no hine in icof

the * don't let’s be beastly * ateitude which my Canadiun friend

wis so anxious thae § should adope in my dealings with che

authorities, _

It is, of course, dangerons o generalise from one incldent
in the Gospel or from oue parable: though in the ease of the
parable T have used it is suzely justdfiable 1o do so, for the whole
purpose of it is to pnswee the question which this book is rrying
to face. But there is a widder and deeper reason why, in my
opinion, Christans are so cendy 1 excuse chemselves for con-
niving at injustice and oppression in the aame of chariy. Tv
so many, the figure of Chrisz is the figure of the " pale Galilean ™
whose meekness and gendeness are ucerly incompatible with
any coneeption of apger against social evil vr individual pricle.
To them, sl that s needed is " the arc of heing kind,” and
they thintk to see in Cheise che fullest and clearest expression
cof thte art. Thus, any statement which seems show sipns of
any intolerance of such evils, or any pavsage in he Gospels
which has about it & denunciarory and theeatening cone is
hastily forgocten, Bue in face there are many such passages,
and to ignore them is to mutilace the Gospel Lself, Cheiste was
not afraid o el his disciples dwt, in cerrain circumstaness,
they should turn their backs wpon & village which would nor
receive His teaching and shake the duse from theix feet us 2
sign that He had rejeced chae village ueeeely. In His condem:
nation of the Phacisees for cheir distoccion of the meaning of
God's Taw aad for their misleading emphasis upon legaliam ae
the expense of love, there is no single note of gentleness: unly
n fierce anger. In His ceaching about the fial judgrsent,
Clirist does not seek to soften in any way the %muishmenm of
those who have failed in their we of this life: indeed He
seseeves for thers the moxt teezible words in the whole Goapel :
“Depart from me ye cursed into everdating fiee” And it is
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worth remembering that this condemnaeion is a judgment upon
sll who do not care for or concern themselves with the suffering
of their fellow-men: or rather of Cheist in the persons of
their fellow-men. * Inasmuch as ye did ic not unta one of e
least of these . . . ye did it nor uoro Ma" Christ wept over
l{erusalem hecause it was * the city of peace” which did not
now or attempt to understand its own destiny. Bue Fe did
not excuse it; He prophesied its weal destruction, :
The point [ am trying o make iy thar Christian love s so
searching, so demanding and so cevolutionary in its force that
it has no kind of relationship to the thing which is so often
called by lts pame. No more than Christ of che Gospels is like
that shadowy, seatimental figuse so often invoked by Cheise
fans who want to live comfortably with injustice snd intolees
ance. ‘
Prophecy is still a function of the Church: prophecy In its
true senge, that is. It always amuses me o hear discussions on
-the hoaty old problem of religion and politcs and vo think
what such discussions would have meant to men like Jeremiah
and Amos and Isaish and Ezekiel, For in face half their time
was spent in uying to bring home to the men of their day the
fact thar God was directly concerned in the way society was
organised : in the way wealth was diseribuced: in the way men
behaved to one another, In shore--politics. It is only in our
post-Reformacion day when religion has become individualisic,
that we have created this dichotomy, And thank God che tde
has already curned and is cunning fast in che oppuasite dicec-
tion: except in South Africa, -

Prophecy is o funceion of the Church, and must he so «ll
the end of time, for it will always be die duty of the Church to
proclaim thar this world 13 God's wotld and that infringenments
of His law will bring their own terrible penaldes. Sin is no
and never can be a purely personsl mateer, The problem of
evil affects the whole human race. The sin of racial pride: the
evil of the docerine of aparcheid, these are things which must
be condemned by the Church, and thels consequences ¢learly
and unmistakably proclaimed. Thae is prophecy. It is also
politics. And those of us who in Souch Africa tey to keep e
to the prophetic as well as the pastoral funceion in our mintsery
st recept, and indeed expect, the milsunderstanding of oue
friends and the obloguy-of our foes, : : -
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The Church in Sowth Africa. seers to me to stand ae the
poccing of the ways, It will not be the fiese eime in her hiscory
‘that she iy confronted with a choice: indeed Jt is a choice
which from the heginning has been prasent, fronting both the .
individual and the Divine Society of which he is a member.
™ He that savech his life will lose it, and he that loseth his life
for my sake shall find ie,” said Ous Lord Jesus Chrise. In other
words, the Cheistian cannot have it both ways. That massive
E}amdax of death and Jife: of life through dearh: of the Empty

ommb and Calvary is valid not only for the individual but for
the whole Church of God. To try to save some outwatd form -
of Cheistianity by compromising on its inward reality is vo die. -
To accept racial diseriminncion within the Body of Christ,
within the Unity of the Church, is not anly & contradiction of -
the nature of the Chuech but 2 blasphemy agalost the Holy
Spirit of God Himself. Yer we Christians are tempted in South
Africa o do just thae, In order that we may live unmolesced;
in order thar we may be fres to minister to our people; in
order that somehow we may rewain control of our schools, our
institucions and cur buildings, we are tempted to say yes to
the State and to find good reasons for doing so. That i3 our
~ peril to-day, for life and freedom and che right o possess what
we have buile &t such great cost is oo high & price co pay for
the loss of our soul. I pray God that we may yet choose death-—
the destruction, if need be, of all our external works: the loss,
if it is & loss, of all those Christians who cannot accept the oue-
ness of all men in Christ: the nsteacism, poverty and loneliness
which could be vur lot as the resule of such a choice, ™ Maﬂfﬂ
not if the world ate you, it hated Me before it hated you "t
but we macrvel instead a¢ the slightest criticism, and run 0
juatify ourselves nad to make excuses, o

Young Africa stands waiting, and his eyes are vigilant eyes,
We have baprised him into the fellowship of Chriscs Church.
We have told him chat he is the child of God and an inheritor
of the Kingdom of Heaven. We have tughe him to sa Qur
Rather " with us, We have placed upon his jips the Body of
Christ and told him thae it is & pledge and a proof of oue
comumunion with one unother, In dvery ;mss@ln wiy we have
‘driven home to him that truch which we recite every time we
say the Creed, that we believe in the Cacholic Churclye—the
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Universal Church, the Church in which all basciezs of Innguage
and culture and custom are broken down, _ :
 But what do those vigilant brown cyes see as they look ac
the present? Whie do they see as they glance wonderingly
at theit fellow Christians in the strees of the grear gity, in the
- streets which pass the very doors of the Church itself? Do chey
*gee any reflectinn of thae fellowship? Any recogaition of the
fact thar those who worship in the * Buropean " Church desice
to be considered brethren in the family of God? Any nurward
-difference between those who regularly receive the Sacrament
. of Unity and rhose who have no belief aeally
And as chey look to the future, do they see any sign that the.
Chusrch is really awakening, ™ teerible as an army with banners,”
to challenge the evils of racial discrimination in South Africa
with weapons more effective than words? I wonder, I wonder,
1 wonder. C
During the past two or three years South Africa has heen n
centre of interest to the world for pbvious reasons. As a resule,
many of the great newspapers of Europe and Amesica have
“sent some of their ablest and most intelligent correspondents 1o
repert on' the situation. Many other wricers of internativnal
reputation have visited the sub-continenc to form their own
opinions and to give expression to them, There has been, in
face, a spate of licerature sboue South Africa fron its oven and
from foreign sources. Men like Charles Morgag, John Gunther,
Robert St. John and Reginald Reynolds have produced books:
Rend MacColl, Ward Price, Cassandra, Colin Legum and a
host of others have written articles for cheir papers. Tt has been
a fascinadng experience to meet such people, all of whom are
trained observers, and to find oneself in touch with the main
- stream of Wescern liberal culrure by such contuces: a fascina-
Cting experience and also an encouraging one in times of loaeli-
ness and weariness. But all of them ar some stage in-che
conversation have asked me the same question: * And how do
you see the future of this councry, Father? And whar is your
solution?” T have waited for that question o be asked &
hondred times: I have never waited in vain. Now I muose uy,
honestly and without prevaricarion, to agswer it And yer, in
the answering, { om entangled in the sitwation itelf: T wriw
inside South Africa, after twelve yeurs: and the span chae [ can
look hack upon is.& short one, and the futvre is Jong. It Is no
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ensy, Indeed it is not possible, to give a detached and objectlve
am.\ﬁcr‘ Aad some may say that the answer I offer is no answer
at all. But here it is, for what it is worth, . -

In the fitst place, n basic difference exists between the o

Ehristmn view of history and that of the Secularist. But
etween the Christian view and chat of the totalitarian—

racinlise——nationalist, there is an unbridgeable gulf The. . )

Government of South Africa believes that it can so plan

society in the Unjon that white supremacy will be maintained

within lts borders for all time. This at least is what again and.
agatn irs leaders have cold the world is thelr conviction and
their aim. Every aspect of policy, 13 therefore, directed to this.
end, What happens between this moment and the moment of
achievement (1978 is for some reason Dr. Verwoerd's date for
victory) is of secondary importance. If it involves the up-
rooting of thousands of families: if it means the separation of
gncm!)ers of the same family: if it means the creation of
inferior educational amenities: if it means a rigid and almost
absolute curtailment of freedom to move or to speak publicly
or 1o gather socially—these are incidental sufferings. For, in
the kind of planned future which the doctrine of white suprem= -
acy means, the person, as 2 person, CaONOL count fot much, He
is subordinate always to che plan, He will be happy if he
accepts it: he will suffer if he does not. His suffering is his
awn fault for refusing to understand the wisdom of the master-
race. Now we are in the rush of this trapsition, * Apartheid " .
—ithe foreing of division and separation upon our ixed
society—is the reality of our day, BUT IT IS A REALITY
LIMITHD TO THAT SMALY. AREA OF THE WORLD'S SURFACE
WHICH 1S THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, It isa reality limited
to a people, the Buropean South African’s, who in population
equal about & quatter of the population of London. These
men whose boast it is that they uphold the standard of Western
culeure and civilisation on the datk conitinent, and whose-desire
it is to lead, by their example, the peoples lying to the north of
ther in the same ditection, are actoally walking out of step
with the whole world which Lies around them, That they koow
¢his, no one can doubt. But in spite of their knowledge of it,
they are determined to go forwara to their destiny. - S
" Whae I am trying to say, in answering the question so often
put to me, is just this. - That, us & Christian, 1 cannot believe
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either In the right or in the possibility .of a Government”
(particularly when that Government is 2 minority group in s
own country) directing and planninig the destiny of a whole
Feople and enforcing a patern of like upon them for all their
uture years. ‘These things perain not to the Swmee, but o
Almighty God, who is the God of History and o Whom this
world belongs. “ L'homme propose. Diew dispose,” is not a
platitude but a profound twuth, The whole sweep of human
history bears witness to it. It is because I believe it, che J am
so entirely confident of the ultimate future of Souch Africa
The question which remains is the question of what will
happen in the intecvening years, and how much we must
suffer from the inherent blasphemy which this racial policy
‘expresses? Even were I not & Christian, [ would wmke comfort
and renew my hope in the obvious fact that the world itself is
being driven either to & new and deep unity or to destruction.
And the indications are at the moment that it s choosing the
former alternative. If ic chooses the Jacter, then the problems
of South Africa will solve themselves with those of the rest of
“the world, But if in fact the hydrogen bomb is hringing people
nesrer to a recognition of the need for world governmient, as
logically it must, then it seems to me faneastic to suppose thac
# palicy of racial domination could he allowed to conrinue fur
very long anywhere upon garch, In other words, I believe that
the direction of world affairs: the impact of those affaiss upon
- Squth Africa {an impact which is already being fele in countless
ways), must have its effece upon the Union's fantastic frirernal
policies. One is driven to believe that those who frame such
policies are either torally cynical, and hope that they themiselves
will not live long enough to be involved in their destruction, or
totally fanatical in their belief that they, the white Sorch

- Africans, are the chosen people of God. Neither attinmnde will
"alter the course of history by & hair's breadeh,

. But the question still rémains; When? " How long, O
Lord, how fong? .. ." For in the life of & man, ten years is 2
Icmﬁ{ time: pacticulacly if it marks for him the period of his
awakening and development from boyhood @ manhowd,

~In & world of power, where it is possible for any Government
to control the weapans of power, thut Guvernment stacty with
& tremendpus advantage. And where, ay in South Afriva, the
tradition of liberty ix so render & plang, recognised in e evt anly

v
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by one section of the population, the Governmene has o greater
. advancage yet. And where, as in South Africa, the great forces
of fear am(prcfudice can be linked and released ns one colossal
weapon of propaganda: then che Government of the day; the
Gaverntment of the immediace and foreseeable futwre is strong
indeed. The weakness of & multi-racial opposition is like the
weakness of & " liberal " opposition: ic hos inevitably a mixtire
of differar motives and deaws support from people with
- diffesent basic principles. | : o
When, therefore, 8 Goverament ruchlessly uses its power
“and s propaganda not only to rally its owa supporters but to
terrify or w cajole its opponents, it is bound © meet with a
large measure of success. In South Afcica, the non-Buropeast
opposition has been frarfully weakened by the ferce measures -
already taken to silence it. Most of its leaders are booned: all
of its nctivitles are open w police rabds: its very existence as
an opposition s mide w appear as treason 1o the Seate, “ The
seduction of power,” as Alan Paton once described. it, is itself
an immensely powerful thing. It is operating in South Africs
on every section of the people. For South Alrica is w-day a
police state, :

In view of this the immediate futare must be dackt
davker, I believe, chan it is at chis momene of weiting, There
is no sign whatever thae there is n weakening in tha application

- of thie aparcheid policy: just the reverse. There is a kind of
buoyant confidence in Governmene circles, thae, in spite of
world opinion, in spite of " liberalises,” clerics, Communists
and agititors, the A%ricnn peaple are accepting and will con- .
tinue to seeept the medicine handed out o ther in-larger and
Targer and more frequent doses. 1 would say that, superficially,
there is sume justification for chis buoyaney. Opposition, both -
on the “liberal” European front and the non-Furopean, is:
presently at o low ebb, the lowese thae ever I remember. " The -
seduction of power” is having its effect. But this effect is
terparary, 1 am absolutely convineed, :
. "What is the end o be?  And how will it come show? 1
have tried to indicace thar 1 do nor believe ic to be pare of the
Christian view of history vo dictage the future of a people w0
their Creator. Neither do 1 believe it to be pace of Christian
prophecy to predict the chroumstances of historical thange.
Sufticient must it be for us o proclsim thae God is noc mocked,
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and that if man persists in violating fundamental human pights,
tighes bused upon the Nature of Maa and the Nagure of Ciad,
he will have to take the consequences of his persistence,

Sometimes I am asked: “Do you like (w-or know—-or
trust—-) the African?” My answer is always, * No' 1 do ni
like the African: bue [ love many Africans very deatly. I do
not know or trust the African: but I koow and eruse hundreds
of Africans as my closest friends.

You cannat Jove an abstraction: aeither caa you truse it:
you can only know and love a person, It is the aim of the
Government of South-Africa o make ic impossible for @ white
South African o know and to love o black South African. In
my opinion the logic of present policy is to make it a crime for
any real relacionship o exist hetween the two races in this
land: for any celationship thac is bused on pessonality. Thae
we have not yet reached thae situavion is simply accidenal,
Given the nceasion (ler us say 2 riot in a mixed arex in which
« European is killed) chere would be no hesitation in enforcing
such a prohibition. Buc it is inhereas in che sicaation ROV, and
it is daily becoming more evident. Fven the letharpy of
European church people is sometimes slighdy disturbed ag the
constant artacks now heing launched againse white missionaries
working in locations.

In opposing cthe policies of che peesent Government. there-

fore, Iam not prepared fo concede that any momentiry gued
" which might conceivably emerge from them is good. Nor am I
prepared o concede that the motives which ingpire sich pal-
tcies have any quality of goadness about them. For both the
acts and the motives are inspired by « desire which is ieself
fundamentally evil and basically un-Christian: the desive to
dominate in order to preserve a pusition of racial superingicy,
and in that process of domination to destroy personal relation.
ships, the foundation of love itielf. That is anei-Christ,

I'am back in Sophiacown. The gtey smoke from a thousand
braziers hangs over the streets, makes the square sower of the
- church appear ancient as if upon some Umbrian hill, weaps the
whole place in o soft and golden evening shadow. And in
those rooms and yards end playiog or wlking in those sueets
are the children whose names [ know and whose charncrers |
know too. . And coming home from work are John and Blias -
and Michael, who first preated me twelve yees ago and who
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ate pae of my family in Cheise, To.mortow 1 shall take the
Bleysed Sacrament to old Plet, crippled and bed-ridden with
artheitis, and afcerwards we will ralk abont his family problems,
A later in the day T shall have & cup of tea with old Ma
Dlalungs and see if [ can conx her into thar deep and fascinaring
chuckle chat I love to hear, And probably in che evening Hacry
wikl drop in to tell me haw things are going nt his school and
- what sorr of Marric, results he is likely © have ... And my
- mnil will cerinly inchude av least one lecer from some friead
of mine beginning: * Dearese Father . . " and ending " Your
laving child, ., "

- I20 you thisk that I can give up fightdng or rest contentedly
in my priestly lfe, when chis is whae I am erying to provect
from plunder: this most precious human treasure, the appot-
tuinity of love itself? If T am mistaken, as well T may be, in the.
mniechods I have used: then I trustin the mercy of God for my
forgiveness, For He, tov, is & Pason. And it is His Person
thar [ have fouad in Africa, in the smw:rty of her bomes, in
che heauty and splendour of her children, in the patience and
courtesy of her people. But above all, T have found Him where

. every Christian should expece to find Him: in the dackness, in
the fear, in the blinding weasiness of Calvary, .
And Calvary is bue one step from the Empty Tomb,



EPILOGUER

WHILST I BELIEVE profoundly in the prophetic office of the
“Church, I do oot believe at all in politeal prediction, Whilst 1
would defend in any company che right u% the Chureh o take
part in the political life of che counrry, I would deny as cate-
gorically its righe to align itself wich any one parey. '
Always n¢ the end of a conversacion on racial affaics, the
question is asked: " And what of the future? Whae is likely
to happen? What do you think is the solution?” :
DtP the ultimate Futtee I dm in no doubr at all. Jt is incon-
¢eivable to me that two and a helf million whites, divided
amongst themselves, and with ao justifiable caim 0 MORAL
leadership, can'hope 1© mould the continent of Africa o their
pattera, Over two bundred million blacks, increasingly con-
scious of their common past and of their exciting present, are
certainly not going to actept leadership on their continent
from the heies of Paul Kruger, White South Africa will be
fortunace if, fifty years from now, it is sifl o tolerared minority
group, allowed to remain where it has been for cencuries,
I cannot see how n wordd which is so predominantdy non-white,
and which is progressively diminishing in size (and is chere-
fore more conscious than ever of its need for unity) can look
patiently vpon » handful of it citizens so decermined ro live
-In the past, so défiane of dhe crend of world opinion. Perhaps
the Bandung Afro-Asinn Conference was the fiese indication of
a shift in the balance of power, At least it should have beea a
warning to rthose, like Mr, Strijdom, who mee so anxioas to
maintain whice civilisation on the sub-continene, that they have
neighbours, o : ' ‘
But, of the immediate futare, [ am in doubt, It would seem
probable thar any modern government, however unrepresent.
ative of the masses it oy be, can retain control of a councry
if it has the weapons—und the masses have not, Particulacly {8
o , 184 : .
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this true In South Afefea where, i there were e revolt on the
- pare of the Africany, the two white " blocs ™ would forget their
differences st once and unite to defoml themselves and their
“posscssions, ‘

Moreover, a8 [ have tried o indicare in this book, resistance
to oppression and injustice i3 ar & veey low ebb in the Union of
Souch Africa to-day, There is the scenc of defeatism in the air,
The official opposition i, in the words of the Prime Minister,
like a banana: without hackbone and slightly erooked, I is
also wichout aoy effective leadership. The * Liberalises,” as the
Nationalise leaders like to call them, are pechaps stronger and
more united than they have been for maoy a long day. But they
are not united enongh, ol certainly they age not strong enough
numerically to make any impression on the Government.

‘The noa-European people are stifl waitiog for a leader, And
that is perhaps a most crucial point. For discress and defeat
can only be tumed into victory--or perhaps one should say,
‘HAVE in history only been tutned inw victory—~by the emer-
gence of one who is great enough, and wise enough, to unive in
. determination which had bheen beyond their strength.
Equally, it is the dark days which rend to produce such leaders.
Sa there is hope, -

I do not chink thae South Afcica has yer reached ics nadir, I
 helieve that the kind of eraxy nationatism which will destroy a
Constiewtion does not generatly srop ac destroying = Con-
stitution. And I am suze thae the feracional racialiso of White
Sonch Africa will not stop hatf-way in ies apartheid roadness,

But how the end will come, the end that is also a beginning,
I would not kaow. 1 am not ashamed of being wanable to pro-
phesy such things, for ¥ do aot believe s te be the funcrion of
Christlan prophecy. ‘ ‘ '

Ie is for the Chureh to proclaim fearlessly, in season and out
of season, the truch of the Gospel: and w recogoise thar that
truth is revolutionary, and tha it is 8 most powerful solvent of
traditional social idess: amongst them che idea that misce
genation, che mixed marriuge, is WRONG, Le contrary to the
lnw of CGiod, One has only 1o place side by side the two issues:
mixed marcinge of injustice, and o wk which of the two is
- MORALLY miare reprehensible o see dhe fancastic fuddlity of the
guestion, * Would you like your sister maxrr, s’ The way
of apartheid or white supremacy, is and muse always be the way
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of injustice; for it assumes that a difference in pigmentation

s a rpason for exercising power. But, more than tha, the way
of apartheid js a denial of che very foundadion of che Goaped
itself. It is a return o the question, "Am I my brother's

keeper?™; 8 forsuking of the quescon, ¥ And who is my
neighbour?” It is a denial of Charity, and therefore o denial
of God Himself, Noching will pesvade me otherwize, Lense
of all the “intelligenc " rationalisation of the aparcheid policy
which so comfortingly assumes that, once black and white are
divided, they will live happily rogether for ever afcer.

And I RNOW the solution, | E'nc:w it from experience: an
experience which 99.9 per cent of my fellow Sonth Africans
have never bad and would not cace to have,

It lies in the simple recognition that ALY men are made in
“ the image and likeness of God " that in consequence each
PERSON is of infinite and ecernal value: thar the Srate exists
to protect the person, but is in itself always of inferior value
the person, -

- And all these truths, White South Africa implicicly or ex-
plicitly denies, Therefore no social order CAN emerge it which
the problems of South Africa have a chagce of solution,

‘Only we who, in our ordinary daily life, accept and at Jeast
try to act upon these truths, know how easy is the answer.

" If thou hadsc known, even thou ar least in this chy day the

things which belong unto thy pence. Bur now they are hid
from thine eyes”

* The things which belong unto thy peace. ., *

Bur South Africs, like [erusatem, is blind.



APPENDIN
THE FAGAN REPORT

N 1HR lase year of his Government's term of office, General
Smues received the repott of the Fagan Comenission on Native:
Laws, Its serms of reference inclided ™ The operation of the
laws in force in the Union relating to natives in our near ushan
aens, . . . The operation of the native pass haws, wnd the
employment in mines and other industries of migracing labou;
ity evonomic and social effects upoa the livas of the people con-
cerned; und the furre policy 10 be followed in regard thereto,
o Although M. Justice Fagan could say in July, 1948:.
* Que of the main objeccives to the .. . Report is thae those who
have criticised it most bitterly have nor read it Thar means
99.9 per cent of the European population in Souch Africa,”
there can be no doubt that it had ag imense significance in
many different ways, Tt is for thar reason thae | zefer w it here.
In the first place, the fact of the Fagan Commission is a clear
{ndication of ewo things--namely, the almost uobelievably lace
hour at which Smuts awoke © che aeed for w conserictive
native policy himself; and the complete fuilure of his party aod
of the mass of white South Africens to wceps the lead given,
Thar the Nacionalise Farty bad already assumed power wheo
the Commission's repore became avaitable does not ceally sleer
the face chat in noy case it hud come tou lute o be effective in
moulding public opinion. It was o commission which based
all its finding on chree aspects of the situation in South Africa: -

wacticable, . S
2. That the raral snd  urban movement i3 a4 aecoueal |
economic phenomenon engendered by uecessity—one
which possibly van be reguﬁiml but cunuot be reversed,
3, Thae the native population in the wrban areas consises
not oaly of native migeane workers, bue wlso of @ sertled
permanent native population,  (Fagan HRepore Digest,

. SnA.‘-I:Rn‘R& pu ?ﬁ) E ‘ ' .
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1. “Thae the idea of comal segregation s completely im-
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Writing to-day it is easy to see why such a Repore wag nor vnly
unacceptable, but was also unrerd, The past six years have
"seen a policy based on the principles of nparthetd, ac lirse
sceptically considered aod dismissed s an  electionecring
. device: then argued and debared ar every level and in every
‘conceivable seteing: fnully-—and che proviacial electivns of
1954 have proved this—accepted by the vast majority of white
South Africans. It has been my object to try and show how chis
lhas come about; though indeed it can be stated in & very fow
words and summarised as follows: It is noc aparcheid which
hias provided the Nationalist Government with i immense
and growing dominance over all other Furopean geoups and
parties in this country. Ir is not the thiest for such a negarive
state of affairs as * separation ™ in irself thar has so stirced ene
. thusiasm and multiplied votes. It is something much deeper
and much more appedling. In a word it is " White supromucy,
now and dways” Everything, every speech, every policy, avery
act implementing policy in the luse resore muse be measuceid by
this yardstick. Apartheid itself muse be secondaty always o rhe
simple issue of " whitg-man boss” Native laws: native
housing : * native socin-economic conditions: native education,
. even native religion——all these things (and, of conrse, in South
 Africa " Native Affairs ™ are always an ahstract, never have
any relation to living persons) must subserve this one, grear
cend, It is oot white self-preservation that is considercd 2
sufficient motive force tnduy, it {5 white spremacy, that and
nothing fess. And as these past seven yeurs have unfolded, s
ever more openly and, it must be admitred, ever mare efhe-
iently, the Government has revesled irs plan and its pucpose.
" To-day, the Fagan Commission Report reads like a document
from apother world: so contemptuously are its promises dis. -
~ missed, so fantastic do it findings sound—" A setcled, perma-
nent native population, , . " How could such o thing be
contemplated? The nacive s, and must always he in the own
to serve his Buropean master: chat is his purpose and func-
_ tion: chac is what God created him for. If he cannot accept
the ‘position, let him retuen to the Reseeves where he traly
belongs and where he can develop along his own lines, * What
are those lines?” you say. Iris beside the point. The anly thing
that matrers i3 thar he should not, in any circomstinces, feel
“himself pare of a wider (and whiter) culture aad civilisacion,



ARPENDIX R

80 the Pagan Reporr, seillborn, 13 a spmbol of South Africa's
beserting sin-" To-morrow is another day” Aod we, who
when it was first published, regarded i as a very small step ina
doubefully liberal direction, regard it now as'a kind of false -
dawn for ever lost in the night of Natonalise artogance snd
- pride that has engulfed us gl B



FATHER HUDDLESTON

The priest who defied a gavernnont thongh the dietutes
of bis conseiense as a Clristion

Taevor Hupnrrsron, born jn Bedford In 1913, comes from
- a religious family; an aancestor, Pather John Hoddizston,
was the Restoration priest who received Charles If into the
Roman Church on his death-bed, having helped him to escape
after Worcester. Eis father, Captain bir Ernest Huddleston,
served in the Indian Navy and became Director of the
Royal Indian Marine. He himself is an Anglican, '
He was educated at Lancing and Chrise Chuoreh, Qxford.
It was during the Oxford vacations, spent with the hop-
- pickers in Kent, that he first became interested in missionaty
work, He went to Ceylon and India, and then to Wells
Theological College. He was ordained in 1937, For twn
and a half years he was cuzate at $t. Mark’s, Swindon, where,
"as he says, T met, and immensely liked, the raillwaymen of
England,” He joined the Community of the Resurrection®
in 1939 and took the thrce vows of poverty, chustity rad
‘obedience,
- In xo43 he was sent to South Africa to be Priest-in-Charge
of the Community's Mission in Sophiatown. In 1949 be
. was appointed Provincial of the Community in South ﬁf{'im,
" and upetintandcnt of St. Peter’s School, which has been
called “ the Black Eton of South Africa ™, '
- He has become g legend in South Afriea. By the black
people he has been called ™ Makbalipile », the dauntless one,
after a bold warrior who was adopted by another peaple
when theit leaders were lost or captured, ‘Those wha have
seen Fr, Huddleston in action say he owes his success amang
the Africans to his great sense of humour and to his joyous
patore which is so strong a characteristic of the African.
But as often with popular legends, he became a danger to
authority. A Cabinet Minister, brother-in-law of the Prime
~Minister, said publicly that *in the middle ages people like

* A monssie eommuniey within the Chuech of Boghod, fonded ar
. Onford by Bishop Goes in 1864, which alems to seproduce the lils of te
eatly Christlang s rocorded In the Aets of the Aposties, S



Fluddleston would have been burned at the stake® An
officer of the South Afdican Toformation Oflice, who was
formerly its representative in London, wrote to Finddleston
that he * desceved to be drommed out of the couatry ot
strung Wp from the nearest lamp-post as o reoepade’”
He has been persecuted by the police, bis sodiences
photographed row by row,  He has been aceused of being
an apitator to which he replies i * The Christian always s,
‘if he is true to bis calling.” But perhaps of all the things
that have been said of him, the one he would most cherish,
is the remark of an African student g “1 wish he was
- black.™ o
In April 1916, Facher Huddleston was recalled to England
hy his Community to take up the post of Master of Novices,
Since his return he has taken part in countless Press intes-
views, broadeast on television and sound radio, and continues
to lecture to muny thousaads of people from all walks of
life all over the country, His name has become a household
word in Ingland and, indeed, throughout the world. A
group of Cambridyge students was asked recently to name 2
living man they pasticularly sdmired; Father Huddleston
was the only nomines, . _ : '
All this publicity has focussed attention on events in
South Africa,  But Father Huddleston's appeal is for world
opinion fo maks fts poice ward before South Afvica is lost,
not only to the white man, bot to Christianity, :
- The royalties from sules of Naght jor Yowr Comfort
are being used by the Community of the Resurrectinn to
Burther their work among the nogswhires in Southesn Adrica,
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