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St
MAKES
MILLIONS
ON UIF

THE Unemployment Insurance Fund said last year
that it had made R224 million profit from the
woney workers had paid in.

roots
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HOUSES FOR ALL

® 1500 reject house Sales oe - ur o s Pk

|
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e 10% rent increases
e Solidarity with KTC
e The PC will not give

us houses

THE GOVERNMENT has made a mess out of
housing and now expects the people to pay for

.

This was said by
speakers at a protest
meeting at the Hanover
Park Community Cen-
tre of May 15. The
meeting was organised
by the Cape Areas Hous-
ing Action Committee
{Cahac),

We want houses,
comfort and security.
It is the duty of the
Government to take
responsibility for hous-
ing, was the demand of
the more than 13500
people at the meeting.

Busloads of peaple
from all over the West-
ern Cape arrived at the
community centre des-
pite the cold and rain.
People packed the hall
and many sat on the
floor or stood along the
sides.

Houtbay harbour &

The people at the
meeting were silent as
Mr Genoti spoke of the
inhuman conditions
under which the KTC
peaple have to live,

“The rain falls on
our heads and our bab-
ies”, he said. “We dig
holes in the ground
and sleep in them at
night.”

The first speaker was
Mr  Trevor Manuel,
Cahac's secretary. He
spoke about the hous-
ing crisis which he
referred to as ‘die
Eemors’.

He said lots of money
was spent after the
Group Areas Act was
passed and people’s
good homes in District
Six, Constantia and

on the march

HOUT BAY'S people had never stood together

like thiz before,

Many had got up early and told their friends
about the march to the rent office. Some had de-
cided to go in to work at the harbour later than
usual. Others woke up while the march was on and
immediately joined in. One person said: I dont
care if | haven't had breakfast yet. I must fight

with my people,”

They were responding to the call by the Hout
Bay Action Committee, an affiliate of the Cape
Areas Housing Action Committee (CAHAC).

The 200 residents, mostly women who work in
the harbour fishing industry, went to the rent
office to hand over a memorandum outlining their

problems with electricity.

This action was decided upon at a mass meeting
of the Hout Bay Action Committee.

A few minutes after they started the march
through the township, the women, dressed in their
work overalls, had to defy police who wanted to

stop the march.

Security police kept a close watch while uni-
formed police guarded the entrance to the rent
office, where the residents gave their memo-
randum to Councillor, Mr Leonard Pothier to take

to the Divisional Council.

They complained of high electricity bills, burnt-
out main boxes, the electricity due date, faulty
wiring and broken meter boxes,

Police confiscated their banners and placards,

Facreton
lights
go on
- page 3
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“Cahac is ons die Council mense se organisasie,” said a
resident at the Cahac mass meeting.
The people cannot

Goodwood were broken
down,

“Every time they
moved people into other
areas, the Gowvernment
had to spend money on
new houses™, he said,

“The money comes
from our taxes. We
must suffer, not those
who make the laws", he
said,

He szaid people had
to pay high rents, pay
for maintenance and
those earning less than
R150 would even have
to pay for ceilings and
electricity.
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Organising
at work
- page 5
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afford this, he said.
“They want to draw
blood from a stone, so
that apartheid can
work™, he said.

He said the Govern-
ment now wanted o
sell houses at a profit.

“They want us to
clear up their mess", he
said.

Mr Joseph Marks, of
Steenberg said more
than 300000 people
were looking for houses,

“But yet the Govern-
ment spends R200 mil-
lion on defence to pro-

How campaigns
strengthen our
organisations
- page 7
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tect apartheid™, he sz 1,

He urged people .o
join Cahac so that they
can stand united and be

strong.
Mr May Prins, the
Cahac vice-chairim.an

said the task to build
strong organisation iy
ahead.

The people resolved
to reject the PC pro-
posals and the Koorn-
hof bills and expressed
support for the people
of KTC. The people
demanded that the
Government take res-
ponsibility for housing.

200 residents marching fo the rent office - “I must fight with my biej T

launching
congress
-page B & 9
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But while they are
making a profit, hund-
reds  of unemployed
workers are not paid
their money,

Workers pay in
money to UlF every
month while they are
working, Mow the Gov-
ernment ‘s sitting with
all this money.

Advice offices have
found that people all
over suffer because of
vie delay,

Advice

Many workeérs are
not paid for months,
(ihers are only paid
part of what they should
get. And others get
tired of going to Labour
Offices week after week
for nothing,

“We spend a lot of
money going to town.
Fhen we waste the
whole day for nothing™
1 worker said,

Some of the cases

the Advice offices have
handled are:
* Mr Assure from
Heideveld has been un-
cnployed since Jan-
maryy. After going to
iown for many weeks
he gave up.

In April he came to
tine Heideveld Advice

office. MNow he has
signed up again. He has
not received any pay-
ment yet.

* Mr Ngumbela frow:
Guguletu applied for
UIF in October last
vear. He came to the
General Workers Aid
Service after four
months, By then he had
only received R39.16.
The Aid Service worked
out that he should get
B376,00.

®# Mrzs Arendse from
Lotus River left work
six years ago. She was
too sick to work. She
applied for UIF immt-l
diately.

Last vear she applic.d
again. Mow she has
turned 60 and has apg-
lied for Old Age Pen-
sion,

The Advice Offices
want to know what is

happening to all the
MOney,

The Labour Depart-
ment says that the

computer is causing all
the problems. The Ad-
vice Offices say that
this is no excuse,

Why can't the gov-
ernment employ some
of the thousands of
unem played to sort
out the problem?

Focus on
children

& games
- page 11

We pay
tribute to
Bob Marley
- page 15
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City Hall {1933).

50 years ago: Mr, Is;y aammnd adt:frﬁ'sses a May a:,r meeting at Johannesburg

The day the workers said “no”...

IT was 1st May 1950. All over South Africa the
factories stood silent and still. It was a Monday,
but thousands of people were not at work.

The bosses were desperate, They had begged
the workers to come. On the Sunday before, the
bosses had gone to the workers and said “come
and sleep at work on Sunday night, We will give
you food™.

But the workers would not listen. For years,
they had worked for the bosses, The bosses were
rich, but the workers had hardly enough food to
keep themselves and their families alive. And,
after they had spent their lives working, they
were sent to starve in the homelands, The bosses
could not buy them with food.

e T e e e e S T
We are fighting for May Day, the
worker's day. But is one day enough?
No, we shall carry on fighting until the
whole year belongs to us.

e T e e S,

On Monday, the police came out to tiy to
force the workers into the factories. But, thou-
gands stayed at home.

The bosses had money. They owned factories
and machines. The police had guns. But all their
money and guns could not make the machines
work. Without the workers they had nothing,

But, the workers had each other. They had
built the wealth of this land with their empty
hands. They could not vote for their own leaders,

SHIBA'S SHOE STORE

BATA TOUGHEES
Boys & Girls R9.99 pr.

Buccaneers
BLACK & BROWN

GIRLS School Shoes
From R15.99 pr.

GATESVILLE SHOPPING
CENTRE

OFF KLIPFONTEIN RD.
RYLANDS ESTATE

They could not choose where to live and work.

In the evening of that day, the police attacked
the workers. In Jo-burg, 18 workers were killed.
But they could not kill their spirit. The spirit of
worker solidarity lives on — in South Africa, in
workers struggles all over the world.

Every single right of workers today has been
won through worker-solidarity. Since 1886,
when May day was started, step by step, workers
have stood together to force the bosses to listen
to their demands. The demand for unions, for
higher wages for better working conditions.

The 1950 stay away was the biggest demon-
stration in South Africa. This was the last time
that May day was celebrated. Since 1960, the
government was hard at work — banning and
imprisoning the people’s leaders and breaking
their organisations.

But now the oriers are building their
organisations again — in the communities and in
the factories, May day is once again being cele-
brated.

The workers are coming together again. They
are learning the strength that comes from unity,
Let us build that unity and fight for the time
when every day is workers' day,

IN January this Year
3 million people were
unemployed in South
Africa, We szee many
people go out in the
morning to find work
but return without
success in the evening.
In the industries people
are either working short
time, or have been laid
off.

When we work we
all pay in money to the

their blue

want to draw from this
fund, We need the
money we have paid in.

do not do this.

which means that our
benefits are delayed.

make sure that they get
card when
they lose their jobas.
The employer has to

Unemployment Insu- gtate the reason for the
rance Fund., So if we worker becoming un-
are unemployed we employed on the card.

But often employers

A worker from Teak

But when we want. to  Ltd approached the
do. this we are faced Bonteheuwel  Advice
with lots of difficulties, Office. 8ix months

after losing his job, he

&

LAYBYES ACCEPTED

PARFAIR CENTRE
LANSDOWNE RD.

LANSDOWNE
{Opp. Landrost Hotel)

PRICES EXCLUDE G.5.7T.

What is the emplo-
yvers duty as regards
UIF?

Employeérs have to
register workers as con-
tributors to the fund.
They have to pay in the
workers money and

S

had not yet received his
blue card. He iz
in three months arrears
with his rent. This is
because of his em-
ployer’s slowness and
the delay in getting
unemployment  bene-
fit=.

100 YEARS

OF WORKER’'S
SOLIDARITY

FOR nearly 100 years, May Day has been celebrated as a day of solidarity
and unity of the workers all over the world.
May Day started in 1886, when 350 000 American workers left the
factories to march through the streets. They were demanding an 8 hour
working day. In 1889, May Day was declared International Labour Day.
The First May Day demonstration in South Africa was in 1905, But it
was only after 1931 that May Day was celebrated every year by black

and white workers.

In 1950, the SACP, ANC, NIC, and TIC worked together to call a
national strike on May Day. The people were not only protesting against
exploitation, but also against the laws-of the Nationalist Government.
More than half the workers did not go to work. .

After 1950, May Day was not celebrated in South Africa until 1982,
Now workers are coming together again to show their solidarity, and to
learn about workers struggles all over the world.

On this page, we look at May Day in 1950 and May Day meetings held

this year,

Meeting ‘opened my eyes’

“THIS is the first time |
heard of May Day. This
meeting has opened my
eyes, | thought | was

alone with my prob-
lems, Mow [ see that
workers evervwhere are
fighting the same
things."

These were the words

of one of the workers

Bosses don’t care
about our UIF

Transkei became inde-.

The bosses are care-
less im their attitude
towards workers LUIF.
It is an offence if the
boss does not give a
dismizsed worker his
card but the Depart-
ment of Manpower
does not seem to do
anything in making sure
that bosses stick to the
law,

African workers in
the homelands also
have difficulties in get-
ting UIF benefits. When

who attended the May
Day meeting held by
NUTW (National Union
of Textile Workers).
The meeting was ad-
dressed by the general
secretary of FOSATU
and by the Vice Presi-
dent of NUTW (Erring-
ton Tyomba). Mr

Tyomba. told how he
had started organising

pendent in 1976 and
Ciskei in 1981, African
migrant workers could
not get UIF benefits.
The bosses did not
bother to change their
records and continged

to deduct money from
the workers’ wages and
pay it into the fund.
The migrant workers
could get nothing from
the money they had
paid.

On the 1st May this

in his factory.
There was also a
slide show on the his-

tory of May Day,and a
play by the Hanover
Park Youth,

Educational meet-
ings like this were held
by General Worker's
Union and by Food and
Canning Workers Union.

year Transkeiand Ciskei
at last put their own
UIF into operation.
This means that Trans-
keian and Ciskeian
workers in SA will pay
money into the home-
lands UIF. If they are
out of work they can

draw their money in
the homelands, But
the bosses have to

make sure that they
pay the workers' money
into the correct fund,
Although this is a
step forward for migrant
workers it can also be
séén as another way to
control black workers.
It will mean that as
soon as these workers
are unemployed, they
will be forced to go

back to the homelands.
see p.l3 for more n-

formation on UIF

FOSATU wins victory
over registration

. when you require print
— come to the
professionals

. we give you the best of both worlds — speed and quality . . .

ESQUIRE PRESS (PTY) LTD.

VANGUARD DRIVE, ATHLONE INDUSTRIA 7764. PHONE: 67-1260/1
LITHOGRAPHERS - RUBBER STAMPS « PHOTO-TYPESETTERS

THE Federation of South African
Trade Unions (Fosatu) has won a
long battle against the Government’s
racial policies.

In the Natal Supreme Court last
month, a judge ruled that the Regis-
trar and the Minister of Manpower
had wrongly given registration certifi-
cates to member unions of Fosatu
which restricted membership.

The certificates stated that only
workers from certain race groups
could become members of the unions.

But because Fosatu believes in
non-acialism it rejected the racial
registration certificates given to the
Metal and Allied Workers Union, The
Chemical Workers Industrial Union,
The MNational Union of Textile
Workers and the Transport and
General Workers Union in 1981.

In their judgment delivered on
April 15, three judges ordered the

Registrar to lift the limits placed on
the four unions,

The judgement means that when
the Registrar now examines the
membership of a Union applying for
registration, he can only look at
industry, job category and area.

In Fosatu's wiew, it will now be
impossible for the Registrar fto
racially register unions,

The Minister of Manpower and
the Registrar will have to pay all the
costs of the case.

Fosatu is taking a similar matter
to the Transvaal Supreme Court
which deals with the racial certificates
given to the Paper, Wood and Allied
Workers Union and the Sweet Food
and Allied Workers Union.

The Central Committee of Fosatu
said the Sate should pay heed to the
Matal decision and drop the Trans-
vaal case.
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“We have had enough of suffering. We will unite”

MARCH FOR LIGHTS

ngry acrremn residents on the march to City Council.

Houses for people not profit

AN ALLOUT attempt
is being made by the
government to  get
500 000 tenants to buy
their houses,

Already they print a
rogsy picture of how
many discounts people
will get if they buy
their houses, but this is
far from the true story,

The true story is
that we can hardly aff
afford to buy food and
clothes, let alone pay
for repairs to houses,

The true story is also
that nobody should
make profits on a basic
human need like hous-

ing.
Profit

And the government
themselves have admit-
ted this. Their National
Housing Code says no-
one should be allowed
to make profits on
housing schemes.

But in spite of this
code, which is con-
sidered to be housing
law in South Africa,
the government is talk-
ing of making and con-

trolling profits with this
new scheme.
The Cape Areas

Housing Action Com-
mittee (Cahac) has said
the sale of houses is
illegal.

Cahac =id: “The
Government is making
this new deal seem so
rosy. In fact, the Minis-
ter of Community
Development, Mr Pen
Kotze, comes across
like a hawker who,
wanting to sell all his
apples, hides all the
bruised ones under a

single layer of good
ones. The Minister
goes further than the
hawker. He has no good
apples, so he has found
artificial apples to hide
his rotten deal.

“The essence of the
new deal lies in the
words of Pen Kotze:
‘We must get the co-
operation of employers
and the savings of the
people. This money we
must use to build new
houses.’

“The Minister knows
full well that temants
have largely paid for
the houses they occupy
and he is therefore say-
ing that temants must
use their savings for
future housing.

“We mise a few
guestions to show up
some of the rotten
apples:

“They talk of houses
that would cost R2000
and less, How on earth
can houses be sold at
R2000 if the replace-

ment costs are taken
into account?

“The Minister talks
of present tenmants get-
ting first option to
buy their homes. Who
would get second
option? And what
would happen to the
present tenant if the
second option is exer-
cised?

“Cahac believes that
housing is the responsi-
bility of the central
government and that
this responsibility can-
not bé wished away or
made to disappear by
misleading the people.”

“The government's
housing plan is like a
sick joke in view of the
feelings of tenants about

their ability to own
homes and the fact that

more than three million
workers are presently
unemployed, with more
to follow,

“The Government
wants to dump all res-
ponsibility for their
financial problems into

the laps of the workers.

“Firstly, they hope
to relieve themselves of
the burden of mainten-
AT,

“Secondly, they
hope to treble their in-
come from housing by
placing the full rentals
into their own coffers
{At the moment they
receive about a third of
what people pay).

“Thirdly, they hope
to improve the con-
sumer market by fore-
ing tenants to buy
materials for mainten-
ance. Such an attempt
in the present economic
conditions is absolute
madness,

“The Government
also threatens tenants
that they will suffer
major rent increases if
they do not accept the
State’s decision and
makes reference to the
need of this move to
ensure ‘stability’,

“It is clear that the
State needs such ‘sta-

bility’ to force their
constitutional pro-
posals down  owr
throats.

“However, to sug-

gest that such stability
can be obtained either
by denying State res-
ponsibility for the pro-
vision of housing or by
holding a gun to the
heads of tenants, is in
itself a major conira-
diction,

“We know that a
few tenants would wish
to make use of this
opportunity, but the
vast majority cannof.
Cahac cannot and will

not deny tenants this

right, but we see a
major difference bet-
ween the demand
coming from the people
and one being forced
down on them.

“We wish to warn
the Government at this
point of the chaos that
the sale of houses will
bring throughout the
couniry.

Page 3

TWO weeks without electricity came to an end
on Tuesday, May 3, when about 80 of the affected
Factreton tenmants marched to their local rent

office,

As they walked they chanted:
hé&, ons wil ligte hé,"

“Electricity is a right not a privilege,” *“Mrs
Johnson, lewe jy sonder lig?"™ “Ons gaan ons
appliances hou!™ the placards read.

They demanded to see the Housing Manager-
ess, Mrs Johnson, to discuss their problems and
demands.

Tenants in four streets in Factreton had been
without electricity for two weeks,

At a meeting of the Kensington Factreton
Ratepayers and Tenants Association, they spoke
about their problems.

Mrs Collins, who is pregnant, had been put off
work. She was told that any hard work would be
dangerous. But because there was no electricity,
ghe was forced to wash clothing by hand. This
could easily have led to a miscarriage.

Her son was rushed to the doctor. He had
food poisoning, caused by eating rancid bacon. It
had gone off because she was unable to use her
fridge.

Another tenant, Mrs Booysens, had to take her
two-week old baby to the doctor. The child had a
chest problem. The candles and gas in her home
had worsened the problem. A fire had also almost
ruined her home when a candle fell over,

People told of other problems: a whole
month’s supply of meat had gone bad, food had to
be cooked on ‘galleys’, people fell when going out-
side to the toilets because there were no lights.

Many tenants went to the Council to complain.
They soon realised this was useless. Nothing was
done. They decided to come together to fight for
electricity,

They had had enough. They felt it was the
Council’s responsibility # provide electricity as
they paid for it every month in their rent.

On Monday May 2, the tenants came together
and decided to meet the next morning. Their
demands were clear:
® The electricity had to be switched on immed-
iately,
® The Council has to provide adequate houses for
people.

If these demands were not met,
take further action.

And so they marched. When they got to the
Rent Office, they demanded to see Mrs Johnson,
the housing Manageress. After a while a very
flustered and embarassed Mrs Johnson appeared.
She agreed to speak to a delegation.

And Council gave in. At 4.30 that same after-
noon, the electricity went on. For the first time
in two weeks the people could use their stoves, use
their fridges, they had lights.

It was clear that by working together in the
Association, by standing togeéther and speaking
with one voice, the people's demands can be met.

“Ons wil ligte

they would

|

¢ ATHLONE

MEAT MARKET

Cor. Lawrence & Kiiplontein Road.
A thlosren.

Phone B7-3348

For Ql.lﬂllt!’ and Service

86860066660

NEW DELICATESSENM.
THE FIRST OF ITS KIND IN ATHLONE

LOOKING FOR WORK?
LET US HELP YOU — call at

STAFF SERVICES

Wou need to bring with vau

YOUR IDENTITY CARD, BOOM OF LIFE OR
REFERENMCE BOOK

A TESTIMOMNIAL or REFERENCE fram wour
previous employar

30c TO COVER COST OF COMNTACTS

49 LANSDOWNE ROAD
CLAREMONT

SCHOOL LEAVERS
WELCOME

ZAKHE
Zakheé non-profit service
organisation needs a room/

garage for storage.
\ PHONE: 638-6081
TTODDS COMMERCIAL

COLLEGES

MITCHELLS PLAIN TOWN CENTRE, TEL: 32-2114
ATHLOMNE - LEDGER HOUSE ADEM AVE, TEL: 67-8040
ELSIES RIVER: &5 HALT ROAD, TEL: 88-2771

Computer Programming - Every Mon. 6.30p.m.

Basic Programming - Every Tues. 6.30p.m.

FULL-TIME SECRETARIAL COURSES

SWITCHBOARD-RECEPTION TRAINING
Find empioyment almost immediately

TELEX TRAINING
Several job opportunities for the

umemployed typist.

Parents solve your problems.
Send your children o us.
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angry residents surround a armoured personnel carrier rﬁamr

“It Is like a war here.
Nightly spot-lights watch us.
They spray teargas and
take our childrens medicine.

“IT is like a war here.
The police and dogs are
here all the time. At
night, they light up the
camp with spot lights.
If we try to build shel.
ters, they tear them
down.

“But the actions of
the police are just mak-
ing us more angry. How
can they drive us away
when we have nowhere
else to goT::

This is how Mr
Mtholo described the
scene at KTC. " Last
week, the struggle be-
came more inténse as
residents  began to
actively resist the police.

Mr Nthlolo told us
what happened: *Last
Thursday, they were
taking our building
materials and loading
them onto trucks, Then
someone said ‘We have
had enough now.’

“We started taking

things off the trucks,
As the police were
putting it on, we were
taking it back.

“At last the police
gave up. But they were
back next day, with 30
vans, ratels, guns, dogs
and teargas machines,

“They sprayed the
whole camp with tear-
gas, Everyone was get-
ting sick from it, espec-
ially the small children,
We are all choking and
sneezing."

Many people went
to the Guguletu Day
Hospital for treatment,
The police moved into
the Hospital to drive
the people out,

“Then we got really
angry. Some people
threw stones at the
police. So the police
fired rubber bullets at
the people.”

Things were gquiet

over the weekend, Then,

on Monday 9 May, the
police were back.

“We knew they were
coming,” another resi-
dent told us “so we
buried our plastics and
waod,

“But they just took
everything that thev
could find. They toox
blankets, our food,
they threw paraffin on

the fires. They even
took the children’s
medicone ™

“Mow we sleep in
just our clothes, even
through all the rain and
the cold. Some of us
dig holes to sleep in at
night, so we can try to
keep warm."

But the resistence of
the people has not been
broken. “Our spirit is
still good. There has
been more unity
amongst us since last
week. They will not
make us move.,"

that the

children at KTC, Disa River and

all the thousands of other squatters,
life just gets harder every day.

The people are fighting for the
right to live in South Africa with a

On this

Page 4

OUR FIGHT
b FOR HOUSES

EVERYDAY, we hear
Government is talking about reform.
They are using big words to try to
win the people to their side,

But for the men, women and

proper roof over their heads.

The PC and Koornhof bills will
not give them that right. They will
only bring more raids, more evict-
ions and more hardship.

page, GRASSROOTS

looks at the latest events at KTC,
and at the struggles of the Dim
River squatters.

Hout Bay squatters march

LAST Thursday,

Disa  River rzs:dcnl:s
marched to Divisional
Council,

The day before, their
shacks had been demo-
lished without warning
by Divisional Council
officials. The people
were angry, and were
demanding a meeting
with the Director of
Housing

A man from the area
described the demolish-
ing. “When we got home
from work, our houses
were broken. All our
possessions were thrown
to the ground, and
broken, The "afbreekers’
just stood there laugh-
ing.

“They took all our
ginc and wood. Where
will we get material to
build new shacks? And
where can we go?"

The Director of
Housing at Divisional
Council could not ans-
wer their questions, He
told them that they were
“illegal™ squatters, with
no right to be there,

When one resident

Disa River residents discuss their problems.

complained that his
watch had been stolen
by the Div. Co. officials
the Director said “We
can't help you. You
must go to the police.™

The people were
angry about the meet-
ing. “We are prepared
to pay rent, but they
don't give us houses.
Must we sleep in the
open with our child-

ren?"

They returned to the
camp and rebuilt therr
shacks.

They realised the
need for unity and or-
ganisation. They held
meetings, with the
other squatters, and
made contact with the
Hout Bay Action Com-
mittee, an affiliate of
CAHAC.

Now they have re-
ceived a notice from
Div, Co, telling them to
get off the property.

But the people are
determined to stay. Mrs
Anthony, who has lived
there for 35 years, said
“My children were born
and have grown here.
Until they give us pro-
per houses, we will not
move!™

e
E YOUR ECONOMICAL

SUPER MARKET

PHONE: 67-2510

KLIPFONTEIN ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE
ATHLONE

PHOME: 67-1504

STOCKIST OF:

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES

2/6 GATESVILLE SHOPPING CENTRE
KLIPFONTEIN ROAD,
RYLAMNDS ESTATE, ATHLONE

DEFY| @ KELVINATOR ® FUCHWARE
HOOVER SPARE PARTS.

OUR PRICES ARE CHEAF ON GLOBES
AND FLUQRESCENT TUBES

WE DO REPAIRS ON FRIDGES,
WASHING MACHINES, STOVES &
ALL ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES

HALIM’S

Health campaign: Kewtown to screen residents

TWO vyears ago, the
Kewtown Residents
Asgsociation had a sur-
vey in the area. This
showed that one of
the main complainis
the people had was that
many drains WErS
blocked and that this
was a danger to peoples’
health. Council was ap-
proached but nothing

was done,

The Association B
presently running a
health campaign in
Kewtown, They have
found that besides the
problems of high elec-
tricity costs and poor
housing maintenance,
the problem of blocked
drains is still a pressing
problem.

The drains have been
blocked for as long as
people can remember.
Big pools of dirty
stagnant water stand
around. Because there
are no playgrounds,
children play in this
dirty water,

People say that child-
ren pour this water into
bottles and throw it

over each other. One
little girl even sucked at
the stagnanmt  water
through an old straw.
The dirt which the
streetsweepers collect is
dumped at the sides of
the road. So the piles
blow about and collect
in the drains. It is clear
that these conditions
are perfect for the

(Kin/g) gir[ |

Come and see our
Winter Range 83

CORDS FROM R9.99

TRACK SUITS R28.99

SKIRTS FROM R4.99 — R26.99

LADIES V-NECK JERSEYS R3.99

Wide selection of Winter Blouses
Dresses, Jerseys and Suits

LAY-BYE NOW FOR EID
KLIPFONTEIN ROAD, ATHLONE PH.: 67-4990

PARKFAIR
NATIONAL
DISTRIBUTORS

(PTY) LTD.

COLLEGE ROAD, GREENHAVEN
PHONMES: 67-0019, 67-9112/3

CIGARETTES & TOBACCO
DISTRIBUTORS
GENERAL WHOLESALE
MERCHANTS

growth of all kinds of
diseases.

But thizs iz not the
only health problem
that the Kewtown
health campaign team
is faced with. Another
problem is the sick-
nesses caused by poor
housing.

The houses have
damp walls, the ceilings
leak and often the win-
dow frames are broken.
These problems are not
the fault of the people
who live in the houses,

It is the Council's
responsibility to fix
these things, as the
people all pay for main-
tenance in their rént.

One resident =aid:
“The conditions under
which we are forced to
live are disgraceful.
There is no other word
for it.”

The Kewtown Resi-
dents Association are
having surveys and will
hold house meetings as
part of their health cam-
paign. They will also
have a Health Screening
session. During this
people will be screened
for health problems
free of charge.
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IN 1950 I joined the Dairy
Workers Union. The orga-
nisers—promised us about
many things, good working
conditions and more money,

We had to pay a ten cent
subscription. But to tell the
truth we never got anything
from that union. After that
those organisers disappeared,
[ left the dairy work.

Again in 1960 [ joined
another trade wunion. This
time | was working in a
hospital. But as soon as |
joined the trade union it
was banned by the poverm-
ment, before | eould learm
anything in that trade union.

By 1980 | heard about
the General Workers' Union.
Before [ joined that union I
first organised my fellow
workers, telling them about
our problems inside hospital,
which we can fight through
the union. After that we

As small firms close
the job-queue grows

‘WHEN 1 see these women coming into my office,
| want to cry. [ just shake my head. I don't say
anything. They know and I know. There are no

jobs.’

This was told to us by a receptionist at a small
textile firm in Cape Town. There is a constant
stream of women looking for jobs at the factory.

Some of the women come in from Paarl to ask
for work. But last week,-this factory laid off 30
women, 50 there are no jobs there,

The factory is small and simple
textiles, sews the garments as well as prints the
It employs only
because the boss can pay women less than men.

patterns onto them,

When times are hard, it is the small factories
which go out of business. Another small knitting
firm in Woodstock closed down two months ago
because they could not find a buyer for the
jerseys. So more women had to join the job queue.

Gairo Peters said: °l am the lucky one. My
husband still has a job. But we need my money
too. | can't keep the family alive on the money

from just one job."

The great GWU
mystery

break-in

Organi

A worker talks of his 30 years

ing for worke

rights. Have you a story to tell?

started to join the union.
That was not the end. I
began to organise the
coloured workers because |
knew we cannot succeed in
our struggle if we leave

them out, because they are
the majority inside the
hospital. With the help of
one of the coloured ladies
we managed (o organise
coloured workers. Then |

R cilled the union organiser,

But still we had to go a
long road before we were
récognised by the manage-
ment. They demanded our
names from the General
Workers" Union. We gave
our names to the union to
forward to the manage-
ment,

It was not very long, we
were called, the workers
from the group of four
hospitals, Victoria Hospital,
Princess Alice Hospital,
Lady Michaelis, Eaton Con-
valescent Home. They all
fall under one office,

When we were called by
the superintendent he told

pg Us that they have received a

letter from the General
Workers' Union which says
we want a committes, We
all said wes we do want a
committee. He told us we
can form our committee
with about eight -members.
In that eight members we

at work

must elect two members
from each hospital to meet
with the management,

But they were not pre-
pared to meet the union
officials. They were only
prepared to meetf us and
talk across the table with
our problems, And our
membership of a trade
union is not rejected. We
can belong to any trade
union of our own choice.

Committee

We elected our com-
mittee members and two
representatives. In  our
first meeting with manage-
ment we put down our
problem. We had big dis-
cussion about these prob-
lems. We did win some of
these problems, things like
bad treatment f[rom the
housekeeper, t(reating peo-
ple like small children, and
our holidavs and sick leave

Page 5

and public holiday. We are
getting them all now, nine
to ten days off per month,
whereas weére were only
getting four full days off
and two half days.

There are some prob-
lems which we are still
fighting,. Now we are
struggling with the workers
themselves, Since they see
some of the things are put
right they don't want to
support the union with sub-
scriptions, That is the big
problem to the commitiee
members, They have to
keep on talking to the work-
BT5,

Some of the workers will
tell straight in vour face,
“You do not need to worry
because it is not vyour
money.” But if you are
really a leader you have fc
face these things and takv
them very easy.

It makes the

women

mean

live

tract worker {Mr
Rikhoto) took the
government fo courd.

He won the case, and
won- the right to live
and work in the city
with his family (section
10 rights).

The
this a great victory for
contract workers, Since
then, 3 other contract
workers (T.Booi 1981,
Mr Komani, 19582 and
Mr Mdandweni Mthiva,
1983) have also won
their rights in court.
What do these viptories
for contract
workers and for African

in the
can only get a pass to

IS THERE HOPE FOR

CONTRACT WOR

IN March 1981, a con-

15 o
. 2 St
T

papers called

homelands
rights.
the cities if

There is no place

rights, called Section 10
These workers
are allowed to live in

<

¥y :

L
<Ay R

RA

the homelands can only
work in the cities for |

people generally? other than in certain forms of labour......" Dr. H.F. Verwoerd. only be able to stay in
; the cities while their

The pass laws also  with them. Service every year. S0 .oniract lasts

THE government has say that workers who In 1968, the govern- they refused to give 3
always used the pass have worked for the ment tried to stop more Section 10 rights to Some may be lucky
laws to control people same boss for more pegple getting Section anvbody. enough now to win
and keep them out of than 10 years withoula 10 rights. They made a When Mr Rikhoto their case in court. But
the cities. People who  break will have certain  ryle that workers from went to court last vear, African people will

the government

KERS

’ - - % more Section 10 rights.
for the black man in the white economy s it

the judge decided that
Was

still get Section 10
rights if they worked
for more than 10 years. |

This was an impor-
tant wvictory. But we
cannot rely on victories
won in court.

The government-has
had to give Section 10
rights to the 4 workers
who went to court, But
it still refuses to give
rights to millions of
other workers. All these
people cannot take the
government to court,

Also, if the Koornhof
Bills become law, people
= will not even be able to
{ win Section 10 rights in
court, There will be no

Contract workers will

only win the right to
stay in the city with

ON the Oth  Mirel - ! o | come 1Ll _ year — then they have wrong. They said that their families when pass
I L I il @ us, it looks like| yhore js work for them.  the cities withoutasking to go back. Then the workers did not break laws are completely
1983, 3 white men  one of those great mys-| otherwise, they are for permission. They government sabd that their service if they scrapped. Let us unite
'I"f”“ into the (reneral  teries which will never| g -4 to starve in the  are also allowed tobring this rule meant that went home for a holi- and organise to bring
_[“”'hw Union offices  be solved! reserves, their families to live workers broke their day, and that they can that day closer!

in Athlone. Although s i

there was a lor of

money in the aoffice,

they only stole some of

the Union's papers, and
did met touch the
money, Afterwards, the
caretaker saw  #them
leaving in @ Kombi, and
he rtook down the regis-
tration number,

Two  days later,
somebody saw a Kombi
with the same number-
plates standing th &
“palice only” parking
place outside Caledon
Square.

The police admit
that the Kombi belongs
te them. Bur they say
that it never left
Caledon Square on the
day of the break-in.
They say that the
thieves “must have used
fake number-plates””

CINE 400 BUILDING

COLLEGE ROAD
RYLANDS ESTATE

NOW OPEN
GALAXY - DISCO
PHONE: 67-9132/3
“OPEN SIX NIGHTS A WEEK"
MONDAY — SATURDAY

ALSO

CINE 400 CINEMA

PHOMNE: 67-9027/8, 67-5391

FULLY AIR CONDITIONED
LUXURY CINEMA
FOR THE BEST IN
CINEMA ENTERTAINMENT
TELEPHONE BOOKINGS ACCEPTED
DAILY 10.30 AM. — 7.30 AM.

The

every day store at your door

Open till 9pm
Seven days a week

PETER PAN VIDEO FUN

Now at QUICKTRIP SUPERMARKET

Full feature films — only R3.00

VIDEO MACHINES ALSO AVAILABLE




Grassroots May 1983

Comment

Solve the
housing
CriSiS now

THE Government must take responsibility for
the housing crisis facing our people today.

Over the yaars, they insisted on putting the
Group Areas Act into practice. This was done
so0 that Apartheid could thrive, even though it

Wasg at great cost.

Our communities were split up and we were
put into ‘little boxes' all over the Cape Flats,

All the thousands and thousands of rands
wasted senselessly in this way could have been
used to provide us with houses, security and

comfort.

Because of this, the Government could never
provide us with proper housing.
Why were our homes in District Six demo-

lished when more homes could have been built
for those of our people who needed it?
Instead of builders coming to put up more

houses,
them.

the bulldozers came and flattenad

By selling the housas they will shift the res-
ponsibility of maintenance on to us and also
make a profit out of the deal.

Houses should be for people not for profit.

Sale of Houses

The Government has never even tried to
solve the housing crisis it has created.

Instead, it announces it intends selling
500000 houses to the people. Is this their

answer to the housing crisis?
Are we expected to buy their broken houses

which we have paid for over and over again?

The action of the police against the people
of KTC must be strongly condemned. When the
KTC squatters ask for houses, they are shot at

with rubbar bullets.

Is this the Government's answer to the hous-

ing crisis?

Housing Crisis

And the crisis is, in fact, very serious. Thou-
sands of families are on the housing waiting-list;
our homes are overcrowded and falling apart.
Rent, water and electricity accounts are rapidly

rising.

We are living in bad economic times. More
than thres million workers are unemployed.

The bosses are tightening their purse strings
even more, and workers are faced with low

wages. How are our people going to pay their

remts’
afford?

Lat alona buy houses that they cannot

The Government has spent millions of rands
on the Group Areas Act and other apartheid
laws. It has created the housing crisis. It must

solve it.

Our demands have always been that the
Central Government should take responsibility
for housing and rents should be determined by

what people oo afford.

Are we
all going
tdemocrazy?

more hrmdlﬁ
ths matter Cant
we ... blah . blah..

EACUSE ThE Mr chmmun | think we mast consult

At our AGM, Grassrrots decided to encourage more critical debate on our
pages. Mambers agreed that we should allow views independent of organi-
sations to be expressed. This is our first contribution .

DEMOCRACY is runn-
ing wild within our
organisations. It is
sweeping like a wind
through all our sub-
committees, leaving us
all exhausted,

When we are about
to make a decision, it
rears its - head and
reminds us that to be
demaocratic, we have to
ensure that more people
participate in making
that decision. We cannot
decide and act upon
that decizion without
further consultation.
All members of our
organisation must be
party to the discussion.

When CAHACs pub-
lication subcommittee
prepares its newsletter,
“CAHAC Speaks”, an
affiliate suggests that

The
Thinker

copies of all stories be
made and circulated to
affiliates for approval,
For democracy’s sake,
the officials agree that
perhaps stories should
be brought to the gen-
eral body before publi-
cation,

Unfortunately they
say, this time around
this would not be possi-
ble. But democracy de-
mands that more care
be taken next time . . .

And all are in agree-
ment. CAHAC will have
to set aside 2 howurs at a
general meeting fto
study the detail of every

Don’'t be fooled!

Dear GRASSROOTS

THE Article on the P.C,
proposals, which
appeared in the March
edition, is a wuseful
summary of the way in
which the President’s
Council will function.
However, it has serious
mistakes, The whole
article sees things in
terms of race and this
leads the author to the
conclusion that with
the passing of the P.C.
proposals, “‘power will
gtill remain in the hands
of the whites”, What
about people like the
Sebes, Mantanzimas,
Leons, Tebahalis, black
security police, etc.,
etc? Are these people
not part and parcel of
the rulers of this coun-
trv? Are they not our

enemies?
The article on the
P.C. plays into the

hands of the enemy as
it strengthens the view
that Apartheid is only a
question of colour and
white domination. This
view leads to the con-

clusion that the struggle
in this country is a
struggle of Africans,
Coloureds and Indians
against whites,

We must start mov-
ing away from this way
of looking at South
Africa. We must start
showing who and what
the real enemy is if we
want to progress and
move towards creating
a truly democratic, free
South Africa.

The Government is a
capitalist governmeni
and therefore we can
not and must not separ
ate the Governmeni
from this exploitative
economic system. The
Government représent:
the capitalist class ir
charge of this system
The capitalist class are
the ones with the wlti
mate power in thi
country.

This class, through
the Government and
through controlling the
mines, factories, farms
and big shops, deter-
mines the way we live.

For example, we must
remember that rents are
high not only because
the Government refuses
to spend more money
on subsidizing rents,
but also because of low
wages, If vou earn
wages which hardly
cover the food hill for
the month, remt will
always be high,

The article on the
P.C. proposals unfor-
tunately leads to the
conclusion that by only
changing the way the
Government is elected,
a new South Africa will
come into being.

This, as history has
constantly shown, is
not  true, [t
enough to change the
colour of the Govern-
ment.

The enemy is not a
colour, but a class. This
the Government always
tries to hide from us,
but we must not let
them fool us.

F.M.
Woodstock

is MG = —

Reply to FM
of Woodstock

TRUE. The article only
sets out fo explain the
central government pro-
posals. No more and no
less. It is part of a séries
on the PC and hopes to
deal with questions
such as, why the PC
and what it will mean.
Yes, the Sebes, the
Matanzimas, the Hen-
drickses, are the ene-
mies of the people. It is
also true that the
struggle is not simply

a fight between black

story in CAHAC Speaks.

Perhaps it will have
to be 3 hours, or maybe
even 4. But what does
it matter? The struggle
is still long. We have all
the time in the world,
Don't we?

Note: The writer is
not suggesting that this
problem applies to only
one organisation. It isa
general phenomenon
taking root within most
of our organisations,
WHAT do we under-
stand by democratic
participation? This is
the question we need to
ANSWeT.

Grassroots invites
you to contribute to
this debate. Please keep
yvour comments short

and to the point,

‘We are hurt
by this action’

Dear GRASSROOTS

AS a member of the
Kensington, Factreton
Ratepavyers and
Tenant's Association, I
would like to share our
shock and disgust with
all Grassroots readers.
Last month, an active
and long standing elder-
ly member of our asso-

ciation, Mrs Daniels,
was beaten by the
police,

Mrs Daniels had

looked after an orphan
for a few months. He
had moved out to live
with some friends of
his. He and his friends
broke into a Super-
market, and a police-

man was killed.

The police came to
Mrs Daniels, and tried
to force information
from her and her family.

They hadn’t seen
him for a long time,
and did not know where
he was,

The police took her
and her family to the

police station, where
they were  brutally
assaulted,

QOur association and
residents in the area are
very hurt by thisaction.
We feel that it was
handled in the wrong
way,

KFRTA member

ROOTS , AND

SHARLE YouRm
IDERAY WiTH
ALl DUR

Whose fooling who?

and white, As pointed
out, our struggle is for a
nnn-ran:ial, undivided
and democratic South
Africa. And not one
where the oppressed
will become the oppres-
S0TS,

The writer seems to
imply that Grassroots
seées the struggle purely
in terms of white and
black. I write for Grass-
roots from time-to-time,
and want to ask FM of
Woodstock a question.

it not so that
Grasamﬂm makes the
point consistently that
rents are high because
of low wages and the
refusal of the govern-
ment to subsidise hous-
ing? Did Grassroots for
instance not make the
point that the bread
price increased because
farmers were demand-
ing higher profits? And,
that the government
did not want to increase
the subsidy? I think the

‘The Nats want to

Dear GRASSROOTS

LAST week, Mr Pik
Botha was invited by
the head of the Political
Science Dept. at UCT
to give a “lecture” on

“foreign affairs”, Mr
Botha attacked the
United Nations,
SWAPO, the Cubans

and FZimbabwe, He said
that if SWAPOQ took
part in free elections,
20000 Cubans would
move in to Namibia.
After Pik Botha had

spoken, Piet Koomhof

had his turn, a few days

later.
In his “lecture™, he
said that nothing can

stop reform in South
Africa,

He said that the con-
stitutional proposals
would mean:

a) equality regardless

of race and colour

b) full participation in
the decision making
ProOCesses

c) full human rights
d) full citizenship
rights

But a pamphlet

given to voters at Sout-
pansbherg and Waterberg
said, that schools would
remain racially sepa-
rated, that group areas

would remain, that
whites would have the
most représentation on
parliament, that only
the nationalist would
elect the state president.

Dr Koomhof was
unable to answer when
asked why Africans
were excluded from the
constitutional pro-
posals,

stay on top’

It was quite clear
that Dr Koornhof didnt
only come to lecture.
He wanted to make
sure that people would
vote for him in the next
elections, and to accept

the constitutional pro-
posals. At UCT, he
took a liberal view, but
at Soutpansherg and
Waterberg, that Nation-
alist Party took a con-
servative stand.

It is not the reform
that the Nats want, but
power. They want to

make sure that they
stay on top.

Dr Koormhof tried
to stop his lecture being
published, but the SRC

put out a pamphlet.
Now the editor of
VARSITY - (a student

magazine) will have to
appear in the University
Court.

[ hope that my letter
has conveved disgust at
both these actions.

Disgusted
Azaso student

Grassroots article went
further. It also made
the point that the gov-
ernment spends large
sums of money on
defence, but cannot
subsidise basic foods.
Does this strengthen
the wview that the
struggle is one of whites
against blacks? Does it
not make the link bet-
ween how the bosses
and the state work
hand-in-hand to oppress
and exploit our people?

‘Power will remain
in the hands of whites'.
What the article is say-
ing, is that power will
remain in the hands of
the Nationalist Party.
But, what FM of Wood-
stock fails to see, is that
the Nationalist Party is
an all white party. That
a handfull of whites
have all the economic
privileges and the vote
in this country. That
the vast majority of so-
called Coloureds, In-
dians and Africans have
no vote. And that they
are stripped of their
dignity, their culture,
their national pride,
Simply, that they are

anao ppressed people.

FM of Woodstock
says that the enemy is a
“class not a colour”.
Agreed the enemy is a
class, as he quite rightly
points out in his letter.
But, we must never for-
get how  “colour™ is
used for the super-
exploitation of Black
people.

No, we must not
find simple answers to
complex questions. The
gtatement that “‘the
enemy is not colour but
class™, is such a simplis-
tic statement.

Some people see
only colour, and others
see only class, Sure, a
true understanding of
life in our country
means an understanding
of both *‘colour” and
class. Emphasising the
one at the expense of
the other, fails to grasp
the real nature of our
struggle,

The PC is designed
to maintain this very
system of exploitation
and oppression that we
are talking about,

Writer of
PC article
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WHY do we take up
campaigns? Campaigns
show us that we can
win demands by organi-
sed struggle. It is only
through active struggle
by the people them-
selves, that we can im-
prove our conditions in
the townships and the
factories,

Through participat-
ing in campaigns, we
show that the power of
the government and the
local authorities can be
challenged. And, when
we  work together,
when we ofganise to-
gether and achieve our
aims, we learn that we
cannot sit back. “The
struggle is vours, its
mine, jts ours”, said
Cissie Gool at a mass
meeting thrity Years
ago. It is through active
struggle that our
strength and deter-
mination grows.

Campaigns ar¢ a
means of educating our
people and bringing
them into our struggle,
The better organised a
campaign, the more
careful the preparatory
work, the deeper will
be the lessons that we
learn,

Through campaigns,
hesitant and timid
leadership is exposed.
The true leaders of the
people come forward as
they fight in the field.

LOWER busfares, a living wage, votes for all, an
end to unjust laws. These have been some of the
demands of our people.

Owver the years our people have taken up many
campaigns. They have organised themselves. They
have acted against injustice and exploitation. They
have protested, demonstrated, boycotted, marched,

issued pamphlets and newsletters.
All over the Cape Flats, organisations are

talking about the need to fight the President’s
Council and the Koornhof Bills. They are talking
about a campaign, about organised action against

the Government’s “new deal”™,

On this page, Grassroots looks at the ways in
which mass campaigns have helped to strengthen
and build our organisations.

Campaigns assert the
right of a peocple to
decide on their future,
Demands based on the
needs of a people, are
put forward. The im-
portant one of these is,
the demand to govern
ourselves.

We drive home a
simple truth - to
achieve a decent life,
power must belong to
the peaple.

Campaigns are one
of the most important
ways in which we build
our own strength for
the kind of future that
we choose for ourselves

In the heat of cam-
paigns such as, the boy-
cotts of 1980, the rents
struggles of 1981, we
learnt the skills to fight.
The mistakes of today
become the strengths

and lessons of to-
morrow, But more im-
portant, as our aware-
ness grows, our dedi-
cation to fight it grows
too. For this reason we
say, Fmpaigns build
unity in action It shows
us how the system
works against us and
how to fight it,

When we campaign,
we weaken the system.
When we campaign, we
harass and hamper its
uncontrolled power. We
put the system on the
defensive, while we are
on the attack, We weak-
en the system.

We see doubts in the
minds of some of those
who have sided with
the rulers and exploit-
ers. And, more and
more people begin to
refuse to support the
system.

We demand rents
we can afford

IT was January, 1982,
tenants weré up in arms
about the rent increase.
42 civics, churches and
trade unions united
under the banner of the
Cape Areazs Housing
Action Committee
(CAHAC) to fight
apainst the rent
increases,
For four months
tenants waged a bitter
battle with the council
and the government for
“rents we can afford".
In Elsies River, a group
of mothers burnt their
rent papers, 40000
people signed petitions
to show their protest.
And, in every township
50000 pamphlets read-
ing ‘down with high
rents’ were distributed,
Lentegeur Civic was
the scene of a mass
rally attended by 3 000
people, The people de-
manded:
® rents that we can
afford
* 3 stop to rent in-
creases

® hbigger state subsidies
for housing

& and that the central
government takes
full responsibility

for housing

The people wanted
to meet the Minister to
put their demands to
him. But, the Minister
refused. And, when he
refused to meet with
the people, a day of
action  was  called.
Church services were
held, newsletters were
1ssued and the people
took to the streets to
make their  voices
heard.

Lessons

They were harassed
and intimidated by the
police, but they pressed
ahead hecause they
knew that their struggle
was a just one. The
Minister agreed to meet
with the people and
their leaders.

But, we did not win
the rents campaign. The
people’s rents did not
come down. Grassroots
spoke to CAHAC, this
is what they said:

“We have learnt
many  lessons. Qur
struggle is a long and
hard one, There will be
times that our demands
will be met. But, there
will be times when we

will have to retreat
while we are still strong
to fight another day.™
“Although our de-
mands were not met;
no campaign is ever [ost,
We have reached a
higher stage in our
struggle, We have learnt
how to build strong
organisations. We have
learnt the skills of
organising and have
raised our awareness.

We have learnt that

we cannot rely on
management commit-
tees and community

councils, We must be
strong. Organised mass
campaigns are an im-
portanf weapon in our
struggle.™

There will be rents
campaigns in the future,
just as im the past,
There will be rent in-
creases for as long as
our people are exploited
by the bosses and do
not have a democratic
gay in our country.

We have showed the
government that the
people are not only
angry.They are prepared
to make sacrifices for a
better life.”

TAKIN

G THE

STRUGGLE

1952: Thousands attend c:;henr'ng of

|

Defiance campaign. During the

campaingn, people refused to obey laws of apartheid. Hundreds were fined

and arrested.
“WE want our rights, we demand the vote for all™,
This was the slogan of the Franchise Action
Council (FRAC) which was launched in 1951 at
the Drill Hall in Cape Town.

The FRAC campaign was a regponse to the
government's plans to take the vote away from the
“Coloured™ people. At that time, very few
“Coloureds”, mainly men, had the vote, FRAC
called for the vote for all *“Coloured™ people and
the vote for all South Africans,

FRAC was an alliance between trade unions,
community organisations and political organij-
sations. Soon after its launching, FRAC factory
committees were set up all over Cape Town. In
Athlone, Wynberg, Elsies River and many other
areas, area committees were started, FRAC grew
quickly and spread throughout the Western Cape
to places such as Worcester, Paarl and Somerset
West.

The struggle for the vote for all South Africans
was attracting the support of thousands of people.
The first stage of the campaign was to speak to
peaple and to convince them of the importance of
the vote for all South Africans.

This led to the first mass rally which was held
on the Grand Parade on 8th March 1951. The
meeting was held on a Thursday afternoon, there
were 3 000 people,

By the end of the meeting there were 15000
workers who poured in from factories all over the
Western Cape. The people pledged to fight on.
They marched down Adderley Street in a torch-
light protest past Parliament. As they marched,
they shouted: ““We want the vote; down with
Malan™,

In April of that vear, FRAC called a conference
to plan for the 144 delegates from 59 organi-
sations attended the conference. Many factory
committees and area commitiees were répresénted.
Other organisations presént were the African
National Congress, the Indian Congress, Worcester
United Action Committee, Women's Food Com-
mittee, the Food and Canning Workers Union.

Each organisation was allowed to send three
delegates. There were also those who were not
prepared to take a strong stand aganst the govern-
ment such as, the Coloured People's National
Union.

Lé

want
the vote —

whn with
alan”

The conference called for a protest strike by
the workers of Cape Town for May 7. A vote had
to be taken, FRAC organisers worked hard to win
the vote. They addressed 147 factory meetings and
many area committees. At these meetings the
people were called upon to vote in support of the
strike. Thousands of people were drawn into the
strike decision in this way. The majority of the
organisations voted for the strike.

The police, the bosses and the daily newspapers
opposed the strike. They tried to intimidate
workers into not staying at home, But, the
people won. The strike on May 7 was a great
success. 60% of school children boycotted
classes. 95% of shops owned by “Coloured™
people were closed and thousands of workers
staved at home.

For the first time in many years on May 7
1951, the people of Cape Town stood united
and showed their stréength.

By this time, FRAC had grown and con-
sisted of 125 organisations. At a conference held
after the strike, FRAC called for united action on
a national scale. And, in 1952, FRAC joined in
the Defiance Campaign, one of the major mass
campaigns in the history of our people.
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Grassroots May 1983

‘The problems of the
farm workers are filling
our books," said
volunteer working in
the Worcester Advice
Office., ‘There is no
organization for farm
workers. They come to
us with their problems.

B

Their problems are
many.’
Crrassrools vizited

the Advice Office and
heard about some of
their cases:
® one contract worker
was killed doing danger-
ous work on. @ wing
farm. The boss did not
tell the other workers
or the family of the
death. He only called
the police to collect the
body, Then he sacked
the workers who wit-
nessed the aceident.

On the same farm
i contract workers
escaped because of ill
treatment. The Advice
Office is fighting to get
Workmens' Compensat-
ion for the family.
® one conlract worker
was beaten by two fore-
men, Then he was
thrown out of a bakkie.
The boss refuses to

. W}
returm  the worker’s
travel document;
®* a3 mechanic used

racially insulting words
to a worker. The fore-
man said he could da
nothing,;

* g worker living in
the W.Cape since 1944
wias told he had to
leave, ‘They even took
his reference book."

Advice r armw

The Adivee Office
was started at the be-
ginning of 1983 by
UWO, the Worcester
Housing Action Com-
mittee, and the Wor-
cester Branch of the
West Cape Civic Asso-
clation,

An  Advice Office
Committee has been set
up from these organi-

zations. Its members
are responsible for run-
ning the office. There
have been [wo major
problems: money fto
pay rent and telephone,
buy stationery, pay the
office workers,

The other is that
many problems cannot
be solved in Worcester.
The Adivee Office

TR E i Py A
R i,

orkers

T o

works ' closely  with
other Advice Offices
who have more exper-
ence and experts fto
deal with certain prob-
lems.

The Advice Office is
in 33A le Sueur Street,
Worcester, telephone
23103, It is open from
10 am. to 4.30 p.m,
Monday to Friday.

Be smart this year.

Wear Student Prince
Super Schoolwear.

$
UDENT
RINCE

S.A.B.S. Approved schoolwear.
Shoes unconditionally
guaranteed for 6 months.

Page 10

“The Group
IS killing us”

THE GROUP AREAS
ACT forced some of
the last remaining
Claremont families to
move out of their
homes last week.

Many were in tears
as they took a last look
at the homes in which
they had lived for most
of their lives.

Others merely
shrugged and said: “We
have to go. What can
we do™

Most of the families,
from First Avenue and
5t. John's Terrace are
maoving to two bed-
roomed maisonettes in
Manenberg.

Removals

Claremont was de-
clared a white group
areas in 1965, Since
then hundreds of
coloured families hawve
had to move out into
dismal houses and flats
on the Cape Flats — far
from their places of
work, far from shops
and far from schoaols.

The people who
went last week say they
cannot take their child-
ren out of school in the
middle of the year.

Most children go to
school at either Ros-
mead or Livingstone —
an easy walk from First
Avenue, but a long bus
ride from Manenberg.

One old man -—
Claremont’s oldest resi-
dent — has lost the
family who have looked
after him for many
VEears,

“nele Tom™ Lhves
in an old car in the
backyard of a local
family. For years they
have provided him with
water, a little food and
gome security so he is
not completely alone.

Mow the family has
gone to Manenberg and
“Uncle Tom™ is not
eligible for a house.

A young man, whose
family has also had to
move, sald he did not
ko what would
become of Uncle Tom.,
The old man refused
to go imto an old age
home, he said. He was
bam in Claremont and
wanted to die there.

Since  the Group
Areas Act came into
force, more than

12000 coloured fami-
lies in Cape Town have
had to move out of
their homes.

There are less than
40 coloured families
left in Claremont today.
Soon, they too, will be
living far away in places
where they have not
chosen to go.

Marching for
maintenance

LAST month, about 100 members of three civic

organisations -—

BBSK

residents Association,

Manenberg Civic Association, and Parkwood Work-

ing Committee, met with Cape Town City Council.
The three civic organisations, all affiliates of

CAHAC, met with council to

® get council to state its policy on maintenance

* to complain about the council’s handling of the

maifitenance issue

& reject the sale of houses policy

The delegation handed

in a memorandum

which described the problems with the sale of
houses. [t stated that tenants would now have to
bear the cost of buying and maintaining their

houses,

The memorandum also demanded
= control by the people of all aspects of their

lives

® that the state give decent housing to all

& that the state maintains the houses properly
The council gave their usual reply “No funds,

but we will try our best”. This the delegation

rejected.

Technical

problems?

THE Technical Assistance Project (TAP) helps
community organisations and trade unions with
technical problems and information.

Last year, TAP helped some communitiés with
the struggle against higher rates. When the City
Council wanted to raise the rates, TAP helped the
community to find out how rates on land and land
valuation worked,

This wvear, Kewiown Residents Association
approached TAP for help on the drainage problem
in Kewtown. TAF wrote a booklet explaining
some of the technical, legal, financial, health and
social problems of drainage.

If any organisation needs technical assistance,
they can contact TAP through the GRASSROOTS
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Organising for child care

‘WHERE THERE ARE
WOMEN, THERE ARE

CHILDREN®
THIS is what the UWQ
women said at the

AGM. When we are
OTEANIZing women, we
must also be thinking
of the children.

The 1st June is cele-
brated all over the world

as International Day for

the Protection of Child-
ren, This day is set agide
to mabilize far the
struggle to;

= defend children from
the threat of war:

— preserve the health
of children:

— carry out children’s
upbringing and edu-
cation on a demo-
cratic basis.

This day was first cele-

brated in 1950 in 51

- countries.

UWQ will celebrate

ot
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International Children’s
Day on Saturday 4th
June. It's branches are
planning afternoon pro-
grammes for children in
their areas. These pro-
grammes will include

UWO camps

puppet shows, films,
songs and games,

Find out from your
local branch or from
the UWO office (ph
69-1055) about activi-

ties in vour area.

for children

THE Gugulegu Branch
of UWO is planning a
weekend camp for
childréen. The camp is

open to all who are
mntercsted = it is not
only for children of
members, It will start
on May 13.

There are very few
facilities for childreén in
the townships. The
camp will give our

gmmwmmwmm%%
A oame for the chi

ololo share offices,
gome
have more

this

Foidad

children a chance o
enjoy themselves, and

also to learn something, ; Sl
On the first day, we 35 IS OTganizing theme. 8 They have the night to be among the first fo be protected in times of disaster
will also have speeches From doing this work, % They have a right o be protected from all forms of neglect, cruelty and exploitation. 3

and a slide show for the
parents.

HIS was drawn up by
the United Nations
(UN) in 1959, The UN
is an  international
organization with 180
member countries.

South Africa s
excepted because most
couniries do not agree
with apartheid.

Some countries have
drawn up their own
declaration. They have
done this because child-
ren live under different
conditions in  each
country,

UWO has Child Care

we would like to draw
up our own Declaration

Ghildren also have rights
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Declaration of childrens rights

d

b

i

¥

z

X
4,

Tl

AN childres, ro matter afial their race, colonr sex .".r.'rrgh'ﬂgr W .rn"rq'u:m 5, e
entitled to these rights. 4

Chilatren fave o right fo speciad profection. and o right to apportunities and focifires 8
sa they can develop im a normal and healthy way i fresdom and digrity.
Children have a right to have a mame and natanality from ik,

Chifelresr farve @ right fo be given emdugh fo eal fo have o decent place fo five as well
as to play, and fo receive good medical care when they get sick
If children are kandicapped in any way. they have a right to special treatment and B
#idgation, =

Chrildren have o Figi o R g with love, affection ard secwnity, Babies showld wot %
be separated from their mothers. Chiddven showld be brought up by their parents |
wherever possible Cheldren without parents should be looked after by the State. 8

Childdren have the nght to be educated for free

Children showld wor he mady fo work Defore @ perliin age. T-lElfj.l showld wever be
made to do work which is dangerows to their health or whick harms their educarion |

Declaration of the

o of de o

or physical or movel developrment

Childlren should be protected from anyching that causes racial religious or other |
forms of discrimingtion, They should be brought up in a spirit of understanding,
frienaship among proples. peace and wmiversal brotherhpod
12, Children should be brought up to understand that their emergy and talemts showld
be devoted fo the service of their felfow men.

AT A A AU R

which will fit our child-
ren’s neéeds, i

What do vou think
about this declaration?
Are there other impor-
tant rights?

We hope that the
camp ‘will teach new
mothers about our
Organisation. In
this way. we can build
the UWO0, and gain new
membeérs.

|dren
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Metro Cinema Complex
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Town Centre
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SV VALY

269 VICTORIA ROAD, SALT RIVER

TFL. 55 4848

@YY ]

| e MONDAYS T0

| THURSDAYS
CLUB FUNCTIONS

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
DISCO PARTIES

(PRONOUNCED VYTA MEAT)
® @ @

THE HYGIENE - CONSCIOUS

FACTORY WITH STAINLESS
STEEL WALLS

COVER CHARGE R5,00

MONE BEDONINGS ACCEPTED AT THE FOLLOWING
NUMBERS 555316 + 55 4848 & 56 4342

BETWEEN 11am — Bpm MOMNDAY — THURSDAY
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11am — 10pm

Blomvlei Road, Lansdowne, Cape
Phone: 67-81/44
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Children who

live

...;'4" -l ‘

in overcrowded houses will

ASE

catch measles. Children who do not eat enough

will die from it.

What to do if your
child gets measles

MANY children die in
South Africa each year
from measles, Last year,
306 children died. Of
these_ 259 were African,
46 coloured and one
was white.

This year, there have
been 1184 cases, and
139 deaths from
measles. Many of these
were in Port Elizabeth,
where there has been
a measles epidemic

These are just some
of the children. There
are many cases which
are not recorded. Why
are so many children
dving? And why are
most of the children
who die black.?

If children do not
eat enough, or if they
have TB, measles can
kill them because they
cannot fight the germ.
They are too weak to
fight anv infection.

In areas where people

are over-crowded, the
disease can spread very
quickly.

S0 it is the children
of poor families who
are most likely to get
measles, and to die
from it.

LOW DO CHILDREN
GET MEASLES?

Children get measles
from a germ and pass it
on to each other. When
g child with measles
coughs, small drops of
water with the measles
germ in them go into
the air. When another
child breathes in these
drops, he may get
measles one or two
weeks later.

HOW DO WE KNOW O
OUR CHILDREN
HAVE MEASLES?

Measles starts with a
fever, runny nose, 2
cough, a sore throat
and red sore eyes.

The rash starts
behind the ears, then
spreads to the neck,

face and to the rest of .

the body.

The rash 15 also inside
the body, so the child
might get diarrhoea and
painful ears.

®* If the child gets
worse, call a doctor for
help because children
may develop pPneu-
monia, meningitis or
bad pains in the ear and
stomach.

* Clean the eyes with
cooled boiled water,

* The ald belief that
children cannot  be
bathed is not true, The
child will feel better
after being washed,

HOW CAN WE
PREVENT DUR
CHILDREN FEOM
CATCHING MEASLES?
1. Have wour childrén
vaccinated against

Losing a job and coping with rent
How can we Pay?

IT has been a hard vear for Mrs Bester. Her
husband had a job with a construction company in
Mitchells Plain. Then one day the boss called him
in and told him that the government was going to
stop building houses — so there would be no more
work for him next week.

Her hushand had been earning R344 a month
so the rent on the house in Mitchells Plain was
high — R65 a month. And now there was no more

MOoney coming in,

Mrs Bester had to do something. She had four
small children to feed and a sick granny to look
after. She thought: if our rent is worked out on
our income, then surely now that our income is
nothing they will bring the rent down.

So Mrs Bester went to the Housing Office.
“My husband has lost his job,” she said. “You
must bring down our rent!™

The man in the Housing Office looked cross.

measles when they are
T and 14 months old.

2. Try to give your child
as nourishing food as
possible,

3, Try to keep children
who do have measles
away from other child-
ren

WHAT HAPPENS IF
A CHILD GETS
MEASLES?

Most children with
measles lose  weight
Their sore mouths stop
them from eating. The
diarrheoa stops them
from absorbing all their
food, Measles harms the
guts and the lungs.
WHAT CAN ORGANI-
SATIONS DO ABOUT
THIS DISEASE?

* We can all stand
together and continue
the struggle for healthy
living conditions.

* We can fight for
higher wages and for
control of the clinics
and health facilities.

* In the meantime we
can organise for better
child care and educate
ourselves about illness
and health,

“the poorman’s friend”

CORNER OF THIRD AVE & RETREAT ROAD
RETREAT

PHONE

— 722272
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“You've got no chance!™ he said. *You will have
to wait until the Council does its next income
survey in 1984, Then if your husband still has no
job we will change your rent. Until then you must
pay the same.”

“By then we will all have starved!” shouted
Mrs Bester.

“Well " said the Council man, looking a bit
ashamed, “if your husband had just lost his job
because it was time to retire or because he'd been
disabled at work, then we could bring vour rent
down now”,

“That doesn't help me, does it!" said Mrs
Bester.

What could she do now? They would probably
have to give up their house and move in with
granny. An she walked slowly home she decided
there was one thing she could do. She would join
the local civic association and help to fight for
good, cheap housing for everyone.

Support the Bolani Co-op

An example of clothes made by the Bolani Co-op. Shirts -R11.85
Dresses (small, medium, large) - R14-50 in cotlon or polyester.

moment there are 1]

THESE clothes were live on is a daily
made by women of the members of the co-op strugele, Working in a
Bolani village in the Only 3 have husbands, co-op like this is one
Transkei. who are working on the of the few ways they

The women are mines. have of earning money.
working in a clothing For these women, Through the co-op.

the women can come
together to share their
skills, and to share the

like thousands of others
in the homelands, find-
ing enough money lo

co-operative, started by
the Caguba Develop-
ment Project. At the

E

cost of buying material,

The women need to
find people to buy their
work, Organisations or
shops: who are willing
to sell the clothes, and
people who want to
buy them, can write to

MEAT MARKET

Caguba  Deveclopment
Phone 67-2129 Project.
A Blondel
KLIPFONTEIN RD., AYLANDS ESTATE I".CJ.EF::; 11
Port 5t Johns
PTG J Transkei.
i Sataa et = 2

ARCADIA CASH & CARRY
WHOLESALERS

245 HALT ROAD, ELSIES RIVER. PHONE: 98-2326

Special offers until stocks last
from 17th - 28th May 83

CADBURY ECLAIR POPS — R5.05 (144 X 5¢)
CASE LOTS R4.99 PER PACKET

CADBURY ECLAIR TOFFEES R2.05 PER PARCEL
CASE LOTS R2.05 (16 X 144 X Zc)

Special Event on Friday 20 May
SIMBA LION & NIKNAK MAN
h will be at Arcadia Motors from
3p.m. — 3.30p.m.

All Welcome




WHAT IS UIF PAY?Y
IT ia pay for workers
who are anemployed, It
is supposed to help yvou
whils wyou afe looking
for a new job, Youcan't
get UIF pay if you have
retired or if vou go on
hollday, You can only
get UIF pay if youo haye
paid into the Unem-
ployment Imsurance
Fund.

HOW DO YOU GET
YTOUR UIF PAY?

You must take wour
blue card to the office
af the Department of
Manpower and megister
with them.

It ia wery importast
to register as soon as
you are unemployed,
Ctherwise you will have
to wait longer to get
yvour UIF pay. YOU
MUST TAKE YOUR
BLUE CARD WITH
YOU TO REGISTER.
Even if vou don't yet
have your bloe card
you must still register.

You will have to go
back and sign the regis-
ter agaln whibe you are
unemployed, It is very
important to do this
AS OFTEN AS THE
OFFICIAL AT THE
OFFICE TELLS YOU
TO.

If vou miss a time
you will have to start
your wait for ULF all
over again,

WHERE DO ¥YOU GET
YOUR BLUE CARD?

When you start work
for the first time the
boss muost £l i & Blue
card for you, He must
keep it until youo [=ave
the job.

If you had a -card
and lost it then your
boss must Fll in a new
one.

When wyou leave the
job the boss MUST give
vou your card. If he
doesn"t give it to you,
you must ask for it

Where to
register

T Register: Depart-
ment of Manpower,
Thomas Bovdell Build-
ing, (oppogite Caledon
Sguare Police Station),
Cape Town Central,
FPhone; 457110

To sign and collect

U.LF. pay:
Cape Town: = Depart-
meént of Manpowar,

Thomas Boydell Build-
ing. Women on Monday
afternoons, men on
Thursday mornings
Southfield: Civic Centra
Library, corner of Cas-
inoe and Vicltoria Rd.,
on Tuesday mornings
Elsies River: Civic Cen-
‘tre, Halt Rd. opposite
SHAWCD on Wednes-
day morning.

Atlntis:  Clvie centre
library on Friday maor-
nings.
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AT the end of last yvear, 3 milliom people were
unemployed. This number is growing bigger every
day, a5 more workers are laid off,

Everyday we hear that the country is im re-
cession. This means that business is bad and bosses
may lose some of their profits. But it also means
that thousands of workers lose their jobs.

Unemployed workers can get a small amount of
money from the government, through the Unem-
ployment Insurance Fund (UTF).

It is important that workers know their rights
sbout UIF, Many people do not claim ther money
because they do not know how to claim,
Grssroots explains these rights. For more infor-
mation you can go to the sdvice office in your

area (see list).

Thiz & very important
becauss you can't get
UIF without it.

It iz 8 common prob
lem that the bosses do
not provide the card as
soon as a worker leaves
the joh.

Blue card

WHAT MUST BE ON

THE BLUE CARD?

* Your name (check
that the gpelling is
right):

* Your identity muom-s
ber;

& Your address;

® The date when you
started working in
each job and when
you lefi:

# How much you wera
earning when you
lef the job;

#._ The reason why you
left the job.

CHECK THAT THE

BOSS HAS FILLED IN

ALL THESE THINGS

FROFPERLY',

The reasons the

can fill im are;

1) The worker has re-
signed |

2} The worker is redun-
dant (this means the
bom i3 employing
fewer workers and

boss

snme Wworkers were .

dismissed};
3) Any other reason.
If wou resigned, you
will not get UIF pay for
the first six weeks. After
that wouo will pet. UIF
pay, The same applies if
the boss fills in number
3 (any other reason),

It & very importan
to see that the boss fills
in the right reason.

PHONME:

WHEN CAN YOU GET
UIF PAY?

1. If you have bBeen
dismiseed, or have ne-
signed from your job.

2. If you are getting
less than 1/3 of vour
usunal salary  becauss
are sick or pregnant.,

3. If you are a widow
or ‘someone who paid
into the UIF, or if you
were  dependent on a
contribitar to the fond
whio has died,

HOW MUCH MONEY
DO YO GET?

You get just less
than half {45 per cent)
of your weekly wages
when you become un-
employed. For example
il your wages were B30
a wesk you will gei
R13,58 a week LUIF pay.

If your wages were
B40 you will get RI8a
week, This money is
paid in cash.

HOW LONG MUST
YOU WORKE EEFORE
YOU GET UIF PAYT

You must work for
at least 13 weeks in the
year before you losa
your jab,

HOW LONG CAN YOU
GET UIF PAY?

one year if you paid
UIF contributions for
long enough,

This means ¥You
could get 26 weeks UIF
pay i woo had paid
contributions for three
YEars or maore.,

(O5Y (ORNER

RESTAURANT AND TAKE-AWAYS
Now also open in Mitchell's Plain

77-2196

\119 OTTERY KOAD, \"-"‘I"HHERG/

How to claim UIF

You cam gel ome
wesk UIF pay for every
elx weeks you have paid
UlF contributbons in all
the time vou have been
wiorking

You can get UIF pay
for up to 26 weeks in

CAN A MARRIED
WOMAN GET UIF
PAY?

Yes. If a mumied
woman loses her job
she can get UIF pay, It
[dowen't matter if her
[hasband has got a job
or nof.

DEDUCTIONE FOR
IIUIF,

Every * week  your
emplayertakesa certain
amount of your wages
for UIF. The amount
deducted from WERHE

beging at 10 cifils a
week for the lowest
paid workers,

The maximum amos=
unt deducted i% 65 cente
for thoss earmning R130
& waek,

If you are a Trans
keisn contract worker
and deductions are still
being made from wour
wages for UIF then vou
can claim a refund of
your contributions,

EXTENDED  BENE-
FITS FROM UIF.

Under certain con-
ditions it is possible to
get UIF for longer thaw
16 weaks,

For this you have
paid into UIF for & long
time. Yoo must have
worked for at least Three
months in the last year,

You have to visit five
differant employers and
get signatures from
them saving that they
do not have a job for
¥ouu,

CAN MIGHEANT
WORKERS GET UIF?

Yes, The law has just
changed to allow this,

From the 15th Ma
1983 Transkeli an
Ciskeli workers can
pay imio the fund and
draw benefits,

WHERE TO GO FOR HELP

|
THE following is a list of worker, legal aid and civic advics offices which can
help you with your problams. In future issuss of Gramsroots we will list new
ffices and any changes in old ones.

GENUINE INDIAN

GARLIC & GINGER PASTE
BRAAI SPICES & FRESHLY
MOULD SPICES ARE SOLD

These affices are already open:—
1. Bontshpuwel Civie Association Advies Office Saturdays
Room 13, Town Centre, Bontaheuwwel 8 am — 12 pmi
P.0. Box 20, Bonteheuwasl, 7743
2. Ganeral Workers Union Ald Sarvics Baturdays
Banbow Buillding, Beverley Strest, Athlone. Sam—1pm
Open weekdays for emergencies only.
Phone; B7-0870
3. Heiddeveld Advics Office Saturdays
Town Centre, cnr Heideveld and Ascension Rids Gam =12 pm
h 4. LOGRA Advlce Offica Saturdays
Madressa Building, 15t Ave off Buck Road, 10 am = T pm
Lotus River.
B. Ravensmead Worker Advics Bureau Satundays
5t. Francis Anglican Church, Christian 5t. Sam-—1pm
I Ravensmead,
B. Stesnberg Advics Centre Saturdays
Retreat Public Library, Conoert Boulevard 8am — 12 pm
P.O, Box 12, Retreat, 7985
7. Worcester Adviea Offica Mondays to
334 Le Seuer Strest Fridays
Worcester, GRG0 8 am —5pm
Phone (0231) 23103 — Ask for Miriam Maleloke Saturdays
8. ULT, Legal Aid Office g‘l‘uﬂﬂl.m wil':m
2nd Floor, Room A228, P.D, Han Building Thursdays
U.C.T. 1 pm — 2 pm
: Phone BE-BO26
9. Heideveld Lagal Aid Office Mondays
Shawco Offices, Heideveld Road, Heideveld 7.30 — 8 pm
Phona 67-8033
10. Manenberg Legal Akd Office Maondays
Shaweo Offices, Kasougs Road, Manenberg T.30 — 9 p.m,
Phone GIE-5131
11. Retreat Legal Aid Office Wednesdays
Mary Atlee Community Centre, Retreat Road 730 —Bpm
Phona 72-6989
12. Kensington Legal Aid Office Thursdays
Shaweo Offices, 12th Ave., Kensington 7.30 — 9 pmi
Phone 514871 or 51-6147
13. Ehies River Logal Aid Offics Thursdays
Shaweo Offices, Halt Road, Elsies River T.30 — 8 pm
Phone 88-0011
14, Crossroads Lagal Aid Office Saturdays
SACCLA Clinig, Crossroads 0,30 — 12 pm
15. Guguletu Legal Aid Office Alternate
I &t. Cyprians’s Church Saturdays
Longa .30 — 12 am
The following affices will open soon:
Hanover Park Civic Amociation Advice Office Wednesdays
Room 4, Shopaing Centre, Hanower Park 7 =8pm
! P.O. Box 31, Hanowver Park, 7782 Saturdays
D am — 12 pm

Woodstock, Walmer Estate and Salt River
|'|T|'I-I following organisstions can give help and information to groups setting
up sdvice affices:
1. Technicsl Assistance Group [TAG)
20 Alred Straet
Obsarvatory
Phone 47-9862 or B9-8531 axt 217
| 2. SAKHE — Resources for Co-operative Development

Rooms 1 and 2, Town Centre, Hanover Park
Phona 638-6084 I

You'll love
the Spicy
lavour
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Jakes talks about their constipation proposals

“THAT was darem a lekker fight on TV

Page 14

Jakes continued: “The new proposals

last night,™ said Jakes.

“What wou talking about,” said his
friend, quite puzzled, “There wasn't any
boxing on TV last night."

“No man, not boxing. I am speaking
about P W Botha's meeting Jussis man, the
hall was packed and, yes, there were some
potential boxers and wrestlers present.
Some of the okes were hitting each other
in such a way that I thought the world title
was at stake,

It started looking like one of our gang
fights here in Lavender Park or in Hanover
Hill, only those ouens were wearing suits
and ties. And when the fighting started,
some of the people, thieir eves as wide as
saucers, quickly left the packed Pretoria
hall.™

“What was it all about Jakes?" said Attie

LsTEN, THE WHITES WILL KEEP
THE POWER - WE'VE GOT THE

WET REFUSE
BLALkY SAVAGES SITTING

o WAVE
;S
N PARLIAMENT U
: £ K.

allow Coloured and Indian ‘leaders’, chosen
for us by P W Botha to sit in parliament,
But this is all they can do . . . SIT in parlia-
ment and wait for their big fat cheques
every month,

“And do we know we are only going to
get one vote. Those with property are

going to have two or three votes,"

“But that's not democracy," protested
Attie, “that’s demo-crazy.”

“And now P W wants to have a referen-
dum, to see how white voters feel about
the new proposals." said Jakes,

“And Allan Hendrickse wants to do the
same with the coloureds. He said the
Labour Party will enter Parliament if more
than fifty percent of people who vote say
ves to the LP going into Parliament.

who normally did not take much interest
in such things. “I mean | always thought
those boere stuck together like toffie

“HNP leaders have hit out at the NP and
have made some fantastic offers to voters.

apples.”

“Mo yvou see" said Jakes, "It is like this.
They are all verkrampt. Only some are
more verkrampt than others. And those
who are very verkrampt want those who
are only verkrampt to be more verkrampt.

“P W Botha called the troublemakers,

who are from the Conservative Party and
the Herstigte Nasionale Party, ‘white
barbarians', You see Attie they are against
Mr Botha's constipational . .. er ... con-
stitutional proposals. They are very angry
and say it is wrong for Mr Botha even to
try and trick the Coloureds and the Indians.
He must leave them alone completely.”

“So if 20 of us vote, Attie, with 11
saying ves and 9 sayving no, the Labour
Party will enter Parliament saying it has the
majority support of the coloured people.”

“But coming back to the fighting", said
the talkative Jakes. “There were also HNP
supporters at the meeting and they have hit
out at the Nationalist Party.

“Mr Jaap Marais, leader of the party,
said that if the HNP came into power,
young couples would be given big benefits.
But this was on condition that they have
four children within 10 years of marriage.™

“That's interesting,” said Attie, a smile
coming to his face. “The party will certainly
become more popular now!"™

[suvsnmwn YOUTH

Universities protest
against new ‘Quota Bill’

STUDENTS and lec-
furers are angry about
the new “Quota Bill"
which the government
wants to make law.
This bill says that only
a certain number of
black students will be
allowed to study at
white or ‘open’ univer-
sities such as UCT.

Up till now all black
students had to apply
for a permit to study at
4 white university. He
or she had to have good
reasons for wanting to
do so. This is because
the government expects
each ‘ethnic’ group to
use its own ethnic uni-
versity.

People have always
protested against the
permit system, The new
bill says that there will
be no more permits as
far as the universities
are concerned. The gov-
ernment is trying to
show us that it is chang-
ing. But the people are
not fooled,

A student said: “Al-
though there will be no

“The new quota system is
Just as racist as the old

system.”

more permits, the new
quota system is just as
racist as the old system.
No matter how many
black students apply to
study at an ‘open’ uni-
versity, only a small
number will be accept-
ed. The main difference
is that now the univer-
sities will have to apply
the racist laws."

The Quota Bill says
that in each faculty or
department there will
be a fixed number of
black students. The
government will decide
whether this number
will increase or decrease,

For example, if the
big bosses need more
engineers for their fac-
tories, the government
will allow more blacks
into the Engineering

Faculty. On the other
hand, the government
does not like too many
students studying poli-
tics, so fewer black
students will be allowed
into this department.

Liniversities were not
always separate. Before
1959 students were
selecied according ito
their high school results,
O course they had to
have money to pay the
fees, In 1959 the gov-
ernment put a stop to
this. They introduced
the separate Universities
Education Bill. It said
that all white wuniver-
sities would be closed
to “non white™ siu-
dents.

Each group would
have its own university,
This became law in

1959, According to this
law any ‘non white® stu-
dents found studying at

a2 majority of black stu-
dents,
On

the other hand

a white university the government also has
would be punished. to think about the big
They could get 6 bosses, There is a great

months in jail or would
have to pay a fine of
£100 (almost R200).
All black  students
wanting to study at a
white university would
have to apply for
special permission from
the government.

But why has this
new Quota Bill been
introduced at this time?

As the vears have
gone by, the number of
black students at univer-
sities have been steadily
increasing. This means
that soon there will be
more black students
than white students.

The government has
a big problem. It needs
votes from whites who
want to keep apartheid.
It therefore does not
want too many blacks
at white universities.
The government can see
that there will soon be

shortage of skilled
labour in the country.
There are not enough
whites anymore to do
these jobs, If the bosses
do not have enough
skilled labour this will
affect production. They
will not be able to
make as much profit.

Youth week project
13th - 17th June

THE Silvertown Youth Movement started in 1981,
We have a number of members from the area.

In the past we have had activities such as moun-
taineering outings and camps. In the sporting field
we have soccer, volleyball, netball, swimming,
rughy and we have organised a sports day. The
youth club also has a serious side, where the con-
centration is on art, drama, music efc.

Starting from the 13 — 17 June, we will be
holding a Youth Week Project. This project will
run during the day and as well as the evening to
cater for the working youth. The programme will
run as follows:—

the Ie MONDAY 13 11.30 am. — 2.00 p.m.
m are Ercni.:g'!l[;r; Chairmans introduction to
want the government Youth Week,
therefore to train more Contact drama.
blacks to do the skilled
jobs. TUESDAY 14 10,00 a.m. — 3.00 p.m.
The  government Games eg. table tennis, darts,

wants to try and solve
the problem by build-
ing more ethnic colleges,
This will please the big
bosses. It will allow
only a few black stu-
dents at the white uni-
versities. This will please
the white voters who
want to keep apartheid.
The people, how-
ever, are not fooled.

DOENIF'S DRAPERS

33B HALT ROAD, ELSIES RIVER
PHOMNE: 98-2182

Afsﬁ at Digger’s Factory fh-:::p

15t FLOOR, 89 CHURCH STREET, CAPE TOWN
{Mext to Lovell Procter) PHOME: 22-4825

SPECIALISTS IN MENS:
Suiting, Trimmings, Buttons, Linings
and Trouser Lengths

s
I STOCKISTS OF: :
Large selection of Local and

Imported Tweeds

A SPECIAL SALE NOW ON AT DIGGERS
FACTORY SHOP ON ALL TWEEDS
TROUSERS LENGHTS AND SUITINGS

&

® Chees
@ Butter

® Etc., Etc.

N

SUPER

FISHERIES

FOR
FRESH FISH
DAILY

I‘ SNOEK e KINGKLIP ® STOCKFISH
CAPE SALMON e KABELJOU
RED ROMAN e STEENBRAS

® Hot Fish & Chips
® Fresh Rolls & Varieties of Bread

® |ced Cold Minerals

KLIPFONTEIN ROAD, ATHLONE
PHONE: 67-3910

i

kerrim, etc.
Coffee Bar with local talent
for the afternoon and ®vening
2 pm. — 10 p.m.
WEDNESDAY 15 10.00 a.m. — 3.00 p.m.
Drama, Art, Music, Silkscreen-
ing workshop.

10.00 a.m. — 3.00 p.m.
Sports Day

8.00 p.m. — 10.00 p.m.
Mime, Music, and variety

THURSDAY 16

FRIDAY 17 10,00 a.m. — 3.00 p.m.
Improvised Drama using factory
offcuts to structure costumes
and scenery for a play.

The club meets every Friday 8.00 p.m. at the
Silvertown Community Centre, Linaria Crescent.

LOOK OUT FOR POSTERS IN THE AREA.

Support us

THE Crawford Youfh Movement is having a fund-
raising effort at the Galaxy on Wednesday 8 June.
Tickets will be sold at R4,00 as the organization is
urgently in need of money to carry out projects
and programmes.

We hope that all other organizations will come
along and support us as this will not only be a
chance for enjoying ourselves but also one more
chance for making further contact and getting to
know each other,

For further details the Secretary can be con-
tacted at 61-1150,

|
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“l am poor now, but 1 am not cry- §
ing. I'm going to win. Kippie Moketszi §

is not dead yet!™

Kippie said these words lesgs than a
year ago. On the 27th April, 1983 he
died in Baragwanath hospital. He was

38 vears old.

Dollar Brand cried when he heard
the news. And people in South Africa
and all over the world cried with him.

Kippie has been called the “father
of South African Jazz™.
1925 in the slums of Johannesburg,
he lived in the harsh world of South

African townships.

His music plays the spirit of those
townships, and of the people’s strug-
gle. With pecple like Dollar Brand,
Hugh Masekele, and Todd Matshikize,
he created a music that is truly South

African,

Of Dollar Brand, he said “Dollar
knew nothing about music when [
met him. He was just a ‘skollie’. He
followed me everywhere, Now he is

a big man in music.”

The record companies made lots

“Tis a Reggae music”.

page, Grassroots pays t
Music.

MARLEY sings *“We
forward in this genera-
Iiun triumphantly, All

ITS Gumba time, its Reggae time,
People sing l.mi sway to the rhythm of Marley's

Its two years after Bob Marley’s death, and his
music continues to inspire our people. On this

ribute to Marley and his

I ever had is songs of
freedom, won't you
help to sing these songs

Born in

of money from Kippie's music. But
when Kippie died he had nothing. No
money, no house, no work,

But he had the courage which had

created his music, and the courage to

say “Kippie Moketsi is not dead yet".

And in the music of Dollar and
Masekele and other
jazz musicians,

South African
in the hearts of all

who love and listen to his music,

Kippie Moketsi lives on.

GANDHI

“should bhe

looked at critically”

AT present, Gandhi
is being shown at bio-
scopes all over Cape
Town.

There has been a lot
of talk and discussion
about the film. Three
weeks ago the director
was meant to come to
South Africa to attend
a premiere of the film
in Johannesburg. But
the preview was to be
open only to Whites.

There were protests
from people in South
Africa and from the
Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment in Britain and at
the United Nations. As
a result, the director,
Richard Attenborough,
was forced to cancel his
visit to SA.

- Gandhi is about the
life and work of
Mahatma Gandhi and
the struggle of the
Indian people for free-
dom from British op-
pression. Gandhi stress-
ed the need for unity.
He believed that if
religious and class dif-
ferences were not set

aside, the people's
struggle for freedom
wiould fail,

Gandhi also warned
the leader of the Con-
gress Party — the party
leading the struggle for
freedom — that speeches
by lawyers would not
bring victory. Only if
the masses were reached
and mobilised, would
freedom be certain.

In the freedom
struggle, Gandhi used
the strategy of passive
resistance and non-co-
operation.

This was a method
of struggle he developed

in SA, whén he was
working as a lawyer in
Natal. He used it to
fight the government’s
move to force Indian
South Africans to carry
passes.

The government res-
ponded to the Indians’'
campaign of non-
violence with violence:
people were brutally
beaten and thousands
were jailed,

In the end, however,
the battle was won, and
the Government was
forced to drop the pass
laws, It was this battle
that gave rise to the
formation of the Natal
Indian Congress, and
the proud tradition of
the Indian people in the
struggle in this country.

When he returned to
India, Gandhi used this
same strategy of passive
resistance against the
British colonial adminis-
tration.

The British army
and police fought back
with violence, and

thousands of people
were killed. Gandhi was
jailed a number of
times, but in the end,
the British were forced
to leave,

Although Gandhi is
a beautifully made film
that people should see,
it must be looked at
critically.

It is a film about the
life of & people’s leader.
Because it focuses on
the individual, it does
not show the role of
other people in the
struggle, and more im-
portant, people them-
selves,

The end of the film
deals with the violence
beitween Hinduz and
Moslems after indepen-
dence, specifically in
the city of Calcutta,
where thousands died
in religious riots. But
the film does not give
the background to the
fighting, or go into the

reasons for the hatred
between Moslems and
| Hindus,

of freedom™

This is one of the
most powerful messages
that Marley has brought
to millions of people all
over fthe world. His
music lives on. His songs
tell of ordinary people
and their lives. Of hard-

ships, suffering and
poverty in the world to-
day,

“Check out the real
situation, write and sing
about the things which
happen to people in
their daily lives.”

Marley did not just
sing about what he saw,
He also tried to help us
understand why things
are the way they are,
The song, “Johnny was™
tells how a woman
“held her head and cried
because her son has
been shot down in the
streets and died, from a
stray bullet . . . . just
because of the system_"

At should not sur-
prise us in South Africa
to hear about these
experiences. The truth
is that life in Jamaica
where Marley lived, is
very much like our own,

A “system" causing
great suffering to the
people.

The Jamaican soil is
rich in bauxite which is
used to make tin. Rich
American companies
make millions of dollars
out of tin mining. This
money is taken back to
America while the
Jamaican people remain
poor,

When

the Peoples

Until the philosophy which holds one race
superior and another inferior

15 finally and permanently

discredited and abandoned

until there aré no longer first class and

second class citizens of any nation

until the colour of a man's skin is of no more
significance than the colour of his eyes . . ..

National Party (PNP)
came to power in 1972,
they forced the mine
bosses to pay tax
money. In this way the
new govermment could
lower food prices, im-

prove education and
health care.
This angered the

mine bosses. They used
their party, the Jamai-
can Labour Party and
with the help of the
American Central In-
telligence Agency, to
destroy the PNP.

There were shootings
on the streets of King-
ston, many innocent
people were killed.

Marley organised a
‘peace concert'. He was
wounded in an attack

on his life, He zang this
song: “Ambush in the
night — four guns aim-
ing at me . ., ., see them
fighting for power.

But Bob Marley also
knew that the problems
in Jamaica and in the
world ran deeper than
the violence on the
streets. So, Marley’s
songs tried to help peo-
ple have a new under-
standing about their
lives. He sang, “emanci-
pate vourself from
mental slavery, none
but ourselves can free
our minds™,

And, what did Bob
Marley think of South
Africa? “Me no play in
South Africa till South
Africa free, because
them (the government )

try to neutralise every-

thing", he told New
Musical Express in
1979, “Anything the
people  want, them

must get it™,

S0, it is not surprising
that so many people
still listen to Marley's
music. Two years gone,
and a whole new gener-
ation of singers are urg-
ing people who struggle
to:

“Come in from the cold
why do vou look so sad
and forsaken,

don't you know that
when one door iy closed
another is opened

in this life, in this life
in.this sweet life

we re coming in from
the cold. "

CAPE
grHO0L

PHONE 67-3939

ATHLONE
G e

COMMERCIAL AND
SECRETARIAL
COLLEGE

MRS GOUDIA (PRINCIPAL)
3 BEVERLEY STREET, ATHLONE

MABOYS

ELSIES RIVER

PEOPLE'S
JOB LOT

CENTRE

MAD, MAD
LOW PRICES

e 43 HALT ROAD »

JAFFERS
MOTORS

VICTORIA ROAD, GRASSY PARK
PHONE: 72-8269

X x X

SERVICE STATION
& HIGH CLASS
WORKSHOP REPAIRS

94 HALT ROAD, ELSIES RIVER. PHONE: 98-0535

LADIES DRESSES

TO CLEAR

R6.00

'REKORD CAKE FLOUR

R1.59

2.5kg

(REDWOOD LADIES)
DENIM JEANS

R12.99

HULETTS SUGAR

R1.35

2.5kg

NESTLES CONDENSED MILK

75C per tin
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Sanmc Suppﬂrrers crverééaé shﬂw their ﬂppﬂsﬂ'rﬂn to Apar!he:d spcarr

We demand sports
fields — Belhar

THERE arc ahsolutely
no  sports facilities to
caler for the more than
401 000 people who hive
in Belhar anid its exien-
SlCHY.

This s a very bod s01-
wation, especially of one
considers that the Divi-
sional Council started
building in the arca 12
VEALE L.

The  Belhar
Association
which was
NMovember 1981 deu-
ded o do something
about the lack of sports
facilities and approach-
ed Diveo,

Livic
iBelcat,
formed

Diveo then presented
4 plan showing eight
sites on which sporis-
frelds would be huili
and asked Belea o
APProve it.

Three sites were m

il Belhar and Owve an
lhe exiensions
I'he  Belbhar  Civic

Assoclation then called
4 MAss  MEeling  on
movermber 13 which
wis aftended hy 300
resydents lhe people
agrecd to acceptlhveo's
plan but demanded that

Diveo  give  immediate
attention 1o site 3. This
complexs will be Bult
on the land covered by
the sand dunes behind
the Flals in Belhar. The
complex 15 expected 1o
cost about B 6 m oand
is expected Lo cater Tor
many Jdfferent sporis.

The chairperson of
the sports board was a
speaker at the meeling
and 1 aware of the
decision of the people.

But on April 26 the
sports board agamn met

with Diveo and agreed
that only part of 5ite

ape aml part of site
three  be  developed.
Dwven told the sports

hoard that the Depart-
ment  of Comumunity
Nevelopment had only
set aside RI91 378 for
the development  of
sports facilities in Bel-
har this vear

Belca 15 wvery angey
at  what the sporls
board has done, Belca
feels the sport board
has ignored the com-
munity’s wish by going
against the decision
faken at the mass meef-
ing. Beleca said it had
gone put of it’s way to
build wunity and feels
the sports board has
betrayed the commun-
ity.

The Civic  Asso-
ciation has rejected the

decision by the sports
hoard and have writtén
te Dhveo to pul Che
degigion of the com-
munity into operalion.

Belea feels that the
residents of Belbar are
not  demanding  some-
thing they do ol pay
for. It pointed out that
each of the | 500 rate-
payers in the area paid
between  RIOO and
RaM) for recreational
facilities  each  year
while one percent of
the remtal of each of
the 2 700 tenanis went
towards recreational
Tacilities.

“The chddren and
apoartapersons in Belhar
canaot  ge without
these  facilities  any
longer,” said Belca.

“The people of Bel-

have demanded what ig

tightfully theirs.™

SUBSCRIBE NOW
Grassroots Subcription Rates:

Lacal

Individuals; HR15.00

Organisations: R25.00

African  Overseas
R20.00  R30.00
R30.00  R50.00

P.0. BOX 181, ATHLONE 7760

NAME
ADDRESS

POSTAL CODE

FESSFGGFE_IEEmmunﬂy_
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Cape Town.
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SANROC A SYMBOL OF NON RACIAL SPORT

The fight for
"4 sports equality

THE South  aAfrican
Non-racial Olympic
Commit e (Sanrac)

was  Tormed o 1963
and soon hecame the
very  symbol of the
struggle for non-rackal
sport m South Africa.

Sanroc belicved
strongly  in isolating
South Africa from inter-
national sport. It he-
lieved that in this way
the CGrovernment would
be farced to changce ils
Aparthend laws in order
for s sporispersens 1o
play International sport.

Bui what Was
Sanroc’s fght all aboue?
This 1= perbaps best ex-
planed hy looking at
what happensd 1o Sew-
sunker  “Papwa™ Scw-
golurm, an Indian Golf-
er, who cntered an
exclusively all-white
championship.

“Papwa”™ made his-
tory when he won the
MNatal Open Golf Cham-
pionship. heating a field
of 113 Whites,

The Group

Bur when he had to
gel his prize, e had o
recelve 1t m the rain
while the other polfers
wete in the Clubhouse,

Hecause of the
Group  Areas Act, he
wiz not allowed 1o
receive hiy prize in the
clubhouse,

The SABC refused
to announce the resalt,

saving they did not
broadcast  multi-racial
sport.

In March that year
“Papwa" came second
in the South African
apcn, But he was not
selected for the South
African Canada Cup
Team on the prounds

F\

"Papwa”
that he was oot a mem-
her of the White Pro-
fessional Golfers Asso-
clatiom.
“Papwa’s"”

cdse drow
world  artention  to
sports apartheid and to
what 1t meant for black
South Africans.

Sanroc foughl  rire-
lessly for total egquality
o sport, Bul many of
its members were har-
rassed and hownded,

Santoes  Mresudent
Denns Brutus Wy

hanned and arrested
several times for break-
ing his banmning order
Many of the orzami-
sation's membears were
forced to  leave the
COuniry.

Because of  this,
Sarroc had o disband
ifn 1965, after a short
two year exmlence.

19647 saw the rebirth
of Sanrcoc in exile. Here
its carmpagn o isolate
South  Africa became
mare successiul.

In 19368 Snuth
Africa was suspenided
from the Olympic
games and was finally
expelled m 1970 Ths
was mainly due o the
effective CAMpaigEn
waped by Sanroc over-
sEedy,

In [972 4 new non-

racial sporring body,
the South  African
Council an SpoTe

{ Sacos) was formed,

ermarket
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L. P. SMITH & CO.

(PTY.) LTD.
MEN'S AND YOUTH
OUTFITTING SPECIALISTS

THE

ORIGINAL

OUTFITTERS IN
ATHLONE

ESTABLISHED FOR

30 YEARS

Cor. Klipfontein Road,
& George Street, Athlone.
PHONE 67-4120

WE HAVE A LOT

MORE
SAVINGS

INSTORE FOR YCH

Ty (1% PR SERVICE - HALAAL SMLAT DELY THWT & VTG TARES
PLamERY. ACPLIARMCES M0 - T WILRSLLE LAl sisGg
FIs 1 L & i5STORE SH0rS
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" S MATCO  MATCO,  MATCO, i MATCO . MATCO & MATCO, MATITCO,

OPEN

BOOKS

FOR NEW
AND SECOND

HAND BOOKS

389 MAIN ROAD OBSERVATORY
PH 47-5345

C O MANTCO .

ELSIES RIVER
Cor Halt and Owen Rend:

SHOPPING HOURS

MOM — THUERS &
FRI B g#n — A pm
SAN T am — 3 pm

ALL PENSIONERS
5% DISCOUNT ON ALL PUR £=
CHASES AND FREE BREAD

ON PENSION DAY

FLEASE PRODUCE YOUA PEMNSION CARD

F pm

N ORIV S O IV Y O IV O IV O IV 2 00



