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The pulpit and

HE hierarchy of the Anglican church

has been racially integrated for a dec-
ade, But a recent visit to four congrega-
trons, listening to sermons in parishes
ranging from the conservative town of
Springs to the township of Soweto,
shows that if the leadership is integrated,

ocal congregations are not,

Late last year, the head of the church, Arch-

ishop Desmond Tutu, prohibited clergy from
oining political parties. The church is sup-

osed to represent all the oppressed, he said,
10t just one section of it. It is not necessary 1o
part of a party to be part of “the struggle”,

Yet if there is a changing world outside the
church, it does not seem 1o affect local com-
munities, The concerns of parishioners appear
to be limited solely 10 the parish.

The words of the Bishop of Johannesburg,
Duncan Buchanan, preached when visiting the
Brixton suburb of Johannesburg reflect this,
The headlines in the newspapers on the day
that he spoke were struggle-packed. Police hit-
squads, possible meetings between African
National Congress deputy president Nelson
Mandela and Inkatha Chief Mangosuthu Bu-

thelezi, torture stories from newly released po- -

litical prisoners, ‘allegations of spying within

the Pan Africanist Congress. But Buchanan
took no netice. He made one passing reference
to Soweto when congratulating the congrega-
tion on singing well without an organ. :

“Inotice this incidentally in Soweto. There
are a couple of parishes that have got organs
and they don’t sing nearly as well as the
churches that have no instruments at all. I’s
natural ability that counts.”

His mention of squatters was equally fleet-
ing: “They’re people who simply have made
the mistake of putting their shacks in places
where other people don’t want them.”

Buchanan summed up his message, which
was based on an interpretation of the parable
of the wise and foolish virgins in Matthew’s
gospel, by saying: “Don’t rush forth and try to
do your own plans. One of the tragedies of life
in Johanmesburg is that we’re so busy rushing,
N—mwim. rushing that we haven’t got time for

od.

“Be ready for what God wants in God’s
way. It may be just going to phone somebody
and say ‘Hi, how are you’, jotting a note, just
remembering someone. The early church was
accused of myming the world upside down.
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The day was filled with stories of torture,
police hit-squads, violence and
attempts at a political truce — but the
sermons did not reflect the struggle in
the streets.
By EMMA GILBEY

church with an organ — the rimal of the ser-
vice was of paramount importance. The 400-
strong congregation squeezed themselves into:
-a church full of incense and sang for an hour)
before sitting down, drawing breath, and lis-|

tening to the readings and the sermon. The:

news in the papers that day was about a bloody !

shooting by troops in central Johannesburg
when 300 black marchers had gathered to
peacefully protest against local authorities.-
The priest, Father Jacob Modisaefi, did not
mention the attack, preferring instead to relate
that day’s gospel (Matthew’s parable of the tal-
ents) to church ritual. He talked about singing.

He encouraged people to join the choir, espe-

cially those who knew they had good singing

voices. He instructed those already in the choir

not 10 be prima donnas but to use their talents:
for the good of the choir as a whole.

-

It was almost as if joining the choir was a meta-
phor for getting involved in community activi-
ty, for Modisaefi went on to encourage just that.

He tried to get the youth of the community off

the streets by enticing them to join the parish
youth group and use their talents constructively
in the church. He encouraged a “good-hearted”
‘attitude in the parish, visiting the sick, helping

that we must take care of ourselves.

The following Sunday the Reverend Des Pot-
ter literally told his white congregation to take
care of themselves and only themselves. On a
day when the negotiation process between
Mandela and President FW de Klerk was re-
ported to be falling apart, when Mandela was fi-
nally calling for blacks to unite in the creation of.

the disadvantaged, and‘caring for the children: <+ g“new SouthAfrica”, the parishioners of St Pe-.
"The fundamental message of his sermon was *

ity

*¥érand St Paul’s Anglican Church in Springs

listened to Matthew’s gospel “I was hungry and
you gave me food™.

“If people need help in this community here
what can we do about it? If people are hungry in
our community what can we do about it, when
people need clothes in our community what can
we do about it?” asked Potier, gesturing to
show that this community was composed only
of those currently seated in.his church.

“We can help our brothers and sisters, that’s
what we can do. Look around you, at those
sitting next to you. These are our brothers and
sisters.”

Poiter wanted to make the point that brothers
and sisters could perhaps even include those
who do not share the same colour skin as his
intensely conservative, white flock. But he
had to be sensitive.

*“They might be green or purple or whatever,™
'he said. He did not mention black. But he did
Inot need to. There were no blacks present.

Only one of the four churches visited was ra-
cially integrated, and this was the one church
where the sermon reflected the changes taking

;place in South Africa. Atthe All Saints Church. . .

in'the southern suburb of Robertsham, visiting

They haven’t got the message yet

vicar Father George van der Merwe was co-

loured and his congregation included both

blacks and whites. Van der Merwe's sermon

wa.mg with a reference to the current state of af-
airs,

“These are troubled times we live in,” he
said, “All around is confusion and uncertain-
ty.” Van der Merwe based his sermon on a
comparison between the members of his
church and the early Thessalonians, He told
those listehing that in order to solve the afflic-
tions of the world they should imitate the
Thessalonians and go out into their treacher-
ous world to spread the Good News.

He 10ld them totell people that a turning to
Christ would result in all good things. He told
them to make an impact on society because
most of society has a lot more to give. If they
did this, then things in the world would be dif-
ferent, concluded Van der Merwe, quoting
from Isaiah in reference to a future where mui-
it-racial housing areas and mulit-racial congre-
gations might exist.

*“The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid,

and the calf and the lion and the
.fatling together,
“and aliutle child shall lead them.”
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The Argus Cerrespondent

JOHANNESBURG, — Muslim lead-
ers here came out in support of Pres-
ident Saddam Hussein and said most
Muslims in South Africa agreed w1th
his decision to go to war.
They: regarded America as the enemy
and ménipulator who had its own interest
at heart and that of the Israeli govern-
.ment. .
Mr M S Laher, president of the Islamm
Mission Society said Saddam was linking
the Kuwaiti issue with the Palestinian is-
sue, which was why he had the support of
Muslims the world over.

No American protest

America was concerned only about its
own interest, bécause for the last 20 years
Israel had brutally controlled the. Pales-
tinians" without any real protest by the
Americans, Mr Laher said.

“But when Iraq invades Kuwait, Ameri-
ca all'of a sudden feels it has a duty to
act against Hussein. Why are they not do-
ing anything about the way Israel is
treating the Palestinians? The Israelis
. have no right to be there,” he said,

Mr Abdulla Deedat, a well known per-
sonality. in Muslim circles said he backed
the Iragi leader.

Saddam had the unanimous support of
Muslims in this country, he added.

“The 'United States has been bullying
Arab countries for the last 20 years, espe-
cially after the Shah of Iran was ousted
by Khomeini.

“] admire the Iraqi leader for not heed-
ing to ‘American pressure, The Americans
have the fear that they-do not know what
Saddam is up to.”

He said war would be the best way to
determine the views and positions of Mus-
lims in this country and around the world.

“America, Israel and their allies are en-
emies of Islam. As far as the Saudis are
concerned, we Muslims regard them as
American puppets. While all of us pray to
the Ka’bah in Mecca, they (Saudis) pray
to é:he -White House in Washington,” he
said. "

Mr Deedat’s brother Achmad, a Durban
Muslim leader, expressed different senti-
ments and said Saddam was in the wrong
when he invaded Kuwait. *

A war would be catastrophi¢, he said.

There are still about 3000 South Afri-
can Muslims in the Middle’ East says
Sheik* Nazeem Mohammed, : pre51dent of
the Mushm Judicial Councxlx -

No“*general exodus” of’ ;he v1s1t1ng
Musliinsincluding about 50 South ‘African
studengs, was expected . kS

AN S Y

 Students’: ‘at universities in Riyhad, Keeot”
“aiid" Médina had no intention of return- -




CITY DEMO: Demonstrators outsid

x ]

lice yesterday.

Staff Reporter

SIXTEEN Muslim J)rotesters have been ar-
rested outside the United States Embassy on
Cape Town Foreshore.

Demonstrators representing the Muslim
Youth Movement and the Muslim Students’
Association gathered outside the embassy
about 1pm yesterday to denounce US actions
in the Gulf.

Some, wearing Arabic scarves and holdin
an Iraqi flag, shouted: “Down with imperial-
istic Zionism. Neither East nor West, Justice
is best.”

Others held placards and chanted slogans,
including “Save oil, burn Bush” and “Bush go
home and solve your own problems — death
to Bush.” "

The protest was held shortly before visit-
ing US Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
viees Dr Louis Sullivan was due to address a
Press conference at the embassy.

A spokesman for the demonstrators said
the group viewed the presence of the US
forces in the Guli as “a clear indication that
US imperialism has returned to its old style
of domination and exploitation”.

Police gave the group five minutes to dis-
perse after warning that the gathering was
illegal.

Placards were confiscated and members
of the-group were arrested after they failed
to disperse.

e the United States embassy are watched by po-

Picture: DOUG PITHEY, The Argus.

Backlash
likely if holy

shrines are hit

LONDON. — Islamic funda-
mentalists might unleash their
anger against American and
other Western interests if sa-
cred shrines in southern Iraq
are hit during air raids.

The holiest shrines for the
Shia, after Mecca, are in Iraq
in the cities of Najaf, Kerbala
and Samarra, as well as in
Baghdad itself.

For the Shia worldwide, Na-
jaf is as holy as the Vatican for
Catholics. If is the seat of Aya-
toliah Khoi the Marje, or the
spiritual leader of the world's
Shia. It also houses the Shia Is-
1amic university where the late
Ayatollah Khomeini studied,
iik: most of the famous ayatol-
ahs,

Many Muslims, Shia and Sun-
ni, believe that Imam Ali,
Prophet Mohammed's cousin
and the first man to embrace
Islam, is buried there, while
the tomb of his son Imam al-
Hussein is in the nearby city of
Kerbala.

President Saddam Hussein
has cunningly placed his chem-
ical war manufacturing facili-
ties in Samarra. — The Inde-
pendent, '




gtep up
secunty

A L)J CHRIS BATEMAN
URITY -at most syna-
gogues in the Western
Cape has been stepped
'up — but prominent
Jews in'the community

"were ;reluctant ., to. dis-

riof; the
* 1 Union of Orthodox Syna—

cuss precautmna mea—
sures yesterda .
- i The’ regmna,
‘tive" dlrect’o

gogues;'Mr. Mlckey {lass,
said it “makes 10 ; sense

. 'to -elaborate. on. ‘séeur-

. lty”, Jbut; added

“It

‘ makes good Senseto ake

" ‘that; “therbest secunty is

o, pubhcxt P

. .,Both he and h:s eoun; -
terpart on the ‘Jewish '

Board,, of Deputles Mr
Ian Sacks expressed re-
lief that IsraeI had not
become embrmled in
the war yet,

“Threat gone’

Both Mr Glass. and Mr
:Sacks condemned the
Iinking of Israel with the
Iragiinvasion of Kuwait.

Mr Glass said it
seemed thethreat
against Israel had “ef-
fectively been. rémoved”
by the allied air strikes
against Iraq.: i »

Mr Sacks said he sym-
‘pathised .with- alI those
who had died or.would
die “on. both sxpes”

Meanwhlle,,wpohce
said they had taken:spe-
eial precautions to
guard embasg;es of
eountries mvolved inthe

~Gulf War,

;“We are aware of
threats against especIaL

- dy;the US dpd'Britain,

and we have % stepped"up
all security at these em-
,@l;assws " police.said.

3
ilearnt. from* expenence
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Picture: DOUG PITHEY, Weekend Argus.

Muslim demonstrators hold placards condemning America’s attack on iraq during a protest
near the American Embassy on the Foreshore yesterday. Id/(’ /b%qf 4 /9

Pro-lraq 28
protests
in USSR

MOSCOW. — Hundreds of dem-
onstrators waving portraits of
Iragi President Saddam Hus-
sein gathered in Moscow and
Leningrad to condemn US and
Soviet policy in the Gulf.

About 150 demonstrators in
Moscow, mostly Arabs, shouted
in Russian outside the US Em-
bassy: “Holy war”, “We shall
win” and “The Soviet Union
has betrayed us”.

But they remained behind
metal barricades outside the
building on the busy Sadovoye
ring road, An Israeli flag was
set ablaze,

In Leningrad about 500 pro-
testers filed down a central
street yesterday chanting slo-
gans.

Cars belonging to Arab stu-
dents blocked traffic temporar-
ily and set off a smoke homb.

Fear'of terrorist attacks by

Iragis and Palestinians living
in Soviet cities has prompted
Western embassies to tighten
security.
,5.,Toy;;vqubassy officials have
.i_)igt}u;:gprésentatives of the
KGB security service to agree
on measures to protect their
nationals. — Sapa-Reuter.

167 Muslim protester

arrested at US Embas

By VIVIEN HORLER
Weekend Argus Reporter
MORE than 160 people, includ-
ing women and children, were
rounded up by police while
holding a peaceful demonstra-
tion near the American Embas-

sy on the Foreshore.

Police confirmed later that
167 people were arrested yes-
terday, but that children and
older people had been released.

“They are still be processed
and it is not known when they
will appear in court,” said po-
lice spokesman Major Gys
Boonzaaier.

The demonstration, organ-
ised by several Muslim groups
including the Muslim Judicial
Council, the Call of Islam and
the Muslim Youth Movement,
was called to protest against
the American-led Allied forces’
attack on Baghdad.

The same groups are organ-
ising a rally against the war in
City Park Stadium in Athlone
tomorrow.

There was a-heavy police
and Press presence on the
pavement ouiside the embassy

" before the protesters arrived.

Wearing white robes, scarves
or checked keffiyehs, the Mus-
lims had barely gathered out-
side the embassy before the po-
lice, led by Lieutenant-Colonel
Trevor Vermeulen, station
commander of Caledon Square,
told them that the gathering
was illegal in terms of the In-
ternal Security Act and gave
them a minute to disperse.

When they did not about 20
people were arrested.

Chanting

The rest of the group then
moved across the road from
the embassy, began chanting
“Allah hoe akbar’ (God is
great) and “Allak il Allah”
(there is no God but God) and
produced posters reading:
“Middie East — latest US kill-
ing fields”, “Bush wanted —
dead or alive”, “Americans go
home” and “Resist US and Zi-
onist aggression”.

[

Another warning was issued,

and after a minute more peo-
ple were arrested.

Among those rounded up by
police were tearful women and
children. An elderly woman

whose son and husband were
arrested collapsed and was lat-
er taken away by relatives.

There was no violence.

Colonel Vermeulen told jour-
nalists that people had been ar-
rested because they had not ob-
tained permission from Cape
Town's chief magistrate to hold
a demonstration.

Mr Ebrahim Rasool, secre-
tary of the Call of Islam, told
Weekend Argus that they had
applied for and received per-
mission for a picket from the
City Council.

He said they had also ap-
plied, through lawyers, for per-
missicn from the chief magis-
trate but it had not been
granted by the time the demon-
stration was scheduled {o start.

He said the demonstration
was against the American at-
tack on Iraq rather than a ges-
ture of support for President
Saddam Hussein.

“What feeling there is in his
favour is because he has high-
lighted the Palestinian issue.

“Israel has been pulled in,
but we hope the tension and
hostilities in the Gulf do not
spread here to South Africa.”

[Er——
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PRETORIA. — Liberation movements were
co-responsible for cultivating the culture of
violence in South Africa, the president of the
Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Confer-
ence (SACBC), Bishop Wilfrid Napier, said
last night.

Delivering his president’s report to the SACBC's
annual plenary session, Bishop Napier said liber-

ation movements had “cancnised their particular [

ideology or strategy to such an extent that anyone
who opposes or simply fails to espouse it must be
removed”. S

Bishop Napier said two other culprits were:

® The state, which believed that state security,
minority rights and white culture justified the use
of fortie against any threat, no matter how serious or
trivial.

@ The “third force,” which was fomenting conflict
within the black community.

Officially opening the conference, the Pope’s re-
presentative in Southern Africa, Archbishop Am-
brose de Paoli, said all involved in the process of
political change needed encouragement to continue
with their bold moves to attain democracy and
peace. : g

All components of South African society should
come together to address the issue of’_ violence, he

said.
‘Renewal bodes well’

wyiolence is contagious, it has a dynamie all its
own which feeds on itself, blinding its perpetrators
to the real task at hand, creating new wounds,
feeding on old ones, thus painfully prolonging the
search for an end to an agony whose time has come.”

Archbishop De Paoli added that Pope John Paul
1i said this year that the institutional renewal in
South Africa boded well for sub-confifiental stabil-

ity.

He added that the Pope had said the violence in
South Africa should “not eause people to lose hope,
after so many years of yearning for the day when
their country would at last be reconciled”.

Discussing Aids, Bishop Napier said prayer and
fasting would be needed to cast out this demon.

He called for the “resumption of the moral disci-
pline of the Gospel and the ethical practices to be
found in our indigenous cultures”. — Sapa
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SAUDI ARABIAN officials this week
stopped ahout 117 South African Muslim
pilgrims from returning home because of a
call by a group of Islamic cleries for volun-
teers {0 help Irag in the Gulf war.

About 320 South African Muslim are
stranded in Sandi Arabia.

Foreign Minister Mr Pik Botha yesterday
stepped in to help them get home. He
assured the Saodi government of South
Africa’s snpport for the liberation of Ku-
wait.

Mr Botha said his department had origi-
nally made plans for the pilgrims to fly to
Egypt, but in Jeddah they were stopped
from using the aireraft when the Saudi
government heard of a call by a Muslim

religious group in Port Elizabeth, the
Mujlisul Ulama, to recruit local Muslims to
fight for Iraq.

Mr Botha said the Saudis themr gave a
group of Muslims from amother country
priority to leave.

It is not certain if the Saudi government
had sanctioned the action against the
South Africans.

Mr Botha said other aircraft had now
been secured to fly the South Africans out,
but other Iogistical arrangements had to be
completed first.

“] can assure the relatives of the pil-
grims that at this stage I feel they should
be back in South Africa within the coming
week,” Mr Botha said.

He said he was in contact with the
government of Sandi Arabia and had told
them the Mujlisul Ulama did not represent
the majority of Muslims in South Africa.

Last night one of the stranded pilgrims,
Mrs Zaipunessa Gool of Walmer Estate,
said they were leaving for Jeddah airport
today. They had been stranded in Mecca
since January 7, she said.

«“ywe have been promised a plane, but are
not 100% sure wether we will leave,” she
said. “We were denied a flight last time.”

Mrs Gool said she was not sure why Sandi
officials had stopped them leaving.

“Bui they (the Saudis) have been very
helpfull. They have even offered to pay for

Mr Botha said he had also been in touch
with Mr Aziz Desai of the Mujlisul Ulama.
under whose name the call to arms was
issued, and was encouraged by his reae-
tion. Mr Botha said he had invited the
Mujlisul Ulama to meet him. which they
wotld do in the near fufure,

According to Mr Malcolm Ferguson of
the Department of Foreign Affairs, the 117
South Africans “were dumped from the
flight” in Jeddah.

Meanwhile, the Mujlisul Ulama yester-
day confirmed its plans to mobilise 10 600
locat Muslim “troops” to fight for Iraq, but
distanced itself from “fetile and un-Isla-

mic forms of protest like flag-burning” or
violence against ordinary people.

The Muslim Judicial Council yesterday
distanced itself from the call by Mujlisul
Ulama. MJC president Sheikh Nazim Mo-
hamed said: “The MJC is of the view that
the true Islamic stand should always he
that if two Muslim parties have any dis-
pute, a third Muslim force should get to-
gether to resolve it.”

The MJC comsequently condemned the
interference of the US and its Allies in the
Gulf. 1t called for immediate cessation of
hostilities and withdrawal of all foreign
troops from the area. — Own Correspon-
dent, Sapa and UPI
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THEY make &n-unlikely pair — -the =
Afrikaner . .establishinent;” physicist ™
and the much-detained black pastor. -
As 'co-chairmen of’ the: National
Conférence of Church: Leaders héld .
at Rustenburg last November, Louw-
' Alberts and* Frank. Chikane have
' mére .ir -than their dispa-

mare .in comimon :

rate pasts suggest:
Together, they'

LA

“ dre mEnEw mw.wm- B

1

‘|:-nised religion’s input into a more hu-

"mane and apartheid-free SA society.
Although Alberts has held a num-
, ber of offi¢ial*posts in government
" and quasi-government institutions,
hjs appearance alongside previously
. vilified churchmen like Chikane is
less surprising than seems at first.

A past.elder of the Nederduitse
Gereformeerde Kerk which lent
apartheid a theological veneer for
decades, Alberts made a personal re-
ligious commitment in his student
days.

. He has been deeply involved in in-
- terdenominatienal work ever since,

He also went on to become profes-
sor of physics at Free State and Rand
Afrikaans universities, vice-presi-
dent of the Atomic Energy Board, di-
rector-general of the Mineral and

.Energy Affairs Department dnd di-

S con
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‘rector-general of the

| National Insti-
tute for Metallurgy.

PATRICK BULGER

“The common ?mﬁm y
apartheid was wrong. The identifica-

..~ + tion of this social problem and the
denouncement of it was accepted by~ i : burg Declaration. . -

-~ ‘When President F' W de Klerk said -
A year-ago lie wanted churchmen to -«

just about everybody:

comie forward with their ideas for a - -
newSA, astream of religious leaders
-beata pathtohisdoor.y ..+

-In-an’ attempt-to rationalise the ..

‘process,-De Klerk approached Al-;:'7
berts to convene a meeting of church i’
leaders. - R

The SA Council of Churches said,
however, it would not become in-
volved in a government initiative
and De Klerk pulled out to let the
churchmen get on with it them-
selves,

The final result was a historic
church conference convened at Rus-
tenburg last Nevember.

The subsequent Rustenburg Dec-
laration, the work of 230 representa-
tives of 100 Christian denominaticns
and movements, focused much of its
attention on apartheid which it de-
clared a sin.

“When we started talking we
found there was a lot of common
ground. }t was a unique event in
church history.
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J ALBERTS

* “The apartheid problem is so close
.. ~to the.eyeballs that it had to be diag- .
' .nosed and dissected before all else.”

- *.;ber of practical steps: P
"= _Alberts believes the church can
- make a major contribution in infor-
mal education in areas like health,
housing and AIDS, . <

He has also been approached by a -
“prominent financier” who asked
whether church leaders could con-
vene a meeting between church and '
business to discuss the ethics of busi-
ness and finance in a new SA.

“No government can ever raise
our Third World compoénent to an ac-
ceptable economic level — the pri-
vate sector will have to do it,” Al-
berts says.

This will require a change in the
ethics of the private sector. Even if
the church does not understand much
about economics, it does understand
something about ethical values, he
believes. ’

<F .. The declaration-suggested.a num-;

was ' that -
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stands the;misgivings expressed in

right-wing circles about'the Rusten-

- “Their political philosophy. has

been declared .wrong in a:meral

-sense. I appreciate their ‘diléiima
_and don't’ quite. know how they are

going to get around it. The NGK, as a
result ‘of its high-profile at thé' gon--
ference, has regained.the legitimate
leadership such,a large church
should enjoy. The world will dTWays
appreciate integrity which emanates
from confession. .

“Either the dissenters can s&piar-
ate themselves from the churchiand
declare themselves independent-of
the main body of churches, oi®they
will have to live with the di-
chotomy.” ' .,.

A delegation from the orgatising
committee will be seeing De Klerk-in
the near future to discuss its delib-
erations, buen

In the meantime a task force will
be examining ways in which th8'd&c-
laration can be given practical-ef-
fect. Alberts, now retired and "65
yeafs old, will be deeply involyed in
these éfforts. -
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JOHANNESBURG. — Thou-
sands of pro-Iraqi Muslims
marched on US diplomatic
missions across South Africa
yesterday in their greatest
show of strength yvet and
police reported stopping
more than 1500 “wild” pro-
testers from entering the
building housing the consul-
ate here.

In Durban, 2 leader of a crowd
of about 2 500 marchers received
4 memorandum from a US eonsuyl-
ate official explaining America’s
role in the war, but erumpled up
the document and hurled it into
the official’s face, witnesses said.

A group of about 20 Muslims,
shouting *Vivg Saddam”, picket-
ed the US embassy in Pretoria
after marching on the building,
according to riot squad members
at the scene.

““;

Anti-American protests by
thousands among South Africa’s
400 000 Muslims have surged
since US-led forces attacked Iraq
and occupied Kuwait last week
The actions have reportedly an-
gered coalition partmer Saudi
Arabia, which retaliated this
week by delaying the return to
South Africa of more than 300
Muslims on a holy pilgrimage to
Mecea.

The crowd in Johanneshurg,
many chanting “Saddam, our
hero” and “A bullet for Bush”,
surged up against a police line
outside the entrance to the high-
rise office block but were forced
back, police spokesman Captain
Eugene Opperman said. :

“They were wild,” he said, esti-
mating the crowd size at 1500,

The protest outside the Johan-
neshurg consulate was at least
the fifth at that location and fol-
lowed an anonymous bomb threat

to the consulate on Wednesday.

Durban cleric Moulana Abdul
Hadi said after the memorandum
on US policy was thrown into the
face of US official Mr Tim Brown
that the document was a “fabrica-
tion”.

The latest demonstrations add
to at feast 10 major publie rallies
or protests across South Africa in
support of Iraqi President Sad-
dam Hussein.

More than 300 people have
been arrested during the demon-
strations.

South African Muslims, of
mixed-race and Asian descent, li-
ken Israel’s treatment of Pales-
tinians to Pretoria’s apartheid
policies and charge that America
is acting only to protect its oil
interests.

They also condemn President
FW de Klerk for the moral sup-
port he has given the US-led
forces in the war.




2 Cape Times, Saturday, January

26 Y39

Muslim leader slams MJC for stand against ‘jihad’

Staff Reporter

THE Mujlisul Ulama of South Africa —
which has called for Muslims to fight for
Iraq in‘what it called a jihad (holy war) —
has slammed the Muslim Judicial Council
(MJC) for criticising its call.

Ulama leader Mr Aziz Desai said the call

for a jihad was made on the basis of Isla-
mic law.

“Being a body of qualified Islamic theo-
logians and speaking in terms of the Ko-
ran, we speak for and address the Muslim
nation in its own right as representitives
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad.

“In our capacity as the standard bearers
of Islam we do not require any mandate
from anybody, least of all from the group
(MJC) in Cape Town,” said Mr Desai.

He said thousands of local Muslims

were ready to join the “army of Allah” —
and they were responding to “the call of
;l;;cl\,!ujlisul Ulama and not the call of the

“The Mujlisul Ulama is not imposing on
any Muslim in the call to the jihad. At no
stage have we claimed that Muslims not
answering our eall will be in violation of
Islamic Law. We have merely stated Isla-
mic law,” he said.
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HANDOVER. The US consul-general, Mr Charles Baquet, hands over a written re-
sponse to a representative of the Interim Committee Against US Imperialism, the Rev

Chris Nissen.

City group condemns =
US ‘imperialism’ in Gu

By JASON BROWN
Staif Reporter

A MEMORANDUM demanding
an end to the Gulf war, the
withdrawal of US and allied
forces from the region, an ur-
gent international conference
on the Middie East and a solu-
tion to the Palestinian issue
has been handed to the US con-
sul-general by a group called
the Interim Committee Against
US Imperialism. .
US consul-general Mr
Charles Baquet accepted the
statement from the Rev Chris
Nissen of the Western Province
Council of Churches and Sheik
Omar Gabier of the Muslim Ju-
dicial Counci}.

-

Judicial Council,

Mr Baquet gave them a
statement from the US consui-
ate saying a response had heen
anticipated and this included
“the facts” for the group “to
check and share.”

QOutside the Ameriecan con-’
sulate protesters held placards
condemning US involvement in
the Gulf as “imperialist” and a
clear example of aggression.

A spokesman for the protest-
ers, Mr Iman Rashid Omar,
said: “No one should miscon-
strue the fact that we do not
support Saddam Hussein who
has aiways been the ‘Butcher of
Baghdad’. We only support the

. view of peace and that can
P

In the background are two other committee representatives, Iman Ra-
shid Omar (in front) and Sheik Omar Gabier (behind), both executives 7 the
4
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only be achieved without US
aggression.

“We do not regard the war in
the Middle East as either ‘just’
or ‘moral’. Nothing in our relj-
giong beliefs can justify a war
that is so manifestly about eco-
nomics and imperialist influ-
ence.”

@ The committee represent-
ed various religious organisa-
tions including the Western
Province Council of Churches,
World Conference on Religion
and Peace (WCRP), the Muslim
Judicial Couneil, the Muslim
Youth Movement, Cali of Islam
and the Muslim Students Asso-
ciation.
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. Mr Sha’mielj Panday,. 26, of PortsElizabeth', said:
“We were'veiy anxious about the situation.in the
Gulf. We 16ft South Africa on December 26 1ast year
and we went straight to Medina, where we Spent
nine days, ' o X )

“It was while we were at Mecea that-we heard that
the' Gulf ‘wir hag érupted. We were immediately
frightened ang began, with scores of others, to find
ways to get out, e

“It was clear that vwe heeded help. Our only way
]\;vals to get hold of the South Afriean government to

elp. o ., - " . .
" “Four.days ago, seven of ug left Mecea by taxi back
to Jeddah. It wag a harrowing journey .. you must
realise that Seud missiles were already beginning
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Iraqi troops ‘hate

Caligula Hussein’

The Argus Foreign Service
PARIS. — A former deputy
commander of the Iraql army
claims that most of its trocps
are demoralised and hate Pres-
hmmnp Saddam “Caligula” Hus-
sein,

General Hassan Nakib, in ex-
fle in Damaseus, told the Paris
daily Figaro: “Apart from a
few exceptions, most army
units are dermoralised, because
they know that they face cer-
tain defeat™

“Once the land attack starts
you will see the result for your-
selves,”

He said the reasons for the
low morale of Iraqgi troops
were:

| @ The accumnulated exhaus-
tion of eight years of a “useless
war” with Iran.

@ An atmosphere of terror
and repression caused by pollt-
ical party commissars in each
regiment.

@ Execntions of senior offi-
cers by the regime on
trumped-up charges of spying
and treason,

@General hatred towards Mr
Hussein, nicknamed “Caligula”

dmmn.ca%m. or ..Mnm_.wmh... the evil
“JR" of a Daillas-type sertes on
Jordanian television; and

@ Realisation that Iraq faces
such an overwhelming military
power that defeat i3 inevitable,

General Nakib, ambassador
in Stockholm and them Madrid
before his recent defection,
said the Western media was
sending out inaccurate reports
on the strength of the socalled
elite “Republican Guard™,

He said 1its actual name was
“Haras Joumhouri”” or ‘“Presi-
dential Guard” and included
eight armoured divisions.

When it coald be described
as “elite” this force was origi-
nally only 40 000 strong, but
since its strength had increased
to its present size of 100 000 it
ne longer merited the deserip-
tion.

Its duties were not only to
fight the enemy but also to “po-
lice” ather Iragi troaps and to
prevent any mass surrenders.

Britain seeks war aid
TOKYO. — Britain has asked
Japan for money to wmﬁ its

war effort in the Gulf. pa-
Reuter.

Journalists return to Baghdad

AMMAN. — Iraq has given
permission for 15 Western jour-
nalists to return to Baghdad to
cover the Gulf War, news or-
ganisations said hete.

The journalists left Amman
late yesterday and were io be
met at the Iragi border by a
representative from the infor-
maten minstry to be eseorted
to "ot

Most foreign journalists,
apart from the Amertcan Cable

ews Network, were ordered
out of Baghdad soon after US-
led forces began bombarding
the Iraqi capital on January 17.

Those returning included
correspondents from the Brit-
ish newspapers the Sunday
Times and The Independent
ard Eritamn’s Ingependanry Tela.

Ficture: DOUG PITHEY, The Argus.
ome safely are Sheik Shahied

HAPPY: Glad t

L

By ESANN van RENSBURG
Staff Reporter

MORE than 80 Cape Town
Muslims, part of a group of
about 300 South African pil-
grims who were stranded in
Saudi Arabia for more than
a fortnight, are safely home.

They left Jedda in Saudl
Arabia on Tuesday after nego-
tiations hetween the South Af-
rican and the Sandi Arabian
governments.

They flew to Nairobi, Kenya,
where they boarded a Boeing
747 about &pmt mﬁﬁamw and
arrived at Jan Smuts Awport
at 12.02 this morning.

“The crew on the SAA flight
from Nairobi were wonderful,
We had the best food and very
special treatment,” said the

rineipal of the College of Is-
ww_uzn Studies and Arabie Lan-
guage in Sherwood Park, Shelk
Shahied Satardien who arrived
in Cape Town on the 4am fiight
from Johannesburg,

‘Welcome home
“The best moment was when
we landed in Johanneshurg and
the air hostess said ‘welcome
home' There were scenes of ju-
bilation as everyone in the
plane started crymg out ‘South
Africa, South Africa!.
“People were clapping their
hands and singing. It was good
to be back”

»

L

grims return from G

behalf of the group, wanted to
thank Foreign Minister Mr Pik
Botha and his department for
sparing no effort to get them
home. -
“"We were very sceptical.
There ate nmo diplomatic ties

between South ica and San- -

di Arabia and we just thought
we would be in that country for
a long, long time. Both govern-
tents worked around the clock
to get us home.

“We left South Africa on De-
cember 28 and spent almost a
month in Saudi Arabia.”

‘We heard missiles’

Sheik Satardien deseribed
being stranded in Saudi Arabia
when the Gulf war started as
“awesome’.

“While we were in Mecca, we
never had any real rience
of the war except for TV news
and the radio.

“Ome evening we heard mis-
siles coming over and that was
terrifying,” he said.

The cost of spending an ex-
tra two weeks in the comutry
was “tremendouns”. Sheik Satar-
dien and his wife Fawzia
stayed with a friend in Jedda
after leaving their hotel

“Jedda was like a ghost
town, The people were all so
seared of the war. It was diffi-
cult to find a taxi,” he said.

Sheik Satardien said his per-
sonalmessage to South African
Mashims was "Saddam Hussein

ulf

s misleading the people. Mus-
EEﬁnuonmeEWaaqg
call for a holy war. It is not a
holy war, it is & political war.”

.-~ He said President Hussemn

was playing on the feelings of
by bombing Israel
“Muslims must not think
with their emotions. They mnst
think with their intellect”

Qil slick: UN to act
NEW YORK. — The United
Nations said it was sending a
team to the Gulf to investigate
the giant oil slick threatening
marine life and desaltnation
plants and to help co-ordinate
world efforts to clean up the
spill. — Sapa-Reuter.
Italian admiral quits
ROME. — HRaly’s naval chief in
the Gulf, Vice-Admiral Mario
Buracchia, relinquished his
command after an interview
m‘_-o_..nn him as expressing

oabts about the allies’ deci-
sion to go to war, — Sapa-AP.

Copies of The Argus Middle

East map are cvailable at the

front counter of Newspaper

House, 122 5¢ George’s Stroet,
at the covar ptica of 70c.

I

Joxe spurs
on French
troops

PARIS. — France’s new Minis-
ter of Defence Mr Pierre Joxe
has taken charge of the armed
forces.

He told troops in the Gulf
yesterday that their battle to
oust Iraq from Kuwait was
just.

In his first statement since
taking over from Mr Jean-
Pierre Chevenement, Mr Joxe
showed he had none of his pre-
decessor’s misgivings about the
legitimacy, scope or aims of
the war.

He sent a message to the
12 000-strong French forces,
wishing them military suceess
in the Gulf “because 1 know
what role they are playng in
the action of the forces apply-
ing the decisions of the United
Nations”.

Mr Joze, who moved from
the Interior Ministry, said he
looked forward “to peace being
re-established. with justice n
this region of the world so dear
to France’ — Qapa-Reuter
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‘Churches .enc
A Tonk

JOHANNESBURG. — Black
people in the townships are reap-
ing a whirlwind of violence that
the churches have helped to sow,
the executive director of the
South African Institute of Race
Relations (SAIRR), Mr John
Kane-Berman, said in Johannes-
burg last night.

Addressing the Sandton Rotary
Club, Mr Kane-Berman said that
SAIRR research showed that
3 700 people died in political vio-
lence last year, while the January
death toll was 160.

“Violence has reached the
point-where-some of the churches
are worried. enough to begin to
blaming iti%‘a‘&y least in part, on

llberat ry organisati
added.

Christian leadership in South
Afriea had helped to legitimate
violence as a political instru-
ment, Mr Kane-Berman argued. A
meeting of South African church
representatives in Lusaka in May
1987, for example, had endorsed
the right of oppressed people to
take up arms as a means to fight
oppression,

A document adopted by the
Lusaka meeting had said that
“the nature of the South African
regime which wages war against
its own inhabitants and neigh-
bours” legitimised the use of
force by liberation movements.

m#

jolence’
vlolenc

r Kane-Berman pointed out
that a leading churchman had
said last month that liberation
movements were co-responsible
for cultivating the cuiture of vio-
lence in South Afriea. They had,
this person had said, “canonised
their particular ideology or stra-
tegy to such an extent that any-
one who opposes or simply fails
to espouse it must be removed’.

Mr Kane-Berman commented:
“This is a courageous statement
to make even at this-ldate"Stage,
but; if liberation -movements
have done that, the, ;Chrlstlan
churches have helped them do it
by their endorsement of armed
struggle.” — Sapa

\{‘
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Y iew of churchas
JOHANNESBURG. — The South SAcCC general-secretary the Rev Cannot make the victims of the
African Council of Churches has Frank Chikane said it was clear violence responsible for the vig.
expressed its disgust at the “vi- that Mr Kane-Berman hag taken lence, The problems of violence
cious and Unwarranted attack” on an ideological stang against the have to be addressed, but at the
churches by Mr John Kane-Ber- vietimg of apartheid. ' root eauses,” My Chikane said.

man, executive director of the SA “Because of this, he fails to
Institute of Race Relations, in an comprehend church leaders when Yolll]ltg sﬁ:‘:ﬁ rzz‘;‘;’;z% t{';aﬂg

address to the Sandfon Rota i .
Club on Monday night, Y gllg thave Said they understand equate the cyrrent violence,

. he people have resorted to which 1d b .
In ress, Mr Kane-Ber- p cou e attributed to
man sl;li?l ?g:t ebl:;clfx‘l peo;ll::ewerl;e ﬁ:rcﬁ’ lilecauge he mlfudnd&r- either eriminal or socio-political
“reaping a whirlwingd of violence :han ’]’;’ e n_:tl_srepresen e € factors, with liberatory ~violent
that the churches have helped to jrehes” position, forms of struggle was “tanta.
80w”, Christian 'leadership in  “The apartheid system is the mount to a research institute re-
South Africa had helped to legiti- Primary cause of the violence in ducing ltself to the unpleasant
mate violence as an instrument of our country. We would, therefore, level of a think-tank of a politieal
liberation, he said. not condemn the vietims. Yogu Party”. — Sapa
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Cape Times, Monday, Febi

Own Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG. — The SA Institute of Race Re-
lations (SAIRR) is a firmly liberal society and will
not condone apartheid being replaced by another
form of totalitarianism, says its executive director
Mr John Kane-Berman.

Mr Kane-Berman said this in response to criticism
of a remark he made that SA church-leaders “had
helped legitimise violence”. SA- Council of
Churches general secretary Reveremd Frank Chi-
kgne, said the remark was “vicious dnd unwarrant-
ed”.

Rejecting eritieism that the SAIRR was hammer-
ing liberation movements and the churches unfair-
ly, Mr Kane-Berman said that while the institute
was not going out of its way to criticise political
movements, their strategies would come under in-
creasingly close scrutiny.

Political deregulation had freed liberal organisa-
tions from an unconscious and self-imposed unease
about criticising the policies and strategies of
banned organisations unable to argue back.

Confrontations

“It has become increasingly apparent that the
birth of the new SA is not going to be plain sailing,”

Mr Kane-Berman said.

“We have criticised strategies like mass mobilisa-
tion and pointed out that they often ended up in
confrontations with police, other organisations and
the rank and file,

“The right to peaceful protest must be guaran-
teed. But when political action so often leads to
coercion such as in consumer and rent boycotts, we
have a responsibility to point out that certain strate-
gies have a tendency to lead to abuses and violence.

“In the same way that you point out that if you give
the police powers to detain without trial it is going
to lead to torture and deaths in detention,” he said.
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The Argus Foreign Service
WASHINGTON, — Anglican Archbish-
op Desmond Tutu says he is angry be-
cause Western countries discuss end-
ing sanctions without consulting South
African black leaders.

“It's something that operates be-
tween white people,” he said.

Archbishop Tutu said sanctions
should not end until an interim gov-
ernment was in place, a new constitu-
tion was written by representatives of
all groups, and amnesty was guaran-
teed for political prisoners and exiles.

He was speaking at Columbia Theo-
logical Seminary in Decatur, Atlanta.
He is in the United-States on a brief
speaking tour. .

“] am quite angry-that Western
ffeaders seem willing to discuss ending
sanetions without consillting with
black South African leaders,” Bishop
Tutu said. .

nctions: Tutu lashes
out at Western countries

He said the reason for imposing
sanctions was to destroy apartheid,
but apartheid had not been destroyed.
Political power was still in the hands
of the white minority.

At each of his recent meetings with
the State President the sanctions issue
seemed to be an obsession, “which is
why we say sanctions should be kept”,
he said.

He added: “Mr De Klerk has to be
persuaded that his best course is to go
the whole hog. An interim govern-
ment should be named for a transition
away from apartheid because’the gov-
ernment of South Africa cannot be a
player and also the referee.”

Bishop Tutu said he would stand on
the rooftops to shout for the end of
ganctions once his conditions had been
met. “I will become a salesman for
economic development in South Afri-
ca.l!
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Catholic C

By LINDA GALLOWAY :%Qmﬁw {4

Religion Reporter

THE Catholic Church has commited
itself to social justice and negotiations
in a pastoral letter commemorating
the Rerum Novarum of Pope Leo
XIII 100 years ago, which highlighted
the plight of workers.

The letter, with a “prayer for a new
Sounth Africa” was drawn up by the
Southern African Catholic Bishops
Conference (SACBC) at a meeting dur-
ing which they confessed the church’s
sin of not condemning apartheid. It
Mmm released today, the first day of

ent.

C

t says social justice is an issue of
the highest importance for the church
because it deals with so many aspects
of people’s lives.

Apartheid is a “great social sin”
and the Catholic church had “admit-
ted with sorrow that we are not inno-
cent of all complicity in supporting or
going along with it". )

The letter recommends that Catho-
lics reflect on the message of the Dec-
laration of Rustenburg (when the Ned
Geref Kerk confessed its guilt over
mwmmwwsmm&, pray over it and put it into
effect.

mited to u.cmﬁom»._ .m

1

“Phere is a new spirit of hope as the.
old divisions of the past give way toa
growing desire for negotiations.

“But there is the problem of people
who have enjoyed power and privi-
lege for so long. :

“A great many of them are going to-
find it difficult to give up their power
and the control they exercise over:®
business, land, education and so many
other things.

“Giving up power has always been
dificult in the history of the human
race. But this is no excuse for holding '
on to it unjustly.”
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CHURCHNi
FW de Klerk. They inciuded

Heyns (right).

A DELEGATION from the National Con-
ference of Churches held what joint chair-
man Dr Louw Alberts described as con-
structive and friendly discussions with
President F W de Klerk on the Rustenburg

Declaration yesterday. TRV, )

“I do believe that we re-emphasised-the
fact that the State President is prepared to
listen honestly and sincerely to the
church,” Dr Alberts said after the 90-
minute meeting at Tuynhuys.

The meeting had also emphasised that
the church wanted to de its utmost to
contribute to a happy and secure South

friea, ;

The delegation ineluded SACC secre-
tary-general the Rev Frank Chikane, who

EN MEET FW .. . A nation

Pastor Ray McCauley (centre) of the Ind

Churches, SACC secretary-general Rev Frank Chikane {on his Ieft)f?former
3

al conference of churches delegatio

cart TS /5

leaders

is also a joint chairman of the conference;
former NGK Moderator Professor Johan
Heyns; Archbishop Temba Ntongana of
the Council of African Independent
Churches, and Pastor Ray McCauley of the

o

Independent Federation of Charismatic
" Churches. ]?:\ﬂ\ 2

Dr Alberts said they had diseussed those
parts of the declaration that could affect
the government’s plans and actions, di-
rectly or indirectly.

" “We feel that the State President under-
stands what the churches were trying to
say (in the declaration) and the churches
understand someting of the thinking and
feeling of the State President.”

The declaration was adopted in Novem-

- L

yesterday held talks with President
ependent Federation of Charismatic

Y 2R

1€t

moderator Professor Johan

ber last year by about 230 representatives
of about 100 Christian denominations,

In it they confessed that they had in
different ways practised, supported, per-
mitted or refused to resist apartheid and,
among other things, called on political
leaders to meet urgently to negotiate a
new and just order for the country.

Mr Chikane said the church had a pro-
phetic role to play in the difficult situation ‘
South Africans found themselves in, and it
was for this reason that the Rustenburg
proposals had been formulated for pre-
gentation to leaders of political organisa- |
ions.

“The State President has said he has
téaken serious note of what we said.” —

apa
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Ihe Anglican Church has
entered the
constitutional debate
with the release of a
draft document of
principles for a new
South African order. The
document offers a
Christian response to the
realities of South Africa
and includes proposals
~on health, education,
security, family life and
democracy. LINDA
GALLOWAY, Weekend
Argus Reporter, opens
the debate with the
opinions of two
constitutional experts.

NGLICAN--theologians -
have prepared a work-
ing document of prin-
ciples for a new con-
~ziiution for South Africa which
zztrench the rights of all and
lay down guidelines for the
2conomy, the law, the land,
>ducation and security.

The document, prepared by the
ssuthern African Anglican Theologi-
"al Commission, will be distributed
ay the bishops who attended the Syn-
wi of Bishops of the Church of the
‘rovince of Southern Africa in Wind-
<2k Namibia, last week, for com-
=it and debate within the church.

The preface acknowledges that con-
iicts of interest result in that the hopes
-~ aspirations of some are the anxieties
“ others.

“Hopes and aspirations generate the
--at to struggle for their realisation. The
wiensity of that struggle can frighten and
ie those who stand to lose as these
z ons begin to be realised,” the doc-
~23Ehi 8ays.

HISTORICALLY, clashes of hope and
fear had led to conflict, and in build-
ing a new South Africa it was important
{0 identify past experiences which had
been marked by selfishness and seffering,
=truggle and conflict.

“The South African reality is one where
=2 racial minority with military superior-
iiy has taken land and denied it to the
majority of the country’s people, written
= constitution and created a political pro-
—ess which excludes the majority, made
laws that create and protect economic
privilege for the minority thereby making
all these acts ‘normal’ ‘legitimate’,
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-and built a-security apparatus to preserve
for itself the gains of more than three
centuries.”

This had resulted in the consolidation
of interests around the two poles of the
powerful and the powerless.

A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE
Christians in South Africa had failed to
follow Jesus’ “law of love” and had to re-
pent and seek forgiveness. The law of
love left no room for exclusive privilege
and the protection of selfish interests but
emphasised the equality and worth of all.
Christians believed that God created
human beings in love and endowed them
with dignity. Although an ideal society
could never he realised, South Africa’s
new constitution should be a part of the
process of securing greater justice, pro-
tection and freedom for its people,

DEMOCRACY

A democratic, non-racial, unitary state
with a multi-party system, universal
adult suffrage, accountability to voters
and government in the interests of the
majority of people were essential compo-
nents of a new constitution.

The right of dissent was an essential
component of democracy but democratic
processes would require limitations on
groupings or practices which impinged on
the rights and dignities of others.

RELIGION

Compelling people to follow a particlular
faith was offensive and unacceptable and
the State should be secular, with guaran-
teed religious freedom.

SEXISM AND BILL OF RIGHTS

The rights of women at all levels should
be protected in a Bill of Rights enshrined
in the constitution and enforcible by law,
which would also include the right of all
people to live where they choose within

work, to speak, to worship and to be pro-
tected by the state.

ECONOMY

While it was not possible to use theologi-
cal principles to determine a suitable eco-
nomic system, an acceptable system
should recognise that the acquisition of
the wealth was not the prime objective of
human life, adequate provision for the
livelihood, health and weifare of all was
necessary, there should be equitable dis-
tribution of the wealth of the country and
legislation to control monopolies.

LABOUR

The obligation to work was a biblical
principle reflecting the dignity of the
work and contributing to the common
good.

Workers, including domestic and agri-
cultural workers and professionals, should
have the right to form unions, the right to
strike, the right to a living wage and
equal pay for equat work.

LAND AND RESOURCES

the bounds of just law, to be eduncated, to
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Men and women were ‘stewards of the
land’ for God, and access to land, owner-
ship and adequate housing with secure
tenure should be available to all. Safe-
guards against land speculation and the
monopolisation of the land by big compa-
nies should be built into the new constitu-
tion,

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

A clearly consistent policy of local gov-
ernment was necessary, defining the
rights and limits of the authority. Local
government should be constituted on geo-
graphical and not racial or ethnic lines
and there should be ne devolution to local
communities of the right to protect en-
trenched racial or ethnic privilege.

ACCOUNTABILITY
Since the use of power frequently led to
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arrogance, accountability was always
sential to good government and pn*™
confidence, and mechanisms of account
1:a.bility should be built into the constitz
iom,

FAMILY LIFE

Cultural and religious traditions whi™
enhanced family life should be respecis
and affirmed, and destructive praciice
like migrant labour should be aheliched
with appropriate compensation for aiy
hardships this would cause in rural zi==-
and neighbouring states.

HEALTH

The state should take responsibility fu:
the provision of health services for all
people so that no-one is denied access iw
firancial or other reasons.

EDUCATION

Education was a fundamental govern-
ment responsibility and there should be
one education system for all. The role of
parents, religious bodies and community
organisations could not be overlooked and
private schools should not become ave-
nues for a new kind of racism or elitism.

There should be compuisory education
for all aged between seven and 16 and
education should be viewed as a right, not
a privilege.

SECURITY AND
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The need for a secure security is recog-
nised but the power of police and the mil-
itary should be severely curtailed by law
and accountable to both the courts and
the legislature.

A small, professional non-racial de-
fence force should be maintained ade-
quate for the country’s defence needs.

The police force should belong to the
people and no ordinary citizen should
have the right to bear arms.

~“And what these legal experts think

"PROFESSOR MARINUS WIECHERS, UNISA’

LIKE ‘A
BREATH OF
FRESH AIR’

HE church's draft document

was a direct challenge to the
government to “come out and say
what it wants in & new South Afri
can constitution” said Advocate
Dullah Omar of the University of
the Western Cape’s Community
Law Centre.

It was “a breath of fresh air” and
in general a magnificent document
which presented a vision worth
looking at.

A member of the African Nation-
al Congress constitutional commit-

: tee, Mr Omar said it was “absolute-
- ly imperative that all religious

denominations clarify their position
so that their demands and aspira-
tions can be taken into account in
writing a new constitution that will
enjoy wide legitimacy”,

Mr Omar said it was refreshing
that the theologians recognised the
secular nature of a future state,
which was "a hig advance on what
we've had up to now".

The paper contained some “very
clear expesitions of principles and
aspirations” and he rejected the
contention that it was simplistic
and naive in parts.

{4 E need to know what kind

of society we want. This is
a very unifying doeument. It has
succeeded in transcending other
constitutions in their over-emphasis

" on mechanisms, to identify princi-

ples and objectives.

“H is important hefore working
out the machinery to know where it
will take us,

“Om the question of security and
internationg] relations, the docu-
ment recognises that we have no

external enemies but wé need inter-
nal security against those who ex-
ploit and dominate. The draft states
an ideal which cuts across the pre-
sent morass.

Mr Omar said he did not think
the theologians could be accused of
heing vague.

“T think the document poses a
tremendons challenge to the Na-
tional Party hecause of its clarity
on the basic nature of the South Af-
rican state.

“THEY have said apartheid is
dead, was a bad mistake et-
cetera, but their proposals talk of a
weak parliament which will not be
able to affect the necessary changes
in education, health and other ar-
eas.

“The regime must answer this
challenge: Does it support a unitary
non-racial democracy?

“The vision of local government
(in the draft document) is a good
one. Local communal procedures
have been used successfully to re-
solve disputes speedily and inexpen-
sively.

“This does not mean kangaroo
courts, or pepple’s courts in a bad
way.”

CHURCH
‘NAIVE,
SIMPLISTIC’

HE Anglican Church’s draft

principles were “naive and
simplistic” in some respects, but it
was good that Christians were tak-
ing part in the dehate for a legiti-
mate constitution.

This is the view of University of
South Africa’s Constitutional Law
expert Professor Marinus Wiechers,
who said he believed the theolo-
gians had been inhibited by the po-
litical implications of a new consti-
tution.

The constitutional draft was quite
closely allied to the Freedom Char-
ter and divided humanity into two
camps, the oppressor and the op-
pressed.

“The only problem I have with
this approach is oppression and
poverty has created endemic prob-
lems — power struggles, exploita-
tion and violence,” said Professor
Wiechers.

“The theologians take a very sim-
plistic view: once bad (apartheid) is
gone everything will be good.
Apartheid has become the ultimate
sin, which is not true. There is good
and bad on hoth sides.”

Professor Wiechers said another
flaw in the church document was
the inadequate view of state securi-
ty.

A smali professional non-racial
defence force, a “people’s police
force” and a ban on private citizens
carrying arms, as called for in the
paper, seemed “very naive” in the
light of brutal endemic violence.

“Parts of the document are a bit
lacking. ¥ am pleased to see a
strong focus on local government as
part of the constitution but I would

like to know far more about what is
meant by ‘a unitary state’, There
are several interpretations.

“The point on local communal
proceduses for resolving confliets
worries me. Are they suggesting
kangaroo courts? I hope it doesn’t
mean a one-party state or unilater-
al tribal appointments. And African
jurisprudence: what exactly is that?
We already have the principles of
good faith in our constitution,

N the question of land, Profes-

sor Wiechers said much of the
draft document could have been
lifted from the recently released
White Paper on tand reform.

The suggestion of safeguards
against land speculation by large
monopolies ‘was “a glib ideal”
which would be very difficult to en-
shrine in a constitution.

“There is a statement that a con-
stitution would be ‘part of a pre-
cess' of securing justice, protection
and freedom, suggesting that a con-
stitution is a means to an end. It is
not. A constitution is an end in it-
self, it is the embodiment of those
principles of justice, protection and
freedom. It is not a consumer prod-
uct for the government of the dap
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]eath threat ﬁﬂfﬂ’(

alleged in, ="

‘racing wrap

The.Argus Correspondent -

JOHANNESBURG — A death ih
tions of a struggle for control over-]
‘horse racing surround the brutal assault on top
racehorse owner, ‘Allan Forbes,

Mr Forbes was the driving force behind a recent
J ockey" Club i inquiry into alleged malpractices and
mxsapproprratlon of funds in the Transvaal Own-

. ers’ and Trainers’ Association. 4
"His call for the investigation followed attempts
, ;by a'section in the association to have Gosforth

‘Park - chief executwe Wally Segal removed from
‘ his- position. v _ -

E When approached Iast night, Mr Segal sa1d he
.. was aware of the alleged death threat, but he was
reluctant {o.say diy more.

The! allegatlons emerged .after Mr Forbes was
attacked yesterday in the early hours at the Turf-
fonteifi Tacecourse while he watched his horses go
through theu' paces

X TEARGAS SPRAYED IN FACE

It seems' Mr Forbess attackers lay in wait for
* him as heé regularly went to the isolated spot at the
22 000: métre mark to'watch his horses work. -

h 7 He) had teargas sprayed into his face and was:

o repeatedly hit. over the head with a pipe.

A rxdmg skull cap’ ‘saved'racehorse trainer-and
former champlont Jockey Mr Stanley Amos,:72;
from more serious injury this week when he was

! ‘attacked by a man and hit on the head with an iron
plpe while riding at Milnerton racecourse. .

- The . man attacked Mr Amos while he was exer-
cnsmgsa liorse on a-cinder track at dawn on. Mon—
gard his wife, Mrg Thel Amos; -

'Amos spurred his horse and galloped away,

¢-did so;:the man hurled a stone at him,

h1ttmguh1m and cracking several ribs.
A gash in his forehead was stitched.
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LEADING SA theologians
and academics have ap-
pealed for the state, the pri-
vate sector and individuals
to join ferces in redressing
. the inequalities of the hous-
F ing system.

In a 120-page booklet ti-
tled Homes for All, Chris-
tian Research, Education
and Information for Demo-
cracy (Creid) analyses the
problems in the SA housing

situation and reviews possi-

Theologians seek
l

e

H erease in population by the

DARIUS SANAI year 2000, ‘Efﬁ

ble courses of action. lgg‘lhfh report Saylin thatl lg
: ere were almost 1,

Itsayslessthanathirdof o unonyonces ooniable for

South Africans have access
to housing, leaving maore
than 22-million people —
mostly blacks — living in
shacks, hostels or squatter
camps.

The Urban Foundation
has estimated that 2,8-mil-
lion houses will be needed
to accommodate the in-

quality 1

white people and only
486 000 for blacks, despite
there being more than five
times as many blacks as
whites.

The repeal of the Group
Areas Act will not redress
the balance by itself, it
says. The average new
house for whites is worth at

./ STORES LIMITED

Reg. No. B8/0B034/05

- YEAR ENDED 28 FEBRUARY 1991

| Year ended Year ended
| 28.2.91 28.2.90 Growth
{unaudited) (audited) %
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5 189,2 4 380,9 18,4
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53,0 48,0
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.2 '
86,6 82,8 4,5
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ousing

east three times more than

that for blacks, making it
almest impossible to inte-
grate the black and white
middle classes,

“Many white South Afri-
cans are seeing black peo-
ple as the new middle class.
But the size and cost of the
hovses being built shows
just how little even the re-
latively wealthy among
black and coloured people
can afford,” it says.

It advocates a non-inter-
ventionist line by govern-
ment, suggesting options
like a tax on vacant Iand to
prevent speculation.

Planning

L, T

A tax on multiple owner-
ship is also seen as a possi-
ble remedy.

Businesses are urged to
play a positive role in ad-
dressing the problems. The
usefulness of provident and
pension funds to provide
housing is debated, as is a
mediatory role by property
developers.

It says planning, public
participation in policy deci-
sions by all groups, the
creation of merged munici-
palities from the current
segregated ones and
further devolution of power
to local authorities are
priorities for the long-term
improvement of the hous-
ing situation.

The group’s members in-
clude professors in law,
philosophy and biblical stu-
dies from the universities
of Stellenbosch and the
Westérn Cape and Unisa,
and representatives from
the Nederduitse Gerefor-
meerde Kerk and the Meth-
odist Church,
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ARCHBI$HOP Desmond
Tutu yesterday said
there was "something
“despelately ‘wrong? in
the hlack commuhity
after {lie massacre of 15
people in Alexandra
township. *
Delivering ¥‘homily at
a service for jilstice-and
peace, he said there'was
much to admire in'BHick
political organisaficiis,
“hut there is much *aléd
which is not xight”.:
“Some of those who
belong to these erganisa-

tions are totally undisci- '

plined and -you éan’t
wage a struggle unless
you are dedicated and
disciplined,” he sgid. . .
- . “0Our organisations
need to go back to grass-
roots and instil disei-
pline from the lowest
ranks up.” " . - M

Archbishop Tutu said
black South Africans
“must of course point to
all the causes of vio-
lence, but ultimately we

must turn the spotlight |

on ourselves. We can’t go

on fdorever ‘blaming
e e d

apartheid.”

He identified as
causes of violence the
process of transition; the
government's lack of tol-
erance of opposition;
economic deprivation;
the migratory labour sys-
tem, and “disgraceful”

“Yes, that is all true,”

Atk ol e

he said. “But it is not all
the truth. A lot of the
vielence is due to politi-
cal rivalry. Political
groups in the bi;ck cc;m 'J
munity are fighting for
turtf-’,gna they ’H’ug' ot
seem to know, ot rtain,-J
ly-seme ‘of their follow-
ers don't seem"to know,
that a cardinal tenef of
demoecracy is-that
people must be free ta
choose freely whom they
want to support..

“It seems as if the cul
ture of violence is taking
rool ih our society. We
are becoming brutalised
and: almost anaesthe-

o Page 5



Talks cannot be left to

liticos

p oo

THE proposed multiparty conference on
negotiations or 2 constituent assernbly
should .consist of mediators elected be-
cause of their contribution to the cornmon
good and not just politicians, Methodist
pishop Rev Peter Storey said yesterday.

“Let the politicians run for this confer-
ence, but let others sit there as well to
make sure they behave,” Storey fold an
Institute for Democratic Alternatives con-
ference. .

Storey said the vacuum created by ban-
nings and the repression of pormal politi-
cal activity had been filled by a multitude
of crganisations, civic associations, neigh-
bourhood alliances, single issue cam-
paigns, support groups, youth organisa-
tions, woinen’s organsations and churches.

“All of these were involved in the strug-
gle and in fact ied the struggle, in spite of
claims by late arrivals on the scene.

“Some of us would say that the struggle
in SA over the past four decades has had an
exceptiondl drid remarkable moral content
precisely because it was per force led by

bodies which were committed to justice

W\l

& churchman
]

TiM COHEN

without seeking power.

“The moral content has been less than
prominent since the politicians entered the
scene and began to dominate.

“Not all of us are impressed that the
quality of leadership in the political fer-
rain always matches that which was found
in the years of struggle, nor that some of
the jockying for position that typifies poli-
tical strategy is worthy of the high purpose
of writing a new constitution for a demo-
cratic, non-racial non-discriminatory
future.” ;

Given the failure of politicians to control
their followers, and in some cases the dele-
berate encouragement of those followers
to create havoce, 2 general election would
provide a recipe for large-scale violence.

For this reason democratic representa-
tion at either a muitiparty conference or
constituent assembly ‘would not be possible
without a mmonitoring group which was
manifestly disinterested in any form of
political power.
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within a short space of time, In Jater.”

A DELEGATION of church lead-

 ers is to meet ANC deputy presi-
| dent Mr Nelson Mandela today.

Headed by National Conference of

 Church Leaders co-chairmen the Rev

Frank Chikane and Dr Louw Alberts, the

pll delegation s expecting to receive

Mandela’s response to proposals it made
regarding a new dispensation,
NCCL representative Ms Va Pauquet

| 52id the proposals were contained in the

church group’s Rustenburg Declaration
document,

The declaration was made by
delegates from various churches at the
NCCL conference last November.

Apartheid

The document puts forward' the
church’s opinion on the fumre dispensa-
tion of the country and the need to create

* an atmosphere conducive to negotiarions,

Paquet said the declaration had
opened up opportunities for denomina-
tions which had often avoided contact in
the past to co-operate in the reconciiia-
tion and negotiation process,

“A highlight of the conference was
the confession of guilt by Professor Wil-
lie Jonker of the Duich Reformed

Church’s complicity in apartheid, which
in turn elicited confessions from other
churches,"” said Pauquet.

Members of the steering committee
include Dr Isak van der Merwe
{Apostolic Faith Mission), Mr Demnig
House (Mission Southern Africa), Ar-
chbishop Desmond Tutu (Church of the
Province of South Africa), Bishop
Wilfred Napier (South African Catholic
Bishops’ Conference),
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DESPITE the Dutch
KReformed Church's (NG
Kerk) ‘‘confession of
guilt” in  supporting
apartheid at last year's
Rustenburg Consultation,
the South African Al-
liance of Reformed Chur-
ches has urged its mem-
bers not to enter into rela-
tions with the church,

This was said in a
statement released by
SAARC  secretary Dr
Nico Smith after the al-
liance’s third general con-
ference in  Mamelodi,
Pretoria.

He was reacting to the
declaration drawn up at
the National Conference
of Churches in Rusten-
burg last November,
where 230 representatives
from more than 100
denominations met for the
first time,

At the conference, the
public confession by the
NG Kerk's Professor Wil-
lie Jonker of the church’s
compiicity in advocating
apartheid elicited similar
confessions from other
churches.

“We reject the NG
Kerk’s claim that because
of their confession, they
have the right to claim ac-
ceptance by the ecumen-
cial bodies nationally and

inte: tlonal%. ) Z ﬁ/
““This is based on [he

assumption  that the
church’s confession has
drastically changed iis
ways and attitudes, and
therefore it deserves to be
accepted by churches all
around the world,” Smith

- R;@o@ _

He called on member
churches not to enter into
relations with the NGK
until a decision on its
membership had been
taken by the World Al-
liance of Reformed Chur-
ches.

Smith said the Rusten-
burg Consultation had
been very cautious in ad-
dressing burning political
issues, ““which require a
clear prophetic witness
from churches in South
Africa”.- Sapa.
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FW can’t make m@mﬂa&% )

EMOLISHING “the last
three cormerstones of apart-
heid” is proving to be micki-
er than President FW de
Klerk expected.
The Democratic Party and
the South African Council of
Churches want to suspend four of the
five Bills intended to replace the two
Land Acts, the Group Areas Act and
the Population Registration AclL.

At the opening of parliament in Feb-
ruary, De Klerk announced that the
Acts would be repealed by June.

He is expected 10 make a policy state-
ment on a change in government sirat-
egy after his return this weekend from
his European tour during which he as-
sured the world that apartheid will be
dead by the end of this parliamentary
session and all sanctions can be lifted.

The problem arose in the joint parlia-
metary committee considering the five
Bills. Four of them are seen to have
what the SACC called “serious flaws”
when its delegation met three mini-

sty

De Kierk's hopes of ridding
South Africa by June of the key
apartheid laws are being
dashed. The new Bills are simply
the old Acts in a new guise.
By ARTHUR MAIMANE

sters responsible in Cape Town last
Monday.

The DP and the SACC want the four
suspended and only the overall Aboli-
tion of Racially Based Land Measures
Bill, which is nearing its commiliee
stage, passed into law while the others
are re-considered. The thinking is this
Bill, which repeals the Land Acts and
the Group Areas Act will, with the un-
controversial Population Registration
Act Repeal Bill, demolish the corner-
stones without causing too much grie-
vance.

Parliamentary sources say a compro-
mise, which the government is con-
sidering, is to incorporate the better

litior Bill — such as the one that will
grant freehold rights to township ten-
ants at no cost. The DP is also propos-
ing reparations for Africans forcibly
removed from their homes — Sophia-
town and District Six being two of
scores of examples — to be consid-
ered by a Land Commission rather
than the courts because the law that al-
lowed forced removals was bad but
still legal. The commission would
consider fairer compensation for the
victims than they received under un-
just laws.

But the SACC demands much more:
compensation as well as restitution.
The government claims giving back
land would be impractical and could
cause conflict; but the churches argue
that “much of the land concerned is
still in state hands and conld be readily
restored”.

The SACC told the three cabinet min-
isters led by Hernus Kriel — who is
meant to pilot the five Bills through

anish
ent== there had been no con-
sultation and “this process is interpret-
ed as a statement by government that it
is not really interested in what peopie
outside government think or want”.

The four they disapprove of main-
1ain apartheid in a new form by placing
“ali significant decisions in the hands
of officials who exercise wide discre-
tionary power” with no appeal against
most of their decisions.

Bui parliamentary sources are scepti-
cal about the consultations demanded
by churchmen at the drafting stage,
saying these would cause so much de-
lay there would be no possibility of
passing them into law by the June
deadline.

The churches say there “is no funda-
mental problem™ with the Abolition
Bill and it should be passed “soon”.
Their objections to the other four are:

@The Residential Environment Bill
“is an attempt to continue the artificial
protection which white areas have en-
joyed” under the Group Areas AcL

@The Less Formal Townships Es-
tablishment Bill is also “a new form of
apartheid” with officials exercising
“unchallengeable discretion as o
where townships will be established”.

@®The Rural Development Bill gives
officials “vast powers™ to decide
where Africans may farm and imposes
conditions — whereas repeal of the
Land Acis is meant to allow them free-
dom of choice.

@The Upgrading of Land Tenure
Rights Bill has “serious flaws”
like leaving tenants “at the mercy of
the landowner” and, again, allows of-
ficials unlimited powers.

In a variation from the DP, the
churches want a land claims commis-
sion that will give back land forcibly
taken away from people.

r



By BARRY STREEK

CHURCH leaders hope to break the
deadlock between' the government

and the ANC over the ANC's ultima- Py

e TR S Sy 3 o
Yeadérs met Presidént %Wm

- tunr on. violence. sz v, .
A delegation of religious
F W de Klerk yesterday after having met ANC depu-
ty president Mr Nelson Mandela the day before.
The discussions concerned the violence, particu-
larly in black townships — where 97 people have
died this week, and the ANC's ultimatum which
expires on Thursday.
Speaking after the meeting, the delegation said
they feared an escalation of violence after that date.
The delegation, which met Mr De Klerk for 90
minutes, was led by the president of the South
African Council of Churches, Dr Khoza Mgojo.

TRUCE ATTEMPT IN
SOWETO FAILS

See PAGE 2

i

PEACE BROKERS . . . Church leaders Dr Khoza Mgojo, the Rev
* Chikane and Professor Johan Heyns after meeting President FW de

ey

Frank

Klerk yesterday to broker peace between the government and the ANC.

Afterwards, the general secretary of the South
African Council of Churches, the Rev Frank Chi-
kane, said: “There is a willingness on both sides, so
we are hopeful that we will achieve peace.”

The deputy moderator of the NGK, Professor Jo-
han Heyns, who was part of the delegation, said: “On
the basis of what the State President said, it is very
clear that he at least is willing to do what he can do,
and it is also clear that on the side of the ANC, and
particularly of Mr Mandela, there is a desire to
resolve South Africa’s problems peacefully.”

The delegation, which included the president of
the Muslim Judicial Couneil, Sheik Nazeem Moham-
med, and Rabbi Arthur Seltzer of the Cape Town
Hebrew Congregation, said in a statement: “We are
convinced that there is a will on all sides we have
met o bring this threatening deadlock to an end.

“Although the situation is delicate and complex
we believe that there will be an effort to bring
violence to an end.”

,To:page 3: - * '
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Dr Chikane said the
violence was threaten-
ing to torpedo the peace
process and there were

forces at play that really

10-

wanted to keep the v

lence going.

“Because of this vio-
lence we have reached
this erisis. The major ob-
stacle is violence,” he

added.
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Church bid to ave
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CAPE TOWN — A top-level
church delegation trying to defuse
a looming crisis between the Gov-
ernment and the African National
Congress is hopeful the deadlock
between them can be broken.

« With only six days to go before
the 'ANC suspends talks with the
Government,  the delegation
emerged from meetings with
President de Klerk and ANC lead
ér Nelson Mandela saying they
found a willingness on hoth sides
to resolve the issue,

“At this stage we are convinced
that there is a will to bring the
threatening deadlock to an end,”
said an SA Council of Churches
statement read by its president,
the Rev Khoza Mgojo.

The delegation was speaking
outside Tuynhuys after a 90-mi-
nute meeting with Mr de Klerk
late yesterday. The SACC request-
ed the session, inviting other
churchmen to widen the represen-
tation,

e T T

e

t
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ALAN DUNN

“After these discussions we are
hopeful a way will be found,” the
Rev Frank Chikane said. If a way
were not found, the violence would
escalate yet further.

Ultimatum

—_——

He refused to give details of
specific plans or initiatives to re-
duce present Government-ANC
tensions. On April 5, the ANC is-
sued an ultimatum and seven de-
mands to the Government on the
violence, saying it would withdraw
from talks on South Africa’s future
if they were not met,

“We don't want to rock the
boat,” Mr Chikane said. “Our roie
is do do what we can, Our jobis to
encourage them so that we don’t
land in.a very tragic situation. We
are here to see what we ean do to
encourage them to come togeth-
er.” ‘

Crisis
28 :

Once The May 9 crisis was re-
solved, then the politicians could
meet to work out details on the
direction to take into the future.

Professor Johan Heyns, vice-
moderator of the NG Kerk, said it
was not the task of the churches to
see to a new political or constitu-
tional structure, but encourage
new attitudes.

“We tried to make a contribu-
tion. All are convinced violence is
not the way,” he said.

Others in the delegation were
Bishop Reginald Orsmond, deputy
president of the SA Catholie Bish-
ops’  Conference; Archbishop
Laurence Henry of the Catholic
Church; Sheikh N Mohammed,

|

president of the Muslim Judicia] -

Council, and Rabbi A Seltzer of
Cape Town,

Mr Chikane would not say
whether his trouble-shooting dele-
gation would again see Mr de
Klerk or Mr Mandela.




CHURCH leaders emerged from hour-long talks
with President De Klerk yesterday hopeful that a
damaging negotiations deadlock over the ANC's
May 9 ultimatum could be averted.

The clerics, who had also had discussions with
ANC deputy president Mr Nelson Mandela, said in
a brief statement that although the situation re-
mained “delicate and complex” they were “cop-
vinced there is a willinghess on both sides to bring
the threatened deadlock to an end”.

' They said they had intervened because of the
“tragic” Implications of the “erisis”. They believed
ihelr role was to encourage the politicians to meet
and tesolve their differences, -

" Growing dissent

The clerical intervention follows growing dis-
sent between the government and the ANC, mainly
focused on violencey apd ways.to end it.

One of seven thurch leaders, general secretary
of the South African Council of Churches (SACC)
th~ Rev Frank Chikane, said: “We hope that afler
ttis (the di ~#.sions) there will be processes that
will assist i1 ending the threat. We have seen a
willlngness «:* bath sides We are quite hopeful”

Mr De Klerk did not issue a statement after the
meeting ¢+d the rlerles, wasld not be drawn on
what “processes” they believed would be . ffectiv
in resolving differences between the govermment
and the ANC.

They declined to give detalls of the “sensitive
nature of the discussions”, insisting they did not
wish to “rock the hoat", but rejected speculation
that an SACC-sponsored peace summit to replace
gdr De Kierk's proposed summit was on the agen-

a,

Not mediatc -8

Dr Khoza Mgojo, president of the SACC, said:
“We have not yet said anything about that. That
was nok the subject of our discussion. Qur concern
is that if the threatened deadlock is not resolved,
then all other processes can be threatened.”

He said; “We do not pretend to be mediators.
Our duty is to encourage the different parties ...
to come together and talk so that we do not 1and
up in a tragic situation.”

Mr Chikane said: “Once the threatened deadlock
is resolved, then the politicians should meet to
wark on the details of how to go into the future. It
is not our role to determine how they should do
this.

“We have come in becanse of the crisis which we
feel has serious implications for the country and
all South Africans,”

Dr Johan Heyns, Moderator of the Dutch Re-
formed Church, said that given the level of vio-
lence, there was a “great need for the leaders to
get together”.

New attitudes

“We are here to see what we can do to encour-
age people to meet. It is not for the church to find
new structures, economically or politically. The
role of the church is to inculcate new attitudes.”

He added: "I have an idea that on the grounds of
what the President said, he is willing to do what he
can and it is clear from the ANC's side that {here
is 2 will to find a peaceful solution.”

@ The full church delegation comprised Dr
Mgojo, Mr Chikane, Bishop Reginald Orsmond,
depuly president of the South African Catholic
Bishops Conference, Archbishop Laurence Henry
of the Catholic Church, Dr Johan Heyns, Sheikh N
Mohammed of the World Conference on Religion
and Peace and president of the Muslim Judiclal
Council and Rabbi A Seltzer of the Cape Town He-
brew Congregation.
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€n by the SA Council of
hurches, whq made a
late-night cap on Man-
dela and a5 set up an
appointment  wijsp De

l Klerk at short notice,

Representatives of the

utch Reformed Church
and the Jewish and Mus-
lim communities were jp-
cluded in the talks with
e Kierk,

These talks, said
SACC Secretary  Rey
Frank Chikane, had beep
et up because it was
clear that after May 9o
meeting would be possi-
le unless the ANC’s

open-letter demands were
met,

{<méBting before the
ikane said yes-
terday. Some bas;s had i

be found for Justifying
such a Meeting,

“The key issue is find-
inga way both parties can
aveid a deadjock happen-
ing after May 9.7

. The SACC view was !
that if the government

could have acted on the
“manageable” violence,
confidence could be built
up to finding a solutjon to
most of the difficuit is-
sues in the ultimatum.

He said De Klerk had
taken their approach in
good faith and 4y he
could say was he gained
I the impression from Fri-

day evening’s talks “some
announcement or action™
would soon foilow™,

“We do not want to |
announce Something and
then get the politicians tq

ave to respond 1o it,” he
said,

——
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THE church and the
State shonld act to-
gether to rid the coun-
try of the plague of
violence besetting the
country, State Presi-
dent FW de Klerk
said yesterday.
Speaking at the offi-
cial opening of the Inter-
national Pentecostal
Church in Zuurbekom, De

Klerk said God had
grated each member
within the church the

ability to promote love,
peace and harmony.

He told about 20 000
people that churches were
well-equipped to feature
in moalding a future of
peace and hope.

*“The attainment of
peace and hope is not
only the responsibility of
politicians, police and
civil servants, but the
duty of us all.””

He said the State and
churches were partners in
spreading the message of
hope, peace and reconc-

Open that fist

of ang

By KAMAL SINGH

iliation.

De Klerk was guest of
honour at the inaugu-
ration of a hangar-like
church  built  outside
Soweto by the Imterna-
tional Pentecostal Church.

The church has 165
branches in the country,
the homelands and neigh-
bouring countries.

Construction of the
church, under the guid-
ance of the Reverend
Frederick Samuel
Modise, started in De-
cember 1986.

The complex is a
dream come true for

Moadise.

He founded it in 1962 °

and claims to have three
million members through-
out Southern Africa.

De Klerk said: **In this
partnership and pursuit of
peace and justice, each
has 1o work according to
its rules and discipline.

““The State should not
Pprescribe to churches how
to spread the gospel or
conduct prayer meetings.

‘““However, the State
has the right to protest
when churchmen indulge
in politics.

*‘Christ should not be
turned into 3z political
agent,

Quwlen

““The Bible does not
contain any political pres-
ctiptions, The church also
has the right to take the
State or politicians to task
if they indulge in ex-
cesses.”

He said the message
that should be spread was
that the clenched fists
should open and become
praying and working
hands.

““The fist, clenched in
anger, cannot bring a
peaceiul future. We need
to get rid of the envy,
hatred and Iust for power
- all vpropellants of
violence,” he said.

PRESIDENT
FW DE KLERK
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State,
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By Carina le Grange

The State had a right to pro-
test when churchmen start-
ed to preach politics, spread
propaganda or further
party-political ideologies
under the guise of the Gos-
pel, President de Klerk said
in Zuurbekom, near Soweto,
yesterday. -

Mr de Klerk was opening a
20 000-capacity place of worship
of the International Pentecostal
Church, called Silo, which he
gaid was one of the biggest
church buildings in Africa.

Among the guests at the
opening were Law and Order
rainister Adriaan Vieok, SABC
chief Wynand Harms and sever-
al army generals.

Mr de Klerk said the Church
was a partner of the State, and
that the two should co-operate
in attaining peace and happi-
ness as they shared 2 common
goal of fairness and justice for
all. Each, however, had a par-
ticular role to play according to
its own particular rules and dis-

church
share goals

Klerk,

LY

1 do not think men should iry
to turn Christ into a political
agent or make a political agen-
ey of the Church. The Bible con-
tains no political prescriptions,"
he added. g

Mr de Klerk said there were
many people and organisations

tice, who wanted 10 make the
country ungovernable.

“They want to keep a strug-
gle alive, while there isno n
for a struggle any more.”

Earlier he said that reconeili-
ation in South Africa was not
limited to a new constitution
and the right to vote, but had to
find its way into he “yery
heart” of society.

“Violence which stands in op-

sition to love and reconcilia-
tion, has to be rooted out. Many
other things, such as new jobs,
economic growth, housing and
schools will certainly help, but
they cannot solve the problem.

“We must get to the underly-
ing causes of the violence — to
the hatred, envy and 1ust for

* power that propel it,” Mr de’

Klerk said.

\ 16{]3"1_0"57"&%__* —



Fewn people had heard of
th: 500 000-member
In‘ernational Pentecos-
tal Church before the
opulent dedication cére-
rrony of its new church
bsilding at Zuurbeiom
at the weekend. The
event, which drew a
gowd of 27 000, was
addressed by the 5State
fresident and his wife
Narike, boasted many
ViPs and attracied a
large media contigent.
CARINA LE GRANGE was
‘ there.

HE Internatinal Pente-
v costal Churen (IPC) is'a
' “totally nompolitical or-

ganisation” with 185
branches throughout southern
Africa, which draws an addi-
, timal 1500 members a moith
to'its already stated member-
stip of 500 000,

Fven so, maitstream church
leaders — ani organisations
dealing with the so-called in-
dependent Christian churches —
paled by The Star had sever
.heard of the IPC before the fan-
fare opening of its Silo head-
_quirters in the West Rand Agri-
cutural Holdings at Zuurbekom
onSunday.

} is possible that these
chirch leaders would kave re-
maned igrorant of tie IPC’s
exitence even after the open-
ing which drew 27 000 people, if
it d not been for the fact that
Preident de Klerk, drawing the
attntion of a large inedia con-
tinent, addressed - the cere-
may.

.part from Mr de Klerk and
hitwife Marike, who addressed
th womnen “woman to woman”,
thre were other illustrious VIP
gests at the opening ceremony.
¢ 4 service of dedication of a
n& church building, to which
spporters on church affairs
‘five become accustomed, it

' Minister of Law and Order
Ariaan Vlok and his wife, an
uspecified number of unnamed
zmy generals (in lounge suits
¢ the invitation dictated),
&BC director-general Wynand
. hrmse and lus wife as well as
% least one other SABC man,
Lhw director of religion Dr-J
"Ptgieter, and his wife also at-
“Eamﬂ_. o
.. The wives all wore day
but Mrs de

AFesses and hats,
‘flerk and ‘Mrs Viok wore out-
fits in the golours of the church:
_.nzmn. blue’ and white.

|, The master of ‘ceremonies
aw_,mm Dr Marthinus Pretorius, a
! i

! o —

h

apeh. Feda g AT

o

A sea of red and white .

St

theologian of the Nederduitsch
Hervormde Kerk in Suid-Afrika
who is based in Leuven, Bel-
gium.

He reportedly travelled to
South Africa specifically for the
occasion.

Dr Pretorius’s high-profile
presence caused a flurry among
some: the Hervormde Kerk is
the only traditional Afrikaans
reformed church which retains
in its constitution the controver-
sial Article 3 which states that
only whites may be members of
the church.

But this flurry came later.

Earlier on, the retinue of
VIPs was preceded on its tour
of the sprawling church com-
plex — on more than 30 ha — by
a large bevy of elderly drum
majorettes through a seemingly
endless guard of honour of men
dressed in blazers, shirts and
trousers in church colours.

Before that came the motor-
cade of the founder and priest-
in-chief, the honourable Rev
Frederick Samuel Modise,
which picked up Mr de Klerk
and Mr Viok and their entou-
rage in a powder-blue Rolls-
Royce and a Mercedes-Benz.

People who have attended the
services of various denomina-
tions, including dedication ser-
vices of new church buildings,

the women of the Internationa

oS

or who often deal with church
leaders, had never before seen a
priest who owns a Rolls.

However, the church building,
although vast, is modest.

QOutside it sports a Star of
David, but inside the decoration
is not opulent.

Around a cave-like space be-
hind the place where one would
expect the find a pulpit, Christ-
mas-like gold streamers hang
down, topped by a red neon
light.

Above this hangs a large co-
lour photograph of Mr Modise.

As seats were taken, Mr Mo-
dise positioned himself on a
throne-like chair behind a cloth-
covered table on which stood a
Liberace-style candelabrum.

In front of him he could see
the speakers’ podium, and he
was flanked by (mostly white)
VIPs and the choir.

The audience (for this was an
event, not a church ceremony)
was a sea of red, blue and white
clothing topped by black faces,
who listened raptly to Mr-de
Klerk, to Dr Pretorius and to
the Scripture reading by Dr
Potgieter.

Some psalms were sung, but
the most memorable music was
the song of praise to Mr Modise
before he gave his address —
and immediately after — a

2%

neous outburst of town-
ship rock.

In his speech, Mr Meodise
reassured white guests that the
members of his organisation,
which he founded after seeing a
vision of God 28 years ago, do
not drink or smoke, are “com-
mitted to obeying the com-
mandments of our Lord and as
such are an extremely happy

»

and peace-loving people”.

“We will continue to strive
and grow from strength to
strength, so that more and more
may hear my voice and through
it, God’s message,” he said to
the vast audience of flag-wav-
ing, responsive people.
® After reports of Mr de Klerk's
appearance at the ceremony
appeared in the press this week,
it became clear that although
mainstream church leaders
(both black and white) might
pot have heard of the IPC,
Soweto residents certainly
have.

They know mostly about the
luxury cars and rumours of a
number of homes belonging to
Mr Modise.

Mr Modise said he would ans-
wer questicns only on a face-to-
face basis. The Star was un-
able to secure a meeting with
him this week. O

e

tecostal Church — men sit separately.

SRR A

On his ““throne’’ . . . the honourable Rev Frederick Modise.




Peace summit plan '

bv_church leagets
PATRICK BUI.GE

8 CIL of Churches secretary gener-
al the Rev Frank Chikane confirmed yes-
terday that church leaders were planning 3
natiopal peace conference if all parties did
not attend President F W de Klerk's peace
summit later this month.

Chikane said church leaders would trav- .

el to Ulundi on May 20 to persuade Inkatha
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi to take part
in what he called a “peace conference of
affected communities”. .

The ANC has indicated that it will not
attend De Klerk's May 23 and 24 summit
because it wants a summit to be convened
by an independent party. Buthelezi in turn
gaid earlier this week he would reconsider
taking part if government was seen to be
accepting the ANC accusation that Inkatha
was responsible for fomenting township
violence.y {0 10 ‘sj\‘\ ; :

Chikane said the churches did hot Wan
to compete with government.in setting up
a peace conference. ) L

“Our position is that we will only get
involved if the parties concerned agree we
will be able to help.” .

He said a conference of “affected com-
munities” would not include government.
It would meet to establish a code of con-
duct and violence-monitoring mechanisms
as well as discussing ways of creating a
climate of tolerance in black communities.

“f}e hope that out of that we will engage
government,” he said.

- . St
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The kosher ChI'lStlaIlS

Last weekend ws:onary faith healer the
Rev FS Modise opened his new
church — and drew 20 000, including
generals, De Klerks and Vioks.

I:?T SIDLEY reports

MAGINE a Christian church where the
cross is replaced by a Star of David,
where the “priest-in-chief™ has two wives
and drives a Rolls Royce and a Mercedes,
where the congregation keeps kosher and

-

observes the Sabbath on Friday rught and | N

Saturday...

This probably wouldn’t happen anywhere"m
the world — except in South Africa, in the
Rev FS Maodise's Intemational Pentecos[al
Church. -

The church has more than ha]f a. rmlhon
members, all uniformed and all black in more
than 160 centres in Southern Africa. And
they all hang on the words of the “priest-in-
chief”, a faith healer extraordinaire with al-
most no formal education and no theologlcal
training. e

Modise, bom in 1914 in Hammanskraal
grew up in Sophiatown, was removed to
Meadowlands and spent most of his early life
as a poverty-stricken carpenter in Meadow-,
lands until he became ill and had a vision. -*

He read the Bible, was healed, and acc?@l. i
ing to Elizabeth Malema, a domestic wor
whose mother grew up with him, saw a vi-
sicn of a church as a young man “with so
many people in it that they looked like ants”,

Last weekend, Modise opened his new
church in Zuurbekom, just beyond Soweto
on the West Rand, B

It indeed had so many people in it they
looked like ants — some 20 000 fiiled it to its
huge capacity. President FW de Klerk made a
speech and his wife Marike said a few words
to the women of the congregation. Along
with them came the Vloks (of Law and Or-
der), several Defence Force generals, the di-
rector-general of the SABC, Wynand Harm-
se, and his wife, as well as the SABC’s head
of religious services,

‘With the exception of two bishops from the
Zionist Christian Church (who did not arnve)
no other church dignitaries or representatives
were invited. The South African Council of
Churches was “too political” I was told, and
so they invited generals and politicians as an
apolitical aiternative. Several of the dignitaries
even belonged to a church which does not ad-
mit blacks (the Nederdwitch Hervormde
Kerk) including the master of ceremonies, Dr
MW Pretorius.

A number of prominent members of the Jew-
ish community were also present.

The church motif is the Star of David re-
ferred to by Pretorius as: “The star which we
all carry on our hearts. The Star of David is
Christ.”

But the Jewish connection runs deeper than
decor. Other than the Saturday Sabbath ob-
servance, the dietary laws and the belief in the
five books of Moses, Modise’s close personal
friends, Michael and his son David Hirscho-

PRAISE THE LORD .. th
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VISIONARY: The Rev FS Modise

witz had much to do with the church.
“One of our firms built the church,” David

Hirschowitz said. And the other Jews
present? “They were mostly my friends,” he
said. The church bankers are Volkskas. .

Asked about the SADF generals, Hirscho-
witz explamed “When the Rev Modise first
had a vision about building the church in
Zuurbekom it was a white conservative area.
'This was during the P W Botha era, and we
took him to see various officials including the
defence force and police to help get the re-
quired permits to build the church.

“Also the defence force helps protect him
when there are large gatherings from right-
wing militant whites.

“The Rev Modise does not forget his
friends and when he has an important event,
he invites them,”

7] achurch thatds tpo smaHLW&wall
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e choir wore sahn academlc gowns and mortar boards
& .

"The church is a one-man show, a faith-
. healing operation. “We have once again built
grow from
" stréngth ta'stréngth, so'that more arid more
may hear my word and through it, God’s

.message,” Modise told the faithful.

He sits above his congregation resplendent

“ina generalissimo’s uniform in red and blue

satin decorated with gold braiding over white
trousers. He looked like an older Michael
Jackson seated in the plush turquoise velvet
and gold throme with the Star of David embla-
zoned on it. Above the priest is a portrait of
himself in dark glasses on the same seat. On
his table is an ornate brass candelabra which
would have found itself more at home on
Liberace’s piano. ’

Surrounding the pulpit area, which has mar-
bled plastic in front, are Christmas-like glit-
‘tering decorations with small flashing lights.

Thousands of the faithful wear T-shirts with
Stars of David in front and back. At the cen-
tre of each star is Modise’s face. One of the
songs sang by the choir and joined in by the
congregation hailed **Father Modise” in So-
tho.The choir wore red satin academic gowns
and mortar boards.

The opening ceremony was paternalist and
thoughtless at times and, it seemed, the only
person with some sensitivity for the moment
was De Klerk, who spoke in English and
ended in Sotho (the language of the church) to
the great cheering delight of the congregation.
The service had a low moment when Pretori-
us introduced “our Viok™ to the congregation,
saying one might expect a minister of law and
order to be nasty and carry a kerrie... “but not
our Vlok” who he insisted was a friend to all.

Afterwards, the crowds returning home
could not have helped but notice an Inkatha
impi forming, heavily armed and apparently
about to attack somebody in the road.




peace. talks

Own Correspoiident

JOHANNESBURG. —. The secretary-
‘general of the SA Council of Churches,
the Rev Frank Chikane, confirmed yes-
terday that choreh leaders are plam-
ning a national peace conference if all
parties did not attend President F W de
Klerk’s peace summii later this month.
Mr Chikane said church leaders will
fravel to Ulundi on May 20 to persnade
Inkatha leader Chief Mangosuthu
'Bn‘tll,::lezi to take part il} what he called
4 “peace conference ¢ aff com-
e e Bl
-#Fhe, ANC has indicaf at it.w
{0t attend Mr De Klerk's May 23 and 24
“sammif because It Wants # samoit to
:be coivened by an independent pariy.
"‘Earlier this week, Chief Buthelezi
said he would reconsider participating |
if the government was seen to be ac-°
cepling the ANC accusation that In-
was responsible for fomenting
-township violence. - e
+ Mr Chikane said the churches did
Mot want to compete with the govern-
ment in setting up a peace conference,
He said a conference of “affected
communities” would not include the
government. | . ey
Mr added that Chief Buthelezi had
expressed differences with the church
leaders. and that the conference had
b::z delayed until he agreed to take
part, P
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ﬁ -NORWAY was reconsidering its rela-
' tions with South Africa, the Norwe-
. gian Deputy Foreign Minister, Myxs
¢. Helga Hernes, said yesterday.
»  Mrs Hernes, who is on a six-day
M working visit to'South Africa, tield dis-
. enmssions in-Cape Town yesterday with
_ the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Pik
Botha, and the Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Mr Leow’ Wessels.

She is the most senior member of

the Norwegian government to hold of-
ficial discussions with the govern-
ment inside South Africa for a number
of decades. :

The five Nordic countries have
maintained a strong anti-apartheid
stand for many years and have imposed
tough .sanctions measures against
South Africa.

However, the Nordic ice cartain is
beginning to melt, as President F W de
Klerk's visit to Denmark last month
reflected.

ZS.%»% takes another _ccw )

While the Nordic countries are un-
likely to lift trade sanctions in the
immediate future, they are understood
to be reconsidering the bans on sport-
ing, cultural and academic links.

Before " her’ discussions with Mr
Botha, Mrs Hernes said she and her
delegation were looking at the situa-
tion and her government was reconsi-
dering its approach towards South

.Eﬂﬂo H
7. Mr Botha said the Norwegian con-

sul-general in Cape Town, Mr Rolf
y

L o em ek . o o T

at tough Rankd S,

SA

Berg, had “made some oune__nwmmam
remarks” about Norway’s willingness
to reconsider the -relations between
the two countries,

Mrs-Hernes held discussions with
thé ANC's deputy president, Mr Nel-
son Mandela, and other members of
the ANC in Johannesburg on Friday
anid also met an ‘Inkatha Freedom
Party delegation.

She said she also.hoped to meet a
PAC delegation before she returned to
Norway.

o e,
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From NEIL DARBYSHIRE
Daily Telegraph

JOHANNESBURG. —
Almost from the time
Mrs Winnie Mandela
was charged with assault
and kidnap, sinister
forees began a campaign
to undermine any subse-
quent court proceed-
ings.

The startling faet is
that of 12 key witnesses,
10 failed to give evi-
dence.

Two of them were mur-
dered; one abducted and
taken by his captors to
Harare; four went on the
run from the police hav-
ing reportedly been in-
structed to jump bail;
one was a co-defendant
of Mrs Mandela, appar-
ently afraid of incrimi-
nating himself; and one,
Jerry Richardson, infa-
mous “manager” of Man-
dela United Football
Club, is a convicted mur-
derer already on Death
Row.

‘Child molester’

The tenth, the Rev
Paul Verryn, the Metho-
dist minister whose al-
leged homosexual mis-
demeanours were said
to have prompted the
kidnaps, simply wasn’t
called.

Mr Verryn’s failure to
give evidence is the most
difficult to comprehend.
Willing to testify if
called, he spent the
three months of the pro-
ceedings working near
the court. During that
time his reputation was
placed in the dock along-
side the defendants’.

Mr George Bizos, Mrs
Mandela’s defence coun-
sel, portrayed him as a
child molester and rap-
ist, who lured homeless
boys into his bed at the
Soweto Methodist manse
and assaulted them.

The defence case was
that because of these
outrages, Mrs Mandela
and her co-defendant Ms
Xoliswa Falati, former
housekeeper at the
manse, felt obliged to

4

et

destroyed’

carry out a full investiga-
tion.

As a result four young
manse residents — Mr
Kgase, 31, Stompie Moe-
ketsi Seipei, 14, Mr Mono
and Mr Pelo Mekgwe,
both 22 — were brought
to the Mandela home at
Diepkloof Extension to
protect them from the
vicar and to dissuade
other boys from indulg-
ing in homosexual prac-
tices.

Under these circum-
stances, it seemed ex-
traordinary that Mr Ver-
ryn was not brought
before the court. Why
didn’t Mr Bizos confront
Mr Verryn with evidence
of his alleged misde-
meanours in a bid to
prove the honourable in-
tentions of Mrs Mandela
and Ms Falati?

Part of the reason may
lie in the fact that the
mission Mr Verryn ran
in Orlando West was a
church-funded refuge
for homeless youngsters,
many referred to him by
the ANC.,

According to close
friends, Mr Verryn de-
fied attempts by Falati
and others to turn it into
an arms dump and safe
house for trained ANC
cadres. The Winnie Man-
dela camp possibly then
turned against him.

There is logic to this
theory. If Mr Verryn was
abusing the boys, why
did the alleged vietims
keep coming back? And
why did the ANC and

1w vrr

Mrs Mandela continue to
refer youngsters to him
for more than a year
after the kidnaps and as-
saults took place?

Mr Verryn, aged 39,
was an easy target for ac-
cusations of homosexual
misconduct. Up to 30
boys and young men
stayed at the three-bed-
roomed manse at any
one time, making the
sharing of beds — Mr
Verryn's included — a
necessity. But in the
teeming townships of
Soweto, bed-sharing
among men and boys is
commonplace.

The only white Metho-
dist minister of a black
urban township in South
Africa, Mr Verryn is
widely acknowledged,
even by Mrs Mandela in
court, as a tireless work-
er for the people of
Soweto.

Nonétheless, he now
believes his 12-year min-
istry in Soweto is over.

Although already
cleared by a church in-
quiry of all allegations
of homosexual miscon-
duct, he is expected to
face another investiga-
tion after the dust raised
by the Mandela trial has
settled.

Whatever the outcome,
he does not feel he will
have the confidence or
resilience to work in
Soweto again. “I actually
think the intention was
to destroy me complete-
ly,” he said.

“My ministry has come
to an end and I am look-
ing at the termination of
my work. It will be a re-
lief on one level, but I
feel hetrayed. '

“When I look back I
think I was extremely
stupid about the sleep-
ing arrangements, but
when you live in a house
like that, everybody is
falling over each other
and you don't think any-
thing of it.”

Mr Verryn is particu-
larly incensed at the im-
age presented of him in
court as a corrupter of
young innocents. “The
people living at the
manse have been por-
trayed as innocent, de-
mure young people at
the mercy of a dangerous
minister,” he said.

*a
‘Not lambs’

“What one needs to un-
derstand is that they are
not demure and, if any-
thing strange happens,
they have it within their
power to take action
either through the strug-
gle or by physical vio-
lence, to which many of
them are well used. They
are by no means lambs.”

@® Sapa reports that
the South-Western
Transvaal district of the
Methodist Chureh yes-
terday said it had noted
the judgment in Winnie
Mandela’s trial, which
had vindicated its trust
in Mr Verryn.

The distriet head,
Bishop Peter Storey,
said it had been painful
for the church and Mr
Verryn to remain silent
during the court pro-
ceedings.

“While the Methodist
Chureh will wait until
the court record is avail-
able before making a
full statement, we wel-
come the indications
from press reports of the
judgment that our trust
in the integrity of the
Reverend Paul Verryn
has been vindicated,”
Bishop Storey said.
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new category of taxpayer will fund R76 million in

the hon the Minister’s Budget of the Emj
!

million that he has given out. @\

This drop in the ocean will not solve many
problems. Identified delivery systems of relief
and aid are clearly not yet in place, and it would
be true to say that the conditions for the average
Black South African are even worse today than
they were 16 months ago when the transition
process started. The underprivileged are fast
loosing hope, and to this extent T wish to put
forward several constructive proposals to help

restore personal dignity and our social mm_!m. . d

Firstly, the State should create new employmént
programmes to create site-and-service stands,
housing, electricity and other infrastructural
projects. This could be handled by the State or
tendered out (o private enterprise. Prescribed
asset requirements may be necessary to fund
such projects. Although this is not an optimal
situation, it is certainly the lesser of evils, as our
tax base, as the hon the Minister has already
said, is too small because of years of low
economic growth. This type of programme was
successfully introduced during the Great Depres-
sion in both the USA and in this country, and it
could be started virtually immediately. Only the
State has the resources to kick-start such a
programme. {Time expired.]

Mr I J WALSH: Mr Chairman, the hon the
Minister correctly referred to the restrictions
placed on him as far as the tax base is concerned,
but I believe we need to be constructive and laok
for alternative forms of financing. This party,
earlier in the session, raised the whole question
of a State lottery, which I believe, as a matter of
grave importance, shouid be looked at and a
decision taken.

Secondly, we as a party have for many, many
years been critical of the own affairs Administra-
tions and the duplications, of facilities in that
area. Yesterday the hon the Chairman of the
Ministers’ Council indicated that there was scope
for rationalisation, and we would ask: Is now not
the time to look at that rationalisation very
carefully, saving expenditure where we can.
Admittedly many, many staff members are in-
volved, but maybe we should be looking at

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

retraining those people for re-employment in job
creation and development priorities.

With regard to the whole guestion of pension
parity, which would cause a further drain, we
have lodged pleas for, as we believe 1t is imper-
ative that that should be done as soon as
possible. [Time expired.)

The MINISTER OF FINANCE: Mr Charrman,
the hon member himself referred to high expec-
tations. [ want to issue a word of caution. So
many people have talked about a lottery as a
possible alternative source of revenue that, re-
ally, even if it should happen, there is no way
that that source of revenue could ever address
the question of hospitals, etc.

Secondly, with regard to the rationalisation of
own affairs we are certainly not talking about the
scale of funding that is necessary to address the
poverty issue in the short term. I do not think
that we should raise too high a level of real
expectations.

As far as the hon member for Bezuidenhout's
comments are concerned, he took a percentage
which really, in itself, is a drop in the ocean, but
that is additional to what is already being spent
according to the Estimates of Expenditure. With
great respect, that is the maximum that could
have been done right now,

The hon member for Pinelands referred earlier
to the whole question of various sources of
funds. That is the situation as it obtains now. We
have our normal sources. Certainly we are very
Ioth to even contemplate a return to the whole
issue of prescribed assets, because it gives rise to
a lot of distortions in our economy. However,
right now one has one’s normal sources, but one
has an additional source, which is the conversion
of a sterilised amount of capital, lying there
dormant in the way of a strategic fund, to a
different kind of application altogether. This is
why one cannot make it part of one’s normal
budget. Therefore, one needs a certain degree of
arithmetic logistics in order to find out exactly
what the expenditure is.

I want to reiterate: The extent of need is such
today that we can do what we like, but a shifting
of priorities, a rationalisation, even a state
lottery—all of those things put together—will be

Helinss—
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of no avail whatsoever without very rapid return
to high economic growth. [Time expited.]

Debate concluded.

QUESTIONS

tIndicates translated version.
For oral reply:

General Affairs:

State President:

Day of peace and reconciliation
*I. Mr D H M GIBSON asked the State

President: @ Je
Whether the Goveriment will me_\ml.ﬁw desig-

nating a special day in the near future, after
consultation with religious leaders, to be
known as a day of peace and reconciliation in
South Africa, when churehes of all denomina-
ions and women’s, youth and other commu-
ity organisations will be asked to arrange
prayer meetings to be held throughout the
country with a view to mobilising all citizens of
goodwill to join in an endeavour to end the
violence and to seek peace and reconciliation;
if not, why not; if 50, when2

B998SE

TThe MINISTER OF CONSTITUTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT (for the State President):

The custom in South Africa has been for many
years that churches take the lead in setting
aside special days of supplication, and that
they then submit a request to that effect to the
Government.

mm.nnn we are on the eve of a Conference on
.So_nuon and Intimidation, which is to be held
in Pretoria on 24 and 25 May 1991, and which
ﬂ...: be attended by key leaders from church
circles of various denominations, that would
be a good opportunity to make such a request
to the Government, which would be sympa-
thetic towards it in principle

Mr D H M GIBSON: Mr Chairman, arising out
of the reply by the hon the State President 1
would like to ask whether the Government is
aware that ordinary people in South Africa are
desperate to find a solution to the violence in
South Africa and that they believe that people of

mn“o.n:u:.__ must take the initiative and, if the
Initiative has not come from anybody else, that
the Government must take the snitiative,

In this regard I would like to ask whether the hon
the State President would consider placing the
matter on the agenda at the peace conference
himself, as a matter that could be discussed.

The MINISTER: Mr Chairman, T would like to
make it very clear that the Government shares
the concern of ail responsible South Africans
about the tragic and shocking level of violence,
of death and of damage that is taking place.
[Tnterjections. el Y

...nl.\ri-!
”H._.m Government, on the other hand, has never
in the past taken initiatives with regard to
religious matters. It has relied on the leadership
of the churches in that respect, and I am quite
sure that at the forthcoming conference the
churches will take the initiative. If they do not, I
am sure that all of us who may be in the
privileged position of attending would certainly
promote that idea very strongly.

Ministers:

f Exiles: number returned to SA

*1. Mr L F STOFBERG asked.th
Home Affairs:§

How many members of the ANC, the SACP
and other previously prohibited organisations
that were banned from South Africa or that
fled or left South Africa after these organisa-
tions had been declared prohibited, (a) re-
turned to South Africa in the 1990 calendar
year, (b)(i) may still apply to return to South
Africa and (i) in respect of what date is this
information furnished and {c) what are the
names of the other previously prohibited or-
ganisations?

inister of

B936E
1The MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS:

(a) The Department has no record of mem-
a.n..m of previously prohibited organisa-
tions that returned to South Africa on
their own on an individual basis. No
members returned to South Africa on an
organised basis during 1990.

(b) (i) and (ii) There is no definitive indica-
tion of how many exiles there are
aboard and how many of them would

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
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about 25 Soytp African chyrep Statement issued aftey the helg Previously with ANC dep- they were likely tq attend,
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A JOINT delegation from
the South African Council of
Churches and the South Af-
rican Chamber of Business
met President De Klerk in
Tuynhuys to ask him to re-
think his summit on vio-
lence jn Pretoria this week-
end.

With the ANC, PAC and
Azapo deliberately staying
away, only Inkatha of the ex-
tra-parliamentary parties is
likely to attend.

The SACC is likely to an-
nounce today that they will not
be present, although they may
send observers.

Dr Khoza Mgojo, president
of the SACC, the Rev Frank
Chikane, general secretary of
the SACC and Mr John Hall
and Mr Raymond Parsons of
Sacob met President De Klerk
last night.

President De Klerk did not
say anything after the meeting.
A spokesman for the State
President said today that the

FW

Pretoria summit on violence
would continue.

Speaking outside Tuynhuys
last night, Mr Parsons said
church ard business had gone
to see President De Klerk and
his colleagues “because of a
shared concern about the
threat of violence and potential
violence on peace and prosperi-
ty in South Africa”.

“We have tried in our discus-
sion to look at the peace pro-
cess in a way which hopefully
will maximise the participa-
tion of all the main political
players in that process, as well
as the State Premdent’s confer-
ence in Pretoria,” Mr Parsons
said. !

'“We have had an exchange of
ideas and views on The process
and how to make it a more |
sucsessful form of mecha-
nism.”

Mr Chikane said the delega-
tion was consulting all the par-
ties involved.

Mr Chikane is to address a
Press conference today when
he will say if he and the SACC
will attend President De
Klerk’s summit or not.




Church defme

SENIOR clencs from d1f-
ferent religions yesterday
drew up proposals defin-
ing the Church’s role in
facilitating peace and
negotiations.

The meeting was

hosted by the South Afri-
can Council of Churches.

The proposals have
not been made public.
They are expected to be
released after today’s
consultations.

SACC general secre-

tary the Rev Fran(5) en

Chikane and other senior
religious leaders briefed
the meeting on separate
consultations they held
with ANC deputy presi-
dent Nelson Mandela,
President FW de Klerk

and Inkatha Freedom

Party president
Mangosuthu Buthelezi.

Urgent

According to a state-
meni issued.after the five-
hour meeting, the clerics
paid particular attention

peace conference involv-
ing all the main players in
the country’s politics.
Prominent clerics to
attend the meeting in-
cluded SACC president
Dr Khoza Mgojo, Angli-
can Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, Chief Rabbi Cyril
Harris of the Orthodox
Synagogues, Shaik
Nazeem Mohammed,
president of the Muslim
Judicial Council and rep-
resentatives of other inde-
pendent churches. - Sapa.
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Hunger strike deat

mm_mnp:oos)
CAPE TOWN — A nr_f—h.n ﬁm_mmmmcn Ied
by Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu
yesterday warned President F W de Klerk
of “horrendous” consequences if any hun-
ger-striking political prisoners died.

The delegates appealed to him to give
about 70 hunger strikers immediate am-
nesty.

In other developments Umkhonto we
Sizwe chief of staff Chris Hani was arrest-
ed during a demonstration to demand the
prisoners’ release, and three prominent hu-
man rights campaigners resigned from the
indemnity committees set up in terms of
the Pretoria Minute,

Hani, who was arrested after an illegal

2415 1)
protest march near parliament, warned
that negotiations could be jeopardised if
any ANC prisoner was “allowed to die”.
Tutu said De Klerk and Justice Minister
Kobie Coetsee had promised during the 90-
minute meeting to speed up the release
process, but that government had not given
a time frame for completing the process.
He said the church delegation had
warned De Klerk that the consequences for
SA — at home and abroad — would be
“quite horrendous” if hunger strikers died.
What was necessary was an “act of
statesmanship” by De Klerk to defuse the
crisis, rather than simply an undertaking
“to expedite the process”, he said. “It is a

hs would rm<mb%9.@ﬁ_mocm results,
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matter of life and death.”

De Klerk said in a short statement last
night he had told Tutu the cases of all hun-
ger-striking prisoners were being consid-
ered “in accordance with principles agreed
upon with the ANC”, .

The statement said De Klerk expressed
his “deep concern at the seriousness of the
situation”,

DARIUS SANAI reports that ANC inter-
nal leader Walter Sisulu claimed yester-
day that government was “delaying and
possibly derailing” the negotiation process
by not releasing the remaining political

prisoners.

He told a Wits University meeting the
ANC was “very concerned” that the issue
was proving an ohstacle to negotiations.

WILSON ZWANE reports three top hu-
man rights and anti-apartheid campaign-
ers yesterday quit the indemnity commit-
tees set up in terms of the Pretoria Minute.

Human Rights Commission {HRC) presi-
dent Max Coleman and advocates Dullah
Omar and Lewis Skweyiya said in a state-
ment they were appalled that the first
meeting of the committees had been set for
June 11 — by which time a number of poli-
tical prisoners would have been on hunger
strike for more than 40 days.

%

They also took exception to the stipulg-

tion that as ad hoc members of the com-
mittees they had to take an oath of secrecy.
“The issue of taking an oath of secreey
was brought, by us, to the attention of the
three judges (convenors of the ooﬂ::;ﬁ.mﬁv
on May 6. They undertook to convey it fo
President de Klerk but we have —_mm.wn
nothing,” they said. L
.H.wmw m&mm that the work of the commij-
tees had been ..noﬂuv_mﬂm_m:cwqmnﬁmwon by
ents and was no longer viable., P
mc.m___m committees ﬁmmﬂm established to pro-,
cess indemnity applications. The thrée
ﬁmwmﬁomnnmmma&moﬂwamawma. H

O To Page 2 ~
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By PAT SIDLEY
IT IS “with nothing other than a heavy
heart” that religious leaders have

turned down their invitations to Presi--

dent FW de Klerk’s peace confer-
ence.

Almost no leaders belonging to
churches within the South African
Council of Churches, the Catholic
church and few, if any, Jewish or
Mustim leaders will attend.

It would seem the only religious
leaders who are atteriding are from the
white Afrikaans churches such as the
Dutch Reformed Church, the penta-
costal and charismatic churches and
perhaps some African independent
churches.

Apparently not very many other re-.
ligious leaders have been asked, The
Chief Rabbi, Cyril Harris, was not in-
vited, but according to sources the
Jewish Board of Deputies has been,

. asked and will attend.

The lines have been drawn, accord-
ing to the SACC’s Frank Chikane,
and it’s back to the pre-February 2
1990 status, with those who always
supported apartheid plus Inkatha and

business who will be at the confer- |
ence, and the rest will stay away. |
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The churches and religious leaders
have been playing an increasing role
in trying to bring about some form of
peace conference.

But despite appearances, since the
National Conference of Churches in
Rustenberg, that many churches from
across the political spectrum have
been working together, in fact those
lines have been redrawn and it is back
to square one. The SACC churches
are being dubbed by some as the
“ANC at prayer”, with the white Afri-
kaans churches seen as “those who
have always supported apartheid™.

Although Chikane reassures the
press that he and the SACC are work-
ing closely with the Dutch Reformed
Churches and the Rustenberg confer-
ence, in fact the rift has widened while
Chikane has shuttled around the coun-
try seeking a path to peace.

Professor Johan Heyns, moderator
of the Dutch Reformed Church, has
expressed bis deep disappointment at
the SACC decision — a decision he
was informed of through the media
and not by Chikane or any SACC peo-

le.

Fsﬂ:m Chikane initially included
Heyns in his first delegation to D

L4 s e e
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Klerk ecks dp0, h&Was fotin<
cluded in the rounds of talks with the
ANC’s Nelson Mandela, nor the two
trips to Ulundi to see Chief Mangosu-
thu Buthelezi, the meeting of religious
leaders at the SACC, or the trip on
Tuesday afternoon with business
leaders to see De Klerk.

The co-chairman of the Rustenberg
conference, Dr Louw Alberts, was not
included either, He was quoted dur-
ing the week saying that there should
not be two peace conferences.

. Whether they want it to be character-
ised that way or not, the same lines
were drawn through the religious

leaders this week as through the politi- .

¢al groupings either accepting or de-
clining their invitiations.

It has now become clearer that the
SACC initiative has been to try to con-
vince De Klerk that his conference wili
not achieve its goals, and to try to per-
suade him either to drop the plans or
change the type of conference and its
hosts so that it would become more ac-
ceptable to more players. The meeting
at the SACC this week of religious
leaders was brought together in part to

.decide how to respond to the invita-

nwonm.

cdw v dede 2l b dis IR

st ggle to find solution

The desire of the clergy was to act in
some united way. At the beginning of
the meeting there were several who
believed it important that the De Klerk
conference be attended. At the end
they had all agreed it would serve no
useful purpose and those who had
been invited would not attend. They
would also impart all of this to De
Klerk through Chikane,

When it appeared to be impossible to

Weekly Mail out
early next week

THE WEEKLY MAIL will ‘ap-

pear a day early next week, on

Thursday May 30, due to the
public holiday on Friday.
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® Have wdc filled ‘in
Weekly Mail survey form?
week we published our bienni-
al survey of reader opinion. We
need to know what you think —
to improve our newspaper, to
give you better service and to
help us sell advertising.

If you haven't done so yet, dig

-out fast week's edition and
send itin as soon as possible.
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get De Klerk to change his plans, sup-
port was sought for an alternative
peace plan to be planned by a broad
range of religious leaders.

But the early stumbling blocks re-
main. Buthelezi has long-standing
reservations about the SACC which
he has not yet overcome and the
SACC leaders are acutely aware that
any conference without Inkatha, the
ANC and the government cannot hope
to achieve anything valuable,

SACC religious leaders, as well as
the ANC and other political group-
ings, remain sceptical about the con-
ference.“Who has seen an agenda, or
an invitation list?” asked one. “Will
the agenda be honest and open, or will
it be open to manipulation?”’

The sceptics may feel justified by the
references from government circles to
the fact that anybody not attending will
obviously be excluded from anything
decided at the conference — clearly
implying an agenda with a vision at the
end. This was borne out too by
Heyns, who suggested that religions
leaders who are attending the confer-
ence will announce some kind of plan
at the end of the conference to try and
restore the peace tatkss N
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about 70 hunger-strikers jmmediate amnesty.
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A CHURCH delegation led by Archbishop Desmond
Tutn yesterday warned President F W de Klerk of
ahorrendous” cpnsequences if any hunger-striking
political prisorers died and appealed 10 him to give

Mr De Kletk said after the meeting that the

. government ywas deeply concerned about the situa-

just” way. {

all being
Pretoria X

time frame.

terday: '

release.,

for more than 40 days.

from his comrades”.

hospital early this week.

Gl 1efe Metsing, have refused food for 23 days.
@ Hani arrested in city — Page 2
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But he :thasised that the hunger strikers were

fion and detérmined'to resolve it in a “humane and

onsidered for release in terms of the
inute agreement. Principles and the law
itself were at issue and not procedures, he said.
Archbishop Tutu said Mr De Klerk and Minister of
Justice Mr Kobie Coetsee had promised at the meet-
ing to speed up the release process but had given no

In other developments on the hunger strike yes-

® Umkhento we Sizwe chief of staff Mr Chris Hani
was arrested during a demonstration in Cape Town
yesterday. The protesters demanded the prisoners’

@ Thrée prominent human-rights campaigners re- -
signed from the indemnity committees set up in
terms cof the Pretoria Minute. The three — Dr Max
Coleman, Mr Dullah Omar and Mr Lewis Skweyiya,
all mdmbers of the Human Rights Commission of
whiehf Dr Coleman is president — said they were
appalled that the first meeting of the committees
had been set for June 11 — by which time a number
of hunger strikers would have been on hunger strike

/°@ Hunger Strike Committee lawyer Mr Willie Hof-
meyr said the first prisoner to be admitted to
rf Somerset Hospital, Mr Chris Mofokeng, whose con-

dition has deteriorated considerably, refused yes-
terday to be admitted to the hospital’s intensive-
care unit, saying he did not want to “be separated

Another hunger-striking prisoner, Mr Johannes
Hlapo Africa, was admitted to Somerset Hospital —
bringing te six the number of prisoners at the hospi-
tal. Journalist Rafiq Rohan was released from the

@ Mrs Winnie Mandela visited two hunger strikers
at Bax:agwanath Hospital yesterday. The two await-
ing-trial prisoners, Mr Thabiso Tekane and Mr Mo-

~
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Tutu warns of

hunger striket
=

consequél?lces '

By MICHAEL MORRIS, Political Correspandent

THE government is to speed up the process
of assessing the cases of about 70 political
prisoners who are on hunger sirike.

This emerged yesterday after Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu met President De Klerk about the cri-
Si8.

" The Archbishop said the President, who had in-
dicated there were around 70 prisoners on hunger
strike, undertook to “expedite the process”.

Hb, said he had used the 90 minute meeting to '

impress on Mr De Klerk the serionsness of the cri-
sis, warning that a single death from self-inflicted
starvation would have “horrendous” consequences
for South Africa, at home and abroad.

Archbishop Tutu told journalists after the meet-
ing that there was “considerable interest” in the
matter internationally and that it threatened to
exacerbate an already volatile situation.

He said he had conveyed the church’s call for a
general amnesty, saying the President would
achieve a “stroke of statesmanship” if he did this.

Mr De Klerk told Archbishop Tutu that the gov-
ernment was treating the hunger strikers accord-
ing to accepted international standards. It had a
concern for justice, law and good order.

He said; “1 made my points as strongly as I
could. 1 have been listened to and, in the usual
way, we had a very profound discussion.”

o~
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President De

Klerk . L



added that the struggle
against violence was not
the task of the Govern-
ment alone, but that of
every South African.

He said the Govern-
ment's conference was
the beginning of an im-
portant process ~ a
promise rather than ful-
filment.

- “Tt is my belief that it
. . is futile to go on without
the important parties
being here,” Professor
' Heyns said.
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will considersa proposal for the National Conference violence and intimida-
of Churches td conyene an independent peace sumrmnit | tion. e
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1 Heyns told the Gvernment’s two-day confeience that

the National Conference of Churchgg-tas prepared to
] act as the facilitator of a follow-up conference.

Inkatha Freedom Party/ieader Dr Mangosuthu
Buthelezi said he would dt: the proposal with the
party’s central comthiftee a -

be guided by it. °

"

would consider any positive ik
church leaders. 3y

“ ' @ More reports: Page 2

itiative by independent
- e .

v
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* Asked about the proposal, Constitutional Develop-
ment Minister Dr Gerrit. Viljoen said the Government
would welcome positive contributions by all sides to
broaden the participation in a follow-up conference.

He warned that nothing could be done in a mean-
ingful way if the main players were not involved. It
would therefore be unwise for any organisation to
start an iniative on its own.

It was imperative that a follow-up conference be
convened in the light of those political parties and
organisations not represented at the conference being
held at the CSIR conference centre in Pretoria, said

oAR, . - .
THE three }pg]or players in the negotiation process,

erk modérater Professor Joliddy:

ANC spokesman GCarl Niets‘;s said the movement |

Speaking after the first
day of the conference, Dr
Viljoen said some valu-
able contributions had
been made by delegates
regarding the nature,
causes and solutions of

::r-{r s —— e r———— ——— -

A wrong perception ex-
isted that the conference
would be marked by sim-
ilar views. The Govern-
ment welcomed the di-
vergence of views ex-
pressed — it reflected the
widespread concern
about violence.

Dr Viljoen said it was a
pity all parties concerned
were not present at the
conference. No one could
“avoid the implications of
violence and-everyone
would eventually become
part of the debate.

He said the conference
was an important step-
ping stone in ending the
violence — a view echoed
by many of the delegates.

e
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* The Government had never
thought the conference would come
up with concrete results. Firm deci-
sions could not be taken, as impor-

S
O

ant players were not involved in
making them. "c;-

Delegates were unanimous about
a code of conduct for politicians and N
security forces, Dr Viljoen said. Such
codes of conduct would, however, be
formulated by negotiation. .

Four chairmen — Institute for a
Multi-Party Conference chairman “Q
Dr Oscar Dhlomo, Barlow Rand
chairman Warren Clewlow, church
leader Dr Louw Albert and Dr Vil-
joen — have been appointed by
President de Klerk, with the agree-

|

ment of delegates, to chair the meet-
ing on a rotating basis with Mr de
Klerk. "

After Mr de Klerk’'s opening
speech, three keynote speakers — Dr
Dhlomo, Centre for Policy Studies
director Professor Laurence
Schlemmer and Dr Nel Marais, a re-
searcher in the security community
— outlined the nature and causes of
violence. - )

Referring to the open session,
Lawyers for Human Rights national
director Brian Currin said the morn-
ing session was counter-productive
and contributions had caused more
alienation.

He said delegates should stick to
the conference theme, rather than
bashing organisations not present,

Referring to some of the dele-
gates’ attacks on the ANC, Dr Vil-
joen stressed this had not been the
Government’s intention.



Political Staff

PRETORIA. — The Rustenburg
National Conference of Churches
yesterday offered to save the
floundering peace talks by con-
vening another summit on vio-
lence that already had the sup-
port of government, the ANC and
Inkatha.

Speaking at President FW de
Klerk’s peace summit, former Ned
Geref Church moderator Dr Johan
Heyns said “it is compietely futile
without the other parties here”.

He said several important leaders
not present had said they would be
prepared to attend a meeting con-
vened by an impartial body such as
the churches.

Later, Constitutional Development
Minister Mr Gerrit Viljoen said the
government would welcome contribu-
tions. He was specifically positive of
the role the Rustenburg group could
play and reiterated that President De
Klerk had said this summit was only
the first step.

However, a senior source disclosed
that Mr De Klerk had given Dr Heyns a
“very positive response” in a private
discussion,

It is also understood that Rhema

Church Pastor Ray Mlcaulay had trav-
elled to see Inkatha Chief Mangosuthu
Buthelezi, who had given him “an 80%
assurance” that he would attend a
conference.

The Rustenburg group, a broad
cross-section of church leaders, is co-
chaired by SACC general secretary Dr
Frank Chikane and Dr Louw Alberts.
Dr Heyns said the group could be ex-
panded by representatives from other
religions and parties that wanted to
participate in a follow-up conference.

At a briefing at the end of the first
day’s proceedings, Mr Viljoen said the
conference had been valuable, with a
divergence of views being gxpressed.

Major role-players absent from the
day’s proceedings were the ANC,
SACP, Cosatu, Azapo, the PAC and the
SACC. ;

The conference was dominated by
constant reference to the importance
of all parties being present in order to
combat the violence.

However, despite this and Mr De
Klerk's plea at the start of the summit
that delegates not criticise non-par-
ticipants and focus on the violence,
Chief Buthelezi and Zulu King Good-
will Zwelethini launched a scathing
attack on the ANC in separate speech-
es.




New committee is set up to push for wider peace talks

N ) . : : By DAWN BARKHUIZEN
A i : 2Ky N B THE mo<m_3..=m.__. and Inkatha
DT & 1y WRLY % SOEIRE : LA Y Freedom Party yesterday
v ;& . . . E4 | swept aside an attempt by
th ) church leaders to convene a

peace conference under
neutral auspices.

They indicated at the govern-
ment’s snmmit on violence at the
CSIR in Pretoria that they would
not attend a eonference proposed by
the so-called Rustenburg group of
churches.

The offer was made by Professor
Johan Heyns, a former NG Kerk
moderator.

In its place the conference pro-
posed a “continuation :committee”
which will try to find ways to end
the violence.

The committee will be made up of
Inkatha, the National Party, busi-
ness representatives and church
: % | leaders. Organisations which did not
1 g bR attend the conferencé — the ANC,
, . o : = PETEL ST 5 SRS | SACP, PAC, Azapo, CP, Cosatu and
WATCH the elephant, not the birdie . .. the president’s party sit tensely as the bull gets into a flap | SACC — will not be included.

Another “facilitating” committee

5 e g A

Picture Exclusive: The moment Maggie |5 st e o present
7 . , ; - President De Klerk will appoint the

and the president faced . .
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| an angry Old | for v commiies. -
tusker and ended up laughing about it/ e sre o i s e e
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Inkatha, the National Party, busi-
ness representatives and church
leaders. Organisations which did not
attend the conference — the ANC,
SACP, PAC, Azapo, CP, Cosatu and
SACC — will not be included.
Another “facilitating” committee
will attempt to start dialogue with
the parties that were not present.
President De Klerk will appoint the
members. Dr Louw Alberts has been
nominated for that committee.
President De Klerk did not rule
out the possibility of a conference in
the future, but he said the general
consensus had been to “get on with
the nitty gritty” of ending violence.
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi said
yesterday the central committee of
Inkatha  would have to declde
whether to participate in the Rus-

was opposefi to it.

Gained

f§ President De Klerk, summing up

e two-day conference, said the
government recognised the impor-
tance of the church in reconciliation
and in the quest for peace.

The full commiitee of the Rusten-
burg conference > churches from a
wide range of detiominations which
gained their name from an jmpor-
tant reconciltation meeting at Rus-
tenburg last year — will meet to
discuss moves for peace in Johan-
nesburg tomorrow.

Members of the group have been
in close contact with all the parties
involved. Pastor Ray McCauley of
the Rhema Church has been negoti-
ating with Chief Buthelezi, the Rev
Frank Chikane of the SA Council of
Churches with ANC deputy presi-
dent Nelson Mandela, and Professor
Heyns with President De Klerk.

The church leaders took the
initiative after the ANC, PAC and
other major political players
refused to attend the government’s
peace summit in Pretoria.

“It is completely futile to carry on
withont other parties here,” Prof-
essor Heyns told the summit on
Friday.

In an emotional speech
'n yesterday, Inkatha central

committee member Wal-
ter Felgate rejected the
Rustenburg conference,
' saying future peace sum-
mits were meaningless.
d been Mr De Klerk said the
'sponse government was bound to
others | @ policy of impartial, law-
ful and professional polic-
wossible | ing and was prepared to
weand | accept the monitoring of
urrent { police activities.
imend-

id Tolerate

of the|  fThe government did not
Insti- [ want to be a political play-
tthese | o and referee simulta-
ngs. 1 | neously, The government’s
erimi- | jask was to ensure effec-
st you | tiye administration and
them.” | maintenance of the law.
| Mr De Klerk said no gov-
ernment could tolerate
ak unauthorised militias oper-
ating within its borders.

The government would act
IC firmly against any such
development.
said. e also said the govern-

£ will | ment regarded itself as
hands | bound to agreements
oy already reached — a clear
belief reference to the Groote
1d be Schuur and Pretoria Min-
a5 an utes — and expected others
md a| ©80 the same.
Ience “Yiolence is the scourge
"1 from ouy troubled past,” he
sealed | saig, “We dare not allow it
id, to] to continue to reap its
gruge | deadly harvest. We dare
* ANC | not hecome mesmerised by
er. it, We must bring it to an
n the | end”
atany Delegates expressed

The commiitee will be made up of [

O7To Page 2
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._u_mm for peace ... Zulus at a Soweto rally yesterday listen to King Goodwlll
Zwelithini urging his nation not to use violence for political ends.

Churches take up peace

. togarlier reports.

J R :
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YThe initiative for further
» peage falks lies in the
- hand&-of churchmen, fol-
tlowing ‘the boycotting of
. this weekend's. Govern:
ment-organised peace
talks by the extra-parlia-
mentary Left. -

The men who emerged as
leaders to bresk ths dead-
Jock and get-all parties
around the negotiating table
arg Rustenburg National

Cooference of Msﬁuuau co-

chairman Dr w Alberts
and Ned Geref Kerk theolo-
“gian Professor Johan Heyns.
; ®The ainv Is to negotiate a
d..w “Héwt forum to end violence.
“""pr Alberts and Professor
-« Heyns will be the key play-
‘ers in the process following
their appointment to two
committees at the weekend.
However, no meeting is
seheduled for today, contary

. Tt 13 expected that consid-
. erable behind-the-scenes tob-
byiug and negotiating will be
-the forerunner to the pro-
posed peace forum. .
« At the weekend there was
_some confusion about the |
state of the peace process.
. Dr Gerrt Viljeen, Minis-
ter of Constitutional De-
velopment, denied reports
_that the Government had re-
jected participation in an-
other peace summit.
* He said the churches could
“play a tremendous role”
and made it clear the Gov- |
ernment was willing to take
part in another forum. -
But the Government felt
that the priority now was not
to rush immediately into an-
other full-seale summit, \

It felt instead that a lot of

a !

“pitty-gritty” work flowing °
out of its summit should first
be tackled — such as the
praposal for a code of con-
duct for political parties and ﬁ

the police, and for a standing

cominission on violence.

These proposals bired
preparatory Senxwﬂ@ the
continuation committee. It
could then be submitted to
the proposed forum.

Last week contacts were
started by churchmen deter-
mined to bridge the divide
which had kept the ANC-
SACP-Cosatu alliance and
other black liberation move-
ments, particularly the PAC
and Azapo, out of the week-
8% MEE.Er :
o Jhe main players in the
bridging initiative” are un-
derstood to have been Pro-
MM-M_E. Heyns and SACC gen-

seere the R
: wn .B_.W. .mcmnmun
t is believed they res
tively obtained .,._w.m mnww.w
light from Mr de Klerk and
0 laun
_Ebmmpn*qo. ch a new
participation
) cotsidered .Ewou Bo_wanMM
tainable as the movement, in
its steadfast refusal to at-
tend the Pretoria summit,
has amply proved 1ts point
regarding prior consyltation.

Bnt the inrtiative came
close to failure on Saturday
when Inkatha attacked the
churches as being “very
much part of the problem”

When this appeared to
threaten the proposal that
Dr Alberts be charged with
setting up a facilitating com-
mittee, Mr de Klerk per-
senally intervened,

He guaranteed that appro-

Support . . . Inkatha members at yesterday's rally.

T T

priate persons would be ap-
pointed to ensure the neutral
nature of the committee,

New bid starts to coax reluctant parties into second forum_
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Church initiative
begins

on peace

A FULL-SCALE church
summit on peace will be
launched at a meeting of
the ‘Rustenburg Church
Conference today.

The summit, which
hopes to bring all paries
together, is a sequel to the
Goyemnment peace sum-
mit which ended in
Pretoria on Saturday,

The South African

Council of Churches and

clerics representing the
Cathelic Bishops Confer-
ence and the Jewish and
Muslim communities
declined to attend the

| Government summit.

Summit

The clerics were
determined to bridge the
divide which kept the
ANC-SACP-Cosatu  ai-
liance and the other black
liberation movements out
of the summit,

Their absence, and the
consequent absence of
representation from the
communities most direct-

ly affected by the !

violence, was given a5
motivation for the SACC
grouping to also stay out
of the summit.

23S \Al

SA Press Association

Main players in the
“bridging initiative" are
former NGK moderator
Professor Johan Heyns
and SACC general secre-
tary the Rev Frank
Chikane,

The two men recejved
the go-ahead from Presi-
dent FW de Klerk and
ANC deputy president Mr
Nelson Mandela to launch
a broad-based cleric in-
itiative. .

ANC participation is’
now considered much
more attainable because

the church movement, in
its steadfast refusal to at-
tend the Pretoria summit,
has amply proved its
commitment {o prior con-
sultation.

Wrecked

The initiative came
close to being wrecked on
Saturday, the second and
last day of the De Klerk
summit, when Inkatha ac-
cused the churches as
being “‘very much part of
the problen’”.

When this appeared to

I

(Y
(&

threaten a proposat at the
Government summit that
2 co-chairman of the
Rustenburg  Conference
be charged with setting up
a broad representative
committee, De Kierk per-
sonally intervened, .

He offered to ensure

that appropriate people be
appointed to ensure the !

-+ neutral nature of a com-

mittee.

Another cleric drawn
into the operation wag the
Rhema Church pastor the
Rev Ray McCauley, who
has especially warm links
with Inkatha Freedom
Party president Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi,

Closer

Buthelezi has said he
will have to lay the ques-
tion of participating in the
church-backed initiative
before its central com-
mittee.

The new initiative has
reversed the pattern of al-
liances, '

Inkatha, in its reluc- |
fance to participate, has
pushed the Governmemt
and the ANC - both will-
ing participants - closer
together,




Churc

SOWETAN
Correspondent

THE initiative for far-
ther peace talks lies in
the hands of chur-
chmen following this
weekend’s  Govern-
ment-organised peace
talks boycotted by the
extra-Parliamentary
left,

The men who emerged
as leaders to break the
deadlock and get all
parties around the negoti-
ating table are Rustenburg
National Conference of
Churches co-chairman Dr
Louw Alberts and Ned
Geref Kerk theologian
Professor Johan Heyns.

The aim is to negotiate
an all-party forum to end

the violence.
Summit
Two committees - a
continuation committee

and a facilitating com-
mittee - were set up in
Pretoria at the Govemrn-
ment's Conference on
Violence and Intimida-
tion.

Dr Alberts said today
the continuation com-
mittee, consisting  of
people who had attended
the weekend summit,
would “‘systemise’™
proposals made at the
conference. ’

T+he facilitating com-
mittee, of which he was
still the only member,
would be expanded by
him in consultation with
President de Klerk.
Groups which had not at-
tended the summit, such
as the Rustenburg Com-
mittee and the South Afri-
¢an Council of Churches,
as well as churchmen,
business leaders and pos-
sibly trade unionists,

we ke

would be approached to
serve on the committee,

Alberts said no politi-
cal parties would be ap-
proached to serve on the
facilitating committee.

*The tendency would
be to avoid - political
parties and bring in such
currents that are common
to most people, for exam-
pie the churches, business
and labour, The facilitat-
ing committee will be a
machine to bring together
various players including
the political parties,**

He said the committee,
which would hopefully be
finalised within two
weeks, would **primarily
be a small think-tank of
people who can think
through the total spectrum
of the very sensitive prob-
lems concerning violence
and intimidation”’.

Through the com-
mittee, the main political
players would thus be
drawn in,

Confusion

Clarifying earlier con-
fusion about the role of
the ANC - the main
political force which did
not attend the weekend
summit - in the process,
ANC  spokesman Saki
Macozoma said today his
organisation could not
support any proposals
arising out of the Govern-
ment’s  summit  on
violence because the sum-
mit had not been called
by a neutral party.

‘“We are not going to
join any committee that
comes out of that meeting
- then we might as well
have gone to the meet-
iﬂg-"

Macozoma said a
brand-new peace summit
would have to be called
by a neutral party, and

Z-Key

Rev Frank Chikane

any proposals rising out,
of such a summit would
then be acted on by the
ANC. The ANC.would
support an independently-
initiated meeting.

The Minister of Con-
stitutional Development,
Dr Gerrit Viljoen, said a
multiparty  conference
which could negotiate on
various aspects including
a peace initiative and con-
stitutional reform would
be the ideal solution.

Alberts and Heyns will
be the key players in the
process following their
appointment to the two
committees.

However, no meeting
is scheduled for today,
contrary to earlier reports.
Dr Alberts said the
Rustenburg  Committee
had been on standby to

tures.

The continuation com-
mittee - on which political
and business leaders serve
and which includes chur-
chman Professor Heyns -
will deal with matters de-
cided at this weekend’s
conference to  ensure
these matters could be

+ taken forward to a pos-

sible future meeting for

«discussion by all players,

Professor Heyns spid.
President de
said that groups which
boycotted the Pretoria
talks could not be asked
to become part of the
commuittees, as that wouid
amount to co-option.

Peace

At the weekend there
was some confusion
about the state of the
Ppedce process.

Yiljoen denied reporis
that the Government had
rejected participation in
another peace summit.

He said the churches
could “play a tremendous
role” and made it clear
the Government was wiil-
ing to take part in another
forum to deal with
viclence,

Confirming the church

|3% o
aligned to existing STUC-  leaders™View, Dr Viljoen

Klerx.

said the Government felt
that the priority now wasg
not to rush immediately
into another full-scale
summit.

Last week contacts
were started by chur-
chmen determined to
bridge the divide which
kept the ANC-SACP-
Cosatu alliance and other
~black liberation move-
ments, particularly the
PAC and Azapo, out of
the weekend summit.

+ The main players in
the “*bridging initiative™ |
are understood to have
been be Professor Heyns
and SACC general secre-.
tary the Reverend Frank |

Chikane.must keep in this

sentence. ajw
It is believed they |
respectively obtained the

-green light from Mr de
Klerk and ANC deputy |

president Nelsen Mandela
10 launch a new initiative.

The Reverend Chikane
could not be reached for
comment this morning.

Although the ANC of-
ficially denied today that
the peace process was
back on track, ANC par-
ticipation is now consid-
ered much more at-
tainable.

meet today. However, at
this stage a meeting had
not been necessary,

It is expected consid- §

erable behind-the-scenes
lobbying and negotiating
will be the forerunner to
the proposed peace
forum.

Alberts received a
mandate from the summit
to approach all parties,
and the motivation behind
the move was that there is
a better chance to get all
parties together through a
church initiative that

would not be closely
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"‘tlo meet@ !
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A high- powered delegahon
headed by Dr ‘Louw: Alberts ‘and
theé Rev Frank- Chikane, co-
rchalrmen, of ‘the National C‘on-
ference ‘of Church” Leaders
(NCCL), is- to meet' KwaZulu
i Chief Minister. Mangosuthu
Buthielezi and Inkatha. Freedom
' Party members in UIund1 on
,‘Monday L Db
The NCCL office in Johannes-
burg yesterday said: that in the
light*of the recent peace sum-
mit held in Pretoria, the meet-
ing was seen as crucial beécause
of the ongoing violence in the
country,as.well as “being a sig-
niftcant_contribution to the re-

' 'conc11 ftlon process
72
: i ﬁe'spondﬂ !

embers of the steering com—
m1 tee in; ‘the delegation will in-
Lclude DrrAlberts Mr Chikane,
Professor Johan Heyns (Ned
Geref Kerk), Emma Mashinini
{Church of the Province'of
Southern Africa), Bishop Wilfrid:
- Napier (SA Catholic Bishops
Conference), Archbishop Temba
Ntongana (Council of African
. Independent Churches) and fhe
Rev John Scholtz (Trinity Meth-
odist Chureh), -

. “Tt is expected that the Chief
Minister and his national chair-
. man,r Drr FT Mdlalose, who
have recewed a copy of the his-
toric. (Rustenburg) document,
will respond to the many pro-
posals made therein regarding
‘anew dlspensatlon

STo, date the Rustenburg
Committée has met with Presi.
dent de Klerk in Cape Town and
“with ANC deputy president Nel-
son Mandela.

“The! Ulundi meeting with
Chief Buthelezi is a continuance
of the Rustenburg Committee’s
task of meeting personally with
major-political leaders in'the
nation,” the statement said. —
Sapa .
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World:iCou meil o
Churches "generaya'secﬁe-
m:&aMn"Emilio;GastrOtis
to ivisit {SA: lqt&i'ﬁ;tﬂhi,s
year, ending ‘a’-30-ypar
‘Tift betweenithis country
and: the = world “church
body.. "i: AL
Although ' lower:level
representatives
have taken. partini:SA
chureh, conferences dur-
ing the' past six: months,
Mr Castro’sivisit will:be
the first by a Wee leader
since the'early 1960s: ;
" Castro'has:béen in-
vited' by-the 'SA. LCouneil
of Churches; which - wiil
host a majoy chur¢h con-
ference .coinciding .with

‘M Castro’s 10-ddy. visit,
_An.SACC: source: con-
firmed Mr ‘Castro’s. visit
at the weekend % -

| It-is understodd. he
| Will head a 'lz%glgmber

The visit is. Seen in
chureh clrcles_agtanpop-
Portunity to reunite’ SA

.churches, with the'int,
cumeni

Rational ‘
movement. . AT A TR
A Home Affaifs}De-
Partment. spokesman .
said he did not kiow of .
' Mr’ Castro’s: visit’ as-no .
visd application had.
been received;

A chureh ‘souree. sajd
hé did not expect any oh-
Jection,_ to, My ‘Castro’s
tresence; from . govern-*

‘ment.: %




SOWETAN Monday June 24 1991

A PREPARATORY com-
mittee to establish ways of
ending violence was formed
at a church-initiated peace
conference at the weekend.

The committee, formed at the
end of a day-long meeting in
Sandton on Saturday, comprises
the existing facilitating committee
and a further nine members - three
each nominated by the Govern-
ment, the Inkatha Freedom Party
and the ANC-led alliance. .

A statement released after the
closed-door summit said all
organisations which attended the
planning meeting had committed
themselves to working for peace
in South Aftica and to set up a

| tor

special committee in a bid to end
the violence.

The organisations  further
resotved that a code of conduct for
political organisations  and
security forces be drafted. Other
resolutions were t0:

* Involve their members and
supporters at all levels in ending
violence;

+ Work in joint initiatives for
this purpose, regardless of politi-
cal differences.

The task of the preparatory
committee will be to draft
proposals in working groups on is-
sues seen as necessary to bringing
abouf peace.

Those who attended Saturday’s

E;N) %25
meetin @ the I3

mittee members: Dr Louw Al-
berts, the Rev Frank Chikane, Mr
Sean Cleary, Mr Bobby Godsell,
Mr John Hall, Professor Johan
Heyns, Dr Gerrie Lubbe, Mr Jabu
Mabuza, Pastor Ray McCauley,
Dr Khoza Mgojo, Mr Sam Mot-
sucnyane and Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu.

Participants were: the Demo-
cratic Party, the Ministers Councit
of the House of Delegates, The
Nationa! Peoples Party of South
Africa, the South African Com-
munist Party, the ANC, the PAC,
Azapo, the National Party, the
Government, the Merit Peoples
Party, the Amalgamated Engineer-

ing Union, the South African
Boilermaker’s Society. :

Others were the South African
Electrical Workers Association,
South African Chamber of Busi-
ness, Afrikaanse Handelsinstuut,
the Metal and Electrical Workers
Union of South Africa, Congress
of South African Trade Unions,
Workers  Organisation  for
Socialist Action, Nationat Council
of Trade Unions, United Workers
Union of South Africa, Founda-
tdon for African Business and
Consumer Services and the Feder-
ation of Salaried Staff Associa-
tions of South Africa, - Soweran
Reporter,
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A"chiurches slam

JOHANNESBURG — The SA Council eommu .‘1es m

4;. r——

5olence |

esponsible way as

of Churches (SACC) yesterday ex- effectively as possible against similar |~

pressed anger and concern that the attacks and to do whatever they can in
recent spate of violent incidentsinthe maintaining a climate of justice and
country indicated “yet again” the exis- peace so that the process towards ne-
tence of forces intent on destabilisi otiation and reconciliation can con- |?
various peace initiatives. tinue and can contribute to the build-
The SACC, which is holding ing of a new South Africa.”
national conference in Hillbrow, Jo-  The conference urged the govern-
hannesburg, also expressed "t‘rustra- ment to discharge, effectively, its re-
tion over the inadequate and, in many sponsibility for providing security to
instances, superficial analyses of the all the people of the country and to
violence by the news media and the seek ways of democratising the secur-
general apathetic response of the pub- ity forces as a matter of urgency.
lic to the ongoing conflict, especiall 7 To show solidarity with the relatives
in Natal and the Transvaal”. L Jof the six people killed in Soweto on
“This conference condemns theve” Tuesday morning, the SACC gathered
massacres outright. It encourages in prayer at Kliptown yesterday. —
people to defend themselves and their Sapa

1 Applo]
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.NGK on apartheid
PRETORIA. — Apart-
heid;became jan iniqui-.
tous system ohce people
‘'were not allowed their
basie Christian rights,
.the Nederdujtse Gere-
formeerde' Kerk mouth-
piece, the Kerkbode,
said. The paper also ex-
pressed the ‘hope that

f those 'who' worked out
1iSouth’ Africa’s new dis-

.pensation "would learn

from the past. — Sapa



WHY is the Rev Frederick
Samuel Modise so elusive?
He is the head of the Inter-
national Pentecostal Church
{IPC) which claims to be a
“totally non-political organi-
sation” with more than 160
branches throughout South
Africa and a membership of
about 500 000 (and growing).

It is clear that, in some cir-
cles at least, the Mr Modise ap-
pears to wield not inconsider-
able influence. When the head-
quarters of his previously un-
known church was formally
opened at the West Rand Agri-
cultural Holdings at Zuurbekom
earlier this year, he was able to
attract to the opening ceremony
the State President and his wife.

It was on this occasion that
Mrs de Klerk made her contro-
versial “women are here to
serve” speech.

President and Mrs de Klerk
were accormpanied by Mr and
Mrs Vlgk, two members of the
Law and Order Minister's per-
sonal staff, SABC director-gen-
eral Wynand Harmse and his
wife, SABC director of religion
Dr J Potgieter, SADF surgeon
general Lieutenant-General D P
Knobel and SADF chaplain gen-
eral Major-General R P Jor-
daan.

The master of ceremonies
was, ironically, Dr Marthinus
Pretorius, a theologian of the
Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk
in Suid-Afrikz (which does not
admit black people). Dr Pre-
torius, who is based in Leuven,
Belgium, reportedly travelled to
South Africa specifically for the
occasion.

Yet finding out anything
about the Rev Modise is virtual-
ly impossible.

He does not answer the tele-
phone himself and, whenever
anyone else answers and takes a
message, it is not returned. Sat-
urday Star tried to reach the
Rev Modise by telephone at

Rev Modise’s
ed-roof housel

Bty

THE ODD COUPLE: Dr Marthinus Pretorius, a theologion of

the Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk which does not admit

black members, with Rev Modise at the dedication cere-
mony where Dr Pretorius was master of ceremonies.

sme yBESRS
e

VIP GUEST: President F W de Klerk at the recent opening of

the IPC’s new church complex at Zuurbekom, an occasion

at which Rev Modise appeared in an outfit similar to that
worn by singer Michael Jackson,

BRYSY

i SPRAWLING COMPLEX: The IPC complex in Zuurbekom is
on a 30 ha property containing a church, three or four resi-
dential buildings (including the Rev Modise’s thatched-roof !
S home), hundreds of metres of paved paths and driveways, :
“outbuildings’’, a “'supermarket’’ (IPC Superetie), a ‘“'dining N
1 hall”’, about eight buses, a fast food stand osutside the main il
A church building, and an “office’’ section which includes o
‘ “board room”’, (Left) The IPC’s Star of David symbol which is
on 303 of two hu' e arches of the main entrance ¢ -2
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Finally we decided to con-
front him in person. When we
did track him down he first told
Saturday Star that he saw no
point in granting an interview.
He claimed he had nothing to
add to media coverage about
the recent opening of the IPC’s
new church building at Zuurbe-
kom.

Later, however, he changed
his mind and agreed to grant an
interview, but “only in the pres-
ence of my legal adviser”. The
date was set for a week later at
the Zuurbekom complex.

When Saturday Star telé-
phoned him the day before the
interview to confirm the ap-
pointment, he said the interview
was still on.

At the appointed time he ar-
rived in a metallic blue Rolls-
Royce wearing dark glasses,
brown trousers and a brown
leather “bomber” jacket. m.osm-
ever, he displayed obvious irri-
tation at our presence and said
the interview would not take
place “because my legal adviser
has not pitched up”.
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When asked whether he would
consider answering a few gques-
tions anyway, he rephed- "T will
only do it legally.” .

Did this imply the interview
would he “illegal” without the
presence of his “legal adviser”?
No reply.

Saturday Star then requested
the name and telephone number
of the Rev Modise's “legal ad-
viser” in order to set up another
appointment. “I'11 mm: you
what,” the Rev Modise said,
“rather forget about it ”

Did this mean he would not be
interviewed? “Yes,” he snapped.
adding; “I have no comment.

That was the last time we
have been able to speak to him,

What little is known about
Rev Meodise is gleaned from oc-
casional newspaper reports and
comments from associates and

@ Acrial photograph: KEN OOSTERBROEK

Ce (Taken from the Radio 702 helicopter).

R

members of his church.

Rev Modise was born in Ham-
manskraal in 1914. He apparent-
ly grew up in Sophiatown {now
Triomf), was removed to Mead-
owlands in Soweto and, accord-
ing to the Weekly Mail, “spent
most of his early life as a pover-
ty-stricken. carpenter until he
became i]l and had a vision™.

He apparently read the Bible,
was healed and saw a vision of a
church,“*with so many people in
it7that they looked like ants”.
{The-Zuurbekom complex, ac-
cording to the deacon “lIsaac”,

s€ats-20:000- people). It is be-

:96&Enw.wmqgo&mwmocsnma
the IPC in Meadowlands about
29 years ago.

Rumours about the man
abound. They include claims
that-he and his church are enor-

mously ‘'wealthy, that he has two

) David symbol.
: are:

kom;
Mercedes Benz,

cles

FANCY FLEET:
least three expensive
cars bear the IPC
They
{(top)} a Rolls
: Royce, in which Pres-
3 ident de Klerk and
. Rev Modise drove fo
N the recent dedication
; ceremony at the IPC

complex in Zuurbe-
(bottom left) o
seen
here parked outside
Rev Modise’s Zuurbe-

kom home, and a
Toyota Supra, parked
outside the “‘office’’

at the IPC complex.
The ‘estimated value
of these three vehi-
is between
R530000 and
R1,1 million.

@ Photographs:
STEPHEN-DAVIMES
and SUE OLSWANG.

wives, owns numerous homes
(including a “mansion” in Mead-
owlands), is a former member
of the Zion Christian Church
(ZCC), runs a one-man faith-
healing operation, leads a uni-
formed black congregation who
display a Star of David as their
symbol (traditionally associated
with the Jewish religion).

His religion believes in the
five books of Moses.

Rev Modise preaches from a
“throne”, and leads a non-Jew-
ish congregation whose mem-
bers do not smoke or drink, keep
kosher, observe the Sabbath on
Friday night and Saturday. He
personally dresses in clothing
simnilar to that worn by Michael
Jackson ...

At

Roport by SUE OLSWANG and ABBEY MAKOF

The Rev Modise, according to
a recent Weekly Mail article, “is
a faith healer extraordinaire
with almost no formal education

m:a:oﬁsm&cmwnm:wmpaz
Seeing that the Hev maoema

would not talk to us, we decided
to ask people living in the Zuur-
bekom area what they knew
about him and his church. But,
they could add little to what we
had already been told.

“Everything 1s secret. We
know nothing about him (the
Reverend), his beliefs or his
members. They don't mix with
us. They don’t talk to us,” one
resident said.

Another said: “They can't tell
vou about their beliefs. They
can't explain their dietary cus-

toms or the reason why the
church displays a Star of David
instead of a cross.

I suspect some members are
drawn by his {the Reverend’s)
charisma I suspect they follow
and believe in the man instead
of what he stands for.”

Saturday Star also heard a
claim that IPC members are re-
quired to pay a “"membership

fee” of R3 per month. (If true,

this would bring th an approxi
mate monthly income of about
R1.5 millien with 500 000 mem-
bers paying this amount.)

But an elderly IPC member,
the only person we could find
who would admit to being a
member of the church, denied
this. He said: “There is no sub-
scription. We do not have to pay
anything. A collection plate is
passed around at services but

n '

WORSHIPPERS: Women members of the IPC —— seen here at
the dedication ceremony — sit separately from the men.
Members carried flags printed with Rev Modise’s image on
the day of the opening. ® Photographs: STEPHEN DAVIMES.

you can contribute anything,
even 20c.”

The member confirmed that
members were not permitted to
smoke or drink, couid not eat
pork and were net permutted to
eat at “tribal functions” and fu-
nerals.

But the member could not ex-
plain the reasons for these be-
liefs. “I don’t know why,” he
said. "Rev Modise has told us
what we cannot eat.”

The member attends church
services on Thursday evenings,
on Saturdays and on Sundays.

He did claim, however, to
have personally witnessed the
Reverend’'s ‘‘faith-healing
powers” on more than one oc-
casion. A man who arrived at a
service In a wheelchair alleged-
ly walked after the Rev Modise
“prayed for him”,

“And a white person who at-
tended a service was also healed
by the Reverend.”

The member said: “When the
Rev Modise first arrived in this
area, no one would walk past his
place at night. But now I am
very happy with the Reverend
and the IPC.”

A woman labourer, who was
cleaning the pavement outside
the Zuurbekom complex,
claimed the Rev Modise had
cured her of “mental retaida-
tion".

“I was ill until 1 was prayead
for by Ntate (the Sotho word for
“father” and a sign of respect),”
she said.

“I do this work voluntarily,
free-of-charge. I want to thank
the Rev Modise by working for
him. I also clean carpets, win-
dows and houses and I do cook-
ing. I eat for free, three times a
day.”

Saturday Star was not able to
establish more about the Rever-
end, his beliefs or his reputed
financial fortune.

But, while facts about the
mysterious  Reverend may be
thin, he is not slow to emblazon
his image wherever he can:

above the pulpit, on a chair at
the head of the “board room
table, on the wall in the same;
“hoard room" (this one a large
photograph of the Rev Modise
seated in front of his own photo-,
graphy, in his office, in the cen-y
tre of a red-and-yellow Star of
David printed on T-shirts, on
flags carried by worshippers on

* the day of the Zuurbekom open-

ing...
Saturday Star tried to find out
why such important Govern-
ment dignitaries would attend
the opening of a little-known
church run by a person about
whom it is nearly impossible to
find anything out.

A spokesman for President de
Klerk said: “He went because he
was invited. I would imagine
one motivation for accepting the
invitation is the fact that the
IPC is one of the wm_,mmwﬁ
churches in the country.

Captain Craig Kotze, spokes-
man for the Mmister of Law and

Order, said the Minister m:n his |
wife ‘“‘attended as invited :

guests”.

SABC director-general Wyn-
and Harmse said: “I am not pre-
pared to reply to questions with
regard to invitations. However,
seeing that my presence could
be reported out of context. I
would like to put your mind at
rest. I received the invitation
and, as Dr Potgieter told me
that it was by far the largest
church in Africa to be inau-
gurated and to be opened by the
State President, I decided to ac-
cept. I have no contact with Rev
Modise.”

A spokesman for the SADF
said Major-General R P Jor-
daan was “invited in his capact-
ty as chaplain general” while

General Knobel attended as “a |

personal guest of Rev Modise™.
He said “one other army chap-
lain attended™.

The spokesman said there
was no link between the SADF

and Rev Modise.

I
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Church leadefé

meet Inkatha®
to seek peacé

The Argus Correspondent

DURBAN. — A new peace
initiative stemming from
last week’s Pretoria peace
summit will be launched to-
day when a delegation of
church leaders meets In-
katha and Kwazulu execu-
tives in Ulundi.

The planned meeting will be
led by Dr Louw Alberts, the fa-
cilitator appointed at last
week’s peace conference in
Pretoria, with his Rustenberg
Churches Conference fellow co-
ordinator, the South African
Council of Churches’ The Rev-
erend Frank Chikane.

The Ulundi visit is seen as a
breakthrough in that Inkatha
has opposed the churches’ in-
volvement in all-party cam-

paign that could lead to a
peace summmit. Inkatha's ob-
jections were based on percep-
tions by the government and
Inkatha of the SACC being pro-
ANC,

It is understood the govern-
ment, and particularly Presi-
dent De Klerk, are satisfied
with the political neutrality of
the church group brought to-
gether by Dr Alberts.

The group now assembled
appears, observers say, amply
to have balanced the SACC
component and represents per-
haps the best chance of facili-
tating the peace process.

The plans for the meeting
were announced last week by
the secretariat of the National
Conference of Churches.

Meanwhile, Inkatha leader

Hawke fends off
leadership challenge

SYDNEY. — Prime Minister
Mr Bob Hawke fended off a
leadership challenge today
from his top deputy, Treasurer
Mr Paul Keating, who immedi-
ately resigned his Cabinet post.

The action came during a
10am caucus meeting in Can-
berra of the governing Labour
Party’s parliamentarians, who
voted in favour of Mr Hawke
66-44.

Mr Hawke had been expect-
ed to win the vote after a
weekend of heavy campaigning

by both men, but the size of

lected Health Minister Mr Bri-
an Howe to replace Mr Keat-
ing as deputy prime minister.

Mr Hawke was expected to
name a new treasurer within a
day. .
Although the leadership
showdown was largely seen as
a clash of egos, Mr Hawke
claimed he was staying on for
the party’s benefit.

“It wouid be very much easi-
er personally for me to resign
as prime minister,” he told a
news conference.

Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi
has said 153 IFP leaders have
been killed recently.

Dr Buthelezi was speaking at
a memorial service at Stanger
for the assassinated former In-
dian Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi.

“The fact that the IFP is be-
ing targeted for death is shown
by the statistic that 37 of the
153 IFP leaders who have died
were IFP chairpersons, branch
leaders, leaders working for
the party, leaders opposing
revolution and leaders who
have tried to keep polities
committed to the employment
of non-violent tactics,” he said.

“To these 37 chairpersons
who were slain we musi add
another 14 vice-chairpersons
and another 14 committee
members. We must also add 11
organisers, 14 publicity secre-
taries, six treasurers and one
deputy treasurer who were
killed because they held offi-
cial positions in IFP structures.

“As well as this more than
1000 members of the party
have been killed in violent at-
tacks.

“Twenty-two were burced,
some even after having their
throats slit, or having been
hacked to pieces. Seven were
necklaced, 54 were simply shot.

“Four were shot and then
burned. Five were shot and
then stabbed. Two were shot
and then stoned to death. Five
had their throats slit and {wo
were completely decaptitated.”
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"'had 1
| Theéx78-year-old: pre51dent of :the;
‘ AntizApartheid:Movement was met, at’
*‘the airport by - “Afican National Con-
gress pres1dent Mr. Oliver Tarnbo, |
¥ ! deputy president,Mr-Nelson Mandela
secretary general-Mr’ Alfred Nio and”
+head’ of ithe; orgamsatlons internal-.

e - Cul

CITY/N

The Argus Correspondeni
JOHANNESBURG. — Archbishop
Trevor Huddléston, the father of the
international anti- ~apartheid move-
ment, has arrived in South Africa af-
‘ter an absence of 35 years and has re-
affxrmed his comifiitment to: “struggle
for human dlgmty and true freedom”.

“I'am not hete to celebrate the end
of apaftheid”because it has not end-
ed,” Archbishop Huddléston told a
news conference at Jan Smuts Airport
soon after his_arrival Yyesterday.

He said the time for celebrations
would be when a government demo-
cratically elected by all the people of
South Africa assurred office.:

" llI

“do With apartheid,” he’said:

‘1eader‘sh1p corps Mr; Walter Slsulu

ference whether we are . st'éir'ldmg or
“sitting; All the better for seeing you,”
+ said "Archbishop Huddleston, as he

‘:hugged an old friend, Mr. Tambo.

Archblshop ‘Huddleston said the

1 -main purpose ‘of the visit would be to
: -atténd’ the .national"conference of the
\ ANC:in Durban next week at which he
_ would' address the opening session.

“My sole purpose is to make- what-

~'peace;process’ so that we'can achieve
our: goal A ‘genuine, end-to apartheld
and- thescreatlon of & new South Afri-
‘ca.a§ we envisaged with the adoption

of the Freedom Charter — a umted

‘ever Contribution I can to further the.

ﬁrm 'n strgg% '

jant. uprooted everythlng that@

ca,” he said.

The ANC, which invited Archbl ltop
Huddleston, is organising an exte
programme for him during his t
week stay in the country, coverin
Transvaal, Natal and the We
Cape.

He is also expected to return t ithe
suburb of Triomf, formerly Sophi
town township, which was the site
the first forced removals of blacks af-
ter the passing of the Group Afé
Act and where he worked as a prii
from 1943 to 1956, when he left; e
country. i!
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Church-led

initiative

gains ground

Political Staff

PRETORIA. — The ANC, PAC
and Azapo meet today to ex-
change ideas on a church-led
peace initiative scheduled for
June 22, which will look at ways
to end township violence.

Five major players have announced
they will attend the church meeting,
closed to the Press, at Barlow Rand’s
head office in Sandton.

The country’'s two major trade
union federations, Cusatu and Nactu,
as well as the South African Commu-
nist Party and the black conscious-
ness-aligned Azapo, have confirmed
they will attend the meeting.

Nactu announced yesterday that its
president, Mr James Mndaweni, and
treasurer Mr Bob Mashele will repre-
sent the federation.

Azapo’s acting-publicity secretary,
Mr Lybon Mabasa, said his organisa-
tion would attend the meeting “as
part of the various initiatives to solve
our country’s problems”.

And a Democratic Party source has
also confirmed the DP’s attendance.

The ANC is also likely to attend as
it has been calling for some time for a
broad-based peace conference con-
vened by neutral conveners, such as
church leaders.

ANC spokesman Ms Gill Marcus
could not “confirm or deny anything”
but in principle supported a meaning-
ful peace initiative.

The meeting is being convened by a
facilitating committee established af-
ter the government’s peace summit
last month.

Committee chairman Dr Louw Al-
berts said negotiations about the date
were still continuing with some of the
invited parties. .

And a facilitating committee
spokesman has cautioned: “Until we
receive all the responses we can’t say
anything. If we are assured of full
representation the meeting will go
ahead.”

Inkatha Freedom Party spokesman
Miss Suzanne Vos confirmed the party
had received an invitation but was
still considering its response.

The Conservative Party and Her-
stigte Nasionale Party have refused
their invitations.

CP leader Dr Andries Treurnicht
said his party would not be represent-
ed because it was not involved in the
township violence.

HNP leader Mr Jaap Marais said
violence was the resuit of the release
of long-term security prisoners, the
unbanning of the ANC and the SACP,
and the government’s inability to
maintain law and order.

——




e | T —— 1

e

Second national poace SHGit
planned by churches, Inkatha

The Argus Correspondent . whether between the two groups or
DURBAN. — A second national peace between individuals from constituent
summit, which would include both the members of the group.

African National Congress and In-  “The ‘meeting committed itself to
katha as well as other political par- pursue ways and means of addressing
ties and organisations, could get un- MWthe violence. It also identified that
der way soon, following positive&“_‘here are many more factors regard-
discussions between a”high-powered\bmg violence which were not ad-
church delegation and Inkatha ime>dressed in the declaration and that
Uluadi. any future peace initiatives will have

In a joint statement issued after the  to0 take due cognisance of these.”

meeting yesterday, the churches’ Rus-$?  Inkatha were initially against meet-
tenberg steering Gommittee and In- ing the church delegation. Their ob-
katha said the meeting “will probably®J jections were based on the South Afri-
have given momentum to our respec-% can Council of Churches’ historie
tive involvements in the peace pro-  connections, which have been seen by
cess”. Inkatha and the government as pro-

“Furthe;_d_isﬁc_u_S'.sions will be needed, African National Congress.
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METHODIST -
Peter Storey accused
politicians. of “imma- |
ture and self-interested”

annual church synod
this weekend, .
“I am sick of the arrogant b
attitudes of politicians
who seem to think they
are the-only ones who
have a right to partici-
pate in the present poli-
* tical debate,” he said, to
applause from synod
representatives, -

“I feel a deep sense of dis-
- appointment at the mor-
-allevel at which the pre-

:gent debate is being

Dr Storey, Bishop of the
_South-westefn Trans-
“vaal Metliodist district,
* said .the ’snti-apartheid
[“8truggle in South Africa
- hadbeen one of the most
“moral ajtd.
. struggles; but that it had
. been appropriated by
». the “immature manoeu-
Tiverings and self-inter-

ested behavidur of ‘poli-
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+Stay - court- order. for
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Pope John Paul 11 to
7isit: 'S; :-next ear?.
VISIESA: next y

ol LLIQ | Political Stafr
POPE ohrt Paul 11 is expecteq to visit South Africa
néxtfyear:

"This follows a meeting yesterday between Cardi-
nal Roger-Etchegaray, the president of the Pontifi-
cal _Councl:l for Justice and Peace, and President F

e Klerk,

The cardinal, who calleg on the president as an
envoy,of the Pope, said: “The Pope wil] cerfainly
come, 'but we do not know when.” '

Nationa] Party sources said yesterday that the
visit was expected early next year,

Cardinal Etchegaray sajq: “The Pope wanted me

to receive the cardinal and carry on discussions he
ad with a specia] envoy of the Pope in Europe Iagt
Year. I ?;;sfp =
Cardinal Etchegaray will also meet ANC depluty

i,

President Mr Nelson Mandela during hig visit:




By Montshiwa Moroke
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Bishop'is:éx:Robbei Islandér

CAPE TOWN — An‘An-
glican priest once jailed
on Robben Island for
. PAC activities has been
ehosen as the new Bishop

of Kimberl and
Kuruman. @
The oifice e An-

glican Archbishop of
Cape Town yesterday
announced the appoint-
ment of Canon Winston
Njongo Ndungane (50),
jailed on Robben Island

from 1963 to 1966 on
charges of furthering the
aims of a banned organi-
sation.S{c'u’ \ .
Anothell' rgpoinicmﬂnt
is that of Father Rowan
Smith, at present chap-
lain to Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu. He has been
appointed as the church’s
top executive officer in
Canon Ndungane’s p!a‘ce.

— Sapa., f
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For years the Rhema Church and
. its pastor, Ray McCauley, were
-gilent oneall things ‘political’. Now
the church is at the forefront of a
muitiracial charismatic ¢church

] organisation.

> BEATHUR BAKER looks at why
it's changing

HE Rhema Church pastor

who once prayed for “our
boys on the border” now says
“silence when our brothers and
sisters were suffering under
= apartheid made us party to this
2= inhuman ideology™.

gz2¢ This is the face of the Hmwﬁcwwuwa. -

- new-look Rhema.

ﬂ‘w..m The church last week announced it
o was 1o take the lead in forming a new
= non-racial church giant adding to its
W new image of practising what it preach-
o ©5.
+; Rhema’s founder, Ray McCauley,
5..said 3500 independent churches
=" would be united in a single body. He
4 ;said this would represent more than
3 three million Pentecostal and newer,
1.7 charismatic-style worshippers of all
&; Taces in South Africa.
5 McCanley — the pioneer of the
> hands-on Rhema style of Christianity
. — has added *social gospel” to the
%7 work of the church “which is seiting a
& pace as the fastest growing non-racial
_.,en congregation in South Africa”,
%, Said church representative Ron
=3 Steele: “It’s titne the church abandoned
=7 its high-in-the-sky Christianity and be-
" came more relevant to the situation of
our growing black Baagamwﬁ.
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CHARISMATIC CENTRE ... The Rhema Church centre in Randburg now preaches the "social gospel’

to all races

“We realise that it’s not enough to
pray for someone, then send him away
still homeless or hungry. We have 1o
face up to our social respensibility and
assist less privileged members inmore
meaningful ways other than spirimal-
Iy™.

McCauley — who was previously si-
lent on anything seen as “political” —
was a prominent figure in initiating the
recent high-level peace ialks between
polidcal organisations and church bod-
ies.

These include people like Archbishop
Desmond Tutu and<Frank Chikane,
general secretary of the South African
Council of Churches, formerly seen as
“communist” rivals whose doctrines
contrasted strongly with those of Rhe-

ma. Steele comments that “in the last
two years, Rhema has established a
good relationship with the SACC™,

On Sunday, McCauley told the Rhe-
ma congregation that the Pentecostal
Fellowship of Churches in South Afri-
ca, of which he was vice-chairman in
the past,-had disbanded.

Reasons for the abolition of the fel-
lowship included its “white domina-
tion” and “lack of credibility among
black churches™.

Steele, interim secretary of the new
still-unnamed organisation, added
that, in the old body. all of the leader-
ship positions were held by whites.
This left a little room for a few token
blacks in ranks lower down. -

He said there were ndt enough black

£

leaders in the present church groups,
“The new non-racial umbrella body has
thrown open its leadership positions to
black pastors, burying the archaic prac-
tices of the old.

“Rhema will also encourage pasiors
from its own rapidly growing congre-
gation to heed this call.”

The major groups in the new organi-
sation include the Apostolic Faith Mis-
sion church — which is sill divided
along racial lines — the Full Gospel
Church, Assemblies of Ged, Network
Ministries and the International Fel-
lowship of Christian Churches.

McCauley presently chairs this organ-
isation, raising the posibility of interac-
tion with international church organisa-
tions for the new local group.

o —

E-4
] m..

Some of the aims of the new organisa-
tion are “to promote peace and reconcil-
iation” and to “seek new ways of co-
operating with other church groups™.

Both Steele and McCauley see the
church’s role as “the conscience of the
nation”.

Churches can join together 10 ensure a
just change as a “facilitator of peace”,
as the country changes direction. Steele
adds: “We have to calm the nation and
end the viotence which is claiming the
lives of even our own mermbers.”

The change of heart came afier some
of Rhema’s black members ap-
proached McCauley to question how
the church could hoist the South Afri-
can flag “while they are killing our peo-
ple in the townships™.

This incident, along with a few other
racial “eye openers”, resulied in
McCauley “seeing the light™ and led to
his memorable Rustenburg Confes-
sion.

Here, while addressing the National
Conference of Church Leaders,
McCauley stood up and made a formal
apology on behalf of himself and the
Rhema church for the “sin” of “being
silent when our brothers and sisters
were suffering persecution”, |

He confessed “our failure”, and re-
pented of “our sin™ and declared *“our
complete rejection of all forms of ra-
cism and the evil and unjust system of
apartheid”. ’

Their public rejection of apartheid
could lead to Rhema losing several fi-
nancially influential members. McCau-
ley, whose business acumen is widely
regarded as being on a par with his re-
ligious fervour, responds: “So you
lose a man with money, but you've got
to do what’s right.”
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; No.fulllqnge wn‘ll?-NP\— ZCC
| THE three million-member ZLEODAh:}stian Church
‘ hﬁEdt;pig:'d reports that it is to become apolitical party,
{7 "Acdording to a Journal-of the South African Insti-
| tuge of Race Relations, titled Countdown to Negotig-
tiggs — 3, there is a possibility that the government

could form'an alliance with the ZCC, Inkatha, Labour

J and Solidarity parties, and some homeland leaders,

- Church spokesman Ezra Mantini said the réports
] were unifounded and were calculated to age-the
| image of the church, @ :
M See full report on Page 7
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By SEKOLA su.\o 11 -

WILL the three-millien-strong Zion Christian Church
convert into a political organisation and establish an
alliance with the government and other organisations
to {he right of the broad liberation movement?

This question has been fuelled by reports that the
National Party is looking at the possibility of forming
an afliance with the ZCC which is reported to be
secking to convert into a political party.

The alliance, according to the latest issue of the
South African Institute of Race Relations journal,
Countdown to Negotiation, is likely to include the
Inkatha Freedom Party, some elements of the Labour
Party, Solidarity Party and various homeland leaders,

An official ZCC spokesman has denied the church
is about to get invalved in party political activities, let
alone be converted into a political party. He said
speculation about the church becoming a party was
“unfounded” and calculated to damage its image,

He went on to say that not only the government, but
several other political organisations had tried to woo
the Moria-based church into their fold,

So while it scems unlikely the ZCC will change to
become 2 political party, the possibility of the NP
using its links with this church to advance NP goals

cannot be ruled out,

The good relations be-
tween the government ChurCh
and the ZCC date (0 the eee—————

L ]

dent PW Botha, Current d
State Premdent FW de ._gr.&e_s_
Klerk has continued with
be working at cultivating lt has
links with churches of . o
similar outlooks,

De Klerk was recently pOlltlcal

cra of former State Presi-
the ties and also seems to
guest of honour at the

eyeing ZCC

opening ceremony of Rev- .

erend Modise's new Inter

Pentecostal Church deSITeS
premises at Zuurbekom, (e m———m———

a few kilometres west of Soweto. Rev Modise also has
a very large and proven following,

Former State President Botha was the first South
African head of government to be invited to Moria,
the ZCC headquarters where he was guest of honour.

Political analysts and some parliumentarians be-
lieve an alliance with the ZCC would increase the
NP's votes by miltions,

It is argued that with such a membership behind it,
the government would feel confident to challenge an
ANC-dominated alliance in any elections. The ANC
alliance would in all probability include the PAC and
Azapo,

Leading theologian Dr Mokgethi Motlhabi said
although it is reassuring that the ZCC has denied it is
abaout to become an ally of the government, he warned
against taking this at face value.,

Motlhabi said while church spokesmen may offer
public denials, “you never know what goes on behind
the scenes. However, I think it would be a tragedy if
the ZCC entered an alliance with a political party”,

Motihabi said that even if the church leadership
decided to affiliate (o a specific political organisation,
it cannot be taken for granied that the membership
will go along.

According to Motlhabi, any church which enters
into political alliances with any party runs the risk of
compromising itself. “The church cannot preach pie-
in-the-sky. It must preach justice here on earth. It
must speak out against injustices committed by gov-
ernments,”

Motlhabi said it was “interesting” that the NP was
trying to establish links with ZCC churches while
admonishing churches to “stay out of politics”.

In his Easter sermon, Bishop Barnabas Lekganyane
told thousands of his pilgrims that the church would
not allow itself to be used by political parties 1o
advance their sectarian interests.

He reassured his members that his church would
remain above politics, In spite of his reassurances,
speculation is otice more rife that De Klerk is eyeing

the ZCC as a his prime target to acquire massive black
voles,

Perhapa it's time for the State President to be told to
stay out of church matters.
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‘DOCTOR'S’ LAIR ... The modern Midrand mansion where “doctor Ngeobo" operated one of hi

Crook’ a polic

P e

CP Correspondent

WAS con-artist “doctor”
Ndodemnyama DJZ
Ngcabo a police spy?

This is the question
asked by several people
this week, after reading
about the fake gynaecolo-
gist and women charmer
in last Sunday's City
Press.

During 1988 Ngcobo
was regularly seen in the
company of senior police
officers at various politi-
cal trials held at the Rand
Supreme Court in Johan-
nesburg.

During the treason trial
of the “Alex five” where
Moses Mayekiso ap-
peared, the “Alex sedi-
tion trigl” of Ashwell

—
Was 'Dr
_ L |4 i

"Zwane and the South

African Railway and Ha-
bour Workers  Union
{Sarhwu) trial of 18 peo-
ple, Ngcobo was allegedly
introduced by police to
relatives of the accused as
a kind businessman who
could help them finan-
cially,

He turned out to be a
spy, recalls -Martha
Nhklapo, who is employed
at Sandton Clinic,

Security Branch

Nhlapo's fiancé was
one of the trialists at the
time.

She told City Press
that Ngcobo was always
seen in the company of a
Captain Pretorius, head
of the Sandton Security

Branch,ppieetece
1ately my
fiancé was released on
bail, I saw Ngcobo keep-
ing watch around my flat,

“The next morning,
arpund 6.30 am, while on
my way to work, [ saw
him standing motionless
next to our flat at the
High Point building,”
Nhiapo added,

Later in the afternoon
Ngcobo phoned the flat
and offered the couple an-
ather fancy telephone re-
ceiver for no reason, she
said.

“I turned down the of-
fer because I already sus-
pected him of being an
undercover agent.”

Three weeks later, the
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businessman”  phoned
Nhlapo and warned he:
they were being followed
and watched by police
she said, ~

“He told me that my
fiance’s activities were a
contravention of the
country’s security Jaws
and he might get killed if
he continued,” she said.

Sunglasses

Ngcobo always wore a
navy blue suit and dark
sunglasses during 198%-
85, He also secretly car-
ried a two-way radio.

He was well known for
the detailed questions he
asked abaut activists.

One activist, who de-
clined to be named, re-
membered Ngeabo's face




NEWS .

| The Argus Correspéndent
DURBAN. — Speculation
about who will succeed the
Most Rev Denis Hurley as
Catholic Archbishop of Dur-
ban later this year has
broddened considerably.
. Bishop Wilfrid Napier of
Kokstad and Bishop Mansuet
Biyase of Eshowe have been
suggested as possible candi-
dates raising the prospect of
Durban getting its first black
archbishop.

. .Although Bishop Napier.

heads a low-profile diocese, he
is president of the Catholic
Bishops Conference of Southern
Africa,

Mr Napier and Mr Biyase
are among leading clergymen
named by observers as possible
candidates to step into Mr Hur-
ley's high-profile position. In
addition, the Catholic newspa-
per Umafrika, in a speculative
article, says “experts” have

9. ; I‘ChiSh()p Huf’rg z:!
shoes difficult

Archbishop Hurley

suggested that the two bishops
and Monsignor Paul Nadal,
Vicar-General of Durban, are
possibles,

Other clergymen named in
the newspaper article include
Father Jabulani Nxumalo,
pari-time seminary lecturer
and parish priest at Inchanga;
Father Johannes Ngubane, first
African to head the Oblate
priests in Natal; Father Je-
rome Sikhakhana, a lecturer at
gt Joseph’s Seminary at Ce-

ara.

,-S
to ﬁgll

Others suggest Bishop Pat-
rick Mvemve, Auxiliary Bishop:
of Johannesburg, and ‘a Jesuit
priest, Father Tim Smith, who
was at one time stationed at
Elandskop, one of Natal’s vio-
lence-hit areas, and is now run-
ning a parish in Braamfontein,
Johannesburg,

Mr Smith’s experience in
these two contrasting spheres
would be an important attri-
bute.

Mr Hurley, as required by
Canon Law, submitted his res-
ignation in November last year
on reaching 75, but has been
asked to continue in office until
his successor is named, proba-
bly before the end of the year.

The Apostolic Delegate
makes confidential inquiries
about possible candidates and
forwards the names to the Holy
See. Then the Holy See selects
three of them and, after a fur-
ther inquiry, the Pope chooses
one as Archbishop.
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%Vlok demands

By EVELYN HOLTZHAUSEN

LAW and Order Minister
Adriaan Vlok has asked for
a report on a three-year
SAP probe into the Church
of Scientology.

Detective Warrant Offi-
cer Al Slabbert, based in
Cape Town, was told this
week that his report should
be submitted to the minis-
ter “urgently”, although
Cape attorney-general Niel
Rossouw declined to pros-
ecute the group three years

ago.

Officer Slabbert began
his investigation into
aspects of the organisation
following a complaint to
the police by the SA Medi-
cal and Dental Council.

The complaint related to
a newspaper advertise-
ment about IQ testing.

Mr Vlol’s renewed inter-
. estinthe probeis the result

i of a complaint made to
him by a cabinet colleague.

on

QT

'A Johanmesburg man —
who is not prepared to be
named for fear of victimis-
ation — said a member of
his family had suffered
three nervous breakdowns
which he believed were
related to involvement
with Scientology.

In another case, former
Scientologist Malcolm
Nothling, of Johannesburg,
is claiming more than
R150 000 in damages from
the group and three of iis
members in a defamation
suit to be heard in the Rand
Supreme Court next
month.

Mr Nothling claims he
has suffered psychological
damage and has been har-
assed by members of the
movement.

In 1972, a commission of

S’gi\‘?n%lo -

rep
%

%t

inquiry found that Sciente- . :
logy was not a religion and
that some of its adherents
were involved in harmful
practices.

The Church of Sciento-
logy has about 36 000
members in South Africa.

Officer Slabbert plans to [*£
have his report ready for {i
submission to Mr Viok by |&
Qctober. B

Mr David Lipsits, a i
spokesman for the Church ji
of Scientology, said in a [i
statement to the Sunday [&
Times that in view of other ps.
pressing issues faced by |
Mr Viok, “we believe that (&
{he) has been coaxed into i
taking up a matter which ki
poses no threat to the Iib-
erty of South African i
citizens”, -

O SE Y

o

e s e =



'crrb\ah\

Church vague
on govt funds

Staff Reporter

'| THE Dutch' Reformed
Church yesterday re-
fuséd to confirm or deny
that it had received
funds’ from the govern-
ment to fight sanetions.

This follows concern
in the Dutch Reformed
Mission Church over the
issue and a request to
the Puteh Reformed
Church for clarification.
| . Asked if the Dutch Re-

formed. Churech had re-
] ceived funds from the
government, the chair-
man of the general synod
of the church, Professor
| Pieter Potgleter said
yesterday “We have
g:ven an answer to Do-
minee ‘Russel Botman
(deputy moderator of the
Dutéh Reformed Mission
' Church) and’ I do not
want' to commernt before
he has® recewed the
letter.” “x‘”

e -




Political Correspondent

THE Southern African Catholic Bish-
ops Conference (SACBC) has resolved
that change in_South Africa is irre-
versible and that economic sanctions
are no longer necessary.

“There can be no turning back,” the
bishops, who represent over three million
Catholics in southern Africa, said in a
statement released yesterday following a
plenary SACBC meeting in Natal.

In their statement the bishops ex-
pressed concern at the ongoing violence,
the frequent attempts at potlitical point-
seoring and the “half truths, exaggerated

claims and distortions of reality” from
various quarters in South Africa.

However, positive changes over the past
18 months had placed the country on the
road to a new dispensation.

“We believe that the process that has
been set in motion is irreversible.

“TFp reimpose apartheid laws that have
been repealed and to endeavour to sup-
press the freedom of expression and po-
litical organisation that has been recog-
nised is not possible.”

The bishops said there should now be a
concerted effort “to press forward vigor-
ously”, in political negotiations and in
building the economy and social fabric

[ ——

) creo\giay

Bishops: End sahctions

“While respecting the views of those
who hold economic presssures to be still

necessary to motivate faster change, we
consider that these pressures have con-

tributed to bringing about a situation in
which they are no longer necessary.”

What was required now was a united
political, social and economic effort in
pursuit of “the vision of the future.”

For this effort to succeed, it was vitally
necessary to ensure that attention be con-
centrated on the social dimensions of new
investment and the promotion of massive
projects to improve the social fabric and
multiply employment opportunities.

IS AREYS T s N R
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indispensable for the new South Africa.

N1




N b TR T i % f;s
2

1l WGC dele atlo-ng-

| 1 ‘ !\ i %t
Ga]é "’\?v%ggndf}m?gwispond::} Sl{ } td°

P.O. . 'JOHANNESBURG The general secretary of tlle
0. Box Woild Council of Churclies, Mr Emilio Castro, ac- 13245]“;
t.ompamed by a top-level delegatmn, will pay the
fu;st officlal visit to South 'Africa in 30 years in Oc-
tobex."
[ . The . WCC. delegation accepted an invitation' of
| the South African Council of Churches to visit the

.| country for 10 days. Co
} 'I‘hp WCC’s purpose for the visit is to support the
" churches’ role. in achievmg a peacful transition .
-from -the: apartkeid ‘society to a‘ democratic and eptember 1991

non-racial socxety .

Mr ‘Castro’is also scheduled to meet rellgmus,

politicnl ‘and’ community leaders in Johanneshurg,

Durban, Port Elizabeth and Cape Town: The visit

will end with a conference ii:Cape Town which

w111 be- co-sponsored:by the WCC and SACC, "; B
: .No WCC president bas. visited South Afriea, since

‘ ;:the 196lls when the Cottesloe conference’ took place
Dear Colleague “which served as a watershed for thé ‘church! com-
munity:: Cottesloe later led to Dr Beyers Naude
and other individuals setting up the Christian-Insti- N
tute which was later banned. =

Telephone

NEW TITLES AND |

I enclose information sheets on two new titles and seven new
editions or continuation volumes.

NEW
Statistical Record of Women Worldwide

our editors have scoured every possible source of information -
periodicals, government documents, research studies etc. -~ to
assemble this unique profile of the status and importance of
women throughout the world. Facts and figures are grouped under
fifteen headings such as politics, health, social welfare, income
and education.

NEW

Drama Criticism

The first volume in a series which will stand alongside our
established Literary Criticism series. Each volume will consider

at least twelve widely studied dramatists from every period.
Volume 1 includes Sophocles, Gogol and Lillian Hellman.

2/...

Registered Office: P.O. Box 699, North Way. Andover, Hampshire SP10 SYE. Registered in England Number 2380446
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Q) 0HANNESBURG. — Fifteen
churches in South Africa have wel-
tomed progress by the National Peace
Initiative (NPI) which has brought to-
gether various organisations, includ-
ing the ANC, the National Party and
~the Inkatha Freedom Party, in an at-
tempt to end violence in the country.
™ The NPI published a peace plan on
~o2 Saturday containing proposals for
curbing political violence that has
A killed more than 2 000 people in the
past year.
b In a joint statement issued yester-
U day, the churches called for special
prayers on the second Sunday in Sep-

Churches welcome peace plan

tember, prior to the September 14 con-
vention where the peace accord will
be discussed.

The denominations, whieh include
the Anglican, Presbyterian and
Methodist ehurches, as well as the NG
Kerk and the Southern African Catho-
lic Bishops Conference, called on
their members to refrain from vio-
lence of any kind,

The churches’ members were also
asked to “respect the right of all par-
ties to express their views and pro-
mote their policies in ways that do not
deny freedom and security to others”,
— Sapa

L
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Boesak to su
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- Staff Reporter @

DR Allan Boesak wants to take his
former congregation to court follow-
ing a dispute over money.

Dr Boesak’s personal assistant, Mr

""{ Norman Michaels, confirmed this ves-

terday.
He said Dr Boesak and the Founda-

tion for. Justice and Peace, of which.

Dr Boesak is director, intended tak-
ing action for defamation against the
Bellville Ned Geref Sendingkerk over

| claims made. since the two organisa-

tions split last year,

Mr Michaels was responding to
questionis about the increasingly bit-

ter controversy over funds raised hy
Dr Boesak overseas when the organi-
sations were still linked. .
“We've given them reasonable time
to publicly apologise for implying

.there is something wrong with the

foundation’s finances and we’ll now

-g0 ahead with legal action,” he said.

Mr Michaels declined to respond to

‘a list of questions sent by the Cape
- Times or to explain.why it was not in

the public interest to do so.

The gquestions related to the identi-
ty of Dr Boesak’s major donors, the
amount of his annual salary, how the
money raised was spent and to whom
the foundation Wwas accountable.

The split between Dr Boesak and
his former church occurred in Qcto-
ber last year after he resigned his
clerical ministry following revela-
tions about his relationship with
SABC television pPoducer Ms Elna
Botha, who is now his wife.

It left the Bellville Ned Geref con-
gregation, which relied heavily on
overseas funds generated by Dr Boe-

~ sak, strapped for cash -and-claiming -
.-that Dr Boesak had acted under their

umbrella.

Sources within the foundation said
Yesterday that the Bellville Ned Geref
Sendingkerk -had provided “conve-
nient protection” from the govern-

e former congregation

ment for Dr Boesak’s earlier political
work, “but no more than this”.

They denied that the foundation
was ever an ‘“extension of the Ned
Geref ministry” but conceded that
there had been a five-year contraet
between the twe organisations, which
ended in October last year.

“It is unbelievable that the church
council of Bellville South can be so
venomous and aggressive about
something which ought to be settled
in a bretherly manner,” he added.

A spokésman for the Bellville
church council, which last' week de-
clined comment, could not be contact-
ed yesterday. N

" TO SUE ...
Dr Allan Boesak

—

— —
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JOHANNESBURG, — Ordinary South Af-
ricans have lost faith in President F W de
Klerk and confidence in the emergent ne-
gotiation process following the “Inkatha-
gate” scandal, the SA Council of Churches
charged yesterday.

“These exposures have created a seri-
ous moral crisis in the country,” SACC
general-secretary the Rev Frank Chikane
said in a detailed review of political de-
velopments since June 22 — when church
leaders launched their National Peace
Initiative.

The government slush-fund scandal had
led to fears that the peace process and
prospects f(g_negotiations were “terminal-

ly threatened”. @ T 32

“It has caused ordinary South Africans
to lose faith and trust in Mr De Klerk.
Those of us who called him a man of
integrity had to swallow our words,” Mr
Chikane said.

This had resulted in a “strident” de-
mand for an interim government “or some
other form of transitional administra-
tion", which would remove power from the
National Party because it was a player in
the negotiation process.

Mr Chikane concluded it was not yet the
time to lift remaining sanctions and urged
the international community to maintain
them ‘,Y,nntil change in South Africa was

]

)
l“irreversibie and profound”.

The recently completed draft Peace Ac-
cord — expected be signed by all major
political parties and groups at a National
Peace Convention on September 14 — was
a “firm foundation” on which to achieve
peace, he said.

“It is also hoped that the success of this
process will open the way for the actual
constitutional negotiations.”

It was of great concern, though, that the
government was apparently flouting both
the spirit and the letter of the Pretoria
Minute with the African National Con-
gress on the issue of political prisoners",
ang detainees. — Sapa '

o
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P Staff Reporter : ‘
DR Allan:Boesak said in a statement released yes.
terday that it wag s lie” that he wag unwilling tq

talk to the chureh council of the Bellville-South NG
Sgndingkerk._ . :

..1€ had never remugseq to-speak to the church
¢ouncil,” although he had refysed to speak to g
c‘om‘missiqn investigating the finances of the Foun-
dation for Peace ang Justice, of which he js a
director, - . S
:He had Tefused, he said, becaise he did not trust
: 'the‘;pbmmission and becauge several new members
. of the chiirch council did not know the background
“t0 thy dispute, | ' . =
.|t His request, that they ask him Questiong directly,
rather than get “an interpretation”, had been
turned down Tepeatedly, o .
hen “to our shock and dis_appoigtment’_’, he said,
the ‘ehurch counci] sent him 3 lawyerg lefter, L
Al ;mpressiqn*hqd been created in the commuzi:
through leaks:to the press, that the ‘foundatjor

-hadimisuseq, money. intended: for'the’ Ccommunity,
" th{there;ha_d"h'ever, been a ¥eal; intention. on the
part:of thg;chmjch* council. to gk the matter. tq
court, Dr Boesak claimed, “Tt wag all just materja] to
keep the‘scandal-mongers and the Smear campaign
Bothgr . T L A
-<The foundatio thad neyer collected money “in the
pamggof-:and'f.fqr the -COmmMUnity”,’ and the church
caiineil knew, this, -, TR e ol

= DriBoegak said he did not want to take the church
. council tg;co;irtfjbut,wpulq do soto'clear his name jf
~iBdidinotpi hlfcb’,' apologise to him, ., T
ﬁ;rb'&larc‘lzgcqyn'?ilﬁmemp,e'r; Mr Henry, Bredenkam;p
_yg;;e;d_a\y;gegyn‘e,q to‘cpm;nqgi:qu: Essa Moosa, Dr
\ ﬂ@gs_g,\-iq%lqﬂme:;;. was out of, tGwn -and not availabie
forseommenty O Lid
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stand on a

.LUSAKA. — Zambia's president yes-
terday praised South Africa’s Dutch
Reformed Church for contributing to
the demise of apartheid.

Speaking at a breakfast meeting
with a Ned Geref Kerk delegation led
by the Rev Peter Potgieter, President
Kenneth Kaunda said: “Having ac-
kriowledged that apartheid was evil,
you (the church) sounded the death
knell on the world’s most abominable
racial segregation.”

The Zambian leader said the
church’s decision to come out of its
closet and openly condemn apartheid

o
v

al

ses NGK

¢
O
Gl
. a3

artheid®
p i CT Q\‘\\
had ach‘:leratéd the demise of facial
discrim@nation in South Africa.

“Youf'strong pronouncements in de-
nouncing apartheid as evil was a cou-
rageous. stand in fighting the racial
scourge,” President Kaunda said,

Mr Potgieter, whose delegation
visited Zambia to participate in cele-
brating the centenary of the churech’s
establishment in the country, said
apartheid was abhorrent.

The church had to come out of its
cocoon to denounce it — advocating
its destruetion and serapping from the
South African statutes, he said. Sapa
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speaks o1
- funds row

Staff Reporter

DR Allan Boesak yesterday broke
his silence in a bitter row with his
former congregation over foreign
money,

The Bellville South congregation of
the Ned Geref Sendingkerk has
claimed that the méney was intended
for the congregation and had been
misused.

The money was raised overseas by
Dr Boesak when the Foundation of
Justice and Peace was linked to the
congregation. The two have split since
Dyr Boesak, who is director of the foun-
1(:l_ation, resigned from the congrega-

ion,

The split between Dr Boesak and his
former church occurred in October
last year and left the Bellville Ned
Geref congregation — which relied
heavily on overseas funds generated
by Dr Boesak — short of cash and it
claimed that Dr Boesak had acted un-
der its umbrelia.

In a statement released yesterday,
Dr Boesak said he felt in the interests
of truth to respond publicly to the
allegations to clear his name.

. He said it was not his wish to take
the Bellville Sendingkerk to court but
liis further silence would not serve
Aany purpose.

. Dr Boesak said the church council
had conducted a campaign, against
him when it was aware the foundation
hever collected money in the name'of,
and for, the congregation.

“Every donor will confirm that, in-

°’TW‘..@

on

cluding the Reformed Church in the |
Netherlands. l

“These amounts were then, and still |
are, meant for the foundation.”

Dr Boesak called on the church
council to admit to the congregation
and the world that the whole issue
began with a letter to overseas
churches to ask for money — an at-
tempt which was unsuceessful,

Dr Boesak said he refused-to speak
to the commission investigating the
funding for two reasons: Bécause he
never trusted them, and many mem-
bers were new and did not know the
background to the disputex..

For the chureh council the matter
was now “resolved”, he said;.

“However, there remaids for me a
huge dilemma: How will the!deliber-
ately false impression that ‘was'.cre-
ated be put right in theeye: vof ‘the,
world? iy e

“If the church council i§not'réason--
able enough to do it itself; do, I'then
have any other choice to-askan .out-
side institution, such as &) worldly
court, to step in and force the'chiireh
council to do what is right?”e asked.

Dr Boesak said that even now it was
still his desire to resolve this matter
in another manndr; but at this late
stage “nothing less than a public cor-
rection ‘will right the matter”, e

“The church coitneil. did not only in
its aetion do untold: damage \to my
name, but also'the matterfor. which
we all should stand. For the sake of
both, but also the sake of the congre-
gation, the damage must bé'indone,”
Dr Boesak said, -

1l
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, DR AAllaq‘B'Q'esak has de-
! manded 2 “public apol-
‘.qu’,?j from, his’ former
".jcp"nj'grggatiOn ovp_xg,a‘ dis-
" pute-about. foreign‘mon-
|.ey he had allegedly;mis-
used, "or he';‘;will'.;;\take
them to court, he:says:

.- Ds, William "M¢Kay,
‘, ch‘airxnan;of-.;, :
ville 'NG. Sendingkerk,
yesterday’ said 'that’the
chiurch council had, ve-
“ceived:a ‘letter: from Dr
‘Roesak’s, 1aWy¢r";’sf.1aét

week’ saying DriBoesak

‘had been defamed by its
‘members. and-unlessg he
‘received an: apology,: he
would: take legaliaction.
. The. church Yicouneil
.would meet soon. to.'de-

o/ take,

-qi.de‘whait stepstt
he:said. o (o
‘No:response ..
The Bellville South
congregation of the Ned
Geref Gendingkerk has

claimed that money
Boesak, when the ,Foun-

‘Peace was linked fo-the L
coqgregation was in-
‘ te‘ndc;a:d‘ for the congrega-
tion and had been ‘mis-

uged”. y by
“The office of DI, Boe-

sak has not responded to
a list of questions sent
1 by the Cape Times or €X-
plained why it was rotin
the public interest to do

50. : s EE

\ '@The former ;- ¢leric,
I now politician, recently
| bought himself and his
. Ms Elna Botha, 2
house in the pr',eviously
all-white suburb of Up-

per ,_Ctnxstam'_ti‘a.j=

=3
)
=8
=7
(0]




IR I o L TR )
Mionday SEptembarg

[

951

4

".Bi:ff;ACKS must be
“theimain beneficiaries of

- foreign investment, the
“Anglican Church’s Synod
iofiBishops resolved yes-

, ferday,

?;‘3"111_'2 an about tumn the
synod, -under the eader-
ship’:0F. Archbishop Des-
mond “Tyfu, .agreed that

e SOWETARN:

f;frevi

By ISMAIL LAGARDIEN
Political Correspondent

sanctions ’imd served their
purpose, and that the time
had come to review the
feasibility of continuing
them, )

In this regard, the synod
has proposed that g con-

sultative conference e
held to discugs lifting
sanctions and how best
new investments in South
Africa should be used,
The Anglican church
has always been jn favour
.of sanctions as 3 Peaceful
"means  of combating
apartheid. The about turn
came after the admission

by Justice Minister Kobie .

Coetsee in Bloemfontein
last week, when he Said

"

had made Government
abandon apartheid,

¢ Instability

"The synod, which met
at Modderpoort the

. FréésState, resolved that

foreighiiuinvestment - wag
crucidls for - the rede:;
velopthent of South Afyi-
‘can-sogiety, .

-~tHowever; the violence-
ands;, jnstability  in  the.
Country -wag the- biggest-
obstacle:for potential. in-
Vestors, and it -wag up to
the Government 1o act

that economic sanctions

swiftly to end the
violence,
The synod agreed that a

““consultation” was fo be
convened as a matter of
urgency to investigate the
channeling of new invest-
ment in new ways,

“In the past, the alloca-
tion of incoming invest-
ment has been controlied
by business and Govern-
ment interest, dominated
by white South Africans,
and the main beneficidries
of growth have been
whites.

“We are anxious that

“sanctions should be lifted

as 001 as possible but we
are aware that, for the vast
majority of South Afri-
cans, the changes of the
past 18 months have
brought e if any

tangible improvement to

their daily lives, .
“We decided” that, in
view of the complex is-
sues involved, we would
convere as 3 matter ' of
Urgency a  consultation

with" appropriate ‘expefts

representing '&\i‘i?g:%ég'
opinions,” a: spokesiitar
for Tutw’s office said; .

)
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' Political Staff

THE South African
Counecil of Churches
family will remain eriti-
cal about a new govern-
ment because this is the
role of the church, says
SACC general secretary
the Rev Frank Chikane.

“Our role is to take
sides with the vietims of
society, the poor and the
oppressed,” he said in
an interview in the Cape
Town-bdsed New, Era
magazine. “And we will
continue doing that,
even in a new society.”
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Boesak finances

1 .., Staff Reporter -

- X
THE Director of Fund Raising, Mr™
Alwyn Jacobs, is to conduct a prelimi-
nary investigation into the financial
affairs of Dr Allan Boesak’s Founda-
tion for Peace and Justice, following
its split from the Bellville Ned Geref
Sendingkerk.

. Mr Jacobs said yesterday that the
investigation could not be launched
until Dr Boesak returned from an
overseas tour in mid-October.

“Arrangements will then be made
for a preliminary investigation,” he
said.

The probe follows permstent media
reports about a dispute between Dr
Boesak’s foundation and the Bellville
Ned Geref Sendingkerk, since the two
organisations split when Dr Boesak

resngned from the mlmstry “
“The wrangle between #he twd or-
ganisations centred on.Dr Boesak's
fund-raising activities gverseas. The
NG Sendingkerk claimed he had oper-
ated as an extension of their ministry.

Mr Jacobs explained that the probe
would centre on whether the Founda-
tion for Peace and Justice was a bona-
fide religious organisation, which
would exempt it from the provisions
of the Fund-raising Act.

If this was not the case, then Dr

Boesak would have to register a finan-
cial statement with his directorate.

Mr Jacobs said permission from the
relevant government minister to con-

‘duct an official investigation would

depend on the results of the prelimi-
nary probe.




erhay
- disclosures’ (gt ZioniChit
-tian:Church-leader, Bishop Babrabas: |

| Lekganyane was"turned away_from

‘1. a fuieral service 'in"a local. eder:
| duits Hervormde Kerk. ; = 2
.. When Bishop Lekganyane arrived
-|; at‘the church to Jpay his Tespecis to
businessman Mr ‘Johan ‘Kelléerman
he was told blacks were not wei-
come at the church.” (g
Ned Herv minister the Rev'Flip
Snyder§ confirmed that,}in' terms of
a decision taken by the congrega-

e~

tion, rig; blacks were .allowed in the |,
church building. R
Anglican Bishop the Rf Rev Philip j
le Feuvre described, the ‘Ned- Herv §:
| Kerk'szattitude as “heretical”, >say. {!
“ing'it:made him, as a Christiap “feel,
ashamed; e i)
The:Rev Ed Cowie of the Preshy-i|
terian! Church was even more’ gilf:|
| spoken; {1t is a disgusting display:of.{
un-Christian bebaviour. There. is ‘no’ \
: room:;iu'}f%l;e chureh ‘of "Jesus 'Christ.
for divisions-on the basis of colour, |
“To "fifrn ' someone : away’ froin a-
church service is blasphemous.”:
The decision to bar blacks from’
| services was evidently taken recent:.}
f1¥ at a special meeting of the. Neéd'
Herv Kerk congregation and was not {
applicable to other congregations of |
the same denomination in the town,
. No comment :could be obtained
: .-'f;;i_ip Bishop Lekg'qi,llygqe.

o
s
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D
_mow members have
oncwnm the white-

4 and corruption.
.E.ﬁ owﬁnr with more

S said to be the mm_.mamﬂ :._
South Africa. If this is so,
_._Wm twice :__n EoB_uoT

w, Aotia,
Young members, who
fiave formed a concerned
3:? have moozmnm oEoH

uoum EEE zuo oucmnr.

_m name, said their aim
Wwas not to mmmqg the

our E_mrn and remedy the,
situation’

A prominent priest,

who has now been excom-
municated, said: “We
have failed to reform the
church from within, so we
want the whole world to
know that we are dis-
criminated against.”

He said black people
were not allowed to use

-white churck halls for

worshipping.

“In Turffontein blacks
are not wanted in the
church building. In Yeo-
ville, residents and do-
mestic workers living
there can only use the
buildings when the white
congregarnts leave.

“Why should they dis-
criminate against us when
blacks are the largest con-
tributors to the church?”

According to the
church constitution, .all
working members ‘must
contribute a tithe (10 per-
cent) of their income- to
the church. . .~ -~ =

The group member
said blacks had no say in

the running of the church,
*“This has led to nepotism.
We are not shown balance
sheets or any financial
statements,” they said.

Last October, a memeo-
randum outlining griev-
ances was handed to the
church’s Apostolate — the
supreme ruling body.

The group alleges that
an old people’s home,
Eden Aged Home, built
with church funds, is for
whites only. “We cannot
get housing or business
loans from the church,
but whites can.”

Transvaal region secre-
tary HJ Kleynhans de-
scribed the allegations as
“utterly untrue”.

“Pm not aware of any
racism in the church. It is
an open church and there
are correct channels to
follow for grievances,” he
said.

*I don’t care to discuss
 false allegations. I’ve
“been an office-bearer for
20 years and I know the
church has spent a lot of
money on halls forblacks.™

confirm that the old age
home was for whites only.

In a faxed statement to
City Press, he said: “The
church is mindful of its
responsibility towards its
congregants and under-
takes to do everything in
its power to bring these
unfortunate events to an
end. All allegations of
whatever nature which
are supported by fact will
be m:&: cnmozﬁ atten-
tion.”

He oos?.BoQ Emﬂ the
church had a burial fund
for blacks to give them
“*proper “burials”. A

spokesman for'the group |

said whites did not have
to subscribe to the fund to
get these benefits, but
blacks paid an additional
R4 a month.

The memorandum also
alleged that almost
R500000 had disap-
peared from church
funds. .:

The 'group rmm already
consulted Lawyers for
Human Rights.

Kleyhans Ttefiised to |




L

kot o T e L
brant?*EFid ANDRIES
MCINEKA

.

i

R ety AT T T

£

- R L LR S

7

p Barnabas Lekganyane

N 2241\

CP Reporter.

ALL is forgiven,

This is the message
from the spiritual leader
of the three-million-
strong Zion Christian
Church, Bishop Barnabas
Lekganyane, who was
turned away from the fu-
Reral service of a white
businessman in Pieters-

burg.
Angered
The snub - which an-
gered several church

leaders in the northern
Transvaal ~ oaccurred
when Bishop Lekganyane

Chuch during the funeral
service of Johan Keller-
man.

Lekganyane was told
blacks were not welcome,

This  week, Lekgan-
yane’s spokesman, Ezra
Mantini, said the ZCC
leader was “initially
shocked that he was pre-
vented from entering the
house of God™,

Following criticism of
the NHC over the inci-

dent, the church has re-

fused further comment.
The Rev Flip Snyders

was earlier reported as

stating that in terms of a

acist snub

allowed in the church.

He would not say any
more to City Press this
week.

Expected

Lekganyanes  spokes-
man said the snub was not
unexpected,

“The Bishop knows
what Pietersburg is like.
Although shocked at the
time he was turned away,
this incident will not
make us scream and howl
about it. -

“In fact, the Bishop
harbours no ill-feelings
against those who
snubbed him. As far as he

ALLOVER...Bisho arrived at the local Ne- decision taken by the con- g concerned, the matter
like” and harbours no lll-feelings. derduits Hervormde gregation, no blacks were s closed.”
& & ﬁu L2 i
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Bisho

N 224

CP Reporter

ALL is forgiven,

This is the message
from the spiritual leader
of the three-million-
strong Zion Christian
Church, Bishop Barnabas
Lekganyane, who was
turned away from the fu-
neral service of a white
businessman in Pieters-

SR RTINS

burg. :

. Angered

' The snub — which an-
gered several church

leaders in the  northern
Transvaal — ocecurred
when Bishop Lekganyane
arrived at the local Ne-
derduits Hervormde

Q . iV,

ALL OVER...Bishop Barnabas Lekganyane “knows what Pietershergis
like” and harbours no ill-feelings. B

Chuch during the funeral
service of Johan Keller-
tnan,

Lekganyane was told
blacks were not welcome,

This week, Lekgan-
yane’s spokesman, Ezra
Mantini, said the ZCC
leader was “initially
shocked that he was pre-
vented from entering the
house of God?”,

Following criticism of
the NHC over the inci-
dent, the church has re-
fused further comment.

The Rev Flip Snyders
was earlier reported as
stating that in terms of a
decision taken by the con-
gregation, no blacks were

p forgives racist snub

allowed in the church.

He would not say any
more to City Press this
week.

Expected

Lekganyane’s spokes-
man said the snub was not
unexpected.

“The Bishop knows
what Pietersburg is like.
Although shocked at the
time he was turned away,
this incident will not
make us scream and how]
about it. ’

“In fact, the Bishop
harbours no ill-feelings
against those who
snubbed him. As far as he
is concerned, the matter
is closed.”

¢
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Bishop!
Abely”
Muchrg\wa
VisTRSA

FORMER Zimbabwe
prime minister Bishop
Abel Muzorewa has said
politics has no place in
Christianity.

Muzorewa heads the
United Methodist Church
in southern Africa.

I a radio interview,
Muzorewa also said his
church did not accept the
ideology of apartheid.

, He said that he was
praying for peace and
freedom in South Africa.

Bishop Muzorewa is at-
tending the synod of the
church in Cape Town.

- Sapa.




Anger, gver Lekg

THE expulsion of Bishop
Barnabas Lekganyane
from a Pietersburg church
last week was proof that
apartheid was still alive.

This was the reaction of
people in Pietersburg in-
terviewed in a random
survey on Saturday.

The survey followed an
incident on  Thursday
when the head of the Zion
Christian Church  was
refused entry into the
Nederduitsch Hervormde
Kerk during the funeral
service for + white

AY

By MATHhTHh TSEDU

businessman.

Many of those inter-
viewed said after Lek-
ganyane's invitation to
former State President
PW Botha and his eon-
tinued association with
Government leaders, the
shock refusal should jolt
him back to the reality

that he was a black man in
a land stll ruled by
whites.

The Rev Kgotsupo

Leputu of the Ned Geref

——

— — "]

Kerk in Afrika said Lek-
ganyane had always
shown a liking for whites.

‘“There was a mass
burial of people who died
in violence on the same
day. Some of those who
died could even have been
his own followers. But in-
stead of going to bury
those black souls, or just
sending a message of con-
dolence o the bereaved,
he chose to go to the fu-

neral of a white
businessman.
Lesson

““The expulsion must
serve as a lesson for him
to stop behaving as if he
was white,”” Leput said.

A waste-paper worker,
Mrs Elisa Mashiane,
asked why Lekganyane
had invited Botha to his
church.

“He must cut all links
with these people and in-
volve himself with his

Eople who ‘are sni-
fermg,” she said.

A ZCC member, Mr
Mike Matlou, said the in-
cident was **very bad”".

“It just shows that all
talk that apartheid is dead
is just plain talk,” he said.

“If the bishop could not
even go to a church, then
apartheid is still very
much alive.”

Draughtsman Mr
Tebogo Daba said Lek-
ganyane was trying to
“impress whites and
satisfy them’".

The incident occurred
on Thursday when Lek-
ganyane pitched up at a
funteral service for Mr
Johan Kellerman, a local
businessman. .

Church

He was told black
people were not allowed
inside the church.

ZCC spokesman Sun-
day Times news editor Mr
Bzra Mantini said Lek-

LEKGANYANE

ganyane haboured no ill
feclings about the inci-
dent. He said the church
was disappointed by the
treatment  given  their
bishop and that Lek-
ganyane himself had been
shocked.




‘Concern over FW

CHURCH leaders are unhappy about
the advisory committee appointed to
investigate covert Govenunent opera-
tions. _.

Speaking at a Press conference yes-
terday after meeting President FW de
Klerk in Pretoria, Archbishop of Cape
Town Desmond Tutu and the Rev
Frank Chikane, general secretary of
the South African Council of Chu-
rches, said they had expressed black

. people’s concern at the all-white com-
position of the commitice.

Tutu said De Klerk had told them
the committee was made up of people
of integrity who had no political bias

R S

_ _By MONK NKOMO

and knew a lot about the law.
There was a percepuon among
blacks that the committee investigat-

ing these covert operations could have ' -

been made of church leaders, political

organisations and trade unionists, said

Tutn.

Their meeting with De Klerk was
cordial and centred on the building of
trust following the so-called “Inka-
thagate scandal’’.

Among other issues discussed with
DeKlerk and CabinetMinisters Barend

. 18 someone that we w

 group

du Plessis and Hernus Kriel were
transitional arrangemenis towards a
new South Aftica, violence and the
integrity and trist be

the Governmen| 2 g

“There is an opefiness on the part
of the State President that we did not
experience with his predecessor. He
mlst,. ]
Tutusaid. ~ ( k&% } -

Both leaders said they also raised
the assassination on Sunday of Mr
Sam Ntuli, general secretary of the
Civics Association of Southern
‘Transvaal.
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Pretoria Burean

The all-white membership of
the recently appointed State
President’s advisory committee
on secret funding would not en-
gender the necessary trust from
black South Africans, churnch
leaders told President de Klerk
yesterday.

Addressing the media after|a
lengthy meeting with Mr de
Klerk in Pretoria’s Union Build-
ings, Archbishop Desmond Tutu
said, the committee ought to
have been consisted of people
approved by the churches, trade
unions and political organisa-
tions in order to build confi-
dence among people on the

s ‘ ‘ ® ‘ :
ks /Ioﬁlc;,strust

ground.

“Mr de Wwas tha
people would question his integ-
rity and he wanted us to know
that he meant what he said (in
halting covert operations), but
it is not enough just to be told
that things have changed,” said
Archbishop Tutu.

The level of trust among peo-
ple had eroded considerably in
the wake of the Inkatha funding
scandal, he added.

Archbishop Tutu said people
were “still being assassinaied
and disappearing” and that no
one would fail to suspect Gov-
ernment involvement in covert
operations unless there was
confidence in those handling the
matter.

—

_f ;)
el ds body

3 SA Council of Churches secre-
tary-general the Rev Frank
Chikane added that his organi-
sation would have doubis in
calling for the end of sanctions
when investments may be going
into covert funds.

However, the SACC was “pre-
pared to do anything within rea-
son to assist in the formation of
the new South Africa”.

Archbishop Tutu announced
that church leaders would be
meeting with Law and Order
Minister Hernus Kriel in the
near future to discuss the entire
question of violence. "~

The meeting with President
de Klerk had been open-hearted
and friendly, he added.
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& Staff Reporter ney failure and extensive bleeding’ She said the jacket was wet but not
ATEENAGE Pollsmoor prisoner who died Sergeant Pietersen said she had helped bioody. Meyers had complained of nausea ‘
after extensive bleeding while in a strait- a Warrant Officer Louw tie a three-strap and vomited a dark substance.
jacket, was next day not wearing the jacket jacket to Meyers. Meyers “didn’t look healthy” but the’
that wardens had first tied her up in, a A blanket was placed on Meyers's  prison warden in charge of the strait-jack-
Wynberg magistrate was told yesterday. stomach, as the jacket was too big for her. eting, Warrant Officer Withelmina
Prison censor Sergeant Katrina Pieter- Warrant Officer Louw plac_ed her foot Schwartz, put the darkness of the vomit
sen was giving evidence at the inquest into against Meyers’s side, and tightened the down to the coffee she had at breakfast,
the death of' 19-year-old Carol Anne middle strap to the last hole. said Sergeant Pietersen.
Meyers, who was strait-jacketed on June Sergeant Pietersen said that the next Although she noticed the original jacket
29, 1989 for almost a day after threatening morning she helped remove the jacket and hanging on a clothesline, she did not ques-
to commit suicide. saw that it was a different one with seven tion WO Schwartz about the change.
$he died on J uly 2, after suffering kid- straps down the back and two in front. The hearing continues today.
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‘ poss:ble to believe in Go‘ :
; and at’ the same time sub- .,
/I -seribe t&' Commumst Par-

) <tyv1ew's” D

' (ER) N

Sk I an mtemew,,Tutu‘_

Sald classical, traditjonal :

" ¢ommunism Was ‘under- | |'%
" stood as' being. materlahs-'

: t1c and athelsup

© “On that baSts, we in
the Anglican Church say
- you canriot be aperdon of *
faith and one of no faith.,”
He said the South Afrj-
can Communist Party
claimed it believed in reh- mumst Party
- gious. freedom, but the po-’ . , However, that did not
sition of the Church on  mean - -a Christian” could
- classical comimunisnr was".*not co-opérate’ with’ non-
. that a Christjan could not. . Christians- , -
‘be-a member of ‘the Com-" *‘We have been ready

HARD LINE ...

. Arch.
blshon Desmond Tutu:

K about

" to accept
er subscribes to our views
on injustice. Many blacks
were ireated as human
beings for the first time

- - by -whites. who were, -al-
_most

all “commiinists,
whic¢h - says+".something
.South  African
white Christianity.”

‘He said he was not em-

' "'barrassed at havifg com-

munists or non-beliévers
as friends. |

“T feel no embarrass-
ment about co-operating
with them to achieve our
aims in our fight against
injustice.”

‘The West had co-oper-
ated with the Soviet
Union in fighting Nazism

- during World War L. -

Sapa




'NEWS ROUND-UP

Tutu says ‘nol>9
L

SI-’IJWIE»:I 6 0 7/, -
to.communisi
IT is not possible to-believe in God and ‘'subscribe to
.gommﬂ'nist Party views, says Archbishop Desmond
utn, . - . PO N
In an, interview before his 60th birthday today,
i Archbishop Tutu said classical, traditional commu-
nism wis understood s being materialistic and athej$-
tic. » ST
- - “On-that basis, we in the Anglican Church say you
cannot be a person of faith and one of no faith,” he said.
Archbishop Tutu said the SACP claimed it believed
in religious freedom, but the church's positién on
classical communism was that there could be no way a
Christian could be a member of the party, = -
That did not mean, however, that a Christian could
not co-operate with non-Christians or people of other
faiths to end injustice, Co ‘
'“We haye been ready to accept as allies whoever
subscribes to our views on' injustice,” he said’
'- He said he was riot'embarrassed at having commu-

nists or non-believers a¥ friends.
- Y ¢ % ]

— — _—




[Communists can't be

Chrlstlans say

AR HBISHOP Desmond be{eved in religious free-

Tutu believes it is not pos-
sible to betieve in God
and at the same time sub-
scribe to the views of the
Communist Party.
Speaking during an in-
terview before his 60th
birthday on Sunday, Tutu
said classical, traditional
communism was  un-
derstood as being
materialistic and atheistic.
“On that basis, we in
the Anglican Church say
you cannot be a  person of

faith and one of 1o faith,” -

He said the Com-
munist Party claimed it

dom, but the church’s

position with regard to
classical communism was
that there could be no way
in which a Christian could

be a member of the Com-

munist Party.

That did not mean,
however, that a Christian
could not co-operate with
non-Christians or people
of cother faith in striving
for an end to injustice.

“We have been ready
fo accept as allies

Whoever subscribes to our

views on injustice, Many
blacks were treated as hu-

tu

man being! he first
time by whites who were
almost all communists,
which says something
about South African white
Christianity.””

He said he experienced
no embarrassment at hav-
ing communists or nom-
believers as friends. *‘
have no embarrassment in
co-operating with them in
achieving our aims in our
fights against injustice:”*

Tutu said the West, dur-
ing World War 2, had co-
operated with the Soviet
Union in fighting Nazism.
- Sapa
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PATRICK BULGE!

& 4 MAJOR church co
ence to examine the role of
the church in SA's transfor-

- mation would coincide with

E_a visit by the general secre-

tary of the World Council of

1, Churches (WCC), the direc-
y~Aor of the Programme to
oo Combat  Racism, Barney

5_.-.:l_fityana, said yesterday.

Q\'S'“uﬂ Pityana said the confer-
\-‘ence would be attended by
church leaders from 20

\%ﬂ{, dountries, as well as repre-
a;_‘j_sentatives of all SA
¢hurches. It would also ex-
*"Fmine the relationship be-
tween the churches and

<

g a"n"’é‘f’f%LPeace &
|stamp, |

28

CAPE TOWN — Nearly 300 dei;
gates will attend today’s “ty
violence summit” — the mg
ambitious attempt yet o resok:
a protracted war which K
claimed scores of lives, disrup$
the local economy and caus
endless hardship for townsj
residents. :

Jointly organised by Cape T
Mayor Frank van der Velde and §
glican Archbishop of Cape Town If

A e -
R R e ———

RON S

mond Tutu, the summit could rey
in the setting up of a violence my;
toring commission in terms ofk
national peace accerd, it was preg

13\§A’s political movements.

i The conference, sched-
&uled for Cape Town later

this month, will be ad-
tet dressed by WCC general
A secretary Emilio Castro
sir..and will concentrate on
-¢+ how the churches analyse
h:. the SA situation and how

the international church
-~ egmrnunity could co-oper-
™ ate with SA churches.
“ g “It is significant in that

-

Police Divisional Commissics
General Nic Acker greeted this §
caution, saying he was still “awag
NPA guidelines from Pretoria”y
would not rule out the possibili

He emphasised that a joint
police forlflm vaas alreasc(]lly oper;
t . in terms of the Groote Schuur Miz:

, the WCC is coming to SA | Among those attending the pi
. #pr the first time since | conference at the civic centre's}

1960,” Pityana said. be Cape Administrator Kobus

L il,‘

L2
AR:
H

“i[ Firearms haul averted
-.}. massacre, say POUGSE

=]
1 ‘fou ll JONATHON REES
S0 ce say they averted a magsacre &t
« Weekend when public co-operation helped them to
smash an arms ring and seize 11 AK-47 rifles, 13

" loaded magazines and two VZOR Czechoslo
machine pistols.
A forther 17 illegal firearms were s€ the

township last week after information was provided
by residents, said SAP Soweto spokesman Col Tienie

Py

NEL T

, Halgryn.
A total of 375 AK-47 rounds and 45 pistol rounds
were geized.

Halgryn said the tip-off kad led police to a private
home where the weapons were found. Three men
were arrested and would appear in court today on
charges of illegal possession of firearms.

! " He gaid police believed the suspects had planned
.. turther weapons deals, which involved a smuggling
e syndicatespeeialisinginstealingcarsontheneefand
: trading them for arms in neighbouring states.

: Police had worked 720 man-hours on the case and

had travelled more than 6 000km, which included a
. m to Natal to net three stolen vehicles, Halgryn

b Members of the vehicle theft and firearms units in

. Natal had atded the investigation.

+  Halgryn said township residents were “gick and
" tired of the blpodshed” und were regularly phoning
| the police to provide information on illegal arms.

l i _; pFA'NTT T



e s

-

el e 7 Mo ey
=

e

oet‘dbe; 14 1991 Pl
WCC Vi

|marks end
[of ban | ;

e T Y !W' 1 L
JOHANNESBURG. -
Decades of hostility be-’
itween: the government;

[{and’;the anti-apartheiq’

orld Couneil of
Churches ended on

"“Saturday when a delega-:

fstion . from .the church;

Jbody arrived here on its:

first visit to South Afrieaf

af

1'in nearly 30- years: i
T ““This marks the begin.;

ning of a new period (inﬂ}f
*8outh -Africa): This is &
s providential. moment,”.
~WCC ,general secretars@
«Mr Emilio Castro said on
"his arrival, o ¢
’F‘or 27 véars theIir
‘Bovernment"has' barred
‘WCC officials from en-.

-tering the ‘country, ;
+Thé WCC‘ang the
“Bovernment. fej} out
~When; the world body,

e

veondémned  racism ig

11960, Prompting the de:

Uparture from its ranks of
ithe. Duteh Reformed
i{'gpurch_rand‘ar,lg_ering,the_
jgovernment, '
;.tThe- WCC., delegates .
jare. scheduled, to meet
JAresident F W e Klerk
s " well-as’ Mr Nelson
‘Mandela and'otherblack
leaders. — ypy DN




Own Correspondent

HARARE. — Dele-
gates from South
Africa and 14 of the 16
African states in the
Commonwealth have
strongly condemned
Nigeria’s military
government for bar-
ring the country’s
leading human-rights
lawyer from travel-
ling here.

Mr Femi Falana had
his passport confiscated
at Lagos Airport on Fri-

day as he was about to .

leave for the Common-

wealth Africa Human
Rights Conference, -

which hopes to put a
manifesto for action be-
fore the 50 statesmen
who gather here this
week.

The delegates re-
solved that the “contin-
ued singling out of Mr
Falana constitutes an
unlawful and dangerous
breach of an important
common law principle”,

Mr Falana was or-
dered to report to secur-
ity police in Lagos, but
conference sources be-
lieve he is still at liberty.

The incident may
prove acutely embar-

HARARE., — Commonwealth leaders
begin arriving in Zimbabwe today for
their biennial conference intent on
avolding a repeat of the rows over
South Africa that have marred pre-
vious summits.

A formal lifting of the 1977 Glenea-

gles Agreement, which prohibited
sporting links with' South Africa, is
anticipated at Harare and a new
agreement, facilitating contacts pro-
vided the sporis are u..emzw—.—w inte-
. grated, is likely.
' Although Britain will once again
oppose the retention of trade sanc-
tions against Pretoria, Prime Minjs-
ter Mr John Major is not expected to
follow the path to confrontation seo
often taken by his predecessor Mrs
Margaret Thatcher.

There have been dramatic develop-

* Cape Times, Monday, October 14 1991 5

Nigerian lawyer barred
Gleneagles to be lifted

ments in South Africa since ‘the 50-
nation Commonwealth last met two
years ago, most notably the release of
Mr Nelson Mandela, who will be in
Harare as an ANC observer. He is due
to meet Mr Major for talks tomorrow.

Mr Major will argue that change is
already well established in South

Africa and economie help, not hin-

drance, is required.

But a report from a special Com-
monwealth committee to be debated
in Harare recommends no let-up in
the trade and financial sanctions un-
til there are free elections.

The summit is seen by many as a
watershed conference at which the
Commonwealth will discover wheth-
er it can redefine its world role or
hecome an increasingly irrelevant
institution. — Daily Telegraph

rassing for General Ibra-
_EE Babangida.

; Nigeria has tradition-
ally led the onslaught on
South African apartheid
at past summits, but
,Britain and other key
‘states say they want new
emphasis on human
rights and government
accountability, not “an-
other negative scrappy
round about sanctions”.

‘In a report smuggled
to the Harare meeting,
. Mr Falana said Nigerian
judges complained they
were “helpless under
-H.L-nmq dictatorship”.

.3
He accused General Ba-

bangida’s junta of treat-
ing court orders for the
release of detainees
“with characteristic con-
tempt”, and showing “ut-
ter disregard for human

Mr Falana said that in
March 1990, governor Mr
Raji Rasaki of Lagos
state called on Nigeri-

. ans “to kill or lynch any

armed nogonw suspect,
as jungle crime deserves

-jungle justice”.

Meanwhile, Common-
wealth secretary-
general Chief Emeka
Anyauko said when he
arrived here at the

T _.._. _o £
weekend tha z. organi-
sation was eager to me-
diate constructively in
the South African search
for peace.

o Power

m,:.ommwmo—. Nicholas

Haysom of the Wits Cen-
tre for Applied Legal
Studies warned dele-
‘gates:. “In my country
there are significant

‘concentrations of power

in private hands which

.match the power exer-

ity

cised by public .author-

“There is every indica-
tion public apartheid
may well be replaced by
privatised apartheid,”
he said.

Delegates from both
Zambia'and Kenya high-

lighted the removal of

STeaEEEEEsssesssss—eeesssnesmmenens Lhe Tight to dissent un-
life”.

der the one-party states
which had operated in

.their countries for most

of the past 20 years, The

.human-rights activists

plan to confront the
Commonwealth leaders
with an appeal for the
;establishment of a per-
manent commission
which will deliver a re-
port to every future sum-
mit on the 50 member
states’ record on liber-
ties,

WCC visit
marks_end

erigfola]
JOHANNESBURG. —
Decades of hostility be-
tween the government
and the anti-apartheid
World Council of
Churches ended on
Saturday when a delega-
tion from the church
body arrived here on its
first visit to South Africa
in nearly 30 years.

“This marks the begin-
ning of a new umﬂon (in
South Africa). This is a
providential moment,”
WCC general secretary
Mr Emilio Castro said on
his arrival.

For 27 years the
government has barred
WCC officials from en-
tering the country.

The WCC and the
government fell out
when the world body
condemned racism in
1960, prompting the de-
parture from its ranks of
the Dutch Reformed
Church and angering the
government.

The WCC delegates
are scheduled to meet
President F W de Klerk
as well as Mr Nelson
Mandela and other black
leaders. — UPL

e~
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SACC general secretary Frank Chikane shakes hands with Pre

Buildings in Pretoria yesterday.

! Klerk while
World Council of Churches general secratary Emillo Castro looks on butside the Union

sident F W de
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Violence do
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leader

WORLD Council © of
Churches (WCC) secretary
general Emilio Castro yes-
terday met President F W
«de Klerk and -ANC presi-
‘dent Nelson Mandela to dis-
cuss the church's role in
SA’s political transition.
Speaking at a news brief-
ing after his meetings, Cas-
tro said mechanisms for
-ending the violence fea-
tured high on the agenda of

. the meeting with De Klerk.

He described the meeting

Castro is the first ' WCC
leader to visit SBA since
1960. He said he had
stressed to De Klerk the
need for a speedy release of
political prisoners. He said
he was confident De Klerk
was doing everything in his
power to expand the police
force in an attempt to bring

E_w
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violence undE™¢ontrol.

FAr w1 AEORHIE)

Bﬁmuzﬁ in con-
-party confer-
e said, should

“] cannot believe a -so---be held before the end of

phisticated goupiry like SA,
is unable to E:.n_w..v4 the iﬁw.ﬂ

lence,” he said.

Meanwhile, SA Council of
Churches (SACC) general
secretary Frank Chikane
gaid the church’s role in
bringing the political par-
ties together would be &
fundamental ohe.

Sapa reports that Man-
dela yesterday said the
ANC was going ahead with
preparations for an all-
party conference, despite
the latest wave of
countrywide violence.

“Negotiations must go
on,” he told reporters after
meeting Castro.

Mandela said the ANC
had appealed to religious
and business leaders to

. poljtical

w&%ﬁm wow engaged in

discussions with the
vatiouy-polibical organisa-
tioné,~Hdualke that initia-
tive can only succeed if all
arjies, all shades
of-pelitfent-apinion, are in-
volved in the process.

“That is a manifestation
of our appreciation of the
central role that the church
is playing, and will still
play in a normalised politi-
cal situation in the coun-
try,” he said.

Caglrg expressed his joy
at meeting Mandeila.

He said he wanted to re-
assure Mandela of WCC
solidaf1ty-with the “people
who are searching for a
defidEFit¢ and just SA”.
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ANGLICAN bishops, attending a consulta

tion to seek advice on whether to modify
their pro-sanctions stance, have been
urged by one of their key advisers to adopt

Archbishop Desmond Tutw’s economi
adviser Terry Crawford-Browne told the
consultation at St George’s Church in Jo-
hannesburg that sanctions should be tight-
ened by “inducing New York banks to sts-
pend all correspondent banking
relationships and transfers to and from SA
until an jnterim goverpment is estab-
lished”. é’f{)ﬂj 181019 fs

During a previous meeting last month,

tu’s adviser Waltts4ighter sanctions:

L DARIUS SANAJ ]

Anglican bishops said change in SA had
been too slow for them to be bletc%com-

Crawford-Browne said finincial”sanc-
tions had proved successful and that it
would be “tragic” if the reform process in
5A stalled if they were lifted prematurely.

He said it was clear the majority of
blacks were not affected by sanctions, and
attacked the “uncompetitiveness” of the
SA economy, adding that the domination of
the economy by Anglo American and its
associates would be illegal in terms of US
anti-trust laws,

a policy of tightening financial sanctiu_ngg:gjlend lifting sanctions.




| f Ghurches ) gr_‘gLew rolé in’'SA
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amuf@ur-day ecumenical conferznce B‘f\nemher
.ch;grches of the SA Council of Churches. and repre-
:sentatwes of the World Couneil of Churches star
1Cape. Town tomorrow, the SACC said yesterdays é }
! ,.jI‘,be purpose of the conference, which is'me ‘
Funden the. theme; “Towards an Ecumenical Agenda

! fem*a Changmg South Africa”, is to work out the

' nggiiTole of the international ecumenical world, led
:by the WCC, in the light of the current polmcal

1 changes in Sputh Africa, the statement said. — Sapa.
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Dr Emilio Casiro

Urgent to move on
with negotiations,
says WCC leader

DENNIS CRUYWAGEN; P& iliﬁarltfs{aszq i)

THE World Council of Churches hopes that its
four-day consultation which begins in Cape Town
today will end with the plea — *“please move on
with negotiations”, says WCC secretary-general
Dr Emilio Castro. i

Every day which passed without the resolution
of the country’s political problems meant that
South Africans were paying with their lives, he
said at a Press conference at a Sea Point hotel
yesterday.

. He 'said: “T hope we will all be shouting with
all our power: ‘Please move on’.”

He said sanctions had been used as an instru-.
ment fo show how serious the international com-
munity was about changes in South Africa.

Sanctions would have to continue until there
was a clear sign that a breakthrough had heen
made in the constitutional process, he said.

The WCC expected that the conference, which
it has organised jointly with the South African
Council of Churches, would give it a total view of
its mission. o

Apartheid was still a reality, although things
were changing for the good . .. “but any. calamity
ean happen at any moment,” Dr Casiro said.

The conference would examine how ‘the ¢hurch
co.udld counteract the countrywide violence, ke
said. | .tLSe

SACC secretary-general Dr Frank Chikane
said apartheid was alive and well.

The meeting was being held at a crucial stage
in the country's history, and would determine the
Church’s ecumenical agenda, he said.




Staff Reporter
SOUTH AFRBICAN

churches wielded im-
mense political power
but they lacked the cour-
age to become key ini-
tiators in.the changing
political arena, the
general secretary of the
World council of
Churches, Dr Emilio
Castro, said yesterday.
He was opening an
. Council of Churches and

WCC consultation “to-
wards an .ecumenical’
agenda for'a ¢ anging
gouth. Afriea” t Sea,
Point: + ¢ 4 e

Thé church should’
{ake an active role in or-.
ganising a multi-party |
conference besides play-
ing a major roie in
reconciliation, Dr Castro
said.

The church should
also testify against the
perpetrators of viclence
and make a stand on the
side of the victims.

2%



N%‘ active
chifen-role
in SA urged

Staff Reporter -
SOUTH AFBICAN
churches wielded im-
mense political power
but they lacked the cour-
age to become key ini-
tiators in;the changing
political arena, the
general ségretary of the
World Pouncil of
Churchesp-Dr Emilic
Castro, said yesterday.

He was ppening an
Counecil of Churches and
WCC consultation to-
wards an ecumenical i
agenda for a changing .
So].lth.. Africa” it .Sea s

I
The church should’
take an active role in or--
ganising a multi-party
conference besides play-
ing a major role in
reconciliation, Dr Castro
said.

The church should
also testify against the
perpetrators of violence
and make a'stand on the
side of the victims.
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INNGK runs into fresh challe

= dcwl

The Ned Geref Kerk *_mnmm
renewed internal dissent
over Its declslon that
apartheld cannot be
scripturally supported.
CARINA LE GRANGE
- reports.

TR
2y, A0 SRS

Discipline me if you dare . . . Dr Treurnicht has thrown down the gauntlet in the latest challenge to the NGK. (From left} willle Lubbe, the Rev Potgieter, Evert HKleynhans, Johan Heyns and Carel Boshoff have all created ma..__mm..

A& o4

'URMOLL resurfaced in the His fighting talk — which led A complete breakaway oc. gregations, says APK leader other internal group ied by two Is difficult to assess how serious  the fact that the church will not = “The churely’ must prepare

_.wuwmonmh the %MM Geref to his being m.onnmma of contri- curred ﬁ%mu dissidents m%amn. Eonﬁmow Willie Lubbe. former moderators, the” Rev  the mutiny is. Professor Boshoff  back down. ' Emﬁ.ﬁmﬂﬂ.gﬁ Enﬂ.
Kerk last week when Conserva-  buting to a possible schism in  the Afrikaanse Protestantse  While hardline dissidents left,  Kobus Potgieter and Professor and the former moderators’ uWuE&EﬂS-. Professor Pieter 'It. W:W change  hearts  an
tive Party leader and former -the NGK — is the latest in 8 Rerk (APK). Its full name is the & more moderate but still dissi- . Evert Kleinhans, ’ grovps are small — but Dr - Fotgleter said last aomwan.ﬁ ﬁE_S moﬁv%.—mnhm nﬁunm._ns_..
NGE minister I Andries Dumber of challenges faced by  Afrikaans Protestant Church of dent group, the small Afrj- This group is smaller even Treurnicht leads a political...'$he synod bad made it clear e have 2 mo: gous pro

. " ¥ : : ot - el should lem, not 4 political one” %':
Treornicht  challenged  the  the church in recent years. Christ among White Afrikaners.  kaanse Gereformeerde Bond than Professor Boshoff's, and party of which many, if-pot > fhat any political mod D
church to take nhn_vg Opposition from within the Hurtiul though it was, the under Professor Carel Boshoff, church leadership says neither  most, members belong to the - bhe _sm&uma the E.w_.ﬁn— F%u %m i \Hr Imﬂvm_.m%z.
] steps against him and other CP  church against official policy on ~ APK’s formation didl mot com. remained inside the church and  poses a threat. More signifi- NGE. I ~ .* Jorms of. love, justice m._w o Eam__s nm ot m...uﬁ..,“ zaid ey
members in the church who apartheid is as old as apartheid  stitute a split down the middle has persistently and unsuccess- cantly for the NGK is that re- Professor Johan Heynm, as- 1_,manitarianism. %wm.ﬁ____mmm ) did rh Degative nence
" support apartheid. itself, But the recent anti- for the NGK. NGK membership  fully tried to get the ehurch to  gional synods taking place now sessor and former moderator  not pass thig fest, an onm e church, Uﬁ.« el
o mﬂ Treurnicht's  challenge  change dissent began when the  stands at 15million, served by refurn to its old ways, and since the general synod last  (he took over from new disst-  turned. down ;ww »Em g OWever, i _wn.umﬁa s
“comes In the wake of the NGK finally changed direction 2000 ministers in 1 300 congre- As the church at Jts 1390  year have all endorsed the gen- dent Mr Potgieter in 1986), says SE&EMPE NOGE was read nwﬂ_wmum_om - If it p_mlo taken
" church's denunciation of theo-  — at first very carefully in 1986 gations, The five-year-old APK  synod grew fitmer in its rejec-  eral synod decislons on apart-  the influences of these groups | He said the by a__s_ n_unﬁ ¥y up .4_5 uuvvs,ﬁﬂn ugﬁnn i
logical support for apartheid as  — t0 mave away from its sup-  has no more than 45000 mem- tion of apartheid, new criticism  heid, are “minimal and not serious”,  to walk with other churches op- - well the greatest test the
asin and a heresy. port for apartheid, bers, 106 ministers and 221 con- and upheaval catme from an- In the recent times of flux it But more important to him I3 posedto apartheid. . .. chuorchhas hadto face. o .
1 pr—
@ h—d ——
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CAPE- TOWN — There should
be no general lifting of .sanc-
tions on South Africa until vio-
lence was controlied and-agree- -
ment reached on an interim
government, representatives of

said in. 4 ‘major pdlicy state-
ment if'Cape Town yesterday.

Cape -Town. mﬁmﬁmama is the
outcome ‘of > a -four-day confer-
ence held ‘under the auspices of
the World Council of Churches
and the-South EES: Council
of Chititches.

It called for the mmﬁv:mr-
merit of utm.mwﬂumwmmvﬁm agency
with representatives of zll
major political groups, for a
general amnesty for political
%Emo:mum and exiles, and for
..mmgﬁ_on for, black people who

smm lost Eun and. cuvowﬁnuﬁmm

=

local and international churches

The- document, known as the

..

"“had contributéd to ‘these
_changes and continued to play

Sanctions still ne

Stee 28T\ .

E._gmn apartheid.
- The statement said the
churches welcomed those politi-

..nmm changes that had ‘taken -

placé.
Financial and oﬁ_mw sanctions

an important part in bringing
about political namamm '

 “Qur concern is that any fur-

ther lifting of sanctions would
stall the negotiation process by
eliminating the pressure needed
to ensure political transition,”
the staternent said.

“It is our firm belief that .the.
time for the E.ﬂ:m of m: sanc-

tions has not yet come.

" “For that {o happen, violence
.must be controlled and there
‘mustbe mm_.mmwsmi on an inter-
im government'and a amEo-,
oum_un constitution. . .

:m,umBmEum ‘action on the Eﬁ.
_nm "of sanctions would render
. less effectual the sacrifice
“‘made c% $0 many over the
years.”

University of Omum Town the-

- glogian' Professor Charles Villa-
Yicencio, cne of the people who
drafted the statement, said in

. an interview that the nooE.:mu? 5

.&9 not discuss details of what

when, because, he helieved, the
church was not competent to
make these decisions.

“There are more capable
people in political and econom-
ic circles to make these deci-
sions.

“We are not talking specii-
ics. We are talking principles,
and the fundamental principle
of this conference is the need
for continued pressure to ensure
that negotiations stay on track,
to ensure the baby is born.”

The statement said recon-
struction in South Africa would
be increasingly undermined if
the endemic violence were not

Mmmﬁ say chur

controlled.

In co-operation with the Na-
tional Peace Accord, and inde-
pendently, churches should en-
gage in monitoring, reporting
and exposing the perpetrators
of violence.

“Because the South African
Police are either unable or un-
willing to deal fairly and firmly
with the reports of violence that
have been referred to them, a
peacekeeping agency consisting
of representatives of all major
political groupings is urgently
required.

“An international monitoring
mechanism ought also to be

- f
: idered.”
ooﬂ,wmm churches »_.mp_m,oﬁma ..\wm.
spumiliating process of 'in _._
vidually indemnifying uoﬂnwmwa
prisoners and mN:omm and ca
eral amnestLy.
momwﬂom mmﬂm«mamu__.. also said that
although churc ches should mzwm
port those 1 n the vchan fie <
whose mnsoum led to justice, 1
should be vigilant against co-
-option by any particular group. .
Churches maoua ensure tha
when political transition was
complete, 'the poor, the Bmumpﬂm
alised and the ovvamwmwn wou
share South Africa’s riches.
Orderly forms of restitution

- needed to"be devised for blacks

who had had _maﬂ_w_m:a opportun-
s taken from them.

Ems an accompanying mnzcm
statement”, the conference sal
the need for reconciliation vm_-
tween churches posed a chal-
lenge to the plack Dutch Re-
formed churches to respond mo
the changing stance of the white
Ned Geref Kerk, and to the

hite NGK to “bring forth
M.s.;m of repentance, to act just-
1y and nmumnﬂ apartheid unambi-

usl

ms.m_smwaoamnmﬁo_. of the white
NGEK, Dr Pieter Potgieter, at-
tended the conference earlier in
the week as a delegate, but it is
understood that no representa-
tive of his church was vnmmmsw
when the Cape Town Statemen

and the action statement .amau

approved — Sapa.




Financial curbs

must stay, s¢
CQHIQ% 5“ eNe

FINANCIAL sanctions against South ‘Af-
ricashould stay until violence was control-
led and there was agreement on an interim
government,

This was said by representatives of local
and international churches in a major
policy statement in Cape Town yesterday.

The document - known as the Cape
Town Statement - is the outcome of a four-
day conference held under the auspices of
the World Council of Churches and the SA
Council of Churches.

The churches also called for the estab-
lishment of a peace-keeping agency com-
prising representatives of all major politi-
cal groups, and demanded a general am-
nesty for political prisoners and exiles.

Churches welcomed those political
changes that had taken place.

Financial and other sanctions had con-

tributed to these changes and continued to
play an important part in bringing about
political change. .

“Our concern s that any further lifting
of sanctions would stall the negotiation
process by eliminating the pressure needed
to ensure political transition.

“Itis our firm belief that the time for the
lifting of all sanctions has not yet come.

“For that to happen violence must be
controlled and there must be agreement on
an interim government and a democratic
constitwtion. .. . -

“Premature action on the lifting of sanc-
tions would render less effectual the sacri-
fice made by so many over the years.”

The churches rejected the “humiliating
process’’ of individual indemnities for
political prisoners and exiles and called for
a general amnesty.- Sapa
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HARARE — SA companies
have snapped up exhibi-
tion space at next April's

* Central African Trade
Fair in Bulawayo foliow-
ing the removal of a Zim-
babwean ban on their
participation.

Trade fair GM Graham
Rowe told the Zimbab-
wean Financial Gazette
27 8A exhibitors had con-
firmed their participa-
tion and another 20 were
expected.

President Robert Mugabe’s
government has also re-
scinded 11-year-cld bans
on participation by South

. Korean and Taiwanese
exhibitors, but they have
not responded.

The presentation of an SA
government stand at the
fair was reportedly
mooted by diplomats
when they met their Zim-
babwean counterparts in
Pretoria last month, to
discuss re-negotiation of
the 1964 “most favoured
nation” trade agreement
Zimbabwe inherited
from the Rhodesian
government.

Zimbabwe's reaction is not
yet known.

wSouth Africans have not

participated since 1979,
Because of the increase in

the number of exhibitors,

only limited space could

be offered each one, said
. Rowe.
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German
o Bl aciofq)
stronger

GERMANY hoped to develop and in-
tensify economic co-operation and

other relations with SA to help .
German Ag- -
riculture Minister Ignaz Kiechle said
w‘mmﬂmamw after meeting Foreign Min- . .
- ern Africa have a chance,

strengthen the economy,

ster Pik Botha in Pretoria.

Favourable political and economic de-’

velopment in SA would have a positive
impact on neighbouring countries and
could be a driving force for stability in the

sub-Saharan region, he said in a statement. .

Botha said he was pleased Germany
would continue to contribute to southern
Africa and other parts of the world in need
of development despite the tremendous de-
mands made on it in the reconstruction of

east Germany in a new unified Germany, -

During their meeting he had explained
to Kiechle the difficulties of designing a
new constitution and had emphasised the
necessity of econornic growth in southern
Africa in order to support whatever consti-
tution was agreed upon, Botha said.

“Without economic growth there will be
no future for any of us in South or southern

y ai]
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Africa.” O .
Kiechle said southern Africa should pull - |

together economically and politically and .

only if SA survived would the rest of south-~

Earlier Kiechie held discussions with"

President F W de Klerk on bilateral rela-

tions between the two countries.

De Klerk said they had exchanged infor-
mation on the progress of German reunifi-
cation and the economic challenges flow-

- ing from it. “I also gave him some’
. Indication of plans to improve agriculture
. in 8A and broaden private property owner-

ship through development schemes.”
Kiechle said he and De Klerk had agreed
peace was possible in SA only with eco-
nomic development.
Kiechle also met Agriculture Minister

‘Kraai van Niekerk, ANC secretary-gener-

al Cyril Ramaphosa, members of the ANC
Land Commission and representatives
from other groups including agricultural,
business and research organisations.

Churches maintain stand on sanctions

CAPE TOWN — There should be no gener-
al lifting of sanctions against SA. until vio-

lence was controlled and agreement o
repre~ for restitution for blacks who had lost land

reached on an interim government,
sentatives of local and internatiopal

churches said in a major policy statement
in Cape Town yesterday.
'The document, known as the Cape Town

Statement, is the outcome of a four-day’

—peace-keeping agency with all major poli-

tical groups represented, for a general am-
esty for political prisoners and exiles, and

and opportunities under apartheid. B
A Y

University of Cape Town theologian

Prof Charles Villa-Vicencio, one of the

drafters of the statement, said in an inter-

conference held under the auspices of the N view that details of what sanctions could

World Council of Churches m.uf_&m
Council of Churches. fmwhnum
It ealled for the estab ent of a

SA be lifted were not discussed bécause the

\

church was not competent to make these
decisions. — Sapa.

L/

German Agriculture, Food and Forostry
Kischle examines a wooden African statuatte at a curio
shop In central Johannesburg yesterday. Kiechle, who is

on three-day visit to SA, met President

Minister Ignax

FW de Klerk,
cabinet ministers and ANC officials yesterday. Klechis
sald Germany hoped to help strengthen SA‘s economy.

Picturs: ROBERT BOTHA
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are power

. THE political changes in South Africa have 5" Tg7~
, -revealed degp-rooted ractal divisions in the 3’
+ ' church, say¢ Dr Beyers Naude.

+ I The changes had also exposed the power-
. lessness of churchmen to understand and
; “successfully handle political conflicts, the
*economic.erisis and the educational mess in

the country, he added.

¥ Dr Naude was speaking in a closmg
:address at the Cape Town Consultation, a
"conference of churchmen organised by the
tSouth Africa Council of Churches and atten-
ided by leading international churchmen and
;delegates from the World Council of

“Churches,

" DrNaude, 75, is a former
.director of the Christian
;Jnstitute and former gen-
1-eral-secretary of the SACC

who was restrieted and
+; banned for several years.
%" He said the crisis m
Sonth Africa had also re-
cvealed a cerisis in the
-church. -

*' It exposed new forms of
racism and the “seeming
+=powerlessness” of the
choreh to play an effective
role in social integration

He said the church’s
utterances, attitudes and
actions revealed a sense of
belplessness or a serious
inability.

+This gave rise to a feel-
Ing of being out of depth
when confronted by issues
like the ongoing violence,
Browwg poverty, massive
unemployment and the
lack of housing.

Faith

“We seem-t0o be over-
whelmed by the vastmess
and the apparent insolubil-
ity of these problems,” he
added.

Dr Naude said the con-
ference had brought home
the fact that the biggest
problem facing Christians
and the church was a crisis
of faith,

“We are all seeking an
end to the violence and
bloodshed in ocur urgent
and sincere longing for
peace,” ke said.

He asked why Christians

The Rev Frank
Chikane of the
SAGC and Dr
Emilio Castro
of the WG at
a press
corference in
Cape Town
this week

could not selve this prob-
lem even though there
were millions of them pro-
claiming to be disciples of
Christ and pledging obedi-
ence to Him.

“We are all admitting
that churches do not have
the answers” he said.

“It seems that God
requires from the church, 2
theological vision of the
nature of God's kingdom as
applied to South Africa.

“He requres from us a
new vision and understand-
ing of what the pature of
our commumiy and society
should be.

“He requires from us the
legal criteria for the con-
cept of justice, human
rights and human dignity
which are recognised
throughout the world and
which we seemingly sup-
port and proclaim and
wish to strive after.

“He requures from us a
cribical re-assessment of
ecumemcal relations and
responsibilities within

= K22,/
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member churches of the
SACC and between us and
the other churches which
are not members.”

Dr Naude said no other
church m the world was
faced with the trerrendons
challenge and opportunity
as was the church in South
Afriea.

Answers

The answers, he said, did
not lie with politieal
organisations or secular
groups.

“They lie with Christ and
his willingness to lead us
into His justice and His
peace,” he said.

Dr Naude said he hoped
the plan of action drawn up
at the conference would fil-
ter through to the leaders
charged with building a
new, just and peaceful
South Africa,

Among other proposals,
the plan called for indiyid-
ual church jeaders to teach
the Christian way of life to
their congregations.

HOLTZHAUSEN
reports on-
this week’s SA

~ of Churches ..
conference in" -

Share

your

SOUTH African churchmen
must impress upon affluent
members of thelr congrega-
tions the need to make sacri-
fices and share thelr wealth;
says agroup of church leaders

- affiliated to the South African

Council of Churches.

Their deeition forms part of a Pro-
posals For Action document drawn
up at the end of a four-day confer-
ence of church leaders in Cape Town
this week unger the anspices of the
Werld Council of Churches and the
SACC.

The WCC delegation was led by
general secretary Dr Ernilio Castro,
whose two-week visit to South Afriea
ended nearly 30 years of hostility
between the WCC and the South Afri-
can Government.

At the conference delegates
recommended that economic sane-
tons agzinst South Africa should re-
main in place until violeace is
brovght under control and thereis an
agreement on an interim govern-
ment. .

The appeal to churchmen to “im-
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press” upon the affluent the “biblical
imperative to sacrifice and share”
was connected to the stand on sane-
ticns.

Local congregations in South
Africa, the aetion document states,
should be helped to understand that
the policy on sanctions “is intended
te keep pressure on the government
to expedite the process of change”,

This should be “workshopped” 1n
local congregations “together with
the issues of unemployment and pov-
erty with a view to devising ways
and means of alleviating poverty lo-
cally”.

Amnesty

Churchmen should also press the
government to devise and imple-
ment large-scale, labour-intensive
projects atd address the need for a
new and compassionate economic
system.

Through the document, church
leaders alse called for the establish-
ment of a peace-keeping agency
which would comprise representa-
tives of all major political groups,

amd demanded a general amnesty
for political prisoners and exiles.

The statement said the churches
welcomed the political changes that
had taken place but, as financia) and
other sanctions had contributed io
these changes and continued to play
an important part in bringing about
political ckange, they should remain
in place.

Speaking before he left Cape Town
this week, Dr Castro, wito during his
visit met a wide range of church and
political leaders, said that the lifting
of economic sanctions now would
give the wrong stgnal both to those
who had profited from apartheid and
to the poor of 5A who had believed
M.E: sanctions would improve their

ot.

"While there has been a beginning
of change towards democracy and
human rights, it is clear that apart-
heid is still very much alive,” he said.

Dr Castro said he would like o see
more discussions relating to the ad-
missien of the Nederduitse Gerefor-
meerde Kerk — recently granted ob-
server status to the WCC — to fulf
membership of the organisation

I
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" AN/ applzcatlon by ‘ AiIan
',Boesak' to- be restored 1as a”
mmlster ‘of the Ned: Geref Sen-
| dingkerk: has been turned: down

by the General Synodical Com-
| mlssmn of fthe church .

At al; Special meetmg last.
weekc 2 eommniission dec:ded
..against” his apphcatmn, 'A88es-
sor. the”Rey, Russel Botman
conﬂrmed today

5 Mr Botman sald the reasons
-were that:Pr Boesak "< who
., was recen ly elected Western
" Cape, leader of the ANC — had
accepted a_position in a Folm-
‘cal"party; ‘which disqualified a

iste »m terms of church

’x{i reason wés that ref-
| lces;included, in his applica-
f txon weré'not complete,

oM Botman said the door
; .»was not” totall closed to' Dr

Boesak. “It'is, ogv tously not im-
possmle that a’ person can ap-
ply agam:!{ L

Dr Boesak emgned as mod-

erator. :0fdhe - Sendmglgerk syn-
-0d” and¥as) minister. last year
" when'li¢-had" an’ extra-marital
‘affairi .With: “‘Miss Elna Botha_
" whom hes ater married A

il See page 10.
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+ calls “a bent for a

. statement on all
" religlon, it i3 "wn-

' glon, he lnsists,

. .reltgion, which un-

olitics of
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My concern is that the human drive for fulfillment be realised in this world, not in_sc

UIET spoken, Joz Slovo Is

a thoughtful person able to

speak at length on a number
: of topics.

He has a keen interest in reli-
on and the orlging of belief, while
eing eager to explain his secular

fumanism and materlalistic under-
dtanding of life. This left me, as a
theologian, feeling
that despite some
‘tifferences, I was
in dialogue with 2
kindred spirit

!

To the theolo-
gian, much of
what Slovo says
sounds a mt like
ftheology in secular

dress.

» Yet clearly he is

operating from a

(different premise.
.He has what he

«geientific ap-
proach to reality”.

His cage Is sim-
ply stated: “I can-
not prevent a sei-
entific argument
-for the non-exis-
.tence of God, but
then oeither can I
prove the exis-
-tence of God.”

Having listened
to his views on life, his soclalistic
vislon and understanding of religion,
I suggested he might be “a kind of
believing unbellever”.

Thinking for a moment, he re.
sponded: “In the sense that I be-
lieve in the roots of falth and un-
derstand its driving energy, I think
that is a pretty neat way of de-
scribing me.”

Slovo rejects as unMarxist the no-
tion that religion ts the oplate of
the people. When
elevated to the
status of a general

Marxist, because
it is undialectical
and unsclentific”,
he says.

The anti-reli-
gious stance of
Marxism on reli-

emerged as a crl-
tique of the specif-
ic crimes comtnit-
ted In the name of
a specific kind of

dergirded econom-
fc greed and politi-
cal exploitation.

“To the extent,”
be continues, "that
religlon distracis
the attentton of
the poor away
from the causes of
their oppressive
social conditions on earth by direct-
ing thelr attention to a future reward
in heaven, religion is the oplum of
the people.”

But he agrees that not all reli-
glon serves this end.

“There are, in fact, many differ-
ent Gods,” he says, “the God of Tre-
vor Huddleston, Archbishop Tutu,
Frank Chikane and others, and also
the God of Verwoerd and his cohorts
— as well as the Gods of an array of

"'l cannot prevent a
scientific argument
for the non-existence
of God, but then
neither can | prove
the existence of God.’

“What Marxism has
done is take the
human lenging for
the perfect sociely
and incorporated it
into a socialist
vision.”’

St 2111

religlonists who use other more sub-
tte ways of subverting the struggle
of the oppressed,”

Fascinated with the religlon of
Jesus, his challenge to the church
i3 that it return to its origins, relo-
eating itself like Jesus on the side -
of the poor and the marginalised In
soclety. “From my perspective,” he
continues, ‘‘the
Sermon on the
Mouni comes very
close to a socialist
manifesto.”

He sees Jesus as
a liberation lead-
er in every sense
of the term who
resorted to such
tactics of struggle
as the situatlon re-
quired. Reflecting
on the New Testa-
ment story, he
points out that:
“When Jesus's dis-
ciples faced dan-
ger He advised
them to sell their
cloaks and buy
swords, When
hunted by the
state He withdrew
underground.
When entering
Jerysalem shortly
before His arrest
He sought the protection of the
masses.”

Slove is quite sure that “the re-
ligion of Jesus is no opiate”. Then
with a wry smile he adds. “l am
no theologian, but I'm wondering
whether Jesus would not at least
have understood Operation Vula as
something that was demanded by
our context.”

Moving on from Slovo's exegetical
forays Info the New Testament, his
understanding of
the human quest
for fulfilment is
tough but tot un-
compromising,

“Religion
teaches us that
God made people
in His or Her
image. That notion
needs to be stood
on its feet I be-
lieve it 18 rather
the human collec-
tive that made
God In its image.”

He suggests that™
humanity has pro-
jected “into the
heaveny’’ what it
has not been able
to accomplish en
earth. The notion
of a perfect God
and & world to
come within which
poverty and tyran-
ny are defeated, is
for Slovo a manl-
festation of the sense of human pow-
erlessness that has emerged over the
millennia.

“What Marxism has done,” he
argues, “is to take the human long-
ing for the perfect society and n-
corporated it into a socialist vision.
It has turned an other-worldy reli-
glous noticn into a polltical pro-
gramme,

“Sure there are weaknesses, some-
titnes called sinful dimensions, to the
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BELIEVING UNBELIEVER: Joe Stovo talks to CHARLES VILLA-VICENCIO,
Professor of Regligion and Society at the University of Cape Town.

human character such as greed and
the lust for power. That is partly
why democracy is so important, It is
an important antidote against tyran
1y, a dangerous possibllity that lies
deep within the human spirit.

“But 1 also belleve in the great-
ness of the human spirit, the abili-
ty of humanity to build a paradise
on earth, st least in the sense of
putting together a soclety that is a
vast improvement on what is seen
in elther the capitalist world or the
former soclalist countries of Eastern

Evrope and the Soviet Unlon. I am
an uvnrehabilitated utopian, and in-
tdiind remaining one untii the day I

A

Slovo polints te the coalescence of
the soclal visions of true Christians,
Jews, Muslims and soclalists. “Of
course we have all fallen short in
translating our visions into practice.
But that does nov unvalldate the vi-
slons."”

He believes there is a need for
religious people to rediscover the
moral vision that constitutes the

roots of all great religions. Simn-
larly, it is the task of socialists to
acknowledge the failure of soctalist
countries, return to basics, and ask
what the soclalist dream means in
present historical elrcumnstances

“Without a soclalist vision,” he
argues, T belleve the world will be a
puorer place ~ *hig of an Impor-
tant part of whan the rellgious tradi-
tions of our coamtry are all aboul "

I asked Slove to explain the source
of his restiessness. “What drives
you? Does the word ‘transcendence

mT
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ive for fulfillment be realised in this world, not in some distant world-to-come’
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character such as greed and
. for power. That s partly
nocracy 18 so impoertant, It is
rtant antidote against tyran
Ingerous possibility that lles
thin the humar spirit,

1 also betfeve In the great-
the hutnan spirit, the abili-
inanity to build a paradise
b, at least in the Sense of
together a soclety that is a
provement on what Is seen
t the capitalist world or the
toctalist countries of Eastern

Europe and the Soviet Unfon. 1 am
an unrehabilitated wiopian, and In-
:ﬁnd remalning one until the day I

o
Slovo points to the coalescence of
the social visions of true Christlans,
Jews, Muslims and socialists. “Of
course we have all fallen short in
transtating our visions into practice.
But that does ner wvalidate the vi-
slons.”

He belleves there is a need for
religious geople to rediscover the
moral visfon that constitutes the
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IEVING UNBELIEVER: Joe Slovo talks to CHARLES VILLA-VICENCIO,
sfessor of Regligion and Society at the University of Cape Town.

roots of all great religions. Simi-
larly, it is the task of soclalists to
acknowledge the failure of secialist
countrles, return to basics, and ask
what the socialist dream means in
present historical eireumstances.

“Without a soctalist visioh,” he
argues, "I believe the world will be a
puorer place ~ *his of an impor-
tant part of whay the religious tradi-
tions of aur country are all about.”

1 asked Slovo to expluln the source
of his restiessness. “What drives
you? Does the word ‘transcendence’

. hope. He responds;

have only one meaning for you?”

His reply was decisive. “I have
a sense of human transcendence. 1
am driven by the incompleteness of
society. I have a vision of what so-
ciety ean and ought to become,
which functions as a lure, drawing
me inte soclal engagement,”

Rejecting any suggestion that he
tnight be seen by
somie a3 4 martyr
ar hero, he Insists
that life i3 a two-
way process, “You
get out of it what
you put into "

He regards him-
self as having
lived a privileged
life, despite the
tragedies and suf-
fering he has en-
dured “To pursue
a goal and to be
driven by a cause
i3 a glorious and

the right to believe or the right to
practice their religion

“I ask only that atheists and ag-
nostics be afforded the same right,
without prejudice or censure ”

Raised a Jew In a Lithuaman vi-
lage ghetto, Slovo was educated in a
school run by the local rabbt. “1 had
the Bible
drummed into my
head over and
over again”

Not sure that he
ever fully grasped
what the rabbi
was gelting at, it
provided him with
a sense of belong-
Ing and self-iden-
tity in the face of
the anti-semitism
of the time

His mother died
shortly after he
emigrated to

fulfilling thing.
When that goal
and cause are re-
cognised by global

“'There are, in fact,
many different Gads

South Africa with
his famuly at the
age of mne, and he
went through the

consensus to be - the God of Trevor  ritual of saying
right, noble and prayers for the
g00d, umne can nly I'llludgle;h;l \c’md |:alsmd pra;

be grateful to have  the God of Verwoer “While other
been some small  and his cohorts.”’ boys were playing
part of it." feotball, T had an

And what is the
nature of that goal? “First and fore-
maost it is a non-raclal, non-sexist,
democratic South Africa, The strug-
gle for soclalism is a longer term
project.”

Asked why he Is an atheist, the
reply came quickly: “Because 1 fun-
damentally belleve cur fate is in
our own hards rather than being
determined by some mysterious
force outside of history.”

1 suggested to him that the Bib-
lical God is to be
found unthin his-
tory — a dynamic
spiritual presence
that drives the
human soul and
bistory itself to-
wards completion,
emancipation and

“Well, that 1s
pretty close to
what I tried to say
earlier. My con-
cern is that the
human drive for
fulfiliment be rea-
lised in an age of
equalily, in a situ-
atlon where mo-
rality and caring
for one another Is
executed in a con-
crete and practi-
cal manner in this
world, not in some
distant world-to-

come.

“There is, 1 he-
lieve, a certaln drive to this kind of
fulfillment which is part of the
human soul — a notion which 1 em-
ploy in a non-religlous serse! Maybe
1 need to say I am agnostic rather
than an athelst.”

Slovo insists on the absolute free-
dom of religion.

“It is an essential ingredient of
democracy.

“I totally and completely support
the freedom of religion. I have no
desire whatsoever to deny anyone

"I fundame

irrational sense of
obligation to repeat the same
prayers over and over again

“That, I think is where my reli-
glous doubts began.”

Compelled to leave school at the
age of 13 he found employment as a
dispatch clerk, becoming invelved 1n
the labour movement and the Com-
munist Party.

He later graduated with a BA LLB
degree from the University of the
Witwatersrand.

The religion of
Slove's childhood
is no more than a
distant memory. A
static religlon can-
not cope with the
demands of a dy-
namic life. Asked
to comment on the
challenge faeing
religious Institu-
tions in South Afri-
ca, his says tell-
ingly.“1t has some-
thing to do with
reaffirming their
roots It Is to repli-
cate In the con-
temporary context
the liberating di-
mensions which
are the foundation
of religions aspira- -
tions. Marxists
and religious peo-
ple cwe one an-
other a whole
bunch of mea
culpas. We actual-
ly have a hell of a lot in common.”

Slovo is reminded of one of Lenin’s
conelliatory comments on religion

“We must stop arguing about wheth-
er or not there is a paradise in heay-
en, Whatever we may believe about
that matter, let’s build a paradise on
earth”.

"“That's about where I am at,” he
says. “And shousd I eventually dis
cover that there is a paradise in
heaven, that would be a bonus!”

ntally be-
lieve our fate is in our
own hands rather
than being
determined by some
mysterious force
ouiside of history,”
»
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HE BLOEMFONTEIN con-

ference 1s descmbed as a
historical meeting as it will be
the first time that right-wing
dissident members of the four
Afrikaans reformed churches
meet formally with a umted
goal: to pronounce clear oppost-
tion to the Rustenburg Consul-
tation and Peace Aceord.

The churches are the Ned
Geref Kerk (NGK): the Gerefor-
meerde Kerk (Doppers, with
Potchefstroom  headguarters);
the Afrikaanse Protestantse
Kerk (APK) which split from
the NGK almaost five years ago
_and which has an all-white
membersip and another all-
white church, the Nederdutsch

- |_ Hervormde Kerk.

On the agenda will be the

Rightwingers ga

“abuse™ of the church for politi-
cal aims as in the Peace Con-
vention and the Rusienburg
Consultation held last year and
more generally in the reform
process in the country. organi-
ser Professor Andries Raath
says.

“A large group of Afrikaans-
speaking people have prablems
with these matters and are con-
cerned about the abuse of the
church 10 this way,” Professor

Raath says.
Also on the agenda will be
the “polittcal developments

within the NGK as seen in its
policy document ‘Church and

Society’ which is leading to divi-
sion within the church and
which worries the NGK”, he
5ays.

Church and Society last year
described apartheid as a sin and
heresy. The earlier form of
Church and Society n 1986 —
which only rejected apartheid
with qualifications — had led
direetly to the formation of the
APK.

NGK leadership has repea-
tedly been challenged on its
new directton on apartheid —
trost recently by Conservative
Party leader Dr Andries Treur-
nicht who has challenged the

ther to disc

Stevr A AN

1Y
Members of Bz?mmzm reformed churches who are
opposed to church involvement in the Rustenburg
Consultation and Peace Accord will meet in Bloem-
fontein today to voice united dissent.
CARINA LE GRANGE reports.

church to take disciphnary
steps aganst him for his sup-
port of apartheid

The NGK has refused to back
down or moderate its newly
adopted rejection of apartheid
and has been strengthened by
the support given to its dect-
sions by regional synods recent-
1y, including from traditionally

-

conservative areas such as in
the Transvaal.

Professor Raath says, how-
ever, that delegates to the con-
ference 1n Bloemfontem are ¢p-
posed to the fact that “specific
theological statements are
made about political matters”
and that their coming together
today would serve as an “alter-

ﬂ@nﬂ

native” to the Rustenburg Con-
sultation of Churches (RCC)-

At the RCC, the general
theme was one of opposition to
apartheid and an unprecedented
unity was forged between a
wide range of mainline South
African  churches, including
many which had never in the
past had any contact.

Equally disturbing to the
Bloemfontein conference-goers
15 church involvement in the
Peace Imtiative which culmin-
ated with the signing of the
Peace Accord m which charch
leaders had played a significant
role. The Bloemfontein gronp

use’ of church

proposes ssuing a formal alter-
native standpoint to the Peace
Imuative,

The erucial question 15 what
support 1t will get-

Speakers include econserva-
tive {or rght-wing) stalwarts
such as Professor Carel Bo-
shoff, Professor Admaan Pont
— and two politicians, Jaap
Marais and CP MP Daan van
der Merwe

But how many ordinary
members withan the main play-
er — the NGK with its 1,5 mil-
lion membership — woatd dele-
gates represent? No one knows,

and the NGK has in the past
said opposition has been small
and instgnificant.

One observer of church af-
fairs has satd this week that the
influence of the groupings in
Bloemfontein was not expected
to be more than the “most neg-
ligible” on specifically the NGK
and the Gerefermeerde Kerk.
The other two churches are, and
have always been, conservative
already, he said.

But right-wing dissidence has
been underestimated before. If
this is the start of previously in-
dependent groups giving up that
independence to forge strength
in unity, it should perhaps be
paid seme attention. O
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The Kagiso Trust and three

leading theological bodies are
. planning a major consultation

In order to work out a code of

investment for South Africa.

*, The consultation, which will
~itake place between February 10
‘aiid: 13 4t Broedestroom, will be

Thédl;ggists plan

(2% ; i
SA Council of Churches (SACC), ™ the ta would bring tépether

By ‘?I'i'il Molefe * li(’l ar -

hosted by the Kagiso Trust, the .

LTI Ll s oo

inv

the South African Catholics
Bishops Conference and the In-
stitute for Contextual Theology.

The theme is “Towards a
code of investment — ethics for
South Africa’s international ec-
onomic relations”.

SACC general-secretary the
Rev. Frank Chikane said that

code

representatives of tradeunions
and business and political
bodies, as well as experts on ec-
onomics.

It would create a reflective
interaction with church leaders
and theologians on “the need for
investment with justice in the
present and future South Afri-
ca”, he said.
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| THE “impressive: farewell service
for- the Most Rev Denis Hurley,
Catholic Archbishop of Durban, at
the weekend could be a little pre-
mature. There’s still no word
from the Vatican about his
sluccessor. : P

" Dr Hurley, longest-serving of 'all

had expected an arinouncement to be
made by now, but the process of se-

three more months.” . . ..o

I

luctance that, a year ‘ago;'he offered

ing the stipulated age of 756 — but’
now:, he’s looking forward fo
retirément,

. ‘Hé’hopes to take on, a” part-time
pastoral job in or around Durban, pos-
sibly'helping in a parish or promoting
the Catholic Church’s pastoral plan
for South Africa, which emphasises
the church community’s role in serv-
ing society. However, he will set aside
three or four hours daily for his
writing.

He has in mind a book of memoirs,
recalling: what has happened in the
church and in South African society in
the past 60 years — and one wonders
just what he will have to say about
people like the late Dr Hendrik Ver-
woerd, advocate of the apartheid
policy.

He also plans a book linking person-
al piety and Christian social involve-
ment. This, basically, concerns the
way in which people, through their
personal Christian behaviour and
prayer, can and should influence the
political, cultural and social situations
in which they live.

He sees this as the most important
dimension of Christian life today —
but putting that message across in
apartheid South Africa has been one
of the, most frustrating tasks of his ca-
reer as'a hishop, which began in 1947,
just before the National Party came
to power in 1948. ..

“In South Africa, we have seen the
difficulty experienced by white Chris-
tians to be really concérned about the
| poverty of blacks and the deprivation
of their human rights,” he said,

There was a time when Dr Hurley
himself saw nothing wrong in segre-

I

the world's Catholic bishops, said: “I.. ‘McELLIGOTT chats to_him

lecting a successor might take about

He said it was with considérable re- ' &%

his resignation to the Pope on reach- i

el
tﬂ’lﬁr’”

0®
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Catholics assémble in Durban
on Sunday to bid farewell to
Archbishop Denis Hurley, 76,
renowned for his crusade
against apartheid during near-
ly 45 years in office. TERRY

about retirement and the fu-
ture ... ’

[i%y

s , il
“«CRUSADER’” RETIRES:
Archbishop Denis Hurley, who
is going into retirement after
45 years as Archbishop.

gation. That was in his childhood and
youth, growing up in a segregated so-
ciety long before the Nationalists and
apartheid.

“But, coming back from Rome as 2
priest in 1940, I became extremely
aware of a gap between Christian

faith and social practice in South

Africa”

He sees the “lowest
points” of his career as
the almost complete
suppression of mission
.schools in the 1850s,
' when Dr Verwoerd was
Minister of Native Af-.
fairs, and the period
from 1984 up to 1988,
“marked by violénce and
states of emergéncy and
repression”.

| But after the dark

‘ days of apartheid has
come a new dawn, and
he sees President De
Klerk and African Na-
tional Congress presi-
dent Mr Nelson Mandela
as ‘“‘providential

, persons”.

He regards both men
| highly, adding he would
hate it if any involve-
ment of security forces
in fomenting violence
could be laid at the door
of the president in any
way.

He sees hope in the
attitude of many young
people, who are far less
colour-conscious than
their parents.

He attributes this
change to many factors,
among them the expo-
sure of today's younger
generations {o top black |
pop singers, sportsmen,
entertainers, presidents
and others.

“Bill Cosby has
preached the Gospel
beautifully on television
- and people like Mu-
hammed Ali have
played their part,” he
. says Dr Albert Hertzog,
who fought against TV
— the “little bioscope”
as he cailed it — for so
many years, was shrewd
encugh to realise its li-

beralising influence).
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LABOUR Party leader, the
Rev Allan Hendrickse,
pigued by the resignation

By NORMAN WEST
Political Reporter

iiné the position of MEC on | &
the recommendation of the
LP, hence it behoves you to

of national chairman, Dr

- resign as MEC as you no
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Wiltie Hoods, has chal-
lenged all MPs who desert-
ed his party to resign and
fight by-elections,

Dr Hoods is a Transvaal
Provineial Counci] MEC and
former member of the Presi-
dent's Couneil.

Dozens of former LP MPs
deserted the LP at the end
of last session to join the
officiai Oﬁposition National
Party in the House of Repre-
sentatives.

QOusted

The LP has 43 members
and there are seven Inde-
pendents, which gives the
LP a majority of one against
the combined opposition.

There are 35 Nationalists
MPs in the House of Repre-

Dr Hoods became LP
national chairman at last
year’s national congress in
Goodwood, when he ojisted
Reverend Andrew Juligs.

Mr Hendrickse this week
gave the Sunday Times a
copy of a letter he wrote to
Dr Hoods, P

“Kindly allow me o re-
mind you that at the Fecent
annual congress of the East-
ern Cape Region of the LP
you publicly called upon
those (LP) public represen-
iatives who had defected
from the LP to resign their
positions which they had ob-
tained under the aegis of the
LP,” he wrote. . ..» .

“Accordingly you are un-
der a moral and ethical ebli-
gation to do that which you
expect others to do.

“longer enjoy membership of
the 1

_to MPs who joined the Nats. }*

- tives, Mr Jac Rabie, said yes-
+terday Mr Hendrickse’s let-

.whose ship was slowly but |-
: surely going aground. [\

NRT .ok
:“We trust that you will | %
now dowhat is morally right | 1 |
and resign with immediate | g
effect”, . & v L0

-“Similar letters were sent

" Bankrupt

The leader of the NP in
the House of Representa-

ters refiected “the anxiety
of a defeated and politically
bankrupt pclitical captain

P

-1t is in the best traditions
of Parliament that elected
MPs change their alle-
giances if and when they see
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“You are presently hold-

fit,” said Mr Rabie.

Cape launch for Islamic Party

THE Islamic Party, which believes the prin-
ciples of Islamic Law should be enshrined
in a new constitution to protect Islamic
values, will be launched at the Hanover
Park Civie Centre on Saturday.

Cape Town businessman Mr Naushad
Omar, one of the founders of the party, said
there was a need to have the value systems
of the 500 000 Muslim community in South
Africa and their special interests protected
in a new constitution. Sf 7t

He estimated there were 380 000 Mus-

He emphasised that, despite its

lims in the Western Cape. i ég % ‘! z‘lé

N

party was not racially or religiously exclu-
sivey and anyone who subseribed to its
aims, prineiples and programme as
enshnined in its constitution, could join,

By propagating recognition for Islamic
value systems in a new constitution, he was {-
not suggesting “a kind of Islamic apart-

heid” but a recognition of “inter-personal”
traditions of Muslims. grj? '

He cited as example Musli Triages,
which were not recognised by South Afri-
can law and, therefore, cansed severe
family trauma and inheritance problems.
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.. KWAZULU Q:om Minister gmumcmz u Buthelezi
“said atthe weekend that the spread of Christianity in
South Africa had aiso influenced black South Afri-
cans’ “basic grassroots, anmu-aosﬁ rejection of
P nch.EEmB apartheid and racism’’
< ' Buthelezi made the comment while opening two
noi wards at St Mary’s Missionary Hospital at
-KwaMagwaza in Natal.
- He said this particular Christian missionary hos-
;- “pital had always been of great historic significance
-~ to the Zulu people.
it stood on the site which had been donated to the
hurch by ZulwKing-Mpande ka maﬁubm&&gm
‘after he n.Bwnmonm,OgmnmEQ
.~ The m_.mvn__nﬁ was owmuam in 1887 by Dr James
#= Petric Eﬁ_a&mﬁ@ after the Zulu War resulted in
the partition of-the Zuln kingdom into 13 different
chieftainships.
He also felt “somewhat sentimental’ about
- “Bishop Vivyan, who laid the foundation stone in

~1913 for the permanent three-storey hospital built
“there, as the bishop had had close links with his
~family.

" Vivyan had confirmed his late mother - the Prin-
.cess Constance Magogo ka Dinuzulu - at St Mary’s

“""Church in Nkonjeni.

saysC Chief m::..m_mn_

28

Buthelezi warned it was impo: an to un-
derestimate the influence of the Christian Church in
South Africa’s history.

“I see black South Africa’s basic, grassroots,
deep-down rejection of communism and apartheid
and racism, and that same grassroots society’s ac-
ceptance of multi-racialism and democracy as the
product of Christian input.*”

U:.mo=<mm

He ranked the work of the “humble’” missionary
in places like KwaMagwaza, Mahlabathini,
Vryheid, Dundee and elsewhere as_ “being funda-

mentally more important than all ‘the councils and-

synods of the churches, and ail mﬁ Q=mon<mm cm
bishops and archbishops®.

“Two descendants of the man NEF mmm_. whose
name our nation is known, became bishops of their

“church, namely Bishop Alpheus Zulu and Bishop

Lawrence Zulu.””

St Mary’s, as a missionary hospital, remained a

pivotal part of Zulu history, where medical care was
provided in a place ‘“where everything had to be
struggled for and fought for and argued for”. - SA
Press Association.

MANGOSUTHU BUTHELEZI ... no communisin
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GOVERNMENT-FUNDED organisa-
tion is being used to spread National
g Party propaganda in the coloured com-
munity, under the guise of “Christian cul-
tural” aid.

Aninvestigation by The Weekly Mail suggests
that over R12-million has been paid out over a
three-year period to the South African Christian
Cultural Organisation (Sacco) and its affiliates
~— most of whom operate in the coloured com-
munity.

Sacco chairman Ds Du Plessis Strauss admit-
ted his organisation received R34 000 from the
House of Representatives earlier this year and
was expecting further funding from the same
source. However, the origin of the rest of the
funding remains a mystery.

At the centre of the web is a mysterious former
assistant director of national education, turned
private entrepreneur, Dr Louis Pasque, who was
awarded the Star of Africa in 1987 for “services
to state security” and also does consultancy work
for the coloured Labour Party.

Pasque was the head of a close corporation,
Adult Education Consultants, which he said had

helped set up a range of Christian cultural organ-

isations in coloured communities across the
Cape. It also helped establish a network of con-
sultancies, apparently manned by white
Afrikaners, to provide the organisations with
training and other services. Its funding came via
the Pretoria-based South African Board of
Trustees, of which Pasque is a member.

He told The Weekly Mail that funding for the
project had come from Afrikaner well-wishers
who wanted fo uplift the coloured community
but wished to remain anonymous. Funding had
also come from large businesses such as Sasol
and Gencor, he said. However, representatives of
both these companies emphatically denied they
had provided financial assistance of any nature
to the board or Sacco.

" According to a former executive secretary of
the Sacco-affiliated North-West Cape Christian
Cultural Organisation {NWCCCQ), Pedro Saal,
many of the training courses offered were heav-
ily ideological in content.

pent

From early 1989, when the NWCCCO was
founded, the emphasis was on the “total
onsiaught” against South Africa, he said. “We
were warned that the African National Congress
and the United Democratic Front were out to
destroy the country. There were also lectures on
the dangers of communism.”

In June last year — after the National Party’s
historic switch of political direction — “phase
two” of the training programme was infroduced,
Saal said. This significantly shifted the emphasis
to the need for the coloured community to sup-
port the NP and to vote for it “when the time
came™.

The virtues of free enterprise were extolled
and participants were wamed against the danger
of “taking other people’s possessions”.

He said the lectures were given by the
Kimberley-based consultancy Dia/Plus and by
Pasque’s Adult Education Consultants. Phase
two of the training programme had been intro-
duced at a week-long seminar by Sid Viljoen, of
Adult Education Consultants, and two instruc-
tors from Dia/Plus.

“It made us very angry,” he said. “We told the
consultants they musin’t come with the Bible in
their open hand and politics behind their back.”

Dia/Plus manager Johan van Vuuren told The
Weekly Mail they provided “financial and other
advice” to these organisations, and acknowleded
they gave “information about political parties”.

“Anything they asked us for we gave,” he
explained.

Ds Strauss said one of the aims was to “explain
the views of ail political groups in the South
African arena, because we’re moving toa demo-
cratic society™.

Stellenbosch University-based Sacco consul-
tant Johan van Balen said the main purpose of
the organisation was the “upliftment of people in
need and in poverty” and stressed it was not a
party-political group,

Earlier this year, he said, it had come into con-
flict with “liberal thinkers in the NG
Sendingkerk”, who did not approve of what it
was doing in the coloured community.

Al
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- Saal said that when he was dismissed trom e

NWCCCO eardier this year, the organisation was
receiving a monthly budget of R24 000 from the
South African Board of Trustees, an amount
directly linked to the size of its membership. It
was also provided with three new vehicles worth

+

National Party propaganda is being spread in
the coloured community under the guise of
‘Christian culture’. A Weekly Mail invastigation
reveals that more than R12-million has been
spent on the campaign.

By DREW FORREST and GAVIN EVANS

RS0 000, as well as office and audio-visual
equipment worth about R40 000.

The NWCCCO was one of Sacco’s 15 other
affiliates, according to Van Balen. These includ-
ed branches in the coloured areas of Kimberley,
De Aar, the Cape Peninsula, Port Elizabeth, East
London, Ceres and Vredenburg, as well as sev-
eral organisations in the African communities.

If they ali received the same funding over a
three-year period as the NWCCCO — and the
Peninsula branch is likely to have received much
more — the money invelved would total more
than R12-million.

Saal also said officials of the various organisa-
tions were brought together on a regular basis for
weekend training courses at expensive hotels
and resorts at no cost to themselves,

ure

-

R . .
Mystery man ... Dr Louis Pasque
In addition to Dia/Plus, he knew of three sim-

ilar consuliancies in other parts of the country.
The Cape Peninsula consulting organisation,
called Go-High, according to Saal, is not listed in
the phone book,

Saal said he had seen the monthly pay-cheque

oTomE of wrw Dia/Plus staffers. This had been for

R14 000. . .
He also understood that Dia/Plus’ predecessor

v in Kimberley, Joset Housing and Management

Services, had been given more than Ww.z._::o:
to establish new cultural organisations in mrn
Transvaal and Free State — a project which

never got off the ground. )
A number of incidents had made him suspect

direct government funding of the project, Saal
said:

®Pasque had repeatedly dodged questions

about the source of funding, finally telling the
NWCCCO that it had come from “donors who

wished to remain secret”.

' @The Dia/Plus manager, Johan van Vuuren,

. had told him the NWCCCO would have to

become self-sufficient after 1994, “when elec-
tions have taken place”.

®The NWCCCO’s vehicles had been pur-

chased for it by a Pretoria outfit called the

“Central Co-ordinating Controt Company”,

©To PAGE 8

1
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©From PAGE 3
which Van Vouren admitted was “coit-
nected” with Dia/Plus. “They provide
finance and hire ozt some stuff to vs,”
he told The Weekly Mail. This“compa-
ny” isnot listed inthe electronic Yellow
Pages or the Pretoria phone book. Van
Viuuren also saidd he often met Pasque.
®When the NWCCCO had decided
at one point fo break links with
Dia/Plus, Saal was contacted by a Mr
Venter in Pretoria. The latter had
warned him to get the decision
reversed, or the money would stop.

@An executive secretary of another
“cuitural” organisation had “sworn
blind” to Saal that the ending of the war
in Namibia had released funds which
the government wished to use in the
coloured commumity.

@House of Representatives MP Piet
Meyer had told him at an Upington
conference that he knew Pasque, who
spent much time at parliament, bad
“mare money at his disposal than you
kmow of”.

Money for

‘convert
\7.\;\\ (2828

asque admitted thalthey had
received funds from the House of
Representatives, but denied any other
government funding. He alsosaidadel-
egation was sent to the Netherlands and
as a result the organisation received
money from the Tear Fund.

He said Adult Education had “done
some training” for the cultural bodies
and had helped set them up after asking
community leaders if they wanted
assistance. The groups were doing
“Brilliant” work in such areas as feed-
ing schemes and literacy.

He declined to say how muchmoney

the South African Board of Trustees
had spent and to reveal its sources of
finznce, other than tosay that Sasol and
Gencor had contributed, as well as
Afiikaners who “thought dearly” of the
coloured people. Confronted with
Saai’s claims about the NWCCCO’s
budget he said: “T don’t know if that’s
true. Youmust ask them.”

Saal’s claims of political indoctrina-
fion were nonsense, he said.

. T
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DURBAN:~ The Most .
Rev Denis Hurley, Cath-
olic Archbishop ofDur-
ban, has urged South .Af-
rica’s. churches - to
promote peace.and posi-
tive social change, . -
. The Archhishop,
speaking at the Diakonia
organisation’s Christmag
service at’the Central
Metliodist Church’ here,
said 10’ Christian should
remain indifferent and
withdrawn in the face of
enormous changes. tak-
ing place. .. - . ‘

The Christian commu-

nity could make a large
impact if'it were'to con-
centrate a‘significant
part of its evangelising
time to'promoting Ppeace
and co-bperation, it
. Bach -church, sddcord- =
ing to g own fradition {
and methods of comrmy:’
- [nication, could promote
within itself.a wide-
spread.;concern for
peace iand" co-bperation
“biblically;; based, Christ-
based”, " - s

. ‘Perhaps a monthly
service on-the-theme of |
peace ;and., ¢co-operation
in the light of God’s
word,.or perhaps. pro-
grammes for prayer
Broups,” faith-sharing
groups, social concern
and justice and reconcj]-
iation ‘groups,”
_, In predominantly Af.
rican congregations it
would seem desirable to
promote the ‘Peace Ac-
«cord. In others it* might
bé=s’rier':"e$,s;sary.,_tq’-.'_cohcen-
trateion openness to
changel - = .

It Would be “wonder-
ful” if whites could he

persuaded to welcome.
.the c.:hanges, he said,
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THE Catholic Archbishop of Dur-
ban has snggested that Christian
churches throughout South Africa
should embark on a vast effort to
promote the peace precess and posi-
tive secial change.

TheMostRev Denis Hurley, speaking at-

the Diakonia organisation’s Christmas
service at the Central Methodist Church in
Durban on Sunday, said no believer in God
should remain indifferent and withdrawn
in the face of the enormous changes taking
place in South Africa.

If the whole Christian community were
to concentrate a stgnificant part of their
evangelising time and effort to promoting
peace and co-operation, they could make a
splendid contribution.

“If a whole complex of churches were to
be associated in a common effort, think of
the impact that they would have,

“T try to picture the scene: each church,
according toits own tradition, organisation

By MONK NKOMO

concemn for peace and co-operation in our
country, aconcem biblically based, Christ-
based.

*“It might start with a statement from the
authority of that church setting out the
vision of all that the church should do and
prescribing or suggesting ways and means
of bringing the vision to life - perhaps a
monthly service concenirating on the
theme of peace and co-operation in the
light of God's word, or perhaps pro-
grammes related to the same theme for
prayer groups, faith-sharing groups, social
concern and justice and reconciliation
groups.”

Inpredominantly Africancongregations
it would seem desirable to promofe the
Peace Accord vigorously.

“How wonderful it would be if the white
population conld be persuaded to welcome
and co-operate with the changes that must

COTY]




By PATSIDLE RPN P

THE South Afrlcan Christian Cultural
 Organisation (Sacco); linked to alieged
M111tary Inteiligence front Adult.
Education Consultants, has raised
money in‘The Netherlarids-to fund an
exploratmn into riral dpliftment for ‘

| coloureds'in South“Africa,

“°A team of threg; led by | Sacco Dutch
Reformed Mission Church minister
“Péter Du Plesslls Strauss, visited an -
evangehca] charity known as the Tear
_Fund in The Netherlands in September
and hopes {0 raise further money from
1the Dutch government. - '

- Two Dutch academics are in South
Afr1ca at the mwtat!on of Sacco, their -
trip sponsored to the tune of about

" R6 000 by the Tear Fund..

This was confirmed by Strauss, who
said he, Vredenbesg headmaster-Len -
"Davids, and Sacco project minister

 Pastor Willie Lackay had gone to raise

: money for agricultural projects.
- Speaking from The Netherlands,

 Tear Fund representative Jaap

Bogaards told The Weekly Mail that
three pastors had visited his organi-

, satioi. saying they acted for the -

coloured. commumty .
Bogqards said the.trio had contacted

the Free University in-Amsterdam and
. had artanged for one of the lecturers in

devefopment to visit the country. They

wantéd an expeit from Agro Transfer- .

inThe Netherlands, which is.finked to
. a Christian agricultural college, to
- come to South Africa. :

1 Stellenbosch Umvers1ty lecturer and
" Sacco’ ‘consultant Johan van Baalen
said last week that the Duich visitors
would be meeting Piet Meyer, a minis-
ter in the House of Representatives,
which had funded Sacco in the past.

A]though the 1fio all purported obe -
ministers, Strauss is no longer in the
Tull-time cmploy of the Mlssmn
‘Church.
Davids | is, the hcadmaster of

l;’anorama Prlmary School in“Vreden-
berg and Lackay is not workmg asa -
! pastor atall. R
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DELEGATIONS from the South African Council of Churches and the Commuon-
wealth melseparately with the Pan Africanist Congress in Johannesburg yesterday to
discuss the movements position on the negotiation process.

The SACC delegations met for an hour before deciding to resume talks later in the
day. The PAC officials left to keep an appointment with the Commonwealth
delegation, in South Africa to observe the Convention for a Democratic South Africa
which starts today. ‘- .

Yesterday's meeting
was convened by the
SACC, whose delega- )
tion was led by its gen-
eral secretary, the Rev
Frank Chikane. The
PAC delegation was led
by deputy president Mr
Dikgang Moseneke.

“Church leaders have
expressed concern, prior
to last weekend’s deci-
sion by the PAC not to
take part in Codesa, that

.
AN

P

i

he

: vA»\“‘hi im

Ry

the negotiation process
should include as many
parties and groups as
possible.”

The PAC delegation
remained defiant after a

MOSENEKE
three-hour meeting with
the Commonwealth ob-

servers.
Moseneke said the ob-
servers largely agreed

CHIKANE

with his organisation on
why the PAC had pulled
outof the Codesa prepara-
tory meeting of December
8. Sapa.

Al rnun bk Crncloaces Py )
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AN urget tHorough invest jon-into the fi
nancxal A' the: ndation v Peace anc:
Justice, 0 of 13 ,iw h Dr . \ ak iS‘director,' has
bee en:, comp ;- the, i fund—ralsmg con-

t‘irmed yesterday
wyn . Jacobs, 1d he- completed a repo: rt on
the mvestlgat on' and. would gend: it 1¢ Dr Boesak
1 ‘after, January ~when' the foundations: O] ofﬁces re-

t be made pubhc
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Churché®
leading?
the way.
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THE peace initiative will
take another slep forward
{his weekend when mer-
bers of churches, political
groupings and church-re-
laled organisations meet
for a seven-day wotkshop
at Broedersiroom.

Presiding Methodist
Bishop Stanley Mogoba
will deliver the keynote
address on Sunday atatwo-
day consultation which will
precede the workshop.

The church took this ini-
tiative after Tequests by a
wide range of people and
organisations, including
the African National Con-
gress and President FW de
Klerk, forittoget involved
inpeace and reconciliation.

An ecumenical organi-
sation, led by Mrs Emma
Mashinini and Mr Chris
Mbileni, will host the “Em-
powering for Reconcilia-
tion with Justice’' work-

" shop.

Among Supporters of the
event isthe Anglican Arch-
nishop of Cape Town,
Desmond Tutu.



'Church plans
on peace

< Dl

By ISAAC MOLEDI

CHURCHES will
‘organise a one-week no0-
aligned training cOUrsC in
mediation, negotiation,
. reconciliation and
peacemaking at the Alpha
Training Cenire in
Broederstroom, north-
west of Johannesburg.
The iraining COUISE,
which will begin on Feb-
ruary 1 1o 7, 18 conceived
as an ccumenical coniri-
bution to the implementa-
tion of the National Peace

*Church

Accord. -

It is endorsed by 2
broad ecumenical group
that has the support of
prominent South African
leaders and
several political groups,
the South African Council
of Churches said.

‘e are not going to
discuss negotiations  or
parties’ ideological posi-
tions, but what makes for
peace.

“Qur understanding of
peace is not the absence

cours
aking

".’:0\\\C\L of war but the presence of

justice,”’ the organising
committee member Mr
Vuyisile Ndabeni said..

Methodist Bishop Stan-
ley Mogoba, who is also a
vice chairman of the Na-
tional Peace Comumittee,
will give a keynote ad-
dress on February 1 and 2.

The PAC. ANC, Inka-
tha Freedom Party, the
Government, the Demo-
cratic Paty and the
Azanian Peoples Organi-
sation were also invited.

—




Innocent people on traj . TS

AddressingaPress conference at the end
ofa Plenary session at the St John Vianne
Seminary in Walerk]oof. Pretoria yaster.
day, SACRC president Bishop Wilfreq .
Napier saiq the viojence SWeeping the
country was nejther fandom nor spontape.
ous, It seemed well co-grq;j naled, he said.

s\ g



By Carina le Grange

The South African Catho-
lic Bishops Conference
(SACBC) yesterday pro-
posed the formation of a
| Codesa-like consultation
to develop a new “sound
economic policy”.
The proposal was made in
a pastoral letter, “A Call to
Build a New South Africa”,
| which appeals to the Catholic
community to take part in
and work for the establish-
ment of a democratic society.

‘ Thrash out

The SACBC suggested that
the Government, the business
community, trade unions, and
the development and small
business sectors attend the
consultation to “thrash out a
new ‘¥gconomic system —
what “we. have now doesn’t
work Bty oy

The ipajtoral leiter was re-
leased at a press conference
in Pretoria following the clo-

3>°[IHL

sure of the annual plemary
session.

It will be read in all Catho-
lic churches during Lent
{which begins on Ash Wednes-
day (March 11). .

The letter stressed the need
for 2 new democrafic ovder,
saying that democracy Oh its
own could not solve all the
country’s problems.

“We also need economic
justice, a fair distribution of
the wealth of the country
among all its people.

“We have a society in
which there is a sinful differ-
ence between the very rich
and the very poor.

“Less than 5 percent of the
population own 88 percent of
the personal wealth of the
country.

About 6million people —
beiween 25 percent  and
40 percent of those able and
willing to work — are unem-
ployed and only 12 percent of
school-leavers are likely to
find; jobs, .

“Ope "million people are
homeless and 7 million live in
squatter camps,” the SACBEC

said. Q;%
Archbishop Denis Hurley
said people would say the
church had tackled political
issues in the letter — but the
church believed politics de-
pended on moral standards.
«Transformation can only
succeed if certain moral stan-
dards are supported and
maintained,” he added.
Intended to be the basis of
discussion, the pastoral letter
also expressed thanks for the
National Peace  Accord
adopted in September and the
formation of Codesa.

Tolerance

It further emphasised the

need for democracy and tol-

erance and proposed a code
of conduct with regard to pol-
ities for Christian communi-
ties.

@ Statistics quoted were pro-
vided by Stellenbosch Univer-
sity, Professor Francis Wil-
son of the University of Cape
Town, the South African In-
stitute of Race Relations and
the Land Committee.

C——

‘Archblshop Denis Hurley ..

politics depends on moral
standards.
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[ Religiou

‘ '.‘Sfaff Réﬁorter

%)

1l

groups plan

‘own charter.
DSt 3197

e ! S
Conicerned about being ‘left out -
when the new constitution is
drafted, religious: groups, are.
preparing. to draft a Charter on
Religious Freedom. L
Febiiiary+23 ‘sees’ thé begin-
ning of the;process. to draft. a
national, Charter on, Religious
Freedom at‘the Transvaal Col-
+lege of;Eduéation in Laudium,
Pretoria.. The: workshop is ex-
" pectedito be’attended by:about
- 100 ﬁgbresé’ﬁtétiﬁgs,jfmrﬁ‘ the
Hindu;, Muslim, Buddhist/Jew- |,
ish, Chrjstian and .othervreli-
“gious faiths,... . . TR
" Workshop plarining” cq;nmi,t-‘ .
tée chairman Professor;, Klip-.

 pies Kritzinger said various re- .
‘.hgiou_s::"qo‘rr!nmun_itie‘s‘,which at |
‘tended:a conference on Religion -|

and Stgtg;Rglatidns',last_rgecem'-', N
. her, mandated the World Con-
ferente ‘on-Religion and' Peace

v Sonth-Africa (WCRP).to pro-

‘|" “duce the’charter. " .

~- Religiops communities :can-

. not ledve itup to the drafters of

" a new constitution to formulate

clauses’, on' réligious freedom,
said Professor Kritzinger..

The charter aims to:
@ Infliiencé the ‘way clauses on
religious freedom are intiuded

| -in theinew; constitution.

|

. @ Engage- religious communi- |
ties int ‘debate about the impli-

, cations; of religious freedom .in

South’Africa. .. i

® Givé all'members of different
faithsthe’ opportunity 1o shape
 the future constitution. % : -
@ Spell out how religious groups
woul:(.iglxn‘%efll‘a;tg to the sfate and to -

. one angther.

. @ Inject a lite of affifming ‘spir-
jtuality 'into the ‘South” African -
value system. " - B

C— = P - —
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EIGHTY-EIGHT per-
cent of South Africa’s
wealth was designed to
be enjoyed by only five
percent of its popula-
tion, SA Council of
Churches general sec-
retary the Rev Frank
Chikane said.

©pening a church con-
ference at Broederstroom
on Monday night, Chikane
said apartheid entailed
“gross mismanagement of
the economy™’.

“It is also a fact that suc-
cessive apartheid govemn-
ments have guided this
country on faully and ill-
conceived macro-eco-
nomic principles,’” he said.

He blamed the country’s
present economic position

ercent,

\L\z_ ‘\L

l 'I'he introduction of the
homeland system “with its
duai economic contradic-
tions of a racist migratory
system and the multiplica-
tion of structures of public
administration leaving
South Africa with 14 edu-
cation ministries’’; and

Monopoly

W Massive subsidies given
to white farmers “who
command a politically de-
termined monopoly over
agricultural production™.
“Sanctions cannot be
blamed as the primary
source of the poverty of our
people and South Africa’s
structural economic ills.”
The country’s salvation,
however, did not lie “inan

uncritical and undemo-
cratic sobjection to IMF
and World Bank policies
which caused misery in |
Third World countries™. |

Addressing a four-day |
consultative conference
expected 1o come out with
an authoritative code of in-
vestment for foreign com-
panies, Chikane said pres-
sure had to be maintained
on South Africa until there
was “‘an acceptable formof
transitional arrangement’
to replace the current Gov-
emment.

The conference has been |
convenedby the SACC, the
Southern African Catholic
Bishops Conference, the
Institute for Contextual
Theology and the Kagiso
Trust.
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ﬁmUZMMU>m‘ morning in Cross-
-2;roads saw an umusual sight — a
»:Catholic priest, a nun and members of
-+ their congregation tearing down their
¢ church to erect it somewhere else.
‘What made the scenario even more
T, intriguing was the fact that this is not
b5 the first time the church was moved
w. it hias -changed location three times
i-in the past and another move is immi-
r nent.
% The Crossroads Catholic Church,
3 s&_n: has suffered violence, firc and
3 flood, is now the Jatest victim of forced
m mumaoﬁw in the squatter camp.
& The.Crossroads Town Commitee
£ AOH.OV :gave the church notice to va-
a% gte 4t§ site last year to make way for
,,%mnma_bm and developing the area.
_@ Crossroads® parish priest, Father

an and take it to the new premises.

-2 On Wednesday morning he was on

scene, loading chairs and boxes

;and: mnuﬂn:u, supervising people dis-

WW,BEH_EM the wooden poles and iron

:sheéts which form the structure om the
church.

“Although this is an unfortunate in-
cident, we are moving 40_—58_._@. as
we do net want to stand in the way of
development,” said Father Curran.

“At our request the town council de-
layed the removal until after Christ-
mas last year.

“According to the lease agreement
between the Roman Catholic
Churchand the local mnﬁom? we were

entitled to six months’ nonnn before

vacating the 63358 38

“We then sought Hnm& mmSon and
our lawyers said we were entitled to
remain on the premises.

“They advised us to seek a court in-
terdict on the matter, but we decided
against legal action as it was too ex-
pensive.”

Father Curran said the church was
established in 1981 when they pur-
chased a concrete building in the
squatter camp.

In 1987 the church was destroyed in
a fire, and a wood and iren structure
was built to replace it.

This week was not the first time the
church was moved — it had to be
shifted to a higher site when it was
flooded; Oﬂ,m% during a heavy winter

=

“This church has played a very im-

%oamm&m% % rch to be ms.:ma *2 3::: time & .

R
o
L

Father Desmond Curran

portant role in combatting violence in
the area,” said Father Curran.

“We have been able to bring many
peaple to the church, where peace and
justice prevail.”

One of the demolishers, Mr Sam
Ndima, a member of the Crossroads
Residents’ Commiiitee, said he was not
there to“demolish the. church on the
instructions of the CTC, but because

rainfall. .7 residentsthad-decided to move the

church.

-ﬂ.n

Church members at the scene on
Wednesday moming expressed sadness
at the destruction of the church.

“I am very sad about what is happen-
ing as the building will now be erected
for the fourth time,” said Mr Ceries
Dyantyi. >

“Thisis very inconvenient for church
members as they now have to walk
Jong distances 1o reach their church,
“It is a very sad EEm to-take the

“church away.”,

-"Mr Petros ?—cdmo a church Bon_cnn
who has been involved in ume_&um,
the church before, said: “I have strug?
gled to build this church many times
and for many years,

“Now that it has been demolished,
T’ll have no altemative but to erect the
building again.”

However, it already appears the
church will have to be moved for the
fifth time. The site the CTC has allo-
cated for it— in Lower O_dmm_d,mmm
is available only until a umﬂﬁ:muﬁ
suitable site becomes available. %57,

A charity organisation, Mfesane, w»m o
allowed the church to use its vnmaumnm

" for services this Sunday. - -

m..wnumwOEﬂEa is oodmmnnn Eu people
would have rebuilt the QEEFE time
for the following week’s services.
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'Council of Churches gen-
-eral:secretary Dr’Frank':
! "Chikane said in Broeder-
stroom yesterday. .’
- He said the time to Jift,
-economic ' | sanctions’

.would come only ‘when |

b~ South:" Africans ; had
‘been - given’ *,gnaximum.-
‘participation in decision-;,

making on mattérs af-. |-

- fecting the country .and-
. their future, . ... -

ing 4t a press conferénce’

‘conduct with regard to
, investment .was .} ap-/
rpunced after a four-day
?pnsultative conference.

4, i
v Influence.

. The title of the cgde i
“Towards a Coderof In-
vestment: Ethics' - for

tional Economic Rela-
tions”. - & . '
\organised;.-';'iﬁiﬁﬂjr by, the
‘SACC, the! Sqﬂp African
“Catholic-Bishops Confer-.
jence, the”.Institute for
‘Contextual Theology and:
the Kagiso, Trust.«~ * ™!
. Theproposed cdde:of -
conduct would not:be an
economic policy.-
ment, howeyer,.:.;bu
‘would “influence’\ and
-complement” "1 Govern-
;ment  actions and’ dom- -
| “éstic and foreign com-
panies after sanctions
were lifted. SR
* Initial suggestions, in- -
.clude provision for: the
‘moniforing of Such a
¢ode.’ .
.-, 'The document empha- .
sises ' social and motal

_be regarded with-caution

"dfaw wealth-out of the:

.1~Pr Chikane was speak- .|,

South Africa’s Interna- |

"The consnitation was .|

CRSER T RPN B
‘Foreign - companies ;and,’ |..:
‘banks that thought of in*"|
i'vesting in South Africal:
‘riow. were allies of.the.:|™"
.-oppressor, South African .|...
iy

at which a draft'code of '’

obligations and says'for- |’
eign, investment  shauld" |

‘since-it” “tendsgto iwith |

S e —
a

| ] Adyance,
uidelines include syg.
gestions for affirmaf;?vge
action to advance the po-
Sition of black people, .
and women in partieyjar.
as well as to redresg the
urhan/rura| imbalance
No date has been set
, for the formalisation of
! Such a code. This could
be done only after wider
Consultation with ] the
Anterested parties.
More immediately a
call was made on ’the
church to_establish apn
€cumenical task force on
économic matters,
... The corporate comimny-
Nity was urged to take
part in the transformg-
tion of South Africa by
adhering to ethical codes
of ,ﬁ(':zond“uct. in keepin
w1t1 "the Dbriorities of the

o
¥
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NEWS/ NEWS SERVICE

By Hugh -.nmm
Star Bureau

WASHINGTON — A
clash over policy on
South Africa threa-
tens to divide the
5,2 million members
of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of
America -and the
42000 clergy and of-
fice bearers who de-
pend on its huge pen-
sion fund.

A legal challenge to
the church’'s official
“socio-political invest-
ment strategies” has
been launched by three
of the denomination’s
clergy, who allege that
the church’s pension
fund, now valued at $2,1-
billion (about Ré,2-
billion), would have been
worth at least 10 percent
more if there had not
been a ban on investing
in companies that do
business in, or with,
South Africa.

The Reverend Thomas
Basich, his son the Rev-
erend Matthew Basich,
both of Minneapolis, and
the Reverend Judith
Boal of Pennsylvania,
also accuse the church of
blacklisting companies
on the grounds of their
records in labour rela-
tions and environmental

- conservation. This, they
. argue, should not be the

basis for militant action
by the church or its pen-
sion fund,

In a brief court action
last week, a judge ruled
the three clergy could
not claim to represent
all members of the pen-
sion fund. But rather
than accept this ruling,

/-the three have launched
ah appeal to members of
the chureh for support.

The result, their law-
yers say, has been an en-
thusiastic response from
hundreds of church
members in 23 states and
a growing movement to
challenge the church’s
policy.

“The battle has just
begun,” one lawyer said

The three clergy stress
that while they might
personally support some
of the political objectives
behifid the church’s in-

" vestment policies, they
refute the church’s right
to conduct militant ac-
tion of this nature, and
challenge the right to use
the pension fund for this
purpose.

Lawyers say they are
likely to make a new
court bid to challenge
the church’s policy in the
next few months and
that the response to the
campaign has been
“most encouraging - in
fact surprising.”

US church row over policy on SA

oy
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A Mickey Mouse affair . . . Disney characters Mickey and Minnie with Lord King, chairman of
British >m2<m<m.. at Heathrow Airport this week. The Concorde behind them has been adorned
with a giant pair of Mickey Mouse ears to mark the decision to make BA the preferred aitline
of Euro Disney now under construction near Paris. Picture: AFP
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By PAT SIDLEY T
THE Dutch Reformed Church, often
dubbed “the National Party at prayer”, will
not be advising its congregants to vote for
President FW de Klerk. It will not tel}
them which way to vote at afl.

It will, however, urge them to partici-
pate in the election, according to DRC
assessor Professor Johan Heyns, whose
church has a substantial number“of
Conservative Party members among its
ranks, including CP leader Andries
Treurnicht. '

“I don’t think it is the task of the church
to state explicitly how people should vote,
but it is our task to try to urge them to pat-
ticipate in the voting,” Heyns said.

The president of the Southern African
Cathotic Bishops Conference (SACBC),
Bishop Wiifred Napier of Kokstad, and
his bishops have urged parishioners to par-
ticipate and vote yes.

A yes vote was a clear apology for
apartheid and would indicate a desire for

d Vie\ws from th
-shla

-
peaceful, if difficult negotiations, a state-
ment from the SACBC said. Napier said a
church needed to give moral and ethical
direction in an issue like this.

The South African Council of Churches
(SACC) has, however, decided to stay
quiet on the issue — for the time being at
least.

In a statement it expressed concer that
the calling of the referendum would add to
insecurity and instability of society and
that it could lead to a delay in the nepotiat-
ing process “at best — and a full racial
conflict, even civil war, at worst”,

SACC general secrectary Reverend
Frank Chikane stressed that while De
Klerk had a right to consult his constituen-
cy, this should not be construed as mean-
ing that he approved of a racial referen-
dum.

Chikane and the Anglican Bishop of
Johannesburg, Duncan Buchanan, pointed-
out that until a new constitution was in
place, all those statutes removed from the

k mu%bﬂ put back.

However, he and many of his priests in
white parishes will be urging voters to vote
yes. “It"s a hotror to have a white referen-
dum which looks and feels like it is a white
veto... but we have to vote yes.

“If somebody steers a boat on to the
rocks and it starts sinking, you do not ask
too many question at that point. You
refloat the boat and then sink the captain,”
he said.

South Africa’s Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris
said that the South Aftican Jewish Board
of Deputies would call on all South
Africans with a vote — not only the
Jewish community — to vote yes in the
referendum, and he would bé urging all
the Orthodox rabbis to deliver this mes-
sage in synagogues during the runup to the
poll.
“More important than South Africa

“winning the World Cricket Cup is that we

win the approval of the world fora demo-
cratic South Africa,” he said.
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Buthelezi see’ks Cill‘lstlall Codesa

Own Correspondent

DURBAN — A call for a

Codesa-type  Christian
exercise to  enable
churches to agonise

about what they should
be doing to bring about
the new South Africa
was made yesterday by
the Chief Minister of
KwaZulu, Mangosuthu
Buthelezi,

“We have a very sub-
stantial exercise taking
place in the form of the
Convention for a Dermo-
cratic  South  Africa,
where 20 different politi-
cal parties are grappling
with the problems of
what kind of seciety we
need and how we should
get there,” He said,

Why was there not a
Christian Codesa for the

new South Africa, he
asked.

making the main address
at the 19th KwaZulu Leg-
islative Assembly prayer
breakfast in a central
Durban hotel attended
by hundreds of business-
men, political leaders,
KwaZulu representa-
tives, churchmen and
diplomatic representa-
tives in Durban. The
theme of the prayer

breakfast was * in
our land back”.
“Right now, if our Tand

were returned to us in all
its fullness, I wonder
whether we would know
what to do with it? How
do we cope with the
vastness of the poverty
problem in South Africa?

Chief Buthelezi W""ag

“How do we grappie
with the problems which
arise out of black com-
munities which are torn
apart by violence and
are now characier;sed
by a cult of intolerance?

“T ask these questions
because unless we have
answers to them we will
not be able to recejve
our land back from
apartheid and from bad
politics.

“These are questions
which legal parties can-
not answer on their own.
The State cannot direct
answers to them.

“The Church needs to
discover the answers
with the State and politi-
cal parties as it ponders
on the meaning of the
Cross for South Africa
today,” the chief said.

i
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PORT ELIZABETH — Presi-
dent de Klerk sternly repri-
manded Conservative Party
leader Dr Andries Treurnicht
last night for dragging religion
into politics,

Mr de Klerk said that as for-
mer editor of the NG Kerk’s
Die Kerkbode, Dr Treurnicht
had “dragged many a contro-
versy into his church. He
mustn’t drag them into politics
now”.

Mr de Klerk deviated from
his  standard ‘referendum
speech to address an issue
which he said had already been
raised in the Potchefstroom by-
election campaign.

“I am speaking of attempts
and strategies to drag religion
into politics.

“In Potchefstroom there
were already some noises
about the way in which Codesa
was opened and that we (the
NP Government) believed in
many gods, and this has be-

qrf’

::,

1cs<—9 De Klerk

swr 1 3[
come a central theme of the P
attack on us.”

Dr Treurnicht had also
walked out of a church last
Sunday.

Now there gossip was circu-
lating “for instance that we
pray only to almighty God be-
cause we no longer believe in
the Trinity”.

The CP was clearly trying to
make a case that those Chris-
tians in the NP, or who sup-
perted it, were not {rue Chris-
tians.

Controversy

“I say, and all Christians say
with me, that we take excep-
tion to these tactics. Dr Treur-
nicht took many a controversy
into his church when he was the
editor of Die Kerbode. He
musn't now drag these into pol-
ities.”

Mr de Klerk said he was an
ordinary member of a Protes-
tant church and believed in all

the basic confessions.

“Even though I am a eracked
vessel, my colleagues and I try
our best to present everything
that we do to the revealing

. light of God.

“Dr Treurnicht has dragged
this matter in by the hair,

“I want to say tonight that
when it was decided how Code-
sa was to be opened, we and
others with us were a little un-
comfortable and felt a little
strange.

“As there was some polemic
about it, we should periaps do
it differently in future. But that
is ne reason to vote ne’.

“Come let us as Christians at
least find unity around our
Christianity, but don’t allow
polltlcs to put pressure on that
unity.”

This remark was met with
loud applause and calls of
“Amen!” from the audience of
1000, — Sapa.

(Report by Pierre Claassen, Press Gallery, Par-
liament.)
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OUT IN THE COLD ... Priest
(from left) Terence Venfolo

s demoted by the Old Apostolic. Church for making allégations of racism, nepotism and corruptis n.the church are
y» Dean Kazi and Welco

., N -

7t

me Matinl. Daniel Ngwenya and Sipho Halam are at'the back. - - -

3 e

B Pic:ANDRIES MCINEKA

‘Old

g ey Pies e 243
denies racist
By MONWABISI NOMADOLO /5%, the whites-ory. den’OldiApe:
THE Old Apastolic Church of Africa’s

view of the governmérit's’
Africa policy, Kleynhans said .
management committee has rejected mgmbers say
accusations ‘of. racism,. nepotism and . '

Ummwzsnonﬂ church iem
y some.-members of the Apostalate, the
,w_.@...,mﬂw ruling +bedy, had _inlierited
itheir, positions from their'white fathers,
Kleynhans . conifirmed., that - there |
- Were'two Aposties” who “had “stepped

“into"their fathers’ shoes, buat he said

‘corruption fade.by soime black church
members., >, - % Tt
Spokesmanfor the ix-million merm-
ber church;”HJ: Kiéynhans, said the %}
allegations were"false and ‘misleading.
. Asked if the church was prepared to  they were given the positionis because
continue with, apartheid, he:'said ‘the * “of. their qualities. There was a black
church was apolitical, -adding. that.its, "7 man in the seven-member Apostolate
duty “was .to preach: the“Gospel -of
Jesus ‘Christ”, .= . - - -7 . Mozambique,
- Dismissing allegations that blacks .; - -Kleynhans said church decisions
were not allowed in white churches, he  weré faken collectively, not by whites.
said &wwoumﬁmww.w.mm language and cul- only. ;
ture were .mm.wmwﬁ:ﬁo._,.ooumaonmmoz... Allegations of sfinancial irregulari-;
coupled with the fact that there were ~ 'ties were also untrue, he added. Fi- -
few big venues to hold joint'services.  nances were controlled by the 30-man
“Something was- gi.mr. done” about™ *:" District Financial Committee.

-1 __

- i —

<
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in*the region — Apostle Masinga of
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| Buthelezi's ‘Church Codesa’ bid ..;
SOUTH. Africa . néeds:, an' all-coigregational

| national church conférence  some kind of “Chris- i
tian Codesa”, says IFP leader Mangosuthu Buthe-~ w!
lezi - AP BLBLEL

Buthelezi told:a KwaZulu legislative Assembly "

prayer breakfagfin Durban that the Church could

play a pivotal 1ole to bring reconciliation-hetween
opposing political groups. - il
" He added proponents of liberation theotogy who

drew up the Kairos document had been “harshly
-wrongin siding with- political parties and-organisa~"-;
i+ tions which'clustered around what was then Uiit-
. ed Democratic Front' tactics and strategies™. - )

vy
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eligious leaders
of ‘disaster’co

A%
\ oot “\3\0\-""
®By Carina le Grange The Reverend Ray McCauley, Some of them do something
—-—— Bishop Wilfred Napier of the SA  Wrong
Catholic Bishops Conference «It has been accepted world-

RRE: R

Religious leaders represent- and Shaykh Nazeem Mo- wide that character does not
ing millions ‘have appealed hammed of the Muslim Judicial depend on race or 0B ethnic ori-
to South Africans to drop ra-  Council also signed the appeal. gin generally, yet to0 many of

Gial prejudices which “cause “In a time when crucial decl- our fellow citizens attack peo-
- | ‘gnfold harm and hurt, death  sions have to be made, we wish  Ple simply because they are
to issue the following urgent ap- different’. This must stop.”

5. x b3 ]
e;??q disaster”. peal to all the people of South The staternent continued that
1z In @ joint appeal issued in Jo-  Africa, whatever thelr Janguage i South Africars could not live
hannesburg, the multi-faith  or colour, gender or religion or together as brothers and sisters,
wBLoup of religious leaders political opinion,” the statement  all would “perish together as
warned South Africans would  said. fools”.

gt i e s
s

-tuperish together as fools” uniess @ The Ned Geref Kerk, which
they abandoned prejudices. Suffered has had a high-profile role in
smThe signatories to the call for matters such as the Peace Con-
adgace and harmony range from e s vention, was conspicuously ab-
qJewish leaders Chief Rabbi It is clear to us that outdat-  sent from the signatories.

wayril Harris and Dr Franz ed prejudices, based on race, When approached for com-
, Auerbach to the Rey Paul Mak-  are causing untold harm and [ment on this last weelk, ecumen-
JhuBu of the Councl of N irican  hurt, death and disaster & our  ical executive officer Professor
oJhdependent Churches and Sath- land. We therefore stress that  Piet Meiring said the NGK “had
b5 Pillay of the South African all our religious traditions noted with appreciation the ini

]

'.'Zﬂﬁmil Federation. teach us to love our neighbour tiative”.

= others include Dr Khoza and to respect the dignity of In the light of synodical deci-
Mgojo and Dr Frank Chikane of  €very hurnan being. o gion whieh already existed on
vige South African Council of «Byery ‘group’ of people In the issues touched upon by the

Churches, PV Lakhani of the South Africa has in the past suf-  broad multi-faith religious lead-
SA Hindu Maha Sabha and Dr fered from the mistaken belief  ers, the NGK did not consider it
Gerrie Lubbe of the multi-faith  that when it it comes to ‘other’  necessary to become part of a
%ﬁﬂy, the World Conference on people, we blame all members  further statement, Professor
Religion and Peace. of that particular group when  Meiring said:

L . .
f ' BN VERR . - |

S
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to vote ‘no’ B

ABLACK church leader who con-
gratulated the Conservative Party
on its by-election win in
Potchefstroom has now called on
whites to vote “ne” in Tuesday’s
referendum.

Bishop Isaac Mokoena, leader of the
Reforined IndependenlChurches Associa-
uon, .yesterday became the first biack to
publlcly endorse . the right wing's cam-
1 paign ‘against: President FW de Klerk's
reforms. ™

Mokoena said although blacks were not
taking partih the referendum, he was con-
cerned abont the future of the churchunder
an ANC/SACP government.

“We feel (hreatencd that the word of
God will haye no place in thelr govern-
ment,” he said.

Mokoena, claims Lo represent four mil-
lig peoplc Buttheologians havcdlspuled
(e claim in the pasL.

Hc said another reason [or the

u n

MR T
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hites.

vote call was that the majority of blacks
were not represented in Codesa and that
those who participated were *“pro-SACP".

He dénied that he was supporting a party
which would bring back apartheid, saying:
“(CP leader) Dr Treurnichl has said he
would not bring apartheid back. I believe
they would be forced to build on what
(President) De Klerk has done.”

Treurnicht said in Durban Mokoena and
“more than four million black moderate
Christians’’, were wilness to the accepl-
ance ameng other nations of the CP's idea
of sell-delermination.

Treurnicht read from a letter Mokoena
had sent him which said: “We look for-
ward to you and the CP winning the De
Klerk referendum because we are very
concerned that our survival and the future
prosperily of South Africa and its people
lies absolutely in the hands of your leader-
ship and that of your party.”

(Reportby Cle Grange, 47SauerStreet
Johannesburg)
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THIRTEEN different religious denominations have
combined- to - form: the* Churches™ ‘Committee on'
Value Added Tax-and have drawn up-a declaration
on'the injustice 'of the-tax’ -~ R A T
- ‘They'dre to embark on a c¢ampaign in the éity next
week to convince the public that VAT on basie fopds‘

AV
] 1, K

and ‘health edre for: the*poor is_iminorals ., -

* “Depending on the goverhment’s' reaction, to our
campaign we might.have to deliver olir demands in
person to Mr Barend du’ Plessis”'said Ms Leslie
Liddpll;‘;(:‘f)‘mmi't'teéxco-ordin_ator"g.-L R R
¢ The declaration 'demands that the ‘government:”
. '@Abandons its threat to terminate,"on Mareh 31,
the'zero-rating of the few foods that are tax exempt.

“, @Extends the.list of tax-exempt food.

7. @ Exempts all‘health .caré for the:poor. -

The 'declaration has-heen ‘signed by prominent
church leaderis),g'.,i_l;cluding Archbishop Desmond
Tuty, and has

een endorsed by the Western Pro-

vince Council of Churches as well as‘many.indepen-
dent churches and organisations, é&)@)
L . . r - 1 [y
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DURBAN — Anglican Bishop

Michael Nuttall of Natal says
 that to vote “no” in the refer-
| endum is morally unacceptable.

And the Catholic Bishops’
Conference has told members
that voting “no” was “choosing
conflict and bloodshed”.

And the interdenominational
Natal Church Leaders Group
said a “yes” vote was essential
for a just and peaceful future.

Bishop Nuttall said it might
surprise some that they were
not being told it was a decision

s 4
T

‘No’ morally gﬁ%cé%mﬂg@bismp

for individual voters, but the
referendurn’ was a fundamental

. .choice -between two different

directions for SA society.
Referring to whether church
halls would be made available
to political parties, he said: “It
seems acceptable that those
campaigning for a ‘yes’ vote
should be given access ... and
unacteptable that those cam-
paigning for a ‘no’ vote should
be given such access”.
(Re%(;rt by T McElligott, 18 Osborne Street,
Durben)
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Black ch
By Carina le Grang: 28

A black church leader who con-
! gratulated the Conservative

Party on its by-election win in .

Potehefstroom has now called
on whites to vote “no” in Tues-
day’s vital reform referendum.
The head of an umbrella'pr-
| ganisation of African churcr@s,
Bishop Isaac Mokoena yester-
day became the first black lead-
er publicly to endorse the right
wing’s campaign against Presi-
dent de Klerk’s reforms,
Bishop Mokoena told The
Star yesterday that although
blacks were not participants in

the referendum, he was con- .

cerned about the future of the
church in South Africa under a
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“hand-in-glove ANC and South
African Communist Party gov-
ernment”.

“We feel threatened that the
word of God will have no place
in their government,” he said.

Bishop Mokoena claims to
represent 4 million people in the
Reformed Independent Church-
es’ Association. However, theo-
logians not aligned to any spe-
cific church, but engaged in re-
search on religion in South Afri-
ca have, in the past, disputed
the claim, '

Bishop Mokoena said another
reason for the “no” vote call
was that the majority of black
people was not represented by
Codesa and that those who were

. CRTTERATpRCCTT TR pr

head calls for ‘no’ vote

participants in Codesa were
“pro-SACP”,

He depied that he was sup-
porting a party which would
bring back apartheid if it won a
general election, saying: “Dr
Treurnicht has said he would
not bring apartheid back.

“I believe they, would be
forced to build on what Presi-
dent de Klerk has done” he
said.

Dr Treurnicht said in Durban
this week Bishop Mokoena and
“more than 4million black
moderate Christians” were wit-
ness to the acceptance among
other nations of the CP’s idea of

self-determination,
(Regort by C le Grange, 47 Saner Street, Johan-
nesburg)
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EAN LE MAY
Weekend Argus Reporter

LEADING churchmen in
the Western Province have
launched a campaign to get
. rid of VAT on basic food
‘and health-care, including
. medicines.

i ANC leader Nelson Mandela
“will be ‘the keynote speaker at
a church service in Cape Town
next Friday which will wind
‘up the week-long campaign.

- «VAT may be a better sys-
{ tem of taxation than GST, but
|.as applied in South Africa it
7adds'to-the already heavy eco-
nomic’ burdeniof the poor,”
said the newly founded

%

yesterday.
“Instead of being graded to
make the poor pay less and

light the position of poorly-

" monthly income on food.
-+ Weekend Argus, in an

‘Churches Committee on VAT .

Churches join pro
VAT and p

least R99 excluding meat, veg-
etables and transport.

A CPA health worker who
asked not to be identified told
Weekend Argus that the effect
of rising food prices was be-
coming more evident every
day, with children and adults
displaying signs of clinical
malnutrition. T
. The ANC’s Western Cape”
chairman Dr Allan Boesak

. said in a statement that “be-
“fore the introduction of VAT

.ﬁmanwnoamammgmgamu_
established with the help of lastyear the ANC warned that

the Labour Research Centrs, = the introduction of aipther
that' the average minifin’ form of indirect taxation with

L a

" out adequate measuge:
ries of workers in the Péninsu- O

the rich more, it shifts part of
the burden of taxation away
from the bosses onto the shoul-
ders of the working class.”
The campaign, which was
planned to coincide with next
week's budget, hopes to high-

paid workers in the Peninsula
who are forced to spend more
than 70 percent of their

at-

weekly. ‘wage “of nine’categé~ . T
kly. wage “of: nifle_catego- coimnter poverty would.be;
{49, irresponsible and unju

la was a mere R149. :
From another source it Church leaders yesterday
found that a 24-item weekly launched the campaign, which
mmmzvvcuﬁm_ne=m>=m_momu.

“shopping basket” to cater for
a family of four would cost at Catholic, Presbyterian, Meth-

1 (2

verty

W e L

tests.

odist, Lutheran, Moravian and
Dutch Reformed Mission
Churches.

‘It will include participation
in the planned Cosatu march
on Parliament on budget day
and pickets at the cathedral
and in St George’s:Mall.

The Western’'Province Coun-
cil of Churches said that the
' government, by imposing VAT
unilaterally, was acting “in
bad faith, intent on political
deceit and trickery”. _

In a “Declaration on the In-
-justice of VAT” the WPCC

"said that taXation without rep-

sseijtation Was a denial of a
asic uﬂ:ﬁuﬁm.ﬂoﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁmﬁ.

e R L "

“The imposition of VAT on~

all foods and 6rn health care

are examples of uncaring and

»

oppressive taxation.

[s



Churches bid

Staff Reporter

A CAMPAIGN to urge the
government not to impose
VAT on staple foodstuffs for
the very poor was launched
by Western Cape church
leaders at St George’s Cathe-
dral yesterday.

Milk, beans, lentils, canned pil-
chards, mielies and samp are
zero-rated for VAT at present but
the government has said it in-
tends imposing the tax on all
foodstuffs except maize meal and
brown bread from April 1.

Tax on basic foods and health
care “would be fatal” for many of
the poor, said the Right Reverend
Martin Lund, moderator of the
Presbyterian Church.

Mr Lund read a statement by
the Churches’ Committee, which
includes leaders from the Roman
Catholie, Anglican, Methodjst,
Lutheran, Presbyterian, Congre-
gational, Moravian and Dutch Re-
formed Mission Churches.

*We do not dispute the fact that
in general VAT may be a better
system of taxation than GST,” Mr
Lund said. “Our concern, how-

to stop VAT

Py
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The ANC in the Western Cape
welcomed the initiative of the
Churches’ Committee on VAT and
joined in their demands that zero-
ratings on food be extended and
that health care for the poor
should be tax exempt.

“YAT was introduced without
proper consultation or mnegotia-
tion and imposed on an economic
system badly in need of restruc-
turing and regeneration,” ANC
Western Cape chairman, Dr Allan
Boesak, said in a statement.

“¥VAT, indeed, is further proof
that this government is unfit and

incompetent to rule South
Africa.”

He said the government had im-
posed the burden of administer-
ing VAT on the small business
sector “which has playved an ex-
tremely important role in the re-
generation of economiec activity
and the provision of employment
all over the world”.

What was needed in South
Africa was a transition to a seciety
based on democratic process.

“Only in this way can we begin
seriously to meet the need for
participative economic restrue-
turing,” Dr Beesak said. — Sapa

ever, is that VAT as applied in
South Africa adds to the already
heavy economic burden on the
pOooT,

“Instead of being graded to
make the poor pay less and the
rich more, it shifts part of the
burden of taxation away from the
bosses onto the shoulders of the
working class.”

ANC president Mr Nelson Man-

dela has accepted the Churches’
Committee’s invitation to speak
at a lunchtime inter-faith service '
in the Metropolitan Methodist
Chureh on Friday.

The church leaders called on
the state to “tax the poor fairly”
instead of increasing their de-
pendency on charity and “there-
bly maintaining a sub-economic
class”. ,




By KURT SWART

AN inter-denomination-
al committee of
churches opposing the
reimposition of Value
Added Tax on basic
foods started a “"Don't
Crucify the Poor” cam-
paign this week,

The campaign was
launched at St George's
Cathedral on Friday with
a press conference and a
placard picket on the

steps. fg’,g»ﬁ 1
Other actions will include
a picket focusing on mothers
and children tomorrow and
another focusing on pen-
stoners on Thursday.

The church leaders will
participate in the Cosa-
twANC “People’s Budget”
march from the Grand
Parade on Wednesday and
the campaign will draw to a
close next Friday with an
Ecumenical service at the
Methodist Church on Green-
market Square.

ANC president Mr Nelson
Mandela is scheduled to
speak at the service.

The campaign aims to
arouse public conscious-
ness to the “injustice of VAT
in terms of what its applica-
tion fo basic foods and
health care will mean for
the poor”.

The commitee said Chris-
tians in the Western Cape

! had formed the Churches'

Committee on VAT and had
drawn up a declaration of
eoncern for the poor and
needy. Chureh leaders had
signed the declaration on
behalf of their churches and
large numbers of ordinary
church members had also
signed it.

Threat

The declaration included
specific demands that the
government abandon its
threat to terminate on
March 31 the zero-rating on
the few foods that were
presently tax-exempt, ex-
tend the list of tax-exempt
foods and totally exempt
from taxation all health
care for the poor.

Said the committee: “We
do not dispute that in
general VAT may be a
petter system than GST. Qur
concern, however, is that
VAT as applied in South
Africa adds to the already
heavy ecenomic burden on
the poor.

“Instead of being graded
to make the poor pay less
and the rich more, it shifts
part of the burden of tax-
ation onto the shoulders of
the working class.” .

if the church campaign
was ignored by the govern-
ment, the state would be
“platantly choosing to tram-
ple the heads of the poor
into the dust”

The imposition of VAT on
basic foods and health care
would be “fatal” for many of
the poor.

According to the Labour
Research Centre at least
16 300 000 people in South
Africa were living below the
breadline and in need of fi-
nancial help to survive.

The government had set
aside R200 millicn for pov-
erty relief programmes but
this would have little effeet
as the amount worked out at

only R2.25 a person.
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THE‘ gcan Spmtual Churches Assocla-'
tion. has .blasted _Bishop. Isaac Mokoend,
hedd: o,f an umbrella orgamsauon of inde- -

pendent churches, for claiming to-be a

Jeaderof thema onty of black Ghnsnansm -

this couniry.
Mokoena raised the ire of black e0lo~
gians when he became the first black leader
to publicly endorse the Conservative Par-
1y s “no’* vote campaign.
. Mokoena, head of the Reformed Inde-
pendent Churches Association, congratu-

~lated .the..CP on its by-election win in’
P S

Fatroom and ca]led onwhites to vote

3 L affilliate of the Federal Council of African

lw o -x,lg &

d

.i
3 EEY iy

By RUTH BHENGU ) ,

“0°" in tomorrow’s vitalr referen-'{-
dum,. = 2%
The general secxe e ASA, an

Indigenous Churches, Archbishop NH
Ngada, said theologians were “annoyed by
the continued lie of the four million
Mokoena followers’’.

“As {faras weknow, RICAexistsonlyin ||
name, and we again challenge Mokoena to
prove its existence and the four and haif
million members*’, he said.
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€ivil war is'a real possibility; says SACC
rTHE SA Council ; of Churches 'yesterday - The SACC said it was alarmed at the use
warned of ejyil war if whites voted “no” in . of the scare of commun m by propo
;‘{I‘ilesdays’s-re'feréhd_\i'ni’,x; P L a “no’ yote. % Y

© A ‘no’ vote will mean the majority of * “What these speakers actually are say-
. swhite South Africans are racists ... Civil  ingis that movement away from apartheid

war could well be the ft’s ltof a m0'  and towards a democgati is an anti-
‘majority).” H\D) 1ML God movement.
& The fact that the referendum was taking,, “Movement towards a non-racial, demo-

iplace at all and the way the fespective  cratic SA is movement towards, not away
{iparties had conducted their campaigns had from, where God wants us.” — 5apa.
' ‘regpened old wounds, . "Report by A Lefoka, Sapa, 141 Commissionor St, Jhb.
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Scare tacti?s cog%wgg
Political Staff S’{NL ““\3 (\ nat there would D€ freedom of

L
) 2% i-eligion in South Africa under a
The use of communist scare democratic government.
tactics by “no” vote cam- But the SACC was not content
paigners has been condemned {0 Jeave this in the hands of pol-
by South African Council of iticians. It was participating
Churches general secretary the fully in an interfaith project co-

Rev Frank Chikane. ordinated by the World Confer-

“What these speakers are ac-  ence on Religion and Peace “{o

tually saying is that _movement draw up a charter of religious
away from apa::theld and to- freedoms and responsibilities
ward a democratic South Africa for the future”.
is an ‘anti—p‘.g\d’ movement,” Mr ' .“We are standing firmly not
Cl1‘1‘kane1;a1d. wL mo T 'énly for fréedom of religion bat

. © “Nothing .could he further  also against abuses perpetrated
from the truth,” he argued.  under the guise of a ‘Christian
sMovement toward a non-racial patior’,” he said.

: democratic South Africa is Whatever the outcome of the

movement toward — not away referendum, the SACC would
| from — where God wants us. A continue to call on ail South
just God calls us to move to-  Africans “to say ‘no’ to racism,
wards justice and peace. misery and death and ‘yes’ to a
Mr Chikane said the SACC  new order of justice and peace”.
} believed there were indications (Report by J Collinge, 47 Sauer St, /hb) N
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| Reformed chy

Staff Reporter and Sapé

Afrikaans reformed churches

have:not urged their congrega-

tmns to vote either “yes” or
" in the referendum,

Chu rch leaders of the Ned
_ Geref Kerk as well as the Gere-
' formeerde Kérk — to iwhich
- State President FW de Kierk
. belongs — have said it was not
. the duty of the church to give
polltlcal guidance.

Remaining  non-commital,
NGK church leaders pointed out
that it has a policy document
“Church- and Society* which
serves” to "guide members on
practical’ 1mp11catmns of serip-

es nop-commlttal

ture The f{ocument re]ects
apartheid,

Black sister churches of these
reformed churches have called
for eligible voters to vote “yes”,
as have most mainstream Eng-
lish-speaking churches.

Arch}nshop Desmond Tutu
called ' on Anglicans to join
other Christians in prayer and
fasting: on March 17, when
whites vote in the referendum.

Archhishop Lawrence Henry,
the Roman Catholic Archbishop
of Cape Town, and other church
leaders have also called for a
specxal day of prayer on Tues-

g'le rt by C le Grange, 47 Sauer Street, and
Banda 141 Commissioner Street Jhb)
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_Churches asked

| - hannesburg and Soweto to be

to stay open today

By Shaun Johnson

-Bishop Peter Storey has asked
all Methodist churches in Jo-

open for prayer throu%hout_Ref-

erendum Day. STAR B[ 11

. Bishop Storey of the south-

-western Transvaal district of
' the Methodist Church has also
asked that wherever possible

" gervices be held early in the
* |- morning or at lunch hour today.

“Contrary to what some poli-
ticians suggest, God is not neu-
tral in this referendum,” Bishep
Storey said. i

“The second command of
Jesus is to love our neighbours

. as ourselves, and white Chris-
tians must vote knowing that a
mo’ will be an insult to their

| black neighbours who cannot.

vote. We must pray that the ‘no’
campaign emphasising Wwhite
selfishness will be defeated.”

mﬂ by § Johnson, 47 Saver St, Johannes-
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Norway -
cuts off aid

H
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to Boesak

THE Norwegian government has
suspended financial aid to Dr Al-
lan Boesak’s Foundation for
Peace and Justice.

Over the past four years the Norwe-
gian government has injected over
R2 million into the foundation, of
which Dr Boesak is the director, our
London correspondent reported yes-
terday.

In September last year Dr Boesak
demarided a public apology from his
former congregation, the Bellville NG
Sendingkerk, over a dispute about
foreign funds for the foundation.

Funding details '

The two organisations split when Dr
Boesak resigned as minister in 1990
amid allegations of an extra-marital

affair with the woman he subsequent-

ly married, television producer Ms
Kina Botha,

It is the first time details of funding
for the foundation have emerged since
it split in acrimony last year with the
Bellville West Sendingkerk whose
country projects it helped fund.

Speculation was fuelled by Dr Boe-
sak consistently declining to throw
open the foundation’s books for public
gerutiny.

Reports in the Norwegian press yes-
terday said the Norwegian govern-
ment had denied “requests for 1992
funds because the group failed to de-
liver a complete accounting for 1991's
support”.

Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs spokesman, Mr Bjoern Blokhus,
told the Cape Times from Oslo last
night that his government was await-

ing audited accounts to back Dr Boe-
sak’s application for funding this year.

He said in future Oslo would “look
into funding individual projects rath-
er than give the organisation a block
grant”. ‘

Dr Boesak said last night he had
received no official notification from
the Norwegian government of the sus-
pension of funds.

In a later, signed fax to the Cape
Times, he said: “We have sent regular
audited financial statements and the
financial statements for 1991/92 will
be sent as soon as they are ready since
alég’ financial year ends on February

“We have taken the matter up with
the government of Norway and it is
their responsibility to clarify it as
soon as possible,”’ Dr Boesak's state-
ment said.

‘No impropriety

Mr Blokhus said: “We have no

reason to suspect impropriety by the
foundation or Dr Boesak and realise
that financial statements can only be
sent to us at the end of the financial
year.”
He said that “sometimes” previous
funding applications had been “unsa-
tisfactory but were rectified” and that
he was unable to elaborate on what
was unsatisfactory because “those
people directly ihvolved here are not
available”. .

Mr Blokhus said he was unable to
diselose how the funds had been used
by the foundation as his “Sexperts”
were not available late yesterday. —
gtaf{ Reporter and Own Correspon-

en
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
INTERPELLATIONS

The sign * indicates a translation. The sign f,
used mccmnncn_.:_w in the same interpellation,
indicates the original language.

General Affairs:

Codesa: religions exercises/rites

..H.. MrH D K VAN DER MERWE asked the
Minister of Constitutional Development:

The n%:..mﬁa or officials of what church
denominations and/or religions have per-
formed their religious exercises or rites during
the sessions of Codesa?

B338E.INT

*The MINISTER OF CONSTITUTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT: Mr Chairman, at the request
of En. organising committee of Codesa, the
.mo_ﬂiﬁm ministers of religious or church organ-
isations participated in prayers at the opening of
Codesa 1 in the order indicated, but not at any
other sittings as implied in the question:

Prof } A Heyns (DR Church)

Bishop D Napier (Roman Catholic Church)
Rev Stanley Mogoba (Methodist Church)
Sheikh Nazim Mchamed (Istam)

Pandii Nardev Vedalanker (Hindu)

Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris (Jewish)

At the request of the three Christians they
mnmwom first, followed by the other representa-
ves.

In his prayer Prof Heyns explicitly addressed our
Heavenly Father, God the Holy Ghost and his
Son Jesus Christ. In a short statement before-
hand @.94 Heyns indicated himself as the repre-
sentative of 77% of the inhabitants of our
country who regard themselves as Christians and
M&% believe in the eternal living God of the
ible.

Prof Heyns later stated his conviction that the
occasion was not an affront to the living God and
did not amount to the recognition of polytheism,

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

There was no communal prayer to the same
Oon_.‘cE each person addressed his own God ot
putative god. The occasion expressed respect for
one m.uoz.n...m religious convictions and the rec-
ognition of the principle of religious freedom,
mzn.s..mm also an opportunity for testimony by
Christian believers before a large number of

MWJ listeners and viewers.

Codesa 1 was a political occasion and not a
noavmnnn_ religions meeting of churches or de-
nominations. The opening of proceedings with
prayer by ministers of different denominations
was firstly aimed at requesting Gad’s blessing on
:.6 peaceful negotiation of a new constitutional
dispensation for South Africa. Secondly, it wasa
practical manifestation of religious freedom as
guaranteed in the Preamble to the Constitution

>n.n .:o of 1983. In addition it was an exercise w“
er_ﬁwzm tolerance, something without which the
negotiation of a new constitution could hardly
take place,

On the basis of theological advice the Govern-
ment was of the opinion that the arrangements
for the opening of Codesa in the form of prayers
were acceptable. In view of differences of opin-
_om.msa religious sensitivity on the matter, it is
desirable, however, to find more acceptable
.m:o:._ﬁ?o ways to give expression to the genu-
ine need of Codesa participants to approach the
serious task of Codesa from their particuiar
religious perspectives. This counld take place by
means of an opportunity for personal silent
prayer for every participant at the commence-
ment of Em.v_donm&:mm or by providing for
prayer meetings beforehand for the various
denominations in separate venues. [Time ex-
pired.}

*Mr HD K VAN DER MERWE: Mr Chair-
man, the hon the Minister has provided us with
certain facts. I want to tell him that in my opinion
there is another fact which emerges very clearly
.m..oE this,.namely that there is a fundamental and
Insurmountable difference between the hon the
Minister and his standpoint and that of this side
o». H.rn House. [Interjections.] The hon the
Minister and his party and this party on this side
of the House represent two differing views of life
and 5.n world which cannot exist together in
peace in one country. [Interjections.]

n
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Iwant to tell the hon the Minister that Codesa is
tonstituted in such a way and functions in such a
way that it conflicts with the history of the
Protestant heritage which is practised by this side

of the House. [Interjections.] @

[n the history of the Protestant heritage there
were often times when Protestants were the
minority as far as numbers were concerned.
Secondly, in the history of Protestantism there
were often periods too during which its expo-
nents were scorned by those who opposed them.
There were also periods during which the expo-
nents of Protestantism had to endure persecution

by people who begrudged them the 1@-&.&

existence. %

Over the past two days it has become clear that
there are almost 900 000 Protestants in Southern
Africa who, in spite of everything that has
washed over them in the course of three
weeks . . . [Interjections] . .. in respect of
everything that was stated against them by means
of propaganda in the course of three weeks . . .
[Interjections] . . . are not prepared, in spite of
everything that the hon the Minister does, to
permit a wave to engulf them and that the basic
principles on which their view of life and the
world are founded and based will not permit
them to be shunted out of those religious convic-
tions which they have and which they have built
up over a few centuries by a few actions over a
few weeks. [Time expired.]

*Mr H J BESTER: Mr Chairman, the question
we should ask ourselves is what the hon member
Mr H D K van der Merwe’s motive is in putting
this interpellation. [Interjections.] It is to make
political capital by attacking members of this
House who are represented at Codesa regarding
their religious convictions and how they express
them there. We reject this type of attack.

*An HON MEMBER: With contempt.

*Mr H J BESTER: With contempt, [Interjec-
tions.] Firstly, we reject it because this party and
its predecessors have always stood fundamen-
tally for religious freedom. If there is one
element of fascism which is untenable it is the
mtroduction of a State religion and the subject-
ing of all inhabitants of a country to that State
religion. We reject that. [Interjections.]

Secondly, we hope the days are past when
political meetings are opened with devout
prayers which are followed by the propounding

of policies which are diametrically opposed to .
the norms of those religious convictions. [Inter- ‘
jections.] They must not come forward with

these sanctimonious protestations about Codesa.

They should show us how they express the values

of Protestant ethics in their lives—the values of ;
justice, peace and human fellowship. [Interjec-
tions.] If they exemplify these aspects, we shall
agree to pray together about this.

*The MINISTER OF CONSTITUTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT: Mr Chairman, according to
the hon member Mr H D K van der Merwe this is !
an insurmountable difference. Yes, it is an }
insurmountable difference of 68%, and here

they sit bankrupt, condemned, rejected and R
bewildered—without,an answer. [Interjections.] _
The hon member is not only a poor politician; he :

_is an even poorer theologian if one has to listen

to his arguments. [Interjections.]

The CP has a pathetic and disgraceful record as |
regards the misuse of religion, by making it a
political football. People’s most sincere feelings
and religious convictions are exploited shame-
lessly to mistead them politically.

Hon members undoubtedly recall the despicable
use of the three sixes by the hon the Leader of
the Official Opposition after the 1983 referen-
dum.

*The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!
The hon the Minister must withdraw the word
despicable (“gemene’™).

*The MINISTER: I withdraw it, Sir.

*The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!
The hon the Minister may proceed.

*The MINISTER: They did all this with the
intention of identifying the NP with the devil.
[Interjections.] There was also the repeated
misleading of voters during past elections on the
content and theme of the Speaker’s prayer with
which the meetings of this House of Parliament
are duly opened every day and to which hod
members of the CP have never lodged any
objection in this House.

e

There is also their allegation that Christians are
yoked together with heathens in this House in
spite of the fact that no constitution since 1910
has limited membesship of Parliament to Chris-
tians. As long as an hon member of this House
apparently had a white skin, it was never neces-
sary for any member of the Official Oppesition
cond —— - 0
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T IS fortuitons that the Catho-

hic Archbishop of Durban, the
an.. Rev Denis Hurley, is retir-
"ing just as South Africa stands
poised for major political
"change. Yet anyone linking his
departure to the demise of
“apartheid would not be far off
“the mark.
~ For 45 years this dedicated
“prelate has worked non-stop for
Ijustice and peace in the country
of his birth. He has faced scorn
and derision, yet he has never
Jfaltered in his ongoing cam-
“paign to improve the quality of
‘t+life for all South Africans.
 Now that the wind of change
"has reached hurricane force,
the priest labelled “political”
' ‘can finally sit back and say:
- “Enough. It’s time now to do
“some part-time chureh work™
" His job as archbishop may be

“know he is unlikely to opt out

-to find time for more muEEE
pursnits.
*  Surprisingly, for a2 man of
"God, Archbishop Hurley is sel-
“dom quoted on religion. He is
....n:-._aﬁ round the world for his
views on social issues, but is not
-often asked about his faith —
yet he 15 profoundly spiritual.
'+ Has he, after a lifetime of
(- Service, ever doubted God's ex-
“istence? He says an emphatic
'“‘n0”, adding withont hesitation:
u.m.wno:mu all the years my faith

ending, but these who know him

' completely. He hopes, however,

Archbishop Hurley, whose
social conscience has
made him a thorn in the
side of the Government
all his career, Is to retire,
reports WINNIE GRAHAM.

B

m:a.._m__._ oﬁ_uo__:nm
V... It's time now
n»)e%.\/a/ to do some part-
9% time church work,"”
says legendary antl-
apartheld crusader
and Archbishop of
Burban, the Most
Rev Denls Hurley.

has never wavered.”

He does not believe spiritual
growth can be separated from
social involvement. In his view
they go hand in hand. If you
love God, you love your feliow
man — regardless of race, co-
leur or creed.

“Unfortunately, we in the
church haven't been too suc-
cessful in linking the spiritual
with the social,” be says.

He emphasises, however, that
soc¢ial involvement on its own 1s
not good encugh People are

“pmt off" by justice without
love.

With the death of racial seg-
regation, the church’s role will
change. From bewg a critic of
apartheid, it will now have to
do more to promote a Christian
social conscience.

“INot to want to do something
about the social problems
would be to deny one’s Chrs-
tiantty,” he adds.

Archbishep Hurley {76) was
brought up by a devout mother
in a religious home. The faith

imbued 10 hum as a boy, how-
ever, has not remarmned unaiter-
ed through the years. tt has ma-
tured to enrich huis lhfe He
speaks willingly of his own spi-
ritual growth.

“When I was growieg up we
were taught to answer the ques-
tion. “Where 15 Jesus Christ™
with the answer: "As God He 15
everywhere; as man he ts
Heaven and in the Blessed Sa-
crament of the Altar.’ Now that
answer seems almost heretical
Jesus 1s within each one of us

We are filled by His presence.
The whole Carist 15 the church
of Jesus When I realised this [
was wmspired. I hved on 1t for
years

When he was ordained a bish-
op 1n March 17 1947 (a mere
seven vears after his priestly
ordination), Archbhshop Hurley
was the voungest Roman Catho-
he archbishop i the world
Todey he 15 probably the
church's longest-serving arch-
bashop.

He 15, without doubt, one of

the church’s most tdlented —
and controversial — sons. Vet
he has never been made a ear-
dinal. It’s a poser for Catholics,
but Arechbishop Hurley dis-
misses such specunlation with his
customary good humour.

“Maybe the Vatican has in-
formation about me on file,” he
suggests rschievously “Maybe
I was too outspcken on some
issues.” .

Promotion is not a maiter
that has troubled the archbish-

op. He has simply been too
busy. He has spoken ocut con-
stantly about injustices. He has
jomed protests and been held up
in readblocks. He has been in-
volved in litigaiton with the
Government (the State paid him
R25 000 in settlement of a dam-
ages claim in 1987) and spoken
up for conscientious abjectors.
He made headlines years ago
when he suggested Pretoria
must negotiate with the ANC
and, as a member of a high-
ranking delegation of chureh of-

Em:- of God who dared .S mﬁwww out is -.mm:u% to step down

ficrals, earned the ire of Presi-

* dent P W Botha who told Catho-

lics {0
order”.

When, as a newly ordained
priest, he returned from Rome
in 1940, South Africa was totally
white “with no suspicion of
change.”

His thinking has always been
way ahead of s time. Even
mow, as he prepares for retire-
ment, he has decided views. He
says:

On women priests: “In the
end, the opdination of women
will be on the agenda.”

On conscription: “It is time
now to promote a volunteer
army of whites and blacks.”

On redistribution of weatth.
+“This can be done in two wa;
-~ through education, or the
provision of skills so that peo-

.ple are able to earn Emwmu
wages.” .

On the future of whites: ..ﬁﬁ
standard of living will drop, but
it will be amazing how people
‘will adapt- A more Spartan life
will do us all good.”

On mself: “I have had a
rich life and some wonderful
growth points. I'd like now to
write a book and share my ex-
periences.”

The chances are that Ea
story he tells will be as much
South Africa's ashisown.O

“get their house im

M)
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Oslo funds to_

'OSLO: — Norway-has promised ¢

continue sup&ort'ing regional chair-
man of the ANC: i the ‘Western Cape
Dr Allan Boesak ‘after his foundation
provided financial reports the govern-
ment had demanded, the Foreign Min-

.istry said. : .
‘Last month ithe ministry rejected.
from Dr:;Boesak’s

an application
Foundation for Peace and Justice for
1992 aid money. The ministry said it

‘wanted more detailed records ae-

counfing for previous years® spending.
“He delivered ve:zv

documentation,” said Foreign Minis-

comprehensive

Joesak g0 on

er meeting Dr Boesak here.

“We have promised to continue sup-
port for specific foundation projects
promoting democracy in South Afri-
ca.” | ,

Dr Boesak said the funding cut-off
was caused by a mistake.

The Cape Town-based foundation:
was given 900000 kroner (R386 000)
last year as part of 4 million kroner
(R1.8.m) in minisiry suppor{ since
1986. < anq ‘L\ -

“ipliate has néver béen any suspi-
cion of impropriety,” said Mr Ege-
land. — Sapa-AP .

i -
LRI TR
e it

try first secretary Mr Jan Egeland af-
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violence 16:C

3| 4 1L

THE country’s church
leaders will ask the inter-
national community to

make the ending of vio- *

lence a precondition to the
scrapping of sanctions, the
South African Council of
Churches said yesterday.

Addressing a Press con-
ference in Johannesburg,
SACC general secretary
the Reverend Frank
Chikane said church lead-
ers believed the only way
violence could end was by
placing all armed forma-
tions under one command.

Chikane was reporting
back on decisions made at
a two-day meeting of
South African church
leaders which ended on
Wednesday.

He said the churchmert
had decided to call an
“emergency summit’™ of
community leaders to dis-
cuss the violence. ~

The church leaders felt
the Government was relin-
quishing its responsibility
by expecting citizens to

th\—(olence, 1
Chikane said,

Non-govemnment politi-
calleadersdidnothave the
intelligence units required
to act against the “under-
ground covertoperatxons
which were causing the
violence, he said.

Chikane said they had
decided to phone Law and
Order Minister Hernus

Kriel to demand proper
policing of Alexandra.
An “exposure visit”’ to
Alexandra for ambassa-
dors would be amanged as
part of the effort to rally
international pressure,

"The church leaders also
dec1ded to press for a na-
tiohal programme with a
stated timetable to convert
all hostels into normal
family flats.

.Another decision in-
cluded pressing the
Goldstone Commission to
look at the root causes of
violence in Meadowlands,
Soweto. - SA Press Asso-
ciation.




" SACC Jeans to right

'JOHAi}fNﬁéBUﬁG.“ — South., African Council of
,Churi:h;efs;;sebretary-general. the Rev Frank Chi_ka‘nex
said yestérday South Afric_qp) church leaders ‘had’
decided to extend their minist;jgs to right—wing“grsx

He said the churchmen fejt they should minjister
t(f)‘ ?llll the beople of South Africa, and not just a few
of them; ‘

He sanii ‘they could help explain the situation to
all those who voted “ne¥ in the MTrelj\ 17 referen-

dum.f-Sapa JeT R L’, ‘i/L"

|y b3
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Staff Reporter
THE Anglican Bishop of Grahams-
town, the Rt Rev David Russell, last
night began a week of fasting and pray-

er at St George’s Cathedral for basic
and

buman rights for far 0
their families. - - - @ Q
Bishop Russell, who in 1974 worked

among the people of Crossroads, said

o

workers’ rights
he decided to “offer this time of prayer
and fasting” after receiving a “disap-
pointing response” to letters he wrote
to President F W de Klerk and senior
cabinet members. - -,

“Apart from the need to reform la-
bour legislation, there is a weed to )
abolish certain cruel provisions of the .
Prevention of Illegal Squatting and
Trespass Acts,” Bishop Russell said, |

KL
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AN attack on State President FW de Klerk for.
bowing to religious intolerance waslaunched at
a mass rally of the African National Congress in
King William’s Town yesterday by the organisa-
tion’s secretary-general, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa.

Ramaphosa told the rally that the ANC would not allow
such intolerance,

He said De Klerk did not want prayers at the next
gathering of Codesa as some of his followers had been
upset at the sight of people other than Christians praying
at an earlier meeting,

He said De Klerk’s constituency had been disturbed at
the sight of Jews, Muslims and Hindus praying at Codesa.

“This shows how intolerant they are when it comes to

religion,” he said. “We will never allow rellglon tobe CYRIL RAMAPHOSA FW de KLERK
suppressed because Mr de Klerk’s constituency is dls- r

‘urbed.The ANC will never allow religious intolerance.”

Ramaphosa as, addressing a crowd of about 25 000
ANC supporters whohad gatheredasa “People § Assem-
bly” 10 call for an interim government in.SA.

The ANC had predicted that befween 40 000 and 50000
would attend the rally and, with feelings against the
Clskelan govemment running high, some feared-a clash

’ between ‘thie crowd and the homeland sectrity forces.

. The rally, which was held in the-Victoria-grounds, was
-.only 6kni: from- the Ciskeian capital, Bisho, and security
, arrangements on the! South Afncan sude of the border were
“tight. -

SAcalledup troopsasaprecaul:on and they slood atthe

~ready throughout the area; and supported thé SAP who |
mounted roadblocks on all approaches to the town.

-Police in plain clothes kept watch ‘from'the.roofs of
surrounding bu:ldmgs as Ramaphosaofﬁcmlly opened the

.assembly. -

'He said this was a forerunner. of ' “a true -people’s
assembly_” that would be elected within a.few-months,
“AndImnnotrefemngtothatMickeyMOuseassembly we
have in Cape Town at the moment."

.-Ramaphosa said the ANC was making good progress at
deesa ,

~“Weare wmnmg our. demands on an on-gomg basis.”

He sald the, Natlonal Party had now accepted the ideaof
d consmuent assembly and an inferim govemment

Ramaphosa aftacked the South Afncan Security forces
for the part they were playing in perpetuanng violefce in

,.the couniry.

*."Hetold’ the crowd that- the situation=in Alexandra
lownshlp had prowded ample ev1dence of secunty foree
mvolvcment .

The crowd gave a rousmg ‘welcome 1o- the secretary
'general of ihe South African Communist Party (SACP) Mr
.Chris Hani; who attacked the part played in the apartheid
system’ by homeland leaders, including Ciskei's Brigadier
Qupa'Gqozo.

‘Hesaidapartheidi msututlons had tobe abohshedm their
“entirety. “The process of reincorporation of the bantustans

should be put in operation without delay.”’
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President de Klerk aiid CHIAt-{
Mangosuthu Buthelezi will »
address more than a million |
’ Zionist Christian Churech fol- .

. lowers on Sunday during the | -
. annual Easter gathering at. { :
* Moria near Pietersburg, LR
A church spokesman gaid " |
today that an invitation had, Nk
also been extended to ANC’ :

]g' president Nelson Mandela
~ | and a reply was ex d

today. AR

Mr de Klerk and Chie .
Buthelezi would join Bishop |
Barabas Lekganyané,” ead‘:,}
of the ZCC, one of the biggest I
e | religious groups in southern

s ca, in a mass appeal for }:, §
jn | peace and an end to violence 3
in the tow
spokesman,

than one million people: by
bus, combi, car and train
from within the country™s
}mrders zznd from neighb_oug— ;
A4«ing.states eyery Easter:|
"wegekend. Former %tr- X
President PW Botha ad-2
dressed the ZCC in April 1985%1
{ when he became the first |-
J-and ouly recipient o he
Freedom of Moria, %\ R
N
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Fund set up
for burial 0
crash victin

A FUND has been set up for the burial of 30 ciildren and
three teachers Who Jdied in a homor bus accident near

Dundee at the weekend.

Fund initiator Mrs Meg (jéil\;ie of 6i)emtion Upgrade

«Wecandonothing aboutthedeathsofthe children, bot
something can be done about their burial,”” she said.

The fund has been set ¥p under the auspices of the
Amajuba Rotary Club, b ot - -

Meanwhile, the police said yesterday that the death toll
from the accident still stood at 30 and that 20 of the people
had been identified. _“Sowetan Correspondent.

{
PRESIDENT FW de Klerk
and Chief Mangosuthu
Buthelezi will address
more than a million Zionist
ChristianChurchfollowers
on Sunday during the an-
nual Basier gathering at
Moria, near Pietersburg.
A church spokesman
said yesterday that an invi-

son Mandela. -
De Klerk and Buthelezi
will join Bishop Barnabas
Lekganyane, h
Z(CC, whicti is one of the

ead of the.

s’l&iz,

.

piggest religious groups in
Southern Africa, in amass
appeal for peace andanend
1o violence in the town-
ships, said the spokesman.

The event in the small

northern Transvaal town
attracts morethana million
people from within the
country’s borders and from
neighbouring gtales every
Baster weekend. - -

Former Stale President
PW Botha addressed the
ZCC in April 1985, when
hebecametheﬁrslandonly

yecipient ofaﬁge;‘c?ﬁwedom of |

phe-t i ¢

Moria. o
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FOWETAN Tkrsday-ApiHeAgR2

THE Northern Trans-
vaal Council of
Churches has urged
township and village
leaders in the region to
urge the removal of
SADF troops in the
area.

In an Easter message is-
sued in Pietersburg yester-
day, the NTCC, whichis a
regional body of the SACC,
accused the soldiers of
“brutal killings, maimings,

ADF 0

veten 16497

By MATHATHA

TSEDU

sexual abuses and disrup-
tion of freedom of expres-
sion”.

The message said armed
soldiers who patrol the
townships and viilages in
the rural areas instilled “a
traumatic psychological
experience for children
who are supposed to be
growing up in an environ-

U

S

ment devoid of hostility™’.
Saying the Northern
Transvaal was peaceful and
therefore did not need pa-
trols by the SADF, the
NTCC said communities
should intensify calls for
the removal of troops from
residential areas.

Allegations
The call came a week
aftermembers of 32 Battal-
ion were accused of raping
and killing women at Phola

Park squatter camp on the
East Rand, and further alle-
gations of assaults on inno-
centciviliansin Bekkersdal
township on the West
Rand. -

The NTCC also called
for restraint in resorting to
boycotts when problems
arose in education. The
council said other means of
resolving the problems had
1o be sought to ensure that
education does not grind to
a halt,

ettt ettt el B R g g gy e g e g =g P

hurch leaders want;»
\@Iages |

It also called for a
broader sharing of infor-
mation about Aids with
neighbours, saying knowl-
edgeandinfonnahonabout‘
the disease was scanty in
the rural areas. | -

The council also wished
all religious pilgrims who
will travel to different cen-
tres for “collective wor-
ship’* and other people who
will be visiting familiesand §j

friends over Easter a safe [t

journey.
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Mandela to address ZCC2)

AFRICAN National Congress president
Mr Nelson Mandela has accepted an invi-
tation to address the Zion Christian
Church’s Easter gathering in the northern
Transvaal. 30 6f 7 T

He will join President FW de Klerk and
Inkatha Freedom Party leader Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi at the annual event,
which is expected to attract more than two
million ZCC members.

“ANC president Nelson Bandela-hd
accepted the invitation to address the ZCC
gathering in Moria on Sunday April 19,”
the ANC said in a statement yesterday.

De Klerk and Buthelezi confirmed ear-
lier that they would address the ZCC gath-
ering, designated a day of peace.

ZCCleadershavesaid that the success of
the day of peace revolves around the pres-
ence of De Kierk, Buthelezi and Mandela.




“ Unity urges
_for nation @
day of prayer
Church leaders, country-
wide liave been asked to’
set aside Friday June 5
as a National Day of

Prayer and Healing"|
When -all aetivity, will

stop between and
-2pm. {{A iléﬂ [
. Thegi(n.itiatiVeq;jmés'
from a decision taken at
the National Conference
.of Churches in South
Africa (NCCSA) held in
November 1990, at which
.the Rustenburg Declara- |
tion was signed. .. )
- “Unreserved. support -
- has ‘been forthcoming
from .Codesa, and all
leadership in the spheres
of- politics, business and
industry. is being asked-
fo support; the National
Day of Prayer by allow-
ing workers time ito at-
tend a prayer services or
10 hold prayer meetings
in the workplace,” the
NCCSA said yesterday.
The- NCCA appealed
for unity on this oceasion
although it recognised
{tHat.not all churclies and
“groupings had been fully’
. supportive of the Rusten-
‘burgiConfererice and its’
declaration. — Sapa, .
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Tutu calls on Kriel to probe or:_.or

THE ANGLICAN Archbishop
of Cape Town, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, has called on
the Minister of Law and Order
to investigate violence in the
Order of Ethiopia church.

The church’s media liai-
.son officer, Mr John Allen,
said Tutu had written a
letter to Mr Hernus Kriel
voicing concern at the “failure
of members of the South
African Police to pro-
tect some members of the
church® from being harassed
and assaulted by a dissident
group.

Tutue had been asked by the
*‘Bishop of the Order of
Ethiopia, the Right Reve-

Doolie - BIMAL -

rend Siggibo Dwane, to inter-
vene in the violence-wracked
church.

Dwane also wrote to
Kriel, urging him to investi-
gate the behaviour of some
police members he claimed
were involved with: the dissi-
dent group in instigating vio-
lence.

In his letter, Dwane claimed
there had been no outcome in
cases reported to police as ear-
1y as August 1991,

Among other things, he
claimed police had denied
knowledge of cases involving
members of the dissident
group reported to them and
that no action had been taken

h | —.. A
against the members.

“The police are finding it
difficult to take action against
this group and this raises the
question as to whether they are
not in fact behind this group,”
he said.

“The failure of the police
to take action against the
group also raised questions as
to whether they could be trust-
ed to maintain peace and
enforce law justly and impar-
ﬁm&%nnw

Police have not responded to
the allegations.

Violence in the church
broke out in March and several
people were seriously injured in
clashes involving the dissident

_wbow

group and mcﬁbonn&.m of Bishop
Dwane.

Attempts to solve the feud
within the church have so far
failed. )

Last year, a commission of
inquiry was set up by Tutu to
investigate claims by some
dissident clerics and their
supporters that Dwane was
mismanaging the church's
funds.

The commission cleared him
but the dissident group called
for his resignation.

Civic organisations and the
ANC were also called on to try
and defuse tense situations last
year.

—Ana

Desmond Tutu




Reaching out for peace at Moria

STer gfylg2 - :

EVERY Easter, close on one million |
people converge on Zion City, Moria for
four days of song, prayer and worship
in the lgrgest single gathering of any

kind in Sout riga. JOHN PERLMAN
reports. Wm d &.

THE taxi ranks that bor-
der Joubert Park were —
if you could imagine it —
even more frantic than at
the start of a normal
weekend. o

By midday on Thursday
the lines of commauters were
already winding into the dis-
tance — people clutching
bags and parcels, one mo-
ment looking like they did
not believe they would ever
get a ride, the next quick-
stepping forward to the bark
of taxi rank managers.

The longest line of all, snak-
ing halfway up King George

. Street towards Hillbrow, was

for the run up to Pietershurg
Most of the people in the line,
in one way or amother — a
silver badge glinting in the sun,
a flat cap with a star, a khakt
smit — ndicated that they were
oot commuters but pilgrims.

Every Easter, close on one
million people converge on the
Zion Christian Church (ZCC)
headquarters at Zion City,
Moria, for four days of song,
prayer and worship. The lines
at the taxi ranks represent a
mere trickle it comparison
with the other streams flowing
towards Mona.

The ZCC, which is very
strong in the northern Trans-
vaal, has organised about 1200
buses to transport worshippers.
Special trains have also been
laid on. Many of the pilgrims
will come in thewr own cars or
simply walk.

ering of any kind in South Afri-
ca, yet it is usvally noted in the
media largely in terms of traf-
fic and aceidents, partly be-

% cause the ZCC has always been

v

intensely private and has by
and large barred the press
from Morna — except in 1986,
when former president PW
Botha was guest speaker.

This year is different. To-
morrow  afternoon  at  3pm,
KwaZuluy Chief Minister Man-
gosuthu Buthelezi, ANC leader
Nelsonn Mandela and President
FW de Klerk — in that order
— will address the assembly en
the subject of peace.

It 15 without doubt the lar-
gest audience that each of them
will have faced. It will alse be
the first time since the signing
of the Peace Accord that the
three men have appeared on
the same platform.

The circumstances at Moria
will make some taxing person-
al demands on them. The ZCC
expressly forbids  smoking,
which means De Klerk — a
cham smoker — will have to
thrust his pack of John Rolfe
deep into the pockets of the
dark suit he will doubtless wear
for the occasion, and keep it
there.

But all three men also face a
sigmificant political test. Gra-
ham Mdluli (60), shuffling
forward in the taxi queue to
make his tenth pilgrimage to
Moria, said Buthelezi, Mandela
and De Klerk would realise on
arrival that “this whole thing 15
not a play. They must tefl the

It is the largest single gath- « truth, we will know if they are

not berng honest. They must not
defile themselves™.

“We want to see if they stand
for reason,” Mdlull said. “And
when they return we want to
see that all this nonsense has
stopped. In Moria they will see
that all different people are
united — Zulus, Pedis, Xhosas,
even people from outside South
Africa.

“And if our bishop can do 1t,
why can't they?”

Each of the leaders wiil have
20 munutes to make his point.
All three will speak 1n Enghsh,
without translatien, which wnil
certainly limit their impact.

1t will also leave them heavi-
1y dependent on ZCC leader
Bishop Barnabas Lekganyane
to set the final tone.

Lekganyane will speak 1m-
mediately after them for 50 m-
nutes tn Pedi, thus allowing
translation into seven other

languages, 1ncluding Herero
and Damara for the Namibzans.

While the ZCC leadership has
been perceived in some cireles
as conservative — largely be-
cause of the invitation extended
to Botha — the sheer scale of
its membership makes the
church as a whole politically
insermtable. “We are agamst all
polittes,” says Mdluli.

An official document from
the church says: “Cuarrent poli-

Easter service.

cy 1 the ZCC is that each and
every member has the right to
exercise his individual choice
of pohtical activity, and to en-
gage in it. There is, however,
only one way of ensurmng that
the contributions its members
make will evolve into a more
democratic soctety.”

On relations with church
bodies like the Scuth African
Council of Churches, the docu-
ment says- “The ZCC has no ob-

jection to working with other
churches on rehgious objec-
tives of rnutual interest; but 1t
reserves the right oot te lean
over and or espouse the policies
of any one - political party
Thereby it safeguards the right
of self - determination of 1ts
members and their political ai-
filiations.”

1t is a mark of the ZCC's po-
tential clout that it could, at
less than two weeks' notice, se-

cure the presence of the coun-
try’s three pre-ermnent peht-
cal figures.

A ZCC rtepresentative said
“After the extreme violence re-
cently, our bishop asked what
he could do and came up with
this 1dea.”

But for all that, the presence
of Buthelezi, Mandela and De
Klerk will, by all accounts
probably be overshadowed bi
that of the shop, who will her-
2ld the start of the Sunday ser-
vice tomorrow by arriving al
the head of a large brass band.

Lekganyane took over the
church, founded 1n 1910 by e
grandfather Engenas Lekgar
yane, n 1967, He was 15.

According to ZCC documents
the church kas never “demand-
ed of its members that they Jet
tison African cuiture in favow
of Western culture as a precon-
dition of acceptance into the
church... This has had the ef-
fect of giving them a strong
sense of direction and purpose
in their lives, because there i
no dichotomy in their lives as
church members and members
of society.”

Most of the preaching is don¢
by the 14 diocesan mimsters ot
the 2ZCC and the evangelists
deacons and lay preacher:
under them. There are alsc
hundreds of chours present.

Mdluli says: “When we sleep
we sleep on the ground, but it 1=
only for 10 minntes or so. We
don’t want to muss anything. ’

One regular pilgrim say
Lekganyane, who makes aboui
three appearances a year, I:
seen only briefly at the gath-
ering except for when he makes
his Sunday speech.

“We say the less we see our
bishop talk, the more we lister
when he talks.”

That, if nothmg else, migh
give the three mvited speaker:
some food for thought.
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By ZB MOLEFE .

TODAY more thar
three million black
Christians will hear
President FW Aa

dent Nelson Man-
dela and IFP leader
Chief Mangosuthu
Buthelezi undertake
one of the most press-
ing challenges in
their political careers
%  Wwhen they address

the annual Easter

gathering of the Zion

] .

© ¢ Christian Church, ..
by e Chance

three leaders comes on :

for

. The address

the third day —
nated “'a day of peace
— of this year’s ZCC
gathering "at  Moria
»+ Rear Pietersburg in the

desig-

1Y

ot

"+ northern Transvaal,
3 Their appearance at
w/ Moria  wiil be  keenly
m»nmou in SA and many

& pang of the world a3 the

w three addréss 'one of Yhe

MANDELA ... B to
widan ANE support.

Now’s the

‘Big
Three’ to
A,Aoo Zion

?

-millions

Wy sy

fmost troubling problems  wiflion' members,

facing this country — vio-
lemce. * .

A ZCC spokesman'told
City Press Yesterday that
the three political leaders
will foin ZCOC head Bish-
op Barnabas Lekganyane
inamass appeal for peace
and an end to violence in
the townships.

“Bishop Lekganyane is
perturbed about the vio-
lence in the country.
What is happening is nat
in accordance with the
teachings of our church,”
said the spokesman of the
church which has five

The ZCC's “Day of
Peace” comes in the wake
of this week’s declaration

June 5 will be 2 *Narional
Day of Prayer and Heal-
ing”.

The appearance of the
“Big Three” at this year's
ZCC Easter gathering
comes a year after fek-
ganyane voiced his
church's concern at the
violence which is tearing
black communities apart.

In Easter prayer last
year, Lekganyane said:
“When you scrutinise the

S

2

DE KLERK ... Follow.
Ing in PW's footateps,

problem of the killing of

I, it is crystal clear
@w goes together with
the ill-advice within the
OPposing organisations
and factions,

“This advice is related
1o the power struggle in
the organisations, This
advice goes hand in hand
with the greed of those
People who want to gatjs.
fy only their specific
Heeds.”

Today’s address by De
Kletk, " Mandela and
Buthelezi seems to under-
line the church’s stance
that it will never enter the

| [} LY N

arenza of politics despite
rumours last year that the
National Party would at-
tempt to form an alMance
with the Inkaths Free-
dom Pany, Solidarity, the
ZCC and varions home-
land leaders.

At the time the ZCO
said it bad always refused
to endorse any particular
political party. Its mem-
bers come from ail walks
and belonged to
different political and
trade union groups. f

However, politicai ana-
Iyst AIf Stadler was re-
ported ina ._owmbuauﬁm
newspaper vesterday as
saying De Klerk, Man-
dela and Buthelexi would
be “flirting” for votes
with the ZCC, whose
membership is  larger
than that of any political
party in SA. .

The n.namuwun.. also
pointed out that the ANG
has been trying ta widey

its influence in traditional

can saclety, while the

advocates.giving tra.
ditionai leaders 2 political
role. wr

W Former State Presi.
dent PW Botha addressed
the ZCC Easter gather-
ing in April 1985 when ke
became the first and only
recipient of the Freedom
of Moria. Batha’s address
cdme at a time when
black violence was in-
tense, This Eoonmm—o.m_ was
highlighted by the shoot-
ings omnzmunr 21 1985 in
which* more than 35
blacks were killed by po-
lice in Langa near Ujten-
hage.

around Hillbrow this
& Plo: MAC MDGORDS!

REACHING OUT

« == Torry Soldar {above) strolled
cross to signify love formankind,

weskhearinga
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By Dirk Ne .
and Sap
PIETERSBURG — F W
de Klerk, Nelson Mandela

and Mangosuthu Buthele-
71, speaking to Zion Chris-
tian Church members in
Moria yesterday, uncon-
ditionally committed
themselves to doing
everything in their power
to end violence and to
moving speedily towards
a widely acceptable polit-
ical settlement.

7CC leader Bishop Barna-
bas Lekganyane also made
an impassioned plea for an
end to viclence, which he
plamed on political leaders
and their supporters.

«if angels could descend at
this juncture and record sta-
tistics, everybody would dis-
cern the fact that carnage,
riots and instability in South . P
Africa are caused by the ; e e
leaders, as well as their fol- ied CT
towers allowing their emo-
tions to control them instead
of them of themn controlling
their emotions,” Bishop Lek-
ganyane said.

President de Klerk, and
the ANC and Inkatha Free-
dom Party leaders were ef-
thusiastically welcomed by a
erowd estimated at more
than a million members of
the ZCC at a huge peace
rally at the hillside head-
quarters of the church, 40 km
east of Pietersburg.

The rally was the first oc-
casion on which the three
have appeared together
since zﬁwﬂmasm of the Na-
tiete, e Aceovd.

Mr mwwwwmnw arrived in a
Defenceilorce helicopter,
‘accompanied by his wife

kwmwawm mm._ww monm.wms Affairs iy

inister Pik Buotlia; . )

There was 4 L0 h%m mnw.uwr.m Muititudes . . . the 7CC faithful who flocked to Mori
proval when Mr mfnmm_m

and Chief Buthelezi em- — | :

£ Ll 2 &

a at the weekend line the hills

to hear their leader’s Easter message. picture: Alf Khumalo




libraged 'oné, another, ‘and
when! M de Klerk joined:
audience: Whichisiretehed:
_»_,fi?}yn;the:lllillsig as: A
Ahe gye conld see

'.i’ ﬂtﬂ“hi@i&h".:Mr;"d atd
Chig! Buthelesi

o t:éng €

[urihg their speechis; o i
“ister, forces they. befieVed
-werg' inten{.on’ i

~Wwere intenton"rviretkit
|- péace initiatives, .~ By i
g fr‘Wemust'..ealise% herg

,afe_cunhing and’VIB1Ent,
fotces at'work, tryingth pres.
.Vent .those :working’ f?ﬂ“ 1
| and lasting: peace from’ie:
‘ceeding.’ Those forceyiand.
their leaders are" nof{th-
terested: in” reconciliat|o;,
¢ Justice .andl pedce “HHEy"
|uwant, power and, tHeY ave.
. prepared to.do anythifgito
et it”, said My de Kletkdi™
|- " Real'peace was biji

, by tb‘fpm
i/the loveiof which,thetRible !
| spoke; and”gach mafiind”
| Worhan could maké ‘a/¢dftri.
~bution* by speaking -olitand
~convinein
ptputhy e e
- <Dt Buthélezi ‘addressed-
f-.,!ahs'i;audigncp as ' Brotiebs
:and sisters:in. Christ¥
| 1suggested :the. first step to-
“Wards. Solying ' the’ C.blliﬁtwfs :
 propleins-was -for'beliévers,
| to-groclait the greafne

"
v s

i
J:.f: -
‘

. the 1,,1;;:_"-ZWavli:i‘;§-(to ‘the “Vast’:

nd” |
-

gfsﬂptherS'-‘oj;ééthis7 |
R ORRR - A
Eaged"

o ‘He [

roc] ness of -
Gagl, and to give Him'iHis
rlghtful place. bl

1
The next step was&ﬁor

evéryone to confess (their
sitis-aid seek forglvetiess
from thosé who Had:been
wronged. He said he:had
léattied at his mother'siknee
/thati:prayer, really wdiked,
and: that was why he"was
prepared to pray with other
bel}gverslfor peace.

“Violetice is not only kill-
ing'people - it is spreading
fedt-and hatred at the same
tie, It is as though Satan
hirigelf is there next to all
those pulling the triggers of .
AK:d7s, pulling the pins out
of hahd grenades and strik- |
ltig matches to set pesple |
alight,” Chief Buthelexi said,
Mr Mandela made the
mastiovert effort to win the
support of the congregation.

eHe referred to various
m’hilarities between the -
ANC and the ZCCj saying
both stood for freedom, tol-
erance and dempéracy.

; “1-comie herggtoday as a
. . O
®To Pﬁg%é,',;i; [

you, an

L applange,

wipne democracy,

of the 2CC,

falled 18

Yy .
"Big 3 in
= ®From Page 1
pligkim, like many o
d bring to your
chureh the groetings of

the ANG = pedce he
with you,” he said to lond

[

™ He preferred to the i
ujustices of the past, and
sald the establishing of a
constitient assembly had
~10W hecome a top priors
* ty In order to bring abou

. He said the bond be-
"tween the ANG and the
n 200 wad great when one

realised that many leads
o epg of the organigation he
siled wepe algo members

-

'v" Blshop Lekganyane pes
“eelved the preatest ova-
tion of all. Speaking im.
medlately after the three
'*tpulltleal leaders, he sald
+the church had invited
< them and ‘'others,ho
) attend” td*Help

| stem thg"vlolenee‘ .

5 .

oL A (B
7

ce plears

" “Our mobilisation s a
call’to fight agalnst;.and
to stop the spllling of
blood and tormentation,
and alse to.pray for
peace”  JO({|9T

Bishop Lekganhyane,
who rarely conghients on
political Buties; old the
three leaders: "We have
Invited you hete foday to
join in prayer apd pray
for you that when you
addtess (supporters),
Glod may penetratd thely
heayts g0 that they show
respect abd obetlence
which enhance digeipline
which bs ohe of the ways
to #nd eapnage”

‘Members of the BADF
yesterday ordered a hell-
copter earrying Radlo
102 reporters-hot to land
on ahurch premiges,

Government ofticialy

‘gald the aly space above

Motla was closed to pris
vate traftie for the day,

o
. f'%{&"':"@:ﬁri Bi el
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WANG FOR THE PRESIDENT: A guard keeps watch as axcited
a mossage of paaq'a to the Zion Christian Church congregation.

o

youngsters jook up to the hellcopter carrying S!
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tate President FW de Kierk, one of the pofltictans who delivered

It's time
for peace

i

Pic: ROBERT MAGWAZA

- ader%@

aldi-

THREE tap political leaders ap-
pealed for peace during the Zion
Christian Church’s Easter service
in Moria outskde Pietersburg at the
weekend.

President FW de Klerk, ANC president
Mr Nelsen Mandela and KwaZulo Chief
Minister Chiel Mangosuthe Buthelezi
were inviled by the Icader of the chuech,
Bishop Bamabas Lekganyane, fo address
the annual congregation on Sunday, The
church had declased it a day of peace,

‘The invitations o the leaders, said the
ZCC, was disturbed by violerce and in-

|, timidation,

" “Itis our perception that by your pres-
ence at our church service you will be
showing South Africa that you strive 1o
see the end of politically motvated vio-
lence."

Ashamed-

Buthelezi was ihe first to address the
more than 2 million people and said he
was sometimes ashamed of being a biack
persen.

He said il it was not for God, the
counlty would have wilnessed the car-
nage of a race war such.as the world had
never seen,

congregation, notonly declare my laithin
God and my commitment as a Christian,
hut rededicate myselll and my party to
wotk against vielence and (o bring peace
Lo our country.”’

His specch was full of excerpis from
speeches by slain black American leader
Br Martin Luther King and ended with a
quote from 1he Bible.

Welcomed on stage by a ibunderous
applause fromthecongregation, Mandela
began with the usual ZCC greeling:
“Kpotso a e be Je lepa™ (Peace be with

you}which he repeated several times dur-

“I today ugain, in front of this vast

By DON SEOKANE

ing his spcech.

He praised the ZCC lor being an inspi-
ration (o black people and praviding jobs
through successful businesses,

He said bring obedient to God, peaple
had the right 1o worship as they saw fit.

He said Codesa was a great victory for
all Soath Alricans and thal progress at the
talks would depend on the governmen,

Hereferred to pastinjustices and ealled
for progress towards the election of a
Constituent Assembly.

Scourge

Mandela said the church could play a
role in ending violence, a scourge lo be
ended quickly.

De Kierk, who was the last to address
the congregation, warned that there were
cunning and viclent forees Irying Lo pre-
vent those working for real and lasting
peace from succeeding.

“They want power and they use the
tools of violence and intimidation whep jt
suits them. oy { !

“For them every fuction fight, cvery
house burnt down, ¢very outburst of un-
fest in our township i a victoryrvres-

“Speeches and .peace: nceords alone
could not make peace happen, We will
have to work for it, plan for itand live it.™*

De Klerk was accompanied by hiswife,
Marike and Forcign Affairs Minister Mr
Pik Botha, Mandelaby NEC members Mr
Joe Nhlanhla, Mr Thomas Nkobt and Mr
Peter Mokaba while Buthelezi’s entou-
rage included Dr Frank Mdtalose.

Homeland leaders Mr Nelson
Ramodike of Lebowa and Professor Hud-
son Niswanisi of Gazankolo also at-
tended.



Pensive . . . Forelgn Affalrs mester Pik Botha (left) and President and Mrs de Klerk watch the crowds. Picture: Alf Kumalo

By Esther Wauph
Political Reporter

Although peace was a strong
theme at the Zion Christian
Church Easter gathering at
Moria, political leaders used the
opportunity to win support, po-
litical analysts said yesterday.

President de Klerk, ANC
president Nelson Mandela and
Inkatha Freedom Party leader
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi ad-
dressed an estimated 1million
ZCC members on Sunday at the
invitation of church leader
Bishop Barnabas Lekganyane.

Professor David Welsh of the
University of Cape Town said
the gathering was a potentially
significant support base.

used ‘to drum u

“All three leaders were pltch-
ing for support as one would ex-
pect them to do,” he said.

Mr Mandela and Chief Buthe-
lezi made ‘‘campaigning
speeches”, while Mr de Klerk
“showed more restraint”.

Political analyst and Head of
the Centre for Social Dynamics
at the Human Sciences Re-
search Council, Professor
Lawrence Schlemmer, said the
speeches were “very competi-
tive” but the leaders were not
necessarily “electioneering”.

The speeches were “relative-
ly light on self-congratulation
but heavy on warnings”.

Professor Robert Shrire of
the University of Cape Town
agreed with Professor Welsh
that the three leaders were

2)uaz

campaigning for support.

But he added: “The body lan-
guage was not very collegial
and in that sense they did the
predictable thing,

“The bottom line in a politi-
cal vacuum with an illegitimate
government is that supporters
{of political groups) will use
violence if they think it will
benefit them,” said Professor
Shrire.

The major loser in the vio-
lence was Mr de Klerk because
he had the most to lose, he
added.

The analysts, however, disa-
greed whether Bishop Lekgan-
yane had emerged as a poten-
tial broker in the negotiation
process after inviting the three
leaders.

p support’

Professor Welsh said that
“willy nilly” the bishop had
emerged as a significant broker
— a position which would be
hard to reconcile with the
church’s traditional avoidance
of politics.

Professor Shrire disagreed,
saying the bishop had not
emerged as a broker because
the bottom line was whether he
could deliver the votes.

National Peace Secretariat
chairman Dr Antonie Gilden-
huys said before the gathering
that it would help to end the
violence if the leaders clearly
told their followers that each
organisation had the right te
exist and to promote its aims
peacefully.
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Spirit of

goodwill
3) @)

amazes
STk 2|yl

observers

By Dirk Nel
Northern Transvaal Bureau |
T

e o .
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PIETERSBURG — The ovér-
whelming spirit of goodw’;ll
which marked Sunday's “Day,of
Peace” rally at Moria, whdre

political leaders addressed.

more than 1million Zion Chris-
tian Church members, hhs
amazed foreign media rep{e-
sentatives.

Accustomed to the vmled,’ce
frequently associated with large
gatherings in urban townships,
the sight of masses of peopje,
representing at least nine eth-
nic groups, kneeling in prayer,
and then cheering the messages
of peace delivered by President
de Klerk, Nelson Mandela ahd
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelegi,
prompted an American journal-
ist to deseribe the scene as “the

" other face of South Africa no-

body knows about”, i

“This is unreal,” said an Asso
ciated Press photographer, as
he documented the event for In-
ternational agencies.

Certainly, it was mterestmg
to see the enthusiasm with
which the arrival of all three
leaders was greeted, with Mr
Mandela, if anyone, eveking the
most tumnltuous applause. !

Each of the speakers brought
their own unigque style to the
proceedings. Mr de Klerk
adopted a logical approach,
Chief Buthelezi appeaied to the
emotions of his audience, while
Mr Mandela used the occaston
as a political platform. !

Telling the vast crowd that
peace could not be hought over
the counter, and would requ}re
hard work, Mr de Klerk also
suggested a few practical
guidelines to promote peace. |

He encouraged the people-to
strengthen their family life, to
discipline their children not : ‘to
participate in violence andito
become involved in community
projects aimed at promoting
positive recreation for young
people.

Chief Buthelezi used a very
self-effacing approach, saying
he sometimes felt deeply
ashamed of being a black South
African when reviewing the
countrywide violence. !

Mr Mandela focused on hhe

"various injustices of the past,

and committed the ANC to the
safeguarding of religious free-
dom in a future dispensation. |
When it was all over, Bishop
Barnabas Lekganyane deli-
vered his traditional Easter
message, and the cheer $hat
went up left no doubt as.to
where the Ioyalties of this par-
ticular audience really lay. !

()
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Hungry mouths ... i's blg business ieedlng the muititude

in the splrlt ... Exuberant dancers perform In front o! the podiuth

Preachmg peace

Leaders of the three major political
organisations went to Moria last
weekend to call for peace —buf the
huge voting bloc the Zionist
Christian Church represents must
have been at the back of their minds.

By PAUL STOBER

Photograp(hcs%%ew
ORIA wasThe venue of a passionale play

for the symypathy of the Zipnist Christian

S

Church by the leaders of South Alrica’s' B

three muost important political parties, but
no clear winner emerged

A glimpse into the future was revealed at the
Holy City when President FW de Klerk, African
National Congress president Nelson Mandela and
Inkatha Freedom Party leader Mangosuthu
Buthelezi tried to win over members of the ZCC
inmtch the same way they wil try to win the sup—
port of other sectors in the l fnin eleclm
constifuent assemby. U\ﬂ w4 l-lr

The ZCC is the largest independent Afrlcan
church in southern Africa and with an estimated
five million members can be an important support
base for any political pasty.

The voting power of the vast, brightly uni-
formed crowds at Moria, where a2 million or-more
Zionists gather every Easter, and the consequeat
political influence of the officially apolitical
chdrch, was obvious to the politicians last week.

The leader of the church, Bishop Barnabas
Lekganyare, had invited the three leaders to the

setvice to speak out against violence. *Yourpres-  Expressing thelr faith ... Zionlsts kneel in the dust of Motia City

ence atour service will show South Africa thal you
strive to see the end of politically motivated vio-
lence,"” said the invitation.

Although there was some hestitation, it was
never likely the political leaders would refuse the
invitation. Lekganyane's followers speak of him
with awe and wilt clearly follow his-lead in their
political behaviour.

Despile the blazing sun and the choking red dust
which billowed with every movement, the chusch-
goers waited patiently in their ranks, many with-
out food or water, from the early moming to the
end of the service late in the afternoon, to hear
Lekganyane speak. The marshals guarding the
boundaries of the stage had no problems control-
ling the crowds and were obviously proudeof their
members’ behaviour. “Our people are disci-
plined,” said one, referring to the quick obedience
with which members responded to their mslruc-
tions.

being likened.

While the presence of the party leaders mace the
service a highly politicised event, the affiliations of
the crowd remained hidden. None of the people The
Weckly Mail spoke to admitted to being a member
of any political party.

While the ZCC recognises the right of its them-
bers to engage in political activity, acconding o a
representative  of the South African
Communications Services — the government
information department brought in to handle the
media—the church had requested that reporters not
speak o members of the congregation.

Marshals whosaw members of the church speak-
ing to the press would politely interrupt the conver-
sation and ask the congregrant torefer the reperter to
the church's own information department.

A commen sentiment among those who were
prepared to comment on the of the politi-
cal fi igures was, “these leaders should bring us

~ Fhis very obedience set the event apart from the - peace”.

) k:mdof political rallies to- which the gathering was

Referring to Buthelezi, Tebea Moekeletsi of

Hammanskraal said: “"The ZCC is a peaceful nation
tike brothers and sisters and my advice is that he
should take the example of this peaceful naion 1am
nol ANC or IFP, so why should | be made to suf-
fer?”

Using the welcome the crowds gave the leaders
as they amived asa bamymeter, Mandela received the
mest recognition, followed by De Klerk and then
Buthelezi (see anticle alongside).

Seemingly forgetting the harsh wonds they had
exchanged earlier in the week, Mandela and
Buthelezi put aside their differences about the Zuu
king and embraced each other in ﬁnmofthedw
ing crowd,

None of the leaders made overt atlempts to sell
their parties or their policies, but al} appealed to the
religious affiliation of the crowd for suppon.

Mandela drew strongly on the history and sym-
bols of the church, refeming to “common objec-
tives” and anoverlap in membershipwith ihe ANC,

ANC Youth League president Peter Mokaba and
the ANC's northern Transvaal regional chaimman

Ngoako Ramatlohodi were introduced as members
of the Ziomst church,

Buthelezi and De Klerk ackdressed their speeches
totheir“Christianbemthers”™ and “felluw Christians™
and ascribed the violence in South Africa to forces
of evil and darkness. “It is as though Satan himsell
is standing next to those pulling the trigpers of
AK47s," said Buthelez.

Describing Zionists as hardworking and disci-
plined, De Klerk said: “There are no policemen e
becouse the people have love in their hearls™

But the crowd's enthusiasm for political pander-
ing paled in comparison to the adwlation given lo
Lekganyane, who spoke immediately after the
political leaders

He explained his invitation to the leaders (o
address the service as an altempt by the church to
helpsiem the violence.

“We pray that when you address your
God may penetrate their hearts so that they show
respeet and d;sctplme, which is one of the ways to
end lln:camagc. he said. '

LT
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Songs of pralse ...

Worshippers sway to thelr own unique rhythm
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By RAY NXUMALO @?
MORIA CITY resem a ve lnst weele

This modutainoos valley was humming and

+ buzzing as millions of stavnch ZCC worship.

pers gathered to listen to tiw:‘l:i;-, three” =—
Prestdent FW de Klerk, Nelson Mandela and
Manposutho Buthelezi — preach peace.

It woule scem most of the worshippers were
expecting the leaders to come by road: the
media entourage aroused the kind of energetic
cheering nsually reserved for herocs as the con-
vay relled along the dosty road to the panoram-
e podium.

Further away from the podium, waves of
male worshippers in khaki suits were attempi-
ing to out-jump each other while singing rous-
ing spiritual songs. They would sway in their
own uniqoe chythm and suddenly leap into the
air. And with.each jump clouds of dust billowed
Into the pir,

OF note was the sectarianism of the event:
mien and womnen had to stay on either side of an

* imaginary border, Women were nlso required

1o cover their heads at all times. The worst tnboo
Tsfor women to wear sleeveless dresses or pants,

Thearrivalol Buthelezd drew few cheers from
the superficially non-partksan gathering, Twelve
minutes later, the cheering wasdistinetly londer
— Mandela had arrived. He smilingly hogpged
thedignitaries, the cheering getting louder ashe
and Buthelezi embraced.

Buthelez retired to bis chalras Mandela con-

tinued to wave to the crowd. The cheerlng

-*» - *
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The peace preachers ... Inkatha's Mangosutpu Buthelezl, President FW de Klerk and ANC leader Nelson Mandela

Nelson leaves the others in the dust

24| L~ 29

became deafening, Suddenly, Buthelezt must
have realised the opportunity he was missing.
He leapt up, 2lmost knocking Mandela out of
the way, to salute the ¢crowd. He was a fraction
too late, the crowd had quicldy subsided.

De Klerk’sarrival wassignalied by the lnrgest
cloud of dust of the day, stirred up by his mon-
strous military helicopter, But then Lebowa isa

. dusty place. Foreign AfTairs Minister Pik Botha

and the state president’s wife completed his
entourage.

Members of the ZCC are known for thelr
generosity with applause; few can forget the
warm applause that interrupted former state
president PW Botha in mid-senience when he
addressed the spme gathering in 1985. De Kierk
wasalso treated to some of this conrtesy, bot not
very much more than that accorded to
Buthelezt.

Major Othaniel Mazibuko, a township police-
man in his daBy life, excelled in his dual role as
master of ceremonics and interprefer. He intro-
duced the guests, among whom were Lebowa
Chief Minister Nelson Ramodile, Gazankulu's
Professor Hudson Ntswanisi and kwaNdebele's
Prince James Mahlangu.,

But the day was not theirs: the show belonged
to the “big three”.

Buthelezi was the first tp address the gather-
Ing. A Norwegian journalist-remarked that “it
will be a first if he makes his speech in the allot-
ted 20 minutes”. True to form, he exceeded the
{ime imit, bot only by three minutes.

L33

Mandela's speech was cleverly sprinkled with
the ZCC's nxiomatic salutation *Khotse®,
which means “peace unto you™. And this drew
loud applause,

Through all this, De Klerk's increasing agita-
tion suggested o strong craving for a cigarette.

Bts turn to address the “peacefu) nation of
Zion™ came. It was a little ironfc that he —
escorted as he was by plinclothes members of
the security police — told the gathering “we
don’t need potice on this peaceful day™.

Botha appeared to be engrossed in the sweet
melodies churned out by a GaRankuwa male
choir, whose Afrikaans lyrics suggested they
comprised ex-drinkers who had found solace
and sanctuary in the chuerch, Their song:
Brandewyn los my (Brandy, let me go).

The leader of the ZCC, Bishop Barnnbas
Lekganynne, spoke longest, and his lengthy
speech was multiplied fourfokt, as it had to be
translated inio four languapes.

Heavy smoker that he is, De Klerk was by this
time clearly yearning for at least one desperate
pull. But, rules are rules around this place and
smoking is one of the pleasures one cannot
indulge in at Moria.

FW did get a smoke of anofher kind, howey-
ert the gathering was a victory for the Zionists,
who finally saw the country®s most important
political figures share the proverbial peace pipe
with their leader.

For that, the state president was probably
willing to forego his kahit for a while.
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By PAUL STOBER

AN invitation in 1985, at the heightof politicat unrest

in South Africa’s townships, to then skate president

PW Botha to address its Easter gathering, led to the

Zion Christian Church being labelled conservative.
Asimilarinvitation by the church this year, notonly

Aftican National Congress and the Inkatha Freedom
Party, is forcing a review of this assessment.

Ina ZCC journal, contributor Jan Mukbondo pro-
wdesakzytothelmgﬂmmngufﬂn?[tglmhst

‘Clmsuamtyxsmmewayortheoﬂmnﬂbmdbyﬂn :
change of our times,” he wriles,

Actording to meuasor Dionne Csafford, of the
University of Pretoria's theology faculty, the church
hastraditionally tnged ts members to be obedient cit-
izens. .

“The church Supports orderly government and
encourages its members to obey the law. In the past
there has been a good relationship between the ZCC
and the government,” she said,

The freeing of the polilical process and the legiti-
macy the govemment had given the ANCand the IFP
by negotiating wilh them at the Convention for a
Democatic South Africa are possibly some of the
changes leading to the church inviting the other polit-
ical leaders fo address its members,

Despite these changes, the church remains reso-
lutely apolitical, although its poticy recognises the
right of individual members to engage in political
activity of their choice.

Nevertheless, it does notapprove of church figures
adopting a political profile. Mukhondo expresses dis-
approval of “ministers of religion who have shown
their real colours and declared themselves members
of political organisations they have been promoting
within Christ’s chureh”,

. The church sees itself contributing (o the pohitical
process through prayer, and providing basic education
and tmining to individuals to enable thent to partici-
pate in a post-apariheid society. The ZCC has a bur-
sary scheme and isconducting a literacy campaign.

Explaining its relationship with the South Aftican
Council of Churches, which has Jong been part of the
anti-apartheid camp, the ZCCsaid ina goldembossed
“overview” brochure released this week that it has
always considered the SACC affiliates to be sister
churches.

However, an apparent source of tension between
the tworreligious bodies is the SACC s peroeived alli-
gance to the ANC: “The ZCC has noobjection o
working with other churches on refigious objectives
but reserves theright not fo espouse the policies of any
one party.”

‘The social and moral values of the church are
undoubtedly conservative and em_l:dlaswe traditional
Affican values,

Describing itself as distinctly Afiican, the ZCC

said: “Thechurchexpresses Christianity inan African

coniext The leadership of the ZOC has contihued to

be Aficanjentrenching the Africaness of the church.
The;nembershlp of the ZCC is overwhelmingly -

Afiican.”

According lo the brochure, this accommodation of

church anid tradition has “given its members an iden-

nlyto which they can refate atall times, because there

isnodichotomy in theit lives and as church members
and members of society”. This accommodation part-

Iy explainsthe growth of the churchsince itsfounding |

in 1910.

Inline with Aftican traditions, the church isstrong-
Iy patriarchal. “In keeping with the idea of the man as
head of the clan, in s leadershipas wefl asceremonies
and rituals, there is no question of ladies officiating,
Marriage and polygamy as of old is permitted,”
explained the ZOC.

The ZCC is led by the Bishop Barnabas
Lekganyane, grandson of the charismatic preacher,
Engenas (Ignatius) Lekganyane, who founded the
church. Very little is known about Barnabas
Lekgariyane, who bas led the church since he was 13
years ofd. The adoration which the members of the
churchbestowon him hasbeendescribed as*“cultish”,

The church does not allow intesviews with him,
and redUiests to do so usuaily end with a board that
runs the cherch, This level of privacy —— if not sscre-
cy — merely enhances the mystique bf the leader of

| southern Africa’s largest indepenilent church. '

toPresident FW de Klerk butalso to the leaders of the -~ *

N



Individ
afraid t
complain,
say Holic
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By GAYE DAVIS: Cape Town
POLICE were aware that taxi opera-
tors used violence and intimidation to
secure routes and ranks, but because
individuals were not prepared to come
. forward and lay complaints, the alle-
gations were seldom investigated, &
committee of the Goldstone
Commission heard this week.

.. For the same reason, taxi operators’
allegations that their complaints to
police “fell on deaf ears”™ were also not
investigated, said Lieutenant-Colonel

Philippus Nel, head of the Stability| :

Unit (formerly the riot squad).

Asked why he did not mention, ina
report he submitted to the committee,
accasions when police were accused
of inaction, Nel said these grievances
“did not exist” as no one was prepared
to come forward. He also had no spe-
cific instructions 1o deal with allega-
tipns against police in his submission.

Nel was under cross-examination
by John van der Berg, counsel for the
African National Congress, Black
Sash, Unrest Monitoring Awareness
Committee (UMAC) and the Cape
Town Peace Committee.

Earlier the committee heard that
since 1986, police had repeatedly
brought warring taxi factions together
for talks. Hands would be shaken and
violence would abate — but because
police were powerless to do anything)
about the system of routes and permits|
lying at the heart of the conflict, peace
agreements were always temporary.

After a complaint that members of|
the Western Cape Black Taxi
Association (Weblay were preventing
drivers from a rival atganisation from
exercising their legal right of ranking
at certain places, police gave Webta
two weeks (o inform its members that
pn a certain day the police would
ensure all legaily licenced drivers
could use the facilities. -

The plan did not go through Webta
members failed 10 turn up at a subse-
quent meeting and police could not
establish that 2ll its members knew of]|
the ultimatumn, Nel sad.

He denied it was a case of the police
giving Webta “a chance to get its
house in order so the police would not
have to act against them”, saying it
was an attempt “to prevent blood-
shed”. In the event, rival members did
not attempt using the ranks — for fear
of intimidaton, he said. )

Asked why they should fear intimi-;
datiog in the presence of the police,
Nel s&id attacks could take place any-|
where along a driver's noute.

He was not aware of the success rate
of police investigations into taxi-relat-
ed viclence as these were dealt with by
another unit, he said.

Counsel for the Department of|
Transport, G Le Roux, teld the com-
mittee he would bring evidence which
would prove wrong “wild” allegalions

made by Helen Zille, a consulfant for}*

the Cape Town City Council who

investigated the conflict and gave evi-] *
dence earlier of “chacs and criminal|

negligence” in the offices of the Local
Read Transportation Board.

The committee, chaired by Cape
attorney general Niel Rossouw, also
heard a police estimate that up lo 75
percent of mini-bus taxis operating in
Cape Town did so illegally — and that
while 26 percent of hlack commuters
used taxis in 1989, by November last
year this had dropped to six percent.
The fali-off cowld clearly be atiributed
to the taxi war, said fransport analyst
Paui Mann.

-

_¢ A WEEK OF NEW MOVES TO COMBAT VIOLENCE ;

Fiddling while t

mad 2upfe—2¢ ylg

LE leaders of black politi-

Top black leaders and church men met this Week to discuss

cal groups and prominent
churchmen sat in a plush

the violence raging across the country —and while they

Johannesburg hotel talking

talked, more died By PAT SIDLEY

about violence, and the Nationat Peace
Committee and Sccretariat threatened
to bare thus-far mythical teeth if politi-
cians wag (heir tongues too much, train
massacres and hostel violence contin-
ued unabated as if cocking a snoot at
the multitude of words.

While the now-daily train massacre
was In progress, at feast one clergyman®
decided to protest against the train vio-
oo EN
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By LENASLACHMULDER
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- Ntlonal Peace Aceord fooksdmpres-
-sives In 10 chupters I sddreses pen-

" eral prieiples of peace-making, ag b

well us speeific goidelines for estab-

lishing stractures to fmplement
" peice. Almost alk controversial eles”,

roends are addvessed, locluding pers

tefved bins in policing and judictal - 3
inefficlency, and there s even o prov - §
gramme for the soclo-economic - &
backup needed for peace through

reconstruction,
Bot serious proble[m have arisen

fn insplementiog the accord in Notal, . 8

Delays in setting up key strizctures
tadeal withpolice necountability and
the courts are a mafor shorfeoniing,
Other peglected fssues < the contii-
ued vagupness of the law relating lo
dangerous weapons, & aon-existent
tudeof conduct for ike Soath Afrivat<
Delenee Fores, onpgolng slfence dver
the setting up of seif-defence units v
only apgravate the sitoation,

The stractores stipolated in the
accord to-ensure police accountabili-
ty — 8 Polce Botrd comprising
police and civillan members which
weould mnke recommendations to the
winister of law snd order, and
reporting officers swhawould address
complnints of pollce bias and erimi:
ap) activity — are stilt not in place.

“The Jack of these structures is the
mait obstacle to bringing peace to
our arens,” says Felix Dlamini, the

A TR e

Ienoe at slightly closer range— Father  washed up on the shores of political
Smangaliso Mkatshwa of the Institute  reform.

of Contextual Theology joined a group
of protesters whosat-in at the Spoomet  the National Peace Accord (NPA) was
offices.

From Seplember 14 Jast year, the day

signed until the end of March this year,

Tragically, the fine words seemed~ 1 533 people were killed in pelitical

only to highlight the absolute impo- violence with 2 756 injured. By
tence of political and spititual leadersto - Tuesday this week a further 223 bedies
stem the dreadful tide of cadavers had been added to the list with 443
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African Notional Congress® repre. " . -
sentative on the Unilaxtlocal Dispute  Thefalks proceed ... Butis he listening? Bhato: JUSTINSHOLK
R‘ﬁﬂfﬁf&?m:: m of the speeding up and pricritisiog pbliti- ‘The silence over the SAUF vode of

accord’s implementation have
“plched vp Momenitm® since a
March 21 meeting between the
Naiionat Peace Secretoriat and the
chairmen of the 11 regional DRCs,
decopding fo Natnl-kwaZolu reglon-
al BRC ghalrman MC Pretorius, He

says faw societies and bar councils”

sre nominating Police Board mem-
bers, anct that veporting officers are
already in place - in the form of the
South African Police and kwaZnlo
Police linison officers who sit on the
regional and tocal BRCS,

However, Pretorius 15 the only
DRC membet holdlag this view. His
collengues have called for a specific

s siractore tyaddress gnly problems of

police bins and criminality.

“fhe Failure fo implement these

 structures fends tonggravate the per-

“eeption that the police are not nde.
pendent,” comments Brion Cureln,

natlonal director of Lawyers for |

' Humao Rights, . .
A second major eriticism of the
focord’s implementation kasbeen its
nabiiity to bring keown perpetrators
“of violence to book., Many people
“believed that the aceord would
ensuce thelr prompt artest and prog-
ctution through the establishment of

cally-relnted cases — amd by ensur-
ing witness protection,

But, according to Pretorius and
“Nutionat Peace Secretariat chatrman
Antonie Glldenhuys, these courisare
no longer on the cards. *We've

{nsteagl incrensed the efficiency of the
{ocad conrty hy incrensing the sitting
fime. There & now no delay in bring-

Ing prosecutiohs o vourt,” says-

Pretorius,

Huoman-rights lowyers disagree.
They say they have noticed nochauge
Ine the conrt system, and that cases
continue to be ignored and inade-
quately investigated by the police.

“Most people in our areas are
“afraid to come forward with infor-
mation in fear of thelr lives,” says
Inkatha Freedom Porty central com-
mlitee member Thomas Shabataka,
whosils on the Natal-kovaZulu refgo-

.aal DRC,

i ‘The handful of local DRCs which
have been set up lack fhe power to

" enforce peace measures because of a
delay in appointing justices of the
peace, as required by the accord, The
Justices cannot be appointed natil
legfsiation defining their mandate 5

« passed, and In the menntime the local

" DRCs are copstrained in their negoti-

sptciak eriminsd courts — slmed 44 « ation and mediation roles.

conduct and the detting up of self.
defence units has added to thi difli-
culties. The highly charged fssue of
kwaZula Police jurisdiction hasbeen
referred to the Convention for a
Democratic Scouth Africa (Codesa),
teaving peacemakers in Natal with
their hands tied aver allegations of
KZP misconduct,

Despite these shorlcomings of the
necord, however, many believe there
is much to be achieved threugh con.
tinning to work with focal DRCs,
pravided comrunication with conn-
munities is mproved, LI

“At least now you have ANC and
{FP leaders in Umlazi mecting at
least once o weelk,” says Currin.
“They phone each other directly and
several problems have been averted.”

Laocal altempts at peace-meking
are under national serutiny, and the
suocess or fallure of the reglonal and
local DRCs will instilk confidence —
ot despalr < In the process.

Thelr efforts have been eocour-
aped by the fact that tmore money has
recently been mnde availitble to reim-
burse local Teaders aftending peace
meetings, and by the fact that a
reglonally based advertising cam-
paign will be under wiy soon.

-BUT WILL THEY SUCCEED

O%Qips burn

injured, says the Human Rights
Commission.

To deal with this, thie church leaders
of the South African Council of
Churches called an “emergency sum-
mit on viclence” to which they invited
the leaders of political groups whose
followers are the victims of the vio-
lence. That naturally meant black
groups and mainly black leaders. The
govemment, military and police wene
left out of the meeting but a further
meeting has been sought with them.

Less understandable was the almost
complete absence of represeatatives of
the mothers, wives and sisters who
have lost their nearest and dearest —
only three women among 76 delegates
were present - and no women's inter-
est groups were invited.

Also missing were representatives of
those whites who while no! immediate
victims of the violence, may want to
contribute toits solutions. Al the end of
the summut, political and church lead-
ers had produced a statement with few
new insights of commitments.

They blamed the violence primarily

. onthe government, the National Party,

the legecy of apartheid and its agents.
Anplican Archbishop Desmond Tuiu
however, was careful to note to both
journalists and to the summit earlier
that the victims of the violence them-
selves ought to be more introspective
and question why *1t is that black peo-
ple do kill black people, piven all the
manifold causes that have been identi-
fied, we still want to have o ask our-
selves what has bappened lo the
humanity of our people that they may
be ready to be bribed into killing their
fellow blacks™,

They called for jomt political rallies
—acall made several umes before and
not yet acted upon,

They called for an “international
mechanism to monitor violence” but
differed over whe tius should be

They committed themselves to “cre-
ate mechanisms for peace-creation at
the *hotspots” of violence”, such as hos-
tels and informal setilements — bul
formulated no concrete plans as they
sal far from the hotspots

‘They calted upon the merdia to realise
that they have an important role to play
in creating a chmate of peace — hut
excluded the media from the entire pro-
ceedings

Sam Buti, moderator of the Dutch
Reformed Chutch 1n Africa and resi-
dent of Alexandra, whose small church

" is in the centre of the bloodied batle

zone found the experience “very frus-
rating”.

The level of agreement among the
delegates, said Buli, meant that discus-
siom was in very general terms about
violence. 1t was as though some may be
frightened to anger others by being
more specific.

What wenl missing, said Buti, was
any reference to existing real trouble-
spots, like his own Alex, or
Meadowlands hostel (which suffered a
hand-grenade attack thatevening short-
ly after reporters had asked why leaders
weie in the hotel and ot in the hostel),
or Phola Park,

Buti said he had eventually suggest-
ed, and it was agreed, that the follow-
up meeting would deal with specifics.

At the end of the day, the leaders
slapped each others’ backs happily,
with National Peace Commitlee vice-
chairman and Methodist presiding
bishop Stanley Mogoba remarking to
joumalists that the experience was how
he imagined “‘a real South African par-
liament” would be {wilh no women or
whites, one imagined}. The National
Peace Commitiee said it would call to
account any politician who said bad
thnps The press lauded the moves in
both areas as tough-talking and new
initiatives.

And a score more black lives were
lost while the talk-shop continued.




ca’s . Methodist
bishop, Stanley
ogoba, was full of hope
when he described
Wednesday’s emergency
summit on violence at-
tended by black SA’s reli-
gious and vo_ﬁnu.- lead-
ers.

Said Bishop Mogoba:
“Today I was given an
idea of what a future par-
w_ntnB in SA 3: be

qu

H-ﬂn-n SA: 1

c|prer  2bf ﬁﬁ\
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disagreement” among the !

- delegates. Could the:

Archbishop spell them
out?

He responded: “We
(the church) assume the
best about' people. You
assume that everyone is a

¢ saint until the contrary is
:EdﬁF There were quite
. 4S0me

“which

A

_wmmom
cropped up.” .- .
Some nn_nmwg had ex-
pressed a feeling that the
violence in black SA was

}3&8 enough to suspend

%omogﬂoa with the na-

,r tionalist government.
WJ % Others expressed dis-

. It was an ocmnﬁmnon )
from the heart, Nelson

Mandela, Clarence Mak-

wetu, Bennie Alexander,

Pandelani Nefolovhodwe,
Musa Mpyeni, Khoza
Mzgojo, Sam wﬁm. Bantu
Holomisa ... m= ‘were
there.

“The >20 w>o and’

the IFP had _oowom them-

selves into a conference

room in a Johannesburg

hotel. .
Leaders J.oB the

church, Iabour, _black

business and homeland

parties worked hard to
seck a way of ending the
political violence wrack-
ing SA. :

Of course the govern-
ment and security forces
were not invited to the
summit. SA Council of
Churches general secre-
tary Frank Chikane, the
moving spirit behind the
summit, later told jour-
nalists that this exclusion
was not to mean that the
pair were by implication
responsible for Em vio-
lence.

But, va::nn oﬁ Chi- -
kane, the summit had

,ssbﬁm to qu?n on@.

blacks initially “because
we wanted to bring to this

_particular meeting those

who belonged to those
communities affected by

" the viglence.”

The thorny question of
why there were no women
at the summit — *“an issue
that is causing us a fair

_deal of pain” — was raised.

But, said Chikane, the

" organisers felt they could

not prescribe delegation

k2

; SBvoﬂﬂon to En mnnun.
“ing organisations. -

Questioned on why

the summit, Chikane told

journalists that the vio-
. lence affected everybody

and that similar events
would be held to include
white representative bo-
dies. )

He added, however,
that some whites had at-
tended as part of the dele-
gations. -

. Chikane told Ga nmm
that the summit “is one

B ¢ on Tpart of anm inmjtiative
whites were not invited to ™

among many”, - - --
In his opening state-
ment, Anglican Archbish-
op Desmond Tutu ex-
plained why the summit
was organised.
“We wanted to know

; why blacks kill blacks.

What has happened to the
humaaity of our people?”
he said.

Tutu made it clear that

the mEEEr ..ﬁ_..._ow was
closed to the media, had

not been a slap-dash, hap- -
* py-go-lucky affair: “We

were frank. We are not
ﬂ.u..Bm 8 paper .9_6_.

,E_n Gmn Nobel womoo
Prize laureate said: “I
made a presentation (at
the summit) and what I
said was that "political
leaders should put a mor-
‘atorfum on violence. Cur

feeling is that political

) mz#!zn THE BLAME ... bn n_.o summit on violence were SA Council of Churches uo..o..n_ secrotary Frank Chikane

. {left}, Anglican b..n_.uma_-ou Uou.:o:n ._.._.-: w.z_ mbon t..ow_no:. D.. !uo_o _n-ouu. ~ R Plct a_!.__iu -:Eu. ; , :

Fwnom_. in w ﬂu«. B.n also
a contributing factor. But
we are not invelved in a
mmmou.woﬁgm exercise.”
Archbishop Tutu was
obviously distressed, his
word of conciliation a far
cry from the fiery activist
at the forefront of black
resistance in the 80s.

- A BBC journalist tried

hard to pin him to specif-
ics, ~particularly after

" Archbishop Tutu said

there had w.onn “areas of

.sponded:

i . content at an internation-

al monitoring group step-

.uEmESmonoﬁoﬁ

troubles.

" Ultimately, Em dele-
gates agreed to accept a
shared responsibility for
the violence  and under-

&took to organise joint po-
Yitical -peace rallies, ac-

cording to a two-page,
three-point statement.
" Did this mean that say,
Mandela and Buthelez,
will share platforms to
preach a new-found peace
message?

Bishop gomog Te-
“We realised
the urgency of this mat-

-ter. We want to get our
_political leaders to certain

places. We have urged
our leaders to be seen to-
gether at joint (peace) ral-
lies. It was our unanimous
view that this should hap-
Rﬂ-uu

The ANCs Jacob
Zuma, asked to sum up
his feelings afterwards,
simply said: “Tonight P'm
going to sleep a hopeful
person.”



“ By MATHATHA TSEDU

THE Lutheran Church in the
Northern Transvaal is facing a

- groundswell of rebellion whose .

roots can be traced to the blur- -

ring of political lines due to re-
form. ’

it will not take part in elections for a
deputy dean of their circuit in protest
against selective and inconsistent im-
plementation of the church’s political
policy. ’

While this decision follows a fairly
recent incident in which the parish
invited a government representalive to
address its rally, church insiders say

the root cause relates to attempts by a -

clique within the Devhula Circuit to
wrest control of the church in the inter-
ests of a political force.

But the seeds of the present discon-
tent go back much further, when, in
what was seen at the time as a mile-
stone decision, the church ruled that
there should be no contact with the
State apparatus and its tentacles, |

This ruling extended to State instru-
ments such as the SABC and meant
that Lutheran priests could not use
radio and television programmes to
propagate the word of God.

But as reform gripped the country
and the State took the initiative to
change the face of oppression,
vnbanning political organisations and
thus making possible allies of erst-
while foes, this principle became
somewhat elastic.

"The Dzanani parish has decided that -

DEAN FARISANI

And so we saw no less a person than
the well-known Dean Tshenuwani
Farisani fratemising with bantustan
leader Brigadier Gabriel Ramushwana
of Venda at Codesa as part of the
Venda delegation. )

Some of Farisani's co-delegates in
the Venda delegation at Cbdesa were
in fact Lutherans who had tried, about
nine years earlier, to have him expelled
from the church and failing that, at-
tempted to form a separate Venda Lu-
theran Chuich.

24 /4191~

The church said nothing about
Farisani’s involvement with
Ramushwana, and instead passed a
resolution at a diocesan council (DC),
wishing Codesa well and imploring

* God to bestow it with his blessings.

. But the matter took a different fum

='when the Dzanani parish, under the

.- leadership of the Rev Tshidumbu
" Herman Siavha, held a rally early this

- year and invited a speaker from the

-Venda government.

" The speaker who turned up for the
rally, Councillor for Posts and Tel-
ecommunications Mr Ligege, isalsoa
senior member of the church.

He had initially been part of the
separatist group but later apologised to
the church.

Following protests Siavha, who had
been appointed deputy dean in Octo-
ber, was demoted by the DCin January
and castigated for transgressing
church policy regarding contact with
bantustan governments.

The DC also decided that he would
be transferred from the Devhula circuit
under Farisani to another circuit.

When the head of the diocese,
Bishop SE Serote, was conironted
aboult the seeming inconsistency of the
church ruling and asked about
Farisani’s role in Codesa, he said the
two were not the same,

Serote said his information was that
Farisani had been elected by people to
represent them at Codesa and was not
part of the bantustan delegation. This
position conflicis with the actual situ-
ation as Farisani is in a list supplied by

-

the Venda government of its working
group members.

Following the DC decision to de-
mote and transfer Siavha, the Dzanani
parish council held a meeting on
March 29 and decided that the DC
decision showed inconsistency in that
it did not question Farisani’s involve-
ment with Ramushwana.

Deciding that it would boycolt elec-
tions to elect a deputy dean to replace
Siavha, the parish called for acommis-
sion of inguiry into the matter and
implied that all was not well.

“We feel there might be some hid-
den issues which may have been
brought into the matter and others
which were left outside. It is imporiant
that we parishioners know the truth,”
the parish resolved.

" No compassion

The council said the action taken
against Siavha showed no compassion
nor did it display any spirit of fairness,
justice, forgiveness and understand-
ing.

“When entertaining a case of this
nature, you should listen to both sides
of the story. To our knowledge this was
ngt done. The pastor in charge and the
parish were left outside. This is not
fair,”” the parish said in resolutions
sent to Serote.

Serote told Sowetan he had not yet
received the resofutions and could not
say what steps will be taken. Farisani,
to whom a copy has also been sent, is
overseas.

Church insiders say the problem

seemed to have its origins in Siavha’s
appointment by the DC in October last
year as deputy dean, over the RevZwo
Nevhutalu, who had been ahead in
voles at the circuit.

These sources say there are moves
by ANC members to take over key
leadership positions of the church in
the circuit and that Siavha was disliked
because he.was politically inactive.

Nevhutatu, whois an active member
of the ANC, is tipped to become the
new deputy dean. The sources said
while church members agree that the
Dzanani parish was wrong in involv-
ing bantustan officials in church af-
fairs, the majority feeling is that if
action is taken against Siavha as leader
of the parish, the same should apply to
Farisani or any other church leader
who does the same.

And so, as the political dividing
lines between comrades and collabo-
rators seemingly gets blumed by the
reformist actions of the De Klerk re-
gime, the church finds itself caught in
between.

Attheend of the day, the question at
the centre of this row amounts to sim-
ply this: Is involvement in Codesa,
with its bantustan participants or even
as part of a bantustan delegation, less
criminal and in fact acceptable, while
mixing with the same puppet leaders at
church functions is punishable by de-
motion and transfer?

The Lutheran Church is finding it-
self having to answer those guestions
as a matter of urgency or face dissent
within its membership.
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Southern Africa’s Anglican bish-
ops yesterday warned of anar-

chy if violence was allowed to

continue in South Africa, and
g:alled for the installation of an
interim government.

They condemned in a state-
ment what they called the jock-
eying for power at the Conven-
tion for a Democratic South
Africa. . '

After a five-day synod that
ended on Friday in Kempton
Park, the bishops said th
for an interim govemment.and
elections for 2 representative
constitution-making assembly
“is far greater than the some-
times petty jockeying for power
that is seen in Codesa”. -

Referring to the recent sen-
tencing to death of former po-
lice captain Brian Mitchell for

murdering 11 black people, the |

bishops said: “The Govern:
ment’s inadequate, half-hearted
response {0 revelations in the
trial exposes it8 incapacity to
run a proper police force.

“We call on all parties to
move urgently towards the es-

ernment.”

They called on
work quickly towards setting up
an international monitoring
force to be present in situations
of conflict.

The bishops, from Lesotho,
Mozambigue, South Africa and
Swaziland, warned feuding po-
litical parties against placing
all the blame for the violence
on the Government.

“They have as much of a duty
as the Government to ook erit-
jcally at themselves and their
followers,” the statement said.

They urged people to get in-
volved at grassroots level in
working for the implementation
of the National Peace Accord,

to play ap active part in the po-
litical process and to promote a
culture of tolerance. — Sapa.

tablishment of an interim gov-

Codesa to :
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After a weekend marked by
violent clashes between
Reef township residents,
hostel inmates and police
since Workers™ Day on Fri-
day,, the death toll stood at
15 this morning.

A policeman — Sergeant
Raymond Maritz (24) stabbed
in the eye and shot in the chest
by a mob in Klipspruit, Soweto,
after he shot dead a suspected
drug dealer yesterday — was
the latest victim of township
violence. '

Soweto police spokesman,
Colonel Fanyana Zwane, said
Sergeant Maritz, of the Soweto
branch of the Narcotics Bureal,
went to the Klipspruit squatter
camp at about 11 am to arrest 2
man allegedly dealing in drugs.

After the suspect sol Ser-
geant Maritz dagga worth R20,
the policeman tried to arrest
the man, When the suspect
pulled out a knife and stabbed
Sergeant Maritz in the eye, the
policeman shot the man dead.

A large and aggressive crowd
of residents gathered at the
scene and Sergeant Maritz
jumped in his car and tried to

his ey
Maritz to drive into a boulder.

The mob surrounded the car,
pulied him oul and a squatter
fatally shot him in the chest.

Two policernen who later ar-
rived on the scene were robbed
of a shotgun and 2 pistol.

In other unrest-related inei-

_ mid-afternoon as

ax [ R RPN

]

Al ST
dents, four people were killed at
Dube Hostel and Merafe Station
in Soweto on Saturday.

On Friday, three men died in
Dobsonville, Soweto, in running
pattles between police, resi-
dents and nostel inmates.

Gun battles continued until
Dobsonville
Hostel inmates reportedly took
pot shots at taunting youths.

According to the official po-
lice unrest report, three people
dead in Alexandra

day.

Action by police in the area
prevented what could have been
a bloody sequel to an otherwise
peaceful May Day rally after an
angry mob tried to storm Ma-
dala Hostel, an Inkatha Free-
dom Party stronghold. -

Baragwanath Hospital su-
Dr Annamarie

tims of sharp- ointed ammuni-
tion — were certified dead on
arrival Thursday morning. Six-
teen other gunshot victims were
peing treated, Dr Richter said.
Three policemen — Lieunten-
ant Andre Steenkamp, Consta-
ble Corbnelius Killian and Con-
stable John Cave — were in-
jured and later admitted to the |

Garden City Clinic. it
_ In other yiolence on Satur-~ .
day, a man was hacked to death

at Tokoza ou the East Rand,
and another found shot dead at
ZonkeZizwe, in the same area.

At Imbali, Maritzburg, the
body of a man who had heen
shot was found slumped in his
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squatters

JOHANNESBURG. -- A group of angry Soweto
squatters killed a young police narcotics agent in
Klipspruit yesterday after he shot dead an alleged
drug-dealer.

Police spokesman Csolone! Fanyana Zwane said
Sergeant Raymond Maritz, 24, of the Soweto branch
of the narcotics bureau, was stabbed in an eye and
then shot three times in the chest. He died at
Garden City Clinic here.

Colonel Zwane said Sergeant Maritz went o the
squatter camp at 11lam to arrest a suspected drug-
dealer,

- After the suspect sold Sergeant Maritz dagga
worth R20, the policeman tried to arrest him. When
the man pulled out 2 knife and stabbed Sergeant
Maritz in the eye, the policeman shot the man dead,

A large aggressive crowd then gathered at the
scene and Sergeant Maritz jumped into his car to try
to get help. “However, his bleeding eye wound
caused Sergeant Maritz to drive into a boulder,”
Colonel Zwane said.

5 killed in Alexandra

The mob then surrounded the ecar, pulled the
policeman out and an unidentifed squatter fatally
shot him 1n the chest.

Two policemen who arrived on the scene later
were robhed of a shotgun and a pistol.

In other weekend incidents three people were
found dead in Alexandra. Two had been shot and
one stabbed.

This brought to five the number of people killed
in Alexandra since Workers Day on Friday.

In other violence on Saturday, a man was hacked
to death at Thokoza on the East Rand and another
found shot dead at ZonkeZizwe, 1n the same area.

In separate incidents on Friday, four people were
killed at Dube hostel and Merafe station in Soweto
Wﬂb& Mmﬁmnmuw station and ZonkeZizwe on the East

and.

At Imbali, Maritzburg, the body of a man who had
been shot was found slumped in his minibus on
Friday, — Sapa

Anglican bishops wa

JOHANNNESBURG. — South.
ern Africa’s Anglican bishops
yesierday warned of anarchy if
violence was allowed to con-
tinue in South Africa and
called for the installation of
an interim government

In a statement at the end of a
five-day synod they also con-
demned what they called the
“1ockeying for power” at Co-

desa.

They said the need for an
interim government and elec-
tions for a representative con-
stitution-making assembly “is
far greater than the sometimes
petty jockeying for power that
1s seen 1n Cedesa”.

Referring to the recent sen-
tencing to death of SA Police
Captain Brian Mitchell for

of

anarchy

. méwu eryls
murdering 11 bISCK people! convinced that ““the evidence

the bishops said “The govern-
ment’s inadequate, half-heart-
ed response to revelations in
the trial exposes its incapacity
to run a proper police force
and underscores the urgency
of establishing an interim
government to take control of
the police "

The bishops said they were

now emerging of deliberate,
cold-blooded use of violence
for political ends is hut the tip
of an iceberg”.

“Anarchy will grow to the
degree that nobody will be
able to escape 1t and no
government will be able to end
it," they said. — Sapa
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WINNIE SINGS

Mrs Winnie Mandela,
sings at the annual meeting of the ANC's Women

estranged wife of ANC leader

T,

she was re-elected unopposed as chairwoman.

s League in Johannesburg yesterday where

Winnie
re-clected-
to top

ANCHES
JOHANNESBURG.
Mrs Winnie Mandela, es-
tranged wife of ANC
president Mr Nelson
Mandela, was yesterday
re-elected unopposed as
chairwoman of the ANC
Women’s League in the
PWYV region at its annual
meeting here,

Two other nominees,
Ms Amina Cachalia and
Ms Mavivi Manzini,
chose not to stand.

The executive mem-
bers were chosen by se-
cret ballot at a closed
meeting. They include
Mrs Gwen Mahlangu as
deputy ehairwoman, Mrs
Lindi Maseko as general
secretary, Ms Maria Mo-
japelo as assistant
general secretary and
Mrs Marjorie Nkomo as
treasurer.

Mrs Mandela was not
available for comment

Pictura: AP
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Own Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG. — Special security
measures are to be taken from teday to
prevent intimidation of commuters want-
ing to use trains in spite of a hoycatit by
black organisations, a police spokesman
said vesterday.

The hoycott comes into effect today in
protest against continuing violence on
trains and has been backed by the ANC,

U @ n..lh‘.. 5
PAC and the Civics Assocation of Southern
Transvaal (Cast).

A spokesman for the steering committee
on train violence, Mr Ronnie Mamoepa,
said talks had been held with Putco and
Sabta to arrange additional transport for
people boycotting the trains. He said Sabta
had agreed not to implement a planned
fare hike today.

He said the boycoit was t{o emphasise

ct train-users

9

dermands for adequate security, the arrest
of killers and redirection of the govern-
ment's R5 million spending on covert se-
curity operations to pay for commuter safe-
ty measures.

The boycott will go ahead despite agree-
ments hetween community Ieaders and the
SA Rail Commuter Corporation last week
when the corporation agreed that it wounld
not allow armed people to board traims.

T
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Bishops w

SOUTHERN Africa’s Anglican
bishops yesterday wamed of anarchy
if violence was allowed to continue.
In a statement issued after a five-
day synod that ended in Kempton
Park on Friday, the bishops con-
demned what they called the “jock-
eying for power’” seen at Codesa.

£

3

They smﬁ%ﬂeed faré}ﬁ}mg_ %ang 11 black people, the bish-

government and elections for arepre-
sentative constitution-making’ assemm-
by “§s far greater than the sometimes '
petty jockeying for power thal is seen
in Codesa”. &

~ops said: “The Government’s inad-
‘equate, half-hearted response (o rev-

elations in the trial exposes its inca-

- pacity to run a proper police force and

", underscores the urgency of establish-

Referring 1o the recent sentencmg -mg an interim govemmem to take

"control of the police.”- Sapa.

oy

todeath of Captain Brian Mitcheil for
e ——emey -
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pE t st a"l}: BCodesa

ELEVEN eligious organisationsclaiming torepresent 4,5
million will demonstrate at Codesa 2 on Friday to protest
againsithe conference being opened with Christian, Hindu,
Jewish and-Muslim prayers. . :

“The organisations want a Christian ccremony mslead

United Christian Action spokesman Mr Edward Cain
said -yesterday that ‘announcements of the inter-faith -
prayers.at: Codesa 2 “are séen as-confirmation thal: the
views of Bible-believing Christians are being deliberalely
rcjected’’. - Sapa. = .




Church leaders to quiz FW

on goyt’s h:

CHURCH leaders, including' SA Council of
Churches (SACC) general secretary Frank
Chikane, will meet President F W de Klerk
next week to discuss political violence and
government’s alleged involvement in it.

Church leaders requested the meeting
with De Klerk and Law and Order Minister
Hernus Kriel on April 28 — days after they
had convened an emergeney summit of
black political organisations on violence,

An SACC spokesman said yesterday the
meeting would be held in Cape Town next
Friday.

He said although the meeting was not
about recent allegations that government
had planned the killings of its opponents,
church leaders were expected to raise the
matter as “it has something to do with
violence”.

Meanwhile the Rustenburg committee
of the National Conference of Churches in
SA has called for prayer on June 5 to end
violence.

The committee said it hoped employees
and employers would agree on a total work
stoppage from llam to 2pm.

The Human Rights Commission (HRC)
said yesterday 41 people had died and 44
were injured in violence countrywide in
the week ending on Tuesday.

The commission said the figures were
lower than the previous week, when 48

ind, in v

deaths and 60 injuries were recorded.

Our own correspondent reports that the
eight-member QAU delegation monitoring
violence arrived in Durban yesterday and
were immediately locked in an hour-long
meeting at Louis Botha Airport with re-
gional ANC leaders.

The QAU dignitaries later flew in a heli-

copter to Ulundi to see Inkatha president

Mangosuthu Buthelezi,
The delegation, which arrived in SA on
Sunday, has had discussions with the ANC,

PAC and Azapo, and also with SAP and’

SADF representatives. It was led by Niger-

ian ambassador to the QAU and Ethiopia,_

Chief Segun Olusola,
OAU executive secretary and delegation
member Mamodou Kane said the group’s

main mission was to try help accelerate’
negotiations and see how best to help ar--

rest the ongoing political violence.
COThe policeman accused of assaulting
and raping a 17-year-old girl this week in
Katlehong on the East Rand had still not
been arrested, police said yesterday.

A Witwatersrand police spokesman said
it was not necessary to arrest a suspect if
he was uniikely to disappear. Full investi-
gations were still being conducted.
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community organisations ‘in

RE a%%vw%ﬁ o . :
DAY mulfitides of the ™, g T
" [ Israclites Church - dma: I _ - ‘
W Sirayeli - pill bo joincd " Ml oog _-n
by ‘Poliical movements “anif ;% 3 s

the eastern Cape to commemo- ! cv

rate one of the bloodiest days * [ .4 -
mu.wpzns?w shoe v EE o

. ANC, PAC, - Ly

SACC, Contraless mo-r the I - Today marks the 71st
ﬁ_n_cﬁa Qaﬂ,ua ém.m_% y m__,___“_azu of the

: fepresented among tie .- Bulhoek Massacre and
hundreds at Bulhoek,, 28 jm, .

H_.ﬁus. O:nnhnﬂotu...s thnﬂg...m..m%n-. the first time

shat fateful May 24 In 1921, %%°

poiltical and . -

~.-That {s the day a forcs of 800 _ Community groups will

white policemen -and

higIsraclites. %

mwumnnw.ﬁ%n._m%i that’
¢ end of the world was coming .-
and refused to leave their holy 3 ooks at the slaughter *
Villsge z@%ﬁ The gover which claimed the e

ere ilegay g e, lives of hundreds and

. Within hours bundreds of Is- * :
raelites had been killed in what [~

L

wete illegally squatting,

Tas become known as The Bul-

army
Yrodps gathered at Bulhoek ta -
conffont Enoch’ Mgijims and bl

Y

=M

-Join the Israelites In
:’remembering that

. Which, Ironfcally, took
m_uoo on.an Important
titlsh hollday,

wngg.maorwsmwaww
say 200 Israclites were killed, .M,.m,m,u-._“_ﬂ_d vm.u_ N

othiers say 300 were killed,

. Today those attending the
joint commemoration servics by
the Israclites in conjunction
With_the Federal Council of
African Indigenous Churches
(ECAIC) will be praying at a
‘mass grave where those killed at
‘Buthoek are buried,

which merited only a footnote in
‘most- history books — was,
among other things, a ripple
effect of the 1913 Native Land
Act. .

Spotlighting  today’s com-
memoration at Bulhoek,
FCAIC Archbishop Ndumiso
Ngada said: “Their (amaSir-
ayeli) blood watered the tree of

3

|W. v
black liberation, We hope this
mw‘..uﬁﬂ be a holiday in a future
Today's Commemoration ser-

N vice begen yesterday when the
: But this blot in SA's history —..

,hundreds gathered at Ntabe-
-langa started fasting at sunset.

4" 'Who was Enoch Mgijima, the
..ﬂﬂ%ua whose neme looms

e whenever the Bulhoek
Massacre is mentioned?

In his book Becguse they
chose the Plan of God: The
Story of the Bulhosk Massacre,
writer Robert Edgar paints a
sympathetic portrait of the man

4 1921, Do .
= Editor 28 zo_.n_"m,&

wmw*-:
ot

w % y
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and his times,

Mgijima was the product of a
leng tradition of AmaXhosa
prophets in his birthplace Bul-
hock in the castern Cape.

In 1912 the Wesleyan Meth-
odist Mgifima, with a graduaily-

‘growing independent following,

finally broke away from his
church. Later that year he was
baptising his followers in the
Black Kei River near his home,
Ntabelanga.

Writes Edgar; “He called his
followers ‘Israelites’ becauss he
ideatified with the Old Testa-

ment storles so much,”
There were also other forces
ulling Mgijima, according to
mnmﬁ. He threw in his lot with
a small church from the United
States, the Church of God and
Saints of Christ.

“It was run by black Ameri-
cans. Many Africans had a posi-
tive image of black Americans
because they had originally
come from Africa.”

Thus these black Americans
were more acceptable as mis-
sionaries than Europeans, adds
Edgar, There was also the black

American church, the African
Methodist Episcopal (AME)
Church which had gained a
populer following in SA.

Another important influence
was William Crowdy, a prophet
of the Church of God and
Saints of Christ,

“Mgijime could identify with
him, Indeed, he claimed he was
Crowdy’s prophet for the Afri-
can continent,” says Edgar.

Then in 1919 2t one of his
church services, Mgijime stood
in front of the tabernacle and

alangn
o

Coiniinlgr sy

2}

" intagonistie and Hostile,

Zﬁgguu. _Hnnasw&
& reversal of w%wm. The qutcasts
wers now God’s chosen and
blessed ones.” -

‘When Mgijima caled his fol-
lowers to Ntabelangs to attend
the Israclite Passover held every
April, 1000 or so followers
would put up temporary dwell-
ings which would be taken down
later. They worshipped in a tab-
ernacle made of tents patched
sﬂﬁwwo Mgijima applied

applied to
officials carlier than usual for
permission for his followers to
come to the Passover. He ex-
w_au& that they were coming

rom far away.
Edgar writes: “The local in-

]

.
3
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“gans were sottling permanently
= at Ntabelanga. So he was refuc-
tant to give permission. But
Mgijima assured him the Israe-
lites were not going to stay.”

In June when Nightingale
visited Ntabelanga he found
that many Iaraslites had oot lsft
the place. Instead they were
buil more houses,” %t

By mnu.onn_. Nightingals
belleved that 1300 Iaraelites
were camping out at Ntabelan-
age illegally. Summons were
sent to 20 Israelites for illegat
squatting. But this did not work.

Tension mounted betwesn
the officlals and the Israclites
who firmly stated they were
waiting peacefully for the end
~of the world. All they wanted

from anyone.

{aw had to be enforced. <A

.I‘.T
Officfals finally decided ...mw.

“Queenstown officials were

also beginning to hear criticlms! |
from white farmers in their=
area, The farmers belioved Nig-~1
belanga was attracting bandits'«
and vagrants, and that the s~ =~
raelites wore stealing their cate.
tle and sheep, But after checiy
ing these accusations, the offi_,
clzls admitted the farmers werngs,
not carreet,” writes Rdgar, - a
EBarly on May 24 police?

=~ moved Into position near Ntabéro
~langa. Mcanwhile the Israchips’
- followed their religious obsefin

Ay -.
vy ETh A
b

-

vances, When the servics ended 1

+ the Israclites marched outsided

ha;

Dressed in thelr white robes
they were casy targets as Emw.,“
ran towards the

for a drill that was of theirx
Htual, past

"

“Watching through binodu«o

& » «lars, policemen thonght ns«z.
¥ were ﬂn.aaﬂnm 8 war danca,'t

“Wo cannot say for sure &.mnm...“
ned during the fight» ,
o Ieraelites were doomed.

polics, why-.

. sliced them down with rifls shdry
‘" machine-gun firs, 5

Mare than 150 Israelites igd

) cluding Mgijima were arrested!

They were gont to Queenstown™ ™

eil and the wounded sent to the-
ocal hospital. The rest of the!™

Tsraolites spent the might dig. !

ging two mass gravea for thely
dead.

LT

Enoch end his brothers

Charles Mgijiima were fer--*
tenced to six years' hard labefin] *.
Followers were sentenced to e %
tween 12 and I8 months’ ha¥d

labour,

Fac®W it

Cherles died in prison Blc

Enoch was released in 1924 antfe”
died on May 16 1929,
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‘Resign call’ i 2@Sé(alo% row

‘| chairmanship of the Rustenburg Com-

b T
) AR
'

-. 2
JOHANNESBURG. — The United fi'ited by the
Christian Actioh yesterday called on interpretation the SACC had put on it,
Dr Louw Alberts to resign his co- the UCA said in a statement.

mittee following the SA Council of chllt‘xl:'ghgsr%;ilﬁicsl?tiir?&ng{asg t: gggl p:r[;;
?&ugzggin‘;ﬁgfg chgsf:g’;f toprayfor ;, the week of prayer to eithe:l' scrap
: pd , their plans “or state emphatically that

Dr Alberts distanced himself from” ¢ o0 “1yaetings are totally indepen-

the call but the' UCA said because ‘he
A . dent of those arranged by the SACC or
shared the chairmanship of the Rus- oo potonburg Committee”.

tenburg Committee with SACC

general-secretary Dr Frank Chikane, . In his statement Dr Alberts said it

he should resign. was the SACC’s prerogative to call for
If he failed to do so he would lose prayer for the government’s downfall.

credibility and the National Week of — Sapa
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Church moves t
end racial divide;

AFTER 17 years of negotiations, the urification &
racially-divided Apostolic Faith Mission church appears
to be close to realisation,

Inastatementissuedat the weekend, the AFM saidithad
accepted adeclaration of intent tpunify the white andblack
divisions of the church. gowtff.,w ‘ML -

The declaration of intent stated that the accepted
the biblical principle of unity, rejected all discrimination,
accepted the principle of a single structure, and accepted
that membership be based on freedom of group worship.
- Sapa.

FW hits out overg
mass action threais

ANC threats of mass action to force the Government’s
hand towards an interim government would not contribute

to a negotiated setllement in South Africa, IJETsident FW
de Klerk said yesterday. SO Helg -
De Klerk commented on the threats duting a speech in [

Vereeniging during the unveiling of a memorial in honour
of “Boer’’ negotiators int the treaty that led to the Peace of

Vereeniging on May 31 1902. |

He said he believed negotiations could succeed, but he
could not ignore the partial failure of Codesa 2 and a 3
hardening of attitudes shown by some participants. - Sapa. 4
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‘Codesa ‘not Christian’ 2%) b

The Afrikaanse Protestantse Kerk said yesterday it
part in the forthcoming “peace
prayers” because “Christians participating in Codesa
were betraying God for the sake of co-operation with

wauld not take

police in
f the In-
o extend |
ouncillor
Merwe's

]gggrlpme{\}){%li%

jster Pietie du Plessis
and three others ap- el
peared in the Pretoria #
Regional Court yester-
day on 60 eounts 0
fraud and one charge of

was transferred 10 the
Pretoria Supreme Court, .
because of the complex-
ity of the charges and
postponed to January 2 ;

non-Christians”. The APK said Codesa’s nature was
contrary to Christian principles and it could not pray
for Codesa’s SUCCESS. The APK broke away from the
Afrikaans reformé% churches in the late 1980s,

=

1n-

case

Released on warning
.., Pietle du Plessis.

I
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14 days

|
Murder suspect escapes .

A 31_-}|3§r:21d gar{c‘lener, Jacobus Arendolf, who con- '

or of an elderly Parow couple last



‘ Staff Reporter. .
CODESA ‘participants
'should-.:qtopﬁ splitting.
hairs, guibbling and
; 'jockey‘.i’ngy for position.}
| .wpep‘zﬁgg‘;,ilp;\fqére dying '
ahd- thescountry was be-

ing. psphxxiated,—' the An-
‘glican-{}ﬁ{r{:hhishﬁp- of,
' Cape Town, the Most Rev
 Desmond, Tutu, 8 i
terday.”
Speaking &t a lunci-
time prayer service in St
George’s Cathredral, he
called .on 'all political
leaders to condemn vio-
lence q.n“equivocally and
demonsirate their com-
mitment to' peace.
. He said the govern-
ment could end violence
if they.wanted to.

‘

He ‘called on young

plack people not to de-
grade the: struggle and
caid: “For goodness sake
stop killing people for
whatever reason and
stop necklacing. Nothing
can justify such a grue-
some method of destroy-
ing the’life of ag ther
person”C.T -&F lbz
In the Groote Kerx yes-
terday MPs, clerics and

members;of ‘the’ public
prayed for peace and

rain at & lunch-hour
mte_r-denominational
service.




Staff Reportey
BLACK members of the Old
Apostolic Church of Africa
marched_on Parliament yester-
day to protest against racism in
the church and the alleged in-
volvement of church elders in
violent right-wing activities.
The 500 protesters also said
they were unsure of how the
church’s money was being spent.
The peaceft! marchers, from a
congregation in Nyanga, handed
a memorandum to Lieutenant
Louis Krause who accepted it for

Right-wing hurc

the State President’s Office.

They are demanding that the
church’s constitution be revealed
immediately to all members and
that policy-making and the ap-
pointment of governing bodies be
restructured to accommodate the
church’s black members.

In addition they request that
the church be affiliated to the SA
Council of Churches.

The memorandum expresses
concern over the alleged involve-
ment of church elders in “violent
activities perpetrated by extrem-

ist right-wingers” and peints to
church elder, Mr Andrew Ford,
the current commanding general
of the Boere Weerstandsheweg-
ing, by way of example.

All church members regularly .
pay 10% of their income to the
church but despite inquiries, the
marchers say they have been un-
able to ascertain how their mon-
ey is being spent.

The Western Cape representa-
tive on the Apostolate, Mr G F
Campbell, could not be reached
for comment yesterday.




Churcfl denies *
By Sabata Ngcai

DISENCHANTED black members
of the Old Apostolic Church of
Africa (OACA) this week marched
to parliament to request that the
government “put pressure on
church authorities to reveal the
church constitutien to the entire
church membership®,

OACA members from Nyanga
and Crossroads handed a memoran-
dum to parliament demnanding the
church constitution be revealed.

According to church elder, Mr
John Sautana, the constitution is
kept secret from the black members
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of the church.

“We do not know the reason.
Whenever a church member dares
ask for a constitution he is expelled
from the church,” Sautana said,

He said the black membership
learnt from white church members
that they have access 1o the church
constitution.

Sautana said the membership was
appealing to the state president “to
show his sincerity about achicving
genuine change and democratisation
in the country”,

Sautana claims he and his follow-
ers were excommunicated from the
church after his persistent demand

I} from blacks

to church authorities to reveal the
constitution.

A spokesperson for the state pres-
ident’s office, Mr Kobus Pieterse,
confirmed he had received the
memorandum.

He said he had been waiting unil
the presidemt returned to the coun-
try this week,

In a statement the QACA district
secretary, Mr W Byloo, said:
“Church members and officers are
allowed aceess to our constitution.

“No black members have
approached my office in recent
years requesting access to or sight of
our constitation,”
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CHURCH AND STATE

Jaw or war?

)69

€3
Should church leaders be condemning the
ANC’s civil disobedience campaign? After
all, such campaigns nearly always entail vio-
lence and intimidation, even deaths. More-
over, the moral basis for such a campaign
may be disputed in view of the fact that
negotiations are simultaneously proceeding,
despite snags (which must reasonably be
expected in such a process). This implies that
the main adversaries still believe that jawing
is better than warring. Or is the mass action
simply a strategy in a purely political issue?
The churches are in general prepared to
condemn any violent action. However, the
SA Council of Churches (SACC), given its
pre-Codesa anti-apartheid history, has tend-
ed to be largely pro-ANC in orientation,
observes Wits University theologian William
Domeris. This makes it unlikely to condemn
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just about anything the ANC does. Inkatha, !mnis, says Domeris, who is a church repre-

not surprisingly, has in the past attacked the
SACC because of this.

Part of the problem seems to be that some
church figures with a background in liber-
ation theology accept the ANC view that
government is operatirg at two levels: nego-
tiating and stirring violence, with the strate-
gic aim of preventing a transfer of power.

The Church, explains Domeris, is a huge,
ponderous body that doesn’t react quickly to
these matters. Its mode of thinking is still
that one should promote nonviolent action.

Yet the hospital workers’ strike, endanger-
ing the lives of patients, is unlikely to pro-
voke the SACC’s condemnation — though it
is hard to imagine apostles of nonviolence
like Gandhi or Martin Luther King condon-
ing the strike at Baragwanath.

The Church’s attitude in this regard may
be traced to the World Council of Churches’
Lusaka Agreement in 1987, in terms of
which certain churches — notably Latin
American — accepted the right of the op-
pressed to resort to violence in extreme situa-
tions. The SACC at the time said it “under-
stood” why people might resort to violence to
break the cycle of State violence — a stance
which caused a great row in SA.

While the SA churches have not quite
adjusted to the Codesa situation, we are
beginning to find churchmen arguing
against mass action in view of the negotia-

sentative on the Randburg/Alexandra dis-
pute resolution committec of the Peace
Accord,

SACC general secretary Frank Chikane,
whose ANC sympathies are not secret, says
the SACC has not formally discussed the
mass action campaign. However, as far as
general principles go, Chikane personally
believes that every South African has the
democratic right to express his or her wishes
in any democratic way. “And if mass action
falls within the standards of allowed forms of
democratic expression, there is no reason to
condemn it. We can only say that whatever is
done should fall within those bounds.”

Chikane “wouid prefer not to see mass
action, but, if a solution is not forthcoming,
you cannot prevent people from using their
right to protest.”

The SACC, he observes, has officially
called on Codesa to ensure that it “delivers
the modalities” required for producing a new
constitution, which, it believes, should be
drawn up by an elected body so that it
expresses the democratic will of all South
Africans.

“We have said that the scope of Codesa
should not be extended beyond that. Official-
ly, we are definitely disappointed that Co-
desa 2 failed to deliver such a {constitution-
making) bedy, or an agreement to elect such
a body. We are concerned that delay could
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lead to more lives being lost.”

The only way to avoid mass action was
through a “speedy agreement” on that ques-
tion. Chikane believes that the talks are
being deliberately stalled by the National
Party. “So, if people resort to protest action,
as is their right, I have ne right to argue. |
don’t believe in such statements of condem-
nation. We need to take seriously the voice of
the disenfranchised people of SA.

“The key issue is that no violence should
be used. If no violence is employed, including
by the security forces or covertly, then there
is no teason for fear.

“The moral issue for me is that the disen-
franchised must be allowed to make deci-
sions affecting their destiny. As long as they
are deprived of this right and as long as the
present parliament continues as such, the
situation is unacceptable and a serious
breach of that right.”

As to the question that lives could be lost
in the programme of action, Chikane says
“the problem in the black community is that
they are dying already.” It was a measure of
their desperation thai people are prepared to

say that they’d “rather resist the system.”

He finds it “interesting™ that business has
not asked President F W de Klerk why he is
wasting time (at Codesa) and why the vic-
tims of white minority rule are resorting to
mass action. Business should be putting pres-
sure on government to get on with it, he says.

The presiding bishop of the Methodist
Church of SA, Stanley Magoba, believes
mass action *“is not something anybody
would approve of. Those advocating it are
doing so out of desperation. My understand-
ing is that they do not want the failure of
Codesa; so it’s a desperate act to make Co-
desa work. But they are doing it from a
political perspective.”

The Church would like Codesa to succeed,
says Magoba, adding that mass action is not
necessary and appealing to all leaders,
including those not part of the process, to
make negotiations work. “Instead of con-
demning mass action, I think it should be
rendered unnecessary by persevering with
the negotiations, which is the only way to
bring a peaceful settiement to our society,”

says Magoba.

Catholic Archbishop Denis Hurley ob-
serves that mass action is part of ANC
strategy and tactics, adding that the ANC,
has to discipline its people to adhere to non-
violent protest. He finds it “very hard to say
it mustn’t happen” and urges the leaders to
impress on their followers the laws of peace-
ful protest.

Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu
notes: *We have to remember that two-and-
a-half years after Nelson Mandela’s release,
the bulk of people are still unable to express
their views through the vote.” This did not
imply, he says, that the right to protest
should no longer apply once people had the
vote. *Also, there has been a disturbing arro-
gance in the government's attitude since the
referendum,” which, Tutu believes, explains
the harder line it adopted at Codesa.

“But I am very worried about the possibil-
ity of violence. If there is to be mass action,
then, for the sake of those involved, for the
sake of our cause, it must be made clear that
people are not forced to participate and that
intimidation and coercion are not accept-
able.” ]
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said
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He said the Govern.
ment cduld have stopped
the massacre jf South

tour camp,

the Government -

STt

Africa were 3 normal
country”, .

“It is indeed devastat-
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land for memorial

Staff Reporter
A PAARL property devel-
oper who yesterday
donated a plot of land he
bought as a schoolboy to
the Anglican Church
wept when more than 500
people stood to applaud
him at St George’s Cathe-

Mr Pierre-Jeanne
Gerber, 30, chairman of
the National Party Youth,
decided to make the do-
nation on discovering
that a chapel commem-
morating Mr Abraham
Esau of Calvinia, who was
a spy for the British in
the Anglo-Boer War, once
stood on the site.

“When I asked neigh-

said a ‘hotnot kerk' ha

Reformed Church minis-
ter, and he felt strongly

L = that the ¢hapel should be

rebuilt.

The Rev Austin Jack-
son of the Calvinia Angli-
can Church said in his ad-
dress he had traced the
owner of the land and
offered to buy it on be-
half of the Anglican
Church three months ago.

Mr Gerber declined the
offer and insisted on giv-
ing it to him and his com-
munity, he said.

Archbhishop Desmond
Tutu said the extremities
and the rotienness of the
apartheid system were
¢lear and many people
had been severely hurt
through it, but gestures

"GIFT ... Archbishop Desmond Tutu ":'{Mith Mr  such as that of Mr Gerber

stood (there),” said Mr Pierre-Jeanne Gerber, and his fiancé, Miss Lenize were “healing".

Gerber. Vos, at St George's Cathedral yesterday.

“I felt sick when I
heard that a church had been torn down, and decid-
ed that someday I would have a new church ereeted
on the land,” he said.

In his address to the packed St George’s Cathedral
Mr Gerber said he had merely been “the caretaker
of the land, for God”,

He said his deceased father had been a Dutch

“It is not enough to si-
destep glibly and say ‘let
bygones be bygones’.

“As Christians we are deeply commitied to recon-
ciliation and I pray that President (F W) de Klerk
will stand up representatively and say — on behalf
ofthose who implemented this evil system — ‘we are
sorry for the pain, and hope those who havé been
pained can forgive,” said Arehbishop Tutu.

.
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Rhema chief writes to FW

JOHANNESBURG. — Pastor Ray
McCauley of the Rhema church said
yesterday he sent a message to Presi-
dent F W de Klerk noting a growing
perception among moderates that al-
Iegatlons of police/Inkatha collusion
in violence “are not wild political
propaganda”.

The message was sent in the wakek

of tHe Boipatong massacre.

“I visited Boipatong on Friday
afternoon and spoke to many of the

remdents and prayed with them,” Mr

McCauley said in hig message to the
State Pres:dent Q’T‘}) \:p-‘

“Having heard their first-hand
counts of what happened, I am
deeply disturbed because it appears
the police failed in their primary
duty of protecting innocent citizens.”

He warned Mp De Klerk the pa-
tience of “moderate thinking people
is running out”. — Sapa
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‘justify violence’

Churches

LONDON - Sections of the South whirlwind of violence that the churches , ing to the study. . ment of 0 tlogy which “This purportedly Christian docu-

African Church, aided by over- have helped to sow.”” -+ The ANC and the Pan Africanist support radical political action and un-  ment quite specifically rejected a mod-

seas funding, had developed a. Pringle had traced the origins of this ~ Congress had received a total of R3,64  dermine orthodox Christianity."’ erating and peace-making role for the
*+-development to the activities of the > million and R1,96 million respectively < The study showed that, by fusing Church,” charged Pringle.

wﬂﬂﬂwmﬂw M._“ w:u%ﬁ”aﬁﬁﬂﬂ.% 1 World Council of Churches and pars. from the PCR. s - radical North American Black Theol-  Quoting from the document, she said
A summary of the study, Revolution + ticularly its Programme toCombat Rac-"=7 Despite this funding; “neither the; - ogy and Latin American liberation the-  itsuggested there was noalternative but
. " or Reconciliation? The wn.n leinthe ism. R Coe TR WCC itself, nor its member churches,. - ology, progressive theologians hadde-. 10} intensify the conflict.

- OF Reco ; BEX ;¢ Her study listed all the grants made. . muunmusgéuwos&mancsnngmconﬂ veloped a specifically South Afficén “It argues that Christians should not

Lx
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B . Mwnﬂw ﬁmmm””mu Afri MMMM GWMMWMMM_H%_.QM by the PCR in Africa, mmﬁemwa& OVEr the dismal economic and human rights - version of liberation theology - what  be working for peace and reconciliation
', the m.ca on _ummmmm&mn. Chiistian Stu &%m, > 20 yearsago, and showed thé WCChad, = record of the liberation movements as-’ 3 former Cape.Town Anglican Arch-  but, rather, should take pait in the
 Contre, T Chi A . = 7 given almost R14 million to liberation *. sisted by the PCR once they hiave takengz:bishop Bill Burnett called “connferfeit | *‘struggle for liberation and justice’.”’

S 3 s ) 7. movements in Africa. =~ S .\wwcmsm_.. T m s = Christianity’’. -+»' It advocated tivil disobedience ds a
o a%mwamw%wmmﬂmw%m%ﬁm state- - “eirgaally ol (of these, Tiberation. D Furthermore .. . in order o justify s This was epitomised by the highly  form of resistance againist the Govern-
Y 'movements) have adopted the princi- *a programme whose activities have "< influential and widely-distributed  ment, “jgnoring the degree to which

oamo:.ﬁntﬁaﬂo_. gn mog Nmno.t, " ples of Marxism-Leninism and have. :” been deeply at variance with the tradi-~» Kairos Document, published in 1985 civil disobedience campaigns have fre-

un%“wm \an said in 1990: “Bl mow# been prepared to use revolutionary vio- " tional work and beliefs of the Church, “%i against & background of horrific black- . quently involved 8ross intimidation in -
. otder {o be effective.”” - Sapa
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Prlests

Sowetan Reporter
"THEOLOGIANS ‘could
not afford to be neutral in
society, chirch leader Fa-
thei’  ° Smangaliso
Mkhatshwa said on the
Sowetan/Radio: *Metro
Talkback Show"last mght -

Speakmg on l.he Tole: of
priests in the socxety,
Mkbatshwa, of the Institute *
of Contextual Theology, -
said theirresponsibility was
to work towards justice and'
the preservation of life. .-

His view was supported'
by many of the callers; *

“Any theologian worth
his salt would take sides i in
favour of justice, and stand
for the trith so that it is not
possible to be neutral,”
Mkhatshwa said, .

Asked if priests should
1ol concern themselves

‘ean

Building tho Natlon
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¥ hore with Spirifual needs
of the people, Mkhatshwa
“said theologians had to
preach the truth.

‘He said although they
were not partisan to any
. political organisation, they
were concerned with what
was happening around
them. .

They . could not be de-
tached" from their parish-
ioners, he said.

Zandile said Christians

muststand dup and take con-
trol of the sitbation. ¥

n’t be neutral’
bea2ef n

“Theydidnothave to wait
for Jesus. Christ to come
while their people were
dying.

Sipho of Yeoville said:
“Black ‘theologians see
what is happening around
them and have to comment
sothatpeople on the ground
do not accuse them of turn-
ing a blind eye,” he said.

He said it was naive to
expect black priests to keep
quiet. It was their moral
ground 1o speak out against
injustices,

Master Mofokeng of
Soweto quoted passages
from the Bible and said
Christians did not have to
be part.of world politics. -
y 1 He said the “pation-
against-nation’” state of
war was a sign that the end
“ of the world was near.
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a gausmzss DAY, Thursday, June 25 1992 ‘

THE SA Council of
Churches yesterday joined
the ANC-led campaign
against government, issu-
ing a July 15 ultimatum for
steps to be taken against
violence and a resumption
of the negotiation process.

SACC general secretary
Rev Frank Chikane was
flanked at the Johannes-
burg news conference by
the council’s two honorary
presidents, Anglican Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu and
Khoza Mgojo.

The SACC’s four de-
mands are the same as

SACC issues ultimatuir
on violence and Codesa

some of those of the ANC.

Unless there was an “as-
suring response” from gov-
ernment to the demands by
July 15, the SACC wounld
embark on a three-pronged
international and local
campaign.

The campaign would
consist of:

O Calling on the SA Olym-
pic team to pull out of the
Olympic Games in Bareelo-

na, “failing which we will
call on the world commun-
ity to ensure that the team
is expelled”. The same ap-
plied to the planned All
Black rugby tour in August;
[ “We shall lead our people
into acts of peaceful protest
... We shall also defy all
repressive measures, even
a state of emergency,
which the state may be
tempted to introduce”; and
O Calling on “all our part-

ers abroad” to demand
their governments use all
possible pressure to get the
SA government to respond
to the demands.

The SACC called on gov-
ernment to arrest and
charge those responsible
for the Boipatong and other
killings, issue a statement
of intent to co-operate with
efforts to set up an inter-
national monitoring forece,
bring the security forces
under multiparty control,
and ensure a speedy con-
vening of an elected con-
stituent assembly. — Sapa.
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. . ers abroad” to demand
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on violence and Codesa

THE SA ouncil of
Churches yesterday joined
the ANC-led campaign
against government, issu-
ing a July 15 ultimatum for
steps to be taken against
violence and a resumption
of the negotiation process.

SACC general secretary
Rev Frank Chikane was
flanked at the Johannes-
burg news conference by
the couneil's two honorary
presidents, Anglican Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu and
Khoza Mgojo.

The SACC’s four de-
mands are the same as

some of those of the ANC.

Uniess there was an “as-
suring response” from gov-
ernment to the demands by
July 15, the SACC would
embark on a three-pronged
international and local
campaign.

The campaign would
consist of;

O Calling on the SA Qlym-

pic team to pull cut of the
Olympie Games in Barcelo-

na, “failing which we will
call on the world commun-
ity to ensure that the team
is expelled”. The same ap-
plied to the planned Al
Black rughy tour in August;
01 “We shall lead our people
into acts of peaceful protest
... We shall also defy all
repressive measures, even
a state of emergency,
which the state may be
tempted to introduce”; and
O Calling on “all our part-

possible pressure to get the
SA government to respond
to the demands.

The SACC called on gov-
ernment to arrest and
charge those responsible
for the Boipatong and other
killings, issue a statement
of intent to co-operate with
efforts to set up an inter-
national monitoring force,
bring the security forces
under multiparty control,
and ensure a speedy con-
vening of an elected con-
stituent assembly. — Sapa.

Threat #w rab homes
Gin 251612
RESIDENTS of demolisted hostels.would simply oc-
cupy township homes, the Transvaal Hostel Resi-
dents’ Association said yesterday, (== AV

Saying the ANC had called for the demolition o
hostels, association chairman Joseph Kubheka said
his organisation found the demand disturbing.

“The hostels not only house bachelors but families
as well. Two hostels, in some blocks, for example
Meadowlands and KwaMasiza . . . have been convert-
ed to family units.”

Hostel closures would result in more chaos anrd
conflict, he said. “The hostel inmates, skhould the
hostels be destroyed, will simply walk into the Ioca-
tion and occupy all those houses. The ANC will be
responsible for that.” — Sapa.
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| No witnesses in
| massacre pr
WILSON ZWAN

Churches offer to help
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UI'NOT one Boipatong resident had

come forward with information to
assist police investigations in Iast
week's massacre, a police spokesman
said last night. TO“’?

Lt-Col Dave Bruce Hruce said
newspaper reports were bejng used
to try to find witnesses. 2S]6{4 2.

“People quoted in the Press as hav-
ing made certain allegations are po-
tential witnesses ... and we would
like these people to come forward
and give us the information.”

Meanwhile there were more inei-
dents yesterday on the Golden High-
way between Johannesburg and Ver-
eeniging. Sapa reports that two meat
trucks were set alight and looted. The
road was closed on Tuesday after
mobs set fire to 13 vehicles.

Police said a rnan was necklaced in
Sebokeng yesterday afternoon.

At least four people were killed in

Folweni, south of Durban, and one
person murdered at Esikhawini,.in
northern Natal, on Monday and Tues-
day, KwaZulu police said.
(1 The Human Rights Commission re-
corded 106 deaths and 86 injuries in
the week to Tuesday — the highest
toll since the week preceding the
March 17 referendurn.
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AN ALLIANCE of churches repre-
senting a wide spectrum of denomi-
nations has offered its services as
mediator in the conflict surrounding
the relocation of the Zevenfontein
squatters, .

Church Alliance for Zevenfontein
spokesman Ron Steele said in a state-
ment that the organisation had can-
vassed the support of 14 churches in
the Randburg/Sandton area — rang-
ing from the Methodist Church to
Rhema Ministries — “to ensure the
peaceful settlement of the Zevenfon-
tein community in the area”. Qther
church groups are expected to join
the alliance,

Steele said the alliance had been
formed to counter the demonstra-
tions by Diepsloot and Nietgedacht
residents who were opposed to the
resettlement of the Zevenfontein
Squatters in their areas.

In the event of the Zevenfontein
community being relocated to Dieps-
ioot and Nietgedacht, the alliance
would “stand against all forms of
aggression by anyone in the process
of relocation”.

The alliance also questioned “on
biblical grounds” the fact that they

were refused representation on the
TPA task group. It also claimed the
TPA had made its decision without
sufficient consultation and that it had
not considered all the alternatives.

Meanwhile, Lazonia Landowners’
Association attorney Brian Moss said
papers would be served on the TPA
today seeking an urgent interdict
against the relocation.

He said the association had ap-
pealed to the TPA not to proceed with
the relocation before the application
was heard next Tuesday.

If the TPA went ahead the associ-
ation would make a new urgent appli-
cation which would bring the case
forward to this week, said Moss.

Association spokesman Urs Honeg-
ger said earlier the court action fol-
lowed the TPA's failure to supply
residents with adequate information
to allay fears that the resettlement
site would become a “slum city”.

He said the TPA had been given
until the close of business on Monday
to supply details of the exact services
it intended to provide in the area.

Honegger said the TPA had failed
to do this,

¥




“l “‘P atun
JOHANNESBURG
The Soutpﬂfmcan'Coun-
cil¥ of” Ghurches yester-
day Jomedfthe ANC-led
rﬁpalgn agamﬁt the
government,*,lssumg a
July 15. tiltimatum’, for’
steps to be taken agamst
v1olence and'a’ resymp:
tion,; of: negotlatwns
SACC general-secretary
Dr ‘Brank Chikane said.
at & lfnews;;:conference
here unlessghere was an
“assuting’ ;:respcmse”iN to
the. demands by J uly 15,
the SACC would embark
on an: 1nternatlonal and
local"campalgn to,apply

pressure, on the’gove
ment. — Sapachsll’iEn
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pressure if Govt
! fails to deliyer:

By Mlchael Spark"

e

The, South African Council of
- Churches yesterday ca]led on
-the :Government ‘to move to-
wards democracy or face re-
newed lpcal and international
pressure
- BACC, general-secretary Dr

Frank ChIkane said the Govern-
mént’$ failure to act against
those.-involved: in the violence
called intoiquestion its commit-
ment .to the negotlatmns pro-
cess ey

{ Thg SACC cal]ed on, the ' Goy-
* érniment to act on its demands
by July 15¥or else it would be
forced to’ take. action “calculat-
ed to ensure a timeous achieve-
ment-of derhocracy -and peace
in'South ‘Africa. a

i The SACC ‘démands include;
. That those responsible for the
klllmgs at - ‘Boipatong and other
areas be -arrested, charged and
' convicted: i v
@ That’ the- securlty forces be
brought under- multiparty con-

L trol. |




funds and create a new kind

the call by Francois Marais, gener-
al manager, group benefits, at in-
surance giant Sanlam — a call

the past.

“There certainly is merit in such
a suggestion,” says Roger Well-
stead, group personnel manager at
the Argus Group. -

One fund with the best charac-
teristics of both is far superior to
the current system, which is not
only confusing but alse unprodue-
tive in certain instances.

“It is high time that the unpro-
ductive, artificial and sometimes
discriminatory distinetion between
pension and provident funds be eli-
minated,” he says.

“In its place there should be a
comprehensive new type of retire-
ment fund with uniform require-
ments and benefits, in which every-
one can take part.”

J’ K
- Differences

Although these two types of
funds are viewed as alternatives,
the alternatives are not equal.

In terms of legislation, there are
only two differences between pen-
sion and provident funds,

Member contributions to a pen-
sion fund are tax-deductible up to
7,5 percent of salary, while similar
contributions to a provident fund
offer no tax relief, At retirement,

Time for retlrem

CRAP the dlfferences be-
Stween pension and provident -

of retirement fund. This is .

echoed by many commentators in -

Stan. 2

Arguments about the
advantages of pension
versus provident funds

continue. Now it is
suggested the best
elements of both can be
melded into one.
7\ YMAGNUS HEYSTEK

@ reports.

one-third of the benefits from a
pension fund may be taken in cash
— while the rest must be paid as a
pension. On the other hand, the full
benefit of provident funds can be
taken in cash,

“At the moment, many com-
panies offer more than one fund
with different benefits for different
employees, because trade unions in
particular prefer provident funds,”
says Marais,

“This could easily lead to accu-
sations of discrimination in future,
since factors such as benefits,
member contributions and tax re-
lief do differ. Pressure for equal
treatment of all members can be
expected in the future.

“The fact that contributions to
provident funds offer, no tax re-
lief can be viewed as:discrimina-
tion against the membérs of provi-
dent funds — the modevof provision
for retirement most favoured by
trade union members. The argu-
ment that tax considerations are
less important to these members
won't always be accepted.”

What is more, the differences

gqt fund revamp

between pension and provident
funds sometimes lead to long and
unproductive debates, conversions,
the formation of new funds and
various administrative systems,
without any real benefit to the
members or the employers.”

Parity can be attained without
affecting existing rights and bene-
fits of present funds, by taking the
following steps, for example:

D Do away with the differentiat-
ing names of “pension fund” and
“provident fund”, and replace them
with a pgeneral name such as “re-
tirement fund”. i

O Afford all members of the new
retirement funds the same tax re-
lief as that which currently ap-
plies to contributions from pension
fund members, namely 7,5 percent
of salary. ‘

O Eliminate the differences in the
payment of benefits by allowing
the full benefit up to a certain
limit — R100000 for exaanle -
to be taken in cash. One-third of
the benefits over this amount could
then be taken in cash, with a pen-
sion being compulsory for the rest.

Still available .

“The benefits of most existing
provident fund members should
therefore still be available in full
in cash at retirement, while exist-
ing pension fund members would
have the option of taking a greater
part of their benefit in cash, adds
Marais.
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Chikgne raps
8fbudrop fist’

Own Corraspondent
DURBAN — Government’s
determination to dea) with
the threat of masg action
with an iron fist showed it
was prepared to [et SA slide
into civil war rather than
let people participate fully
in their country’s govern-
ment, SACC general seere-

ence that “the ease with
which they mobilised the
army to deal with the
threat of mass action re-
minded me of what govern-
ment said at one stage Jast
year — that they had the
capacity fo stop any negoti-
ated settlement which fe]l
outside their bottom lineg”,
Chikane said the deagd.
lock at Codesa If proved
that government feared de-
macracy in SA. The cop-
Straints the NP tried to put
on the democratie process
showed it was not Yet ready
to allow a democratically-
formulated constitution
Produced by an efected con-
stitution-making bady,
Chikane said the "deagd-
lock was possibly the resuit
of a government “double
agenda” of de-stabilising its
Opponents while eptrenah.
ing white power.,
Government w3 using
violence to destabijise its
opponents, Chikane said,
If this failed, he said, gov-
ernment’s “Plan B” ip.
volved portraying g
changed SA to the worid.
Sapa reports that Chj.
kane told a news briefing
the SACC had been per-
ceived {o be ANC-aligned
because it had heen fighting
for the same goal,
He said the church should
hot take party political
sides but could not he neu-

tary Frank hﬂgne,, said
yesterday. (28
He told the SACC confer-
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C I am sure by now that all will agree that the
Codesa 2 deadlock has become the litmus te§t of
‘whether the Government has come to terms with the
The Rev Frank Chikane

consequences of a democratic process

i

by churchmen to the Government to try to curb the violence

e given

NEWS A dea

the ongoing violen

Sowetan Corresponden

A MAJOR clash between the church
and the State is looming on a number
of issues including the ongoing vio-
lence, the deadlock in negotiations
and “illegal murders that the apart-
heid State has been involved in”’.

This became clear yesterday on the
secogz!@dgx of the annual conference
of the South African Council of
Churclies (SACC) in Durban.,

In his report, SACC general secre-
tary the Rev Frank Chikane proposed
that “in the case of both Government
corruption and murders, a broad-
based campgign’* be launched to force
the Government to address these mat-
ters effectively or resign.

He saida deadline given by church-
men te the Government to do certain
things towards curbing violence by
July 15 was threatened. .

K the Government failed to meet
the organisation’s demands, church
leaders would be sent to a number of
key countries to campaign for pres-

sure to be brought on it

The SACC would also call on the
South African team to withdraw from
the Olympics, failing which a call

Frank Chikane, general secretary of the South African Council of Churches

s
i
s
»
e
g

SACC man warns over-

B Demands must be met or attempts to force it out

and withdraw the Olympics’ team starts: ¥

would be made on the world commu-
nity to ensure the team is expelled.
,This applied to the planned interna-
tional rmghy as well,

Chikane said the country faced one
of its worst crises. But it was offered
the opportunity by local and interna-
tional societies to ensure that a just
democracy was achieved,

Democratic process

“I am sure by now that all will agree
that the Codesa 2 deadlock has become
the litmus test of whether ornot the De
Klerk Government has come to terms
with the consequences of allowing a
democratic process totake its course,””
he said,

He said the Government’s pro-
nounced determination to deal with the
threat of mass action with an iron fist
showed it was prepared to let the coun-
try slide into a civil war rather than let
democracy take its course.

Chikane said the country had been
rocked by exposures of large-scale
Government involvement in corrup-
tion and murders in the past year.

“The reports of the Pickard Com-

H

mission on Corruption in the D‘Ep:m-
ment of Development Aid and the
latest report of the Melamet Comimis-
sion on the running of the Motor
Vehicle Accident Fund are just the tip
of the iceberg of theft asid corruption
in virtually every arm of Governmént
and the ‘independent’ homelands,”
he said. o
“....We as churches have a moral

' obligation to condemn such acts of

corruption and question whether or
not a racist and an illegitimate Goy-
eminentshonld be entrusied with tax-
payers’ money, especially when it
redistributes it in a discrimimps
way.” iy

The revelations of Inkatha- a
secret funding and of the \Goniwe
murders showed how the Govern-
ment resorted to criminal activity
when expedient. "

On the issue of violence, he said he
would ask the SACC national cofifers
ence delegates to consider, for appro-
priate action, a stalement sent to the
Government setting the July 15 dead-
lipe. !

The confefence ends on Friday,

!




FaR A LULLHELLGLS L0 & ievel 01 KCUng manager at Top Centre.

ﬁcentrl'y en- | international excellence and the first He worked for what was then
ate infrac- { to win a Gold Lion at Cannes. Rightford, Searle-Tripp & Makin and
2cord, had “His partnerships with directors then went into partnership with
bitrate “as | David Cornell (now a major US pro- David Cornell to siart his production
amey™. ducer) and Keith Rose took thesemen  career.
Church rojﬁ s mediator in talks ted.
&0 M9 2= 2%

DURBAN — Newly ap-
pointed Archbishop of Dar-
ban Wilfrid Napier says
churches should be trying
hard to arrange a meeting
between leaders of the
ANC, Inkatha, government
and the SAP to resolve the
constitutional impasse.

He told delegates at the

o

LOwn Corresponde

SA Council of Churches’
national conference in Dur-
ban yesterday that the
Church had to play the role
of mediator while standing
very firmly for the truth.
“I think a man who needs
to hear the truth over and
over again is President

——

(F W) d&"KIerk,” he said™
Bishop Stanley Mogoba
of the Methodist Church
said: “One of the ways to
weaken the third force is to
ensure there is unity.” The
Church could help create
unity by bringing political

leaders together.
® Comment: Page 6
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Archbishops call for
‘active mediation’.

S
N . A

Own Correspondent

o N
;| DURBAN.— Th ly- jis
appointed Arcﬁ}il]iiﬁol;) SACC tOld Chul'(-}hes
WG Noier, Wha o | Cropn g ? Kl
y 1 3]
aiso chairmer of e | T€JECt” young blacks
Southern African Catho-

lic Bishops’ Conference | Mql—’h% Own Correspondent ;.

| (SACBC),“says the DURBAN. — The churches regarded the nargina-
churches should be try- | jjoq piave youth as “heroes” but they had now
Ing very hard to get a | g0 ot as “rejects”, ;
meeting between the Some church leaders had alse not spokei boldly
ANC, the Inkatha Free- enough against slogans of the 1970s such as “Lib-
dom Party, the govern- | gronif Now, Education Later”. This slogan had
ment and the SAP. contributed, along with apartheid, to mérginalis-
Speaking at the | g olotte® e
national conference of These accusations were made at the'national
the SA Council of conference of the SA Council of Churches in
Churches here, Arch- Durban yesterday by the Rev Willie Mvambo of

bishop Napier said the p, : .
justice and peace com. the African Methodist Episcopal Church, )

mission of the SACBC , .
wanted to see the churches adoptinga Mogoba, said :“One of, tHeiways to
Mmore active mediating role in the weaken the third forcq’?@i;}&;@‘}}jénsure
country’s current deadlock. there is unity — and ithegpolitical
The church also had to stand very leaders'do not bring usiumty:r
firmly/for the ‘truth, . “Unless the chureh helps:to bring
i w}‘_think a man who needs to hear the the political leaders together, there is

thiover and over again is Pregident £91ng fto be disunity.”

(%}Kfﬁd&Klﬁtgé}; the, &Ecllh}ﬁ.l’g'\?ﬁfﬁhidﬁw iThe general secretary of the SACC,
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Big chill/sv;,i;ch-

Staff Reporter

Eskom is smiling as shivering
South Africans set a record by
using 22 640 megawatis of elec-

on boostp skom
st el 1

She said the latest record did
not necessarily reflect how cold
it was, but how power supply
and usage had increased.

“BEarly in the morning, the

tricity in one hour between £ electricity demand rises rapidly
and 7 on Wednesday night. (&% Mue to household and industrial

Eskom spokesman Hanlie
Toit said the previous peak-
hour record was 22480 MW,
measured during the previous
cold snap on June 25. Last
year’s system peak-hour record
was 22 186 MW on June 19.

activity, reaching its peak be-
tween 8 and 9am. In the eve-
nings, when people prepare food
and switch on heaters and tele-
vision sets, the demand rises
rapidly once again, resulting in
another peak,” she said.

100 AP Padliment, sidef nmw | Y
dled next to each other for \L__
warmth,

Thobile Makhoba and her cold mor
friends also use plastic sheeting, “I dot
boxes and pieces of rags to survive s
shield themselves against the rely on {
winier chill. but the

Ms Makhoba told The Star  shesaid:
that when she first started Under
sieeping on the pavement, four hoba wo
years ago, she had two blankets satina(
and a coat. to keep!

“Someone just grabbed the rthZl;l(l!
blankets during the night. One shgs ok
by one, they were gone until I whenpsh
was left with nothing,” she said. avery e

She complained about the It is

st o192, (2%

Clerics soften stan Govt | .
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Tutu, De Klerk ho

talks on pgtitispr& AL

+Staff Reporter

Archbishop Desmond
Tutu yesterday held an
hour-long discussion with
President de Klerk about
a recent church igaders’
petition to the Govern-
rent to bring the perpe-
trators of the Boipatong
massacre to justice,

The petition was hand-
ed in at Tuynhuys on
June 22, It also called on
political leaders to reach
agreement on the inter-
national monitoringof
violence and on multi-

party control of the secu-
rity forces.

Archbishop Tutu's re-
quest for the meeting
was a personal initiative.

John Allen, spokesman
for the archbishop, said
the discussions took
place in a friendly and
open atmosphere. The
archbishop did not be-
lieve the differences
were irreconcilable, and
was hopeful the discus-
sions would contribute to
the resumption of nego-
tiations.

DURBAN — The nation-
al conference of the SA
Council of Churches last
night drew back from a
moratorinm on further
talks with the Govern-
ment.

1t also soitened its
stand on urging church
leaders to place adver-
tisernents in newspapers,
calling on the Govern-
ment to resign.

The debate became
heated during the discus-
sion of this resolution,
which in its original
form asked that unjust
laws be disobeyed.

An amendment was
passed unanimously
which instructed the na-

tional executive commit-
tee to start a process of
consultation among
member churches and in
society to formulate a
plan of action — which
might include a talks
moratorium and adver-
tisements.

Introducing the origi-
nal motion, Emma Ma-
shini said: “We want the
Government gone, what-
ever needs to be used.”

Anglican Bishop of Jo-
hannesburg Duncan Bu-
chanan said: “I would
much prefer that we
talked than fought ... if
we don’t talk to them,
who will convert thern?”
— Own Correspondent.
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.. of South African Trade Unions dnd the South African

.. fake timeoff work to attend meetings. He said problems

SACC searches
its soul on its

politieal role 15

By CARMEL RICKARD
SOUL-SEARCHING about the role of the “main-
stream” churches during the current political impasse
dominated the South African Council of Churches’ -
anmual conference in Durban thisweek, = . J
- A crop of resolutions to be debated today asks dele-
gates to take far-reaching decisions about how the
SACC will push for change. : ) o
One draft resolution proposes that the SACC Jeader-
ship should halt all-further meetings with membess of
the government, as “communication” does not appear
10 help bring about change and merely gives Pretoria
_ legitimacy. - . .
_Another draft resolution urges that members of the
churches belonging to the SACC should support all
. actions aimed at ending the present political dispensa--
tion as soon as possible. If passed, this could throw the
weight of church members behind the mass acfion cam-
paign of the Africari Nationat Congress, the Congress

Comimunist Party, which the-church leadership has
- diready promisedtoback. - - e
* Underlying a aumber of the proposed resolutions and
some of the discussion'was the continuing debaie over
whether the church should play a mediating role or the
- role of “speaking with a prophetic voice” —or both,
. Other resolutions stilt to be debated included acall to-
rivembers of the security forces, who might have infor-
fation about destabilisation, to come forward and
- speak the truth. Another tesolution relates.to withhold-
ing taxes, or portions of tax, to indicate disapproval of
. "the way in which the govemment spends stafe ifrcome..
~ Aclearsign of the SACC’sdeep mistrust of the gov-
"- ernment was the response of one of the discussion
groups to a proposed new Bill. The Internal Peace’
Institutions-Bill deals with the National Peace |
" “Secretariat and dispute-resolving committees at local .
__and regional level. It aiso provides for remuneration o
those mvolved in the work of the commission. “. " -
*. " Several speakers yesterday raised severe misgivings*
about the government’s motives in proposing the Bill.
One warned the state was trying to set up a network of
* paid informers, Yet Methoist Bishop Stanley.Mogoba,
" vicé-chairman of the National Peace Committee, said -
the comumitte¢ had 4sked that financial help be provid-
e for grassroots peacemakers, many. of whom fiad to

. sliould be raised with the secretariat so that action could
" bé taken to modify the proposed legislation. .. -~ ’
* In his presidential address at the start of the confer-
. ence, Methodist Bishop Khoza Mgojo urged that the
conference consider how. the SACC had come tobe per-
ceived-as “the ANC atprayer”. Hesaid that if the SACC
was to be effective, it could not afford to be perceived as
taking sides.with any political group. However, the
. 'SACC had to condemn “what needs to be condemned”,
“regardless of which group was responsible. - .

He said the different political groups had to be told “{ §
clearly by the church that “they need not kil in orderto | 3
convince ... They say they kill in brder to expand
democracy —but how can they bring democracy to
those they have killed?” .o .

Mgojo also addressed strong words to the govern-

. ment, saying many had died at the hands of the security
forces and “mysterious murderers”.




| DURBAN — The South

African Council of
-Churches (SACC) has re-
solved to consult with all
lits member’ churches to
mobilise:for mass action
if thew government re-
fuses:to accept that
r there should bﬁ :an eleet-
ed constitutionmaking
body by July 15, .
- The " counnleil has
threatened to take.South
'Africa to “pre-1990 con—
fliet”.. .

Addressmg; reporters
‘at thé closure’ of” the
‘SACC’s ~w’eek lon'g
mnational conference
here yesterday, SACC
general secretary - the
Rev. Frank Chikane said
the inipending.threats of
mass: *actlon ‘.could take
the country:back to the
“pre-1990 confhct”
- The govemment’s un-
lwxllmg ess to allow the
‘countey: to~travel. the
road‘rof“democracy
wouldhlead to disaster, .
he predlctedh

The 1SACC“ also called
for an: .mtegratede peace-
keepm‘ﬁfforce to.replace
securftyg,forces operat—
ing im. He country .

-In” a’rresolut:on the

SACC said it wanted this
force to ‘comprise equal
and substantlal numbers
of members of. the . Deé-
fencehForce, Police,

MkhontmweSmwe
Azaman People s L1ber-
atlon\sArmy,-ﬁAzaman
Natlonal Libergtion
Armyiand the security
; forces:jof,; the .indépen-
dent; Homelands — Own'
Correspondent Sapa
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Mass marches:
Rehglous leaders

can’ ‘keeap 1{2\
s says

Bl-imam Hassan Solo

religlous leaders have a crucial role to
play in the ANC’s mass action
campaign. He spoke to Weekend
Argus Reporter TED MAGILL.

IMAM Hassan Solomons, religious representa-
tive on the Western Cape Regional Dispute Res-
olution (Peace) Committee, believes religions
leaders should join political leaders in marches
in the ANC's mass action campaign to ensure
peace.

He said he would put this suggestmn to the
ANC alliance at the next meeting of the West-
ern Cape Peace Committee on Wednesday.

“If the ANC plaus to march, it should inform
the peace committee to ensure that things are
ptta‘ag’eful and there is no loss of property or
life

Reacting, the ANC representatlve on the -
Peace Committee, Mr Vincent Diba, said reli-
gions leaders had been invelved in many
marches and had played a “significant role” in-
the democritic struggle. “If they are available,
we would like them to be part of our marches.”

Meanwhile, the Regional Peace Comimittee is
struggling to establish local peace.committees
at grassroots level.

“There are loose }ocal eommittees in Khaye--
litsha and Guguletu, but they are not formal
strnctures,” said Imam Solomons.

“Because of different ideplogical posmons, it
is difficult to get people together. It is easier to
f get national leaders together than local ones.”

[
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Church threat
may mean bye,

A lil'l\"\ L

bye Barcelonal’

® The South African Council of Chur

ches has given the government until next

Wednesday to take steps to curb violence and get negotiations back on course
South Africa’s expulsion from the QOlympic Games.

otherwise it could call for
Weekend Argus Correspond

DURBAN. — Last-minute
campaigns for South Africa’s
exclusion from the Olympic
Games and the cancellation of
rughy tours are among ac-
tions being considered by
churchmen unless the govern-
ment heeds their ultimatum
to take steps to curb violence
and allow an elected constitu-
ent assemnbly.

The South African Council of
Churches ended its week-long
conference in Durban yesterday
with a warning that the country
faced a political crisis of unprec-
edented danger.

SACC called on the internation-
al community and local business
leaders to put pressure on the
government to remove obstacles
to the deadlocked negotiation
process.

Church leaders are expected to
meet shortly to discuss the
SACC's deliberations including a
July 15 deadline and the action to
be taken if the government does
not meet it.

One probability is that church
organisations overseas will be
asked to demand that their gov-
ernments use all possible pres-
sure to make the South African
government respond to the de-
mands.

Another possibility is that the
South African Olympic teamn will
be asked to withdraw from the
Barcelona pgames, failing which
the world community will be
asked to ensure the team’s expul-
sion.

A similar campaign is also on
the cards against the planned
rugby tours by Australia and
New Zealand next month.

The SACC general secretary,
Dr Frank Chikane, told a Press
conference: “It is our prayer that
within the next few days a solu-
tion is found for South Africa so
that people can go back to the ne-
gotiation table.”

1t would be a disaster for the
country if there were no agree-
ment on allowing a democratic
process to take its course in view
of the “frightening” threats re-
ga_réiing plans for mass action, he
said.

ent TERRY McELLIGOT reports

1f the obstacles in the way of
the negotiations process were not
removed, “we will do everything
possible as churches” to resolve
the situation.

“There is total commitment
both in our conference and by
church leaders.”

The demands are that the de-
tained suspects in the Boipatong
massacre be brought speedily to
trial, that the government agree
to international monitoring of the
violence and the negotiations pro-
cess, and that commitments be
made for the security forces to
be brought under multi-party
control and for a speedy conven-
ing of a constituent assembly (
constitution-making body).

Dr Chikane expressed the fear
that the country could revert to
“the pre-1990 State-versus-people
type of conflict”.

Let there be light! ... please

DURBAN. — The lights failed se
rican Council of Churches confe

veral times during the South Af-
rence here yesterday — which

caused some mirth in view of the conference theme of “Seeing the

Light in the Darkness”.

When the first power failure oceurred, one delegate quipped:
“Let there be light”. Fifteentminutes later his prayer was an-
swered — temporarily. Darkness descended twice more for short
periods. — Weekend Argus Correspondent.
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“Rhema credentials queried, .,
.| PREVIOUS links ‘betieen the Rhéma Chirch
T‘ and the SA povérnment were queried this week

when an application for observer status from the
church'came before the national conference of the
SA Concil of Churches in Durban, (2%

One of the deleggtes said the Rhema rch
“was known to“be’ qloself' assoclated with the
"government “at a'cfltical time in the witness of the
| BAcC™. Clfer? 12(7191-

\ : "~ Rhetma's application was approved overwhelm-

|| ingly.
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Mass action: Tutu

WINDHOEK. — Archbishop Desmond
Tutu said here at the weekend that the
ANC’s mass protest campaign against the
government could alienate international
support.

“Many who support the ANC inter-
nationally are quite uneasy about mass
action and the general strike with an
ecogmmy that is as battered as ours,” he
said.

The ANC has promised an unprecen-
dented campaign against the government
until President F'W de Klerk agrees to
ANC demands on stopping violence and

the election of an interim governi fit.

Archbishop Tutu, in Namibia to mark
the appointment of a new bishop, also
slammed the ANC’s decision to allow
South African athletes to compete in the
Barcelona Olympics, after initially calling
for the team to be excluded in the wake of
the Boipatong killings.

He said the ANC “did not come out of
the episode with a great deal of credit”,
and he added that his opposition proved
he was “not a lackey of the ANC”,

The Anglican prelate also said he had

arns ANC

eT [3]7
received “very positive messages” from
Mr De Klerk when the two held talks in
Pretoria on Thursday.

He said Mr De Klerk had agreed on the
need to bring to book those responsible
for the massacre of 49 people at Boipatong
on June 17, and for an international pres-
ence to monitor the violence.

Archbishop Tutu said Mr De Klerk had
told him his third demand that the secur-
ity forces be placed under multi-party
control could only be realised when nego-
tiations had resumed and an interim
government was in place. — Sapa-Reuter

T———————
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u ‘Negotiation -
“the only way’

ARCHBISHOP Desmond
'I“gltu yesterday expressed
concern about mass action
and whether it could be

il

sHe indicated that the
church would also Uy to
play a facilitating role, in-
cluding in negotiations be-

cause they were the only

way for the country.
from Windhoek, the arch-
bishop said he had positive
responses from President
PFW De Klerk to a petition
‘sent to him after the
Boipatoing memorial serv-
icé in Cape Town.
Breakdown . e
Tutu said church leaders
contacted Codesa officials
about the breakdown in ne-
gotiations and would con-
finue a facilitating Tole. -

Mass action could be
understandable in the case
of the disenfranchised
masses who wanted to ex-
press their concern. " .
“The first protest march

in Cape Toiwn had shown
how disciplined a huge
" crowd could be,” he said.
“On the other hand a re-
cent protest march had
shown bow things can get
out of hand and how hang-
ers-on can misuse such.an
occasion.” T e

tadl

‘In a telephone interview'




RESPONSES from people of all
faiths on a religious charter for the
“new” South Africa have been
solicited by representatives of six
faiths working on the document.

A drafi declaration on the “rights
and responsibilities of religious peo-
ple” was completed about a fortnight
ago. Driving the project is the South
African chapter of the World Con-
ference on Religion and Peace
(WCRP), an international organisa-
tion which brings together people of
afl major world faiths,

The South African Council of
Churches conference in Durban last
week gave national WCRP pmndent
Gerrie Lubbe the chance to air the
new documept. L

The projéct took off b December
1990 with a national interfaith con-
ference on faith and state relations.
Over the past 18 months, a drafting
committee canvassed input through
regional consultations, culminating
ina workshop two weeks ago.

.-

Africa'is home to people of diverse
faiths, the charter rejects any use of
religion or belief that violates justice
and human digaity. 1¢ regrets that
religious diversity in this country has
been used to sow conflict and con-
tribute to the exploitation and
oppression of people.

The charter calls on the state to
acknowledge religions diversity and
a *constitutionally recognised sphere
of autonomy for religion”. It com-
mits adherents of different faiths to
promoting reconciliation and recon-
struction.

First among the 20 main clauses
outlining rights and responsibilities
is the free exercise of religion, with

“y
.

CARMEL RICKARD
reports on a religious charter
being drafted for the ‘new’
South Africa

duties attached: to practise and
encourage tolerance and respect
towards people of other beliefs; not
to harm others because of their reli-
gious convictions and practices; to
act as the “conscience of society”,
critically evaluating the actions of
civil authorities “at all levels”.

The charter calls for the establish-
ment of an mterfa:th advisory body
as the format li een religions
and ‘the'state! ﬂoag -dther tasks,
this advisory body will recommend
whether “a religion” shoald be enti-

‘tled to recognition by the state,

Under the charter, the state will
not identify with any particular reli-
gion, but will work with all faiths on
issues of mutual concern. The state
will also guarantee each religion may
freely exercise spiritual authority
among its members, provided this
does not infringe on the Bill of
Rights.

The state will also uphold the pro-
fessional confidentiality of ministers
of religion in relation to information
obtained through their spiritual
ministry. For their part, religions
will have the obligation to inform
members about “their civic duties”
and the Bill of Rights,

The different faiths are challenged
to self-criticism by the charter,
which says they must “eliminate dis-
crimination and intolerance based
on gender, race, langnage or social

w\w\ug g\'!; -2\ re]lgl OU.

status Within their own communi-
ties”. They are also obliged under the
charter to oppose exploitation and
oppression in society.

The rights of parents to decide the
religion of their children and to edu-
cate them in their faith are enshrined
in the charter, which also lays down
guidefines for religious schools and
religions education in state schools.

Conscientious objectors are given
the right to alternative community
service, regardless of whether or not
they belong to a religion which
upholds pacifism as a principle, and
all prisoners of the state are guaran-
teed the right to practise their own
faith.

The charter tries to cleanse natton-
al symbols, including the anthem
and flag, of “bias” towards any par-
ticular faith, although reference to
“a Supreme Being” would be accept-
able, This is one of several clauses
which could prove controversial.

Another possibly contentious
clause states that the “medical scru-
ples” of a religion may be overraled
and that a person shall be entitled to
medical treatment in a life-threaten-
ing situation, regardless of the reli-
gious beliefs of parents, guardian or
spouse/partner.

Abortion, the right to life and gay
rights are not mentioned in the char-
ter. However the Bill of Rights is
clearly recognised as more com-
pelling for the state than the values
or ethical demands of particular
faiths.

Lubbe said difficulties some faiths
may have with aspects of the charter
should be raised with the drafting
committee (Box 19354, Pretoria
West, 0117).
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Christians should not
become hysterical at
the idea of a new South
Africa that is a secular
state, says Archbishop
Tutu. Associate Editor
Noel Bruyns reports:

RCHBISHOP Desmond

Tutu last week called for

the new South Africa to be
a secular state, saying Christians
should forego their privileged status
in society.

“God is not a Christian,” Tutu
said.

He was delivering the Third
Memoriat Lecture in honour of the
late Roman Cathclic Archbishop of
Cape Town, Stephen Maidoo.

Tutu said it was understandable
that many Christians reacted hyster-
ically to suggestions that South
Africa should become a secular
state. But the reaction was not
acceptable or justifiable.

How would Christians feel if they
were a minority religious group in a
predominantly Muslim country? he
asked.

“Can they imagine what it would
be like to live in a country where
one’s religious observances were not
recognised and perhaps even pro-

L

Muslim state was strict and ortho-
dox and barred all alcohol and

latest cen- 2.
s u s ,

necessarily a good thing.
“Right up to our times, the

T

pork? We would have to use a non-  Christians annals of Western Christian
alcoholic beverage for the eucharist formed civilisation have been written in
and might not be able to enjoy 94 per- the gory letters of blood. Being
bacon and eggs.” cent of the described as Christian did not

He suggested that people have “a deter countries from engaging in

South
3 atrocities and other excess-

”

little empathy to understand how
people of other faiths must endure
every day in South Africa”.

As an example of Christians’
privileged status, he pointed to
their access to the media,
including the electronic media.

“When last did you see a
Muslim or Jewish service on
TV? When did you last see
a representative of the
other major non-Chris-

The holocaust
had been perpe-
trated in one
of the most
sophisticated
and most
Christian
nations. In
Sourth
Africa,

tian faiths (Sikhism, Christian
Hinduism, Judaism, theolo-
Islam, etc) participat- gians
ing in a TV or radio h a d
panel discussion thought
where the views of Fup the “im-
their farth were can- oral, evil and

JEAunchristian poli-
# ¢y of apartheid”.
They had recom-
mended it to politicians
and then “tried to pro-
vide theological and bibli-
cal justification for it”.
Other theocratic states
had shown that religion
could lead to great good,
but could also lead to
“unspeakable evil and
suffering” — as in the
rivalry between Hindus

vassed as germane to
the topic — like
euthanasia, surrogate
parenthood or abor-
tion?.

“And have we not
been given the
impression that lead-
ers of Christian
churches have easier
access to the govern-
ment than leaders of
the other faiths?” SR
Tut asked. TUTU: Christians :..:wn have c:..vm»_,i *o.. others

) -y

&,

Tutu

and Muslims, the internecine war
between the Islamic states of Iran
and Iraq, and the religious differ-
ences between Jews and Arabs in
the Middle East.

Tutu said it scerned that morally,
politically and economically the
theocratic state had not outper-
formed its secular counterpart.

He quoted the Bible to refute the
exclusivist claims of Christians.

“God is clearly not a Christian.
His concern is for all His children.
God is bigger than Christianity and
cares not only for Christians,” he
said.

“Isn’t it obvious that Christians
do not have a monopoly on virtue,
intellectual capacity and aesthetic
know-how? Is God dishonoured
that Gandhi was a Hindu?”.

Other faiths should not be judged
by their least attractive features or
adherents. This would be unfair as
these were deviations.

“\We should want to deal with
other faiths at their best and highest,
as they define themselves, and not
shoot down the caricatures that we
want to put up.”

Many Christians would be
amazed to learn of the sublime lev-
els of spirtuality attained in other
religions, as in the best examples of
Muslim Sufism and its mysticism,
or the profound knowledge of med-
jtation found in Buddhism.

“It is far better for all concerned
that we should have a secular state
than one in which one religious
faith has privileges which are denied

-to others,” he said.

I ———
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South Africa’s —-Umﬂﬂﬂmcﬁ ‘theologians

OQUTH Africa’s liberation theo-
logians — particularly those in
the SA Council of Churches and
the Institute for Contextual Theol-
ogy — will find naught for their
comfort in Rachel Tingle’s book.
The core of her argument is
that the climate of violence has
been caused partly by the activi-
ties of sections of the Christian
church here, bolstered by large
sums of money coming mainly
from abroad. This is not a new ar-
gument but it is given consider-
able force by a foreword from the
Rt Rev Bill Burnett, formerly: An-
glican Archbishop of Cape Town.
After reminding Christians that
God sent the Saviour, Jesug Christ,
to deliver them from darkness
into light and lead them into ali
truth, he continues: “This truth is
not man’s truth, but God’s Truth:
But now we are confronted with
another ‘truth’ called contextual
or liberation theology which says
‘In the beginning Man! ” .
Archbishep Burnett continues:
. “Here is not God, but man, who

5

' determines what is to be done.

¢

n

gy at all. What we see now is the
Cuckoo’s . Nest syndrome — the
false has neatly ensconsed itself
within the Church and has been
nurtured to such an extent that it
is now replacing the true teaching
of the Church.”
. Burnett says the book shows the
influence of a false “gospel” and
that this “counterfeit form of
Christianity. has depended on
funds from outside agencies”.
Preity powerful stuff, you must
admit, especially coming from a
revered and high-ranking member
of the Anglican Church who can
hardly be said to have fzulty cre-
déntials, Apart from having been
primate of the Church of the
Province of South Africa, he, was
general secretary of the SACC and

_served on the Central Committee

" of the World Council of Churches.

Rachel Tingle castigates both
.the SACC'and the WCC for what
‘she believes to be the funding and
- encouragement of revolution rath-

. 'er than reconciliation. They are in

-essence indicted for seeking first
‘the kingdom ‘of politics rather

This is Humanism and not Theolo- . than that of God.

-

ST

20\

—'BOOK OF THE WEEK

. Revolution or reconciliation?: The struggle in the
Church in South Africa by Rachel Tingle
(Christian Studies.Centre R30)

|qL Reviewed by JOHN BISHOP

29

“She alleges the supporting ide-
ology is Liiberation Theology.
- What is it?.That was the ques-

" tionI posed to two of the country’s

leading exponents some years ago
in the privacy of my home. One
was a Catholic priest, the other a
former Catholic priest.

My other guest was a visiting
French Sovietologist who insisted
that the philosophy was Marxist-
based, thrived on pitting class

"against class and disterted the

Gospels with the phrase “options
for .the pdor” which are simply

- buzz. words for the “revolt of the

proletariat”.

- His antagonists objected bitter-
ly to the analysis but, as I recall,
could not pierce his armour.

Some four hours of discussions
left me very little the wiser ex-
cept that Christ’s simple message
of unconditional love had seem-
ingly been transformed by Libera-
tion Theology into a complete re-
interpretation of Christianity in
political terms.

_ Rachel Tingle has no doubt that
the “Kairos Document” and the
“Road to Damascus”, heavily in-
fluenced by the Institute for Con-
textual Theology, inspired radical
Church organisations which came
to condone violence in South Afri-
ca. If this is true, then Christianity
has moved a long way from

"-Christ’s injunction: “All those who

take up the sword will perish by
the sword”, not to mention “Love
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your enemies. Do good to those
whe hate you”.

Ms Tingle buttresses her argu-
ment with a quote from John
Kane-Berman, the much respect-
ed executive director of the SA In-
stitute of Race Relations who in
February 1991 argued that the
Christian leadership in South Afri-
ca “has helped to legitimate vio-
lence as an instrument of libera-
tion” and said that “black people
in the townships are reaping a
whirlwind of wviolence that the
churches have helped to sow”.

She points out since the SAIRR

statement was released church

leaders such as the Rev Frank |

Chikane, Bishop Peter Storey and
Archbishop Desmeond Tutu have
expressed concern about the polit-
ical violence racking the country.

Indeed before the SAIRR state-
ment, Archbishop Tutu, in a dra-
matic moment at a rally, threa-
tened to quit the country if the
ghastly “neckiacings” and the con-
comitant unrest did not cease. The
brave gesture was made but the
violence continues. ’

Of course not all of it can be
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Church at centre of gz

Q%dgﬁggstro

Z , R
GRAHAMSTOWN. — A church
belonging to the Order of Ethi-
(fJ_pia here was destroyed in a
ire. .

Residents living near the
church said they noticed
flames in the church about
midnight on Saturday. Police
were called fo the scene while
residents kept watch in case
the fire spread to their homes,

Witnesses did not want to be
named, saying they feared for
their lives in a feud between
dissident members and mem-
bers loyal to the church’s bish-

op, the Right Rev Sigqibo -

Dwane,

Since the dispute began‘rm‘ore, .

than one-and-a-half years ago
members have been attacked

O

el dn fie

and homes snd church pre-
mises have been petrol-

‘ bombed.

Earlier this year the dissi-
dent group was evicted from
the church premises following
a court application- by Bishop
Dwane’s supporters.

The church’s properties were
placed under the control of ‘a
board of trustees appointed by
the Order, and use of the pre-
mises made subject to approv-
al by the Vicar General of the
Order, the Reverend Lunga Ka-
sibotho.

Church registrar Mr Boiffie
Mbha said he believed the

“church might have been set

-, alight in revenge against the

court order, — Ecna.
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Dr Frank Chlkane has
been general-secretary

of- the SACC for five

years. He was Inter-

vigwed by CHARLES
. _<=._.>.<_znmzo_o.

7}
IVE years ago, this month,
the Rev Frank Chikane was
appointed general-secretary of
the .South African Council of
Churches — an appointment
that did not enjoy unanimous

support.
.m.wmvmnna from the minisiry
of the black Apostolic Faith

Mission for his political activi- .

ties; Dr Chikane had been de-
tained and tortured often. Elect-
ed to the Transvaal executive of
the UDF, he was also involved

Y incivic organisations.

In 1985 he was arrested and
charged with terrorism. Acquit- .
. ted, he went into hiding during

left the eountry filegally at theyn
end of 1087. Before his return to
Sonth Africa six months later,
he wrote: “My decision to return-
looks senseless, futile, suieidal,
Inconsiderate, stupid ... I can-
not defend this . =.” .

Many within the church re-
garded him as being too politi-
cal for the reconciling role ex-
pected of the SACC. After the
bombing of Khotso House, a
year after Dr Chikane's appoint-
ment, Archhishop Desmond
Tutn sald ke had opposed the
appowniment bt “now I am con-
vinced we were right”.

Dr Chikane said he realised
that he was mowving into a bu-
reaucratic position and “I had

BeUTaer—Nalie~ ¢ ST mer s 4 3 - . T W s oy mre e mre
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to prove that I was not the kind
of activist who simply wanted to
demolish and destroy”. His ex-
perience of democratic grass-
roots politics stood him in good
stead.

It his job imnterview, he was
asked whether he thought he
could mamtain the devotional
life of the SACC. “I told them
that there is a pendulum in the
church that swings between the
love of God and the iove of
neighbour, and that my concern
is that the church at times be-
comes so engrossed in the spirit-
ual side of things, that it forgets
to give practical effect to the
creation of a decent society.”

When he was in prison, and
tortured there, he discovered
the spiritual power and political
importance of seemingly eon-
servative, traditional religions
concepts. “Then to remember
that although your tormentors
can kilt the body but mot the

* goul, yeu acquire 2 new sense of
- resolve. And when you remem-

ber that God's, will ultimately
prevails on Barth, you discover
an inner resource that enables
you to hold firm to these basic
principles that landed you m
prison,

“This kind of spirituakity is
vastly different to the religiosity
some people talk of ... for me,
to be a Christian is to be en
gaged in the struggle against
apartheld and for a new so-
clety.”

Moved by the recent violesce,
Dr Chikane insists: “The time
has come to name the devil.” He
is concerned about secret for-
mations within the security
forces, .

He 12 in favour of multiparty
control of the security forces
and an international momtoring
force, without which the country
could “go the way of Lehanon™

Initially he felt strongly that
the churches should have ob-
server status at Codesa, bat he
is grateful it did not kappen. “It
frees us from the compromises
that are part of negotiations, al-
lowing us to be more prophetic
and critical ...”

There was a time when the
prophetie church looked to the
liberation movemnents as the
voice of the oppressed. Today,
with the ANC negotiating for
power, he is beginning to feel
that “the cause of labour, the
unemployed, women and other
groups, whose cohcerns can so
easily be forgotten in any ep-
counter between the main play-
ers, s where we need to look to
discern the will of God. We must
be in eritical solidarity  with

those who the Bible calls ‘the ™

- least’
. Eroup
situation to another ...”
. He says he will be ready to
go back to prison when injustice
is meted out by blacks against
whites.

Having had his status as a
minister restored in 1%, Dr
Chikane serves a congregation
in Naledi, Soweto. “People call
it the Wild West It Enm place of

, violence and oppress-

-w%Mnmm.mu good place to groun

one’s theology,” says Dr Chi-
kane.
@ Professor Charles WVilla-
Vincencio is a professor of
religious studies at the Unt-
versity of Cape Town.

recognising - that this

often changes=from .one

Fhige e b3 R

Frank Chikane ... *For me,
initially regarded him as being too palitical, making him unsuitable for

to be a Christlan Is to be engaged In the struggle against apartheid and for a new soclety.” Many

g country’s churches to new society

IR . % S5

within the church
the reconciling role expected of the SA Councif of Churches.
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- lence,’

take the I
In peagc

held yesterday between
Mr Cyrus Vance ahd
Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, . ‘

B Urgent talks WeE?

JOHANNESBURG. — Chirrch
leaders have agreed to seek yr-
gent meetings with the govern-
ment, organised business and
labour aimed at breaking the
negotiations deadlock and
averting the natjonal sirike
planned for August 3 and 4, *

At an emergency meeting in
Johanneshurg yesterday more
than 30 church leaders also
agreed on proposals to the
United Nations' special envoy,
Mr Cyrus Vance, and Sent eight!
leaders to meet him, the SA
Council of Churches, who faeili--
tated the meeting, said in a’
statement. L |

The leaders expressed
distress that organised business
and labour were not able to
agree on {erms which would
havg ensured a one-day_ busi-
ness Shutdown instead of a
week-long protest. .

They called on the two prin-
cipal parties in the initiative,
Cosatu and Saccola, “to come
together again and resolve the
issue” and offered their own
services to “facilitate this ac-
tivity™. .

-, The Charter and Programme
foriPeace, Democracy and

Economic Reconstruetion, on

whigh Cosatu and Saccpla
réachgd sugstantlal agree,fﬁ‘gnt,
was endorsed by the Ieaders,
the SACC said. - FA

The government was ad-
dressed an three issues: the vio-
_ principle of democ-
racy and the constitution.

The Teaders called on the
government to initiate discus-

their , \

s

b

sions as soon as possible, to
bring the security forces under !
multiparty control and to give .
the Goldstone Commission 4
power to'enforce its recom- :;
mendations. ] T

It was also rdcommended’
that the National Peace Accord
be assisted by a wide range of
national and international po-,
litical and non-political moni- |,
toring groups. . g

“We believe the government
can make a major contribution
to breaking the deadlock if
there is unequivocal agreement.
that the new constitution will\
be drafted by a body complete-
ly free from any veto and 1}
elected by the democratic vol
of ail the people.” P A

"M Anglican Archbishop Des- /
mond Tutu expressed hope that -
stalled negotiations could b
revived within days, bu
warned that the strike begin-f
Y ning on August 3 could lead to
\severe strife. N

Archbishop Tutu made ‘he )
comments yesterday after he
emerged from a lengthy meet-
ing with Mr Vance at a Johan-

‘nesburg hotel, 4 '

‘Archbishop Tutu warned that
the rejuvenation of the mass
action campaign by the ANC
and Cosatu on Augusti could

lead to chaos. , -
Nevertheless, he forksaw a
resumption of talks and imme-
diate, cléar action to dgal
the violence b
.Within the next few days. wa
" The archbishop also urged
, all sides to commit themselves
to a sovereign constitution-
making body, saying it was
necessary for peace and stabil-
ity in South Africa, — Sapa.
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Preaching a gospel of violence

Qe 2oL

The churches in SA hav

1%

e contributed direétly to the new season of

violence, argues an editorial in Britain’s Spectator magazine

WHY do blacks in South
Africa kill each other? It is
still the $64 000 question
despite the ANC’s campaign
to lay most of the blame at
the government’s door. One
answer being given is par-
ticularly shocking.

Tt was spelt out in Febru-
ary last year by Mr John
Kane-Berman, executive di-
rector of the South African
Institute of Race Relations.
The leaders of the Christian
churches in South Africa
have, in his words, “helped t0
legitimise violence as an
instrument of liberation”; the
result is that “black people in
the townships are reaping 2
whirlwind of violence that
the churches helped to sow”.

The SAIRR is no tool of the:
'Qouth African government;
nor is another opponent of
apartheid, the London-based
Christian Studies Centre,
which has just published a
study of the question (Revolu-
tion or Reconciliation: The
Stroggle in the Church in
South Africa).

This concludes that South
Africa’s radical church
organisations (most particu-
larly the South African Coun-
cil of Churches and the Insti-
tute for Contextual Theology)
#have contributed to the cli-

mate of violence which has
rocked the country”. If also
finds that these organisations
have been partly funded by
radicalised church aid agen-
cies in developed countries.
The policy of go-ahead
churchmen to back radical —
and sometimes violent —
“gyructural” solutions to the
problems of the oppressed
has been well established, of
course, for many years.

Everything was seen in the
context of the World Council
of Churches’ notorious Pro-
gramme to Combat Racism.
The mentality behind this
programme Wwas influenced
by the armed liberation
movements which benefited
from it, and which were in-
vited by the WCC to contrib-
ute to the formation of its
policy.

This policy was based on a
quite conscious inversion —
gome would say perversion —
of orthodox Christian theol-
ogy. This inverted theology is
variously known as liberation
or contextual or Marxist the-
ology. ¥

Sin is not something from
which individuals need sal-
vation; sin is in the structure
of capitalist society. Man's
true end is not eternal life in

the presence of God, it is real-
ised wholly in this world.
The Christian Aid slogan,
“We believe in life before
death”, has to be understood
as a classic formula of con-
textual theology. The Cruci-
tixion is the suffering of the
oppressed, and the Resurrec-
tion has not yet happened.
The consequences of such a
theology in practice are real
and they can be brutal. Here,
for instance, at a WCC Cong
sultation on Racism in 1969, is
Oliver Tambo instructing his
hearers on how they should
interpret one of the Beati-
tudes: “When those who wor-
ship Christ shall have, in pur-
suit of just peace, taken up
arms against those who hold
the majority in subjection by
force of arms, then shail it
truly be said of such worship-
also: blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall
be called the sons of God.”
The liberal Christian
organisations which have
been drawn into partisan sup-
port for the advocates of
armed revolution have stead-
fastly averted their gaze
from its nastier resuits.
When, in 1978, the Patriotic
Front — in what was then
Rhodesia — brutally mur-
dered -eight British mission-

aries and their children, the
WCC ignored the outcry; only
three weeks later they an-
nounced a grant of $85 000 to
the Front. .

This capacity of radical
Western churchmen to give
support to cruelty and vio-
lence without flinching has a
direct bearing on township
violence in South Africa.

Mr Mandela’s accusation
that President De Klerk was
directly involved in the Boi-
patong massacre may or may
not be true. What is beyond
any doubt is that black-
against-black violence has
been greatly intensified by
the ANC’s brutal policy of
reprisals against reformists
and other “collaborators”,

‘and by its widespread de-

struction of their schools,
churches and homes.

It may be that the ANC
would rule South Africa just-

.ly. It may be that peace and

democracy would flourish,
although the precedents are
hardly encouraging.

But, even if that does come
to pass, these Christians who
have funded brutality and
murder along the way still
have to answer for it one day
before the throne of the God
whom they claim to worship.

!
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‘—_ﬁrive to revive. peace chaftf:r . |
Clerics push
to restart

' el 24119

negotiatioﬁmi

CHURCH leaders yesterday launched
a major initiative among business, la-
bour, government and political groups
to restart negotiations and help create
a more favourable political climate
ahead of next week’s general strike.
The initiative follows the failure of
Cosatu and employer body .Saccola to
reach an accord to avert next week’s two-
day strike and church concern that mass
action and the standoff between govern-
ment and the ANC could {rreparably-dam-
age political and economic prospects,

A church delegation headed by Southern

African Catholic Bishops' Conference pre-
siding bishop Wilfred Napier is due to meet
President F W de Klerk today and will
meet the ANC later in the week The
church delegation includes all the major
*religious dencminations and the meetings
are being facilitated by the SA Council of
Churches (SACC).

Yesterday, the church leaders met dele-
gations from Saccola and Cosatu as part of
an attempt to revive aspects of the failed
charter for peace, democracy and recon-
struction which the two bodies could not
agree upon last week,

An SACC source said the church leaders
impressed on the business and labour dele-

[ - PATRICK BULGER

ANC spokesman Carl Niehaus said nego-
tiations with government would remain on
hold and mass action would go ahead until
the ANC’s demands were met. ¢ - -

He confirmed that a meeting was being

[ —————

arranged between the church leaders and .

ANC president Nelson Mandela, who ar-
rived back from oversess
. It is understood that the church leaders

will hold an early morning meeting among .
themselves teday before meeting De

Klerk. They will present him with a brief
memorandum dealing mainly with the
draft charter’s propesals for political
transition. T N “
These include speedy movement to-
wards g political settlement based on uni-
versal suffrage, a transition period gov-
erned by demecratic principles, an elected
constitution-making body which will serve
as a transitional parliament and the need

. for an electoral commission. » ..
+ The church leaders feel agreement on

these political principles are prerequisites
for a resumption of negotiations,

“We feel that the crisis is so desperate
that we cannot afford not to have another
éffort to try and rescue the situation. A

day. .

(gations that the accord should be revived. _. Positive spinoff could be that the general
""'In particular the churgh leaders felt those = strike takes plaéé in a better political cli-
aspects of the charter dealing with politi- ' mate,” one church leader said. ' -

cal transformation should be built upon,

However, the meetings delivered little
chance of next week’s general strike being
called off. Cosatu spokesman Neil Cole-
mar, while describing Cosatu’s meeting
with the churchmen as constructive, said it
was‘unlikely the strike would be called off,

He said the church leaders wounld make
suggestions that might break the deadlock,
The church initiative is similar in tone to
the successful attempts last year by busi-
ness and religious leaders to help set up the
national peace accord which led several

£ To Page 2

- -

Church leader&%\qL@@ O From Page 1

months later to the formation of Cod

At the weekend the church leaders said
they would call on government to initiate
discussions on multiparty control of the
security forces. They would also ask gov-
ernment te allow international, political
and non-political monitoring groups to
assist the national peace accord and would
ask for the Goldstone Cornmission to be
strengthened.

hurch leaders said political parties had

to accept the conseqyences of their choeice
for democrac(. i%
“This will incliide acceptance of the fact

that democracy means that both the will of
the majority prevaiis and that minorities
have effective participation, with effective
checks and balances contained in a bill of
rights,” they said.

-~ &



'Church leaders in bid to break talks deadlock

Political Staff A . - from the SA Consultative Conference The church delegation included the  suade” its members-to agree to the
CHURCH leaders, in an eleventh-hour on Labour Affairs (Saccold) and the .Rev Frank Chikane and Professor Jo- charter, but could:not ensure the par-
bid, are attempting to revive the Z Congress of SA Trade Unions (Cosatu)  “han Heyns. - ticipation of the public sector in a 24-
failed pact between big business and ¢s~. Yesterday and will meet President De The surprise move by the churches hour shutdown on Monday and it
unions to help break the negotiationg~ Klerk and the ANC today. came as wzmimmm spokesmen vester- could not ensure that all its members
deadlock. o {eati day warned that next week’s proposed ~ Would agree to the shutdown.

T The SACC head of communications, y p : . . .

The revival of the draft Charter forshe Rev Bernard Spong, said last g~ Strike and mass action could seriously Asked if the strike could still be
Peace, Democracy and Economic Re- ﬁ night the brokering Hon.uw churchf &\ damage the economy and prolong the averted, Mr Shilowa said: “Ves, but it
construction could also avert the two- W 1aaders was the result of concern recession. is unlikely.
day general strike scheduled to begin ) about those caught up in the violence. Cosatu assistant general-secretary “It cap be averted if the govern-
on'Moiday... | R > . i« T "Sam Shilowa said yesterday Cosatu . ment delivers on the 14 points out-

A -delegation of church leaders led [ The church leaders believed that and Saccola had failed to reach agree-  lined by the ANC, particularly on the
by SA Couricil of Churches past presi- \~ the draft charter had a good basis to ment last Tuesday after Saccola said  jssues of democracy and ac_mﬁnm ” he
dent Bishop Peter Storey met officials ™ break the political logjam, he said. it could only “call on, prevail and per- ’

said.
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By Esther Waugh ... ‘the two-day general strike tion’s meeting with
and Peter Fabriciug -, © -*scheduled for Monday. church delegation, except to . terday warned that next- a 24-hour shut-down on Mon-* event of the dismissal of
’ e et :@R .~ “s A delegation of church, :say that’ the two sides “ex- ., week's proposed strike and i day and-it could not énsure workers, Cosatu would de-
o sarei b Gt Tk <hiGieaders, led by SA Council of, .} plored some ideas”. . ' ... mass action could serioudly" - that all its.gqnembers would . clare tormat diiutes and
vk Chukch Jeaders,: wn,_..mm.ﬁmmmiﬁ;vmun president the SACC head of communica- /. damage the economy apd agree to the shut-down.”™ - call its member's fo ballot.
-eleventh:hour bid, are.atw s Bi )

, ishep Peter Storey, met of- tions, 'thd Rev Bernard  prolong therecession.’ = |} "' Agked if theistrike could 4" Yesterday the Johannes-
tempting to _.mﬁco“mwm.m fictals from the SA Consulta-i<; Spong,<last night told The' ~ Cosatu assistant general- - still be averted, Mr Shilowa ’burg Chamber.of Commierge
fai} d pact between big -itive Conference on Labour * Star the;brokering role by' gecretary Sam Shilows yes- said: “Yes, but it %& ..., and Industry éndorsed a pol-
business and unions to Affairs (Saccola) and the -~ churéh ed@iers-was the. re<i. terday-said Cosatz and Sac- :It ean be averted 13 ...«mmyimam of “no work, no mmwﬁvﬁ_.

Congress of SA Trade Unions sult 'of ‘concern”about those " ' .51a had failed ‘to reach’”

help break the E.wmwnww.w (Cosatu) yesterday and will " caught up in the violence.~:/ +* 3oreement last Tuesda i & ANC, *d¥tayaway. *The busin
: . gre y mw% ot
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tions deadlock. ™ * meet President de Klerk and T 1L . utarly o5 of ° g
: N e chpréh lea be- - .after.Saccola said i could utarly on the issuesof ©  community’s endorsement of
' _The revival of the draft the ANC today. &mqwn..gm.mmmww ‘chartér'had * - ‘only “call on, prevail and " demotracy and violence.” '} a positive outcome to the |l
_nswaoﬂ or Peace, Democra-  Saccola chairman Bokkie a good basis to break the persuade” its members to ' Reacting to guidelines is- ‘referendum was a mandate
cy and’ Economic"Recon- ° Botha today remained tight-  political logjam, he said. agree to the charter, but sued by the SA Chamber of . for all politicians to negoti-
sfruction would also avert lipped about the ‘organisa- 'Their surprise move came  could not ensure the partici- Business on how to handle ate,” said the JCCL
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CHURCH leaders met

President F W de Klerk and

PATRICK BULGER——T

ANC president Nelson
Mandela yesterday in a
continuing bid to restart
constitutional negotiations.

A church delegation pre-
sented De Klerk with a
memorandum which in
part attempts to get gov-
ernment’s view on an elect-
ed constituent assembly.

De Kierk’s office said no
detailed statements on the
meeting would be released
at this stage, but that talks
concentrated on the negotj- -
ations impasse, next week's _
mass action and the vio- |
lence in general, - T

*“The President indicates

he apprectates the task of *.

the churches In assisting to0." sume and that mass acllon’t-kane and’ Anglican
" - Duncan Buchanan.

create a climate for recon-

cillation based on justice
and peace.”

On Monday the clerics
met Saccola and Cosatu to
try to revive aspects of the
charter for peace, demoe-
racy and econoriic recon-
struetion which the two or-
ganisations failed to agree

on. An SACC source con--

firmed the meetings were
not aimed primarily at
averting the strike, hut
were a long-term effort to
restart negotiations.
Mandela yesterday wel-
comed the church leaders’
Intervention. He said

that negotiations should re-
should be disefplined.

Ma sa next
week’s strike would go
ahead as planned and it
would be peaceful. He said
the ANC was concerned
over business threats to
take disciplinary action
apgainst workers.

Sapa reports church del-
egation leader Catholic
Archbishop-elect of Durban
Wilfred Napier told a news

- conference it had been de-

; cided to make Sunday “a
special day of prayer” for a
peaceful resolution of .the

o crisis, *, ’ :

s Other church delegation

;- members included Alexan. /

the: dra clerle Beyers Naude,.
churches were concerned . 8A Counctl of

Churches see-
retary-general Frank Chi-
Bighop




Church s ate leac}ers meet

JOHANNESBURG. — Churc eade,rs An SAC source confirmed the meet-
met President F W de Klerk and ANCa,,“ ings, were not aimed primarily at
president Mr Nelson-Mardéla yester‘ pidverting . sthe: strike, but were a long-
day as part of a continuing bid-fo',. térm. effo,rt to restart negotiations.
restart constitutional negotiatiors, »5 & Mr'"Mafidela yesterday welcomed
A church delegation: presented Mr the church leaders’ intervention, and
De Klerk with a memorandum which said the churches were concerned
in part asks the government’s view on  that talks should resume and that
an elected constituent assembly. mass action should take place in a
Mr De Klerk’s office said talks fo- diseiplined manner.
cused on the negotiations impasse, Sapa reports that church-delegation
next week’s mass action and violence. leader and Catholic Archbishop-elect
On Monday the clerics met Saccola ©f Durban, the Rev Wilfred Napier,
angd Cosatu toxtry to revive aspects of told a news conference it had been
the charter fop\pgace democracy and decided to make Sunday “a Spemal
economic reconstruction which the day of prayer” for a peaceful resolu-
two organisations failed to agree on. tion of the crisis.
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“hurch delegation plans last-ditcl “hid to cool poli tempers .
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 prient and thie-ANC, they senised a'desireto”” /that the continuing violence and the ‘constiz*

<lerk and ANC president Nelson Mandela The source said that whilé the two par- ST T =i et . serise & the c0
Church leaders from all major denomi- move towards renewed negotiations.™ - ' tutional deadlock; caused: the- withdr' al--

o meet in a last-ditch attempt to cool poli- ties had serious _ooumﬁ...&gw__. differences, . . : AUROLR =
2] tempers ahead of next weel's general Seese could be bridged in negotiations. ** v nations uder the auspices of the SA Coun- - They ‘said- they had ‘urged Cosatu and andled tothe clioice of mass Action. /s -3
-trike. S . But the breakdown in trusb between De cil of Churclies aveibeen irying to : estart © Saccola to-take up the issues raised in‘a ° They said the cons titutionial differences.
A ohurch delegation will meet-senior - Klerk and Mandela was.a serious obstacle — constitutional-negotiations and lessen the ™ draft charter on peace, democracy and.- separating the. parties, Were that. govera-
government constitutional negotiator Ger- 'f0 negotiations. And thé ANC fold “the ~ detrimental effocts 6f mass’ detion. They . - economic reconstruction that the ‘two - ment-wanted Codeésa to decide;on a constr

it Viljoen today to relay details of itgtalks  churchriien something hiad to e donie to'  have met employer body Saccola, Cosaty, ¢ groups failed to agree on last wiek. tutjon’that would be difficult to _.nWmH.H_.w%w
, pt- ecide

n Tuesday with Mandela and ANC secre- - pbring the violence under control before ne- government ard the ANC and areattempt~ " i:They said they wiged DeKleik to. act'on - while the: ANC ﬂ»ummnw, Codesa:
tary-general Cyril Ramaphosa. gotiations could resume. N arrange “meetings  with Inkatha, - thie: yiolence: and clarify-constiutional is- " - only on'ilie principles of a new:CONZL L
A church source said the clerics were . ~, ANC'spo cesipan Gill Marcus. said yes- Azapo'and thePAC:: T

pushing for a meeting between_the two terday.there were-no ‘plans. for, a meeting -+ The meetings are-iitended to produce a -, thelr COREToR L [ . {

Teaders. Failing that, they wanted Mandela ' bétween Mandela and De Klerk, our politi~ -code of conduct for the'two-day sttike. tion cduld lead to violent detiont - " . fromi government on the recomrnen
and De Kierk to make staternents to cool - cal staff reports from CapeTown. ~> %, NG ‘ﬂrm.‘nwﬁnwbmmﬁmuw. said ‘althiough there W ﬁ.ﬁﬁﬁ.&?ﬂﬁma that it was'the wish - of the Qoﬂamnﬁn.noﬁummwsu I

Y
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: giies T auging'the deadlock They discussed and'riles governing an interim period. -2
1 o their concerns with'the ANC that mass ac- ", They also pleaded for, immmediate -action
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CHURCH leaders want President F W de
Klerk and ANC president Nelson Mandela
to meet in a last-ditch attempt to cool poli-
tical tempers ahead of next week's general
strike,

A church delegation will meet senior
government constitutional negotiator Ger-
rit Viljoen today to relay details of its talks
on Tuesday with Mandela and ANC secre-
tary-general Cyril Ramaphosa.

A church source said the clerics were
pushing for a meeting between the two
leaders. Failing that, they wanted Mandela
and De Klerk to make statements to ccol

the political climate,

The source said that while the two par-
ties had serious constitutional differences,
these could be bridged in negotiations.

But the breakdown in trust between De
Klerk and Mandela was a serious obstacle
to negotiations. And the ANC told the
churchmen something had to be done to
bring the violence under control before ne-
gotiations could resume.

. ANC spokesman Gill Marcus said yes-
terday there were no plans for a meeting
between Mandela and De Klerk, our politi-
cal staff reports from Cape Town.

lans last-

Blomy 20l m_m.l PATRICK BULGERL ~— |

Church leaders from all major denomi-
nations under the auspices of the SA Coun-
¢il of Churches have been trying to restart
constitutional negotiations and lessen the
detrimental effects of mass action, They
have met employer body Saccoia, Cosatu,
government and the ANC and are attempt-
ing to arrange meetings with Inkatha,
Azapoand the PAC.

The meetings are intended to produce a
cede of conduct for the two-day strike,

The church leaders said although there

ditch _bid to cool polifica

~of M@ >Wn t4 take part in negotiations but

were serious differences between -
ment and the-ANC, they sensed a desire to
move towards renewed negotiations.

They said they had urged Cosatu and

Saccola to take up the isswes raised in a °

draft charter on peace, democracy and
economic reconstruction that the two
groups failed to agree on last week.

They said they urged De Klerk to act on

- the violence and clarify constitutional is-

sues causing the deadlock. They discussed

their concerns with the ANC that mass ac- _

tion could lead to violent action.
“We were informed that it was the wish

that the continuing violence and the consti-
tutional deadlock caused the withdrawal
and led to the cholce of mass action.”

They said the constitutional differences
separating the parties were that govern-
ment wanted Codesa to decide on a consti-
tution that would be difficuit to change,
while the ANC wanted Codesa to decide

_ only on the principles of a new constitution

and rules governing an interim period.

They also pleaded for immediate action
from'government on the recommendations
of the Goldstone commission. !
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2 Cape Times, Thursday, July 30 1992

Church urges leaders o meet

Political Staff

CHURCH leaders want President F W
de Kierk and ANC president Mr Nel-
son Mandela to meet face-to-face in a
last attempt to cool political tempers
before next week’s general sirike.

A church delegation will meet
senior government constitutional ne-
gotiator Mr Gerrit Viljoen today to
relay details of their talks with Mr
Mandela and ANC secretary-general
Mr Cyril Ramaphosa.

A church source said the eclerics

were pushing for a meeting between
the t{wo leaders. Failing that, they
wanted them fo make statements to
cool the political climate.

The source said that while the two
parties had serious constitutional dif-
ferences, these could be bridged.
However, the breakdown in trust be-
tween Mr De Klerk and Mr Mandela
was a serious obstacle to successful
negotiations.

The ANC told the churchmen that
something had to be done to bring the
violence under control before negoti-

ations could resum

The church leaders said they urged
Mr De Klerk to take action on the
violence and to clarify the constitu-
tional issues causing the pelitical
deadlock. They discussed with the
ANC their concerns that mass action
could lead to violent action.

“There is a need for the govern-
ment to declare that the constitution
for a future government should be
produced by a sovereign body elected
on the basis of universal suffrage,”
the church leaders said.

I




Code of conduct

CHURCH leaders are drawing
up a code of conduct after agree-
ment was reached in meetings
with labour and business this
week that the Church should in-

.

.| tervene in thopass getion ¢
_} paign. W N(EE
/ Thele saidimrdjoitirsmte-

1 ment yesterday the code of con-

duct, which had been discussed

,/4 with interested parties, was at an

1 advanced stage and final agree-
1 ment should be reached “very
soon’'.

They said they had discussed

] concerns with the ANC that mass

action could lead 1o violence and
asked for clarity from the organi-

e N . .
_ ; sationon the constitutional issues

| involved in the political dead-
7

/ lock. - Sapa.
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- CHURCH¥Icagers eld asecond
~ round of talk§‘~with)GBg¢ﬁltﬁ€pt I

officials in Pretoria yesterday. !‘ .-/'

" «At-{h¢ meeting, they. (Elefics) ' .

presented proposals for Govemn- ,‘

ment actions that they belieye - . .\
will assist in breaking their}ggﬁ,- ' ,//;/

tiations deadlock and ending the| |
violenée that has dentedti isi - .
among the parties,”’ said ét;i i

-ment. % S
The meeting was_betwaeﬁiS({itq} .
Affaifs Minister Mr Gertit %
Viljoéii: and Constitutional Af;_,._
fairs. Minister Mr Roelf Meyer:{ ,//
froftt the, Government side, and, '} -
Archbishop Wilfred Napiek; L
president of the SA Catholic::. é//
. Biskiops, Conference, Methodist .|
Bighgp ibeter Storey, Professorz |/
Jots?a_% ‘I%-[%i,nsjqf the Duichg g{l ,
formed?€hurch and the Reve
Frank Cjiikane of the SACCrom” L
gg‘iflegqs’ side. - Sowetari-Re- . Z////

s gind Sapa. . -
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B HE CHURCH LEADERS” Meeting
has released a document out-
fining a code of conduct for
the mass protests planned for
next week by the African
National Congress and its ailjes.

Following s the contents of the docy-
ment, the adoption of which “can help
save lives as well as ease tensiong during
this coming week”, a CLM statement
said yesterday,

® Those who choose to stay away
from work or engage in public demon-
strations must be allowed to do so with-
out interference; :

® Those who choose to go to work or
not participate in public demonstrations
must be allowed to do so without inter-
ference;

@ No weapons of any kind should be

)

cartied during public demonstrations;

® Organisers of any protest action
must iake necessary steps to ensure that
the action is peaceful;

® Organisers of protest actions must
publicly issue instructions that will en.
sure that such actions shallbe carried out
in disciplined manner;

® Organisers of marches or other
protest actions must publicly declare
their plans beforehand;

Efforts to reduce conflict

® Employers should deal with the
stayaway with sensitivity, and make ail
efforts to reduce any potential for con-
flict or violence;

® Those providing emergency serv-
ices should not be hindered in their life-
saving duties;

MASS PROTESTS Churchrrien sor "
- there should be no intimidation:

e
@ All parties shall ensure that their
members do not interfere with Jjoumal-
ists in their work:

® The security forces mustupholdthe
right of people 10 protest peacefblly;

® The security forces must not inter-
fere with peaceful meetings, marches,
rallies and demonstrations;

@ The security forces must exercise
their duty impartially in prolecting peo-
ple taking part in protest actions, and
those who choose not to do so; and

® Government must act in such a
manner that peace, reconciliation and
stability shall speedily follow any pe-
riod or event of protest.

The CLM called on all parties “to act -
in a responsible way $o as to ensure
progress towards peace, democracy and
an end to violence”.

The CLM said it produced the code in
consultation with many concerned par-
ties, including ANC. The CLM is facili- _
tated by South African Council of
Churches. - Sapa,
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HE government holds the key to the break-
ing of the deadlock in negotiations, says
Dutch Reformed Church assessor _uamﬂ...

sor Johan Heyns.
This week Heyns was among a broad range of
church leaders who undertook a complicated
round of “shutile diplomacy” aimed at helping

Churchmen urge govt

fis

~ .
ments.! {1 RS

Several of the churchmen were involved in the
Saccola/Cosatu talks from their inception and the
church leadér§ have stated they believe there was

.9 enough’in common between the partiés to form

»wn basis for a return to negotiations.
" "This has also helped in the drawing upofacode

fo,preak the deadlgc
W al 2| _\_ & _ W } @ _w.dm conduct for all those involved in the pro-
mcvmmwomrk.w_ﬁ_._an of mass action as well as those not wish-

* ' movement was made, Vandela wo
ﬁ.\ﬂwsﬁ.} leaders S..mﬂm involved in - television on Sunday night to address the mmmﬁe Ing to participate in it (see below).
= delicate shuttle diplomacy to get : ;ﬂw—.mﬂ night’s Agenda viewers will have seen a

break the deadlock and defuse what they see as
threatening chaos during :Q: week’s general
strike,

The last of the round of meetings took place’

_¥in asimilar way to De Klerk: o)

early yesterday morning when Heyns, South’
African Council of Churches (SACC) general -
secretary Frank Chikane, Methodist Bishop Peter
Storey and Catholic Archbishop-elect Wilfred
Napier met cabinet ministers Gerrit Viljoen mnn
Roelf Meyer.

According io Heyns, the group was taking back

to the government the views they had heard earli--

er in the week from African National Congress

president Nelson Mandela and trying to impress -

upon the government how important it was that it
act in such a way that the ANC perceived enough
movement to come back to the negotiating table.

Heyns stressed to The Weekly Mail that he,
along with the other church leaders who have
been involved in talks for several weeks, believed
that the government and the state president,
because of the authority vested in them, had to
make the moves to break the logjam.

“They are in power, they should act now,” he
said. Heyns believes that among the most impor-

_ negotiations back on track this week. -

. mw.t 1>.-. M-U_.m<

-

tant EEmm Eo government has to deal with are Ea
recommnedations of the Goldstone Oo:::ﬁ_o:

“Heyns said that in the meeting with De Kletk: temarkable display of unity from church minis-
" eatlier this week the church delegation had tried ¥ tefs who have sat across the political divide for

* copvince him that he had to'move and that he™ s
. - should address the nation - a point Dé' En_.r

~ gaid atthe4ime he would work on.,

" Heynsaid it was his perceptiofi that De an_a

and demands to deal with the “hostel problem”, « ad his colleagues were very deeply aware of the

" SACC spokesman Bernard Spong added that

the issues also included the carrying of dangerous
weapons and that appropriate action should be

taken against security forces involved in illegal -

covert actions.

‘The church delegation had stressed to President
FW de Klerk and then again to the two cabinet
ministers yesterday that an elecied body should
draw up the constitution within a limited time
frame.

Heyns told The Weekly Mail: ““We are hoping
that President de Klerk will react in such a manner
that it will satisly the ANC.”

He believed it was possible that if enough

seriousness of the situatior>=*

‘The group of church leaders —which includes
charismatics, “mainstream” chusches, the
SACC, Catholics and the DRC — has been
involved in the complicated tatks for several
weeks now and has been used extensively by
business, labour, and politicians to have their
varying views communicated to one another.

The group used sub-commilttees so that politi-
cians could be reached by the clergy they were
most likely to listen to. Heyns and DRC col-
leagues spoke to the government; Rhema repre-
sentative Ron Steele spoke to Inkatha; and thie

SACC churches spoke to the liberation move-

seyeral decades, but have participated in this
wiezk’s “shuttle m_u_oamnu.: Heyns and the anti-
apartheid campaigner he drummed out of the
DRC, Reverend Beyers Naude, gave remarkably
similar answers to ticklish questions of the
church’s role and perceptions of the current cri-
sis.

Both stressed the need for the government to
move urgently. Both men stated that nobody saw
mass action as an end in itself but as a means to
compel the government to remove the obstacles
to negotiations.

Heyns said he believed that differences
between political groups in the country may not
be as far apart as it seemed — the differences
were largely in perception.

“The church hasa role to play in breaking these
perceptions,” he told Te Weekdy Muil “We hope
we’ve managed tQ do this.”




‘Tutu slams ANC t

MBABANE. — The Archbishop of Cape
Town, the Most Rev Desmond Tutu, yes-
terday criticised the ANC for withdraw-
ing from talks with the government,

Speaking at the 5ynod of the Church of
the Province of Southern Africa, Arch-
bishop Tutu said the ANC had catapulted
South Africa on to the edge of a precipice
by pulling out of taiks.

He also criticised the media for their
reaction to his call that South Afriean
sports peopie should withdraw from the
Olympies in Sympathy with the victims of

violence in the country. O
B (59

“Our media were far more concerned
about sport than about the lives of God's
children and perhaps were reflecting the
mood in the white commaunity,

“After T made my call all hell was Jet
loose, People were upset that their sports
were in jeopardy, more upset about that
than the gruesome loss of life.”

Archbishop Tutu's eall was at first
backed, then rejected by the ANC,

“Initially the ANC opposed my stand,
then supported it, and then repudiated it
for its ridiculous demands (in favour of)

armbands and visits to Boipatong.”
T l&fi@ f"lL

alks pull-out

Archbishop Tuty said he had hoped to
have been calling for the lifting of sane-
tions. He had said he would do so if either
the government showed it wag serious
about ending the violence, or a widely-
accepted interim government was in
place.

He said the euphoria that followed the
unbanning of the ANC ‘and other move-
ments had “all but evaporated” as a re-
sult of the violence that had claimed
more than 7000 lives since 1990,

® Tutu markes plea for women priests —
Page 11
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THE sA Council of
Churches (SACC) yesterday
announced a new worlg
church initiative aimed at
monitoring violence, nego-

tiations and 2 futyre elec-
tion in SA. ge ;
SACC justice ang ial

ministries department gj.
rector John Lamola sajq
the menitoring programme
would be the first interna.
tionai monitoring injtiative
in 8A. He said the injtiative
had the backing of all the
major parties including
government.

The first f 10-13
people would arrive ip Sa
bext month. The teams
would comprise members
of the international ecu-
menical community. The
Programime was agreed to
this week at 4 meeting of
the World Couneil of
Churches in Geneva, atten-
ded by an SACC delegation,
The Ecumenical Moni-
toring Programme wij) be
based in four regions, the
PWV, Natal, eastern Cape
and the western Cape, .
Monitoring teams  wii]

spend between four and six
weeks in SA. @e '
Their goals d e to

Provide 2 mechanism to
monitor vislence, to moni-
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| ‘RECONCILIATION OR REVOLU-
‘- TION? The Struggle for the Church
1. in South Africa, by Rachel Tingle

(Christian Studies Centre, R30)

sl
STHIS book from British journalist
=Rachel Tingle offers a polemical ap-
proach to the role of the church in
SA. The main thrust of her argument
is that the SA Council of Churches
(SACC) and the Institute of Context-
ual Theology “have contributed to
the climate of violence . . . ever since
autumn 1984,

Sections of the church in SA, she
- argues, “have sympathised with the
-liberation movements to such an ex-
{ent that they have either turned a
blind eye to the methods such organi-
sations have been prepared to em-
.ploy to-gain political power, or have
developed a theology which actually

Simplistic argument fails.
cu B0y 1T - :

jUstiHes violenceZ  xl A s
She traces with lucidity the role of

the World Council of Churches and

its Programme to Combat Racism in .

encouraging a form of theology
which supports radical political ac-
tion in SA. In the 1980s this led fo the
SACC publishing the Kairos Docu-
ment and the Road to Damascus
which, she says, rejected a reformist

solution in SA and argued that Chris-

tians should not be working for peace
and reconciliation but should partici-
pate in “the struggle for liberation
and justice”.

Tingle cannot avoid entering into
theological debate, but here she is
simplistic and pedestrian, Her chap-
ter on “Radical Theology” is littered

with repetitive quotes which do not
do justice™to*'the’ complexity and
importance of the debate.

She paints a Manichean picture of
a church divided into two camps —
one, principally represented by the
SACC, advocating “contextual theol-
ogy” rooted in the here and now, and
the other advocating individual sal-
vation and greater remove from the
political quagmire.

In so doing Tingle subscribes to
the myth that the church has never
been anything other than “context-
nal”. In fact, ever since Emperor
Constantine converted to Christian-
ity in the fourth century, the church
has been an arm of the state, blessing
kings and relentlessly pushing Paul’s

A

doctrine of “Let évery person be sub-
ject to the governing authorities”.
And in Afrikaner nationalism,
faith and politics have been inter-
twined for at least as long as they
have been in the liberation move-
ment, with the Dutch Reformed
Church providing much of the moral
bedrocl
managed to flourish. .
Where Tingle’s book is more in-
structive is in the way she has gath-
ered together information from dis-
parate sources regarding the income
and expenditure of the SACC.
‘Between 1987 and 1990, more than
948% of its funds were derived from
overseas, with the largest contribu-
tors beihg the Scandinavian coun-

upon which apartheid

.‘

tries:. There . were also signi ﬂnmn t

-goniributions from British charities
‘$¢h as Oxfam, Christian Aid and the
"Cathdlic Fund of Overseas Develop-

‘ment..- '

_Recipients .included..,the - ANC,
which got $1,3mfom the SACC, and
the PAC which was given $700 000.

__Tingle argues that “the radical
churches have contributed to the cli-
mate of violence” by advocating the
use of civil disobedience which “fre-
quently relies on intimidation of
third-parties”.

The chuich may, on occasion, have
ignored or even condoned violence,
and she may be right in saying that a
little less revolution and a little
more reconciliation is imperative if
SA is to become a stable demograey.
But ultimately Tingle’s argument is
inadequately substantiated'and fails
to convince. .
CHARLIE PRETZLIK
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HE Anglican Church has em-

barked on a conscious drive to
provide an example of free speech
and tolerance to South African so-
ciety in how it handles controver-
sy and dissent.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu set
the tone when he opened the
Chureh’s three-yearly provincial
synod by declaring in Mbabane:
“The kind of society we want ..,
must be one where people eount.
because they are created in- the
image of God, who has a deep rev-
erence for our autonomy as per-
sons — who respects our freedom
to choose.

“We must say to everybody:.
‘Improve your argument. Don’t
raise your veice.’ To intimidate or
coerce ‘in ‘any way is already to

< goncede thit your point of view is"
untenable aiid™cannot ‘win "over -
others.-A§' the Church of God, we
must help to‘cultivate a culture of
tolerance. "~ .
“Our diversity ... makes, not
. for separation, but for a deep and
abiding unity; it is precisely be-
cause we'are different organs that
we constitite-a body, and so we
must celebrate our diversity ...

“We must demonstrate that it is
gloriously. possible for people of
different cultures, gender, race,
upbringing and points of view to
1 cohere, to form a vibrant commu-
nity. This.is"absolutely necessary
where for so 1ong many have suf-
fered under the immoral obsess-
jon with racial separation and in-
justice” -

The test of his exhortations
came in the debate on ordaining
women as priests. A synod hall is
far removed from the tenge and
fear-ridden ‘streets of the Trans-
vaal and'Natal townships. Never-
theless the issue was one ready-
made  for confrontation, for
threats of walkouts and schism.

The protaganists, thave deeply
held convictions: the issue has
split Anglican . churches else- .
where, and the passion.it generaf
ed when last dealt with here i

issue tests Sy
o 1944

. was sober. The archhishop, a

. ordain women.

-Church’s most prominent and vig~

yr

0

riests

ta

LI
w L’:]

1989 far outstripped that caused '
by Church support for sanctions. | .

Archbishop Tutu pleaded with
the synod as the debate began:.
“Wouldn’t it be wonderful if espe-
cially South Africa could see that ,
we disagree, and disagree vehe-
mently, and yet remain in one fe]- .
lowship, not excommunicating one
another because of different
points of view?” -

The resulting four-hour discus-
sion was low-key. Even when an
overwhelming vote in favour of
allowing the ordination of women
was announced, the atmosphere

strong supporter of the move,
quickly reassured opponents that
no bishep would be compelled to .

In recent years the atchbishop
has developed an increasingly
close relationship with .his most
senior colieague, Bishop Michael
Nuttall of Natal. (Bishop Nuttali®
calls himself “Number 2 to Tutu”.)
The day afier the vote, the two"
acted to keep the Church togethef'-
by asking the synod to approve a‘
resolution assuring opponents of
women’s ordination “that there is
a cherished place for them in {our"
Lord's} Church, which would be
impoverished without them.” . ,

)_P-
Two days later, one of the,

orous opponents, Canon Roy Sny="
man of Port Elizabeth, took the
synod by surprise when he de-
seribed his struggle to reconcile |
the decision with the “total dele
feat” of his views. w7

After deep thought, he said, he
had decided he had to accept the
decision: “T believe all of ug must,

ask:, for humility and submit*
gracefully and in grace. If wé-

can’t; 'wé must opt out totally, Bt

‘heaven knows where an Anglicas"

would. go. And I know I belodg'
o 7.

2,

g ot

 Allen is media secres
‘Archbishop Tutu. e
. [N




By Themba Molefe
Political Reporter

A WORLD Council of Churches leader
and head of the Anglican church in
Africa is to act as negotiations broker
between the Black Consciousness

" Movement and the Government.

Sowetan can today reveal that Arch-
bishop Khotso Walter Makhudu of Bot-
swana will chair the first meeting of the
Government and joint Black Conscious-
ness Movement of Azania and the
Azanian Peoples Organisation.

The meeting to explore full fledged
negotiations between major liberation
movements on one side of the table, and
the Government on the other, will be
held cutside the couniry and indications

are that it could be within a month,

Azapo is to announce today details
of the behind-the-scenes activities to
bring the “alternative negotiating fo-
mm’’ about.

‘The talks will be a sequel 1o a proc-
ess started by the Government in Feb-
ruary this year when an official of the
Ministry of Constitutional Develop-
ment and Planning, Mr Maritz
Spaarwater, made overtures to Azapo.

.Several meetings were held be-
tween Azapo officials and the Minis-
try during which agreement was
reached about a neutral convener and
an external venue.

movenients outside South‘Africa:

It is understood Makhudu was ap-
proached by the BCMA, and after he
accepted, the ministry officials indi-
cated that they tooaccepted his creden-
tials.

Makhudu is a member of the WCC
presidium, president of the All Africa
Church Confetence and head of the
Anglican Central African Province.

It is strongly believed Zimbabwe
will be the likely host.

This development follows agree-
ment between the Government and the
Pan Africanist Congress on Tuesday
on a future constitution-making body
or constituent assembiy.
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NEWS Now Azapo goes to the negotiation table with the Government in three weeks

mzox.m..mo competition

This is the ninth puzzle piece in the
Philips stick-a-pic competition. Cut it
out and paste it on the appropriate
square {9) on the entry form that ap-
peared in Sowetan on August 11. The
first prize is worth R13 000.

Early date set for neg

Anglican archbishop invited to help with talks between the two parties:

COwtlom. ﬁ_m\_m

By Themba Molefe
and Sapa

TALKS between the Azanian Peo-
ple’s Organisation and the Govern-
ment would begin as early as Septem-
ber 12, the organisation said yester-
day.

Azapo publicitly secretary Mr
Strini Moodley said in Durban direct
discussions would only begin when
certain pre-conditions had been met.

Moodley said Azapo had ap-
pointed Archbishop Khotso Walter
Makhudu of the Central Africa Prov-

ince of the Anglican Church as a

“facilitator'’,

He said Makhudu would meet the
Government and “setin motiondiscus-
sions for criteria to be filled"'.

The talks would centre on the estab-
lishment of a constituent assembly to
draw up a new constitution.

Moeodley said negotiations were not
a substitute for the armed struggle.

He said the negotiations would be
open to the public. Azapo, he said,
would also insist on liberation move-
ments joining the negotiating forum.

Makhudu is a member of the pre-

sidium of the World Council of
Churches and president of the All-
Africa Church Conference.

He was invited tobroker the talks by
the Black Consciousness Movement
of Azania.

This development is a sequel to a
series of behind-the-scenes political
activities initiated by officials of the
Ministry of Constitutional Develop-
ment in February.

Italso coincides with historic meet-.

ings over the past two weeks between
the Pan Africanist Congress and the
Government. The Government and the

ﬁmﬂéﬂm

PAC on Tuesday agreed on future con-

_stitution-making.

Meanwhile, Azapoe's Natal regionat
organiser, Mr Patrick Mkhize, con-
demned the media “for its partiality®’.

He said while the harassment of jour-
nalists could not be ignored, there were
various factors that contributed to it.

These included “the bias of some
journalists, who are partisan and the
manner in which some journalists be-
have'’

He said the only way to end the
harassment was for journalists {o be
impartial.

the






By Juanita Williams

SOUTH AFRICA should be
recognised as home to people of
diverse faiths, says a dralt declara-
tion on the rights and responsibili-
tics of religious people.

The declaration, drawn up by the
South African chapier of the World
Conlerence on Religion and Peace
(WCRP), says South Africa should
not be a *“Christian country”, as the
National Party government decreed
decades ago.

WCRP national executive mem-
ber and national secretary of the
Call of Islam, Mr Ebrahim Rasool,
said the idea originated at a Muslim
conference two years ago,

“The draft declaration is being
sent to political parties and religious
groups for comment and addi-
tions,” Rasool said.

religion m:ocﬁ be taught at state

,m> a lan \d of m any fq ﬂrm, o
schools, but should not be used for

SoUT 22 %— 24 %)% 2.

The draft declaration suggests
the state work in conjunction with
an independant interfaith advisory
body to “facilitate a formal link
between religions and the state”,

“A ministry or commission of
rcligion would also be considered,”
said Rasool.

The advisory body would be
appointed by the Human Rights
Commission, be committed to the.
interfaith movement and “enjoy
good standing” within their own
religions,

With regard to national symbols,
the declaration states that “the
national anthem, flag, public monu-
ments, the national coat of arms
and the preamble to the Constitu-

tion should not be biased towards
any particular faith”.

“In *Die Stem’, the Christian
God is constanty referred to, while
in ‘Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika’ it is
more of a religious content,” Rasool
said.

“For example, we should not

‘encourage symbols like the cross or

the moon and star to be included in
the flag.”

The media has been targetted by
the declaration, which states that
“every religion should have propor-
tional and meaningful access to the
publicly-owned communications
media”,

“By proportional we mean media
access should be monitored accord-

ing to the :E.:.orn of pcople the
religion has,” Rasool said,

“For instance, Sunday television
programmes arc dominated by
Christian crusaders and this is

-regarded as insensitive 1o other reli-

gions,” Rasool said,

Religious intolerance also requires
the attention of religious groupings,
even though the incidents have-not
been consistent.

Rasool said any society has
potential for religious intolerance, as
ignorance could lead to negative
reactions.

“QOur society has a reputation for
striving to divide people and it is
possible that religious beliefs could
be used 1o sow division,” he said.

“converting” children from one
religion to another. It should rather
be used for “constructve™ teaching
to avoid future jgnorance and prej-
udice

“We also recognise that public
holidays should be open to negotia-
tion,

“Christmas and Easter might
bring the country to a standstill,
while the same cannot be said of
the two Eids,” Rasool said.

“The WCRP-SA intends sending
the declaration to the political lead-
ership afier amendments have been
made to the document. The next
siep would be to find legal starus
for the document and have it
included in the Bill of Rights,” he
said.
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NEWS PAC',' Azapo told it’s wrong to negotiate

Thumbs down from ‘Combat’

By Joe Mdhlela Sqoulen. 29| %[4 1

ANEWLY established organisation, Community of Black
and African Theologians, said this week it would advise the
PAC and Azapo not to negotiate with the Government.
Launched last weekend at Eskom College in Midrand,
the organisation concluded this after a four-day session,
The theological seminar was organised by the Black
Theology Project and Institute for Contextual Theology,
The clergymen criticised the South African Council of
Churches, accused of misrepresenting black struggle.
The organisation also expressed unhappiness that white
liberals dominated the SACC which, it said, gave the black
struggle for liberation an interpretation which was incon-
sistent with the experiences of blacks,
The president of Combat and lecturerin Theology at the
University of South Africa, Dr Takatso Mofokeng, said the

i New body is critical of the SACC's. role

in the st?%ﬁor Iiber?linn‘:
organisation waltismayed that éz I%&C was already
talking to the Government and that Azapo was in the
process of doing so. “We will be approaching these
organisations to express our concern about the talks.”

*“The SACC has moved away from the black commu-
nity. Their language has become white. Combat wiil be
engaging the SACCinacritical dialogue to address these
concems,’” Mofokeng said.

The organisation elected Dr Mokgethi Motthabi as
executive director, Professor Itumeleng Mosala as fi-
nance director, Dr David Mosoma is publicity and infor-
mation director and M3 Priscilla Eversen and the Rey
Tinyiko Maluleka take care of gender affairs and pro-

grammes respectively.
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Peaceful Qggtest is a right

FRANK CHIKANE says Christians who oppose peaceful mass
o the forces of violence @’{D_

action

have capitulated t

THE right to seek freedom
has erupted into a major
debate among Christians
because of the dangers of
mass action.

Some argue that if the door -
to negotiations is wide openh
there is no reason to kick it
down.

But are we to ignore and
climb over the bodies of suf-
fering people who lie in front
of the door? Others say mass
action is too risky to be
supported, for people’s lives
are at stake.

In some places in our coun-
try freedoms are taken for
granted which do not exist in
other places.

Irresponsible

Even in countries where
freedom does exist 1t has
never been a reasomn to pre-
vent the lobbying and peace-
ful demonstration which take
place in every free society
from London to Washington.
Mass political protest 1s 2
democratic right, and some-
times a duty.

For years many church
leaders said: “Violence is
wrong, we must not take up
arms”, and urged the liber-
ation movements to abandon
the armed ptruggle.

The ANC did suspend the
armed struggle in 1991, and
engaged in normal peaceful
action. Now some Christians
are saying this is irresponsi-
ble because peaceful protest
is too risky. This negates
what they said before and’
creates a situation which
could revert to violence.

Peaceful protest has a long
history and great theological
credibility. The church was
so commmitted to it that, when
the government prevented
peaceful protest in February
1988, the church protested
verbally and actively.

Leaders of all the churches
put a pencil through their dia-
ries, flew to Cape Town and
marched on Parliament in
the face of military opposi-
tion. They were attacked with
water cannon and sent to
prison.

Subsequently, we cam-
paigned to demonstrate to all
South Africans the supreme
importance _of non-violent
action, and we strongly
defended freedom of public
expression of political dis-
sent.

In the present crisis this
game reality faces us.

To state that peaceful pro-
test is not acceptable if it
might be subjected to violent

attack is to capitulate to the
forces of violence.

Have we allowed the vio-
lence to undermine our belief
in the efficacy of non-violent
action? That is to draw back
from the Cross.

If violent response to vio-
lent repression is not permiit-
ted, and non-violent response
to violent repression is also
not permitted, what option do
we have?

There is no morality in
making ideological distinc-
tions which leave people in
their chains. We have de-
stroyed our people’s freedom
to act in any way at all.

If we deny people methods
of responding to the violence
which is persecuting and kill-
ing them, we can never again
suggest that those who take
up arms have a peaceful
alternative. Are we telling
them that the only solution
is to resume the armed
struggle?

If we do not defend the
rights of people to peaceful
protest now in this present
crisis, how shall we be able to
maintain that right in future,
whatever government is in
power?

Our task is not to castigate
those who protest peacefully
against violent regimes; but

to overcome the evil with
good. We must defeat the
threat of violent action with
the reality of peaceful action,
and if necessary suffer the
violence.

The apartheid regime has
always found it necessary to
support  itself by violence,
and still does. The necessity
for dermonstrations against it
will end only when the strue-
tures it is necessary to defend
by violence are removed.

Injustice

For two-and-a-half years
people have been told to
refrain from action because
the door is open to negotia-
tion, while 10 000 have been
killed to undermine the abili-
ty to go through that door.

Many more lives are now
at stake. Repeated crises will
occur while illegitimate
regimes rule us. Has the time
come again for Christians to
unite in proactive peaceful
action, defending the basic
freedom of our people to
insist on the removal of injus-
tice and the swift establish-
ment of a democratic regime
in every part of our land?

® Rev Chikane is the
general secretary of the
South African Council of
Churches.




Natfonal poeeace cnmmaa chairman John Hall, left, and B"I-hop.Patar s.ton.ay at a weekend
church consultation on the national peace accord, SR Picture. ROBERT BOTHA
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CHURCHES Would continue to take part in
and support the nationa] peace accord in
spite of it kaving . some key weaknesses
which had emerged over the past year, the
Methodist Chureh’s Bishop Peter Storey
said at the weekend, R

Storey said at a media briefing, after a
chufch consultation o the accord, that the
original committee of churchmen. who ini-
tiat‘ed the pact a Year ago, would recon-
vene shortly to re-evaluate it.

Among weaknesses Storey cited were;
O Peace committees in some regions
lacked 'balance and were dominated by
government or business; .

JThe SADF had not followed the example
set:by police and signed the aceord’s code
of gonduct. [0V 2519191
[#Peace accord structures ere “helpless
_tn_qxposing and identifying the perpetra-
40T, of covert action”; .

3 8A Council of Churches general secre-
‘tary Frank Chikane said earlier he sup-
ported the defiance of laws which negated
basi¢ human rights.

Referring to the proposed march on
Ulundi, he said the $greh would find itself

in a “very serious contradictioq_’}; iturged
people not to protest non-yioléntly,

i




Ecum?:
cr 2%l9 CIrz,
group t

1@ nitor SA

JOHANNESBURG —
An ecumenical monijtor-
ing group will be .de-
ployed in ‘South Africa
in October following the
five-day visit of the Ecu-
menical Eminent Per-
sons Group. .

The' group said at a
news conferénce here
yesterday, . before leav-
ing for_ Londom that the
only ‘selution to the vi-
cious cycle of violence
was the creation of an
interinr government,

The -group’s spokes-
man, Angllcan observer
at the United Nations
Sir Paul Reeves, said the
group had galned the im-
pression: durmg its visit
that the application of
the National Peace Ac-
cord focused on viola-
tions ‘committed by the
black community but did
not hold for the govern-
ment and its homeland

i| structures. — Sapa

B e — |
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“Wwould arrive next month. " -

\'Anglican obseryer at the United
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Church group
will keep €ye

on'violence,.

(Group yesterday, launched the
cEcumenical Monitoring Pro-
;gramme to munitorl-viqlgpce on
"an ongoing basis. . <o o
L. Atya press .conference;at |.
';tht‘soﬂouse in Johapnesburs, |
r\he»fore[ﬂlgaving after a six-day
|'study of violence, the gqopp-said-
ithe first®team .of monitors

[ID

- According to the group,a

iHare' U:jivprgiity,;,‘-p‘eoplé af-
“firmed the fheed for monitors.
{1 The members of the group
are the Rt Rev.Sir Paul Reeves,
Nations; ’Christine, Davis, prest-
«dent of the .Coxincil’ of Chur¢hes
ip' Britain and Ireland; Bishop
‘Melvin Talbert of the United
Méthodist Church;. Jorgee Es-
‘trup, member i df:;Pailiaméntﬁ»'itiﬂ
Denmark; and Bishop Boniface
‘Tshosa Setlatekgesi, the’ Catho,
lic Bishop, of {Gaborone .and
member’ of_the: Southern: Afri-
Lcan Catholic“Biﬁhd[is’ Confer-
| ence. . Y

woon
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‘Face of the church will never be same again’

HENRIETTE GELDENHUYS
Staff Reporter

TWQ WOMEN priests ordained by
Archbishop Desmond Tutu at St
George’s Cathedral signified freedom
from “patriarchal bondage”, said
preacher Dr Denise Ackermann.

Surrounded by about 80 priests, the
Archbishop completed the second or-
dination of women priests in South
_Africa last night when he placed his
hands on the heads of the kneeling
women, the Rev Margaret Vertue
and the Rev Wilma Jakobsen.

The country’s first three women
priests were ordained in Grahams-
town on September 5.

In a packed cathedral, the full con-
gregation rose and spontaneously m%.
plauded the women, who were radi-
ant with joy over their new status.

Dr Ackermann, lecturer in practi-
cal theology at the University of the
Western Cape, said the Anglican
church had “compromised credibility
for too long as discrimination against

H »

women has made suspect its voice”.

The church had shown ability to
change when it decided in August to
ordain women priests.

“The face of the church will never
be the same again. The church has

hood has resulted in a particular.

style of doing things. By aifirming
women, we can reach out to people
who have been previously excluded,
like battered women,” she said.

- Dr Ackermann expressed the hope
that public language would soon re-
flect the new “inclusiveness”.

“I hope never to sing: ‘Rise up, oh
men of God’ again. Language should
reflect social and cultural realities.”

The Rev Jakobsen was educated at
Westerford High, Cape Town, the
University of Cape Town, where she
obtained a BSc and Higher Diploma
in Education, Fuller Theological
Seminary in Pasadena, California,
where she studied for a Master of Di-
vinity degree, and a term at St Paul’s
College, Grahamstown.

In 1988 she returned to Cape Town
.and was ordained a deacon in June of
that year.

The Rev Vertue was born in Kim-
berley.

A private secretary, she became a
Sunday school superintendent and
went on to become a parish couneil- |
lor and lay minister. 1

After becoming director of Sunday
school work in the Cape Town dio-
cese in 1983, she gained a theology di-
ploma at St Paul’s in 1990.

As the top student in her second

——

Picture: ROY WIGLEY, The Argus. freed itself of patriarchal bondage.

APPLAUSE: Archbishop Desmond Tutu applauds the two newly-ordained women
priests, the Rev Wilma Jakobsen, left, and ﬁ._._.m Rev Margaret Vertue, after completing  -tjve * she said. Oxford University, in 1990. She was
¢ formalities at St George’s Cathedral last night. “A long tradition' of male priest- - ordained a deacon in February, ESL
o, -

s [y - \

[ -

“Gender is no longer a barrier and year, she was awarded a six-month
priesthood can be fruly representa- scholarship to study at Wycliffe Hall,
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| Liunched. .
help ;@.néédy ,

| GRAHAMSTOWN. — An In-.

Chut

1

R

‘with the -aim of . identifying.

) facing_ needy  communties in-
| the eastern.Cape: '

_ed -by- the -Rev. Malusi:

Ethiopia~ Church, Repfesen:.
Eeitives’offilie: oD Africas
Cojincjl ,of; Churches, the An-,

ap 7Chrch, th

:

»Pauls- College, Wi
bbardicy i
1\ Spéaking ‘after. the. Jaunch;
-Mr’ Mpimiwana said" the, jn-"-
| stifite would strive “to walk

|, 10-make a: qualitative, differ;
‘énce in;our sociefy -and en-
deavour: to help. people to.
;;mget_-?‘tj;ei‘;{oWnrnejet,ls" AR
y. To, achieve this,the. insti-'.
“itiite ' would encourage: and,
-enable;‘community-hased -
development organisations to.
identify eriti
“tervention’and. facilitate peo-’
“ple-centred development”™.”

tal aspect: of, the institute’s,

‘ ;‘stitutgf!lfd;,Pastotﬁalf,‘Edllca- .

Y tion has-been.launched here

and, addressing, the problemis |,
The, institute. will be'head:|.

Mpumltatia; of ithe. Order of:

(glican e Order. of |
""lé’thidp'.ia?g-ﬂ_linpch"' nd.-St|
il sit-on-jts-{.

| along, with' people who want .1

_eritical areas: of in- }

" Mr - Mpamlwana' said a vi- 1

work'would'be to co-operate’
- with parishes that were. con-
cerned: with ‘community"de-
velopment; — Eena. -~ i

e
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confess FW

By PAT SIDLEY -
il -A PHOMlNENNheoIo-
gian from thé Gerefor-.

... | meerde Kerk-has; calted
.-} on President FW de Klerk
R B to. confess ithe ‘sin of.
aparlheid and apo!oglse

174 .De_Klerk, who'is a
) 19 member of that church,

b |- has oonsmtently resisted

these demands

.- 1. YAt a conference of the

o | three. white Afrikaans .
- churches in Pretoria this A
w week to.discuss South
Africa s “moral crisis”

- Professor Amie van Wyk"
‘sald: "There is llttlesolib-—-

werating as jonofte
{ 23?‘ |
- fession

would have a greater=

eﬂect and be more liber-—-
ating ifthe state presudent\‘l
would make it publicly.”

- However De Klerk’s

o o own opemng speech

LA »’showed no sign of contri-$

&2+ | - tion. He attacked the Afri-2

~]..can Natlonal Congressz
~F: and- Inkatha Freedom

Parly for bemg responsi-

blef foriall thef wolenoe in.




“74 THE Evangehcallutheran' furch
1171 of Southemn ‘Africa yesterday ac-
H | cusedthe Government of continuing
aparlheld'_ programmes upder the

. exploxtauon and racnsm We are con-
vinced that they are not competent to
. detennlne the’ destmy of -Our coun-
] ry)” the. church sa1d .
| Ttexpressed concem at cormpuon
within Govemmem dapanments and
| the scattéring” of pubhc TeSouIces
7 | “into the hands of the*already €co-
' nomlcally puwz:rful whlte people” :
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new. targets

RN

()f ie ?]ell'

ar:oLt R
rrespondent

DURBAN. — Priests and ministers ha\}e become the . {
targets of unrest in Natal/KwaZulu, and their lives _ . \

are in danger, church leaders we e told here ester-
da J f;’" P, wﬁgﬁg b Yc&ﬁ ¥
: Church leaders also asked that urgent meetmgs |
"be held with the ANC and the IFP !eademgig in the - !
.region. " ~ TR R, i y» ©
The request was made by leaders of the Angl an,
Methodist and Roman Catholic churches-at=a ton-. &
ference at the Ecumenical Céntré tiere}#eldunder &
the auspices of the World Council of Chufches. .
SA Council of Churches general seemtaﬂ theRev ' «
Frank Chikane said at the conferenee that more - [
than 300 people had-died in the Natal onflict in*
August and September and the pohtmal mpera- |
ture was so high clergy had been dragged into the .
conflict. . & ,ﬁ@ﬁﬁm:ﬁﬂ’&g? 4
“Even burying a member of their congregation
who happens to have a flag drapéd over his coffin |
qualifies the minister to be attacked from the gj;her |
side,” he said. b ‘B"‘ R i T
‘The conference also dlscuss ossible, ;:esolu- S
| tions of the problems which had given,rise to the'” l
ANC’s proposal for a march to Ulundi. ‘-8

@ Four international violence monitors, function- "
ing under the Ecumenical Momtom)g ‘Programme ;
| in South Afrxca, are due to arriv 'in, Durhan next L)
week. Y IS T l%ﬁi %&" Ki"’"’iﬂ" X
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Court freezes sale 1n
Group Are

CAPE TOWN — A poor coloured family which lost its
land under the Group Areas Act yesterday had a freeze
placed on its resale in a court action which could actasa
precedent preventing the hasty sale of state-owned land
acquired under aparthieid legislation.

The Legal Resources Centre, which assisted with the
case, said it had important implications for the right of
the state to sell land obtained as a result of the Group
Areas Act. In Cape Town alone 3241 properties are
registered in the name of the Community Development
Board and much has already been sold despite land
reform measyres introduced by government.

An agreement hetween John Hendricks and his grand-
mother Kassie, 81, and the chairmen of the development
boards of the House of Representatives and Assembly,
the purchaser P Basson and the Registrar of Deeds was
made an order of the Cape Supreme Court.

In terms of the agreement the sale of the disputed land
was frozen pending the Hendricks's application to the
advisory comumission on land allocation set up in terms
of the Abolition of Racially Based Land Measpres Act
and to the Cape Administrator.” lDﬂ'VA @&L

Basson, a businessman and speculator, who
provisionally sequestrated five times and finally seque-
strated once, paid R23 000 in 1991 for the land which the
Comnunity Development Board bought for R39 800 from
the Hendricks family in October 1984. *

Certain clauses in the sales contraet with the beard
were illegaily deleted and the case has been referred to
the Advocate General for investigation.

Basson so0ld the property in April 1992 to the New
Apostolic Church (Cape) for R160000. The Hendricks
family accused the Development Board of silling the
land to Basson at well below its value. |

In 1982 the Hendricks’s land was declared white and
the board purchased it. While legally required to move
most of the family continued to live there.

In July 1989 the land was reproclaimed coloured but
the Hendricks family was not informed. y

In December 1991 Basson informed them that he had
bought the property and demanded R10 a month in
rental, Some family members refused to pay and the
water supply was cut off. Basson then informed them the
land had been sold and that the family was to be evicted.

W
e
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Clerics planning 'protes@
march in Bophuthatswa

AVIN DU VENAGE {28

THE SA Coviicil of Churches (SACC) would 5oon hold a
protest march in Bophuthatswana's capital Mmabatho to
protest against the “heinous abuses and violations of
human rights”, Rishop Kevin Dowling said yesterday.

More than 35 organisations including human rights
groups, comnunity organisations and political groups
such as the ANC, PAC, Azapo and Bophuthatswana’s
ruling People’s Progressive Party attended a three-day
conference in Bloemfgntein this week on conditions in
the homeland. g( D ! l%l I

Conference chairman Dowlirlg said reports and per-
sonal testimonies detailing torture, harassment, unfair
dismissals, detention without trial and dispossesion
through corrupt means had been heard at the conference.

A march of clerics and Christians would be held soon,
on an as yet undecided date, to “bear witness” and
publicly condemn the Bophuthatswana government.

The conference adopted resolutions callig on the
Bophuthatswana government to repeal ail “repressive”
laws such as the Internal Security Act and the Preven-
tion and Control of Mass Action Act.

Meanwhile, Bophuthatswana government spokesman
Alwyn Viljoen said in a statement that the SACC allega-
tions were “rejected in the strongest possible terms”. He
said Bophuthatswana was the first southern African
country to have an ombudsman and a constitutionally
enshrined Bill of Human Rights.

(J Sapa reports that a conference on violence in the Vaal
triangle, in which community organisations are expected

to take part, is being planmed by the SACC for October 27.
3 i
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| Churches warn on amnes

|| WESTERN Cape chititch leaders have urged the
President net to proceed with the controversial am-

| nesty legislation, warning that they might support

| future efforts to reverse such legislation if it did not
comply with Christian teachings.g

| “The Gospel of Jesus Christ commits ChristianeTo

| a minisiry of conversion, forgiveness, reconciliation

| and healing. The biblical prerequisite for a new begin-

| ning is confession, restitution and genuine repentance.

" Western Cape church
iIER

“There is no cheap grace,

] leaders said in a statement,
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THE murder of human
rights campaigner David
Webster was one of the
most senseless ever com-
mitted in SA, Lt-Gen Jaap
Joubert said during testi-
mony in the Rand Supreme
Court on Friday.

Joubert, who was a mem-
ber of the police team
which investigated Web-
ster’s assassination — he

- e et e
. po

|' susan russer |

has since retired — was tes-
tifying at the inquest on the
murdered Wits University
academic.

The general said the po-
lice investigation team,
after excluding all the pos-
sibilities, had been certain
the motive for the murder
was political.

He told-the inquest court
he had contacted various
intelligence and security
force branches in an at-
tempt to establish the mo-
tive for the murder.

During meetings with
former military intelli-
gence chief Gen Withop Ba-
denhorst and CCB Joe,
Verster, he had raised the
possibility of CCB involve-
ment. Verster had denied
the Webster incident was a
CCB “project”.

Joubert said he had heen
unable to find anything to
substantiate suggestions

¢ A
r ,ﬁ@grder sens

that CCB operativé Ferdie
Barnard was responsible.

The general testified also
that the CCB's existence
had come to light only after
Webster's murder.

Prior to that, however,
there had been whisperings
in intelligenee eircles about
the existence of a “priva-
tised” defence force unmit
which carried out clandes-
tine operations.

Badenhorst had told him
the CCB’s activities were so
clandestine he had not
known about it.

Joubert said that after
listening to talk by five
CCB operatives during his
investigation into the Web-
ster murder, he had found
their activities so laughable
that they reminded him of
the *“cowboys and crooks”
games he had played as a
youngster at school.

He will continue with his
testimony before Judge M
Stegmann today.

Churches %ﬁogg"gn?’mesty

CAPE TOWN — Western Cape chorch leaders have
urged President F'W de Klerk not to proceed with
coniroversial amnesty legislation, warning that they
might support future efforts to reverse such legisla-
tion if it did not comply with Christian teachings.

A Western Province Council of Churches statement
said: “Experience in other parts of the world shows
that true reconciliation and healing do not take place
as long as suspicion and doubt prevail, or the possibil-
ity persists for the perpetrators to continge their evil
deeds from positions of influence and power.

“We are obliged to warn that there is no easy road
to national healing.” A complete and unequivocal

acknowledgement and public turning away fro &
acts of evil was necessary. — Sapa.
Q\o‘:;é 0\“\1/ @ Comment: Page 6 (w
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l- c11 of'; Churches -has:, urged Mr
Nelson ‘Mandéla to-act agamst'

l per etrators* of ‘abuses, in’ the
:* ANC, ‘saying that as .d-leading’
llberataon ‘organisation it was

E -under @ tremendous; obllgatmnf

i to lead the. .way in’ estabhshmg
i valués;for: the good of 'the
emergent nation, —: Sapa—A iz
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‘Act like statesmien’ -
B Tutu tells politicians to end violence and |
grandstanding and one-upmanship: /5

Sowetan Africa g Dweteai— enjoying thé Treedom for which so
- i many sacriflced. ,
News Service g9 1 “Blesse sop-your grandstanding
HARARE - Archbishop Desmond Tutu your brinkmanship, your one-
has warned the South African Govern- upmanship and become statespersons,
ment, the ANC, PAC and Inkatha: “End statesmen.” Tutu said he would like to
violence now or have next to nothing to  address South Africa’s three main
pick up when a post-apartheid societyhas _plack political parties, .
been created.” .7 “So far, we have made calls to the
Speaking at a news conference in South African Government to deal
Hara:;e on Monday on the first dayofthe more effectively with the violence but
general assembly of the All Africa Con- we also have to address the ANC, the
ference of Churches of which he is presi-  PACand Inkatha andsay to them: “For
dent, Tutu said: “We should be sayingto - goodnesssake, discipline your follow-
the political leadership of South Africa - ers. Let them leam to tolerate differ-
that we are going to end upwithnoone  ences.” he said. .
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‘Church must

ST+ W1 ~t)lifa

TTEMPTS 1o

solve South

Africa’s constitu-~

tional and human

rights problems

must be wider than

legal solutions which are not sup-
ported by people’s personal values.

Theelogians should also define

how they will become involved in

human rights debates, speakers
urged at a panel discussion recently.

The discussion was organised by

the Research Institute on Christiani-

ty to coincide with a book titled “A

Theology of Reconstruction — .

Nation Building and Human
Rights” by Professor Chares Villa-
Vicencio of UCT’s department of
religious studies.

Professor John de Gruchy, of the
department of religious studies said
theology in South Africa today had
a double agenda. On the one hand
it said “no™ to injustice and oppres-
sion and on the ather “yes™ to con-
structive engagement with society.

“The situation in the country
determines whether the yes is loud-
er than the no,” De Gruchy said.
“In the past theologians examined
the situation and found it necessary
for prophetic Christians 10 speak
the no louder than the yes.

“In 1968 we gave a categorical no
to apartheid as a false faith which
was taking us in the totally wrong
direction. On the basis of the rejec-
tion of apartheid was a strong affir-

What role will th 7%
church play in the
reconstruction of South
Africa? REHANA
ROSSOUW reports on
a recent panel discus-
sion which examined
the issue: ’

mation of what a genuinely just
society should look like.”
“Theologians should be assisting
those who are involved in law-mak-
ing, constitutional planning, dis-
cussing the economy, involved in
shaping the future of South Africa,”
De Gruchy said. .
“There is a great deal of bargain-
ing and compromise at the moment
and although we cannot prevent the
outcome of those discussions, we
are in a position to raise questions
about those compromises. We can-
not lose sight of the fact that the
present is never adequate, that a

utopia calls us beyond present solu-

tions to something ecven greater,
“To lose sight of that utopian
solution is to give up on hope.”

Frank Chikene
South African Council of
Churches general secretary, Rev-
erend Frank Chikane, said South

Africans had emerged from a tradi-
tion of destruction and were sud-

" denly faced with a new tradition —

reconstructing society.

The debate on human rights had
taken the country back to the past
rather than into the future. People
were grappling with how to
entrench a Bill of Rights in the
future without dealing with the
skeletons of the, past.

“It is only when we have pro-
nounced on the past that we can
begin to move into the future,”
Chikane said. ]

Chikane said the guestion that
confronted theologians was whether

or not they could heal the wounds
of the past, how they will redress
injustices committed against their
people and how they will ensure
people reconciled with each ether.
“We can definitely not do this by
granting a general amnesty and hid-
ing the crimes of the past,” he said.
, “There is no way in which you
can equate the crimes of those
fighting against apartheid with the

u,, . crimes people ¢committed in defence

of a criminal systern.

“Theologians have to grapple
with these issues. How can we make
sure there is justice and still have
reconciliation and forgiveness? r5

“How can we get people to con-
fess their heinous crimes and par-
don them without punishing them?

Chikane said there was no way to
ensure people forgave and recon-
ciled unless they knew the truth.

Justice required that people be
brought to book, that evils were
known and people were punished.

Chikane said forgiveness was not
enough — reparation had to be
linked to it as well. .

“Who will pay for my torture? If
it is the state, whose money will
they use for it?” he asked.

“Qur tax money cannot be used
to pay for the sins of the people
who victimised us. This will mean
the victims will be paying for their
victimisation.”

Chikane said the ANC took a
step in the right direction when they

give a clear yes or no

revealed the findings of the com-
mission of inquiry into human
rights abuses in their camps.

“Now we have to punish the
ANC people who were responsible
and remove them from their posi-
tions,” he satd.

Chikane said human rights could
be at risk in the future South Africa
if people were not vigillant. He said
experience in Africa showed that
the very people who fought for lib-
eration could violate human tights.

“It is vital that the church ensures
there is respect for human rights as
a fundamental element of the Chris-
tian faith,” he said.

“The Church will be tested in
terms of how it takes a stand in the
future society.”

ANC constitutional expert Pro-
fessor Kader Asmal said theologians
had a responsibility to right past
wrongs and abuses.

“The church can explain to pco-
ple the basis of human rights and in
this way, protect all citizens, not
only the poor,” Asmal said.

“Hurnan nghts cannot be negoti-
ated and agreed to by the elite. A
fundamental issue to be examined
when drafting a Bill of Rights is that
it must state who it is for.

“People who are affected must be
involved in drawing up the Bill of
Rights.

“The structures and institutions
we negotiate must have a palpable
and direct effect on peoples’ lives.”

| e [
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By THEMBA KHUMALO

THE high level of vio-
lence has prompted
SACC head Rev Frank
Chikane to write open
letters to the country's po-
litical  leaders asking
them to hasten the con-
vening of a multi-party
conference which would
culminate in a constitu-
tion-making body.

Chikane, an outspoken
apartheid critic, appealed
to leaders, among them
State President FW de
Klerk, ANC leader Nei-
son Mandela and the
PAC's Clarence Mak-
wetu, to act boldly by con-
vening the much-awaited
conference as a possible
solution to end viglence,

He said: “The situation
in our hands at this junc-
ture is most disturbing,
The current wave of vio-
lence in Natal, with an
added potential of a civil

war, as well as the lack of
public vision regarding
the direction of negotia-
tions on a new constitu-
tion, combine to create a
scenario which calls for
urgent action by all the
Ieaders in the country,”

‘ Differed

He said while the poli-
ticians differed on com-
plicated details on the na-
ture of the promised post-
apartheid settlement, or-
dinary people who did not
fully understand these
complications were pay-
ing with their lives,

“We ask that you work
for the speedy convening
of a multi-party confer-
ence, which should con-
clude with the announce-
ment of a date for a con-
stitution-making body.

“The conference must
be held before the end of
December this year, and

hikane calls for
ygenl confe en

ufjz .
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e date for the election
should be fixed no later
than the end of 1993
Chikane said.

He said he believed the
announcement of an elec- |
tion date would mark a
significant watershed in
the negotiations process, |

He seid the SACC wag
extremely concerned with
the direction the situation
was taking,

Initlative

“The SACC will meet
on Tuesday and Wednes-
day to assess the situation
and consider what role
the church could play to
ensure that the pain in-
flicted on South Africans
was ended,” he said.

His initiative follows
that taken by the Angli-
can  head  Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, who met
KwaZulu Chief Minister
and Inkatha president

I comment and newsbills by K Sibiys, headlines and sub-editing by
go'l‘letlmu.rm of 2 Herb St, New Doonﬂ'nnm Johannesburg.

| Chief Mangosuthu Buthe
elezi on Thursday,
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. ence in Johannesburg yesterday that

, above party political-interests,

, ,halt this dreadful carnage and move

| 'OWI..I— Bid to halt mun@ﬂ-.-.-\v:uu

BUSINESS DAY, .-d:.:.abs November 12 1992 /

Orﬁowom plan smﬁos: ao
end_bloodshec

[

rallies to

.wrx:v .,.a.ﬂ«‘

D et Za) QRIS )
CHURCH leaders mu@uc___bnmn yes- = N IR _a\h.:._.wuz ﬁ" — v»umavms in laying :6 E.w < B
- ¢ for resolving &o_mncm at the noB—E? g

terday they would hold peace ral- -
lies around the country in an omum groups the opportunity ‘to stall elec- ", ks _tee’s full meeting, '
fort to end violence.

tions by fuelling violence.
SACC general secretary’ Rev’ The leaders also called for the es- um Bmmnnm came after the commit-
Frank Chikane told a news confer-

tablishment of a joint peace-keeping ? lee’s executive committee members"}
unit which would be E%H.mu%a of ~ were informed of talks between com- =
all political “power play”, ./ « mittee chairman John Hall and ANC !
Storey said n_Eunw leaders were. [Jeader Nelson Mandela, 'Inkatha
angered by SA Institute of Race Re- ;. ‘president Mangosuthu Buthelezl and
‘Tallies would be held in Natal on a . lations director John Kane-Berman’s ;,, President F W_de .,Eﬁw on an i E&:
date still to be set. +~_ , “painfal suggestions” that the a_Eunum vidual basis, v i ,,,aw.m
Various groups had called for - bore responsibility for the violence, Ay i , It is hoped m_o Em&um aE lead to ™~
peace railies in the past, he said, but - . méeting with Kane-Berman would _um..w...m meeting of the signatories to the '
, one had come to ?Ezan. ~held to discuss the allegations. ., ' . . national peace accord. This in turn |
The rallies would give people the  -Sapa reports church leaders ex-* could lead to bilateral talks between
opportunity to say ‘‘emoughi¥*~ pressed abhorrence at the way in .Mandela and Buthelezi,.a E—do.ﬂmw
which the Further Indemnity Act was_., meeting including De Klerk, or full ->
-through Parligment, ' . .., multiparty negotiations on violence., ° ¥
true reconcilation is to come na .. O A man was shot dead*at KwaMak-*
our land there must be an awareness hutha near Amanzimtoti on Natal's
of the specific attitudes and acts South Coast yesterday. The township

church leaders from various denomi- |
nations around the country had decid- "
ed this week that the first of the -

enough” and to call on politicians to
place the interests of the nation | _Em

Archbishop Wilfrid Napier said:
“The politicians are playing with peo-

“ The decision to ch the 2@4«8&0&#&

ugeuvgg ﬂhno._.:o o‘_ %ggzamgr _.i_..ns.z.__
” “Archhishop Wilfrid Napler announce church leadars’ plans to hold peace rallies around the'
country to end the violance. Picture; BRIAN HENDLER

which give rise to repentance, repa- is in the Umbumbulun district which
ration and forgivehess,” said Napier. ..was declared an unrest area last
“You cannot commit a crime and  week. But killings continue on an E.
forgive yourself.” - & S most dajly basis, Sapa reports. {
LLOYD COUTTS reports’the:~ In KwaZulu, police said gight uoo.
national peace committee meeting ple had been arrested, but subse-
scheduled for November 24 will not - quently released, last weekend in
be attended by the leaders of the NP, connection with the Folweni massa- -
ANC and Inkatha. Instead, perma--. cre of 22 people in Mpushini south of
nent delegates like the ANC’s Thabo * ' Durban last month, The men’ were
Mbeki, Inkatha’a Frank Mdlalose and  released because “they . were not
the NF’s S8am de Beer will probably physically involved in the killings".

ple's lives. We are called upon to bury
the dead and comfort the bereaved
too often. Something must be done to

on to peace.” 5

The meeiing also called for a mui--
tiparty conference by year-end, and
for an election date to be fixed by
end-1993.

Bishop Peter Storey said the policy
of not holding elections until violence
had been dealt with only gave certain

__omw:omm_ cas

t

FORMER " army intelligence operative _ y
Leon Flores illegally took money out of SA

while on a mission to spy on remegade the ANC’s military wing and the IRA.
wo__oaae_ Dirk Coetzee in London, a col»  Flores, a member of a wo__ae counter-
eagtie wgﬁﬂ.—-ﬂbw told the Inquest intn AN Inaurosnnsv wnti hanad ity v o
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"Bop clergy insist on m

SThrt 2610171

A church-state confrontation in
Bophuthatswana looms today
with clergymen determined to
go ahead with a march through
Mmabatho despite a warning
from the homeland government
that it would be illegal.

The march by elergymen
holding Bibles is meant to high-

Chief Lucas Mangope’s govern-
ment.

UN monitors and other inter-
fiational observers are expected
to keep an eye on develop-
ments.

A spokesman for the clergy-
men said yesterday that the
tilarch would start at noon and

aréhiﬁg% |

orandum to authofities, fol-
towed by.a church service.

A Bophuthatswana govern-
ment spokesman said yesterday
the march could not take place
because permission had not
been sought from the Mma-
batho City Courtil and the
homeland’s Ministry of Law and

light human rights violations by end with the handing of a mem=
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news in brief

SOUTH African Council of Churches gengral sec-
retary the Reverend Frank Chikane yesterday as- |
sured Wwhite South Africans they would rot be
victimised 't}jgge yajority in a new democratic 1’
constitution. &N{“QM, q L[l‘l/ o
.. Speaking in Durban‘at a brdakfastConference”,
drganised by Diakonia's Socio-political Deyelop-"
ment Programme, Chikane said: “We Will go.f0 .,
prison again, we will di¢ again if any peison ges §

victimised because of colour or for any reason that |
contradicts qur commitment to justice.” “¥i "

Churches would take the same stand they took in
the fight aghinst apartheid if victimisation by a
future government came to the fore.
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| Women
pray for
meeting

By MARTIN/ _ __,
NTSOELENGOE 7L
A HIGHLY emdtional
prayetr meeting heid at
the Standard Bank Arena
in Johannesburg heard
that Neison Mandela and
Mangosuthu Buthelezi
must meet to prevent the
country being turned into
a wasteland. (|
Speaker after speaker
at the open women’s pray-
er meeting stressed the
need for the two leaders
to meet, and said that was
the only way to stop the
carnage in Natal and the
]

Transvaal. /3/j21972 -

Many women broke
down and wept uncontrol-
lably when a leading
Soweto church woman,
Christinah Chitja, told
the huge gathering that
there must be a change of

heart between But YAl
and Mandela.

,.wm%mwm One of the ni¥n speak-
g ma S ers, P Makhene, said:
Yesterday we were wor-

ried about our leaders lan-

guishing in jail. But today
when we are supposed to
celebrate, violence has
become our daily tor-
ment. Many families have
been left homeless and
have no hope of ever re-
EMOTIONAL ... A women at the open prayer meeting which called on leaders to meet. H Pic: TLADI KHUELE building their houses.”
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NATIONAL ||

The Argus Correspondent
DURBAN. — Top churchmen and
thousands of church members at
a mass peace rally sent a clear
message to the country’s political
leaders — stop the political
point-scoring and get down to se-
rious peace-making.

The Rev Frank Chikane, ad-
dressing the ecumenical gather-
ing at Westridge Tennis Stadium
yesterday, made an impassioned
call on the political leaders to
honour commitments they had
made to help achieve peace and
also called on the government to
“do something drastic to stop the
violence”.

Dr Chikane, general secretary
of the South African Council of
Churches, urged the gathering to
“pray that God touches all our
leaders and gives them no peace
of mind until they have made
peace”.

The threat of rain probably
kept many people away from the
rally, but it was nevertheless

iﬁ.@ia
on witl

peac:

well attended.

Dr Chikane emphasised the im-
portance of peace rallies and
paid tribute to Natal church lead-
ers for their efforts to achieve
peace in the region.

“We have come together to say,
enough is enough. The savagery
and indiscriminate murder of our
people must stop.”

In Natal alone 6000 or more
people have died in the violence
since 1987,

There have been more deaths
in the country since negotiations
started than before they got un-
derway.

The way people were heing
slaughtered indicated a moral de-
cay in South African society.

Church leaders had met the
State President on four occasions
since 1990 on the issue of vio-
lence.

“We have talked to him about
the violence and the involvement
of the security forces in this vio-

et

OLl 8
lence. We &t(e’als ‘]\?/

proposed so-
lutions.

“But even during these discus-
sions and after them the violence
continued and increased.

“We need to say today that
those who are in government
have an ultimate responsibility
for our lives and something dras-
tic must be done to stop this vio-
lence.”

In the Codesa process and the
national peace accord process,
there was an agreement that
peace rallies would be called
around the country so that the
political leaders could tell the
people the violence must end. But
those rallies had not yet hap-
pened.

There had also been calls for
the signatories to the peace ac-
cord fo come together and re-
commit themselves to the peace
process. That meeting, too, had
not. taken place and there was no
hope of it happening this year.

-
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DURBAN. — Politicians should have no peace of
mind until there was real peace in South Afries,
the general secretary of the South African Coun.
¢il of Churches, the Rev Frank Chikane, said at a
peace rally here yesterday.

Addressing a multi-racial congregation of about
6000 at West Ridge stadium, Mr Chikane said
there was still security force involvement in the
violence which was racking the country, Those
direetly implicated had not been brought to jus-
tice, nor even suspended, he said.

Mr Chikane said President F W de Klerk had to
do something radical about the security forces.

Chikane in Mcall‘
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ANC: president - ‘Nelson;
Matidela'-appealed, t
.South* cA?mcan churche:

}Churc/hl S /have ;3.5,1‘ 1,‘. o

deal of energy into flght- '
ng endemic yiolence ‘in -

of .. South'Africa “so.that this

.polltlcal “violence in the'

country.

i In a speech delivered

"to the Free Ethiopian

‘Church of Southern Afri-
ca In’ Potchefstroom, |

Mandela satd the Church
'in South Africa could not
“‘afford a retreat:to the

‘coziness of the sanctuary
-~ tempting as' it may be’
— in these confusing and

‘SCourge’ can "bé ‘eradicat-

ed totally”.

4T am - ‘convinced ‘that
unless we as a-society
make full use of the po-

‘tential our ‘churthes

have, the democratisa-

‘tion of our society is
‘going to be slow and- dis-
torted 'in some in-

stanees,” he said. —
Sapa.
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BY the Most Reverend DESMOND
TUTU, left, Anglican Archbishop of
Cape Town, and 1984 Nobl Peace
Prize laureate
ANY of us think that Jesus
came into an ideal world.
Nothing could be further

from the truth,

The Holy Land was ruled by what
many Jews considered to be an oppres-
sive occupying force, aided and abet-
ted by conniving and unpatriotic col-
laborating Jews, and the despised and
hated tax collectors.

Rome’s surrogate rulers could be
cruel and vindictive, as when a Herod
thought nothing of dispatching several
infants and children just to perpetuate
his vassal rule. As a subject people the
Jews had to submit to a census, the
precursor of taxation.

They were a rigidly stratified and
divided society — a house deeply divid-
ed against itself,

There were many who were sick,
the lame, the blind, lepers and demon
possessed - hardly an ideal set-up.

It was into such a world that Jesus
came, born in a stable to parents who

Ifqect Wi rild

carried little clo ey could not
persuade the innkeeper to give them a
room even though Mary was about to
give birth.

This Jesus came as Emmanuel, God
with us, to declare that even in the
darkest, most uprepossessing situa-
tions, we are not alone. God is with us,
to comfort, to strengthen, to assure us
of His love and concern.

He is the God who does not give
good advice from a distance, but en-
ters our situation to redeem it, as he
entered the fiery furnace to save His
three faithful servants,

He is with those who face violence
and death in the townships; he is with
those who live in poverty and degrada-
tion in informal settlements or mi-
grant workers’ hostels. God is Em-
manuel, God with us, God with you.

He came to a new beginning for us
and so a new SA of love, peace,
Justice, reconciliation, of sharing and
compassion and caring will happen.

In this certainty Leah and I wish
the readers of City Press a joyous and
blessed Christmas and a prosperous
New Year for democracy and peace.

D L LU



IS grg/g;ger than ever

A special Christmas message for 0|ty
Press readers by Rev Dr Mmutian-
yane Stanley Mogoba, left, Presiding
Bishop of the Methodist Church of
Southern Africa and vice-chairman
of the National Peace Accord.

HILE 1992 was a year which
began with great hopes for
peace, we saw the violence

escalating.

Clearly we are stlll a long way off
from achieving that great ideal.

Sadly, the horrendously high fatali-
ty rate continues.

The SA Institute of Race Relations
said political deaths increased by 18
percent this year.

As we approach the celebration of
the birth of the Prince of Peace, our
need for peace is more than ever,

1 was appalled by the recent attacks
committed by Apla, the armed wing
of the PAC, on innocent people in the
eastern_ Cape, and by its so-called
declaration of war on white South
Africans.

The killing of any person, whatever
the colour of their skin, is an offence
to God. The leadership of the PAC

must pubhcly c-
tions. 2 g
At the same Tme, equally

strong condemnation of the call by the
CP for its supporters to report for duty
to counter Apla's terror campaign.
War talk only pushes us closer to the
brink of civil war.

Sadly, virtually all of our leaders
have at some stage or another been
guilty of public slanging maiches
against one another.

Such posturing is immature and
only obstructs the peace process,
South Africans of all races are tired of
the dilly-dallying of our leaders.

The idea of a Joint Peacekeeping
Unit (JPU) may be our best chance of
achieving peace. The root cause of

violence 1s fear and a deep insecurity.

No armed group, however strong,
can remove this fear and insecurity.

Members of the JPU should be
drawn from the all the armed groups
in SA.

Finally, iet us work hard to ensure
that Christmas becomes a season for
all seasons and that peace and joy can
break out for everyone throughout the

%
:

commg year. é
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A book just published
that takes a look at
the Rhema Church’s in-
volvement in socio-polit-
ical events of recent
times in South Africa,
could make a suitable
Christmas gift. 1t is ti-
tled “Faith that Fights
for a Nation”, and is
written by former jour-
nalist Ron Steele.

In the vanguard of
that initiative, of course,
has been the church’s
often controversial pas-
tor, the Rev Ray MaCau-
ley, and the book exam-
ines the role he and his
church are trying to play
,in the  changing South
Africa.

. Because of the ‘general
non-political stance of
the Pentecostal churches
in the past in this coun-
try, Rev McCauley’s
emergence into the
socio-political arena has
been accompanied by
lively debate.
_ There has been, for ex-
ample, McCauley’s run-
in with the ANC’s allies
in the "SA ‘Communist
Party, notably Joe Slovo.

church 1 ader to chal-
lenge Nelson Mandela

publicly to make his i~

stand on Christianity. '

There are chapters
dealing with McCauley’s
wrestle with himseli
whether a "pastor should
involve himself in poli-
ties,

Another traces his per-
sonal life, the path it
took from schoolboy to

body builder and club’

houncer,

But mainly it deals
with his involvement
with national leaders
such as FW de Klerk,
Mandela, Chief Mangos-
uthu Buthelezi and
others,

Experiences

It gives some intrigu-
ing insights into the 1990
National Church confer-
ence in Rustenburg, and
the subsequent so-called
‘Rustenburg; Commit-
tee” ifi its ‘méeting the
following year with Man-
dela, and the"ANC' lead-
er's recountmg of his ex-
periences on Robben Is-
land, particularly.his

.

close assoclatmn with a

DRC t§ in

o fmeﬁhsportswrlter
and*,repérter with a num-
ber of leading news-
papers, Steele is himself.

a member of Rhema. | :‘u,

‘Overseas reviews of
the book are gléwing.
The magazine, Redemp-

tion, says: "Here is 'his*

g

Tlus in turn led the',

L 55

Ray McCauley ...
stepped into the ring.

5548 WL -

tory in the making, Cou-*
rageous people risking.
all to restore dignity to a ;
nation that almost died

of shame .. .
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