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Minutes of Bureau Meeting, A-UCP(B)
25 August 1927 (Extract)’

MINUTES NO. 8. OF THE MEETING OF THE BUREAU OF THE A-UCP(B)
10 BUCL OF 2>8.4/.

Strictly confidential.

Typed three copies.
1 copy sent to ¢. Stalin
| - " — destroyed
Present: ¢.c. Stalin, Molotov, Piatnitsky, Kuusinen and Shatskin
Agenda: 1) About c¢. Varga's apparatus.
2) About the circulation of the Steno of the last plenum of the CC and
of the CCC of the A-UCP(B).

3) About the publication of speeches and papers of the first day of

the plenum.
4. Questions of individual comrades.

Heard Resolved
4. Questions of individual comrades. 1.
a) The suggestion of ¢. Shatskin to a) No objections.

allow c.c. Zusmanovich and
Bobryshev to go abroad illegally if
they do not get visas.”
'~'~L' ~~~~~~~~ Pt g P
Secretary of the Delegation of
A-UCP(B) to the ECCI:
Piatnitsky (Piatnitsky)
RGASPI, 508/1/55/1.
Original in Russian.
Typed.

I. This document has no direct connection with South Africa (A 7. Zusmanovich who later on
became head of the African Section at KUTV was not connected with Africa at the time of this
meeting) but shows how and at what level decisions of sending Comintern emissaries abroad
were taken. No similar documents on Comintern emissaries to South Africa were found in the
archives.

2. Most probably, the words ‘if they do not get visas’ are inserted into the text by Piatnitsky.
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Letter from S.P. Bunting to L. Gibarti, League Against Imperialism,
[October 1927

Abs:* Central Executive Office
4 Trades Hall
Johannesburg

The Secretary L. Gibarti
League against Imperialism and
for National Independence.

Dear Comrade,

In a communication from yourself to |.T. Gumede some weeks Ag20
touching on the work of the League against Imperialism, you draw attention to
the fact that John Beckett, M.P., Executive Member of the League Section in
Britain, was paying a visit to South Africa. You stated that Beckett would be
only too willing to do all in his power to assist in the development of the work
of the League during his sojourn here. Unfortunately expectations in this
respect have not been realised. Right from the moment of his landing in South
Africa, Beckett made it clear that his visit was solely concerned with certain
private personal business matters.

When he arrived in Capetown he was met by a number of comrades who
are interested in seeing the League progress and develop, but he could render
them no assistance whatsoever. In due course he came to Johannesburg, and
the Secretary and Chairman of our Party made it their business to at once get
into contact with him for the purpose of asking him to assist in taking steps to
bring about the formation of a committee that would devote itself to carrying
out the programme of the Brussels Congress. It was pointed out to him that if
he took the initiative in calling a meeting of sympathetic trade unionists and
other elements, then in all probability the setting up of a committee pledged to
carry on the work would result. Mr. Beckett could not see his way clear to do
SO.

He informed us that the tactics of the League has undergone considerable
change in some respects and that it was no longer thought advisable to Press
tor the affiliation of the native workers organisations, until such times as the
white trade unions had linked up to the League. He was of opinion that it was
Nno use attemptng to set up a committee composed of European and non-
European elements in this country as such effort was meantime out of the

. The date established on the basis of the contents of the document.
2. Abs. — Absender - ‘sender’ in German.
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question owing the local circumstances. In accordance with this view he.
theretore, took no action in the matter.

Again, too, although Beckett responded to an invitation of the EC of the SA
Trade Union Congress which invited him to address them, he failed to urge the
TUC? to devote more interest to the question of the League’s programme and
policy. At a meeting of Trade Union executives in Johannesburg a few days
later which he auended, the Brussels decisions were kept out of the pictures
altogether.

In general one might say that although Mr. Beckett's visit created a very
tavourable opportunity for arousing interest in the League's work, such
opportunity was wholly and entirely lost owing to his woeful apathy in the
matter. We draw your attention to this matter because we think it important
that you would be made aware of the great laxity which Mr. Beckett showed.
He never, so far as we were aware, even visited the native workers
organisations in order to get their opinions and now he has left for Europe
again without once having interested himself in raising the League’s policy to
the fore.

Yours fraternally
S.P. Bunting

RGASPI, 542/1/18/59-60.

Original in English.

Typed, copy.

Stamped: 2202 - 28 October 1927. (in German)
Inscription: Copy (typed).

3. British Trades Union Congress.
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Minutes of Meeting, Anglo-American Secretariat, ECCI,
1 December 1927 (Extract)

PROTOCOL NO. 24

- - - -

MEETING OF ANGLO-AMERICAN SECRETARIAT 1.12 27!

Present: — Comrades Katayama, Fineberg, Rathbone. Reinstein. Petrovsky,
Gallacher, Samoen, Wurm, Schmidt, Thomas, Demar. Kant. Omra, Emery,
Young, Fawkes, Mingulin, Hilt, Reesema and Laguma.

Question Decision

1. S. Afrnca 1. It was agreed:-

Com. Laguma gave a brief report’ on a) To instruct Com. Laguma to do
the situation in the S. African Party, and whatever  possible  to  carry
the following comrades participated in through the resolution on S.
the discussion: — Demar, Petrovsky, Africa in the Central Committee
Rathbone, Fineberg, Reesema and and the Party.

Young.

b) The S. African Party should pay
special attention to the fight inside
the I.C.U. 1) for the re-admission
of those members who were
expelled . and..  2) _.for. . ¢he
organisation of a left wing within
the union to fight for the
leadership of the union.

¢) The Party should concentrate on
work among the natives with a
view to its becoming a party of the
native workers of S. Africa.

D. Petrovskz

RGASPI, 495/72/27/197.
Original in English.
Typed.

1. The decision to listen to and discuss the report of J. La Guma was taken at the meeting of the
Bureau of the Anglo-American Secretariat on 29 November 1927, RGASPI, 495/72/27/147.
2. For text of the report see: RGASPI, 495/72/25/136—40.
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