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POOR matri eg' n? results by |

many pupils were a reflection of
years of apartheid education and
not just one year of study, the
assistant general secretary of the
South African Democratic Teach-
ers’ Union, Mr Mxolisi Nkosi, said
yesterday., |

He said that matriculation was |
the end of a long process — from
the formative years to secondary
education — which was why
apartheid still influenced pupils’
marks. R

Despite the successful integra-
tion of the education system, Mr |
- Nkosi said, there had been no real |
~ change in the conditions of many

pupils and teachers. Qvercrowd-

ing, lack of resources and the
threat of teacher retrenchments
- compounded a difficult situation.

He cited a lack of incentives for
teachers, who endured poor
salaries and conditions of service
and a lack of recognition of perfor- |
mance, as factors in,the high
turnover of staff. P
- Mr Nkosi called for,the educa-
tion budget to be “reprigritised” in |
- line with the Reconstruction and
Development Programme, Fund- |
ing for education should be equal |
for all provinces, he added.
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MATRIC pupil Thulile Qhagana,
17, of Luhlaza High School in
Khayelitsha, dreamt of one day
becoming a mechanical engineer
but he is one of 384 township
pupils whose matric examinations
appear to have gone horribly
wrong.

He and his friends arrived at
school on the day the results were
reieased to find they had failed
their best subjects and were
marked absent for others they
know they sat and wrote,

Top student

“I was hoping for a C on the
higher grade for physics but
instead | was given an H on the
standard grade — I don’t know
how this could have happened
because I was the top student in

my school,” he said. |
- The sudden drop in marks of
academically sound pupils or
receiving no marks at all has affect-
ed 10 high schools in Khayelitsha
and devastated pupils are desper-

ately trying to find out whether

they will have to go back to school
next year or whether they should
continue with plans to go to uni-
versity or a technikon,

Yesterday the Khayelitsha Edu-

cation Forum, a community group
of teachers and parents, said there
were alarming irregularities and
discrepancies in the 1995 results.

The 384 students affected did

Khayelitsha

, ANger
over matric results

C 52)

not have marks for Xhosa — theit
first language and a compulsory
subject. There was an abnormally
high failure rate in history and
physics even among traditionally
strong candidates. ‘

At Masiyile High 112 students
had results that were pending but
they were told they had failed the
year.

A number of students who sat
and wrote exams were recorded as
absent for some subjects and their
overall results had been negatively
affected.

Education forum spokesman
Mr Sharif Pandor said that despite
the anxiety the Western Cape Edu-
cation Department appeared to be
in no hury to rectify the situation
Or to reassure students and their
parents.

The forum was assuring pupils |
they were not alone in their
predicament and was trying to get
the department to act quickly on
the matter. |

- He accused Western Cape Edu- .
cation Minister Mrs Martha Olck-
ers of being elusive, inefficient and
Incompeterit.

To rectify the situation he .
called for examiners to submit
repoits in the affected subjects and
for the department to assist in
finding a solution.

Last night a spokesman for the
Western Cape Ministry of Educa-
tion said the department was
aware of the problem and would
look into the matter with a view to
commenting on the situation
today.
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.| ~ALMOST two dozen new schools would
| have to be provided immediately if the
{ . Gauteng education department was to
| accommodate the 23 000 pupils who
failed matric in the province last year,
provincial education MEC Mary Met-

calfe said yesterday. -

‘This was just one of the problems
| the departmentfaced as the new school
I year got underway today, she said.

{ " The department had indicated that

pupils' readmission would be deter-
mined by whether the schools to which
they applied could accommodate them.
ear's Std 9s would be accommo-

Last: .
| da_t'_ég first . and if space remained,
be ad-

pupils rewriting matric would
mitted. If no space could be found in

1 schools, other possibilities such as
§  rewriting in adult education centres

should be explored, Metcalfe said.
" .The department would establish a

task force immediately to consider how

day. Several

adopted to
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t0.accommodate the many young peo-
ple iinable to find space in ac ools,
It was expecting

gﬁpﬂa to begin their achool careers to-

allev_'iata overcrowding,

JThey included:
| ). Establishing
Wwhere tempora

180 000 grade one

initiatives had been

container _Echnula
ry accommodation was

‘Continued on Page 2
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needed while new sch.
' ools were bui
Igl:}aig:txggge 1% pll;fe for such schnnl:ﬂ 1::1
, Bekkersdal
Eﬂ?}ﬁl;ﬂihﬂrstspth' 1 KwaThema
3 ng 45 new buildin; I'0j
Eg tender by the end of t,ghlg niit:t?hmiﬁ
b E_}I dairneaﬂ of greatest need. The new
| mlﬂm &3 represented a “massive com-
1996;Eﬂt from the department’s
97 budget and exceeded Gaut-
zlb:nlg;s ::{: gh'?re g{ the R1bn made avail-
a
Eu%dingba cﬁﬁg; level for the school
ansforming underutilised pri
OI'}’" schools into junior secundarl?ilg;l n
rlando West, Jabavu and Dube: o

O Increasing the number of schools

chugjsing to become dual or parallel-
g}e um schools, as had happened in
; estonaria, Carletonville and Rand-
Et;ﬁtmln, where 13 formerly Afrikaans
3;} 8 would begin the year as dual-
geE 111.111:1 nstitutions; and
suring schools allocated to
iovement departments becauseuttiill:;
}euJ;e no lunge;' needed by the former
white education depsrt-ient wer
aga]:lln u:ftd forelcanioaal use :
LUepartment head James
EH.IC! action was being mnﬁng*gg
Ggamau tesﬁgalﬁllﬁ clfﬂ private schools in
Leny were con )

Egﬁglrrelgla_l edu%al:iun mmaﬁg&n?n%
in a blitz on “fly-by-night”

schools late last o & mght

_ year. Acti

then:! could include withdra;:.l zﬁlhlé?t
subsidies or registrations, he said )
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Many matric pupils still awaiting t!
an their future (5

results are unable to p

By n_.m_m._@ _w_ﬁ.._w: and Khathu Mamaila

R e e TP R S T L i LB L

UTSTANDING matric results in some parts
of the country have caused great anxiety
among thousands of pupils whose

careers have been put on hold until they
know if they have passed or not..

Pupils throughout Mpumalanga, Gauteng and
Northern Province are still sitting at home await-
ing their results. :

The provinces would yes-
terday not give the number of
pupils affected by the delays,
but sources said the figure 1n
Gauteng was very high and the
province’s education depart-
ment was not revealing it
because of “embarrassment”.

According to ~complaints
reccived by Sowetan this week,
most pupils still do not have their
Tsonga, Sotho, English, Afrikaans
or geography results.

In Mpumalanga alone, 40
schools have not received their
results, A total of 340 resuits are
still outstanding in 11 subjects
which include physical science, Enghlish,
Afrikaans, geography, oral marks and commercial
maths.

Meanwhile, applications for admission to
many universities and technikons in these regions
close next week. .

The Gauteng education department said yes-~
terday results at some schools in Atteridgeville,
West Rand and Benoni were still outstanding
because the schools :mﬁ._ sent in Sm:, oral marks
late.

Spokesperson for the department Mr Prem

ﬁ o=_< one

Gauteng Education
Department spokesman Mr
Prem Govender
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Govender said: “Only one percent of results with
one or two subjects are outstanding in Gauteng.”

" He refused to commit himself to when ail
revised statements of symbols would be
released. He said the department had appointed a
team to attend to pupils’ calls and was giving
results on the telephone. Pupils, who had called
at the office about their outstanding results this
week, should expect their revised statement of
symbols by next week.

Seventy pupils from Seetakitso High School

in Kagiso on the West Rand
said yesterday they wanted
their results today so that
they could decide whether
to rewrite or go ahead with
their careers.
- Mpumalanga education
department chief director Mr
CM Mashaba said yesterday
the outstanding results would
be available today and would
-+t sent to schools through the
jistrict and circuit offices.

Meanwhile, about 6 000
supils who did not get all
heir results in Northern
Province in December will
know by today how ihey have performed in the
examinations.

The results were due to be sent to their differ-
ent regions throughout the province yesterday, an
official attached to the examination section said.
The delay in results was caused by several fac-

“tors, including the outstanding oral marks and

other answer sheets which had not been taken to
the correct marking centres.

However, the final results will change the fail-
ure rate slightly as the province has recorded a
failure rate of 61 percent.
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Truth body starts
wa ulu m I‘?

dh Hartlav

CAPE TOWN The truth com-
mission’s reparations committee
will begin its work on the KwaZu-
lu-N atal south coast where 19 peo-
ple were massacred in nhtmal
violence on Christmas Day.

Hlengiwe Mkhize of the truth
commission staff said yesterday
the committee would meet organ-
isations in Port Shepstone early
next month to begin its work.

A mass attack by more than
600 armed men left 19 people dead
in Shobashobane near Port Shep-
stone late last year, in an area
that has been plagued by political
violence for years.

Police commissioner George
Fivaz announced earlier this week
that there was clear evidence that
some police officers were involved
in the incident.

Mkhize said this first consuita-
tive meeting with community
organisations on February 7
would be followed by others in oth-
er regions of the country.

The purpose of the meeting
would be to draw on the experi-
ences of various community or-
ganigations in drawing up recom-
mendations on a policy for repa-
ration and a strategy for
rehabilitation, Mkhize said.

“The function of the reparation
and rehabilitation cummlttee is to
make recommendations to the
President on both urgent interim
relief and long-term reparation for
the victims of gross human rights
violations.”

VAT on gar
planraisest

Tim Cohen

CAPE TOWN -— The Katz commis-
sion’s recommendation that gambling
be subject to VAT was met by a chorus
of disapproval from provincial govern-
ment representatives yesterday.

The representatives claimed that a
potential investment of R20bn would
not take place if the proposal was
implemented.

Af a hearing on the commission’s re-
port before the parliamentary finance
committee, Scoti Scherer, a represen-
tative of Las Vegas-based company In-
ternationai Game Technology, said
should the proposed taxes be applied, a
host of very successful casinos around
the world would run at a loss.

Scherer said it was expected that 34
casinos would be created if the pro-
posed legisiation was implemented,
which wnuld create 40 000- 60 060 ans
If a 15% gambling tax was imposed on
top of VAT th:smvestment would sim-
ply not take lace, and many illegal
casinos wnulf continue to the detri-
ment of the fiscus.

Sun International MD Peter Bacon
said his company’s calculations
demonstrated the same results. VAT
was normally applied to casinos’ net
win and not to their profit, which
meant that direct expenditure, over-
heads and capital charges were nut
taken into account.

Sapa reports Bud Russell, furmer
CEO uf US-based International Game
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Classification dispute as matrl pass

ingrid Salgado
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THE pass rate for black matric pupils
last year fell 10,5% to 43,4%, accnr ing
to figures ubhshed by the SA Insti-
tute nf Race Relatluus in its journal
Fast Facts yesterday.

The figure compared with a pass
rate of 55,25% for matric candidates of
all races.

The institute said that Education

. ":.I
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government had been able to arrest
the trend of decline in education” was
contradicted by a deterioration in
black pupils’ results.

The institute said Bengu was un-
willing to publish resuits broken down
by race. However, the Ceniral Statis-
tical Service believes classification
should be reint~iced to track the
demise -t g L.
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[/3ABU Sithole, of the form elat
matricin’1995 — and in 1994, 1993, 1992, 1991, 1990, 1989
| ;and- 1988 Sithole (not his real name) has failed eight times.

The education-system failed him. =~ -~ -
“ % His#teachers were not able to teach him effectively when
:-thére.were about 150 pupils in his class. The classroom was

“d cléaring-in-the bush-and every time it rained he had to run
.for cover and lessons stopped. - |

| different for the 78 000

“passed science-orient-
! ‘ed subjects but did not
§ gain an exemption.” -

| “operation catch-up”
| will reverse the cycle

. l._l.].-.-;.'l'

- -

s, . InzNorthern Province, 78:000 ',:fﬁatri'c pupils.'-.f_aila& last

S ?Eﬁr;faﬁﬁpt-a quarter of the country’s total matric candidates.

‘Three tried the exam unsuccessfully for the eighth time, sev-
enteen for the seventh time and many more repeated year

- after year.

But this year will be

matric. candidates who o
failed in Northern oo
Province. | L :
Education MEC Dr {550 oGty
Aaron Motsoaledi has . jiiia: il
planned finishing
schools for repeat
pupils and bridging
courses for those who

.....
..........
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‘Northern Province MEC. for
education Dr Aaron

He hopes

| of deteriorating results. Motsoaledi,
In 1995 only 38 per-
cent of the 122 000
candidates passed matric - |
and only seven percent ‘ o o
achieved exemptions. it is important to
schools with a failure |
rate of over 70 percent careers that the
| and see what is happen- eCcOROMY needs ,
! ing there. Some schocls

have a 100 percent fail-

| ure rate.” he said.

Northern Province
was officially declared
an “education disaster area” two weeks ago after Deputy
President Thabo Mbeki visited schools in the province.
“We need emergency measures and funds to be released
soon. We can’t wait till April to support the finishing
schools,” said education spokesman Mr Laduma Thembe.

| “Their aim is to create a different environment with

different conditions for matric candidates. We have prob-
lems.with logistics but we are determined to do it.”
Unisuccessful matrics must register at their old schools
and will be referred to the nearest finishing school when it is
“established. = |

3

. given at teachers’ colleges which wil]

| province. From 1996 only students

I
Many buildings commandeered

Former parlamentary buildin
i . gs of the three former home.-
lands in Northern Province, church halls, tribal nfEZesuglnil

other available buildings will be used for classes. The

province has identified 183 centres which it can commandeer

More difficult will be finding about 2
teachers to coach the students, “ j

lecturers from teachers’ colleges,” Motsoaledi said

The depgrtment will give schools which |
| results additional resources ag pupils flock to
: schnnls‘ that get positive results,

t If’upuls who passed subjects like science, mathematics
uifg rr;inﬁr ‘&nd c::;mmerce will have the opportunity t::;
elr '
oPg! resuits to prepare them for tertiary educa-

The running costs will be fin
anced by Reconstructi
Development Programme funds, Bridging courses 13&1;1 ag:

not be admitting first
plnyed teachers in the
with matiic exemptions

get good
many rural

years as there are about 12 000 unem

will be admitted for teacher training,
Shortage of science teachers

There is a shortage of sci

: ence, maths and technol
teac}]ers but qualified teachers can only be emplnyedua?tge{
April because of budgetary constraints.

for their new responsibilities.

“It 1s important to help students

i pursue career
economy needs,” said Thembe, $ that the
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An investigation into the weaknesses

of current examination system

Vc0uld's_uggest radical changes
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ast year’s matric pass rate
qur African candidates was

10% lower than the previ-
ous year, contradicting Education
Minister Sibusiso Bengu's claim
that the decline in education had
been arrested, the South African
Institute of Race Relations

(SAIRR) said this week.

The statistics, released for the -

first time in the SAIRR’s February

newsletter, show that only 43,3%

of African pupils passed, mea-

sured against a 1994 pass rate of
48,5%. -
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This was three times the dro
of the national pass rate, whicE
decreased from 58% in 1994 to
55,25% last year. The national pass
rate was buoyed by good results
in the Indian, white and coloured
schools, the SAIRR said. -

Reacting to the SAIRR’s claims,
the Education Ministry yesterday
promised far-reaching changes to
the examination system.

When the results’ were re-
leased late last year, Bengu said
analysis suggested “we have been
~ able to arrest the trend of decline
in education”.

He warmmned that sustained sta-
bility was needed for three to four
years before the changes could be
felf.

A breakdown of the results ac-
cording to race was not releaséd,
in line with a policy decision to

move away from the racial divi-
sions that characterised the publi-

‘cation of matric results in the past.

While the SAIRR could pro-
vide no figures for the former
white, coloured and Indian re-
sults, they must have performed
as well as, or even better, than in
1994 to make up the national
average of 55,25%.

The 1994 pass rate for white
pupils was 97%, 88% for the for-
mer coloured category, and Indian
pupils 93%, the SAIRR said.

Education Ministry spokes-
man Lincoln Maliwould not con-
firm the statistics but revealed that
a comprehensive investigation
had been established last month
to analyse the matric results in
order to probe the weaknesses of
the existing examination system.

He said the committee was
being co-ordinated by the Com-
mittee of Heads of Education De-
partments in conjunction with the
provinges.

~'The investigation would cul-

minate in a workshop where plans
to adjust the education and exami-

‘nation system would be formulat-

ed on the basis of the findings.

“If they tell us the situation

in the Northern Province is un-
acceptable, we will pump more
money into the province, or if
there is evidence that we need to
open up schools, we will do that. I
do not want to pre-empt the find-
ings, but if the report suggests it,
we will obviously make major
changes,” Mali said.

Centre for Education Policy

- Development director Ahmed Es-

sop declined comment on the re-
sults,but said it would be “false to
expect improvements to be effect-

- ed overnight”,




The Argus Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG. - Far-reaching
changes to the examination system
might he in the pipeline following last
year’s abysmal matric results which
showed that only 43,4 percent of black
pupils ‘passed - a drop of about five
percent on the 1994 pass rate.,

This was three times the drop of
the national pass rate which decreased
from 58 percent in 1994 to 55,25 percent
| last year
i| At the time, Education Minister Sibu-
siso Bengu also said analysis of the
results pointed “to the fact that we
have been able to arrest the trend of
decline in education”.

He warned sustained stability was
needed for three to four years before
the changes could be felt.

A breakdown of the results by race
was not released in line with a decision
to move away from the racial divisions
which characterised the publication of
matric results in the past.

But in its February newsletter, the
South African Institute of Race Rela-
tions (SAIRR) disclosed the pass rate
for black matric eandidates had been
43.4 percent, down from 48,5 percent in
1994,

Although the institute could not pro-
vide figures for the former white,
coloured and Indian results, they must
have: performed as well as, or even

better, than in 1994 to- make up the

national average of 55,25 percent.
The 1994 pass rate for pupils of the

former House of Assembly (white) was
07 percent, pupils in the ex-House of
Representatives (coloured) 88 percent

and pupils in the ex-House of Dele-

gates (Indian) 93 percent, according
to the SAIRR.

Education Ministry spokesman Lin-
coln Mali would pot confirm the sta-
tistics.

But he did reveal that a compre-
hensive investigation had been starte-
ablished to analyse the matric results
and to probe the weaknesses of the
examination system.

Mr Mali said the committee had
been established this month fo “exam-
ine the entire examination process”.

He sald the committee was belng
co-ordinated by the Committee of
Heads of Education Departments in
conjunction with the provinces.

The probe would culminate in a
workshop where plans to adjust the
education and examination system
would be made based on the findings.

“If they tell us the situation in the
Northern Province is unacceptable,
we will pump more money into the
province or if there is evidence that we
need to (concentrate on) opening up
schools, we will do that. I do not want
to pre-empt the findings, but if the
report suggests it, we will obviously
make major changes,” he said. .

Gauteng Education Minister Mary
Metcalfe was unavailable for comment.

Centre for Education Policy Devel-
opment director Ahmed Essop said
although he could not comment on the
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campalgn to teach matnc via satel-
~ lite television was launched at cen-
. tres throughout the country yester-
day.

The programme, called Power
Matric, is being funded by the San-
Jam insurance company as part of
its social responsibility pro-
gramme.

In the Western Cape, 31 leam-
ing centres have been set up in
urban and rural areas to ensure
accessibility.

Sanlam managirig director
Desmond Smith said adults with-

-out a matric qualification were
struggling to make a living and
could not afford the high cost of
conventional tuition.

“Census figures show that over
three-quarters of the South African
adult population does not have a
matric qualification,” said Smith.

- The Power Matric pmgx;amme

- was an.attempt tosolve ___Ee prob-

Iem by hamessmg techno 8.
e B ="‘:~u; f.f‘*’”’
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~ Gauteng student bodies and Edu-
cation MEC Mary Metcalfe have
committed themselves to a code
of conduct for high school pupils.
The code, which provides dis-
dplinary action for all misconduct
and aims to reinstate a culture of

~terday.
It was drawn up with Metcalfe

‘bodies represenited in Gauteng's
schools — the Congress of South
African Students, the Pan African
Students’ Organisation, the Azan-
ian Students’ Movement and the
South African Students of State

Aided Schools. |

They agreed that the code
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learning in the province’s 900 sec-
ondary schools, was released yes-

at the request of the four student

d by and bind-

Pupils and Metcalfe agree on co

ing on all students, and would
provide solutions to transgres-
sions, including guns in the class-
room, sexual harassment and
other “dominant hard-core atti-
tudes currently destroying educa-
tion opportunities”.

Sﬁmm the state had a responsi-
bility to transform education and

" address the crisis in many schools

which were “barely functioning”,
Metcalfe stressed that their efforts
had to be complemented by an
adceptance of Tesponsibility by

‘students, teachers and parens.
Aside from facilitating learn-
ing and self-discipline, the code

aims to clarify the roles and re-
sponsibilities of various stake-

 holders in the education process.

It also provides a range of formal
disciplinary measures and mech-
anisms for students, parents and

NEGE&. be accepte

educators to air grievances.
Extensive attention is given to
the general conduct of students,
including criminal offences, van-
dalism and arriving late for class.
Students’ responsibilities, as
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well as what they can expect from
parents, guardians and educators,
are clearly defined. The code em-
phasises mutual co-operation and
understanding,

de of oosmaow

for

_unmmﬁwmmnmﬂﬂﬂmm and. correc-

tive measures range from afford-
able fines and comununity service
to suspension and expulsion.

The code will be debated for
the last time at a provincial work-
shop attended by Metcalfe, stu-
dents, parents, teachers, and civic
and political groups at the Johan-
nesburg College of Education on
March 24. A final draft will then
be distributed to students inevery
school to debate, adjust and

- adopt.

Metcalfe and students rejected
suggestions that the initiative was
ambitious and that the code
would be discarded, just as previ-
ous rutles of conduct had been.

“Previous codes have been
created by single student groups
and were undermined by other
groups. This document will be-

0

. ¥ - '
Lo
. g .
Joghte
TRk

long to all students, especiaily be-
cause it is not to be enforced rigid-
ly, but is to be adjusted and rati-
fied by every individual in all
schools,” said Congress of South
African Students provincial leader
Sakhile Sibambo. _
Metcalfe said: “This is more
than a set of illogical, enforced
rules; it is a code all students wi
debate and commit and therefore
bind themselves to. Self-discipline |.
is the crux and it is the only form
of discipline that lasts. It is an ex-
citing process.” |
Describing the process as one
of the crucial steps in the process
of achieving a comprehensive
transformation in education, she
admitted that while it would not
solve everything at once, it wotild
begin to solicit constructive re-

puteinenll

sponses from all involved.
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THE national RDP office has injected .

R24m into a scheme to help an esti-
mated 6 000 youths in Gauteng who
failed their matric under the ulﬁ edu-
cation system, or who had been unwill-
ing or unable to attempt the examina-
tion, get asecond chance.

Theéfi‘uj&ct applies to pupils who
failed thé examination between 1985
and last year, who passed a first lan-
guage other than English.

Announcing the pilot project, spon-
sored jointly by the Gauteng education
and training department and the RDP,
at the recently established Gauteng
Youth College yesterday, provincial
education MEC Mary Metcalfe said the
programme would be a bridge for those
the previous education system failed.

The programme would aim also at:
bridging the gap between education
and training by the previous education
departments, and change the focus
from unemployment to self-employ-
ment, Metcalfe said. |

College director Piet Manota said
there were 130 000 pupils in the Gaut-
eng region who complied with require-
ments for registration. The immediate
aim was to attract youths from this
group who were willing to complete

P to help past
failures in matric

ed 8[2lql

52 )
their education. Registration will close
at the end of the month.

The programme’s curriculum was
developed by Alternative Secondary
Curriculum for Adults, SA Committee
for Higher Education and the Science
and Technology Education Project.

For the two-year duration of the
programme, all students would take
foundation courses in mathematics
and English in the first year, while in
the final year there would be a choice
between maths, integrated social stud-
les, combined science or contextual
business studies or fechnical college
subjects such as travel and tourism,
hospitality and catering, educare, elec-
tronics, electrical engineering or metal
engineering. .

The programme would include life
skills and workplace orientation.

Manota said although 96% of the
costs would be sponsored by the RDP,
students would be required to pay R90
a subject and were liable for examina-
tion fees charged by subject. S

Tuition would be given at four satel-
lite stations in Crown Mines, Vander-
bijlpark, Alberton and Pretoria. Stu-
dents would receive certificates which
would allow them entry to a university
or technikon if their points rating met
the necessary criteria, Manota said.




~Second chance
for 130 000 ©
who failed
. Ahrafafi
matric exams

Less than 5% of school leavers find

employment, but this work-oriented

coq'urse should make the search easijer
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--------------------------------------------------------------

auteng’s 130 000 students

E Gwhn failed matric in the

past eight years have been

given a second chance to com-

plete their education and acquire
the skills with which to find jobs.

Education MEC Mary Met-

calfe said at yesterday’s launch of

the Gauteng Youth College in -

Crown Mines, Johannesburg, that
the college was a pioneer project
to be incorporated into the nation-
al education system if successful.

The project isa joint initiative
between Metcalfe’s department
and the Reconstruction and De-
velopment Programme.

The 6 000 students who will be
admitted to the college this year
will be the first to sit for courses
which combine technical and aca-
demic subjects in programmes
using distance education; as well
asa face—tﬂ-facg tfutorial 5'}(&'-'&1‘111
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Said the college director Piet
Manota: “Less than 5% of school
leavers find employment. That is
most disturbing, Once candidates
finish this two-year, work-orient-
ed course they will have the
means to enter the job market or

- further their studies,

“They will generally be self-
confident and better prepared for
life after school.”

Educationists who designed

+the curricula are confident that

80% of this year’s intake will be
seli-employable in two years.

Successful applicants must
have failed matric between-1988
and 1995 and passed a fiist lan-

-guage other than Englishy: .

Each subject will costR90 and
students are liable~for examina-
tion fees.

Registration for study at the
college this year closes on March

29, Applicants can contact the col-
legeat(Q11) 4945820,

—
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EDUCATION DRIVE ... Director Piet Manota {third
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from ieft) at the launch of the

Gauteng Youth College’s registration ceremony this week. M Pic: TLADI KHUELE |
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By ANDILE NOGANTA %

| SCHOOL-LEAVERS shouldn’t despair! -

That was the message from Piet Manota, the direc-
tor of the newly-established Gauteng Youth College
when the coliege launched its registration drive this
week. | ! - =

The Gauteng Youth College, a pilot project of the
Gauteng Department of Education and the RDP - is
seen as a saviour for the thousands of former students
who fatled matric between 1988 and 19935 — and have
been unable to sit for matric a second time.

Manota said that the college aims at “competency-
based outcomes which allow students to take up formal
or self-employment”.

® @ '
ric again!
The college has%!u i lﬁm which combines the

Alternative Secondary Education for Adults - devel- !
oped by the South Africa Committee for Higher Edu-
cation (SACHED) — and a range of technical courses |
developed by ORT-STEP (Science and Technology
Education Project).

The technical subjects offered by the college include l
travel and tourism, hospitality and catering, electro-
nics, etectrical engineering and metal engineering.

Praising the special nature of the college, Gauteng
MEC for Education Mary Metcalfe said the college
would serve as a bridge between employment and non-
employment and aims to attract 6 000 students a year.

Although 96 percent of the costs are sponsored by
the RDP, students will be required 10 pay R90 per
subject.




m atrlcu1 atl O n “This will allow for greater
mobility of students within higher

education as well as broadening
the pool of students eligible to

| enter higher education,” the doc-

exemption =
' [n its place will be ”apprﬂprl-
| ate selection criteria and mecha-

nisms” which have not been
i __-————ln-—-—'"""'-—.-_
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“Commission wants to make higher

\eammg accessmb\e to all South Africans

N E/CI’WHQ/LFME

Education Reporter

top-level education com-
Amlssmn has proposed the

scrapping of matriculation
exemption as a requirement for
admission to university in a bid to
make higher learning accessible to
all South Africans.
" But the securing of a place at
an institution will depend on
additional requirements — such as
selection tests which measure the
candidate’s educational history
and potential to benefit from
higher education.

If the proposal to scrap the ex-
emption is accepted, it will bring
to an end a practice which has en-
dured since the establishment of
the Joint Matriculation Board in
1917. At the fime, the exemption
benchmark was set by universi-
ties to standardise entrance’ re-
quirements following confusion
between the different provinces
after the Boer War.

The latest proposals on uni-
form statutory minimum require-
ments for entry into higher éduca-
tion was part of a discussion
document released by the Nation-
al Commission on Higher Educa-
tion yesterday.

The proposals follow a 15-
month investigation by the com-
mission into the transformation of
higher education. The proposals
will be subjected to public scruti-
ny before a redrafted document is
presented to Education Muuster
Sibusiso Bengu.

- The commission said in its pro-
posals minimum entry require-

ments were needed to r:n-nrdmate
the hi gher education sector.

"R

finansea.

But the document stressed
that, while passing matric made a
pupil eligible for entry to a ter-
hary institution, it did not auto-
matically guarantee a place.

“The commission also believes
that the minimum statutory re-
quirements cannot be implement-
ed until there are acceptable selec-
tion criteria and mechanisms in
place. In the meantime, current
policy would have to be re-
tained,” the commission said.

I a secand recommendation,
the commission proposed that a

new funding formula be adopted

to determine subsidies to insti-
tutions.

It said the new funding ap-
proach should reflect the in-
creased participation in the sector,
increased responsiveness to social
and economic demands and more
co-operative governance.

The commission proposed the
funding mechanism which should
be adopted be a combination of
formula funding (based on the
number of students enrolled in a
particular field and the kinds of
subjects offered at an institution)
and earmarked funding (the
targeting of funds for high
priority fields like science and
engineering).

Other recommendations were
that:

B Institutional and national edu-
cation planning be done on the |
basis of three-year rolling plans.

B Education, nursing and. agri-
cultural colleges be incorporated
into existing universities and
technikons. |

B A single qualiﬁcatinn frame-
work be develope s

B New researcE fundmg and co-
ordination mechanisms.

B Ahigher education council and
forum be established

M A new higher education act be
put in place.

...........
mmmmmm

> Profs lock horns

.....................................................
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Tnnovative steps to

aper leaks

24{slal

Measures to ensure security include printing

and packaging by the department itselt

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

=y auteng education authorities
| have outlined innovative
steps to be taken this year o

' prevent a repeat of last year’s leaking
of matric examination papers.

And the new steps will also in-_ °

clude the early releasing of matric re-
sults — some time before Christmas —
provincial education authorities have
revealed. |
~ Gauteng Education and Culture
MEC Mary Metcalfe and Gauteng ed-
ucation superinten-
dent-general James
‘Maseko . said last &

self; and papers being delivered only
on the morning of the examination.

He said markers were only being
appointed if they were high school
teachers.

Preference would be given 10
teachers who taught the subject they
were appointed to mark.

Markers and examiners were also
required to take an oath to ensure the .
integrity of the examinations, Maseko
said. _

He said new mechanisms, includ-
ing the bar-coding of examination
scripts, the staggering of marking and

week provincial au- |
thorities had been &

-working hard to en- §
sure this year's mas
tric examinations would be the begin-
' ning of an “error-free era”.

[Last year, several Department of
Edtication and Training exarinations

had to be postponed and a police in- -

vestigation instituted after it was dis-

“covered that the accﬂunﬁn%.ma&le-
matics and biology papers had been

leaked. .

| Despite assurances that arrests
- were imminent, no one has beeri ar-
rested in connection with the leaks.

- Last week Maseko said several in-
novations had been implemented to
ensure 1996 would not see a repeat of

1995's leaking of papers.
These inclu led the vacuum-seal-

ing of papers; the printing and pack-
aging of papers by the department it-

o . e use of three exami-

- Teams wuilll  nations centres, were

— — being implemented to
monitor the spedupmardking

' Special teams were

being -appointed to

monitor the Process,

he added.
Tt will be crucial for us to meet
our deadlines so we ¢an release the
results before Christmas as we have
targeted,” Maseko said.
This year marks the first time that

provinces will set and supervise one

common examination for all of their

‘matriculants.

Maseko said the process of trans-
formation would take a long tiume.
“Tt will be years before we can say

we are confident that the standard of

education has improved.
“For that we need to improve the

~ quality of teaching and learning, but

we also need to look at an outcome-

based approach to education”

Maseko said.
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school’ reaps rewards

This college doesn’t teach spoilt young Iadfés how 1o ski,

but gives older pupils a second chance to get their matric

By Susan MILLER @
or most people the words
“finishing, scEnul" conjures
up a picture of spoilt young

women learning social skills and

skiing in the Swiss Alps. For stu-
dents at the Dlambulo Finishing

School in Soweto it means a last

chance to get a really good matric

pass.

The school, created through
the efforts of the Gauteng Educa-
tion Department at the beginning
of this year, has taken in 450
yﬂunélpenple from 18 years up to
give them another chance.

Its efforts go a little way to-
wards alleviating the effects of in-
ferior education on a number of
young black South Africans.

Now these young adults have
taken a conscious decision to
fight back.

What has struck headmaster
Eric Dhlamini is the determina-
tion each student has not only to
pass, but get enough marks to get
into universities or technikoris.

“Young people came from all
over Soweto at the beginning of
the year, but with the facilities we
have available, we could only
take 450 students,” he satd.

Dhlamini said what was en-
couraging was that the teaching
staff had also accepted the chal-
lenges with enthusiasm.

“They will stay behind to give
students exira coaching. Because
we are dealing with young
adults, we want to start looking at
teaching additional skills they

can use later on, in studying and

2/2 /74

Taking another chance ... K Z Thobejane teaches some of his ex-
tremely keen young adult students, helped by educational
videos and access to television programmes.

in life,” he said.

An enthusiastic group of stu-
dents gathered to explain their
determination to increase their
skills when The Star visited the
school.

“I passed matric last year but
did not get good enough marks
to get to Wits, where I want to
study Speech and Drama, so I
came back and think I am really
doing well,” said Portia Mapela
(20). |

The students emphasised that
they were encouraged by the fact
that some of their colleagues
were over 25 years old.

“It makes you realise that
learning can carry on from any
age and you don't have to give
up just because you are older,”

said one student.

They said some of the reasons
they had either failed or had not
earned good passes before In-
cluded overcrowding at schools
in Soweto, a shortage of teachers

and a lack of books and sta-

‘fionery.

An interesting factor pointed
out by Mapela was that there
were more young women than
men attending the “finishing
school”.

“We were checking ratios the
other day and we realised there
were more girls.

“One of the reasons is proba-
bly that girls are expected to t%ﬂ
home and clean, cook and do the
washing, so they find it harder to
do their school work,” she said.
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No going back on
subsidy cuts - MEC

By Vlctor Mecoamere

PUPILS who attend private schools
— most of which may soon close due
to subsidy cuts — could be absorbed
into public schools because the
Government will not rescind its deci-
stion, Gauteng MEC for Education
Mrs Mary Metcalfe said yesterday.

State-aided schools which had
their subsidies cut by 30 percent
recently, also face other drastic mea-
sures including increased school fees
and retrenchment of staff,

The schools affected include about
60 Catholic schools which have
vowed t0 petition the Govemment,
’I‘hey have also threatened to engage
in mass action if the authorities do not
rescind the decision.

They do not understand why they
were grouped with other private

., . el - . L |

schools because they have been
operating for a long time during
apartheid. Church schools, they
argue, can continue to receive subsi-
dies if placed in a different category
to other private schools.

In an interview with Sowetan yes-
terday, Metcalfe said private schools
had been warned about the possibili-
ty of subsidy cuts due to a shrinking
budget and the mushrooming of
more private schools which qualified
for subsidies.

She said the threatened march
would not derail her ongoing discus-
sions - with the Joint Liaison
Committee and the Catholic

- Education Negotiating Team.

“We have to collaborate on how
to manage the crisis and deal with
any disruptions,” she said.

Asked what would happen to the

T OAEE W I S e W S P Seslebeler e wbiet b -
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affected pupils should their schools
close down, Metcalfe said they
(puptls) could be absorbed into pub-
lic schoois. |

She said some schools in Snwetu
for instance, were half empty and
that in the event of closure, “those
children could be absorbed into these
public schools™.

“The Government wﬂl not be
able to rescind the cuts as they had
been unavoidable. We will also not
be able to institute selective cuts.”

Parents at Roman Catholic
Schools argue that public schools
are already overcrowded and that
the government’s decision was going
to bamsh the children to the streets.

Meanwhile, no decision has been
taken yet on the fate of private schools
in KwaZulu-Natal, according to a
depazﬂnent of egiucauun official.
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The words “Holy

1 Gauteng

 pared with most public schools.

' school and was amazed by the si-

'~ in its history.

Cross” are
spread across the heavy iron gates
of Immaculata High, in Diep-
kloof, Soweto, a Catholic school

opened in 1971 and renowned for

producing outstanding matric re-

sults, black professionals and
leaders.

This is where I spent two years
to complete my matric in 1989,
amid political violence that de-
stroyed most township schools.

Today, Immaculata is one of
the eight private schools in Sowe-
to facing closure following the
government’s decision
to cut subsidies to private schools.
The decision has left parents,
pupils and teachers angry and
uncertain,

“The cut is unjust,” says school
principal Brother Michael de
Klerk, adding: “We can either in-
crease the fees or dlose the
school.”

1f the school closes, about 1200
children would lose the chance of
obtaining the best available edu-
cation in the township and about
50 teachers will lose their jobs.

is dilemma applies to other pri-
vate schools in the province’s
townships, schools which have
managed to maintain good edu-
cation, order and discipline com-

Last week, 1 visited my old

lence in the corridors, impressed
to see all the pupils and teachers
in classrooms.

During my years, this was a
rarity. Immaculata had shed most
of its Catholic ethos, allowing a
semi-secular culture to take over.

That year, the school failed to
live up to its reputation and ac-

ired the lowest matric pass rate

However, it was still one of the
top four schools in Soweto.

Ironically, the three top schools
— all private institutions — which
in that year faced huge obstacles
to be among, the best, could this
year be producing their last
matriculants.

In the last four years, Immacu-
lata has risen from ashes to
achieve the above 90% pass rate
and has fully regained its Catholic
identity.

Brother De Klerk says the 30%
subsidy cut means the school will
actually lose 70% of its budget:
“They are cutting our lifeline,” he
said.

The school’s budget this year
was about R2,9-million out of
] R1,9-million was sub-
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sidised.

Other funds come from dona-
tions and school fees, costing
R800 per child in high school and
R6Q0 in primary school a year.

The subsidy cut news has

shatiered Std9 pupil Ignatia
Hlatshwayo: “They (the govern-

ment) just want to kill our morale.
should be saved,

a lot for the
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English teacher Mike Takkos
could only say: “1 am angry and
disappointed.” His feelings are
shared by all teachers.

The fear of closure has also
gripped community members

many pup

1ls |

THYS DULLAART

wmemn e Reliving it ...
oon ) Immaculata at
G the brink of
¢ closing down.
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who feel that many parents who
cannot afford private schools out-
side the township may never re-
alise the dream of having their

children in good township
schools.
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Tightsecurityto plug leaksl_.

in first nonracial m
| Ao 214

" The (auteng Education

Department has set out

to .. reassure teachers,
pupils and parents that
this year’s matric exami-
nations — the first com-

" mon examination for all -

formerly segregated edu-

cation departments — are

“on frack.

With the seiting and
supervision of the com-
mon examination for all
matriculants for the first
time, teachers have €X-

| leaked.

?tric exam
1A

that. papers wil be | §

Last year, several
examinations had to be
postponed following the
leaking of accounting,
mathematics and biology
papers.

Gauteng education
spokesman Prem Goven-
der said security mea-
sures were already, in
place and his dep artment
had done its utmost?to
ensure there were o
leaks. — Staff Reporter

pressed,-theisy conl rns
| f(a* “) 52 )
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mu‘:”_ﬁ:ﬂ::,_ at the Volkswagen Centre,
Midrand, on 18 and 19 November 1996.

Job opportunities created

40, Mr D W MAKHANYA asked the Minister of
L.abour:t

(H

(2)

How many job opportunities were created
in the (a) 1994-95 and (BT™NV95-96 finan-

cial years: [ =%

whether he wH make a statement on the
matter?

NI1592E

The MINISTER OF LABOUR:

(1)

(2)

*41.

On the basis of the only available data
from the Central Statistcal Services which
covers non-agricultural employment be-
tween the second quarter of 1994 and the
first quarter of 1995, corresponding to the
financial year 47 000 new jobs were cre-
ated with an average employment level of
5170000 persons per quarter over the
period; and between the second goarter of
1995 and the first quarter of {996 the data
appears to show that 59 000 new job
opportunities were created with an average
of 5151000 jobs per quarter over this
latter period.

A comparison of the average figures per
quarter shows that employment declined
by about 19 000 persons over the penod. It
should be noted that the data does not
include employment in the agricultural
sector and nonformal employment, and
that employment in the manufacturing,
construction, and electricity sectors of the
former TBVC states is not included in the
quarters prior to the first quarter of 1996
which might account for the apparent
increase in employment refiected above
between the second quarter of 1995 and
the first quarter of 1996.

Rarfu: annual financial contribution

Mr A WILLIAMS asked the Minister of

Sport and Recreation:{
(1) Whether his Department makes an annual

financial contrbution to Sarfu; if not, why
not; if 80, what was the amount paid to this
body in the past financial year;,

(2) whether he will make a statement on the

matter? NI5S3E

The MINISTER OF SPORT AND RECRE-
ATION:

(D

(2)

Yes. My Department has allocated a total
amount of R89 420,00 to Sarfu for this

financial year.
No.

Education: posts filled before closing date
*42. Mr L LOUW asked the Minister of Educa-

tton: ¥
(1)

(2)

Whether any senior posts in his Depart-
ment were filled before the closing date for

applications expired: if so, what posts;

whether he or his Department intends
taking any steps in this regard; if not, why
not; if so, what steps?

NI594E

The MINISTER OF EDUCATION:

(H
(2)

No.

Falls away.

Sale of SA-manufactured arms to Nigeria

#43, Mr C W EGLIN asked the Minister of
Defence:

(D

(2)

(3)

Whether it is consistent with the policy of
the Government to permit the sale of South
African-manufactured arms to General
Sami Abacha's military government in
Nigena; if so,

whether this policy is consistent with (a)
that of the Commonwealth and (b) South
Africa’s commitment to democracy and
human rights; if so, what are the relevant

details; if not,

whether the Government has advised Gen-
eral Abacha’s military government that it
will not permit such sale of arms; if not,
why not; if so, what are the relevant

details?
N1595E

The MINISTER OF DEFENCE:
(1) No. It is not Government policy to permmt
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(2)

(3)

Matriculation mmmEEu::Eﬁm.:u:m”

ban by South Africa on |5 November 1995

has not been rescinded and is being applied
stringently.

Yes. This policy formulated by the Na-
tional Conventional Arms Control Com-
mittee is consistent with that of (a) the
Commonwealth and (b) with South Afri-
ca’s commitment to democracy and human
rights.

To date no request for sale of arms has
been received from Nigeria therefore it has
not been necessary to formally advise
General Abacha’s military government

that South Africa will not permit such
sales.

process: problems

*44. Mr R S SCHOEMAN asked the Minisier of
Education: |

(1)

(2)

(3)

(1)

Whether any (a) factors are threatening the
effectiveness and credibility of, and/or (b)
problems are being experienced in regard
to, the 1996 matriculation examination and
evaluation process, particularly in those
provinces conducting the said examination
for the first time; if not, what is the position

m this regard; if so, what factors and/or
problems;

whether he or his Department intends
taking any steps towards ensuring that the
1996 matriculation examination proceeds
without obstacles; if not, why not; if so,
what steps;

whether he will make a statement on the
matter?

N1605E

The MINISTER OF EDUCATION:

There do not appear to be any factors
threatening the effectiveness and credibil-
ity of the examinations, for which safe-
guards have already been put in place. Day
to day difficulties arise but are being
handled by experienced provincial offi-
cials. The provinces have reported that the
necessary plans are in place, that every-
thing is under control with the process well
on track and continuously monitored by
the Heads of Department.

S0

(2}

The major safeguards concern security
measures such as:

—a sentor official of the examination
section is always on duty in the printing
room wiiie the examination papers are
being printed.

— all examination papers are sealed and
will only be opened in the presence of
:_m. candidates, by duly appointed and
trained independent Invigilators who
are fully aware of their tasks.

— the examination papers are stored in the
departmental strongrooms at present
and when delivered will be stored in the
strongrooms at schools. Where a school
does not have a strongroom, it will
receive its examination papers on a
daily basis.

As far as effectiveness is concerned,
schools have been provided with examina-
tion gmdelines in each subject; the exam-
iners are all people who have the necessary
qualifications and experience and the sub-
examiners/markers will only be appointed
if ﬂ_,_mw‘ meet laid-down qualifications and
expenénce criteria.

The issue of remuneration for markers is

one _.Eq several matters receiving attention
at this stage. |

The provincial matricuiation examinations
are the responsibility of the provincial
education departments, The provinces had
mentored  capacity-building, hands-on
traming and experience until May 1996, to
prepare them for this year’s work. Until the
end of July this year the Department of
Education’s Provincialisation Unit as-
sisted wherever it could. During 1996 an
Ad ?.wﬁ. Inter-provincial Examinations
Committee (IPEC) has monitored progress
and made recommendations to the Heads
of Education Departments Committee
(HEDCOM), on which the national De-
partment of Education is represented. Vari-
ous issues are currently being reviewed by
the HEDCOM. It is not the intention of the
Gmﬁﬂﬂmzn of Education to intervene in a
provincial matter, but it is monitoring the
situatiort.

According to the provinces, the following
steps have been put in place to ensure that

—)
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the examinations proceed without any
obstacles:

— Provincial examinations boards and
SAFCERT have supervised the entire
process.

— The expertise of previous examination
administrations has been utilised.

— Procedures covering matters to do with
the examination have been drawn up,

e.g.
» appointment of examiners and mod-
erators

* appointment of sub-examiners

e structure, functions and procedures
of the Irregularities Committee

e structure, functions and procedures

(1) Whether the post of Deputy Director:
Communication in his Department was
filled before the due date for the submis-
sion of applications; if not, what is the
position in this regard; if so, why was the
accepted procedure not followed;

(2) whether he will make a statement on the
matter? N1606E

The MINISTER OF EDUCATION:

(1) No. Following the closing date all the
applications were scrutinised individually
to determine who was to be invited for
interviews. A candidate was interviewed
on 4 September 1996. Applicants who
were not suitable for the post of Director:
Communication and Related Services, but
who were very good candidates and who
were interviewed, were also considered for

2063
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Whether, in view of the full-time nature of the
work performed by housewives and
househusbands, she or her Department will
consider the establishment of a State-aided
pension scheme for housewives and
houschusbands; if not, why not; if so, what are
the relevant details?

N1609E

The MINISTER FOR WELFARE AND POPU-
LATION DEVELOPMENT:

No, the major criterion for a person to qualify
for State assistance 1s a lack of means to support
him/herself. Any person, whether she or he is a
housewife or a househusband, an aged person, a
disabled person or a single parent, will only
qualify for a State grant if she or he complies
with all the criteria stipulated in the Social
Assistance Act, 1992 (Act 539 of 1992) and
more specifically the means test.

ing; if so, (1) what total amount is outstand-
ing, (i1) how many subscribers still owe
money on their accounts and (iif) over

witat period does the non-payment of
telephone accounts extend;

(2) whether all telephones in these areas are
linked to payment accounts; if not, how
many telephones are not so linked;

(3) whether any arrangements have been made
for the payment of these accounts; if not,
why not; if so, what arrangements;

(4) whether telephone services to any sub-
scrbers in these areas have been discon-
nected as a result of the non-payment of
accounts; if not, why not; if so, how many;

(5) whether any other action has been taken or
is to be taken against payment defaulters;

. 1 if not, why not; if so, what action?
the post. A nomination has been made Y at action

of the Complaints Commitiee : |
which I will, hopefully, be able to consider NGi5E

. Em”_.:n:n.:m to mwu-:m:mqm and mod- shortly. & State departments: budgets M_MM M.%__M_MMWMWMOMW MMWAW Mm_m.w_mﬁoggcq
_ erators .
“ . (2) No. . *48. Mr A H NEL asked the Minister of Finance:+ . . CASTING: o
| — Workshops have been held to discuss (1) Whether any State Departments budgeted The Managing Director of Telkom SA Limited
__ o . ‘ ] abroad i uagele has informed me as follows:
_ e cxamination and m__wn:_.__”u_. CA: funds from _u-.-&m_ma used for trave | 3 more than the amount n—.ﬁv.. m—umﬁn &Gﬁmﬂm ’ QLIOWS |
_ e manual for conducting external ex- *46. Mr C W EGLIN asked the Minister for E the past financial year; if so, which State (1) Payments in respect of telephone services
aminations Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Develop- 4 Departments; are still outstanding in the former home-
_ . ment: A . lands of Transkei and Ciskei.
« examination monitoring . (2) whether he will make a statement on the . .
Whether at any time since the adoption of the e matter? | (i) A total amount of R73 million in the
* release of results consiitutional text by the Constitutional Assem- i N1610E Transket and R20 million in the
_, — Invigilators have been trained bly on 8 May 1996 any funds from the _En..wﬂ ¥ The MINISTER OF FINANCE: Ciskei is outstanding;
u of the CA have been used for travel abroad; if %

(it} 22 B0OO subscribers in the Transkei
and 26 7} subscribers in the Cisket

still owe money on their accounts;

— District and provincial monitoring

(1) All the State Departments have not yet
teams have been set up

closed their books for the past financial
year. Furthermore the Auditor-General has
not completed the auditing of all the
financial statements. As usual the Auditor-
General will table his Report on the

so, in respect of each such wvisit, (a) ......Em.: 3
| countries were visited, {b) which persons vis-
__. — Markers have been appointed ited each country, (c) what was the purpose _3. 5
| : : the visit and (d) what are the relevant details
— Marking venues have been organised concerning the expenditure involved?

Accounts of the National Government for (2)

¢ . arking have been set.

M_E dates ﬁw.q Eﬁ__”.._ :_wm n,q; - N 60TE

-— In one province the Head of departme - |
and _rmﬁ?_mn have scheduled Technical The MINISTER FOR PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS e 1995/96 during the first quarter of 1997.
Review meetings with external experts.  AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT: (2) No.

administra- R :
My Departiment does not have any - For written reply:

(111) most accounts are fully paid but a

significant percentage is extended
over a couple of years.

an .
. :n_..- -

No telephones in the Transket and Ciskei
areas are linked to payment accounts.

(3) In terms of section 5(4d) of the
Reorganisation Act, Telkom will continue
to render final accounts on behalf of the
State for a period of twelve months after
which period the outstanding accounts will
be handed over to the State Attorney.

(3) A statement on this matter will be made if . |
HEDCOM and CEM request that this be tive or financial responsibility with regard to : 3
done. At this stage the public should feel the functions of the namﬂ:.:mn:m_ .w.mmmEEw. 2
confidence in the process, not experience . and does not dispose of the information asked ,

anxiety. QA/ for.

Deputy director appointed before due date for State-aided pension scheme for housewives/
applications househusbhands

*45 Mr R S SCHOEMAN asked the Minister of  *47. Ms B M NZIMANDE asked the Minister for
Education: Welfare and Population Development:

Transkei/Ciskei: payments for telephone ser-
vices

534. Mr 1 A JORDAAN asked the Minister for
Posts, Telecommunications and Broadcasting:

o
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In order to honour this agreement an
interim structure was put in place to
operate from [ April 1996. It is known as
the Bridging Structure and consists of a
number of people (not Telkom staff) situ-
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(1) Whether any payments for telephone ser-
vices in the former homelands of (a)
Transkei and (b) Ciskei are still outstand-
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maintenance of the current unlimited ben-
efits requires unattainable increases in the

fuel levy rates, and therefore only part of

the losses suffered by the victims can be
borne by the MMF while the balance is to
be shouldered by private insurance.

(3) No econometric study on this issue has
been carried out. However, the following
observations may be made. With claims
paid by the MMF increasing by some 20%
p-iL.. 1015 1o be expected that the levy rales
themselves need to be increased since
the growth in the volume of fuel sales
(3%-5%) in itself is not enough.

The cost of cover can be expected to
increase in an inflationary environment. In
addition, the rite of inflation in medical
costs have been exceptionally high. o thal
extient, the Jevy rates necessarily have to
reflect and keep pace with inflation in the
general economy. In the process it cer-
tanly adds to inflation, but that is unavoid-
able. If, in addition, there is a greater
increase in the number of claims than in
the volume of fuel sold, then one is dealing
with further superimposed inflation.

Reply in substitution of reply to Question *8 on
19 September 1996:

Moratorium on trapping of/trade in _:.mEu_m.m

*8. Sen W F MNISI asked the Minister of
Environmental Affairs and Tourism:

Whether be or his Department intends piacing a
moratorium on the trapping of and trade in
primates pending the outcome of the process
aimed at determining the legal status of pri-
mates, if not, why not; if so, when?

S617E

The MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL AF-
FAIRS AND TQURISM:

No, the Department does not intend placing a
moratorium on the trapping of and trade in
primates. Incidents of damage to crops and
livestock caused by primates occur from time to

1

For written reply:

time and these animals are eliminated. Provin-
cial ordinances determine the legal status of
primates and not the Department. The issue is
currently being addressed by the provincial
authorities. However, the Department of Envi-
ronmental Affairs and Tourism in consultation
with the relative role-players is presently devel-
oping a national policy which will, amongst
others, address trapping of and trade in pri-
mates. Once this policy has been finalised, an
informed decision on a possible trapping and
trade moratorium can be taken. I support the
decision taken by the Gauteng Environmental
Authority to suspend the export of primates for
experimental purposes, during this consultative
process of policy formulation.

67

Matriculation examination: statistics

23. Sen A J WILLIAMS asked the Minister of
Education:

(1) What percentage of pupils in each prov-
ince wrote and passed the past matricula-
tion examination (a) with and (b) without
matriculation exemption;

(2) what percentage of pupils in each province

achieved (a) less than 20%, (b) between
20% and 30%, (c) between 30% and 40%.
(d) between 40% and 50%, (e) between
0% and 60%, (f) between 60% and 70%,
(g) between 70% and 80% and (h) more
than 80% in the past matriculation exami-
nation;

(3) (a) how many pupils in each province who
wrote the past matriculation examination
sat for examinations in (i) Mathematics,
(i1} Physical Science, (i) Biology and (iv)
Geography, respectively, and (b) how
many such pupils passed each of these
subjects; .

(4) whether his Department is contemplating
any measures to improve the matric re-
sults; if not, why not; if so, what measures.

(3} whether he will make a statement on the
matter?

(1 ihe AR A A S e £ U A L I o L T £ T R ST ™
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The MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
(1) (a) and (b)

Table 1. Number of students who passed with and without a matriculation exemption for the 1995
matriculation examinations, excluding the supplementary examinations.

Province Pass with exemption Pass without exemprion
Eastern Cape 10,7% 37.1%
Free State 11,7% 37.9%
Gauteng 18,8% 39.2%
KwaZulu-Natal 25,4% 43.8%
Mpumalanga 1.5% 30.7%
Northemn Cape 17.4% 57.5%
Northern Province 1.5% 30,6%
North West 16,9% 49.4%
Western Cape 27,4% 33.8%

(2} This information is not available. The

current information system does not have a
program to do the analysis for the required
information.

Science, Biology and Geography in 1995
matriculation examinations {excluding
supplementary examinations) according to
province and grade (Higher Grade (HG),

(3) Table 2 and 3: Number of students who Standard Grade (SG), and Lower Grade
wrote and passed Mathematics, Physical (LG)).
Table 2
. Mathematics Physical Science
Province &
Ex-Depart
menis*
: Wrote Passed Wrote Passed
HG 5G LG HG 3G LG HG SG LG HG 5G LG
Western
Cape L
(4,6,7,8) 3213 13887 63] 2938]| 9036 31| 3563F 6383 421 32201 4797 39
Northern
Cape
(4,6, 8) 5461 1892 38 381 L1121 23 546 1017 21 341 157 20
Free State (2,
6, 8) 2999 | 10738 193] 1548 3033 179 4100) 43821 1401 2090 1669 139
Eastern Cape |
(4,6,7.89 | 3662| 21537 46 1528) 7703 af 1 7005] 9388 I8) 2614 4854 16
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] Mathematics Physical Science
Province &
Ex-Depart
menis¥
KwaZulu-
Natal
(3.6,7, 8) 15536 ] 23488 2021 102724 1159 3921 2972 6584 120 9160} 4246 178
Mpumalanga
(1.6, 7. 8) 4931 BIN7 5] 134 2527 84| 5685] 3535 3021 1892 1649 255
Northern
Province
{1,6.7 8) 18 116 ] 16651 3301 23601 2513 248 ¢ 13286 3777 1897 3883 1124 176
Gauteng
(1, 6,7 8} 123257 258691 2756 72838 13091 1773 14019 11348 1294] 8512 70321 | 076
North Wes!
(E. 4.7 B} 4288 | 11 859 459 185 | 4307 06| 65681 3669 2111 3183 1892 190
Total 037621 13135 4613)] 248341 51619] 3158 35970 48813 2217] 332071 26349 1017
Table 3
Biology (reography
Province & e FosTapty
Ex-Depari
menty
Wrote Passed Wrote Passed
HG SG LG HG SG LG HG 3G LG HG SG LG
Western
Cape _.
4.6, 7. 8 123631 13383 02| 8832} 10285 921 60531 8062 24 4781 6 19 24
Northern
{Cape
(4,6, 8) 25371 2912 221 14371 2016 211 1694 1584 4 3331 1177 4
Free State {2, ,
6, 8) 17984 7658 I3 6400 2438 06| 8922| 4181 #4148 21356 ##
Eastern Cape
4,6,7,8.9 [ 527149 1160 871 21556 | 5329 16| 20651 | 11935 281 85571 659 26
KwaZulu
Natat
(3,6,7.8) 36631 14229 331 426911 7984 326 26517 8614 631 16647 6812 96
Mpumalanga
(I, 6,7, 8) 302200 5046 281 10228 1676 2200 14269 4337 105 54871 1936 101
Northern
Province
1,6, 7, 8) 183404 | 7519 1401 37996 1164 125] 83250 7601 271 8286) 2439 27
<
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Province & Binlogy Geography _,
Ex-Depart i

meris :_
Gauteng _
(1,6, 7,8) 36149 [ 16485) 1526 6024 835200 1314] 18 4151 9663 621 11315 6473 487
North West
{1,4,7,8) 30747 5373 276 [ 129711 2130 235 181851 3785 73] 99031 263 69
Total 306361 82176 [ 2575{145987{ 39518 ] 2231 {195 888 58 594 8231 67 7421 35250 762

*The numbers in brackets represent the previous departments of education whose results have been

disagregated and combined by province. The following codes have been used for previous departmens,
(there is no code 5):

1 = Transvaal Education Department ment of Education and Colwure

2 = Orange Free State Education Depait- 7 = House of Delegates—Department of
ment Education and Culture

3 = Natal Education Department § = Department of Education and Train-

4 = Cape Education Department ing

6 = House of Representatives— Depart- 9 = Transkei Education Department

The former Self-Governing Territories as well as Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei wrote the
Department of Education and Training Examinations (DET) coded as 8; Transkei had its own
examining body, the Transkei Department of Education, coded as 9.

'Geography was not offered in lower grade.

(4) Since the release of the White Paper on
Education and Training in March 1995, the
emphasis has been placed on the develop-
ment of an integrated approach to educa-
tion and training, which addresses the
learners” and the nation’s needs. This
tmplies a shift to an outcomes-based ap-
proach to education and training, which is
based on a philosophy that everyone can
leamn. This approach defines clearly what
learners are to learn, measures their
progress based on actual achievement,
meets their needs through various teachin g
strategies and gives them enough time and
help to meet their potential.

a culture of learning in the country and the
importance of building a nation which is

productive and internationally competi-
tive,

Vartous projects will be launched, of
which one will focus on assessment. This
project will be aimed at the development
of national policy on assessment which
will include guidelines for teachers.

The Heads of Education Departments
Commiittee (HEDCOM) has alse estab-
lished a committee to advise on maters
relating to the Standard 10 examination.
This Committee will, inter alia, undertake
an analysis which will determine the na-
tional trends as regards candidates, as well
as performance in each subject. These data
will serve as pointers to influence national
policy regarding examinations, and the
results will be used to expedite a process

aimed at improving the examination re-
sults.

The' Council of Education Ministers has
approved a curriculum framework for pre-
higher education and has decided that the
phasing in of a new curriculum should start
In January 1998. This curriculum frame-
work will serve as a sound basis for
developing the learning programmes to be
implemented in schools, and should take
cognisance of the requirements of the

(3} The Minister will not be making a state-
world of work, the imperative to establish

ment.
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Mairic pass tate “will be]io for years
Matric passgalf W 7ie e
PRETORIA: With just OVEt two weekstogo  aggIng standards, said Dt At van Schoor,

ro the start of matric exams, experts expect acting directot of Unisa’s Student Services
that the pass rate will remain low for at  bureau.

least a generation —d legacy of inferior “Tt doesn’t have anything to do with
Bantu education and problems Jffecting  ability OI potential. when pupils get 10
schools since the 1976 uptisings. matric, they presenta knowledge base with

The culture in black schools of ipera-  gaps- 1t's going to take at least a generation
tion befor€ edu{_:atiﬂn” had contributed to io work through.” — Own Correspondent




Matric exams

o(62)
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validity in doubt

SY Avam Cooke

wo teachers’ organisations
- running of this year’s ma-
tric exams - the first o be held
under a single Systemin Gauteng

Pupils start writing exams in 3
fortnight's time,

Provincial education depari-
ments are to conduct their own
exams which were previously or-
ganised by nationa] departments.
The organisations are citing inex-
perienced markers and potential
exam paperleaks. -

L]

éiep;i’tyz director of the Transvaalse

Ondervvysersvererﬁging (Trans-
vaal  Teachers’ Association),
rumours of leaked exam papers
agmgEy L T
“AIn“'general, the supervision
LAy

L} "FE ke

According to Chris Klopper,

has been worrying, This is just not
up to scratch,” he said.

- Klopper said there was also a
problem with markers,

“Affirmative action is under-
standable, but when it comes to
markers you need the best,” he
said.
 Association of Professional
Teachers president Suzanne Rees
said inexperienced markers could
jeopardise top students,

“The lack of qualifications
could mean they (markers) will
not recognise a truly brilliant and
creative answer because it may
not stick to the exam memorar-
dum,” she said.

Education ministry spokes-
man Lincoln Mali said it should
be appreciated this was the first
time provinces were handling

* exams, but problems would be
d'security.of the whole exercise -

ironed out,
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“ued to receive reports of B

s allegations of irregularities in the
_handling of Gauteng’s matric
.exams continue to stream in,
political parties have lashed out at Educa-
tion MEC Mary Metcalfe.

The NP called yesterday for Metcalfe
to resign immedliately. The party pointed
to an incident on Tuesday in which a re-
porter, posing as a teacher at Braam-
fontein’s exam collection point, was given
papers for that day’s art exam, No identi-
fication was needed.

The DP said it contin-

Principals

Education MEC after breach in security :
By Aoam Cooke with reality. '“*'%he has handpicked her of-
o | ficials, many ‘of whom have no idea of

how to run a department,” said Kilian.
She said Metcalfe had known since the
beginning of the year there could be prob-
lems and had put “a generation of matrics
at risk”. -

Two principals, wishing to remain
anonymous, expressed frustration with
the handling of the exams. “It is a highly
inefficient system that lacks the security
measures of the past,” said one from a .
school south of ]nﬁannesburg.

He said principals were not being
trusted to guard exam pa-

pers as they had been;

“plunders” in the admin- |
istration of exams after [
certain schools in Preto- §

not trusted

the past. “I am respoyisic .
ble for the futures.of/all

ria incorrectly received
copies of Tuesday’s prac- &

to guard

_ the children at my&%lj;mnl
Does the depattrhent

tical art exam paper in
yesterday’s bundle of
theory papers.

DP spokesman Jack Bloom said if the
trend continued, the entire Gauteng ma-
tric examinations “could be irredeemably
compromised”.

Even the Congress of South African
Students, an ANC-aligned student organ-
isation claiming mass support from
pupils, has called for Tuesday’s art exam
to be rewritten because of a “lack of
security”.

NP Gauteng education spokesman
Juli Kilian said Metcalfe was out of touch
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