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Aids cas

GENEVA, — The number ,‘l;t
Aids cases officially reported
worldwide has topped the mil-
lion mark for the first time — a
20% rise from a year ago, the
World Health Organisation
{WHO) said this week

But the UN agency, pointing to
incomplete reporting and un
der-diagnosis, estimated the a
tual number of people sufferin
from Aids at 4,5 million

A cumulative total! of 19,.0m

,?;?p e have been 1nfected with
the HIV virus since the pandem-
1c began 1n the late 1970s, 1n-
cluding 1,5m children Between
13 and 156m of those infected are
believed to be still alive

“The major proportion of
these cases have occurred In
ub-Saharan Africa and the
merieas,” the WHO said
Africa has reported 34% of the
total Aids cases, or 345639
people, but probably accounts

top million mark

for '10% of the actual total esti-
mated figure of 4,5 million

Sub-Saharan Africa accounts
for at least 11m of the estimated
total 18m adult HIV infections

The United States — where
diagnosis 1s quicker and-report-
1ng more 1mmediate — aecounts
for 39% of the reported Aids
cases However, 1t probably re-
presents just nine percent of the
actual total. — Sapa-Reuter
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‘ In the
next ten
years up to
20 percent of
the popula-
tion could be
HIV
positive.
These people
must be
integrated
nto socety
and 1t must
make appro-
priate
changes.
They must
not be
pushed

oul ,

waged 1 courts 10 ward off

discrimination aganst people

with HI V-Aids:

By Claire Keeton O oh Mﬂ_ﬁ:

THE Wits University Aids Law Project 1s the only project

1n southern Africa started specifically to fight discrimina-

tion agamst people with HIV-Aads
The project 18 waging battles 1n the courts for, among

others, state employees, prisoners and ordinary members -

of the public
cases which will have the most

ALP concentrates on
ympact by setiing a legal precedent for deahing with HIV-

Aads.
ALP attorney Ms Barbara Adair said “There 1s a huge

social shgma with HIV-Aids which may be more disabling
than the fact that a person has HIV
People with HIV can carfy on a healthy hife for long
periods of ime “We must fight agamst the socal stigma.”
In the Umted States the disease was considered a

disabibity for two reasons, she said

Life-threatening
The firstreasonisthat HIV 152 life-threatening disease and

the second is the sigma attached to 1t
Adair said 1t was important that South Africa prepare to

accommodate people with HIV-Aids
She said the project would challenge any measure 10

sideline them
«“In the next ten years, up 1020 percent of the population

could be HIV positive These people must be integrated
into society and 1t must make appropnate changes They

must not be pushed out.”

ALP was officially taunched last year by Wits’ Profes-
sor Edwin Cameron, with the support of the Aads Consor-
fium

The policy
project.
Project manager

is directed by all parties mvolved m the

Mr Abdurrazach Achmat co-ordinates
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are tramng people to become paralegals

They can dea] with questions that do not have tg go to
trial,” sard Adarr

At some point the
structures n th

paralegals

“People come 1 constantly and get turned away,” said
Adarir

project would Iike to set up sub-
€ community These wouid be driven by

Unton members are

advised to speak o their structures
before lurning to ALP
Refused operation

Sometimes the profect wins a case before 1t even reaches  Prevention s still
court ALP challenged a Provincral hospital on behalfof 2  Condom.

better than cure ... the humple

The project is also mvolved in drafting policy guidehnes,

The hospital agreed to dg the operation before the for cxample, an “HIV-Aids Employment Code of Conduct
matter went to {rra] for the National Manpower Commission

Thus helps to set a precedent for other provincial hosps- A comprehensive manual dealtng with nghts around
tals in dealing wath Hv. Atds HIV-Auds 15 also bemg drafted for paralegals

A sard the project, which at this stage tackles “There 1s no Qﬂﬂls for stngEausmg or mWMg
dismissal cases, 1s not able o accept every damages case  agamst persons with HIV-Auds,” Adarr stressed ‘The fact
unti] there 15 a precedent set on dismissals that most of the population 15 sexuvally active means every-

s The project’s first dismysga) case, which is againstabyp ~ One s at rsk ”

Company, will be decided iy court later this year

Other test cases the Projects tackling include challeng-
A — e pre-employment HIV

testing 1n the South Afnican C T]’le?”e Z:S' a huge
ISR, Police Service . Z y . .t k HIV
employ, re- , a—
—_ promote or Pérmanently appoint persm?slpﬁ?l}t’h WE Socza d nga wt
bnfair discrimination agamst them

— Annthercase'exammes the conditions of four prisoners AZC&S‘ thCk may be
15 g o s HIV- e Y Of Cortectional Sery. more disabling than the
Without consent

He returned to Prison and died three weeks later, with heaZt hy Z ije

allegations of assay]t Surrocunding his death

Adarr said the case Indicated the way prisoners with f or Zong p B?‘ZOdS Of sze'
HIV were bemg treated

wyers for Human Rights L.

ne social stigma p,

B
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HIV spre adin ng fast

n provmce

PHNOM PENH — More than 90 percent of
prostitutes and 21 percent of soldiers 1n Cambo-
dia’s northwest Bantecay Meanchey province are
HIV positive, a local newspaper reported yester-
day The results come from blood tests on prosti-
tutes, soldiers, police and landmine removal
teams, the Reasmer Kampuchea (Laght of Cam-
bodia) newspaper quoted Eng Sophirum, provin-
cia field director of venereal diseases and Aids,
as saying

“According to blood tests ~ with the coopera-
tion of the national ant:-Aids secretariat, 92 per-
cent of prostitutes and 21 percent of soldsers are
HIV positive,” the paper quoted the doctor as
saying He said 1,9 percent of blood donors mn
Monkul Bore1 hospital, the main provincial hos-
patal, were found to be HIV positive by late 1994
-—up from 0,06 percent 1n 1992

“The obtained results showed that Aids 1s

,o 1
severely stnking the entire Banteay Meanchey
province,” Soplirum said, according to the paper.
He warned that unless provincial authonties
acted to halt the rapid spread of the Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), which causes
Aids, many peoplenthe province would die mn the
future, the paper reported

A doctor at the international committee for the
Red Cross said the province, which has about
300 000 people, was “quite densely populated”

Pﬂi{be Charles the biggest culprit ® Deathly eg

with prostitutes and soldiers A special informa- |
tion centre for sexually transmitted diseases was |

under constderation for the province, he said,
HIV was first detected in Cambodia m 1991.

The National Aids Commuttee estimates that |

between 3 000 and 5 000 people 1n Cambodia are

HIV-positive, but foreign medrical experts believe |

the figure could be 10 times higher and growing
fast
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Nissan parts
from Europe

. -
GO GDT. -

s G A S,
port.motor parts from Nis-
san Europe subsidiaries mn
Spain and Britain to spread
1ts exposure to exchange
rate 'moves, Company
said yesterdag 92

A Nissan SA man
said the subsidiaries were
considering producing
complete knocked down
packs for therr own use and
for export to Nissan plants

Nissan SA — which
sourced all its imported.
parts from Nissan uMotor
Corporation m'“Japan —
had recently been hit by a
strengthening yen
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THE life insurance in-
dustry is bracing itself
for AIDS claims of over
R1-billion as the epi-
demic which has hit
hard in Zimbabwe is ex-
pected to repeat itself
1n South Africa.

The Zimbabwean life in-
dustry has paid out more
than R%mﬂhnn n AIDS-
related claims smce 1990.

Some 30% of adult Zin-
babweans are estunated to
be HIV-posttive,

Lafe msurance analysts
helieve the epidermc has al-
ready taken hold in South
Africa. Estimates suggest
that in some areas as many
as one in five people are
HIV-positive.

Peter Doyle, senior gen-
eral manager at Metropoh-
tan Life, says- “There 1S now
sufficient, well-documented
data to prove that an HIV
epidemic is established n
South Africa.

“Sufficent numbers of
people are now nfected

By JEREMY WGODS

with the HIV virus to sus-
tain a local epiderme Inter-
ventions and changes in sex-
ual behaviour wiil only be
able to affect the eventual
s1ze of that epidemuc”

Old Mutual corporate ac-
tuary Graham Prentice
says' “There is no reason at
all to suspect that we won’t
have the same AIDS epi-
demic as Zimbabwe The
evidence 1s that the AIDS
epidemic in South Africa 1s
about four years behind the

epidemic 1n Zimbabwe

“Nearly 10% of women
attending antenatal clinies
in Kwazulu-Natal mn 1993
were HIV-infected and it 15
farrly safe to assume that
those figues have doubled
by now”

In 1992, the KwaZulu-
Natal figure was 4,7% and a

year earlier it was 2,87%,

while 1 1990 the figure was
1,8%.

Figures for the Free State
and Transvaal show less
than 1% of pregnant women
were HIV-positive in 1950
By 1993 this had jumped to
more than 4%

“The spread of the epi-
demuc tends to double every
year mn the early years Un-
less social interventions can
change behaviour or an HIV
vaccine 18 found, the num-
bers of HIV-infected people
in South Africa will prob-
ably be measured 1n ml-
lions by the year 2 000,” says
Mr Prentice.

Much of South Africa’s
epidemic has arnved wia
Zimbabwe and Mozam-
bique.

“If there 18 any upside to
the AIDS epidemnic in South
Africa, 1t is that we have
had several years to pre-
pare for it,” says Mr Doyle.

“In anticipation of this
the major hfe insurers have
made provisions of an esti-
mated Rl-billion-plus to
pay for future AIDS-re

q in

T
e
w l""' .

-
ﬂ'l‘

claims and many have em-
barked on extensive educa-
tional campaigns to combat
the disease”

Life insurers
face R1b

ar( mns %

|AIDS claims

—

4

Mr Doyle believes most -

company managements,
which already employ HIV-

infected workers, will have

to cope with AIDS-sick em-
ployees within a few years.

Mr Doyle says “Another
1ssue that does not seem to
recetve adequate attention
1s that two-thirds of those
who will be infected by the
year 2000 are now under the
age of 20, and many are un-
der 15

“The HIV epidemic 1n
South Africa has reached
the stage where we cannot
continue just to monitor its
spread and to plan future
intervention efforts.

“We need to do something
now and fast, otherwise the
projections mught turn out
to be accurate.

“To ys this 18 the hlggest
burden of modelling —
that the epidemic 18 cnn-
tininng as we predicted.”
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WITH tens of thousands’ of qpeacekeeiiinﬁg
troops around the globe, the United Nations

plays a vital role. But inadequate AIDS

awareness among some troops means they
may be contributing to the spread of Human
Immuno-deficiency Virus (HIV).

SUE MONTGOMERY writing in WorldAids,
a newsletter published by the London-based
Panos News Agency, investigates.

M

ACCORDING to Aids experts and former United

Nations mulitary personnel, UN peacekeepers could
be contributing to the spread of HIV and AIDS in
the war-torn countries they are supposed to help ~

because the UN fails to provide adequate training and
information to 1ts soldiers

The UN leaves vital education about how to prevent
the spread of AIDS up to each of the 75 countries
supplying soldiers to 16 peacekeeping missions around
the world -~ many 1n countries where HIV 1s prevalent
— with varying results

UN peacekeeping operations seem not to have heed-
ed a 1993 report by another UN agency which noted
a tenfold increase of AIDS and HIV infection in
Cambodia m 1992, the year 22 000 UN forces arrived
In the country

The UN Research Institute for Social Development
concluded that not enough thought had gone into the
traming and discipline of UN personnel and recom-

mended providing on-base recreation facilitres for the
troops.

Testing

It also suggested more thought should be given to
testing troops for HIV before they enter a country
and when they leave  But there are no plans to 1m-
plement the recommendations — at least in Haiti, a

country ravaged by extremely high rates of AIDS and
HIV.

Fred Echard, spokesman for UN peacekeeping op-
erations, said they are in the process of drawing up a
peacekeepers’ manual which mentions sexually-trans-
mitted diseascs such as AIDS, but that 15 as far as
the UN can go

“The UN 1s really too small an entity to take on
the traming of the thousands of troops that are cur-
rently used m peacekeeping,” he saxd

“We just don’t have the capacity so we depend on
governments to do their jobs
“We don’t go around checking.”

Lewis Mackenzie, a retired Canadian major-general
who leid troops 1n the former Yugoslavia and fierce
critic of the UN, said “  the problem with a hand-

book is, that many soldiers can’t read”

Instead, the UN should have some way of checking
that troops are well tramned because many show up
“woefully inadequately prepared,” said Mackenze,
.who 15 also on the board of advisers of the Canadian
Foundation for AIDS Research.

« Dr Daniel Tarantola, director of the International
AIDS Programme at Harvard University, said 1t was
impossible to pin the spread of AIDS 1n places like
-Rwanda or the former Yugoslavia solely on UN

———

UN troops n
®
sex education

4T

M

» 4 '

troops, but they did play a role.. r?‘rgt: ’ E:afr*’f R

“In war-torn areas, 1t’s more difficult for women to
survive so they have to start selling sex just for basic
survival items,” he said

“The presence of the military fuels all this because
it brings together a higher concentration of men — men
who have both power and money

A women’s association in Phnom Penh estimates the

number of prostitutes increased during the UN mission
to more than 10 000 from 6 000 1n 1991.

The UN report said that while an increase in pros-
titution was expected with the influx of the troops and
other foreigners, the scale of the phenomenon was not
It went on to say. “There is also some evidence to
suggest that children are increasingly being used 1n
the sex mndustry, partly to mmimise the risk to clients
of becoming infected with HIV or other diseases.”

Thun Saray, president of 2 Cambodian human

rights group, said 1t was common to see UN troops
with local women

He also knew of cases where parents sold their

young daughters to troops “The soldiers have a lot
of money and they will pay,” he said

Prevalence

The World Health Organization said the rate of
HIV prevalence among blood donors in Cambodia’s
capital had increased tenfold between 1991 and 1992
Saray, like the UN report, recommends testing soldiers
for HIV before they are deployed.

But Mackenzie says that it is highly unlikely since
1t would sharply reduce the number of soldiers avail-
able for peacekeeping operations which are already
stretched to the limit 1n 16 missions,

“I doubt the UN, which 1s not renowned for showing |

a lot of intestinal fortitude on other issues, 15 going to
take this 1ssue on itself,” he said.

Many peacekeepers come from sub-Saharian Africa
and Southeast Asia, which have over four-fifths of the
world’s estimated 17 mullion HIV cases

Leaders of some strife-torn countries are so alarmed
that they have asked the UN to eliminate soldiers from
certain countries from peace-keeping teams

The Croatian government was worried about Nig-
erian soldiers durtng his tenure in the Balkans, ac-

cording to Mackenzie

Dr Tarantola suggests pre-deployment education,
providing condoms and ongoing education during the
mission because many soldiers come from countries
where AIDS is prevalent but rescources for education
and condoms are scarce

Programme

The local population should also be included in any]

AIDS prevention programme, he suggested.
“I think 1t should be the responsibility 'of the UN
to ensure that the presence of the troops does not in

crease the vulnerability of the local population to
HIV.,” he said v

But in the absence of a central UN AIDS pulicy,

every country will approach the 1ssue of sexual exploi-
tation of local women differently

“Some nations, including Canada, can end up send-
ing people home,” said Mackenzie **Others don’t see
it as a problem at all »
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17 years

BRITISH citizen Michael
Martin Leon, who
skipped bail after being
sentenced in the Cape
Town Magistrate’s Court
more than 17 years ago to
two years in prison on
five counts of contraven-
ing the Imsolvency Act,
was arrestfed yesterday in

Police spokesman Capt
John Sterrenberg said
Leon was granted bail of
R300 pending an appeal,
which was duoly lodged,
after he was convicted on
August 26, 1977. How-
ever, he fled the country
on September 16, 1977
and returned to Britain.

The investigating offi-

or at the time was a cap-
‘n but is now Major-
2eral Nic Snyman,

pt Sterrenberg said
* received informa-
u January 10 that
ud returned to the

vestigation was
and a sospect
'd in Sea Point

* Warrant Of-
Jordaan and

'8 at noon

" detained
Sapa
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Staff Reporter

HALF-A-MILLION South African
children could be orphaned by
Aids in five years, creating a “so-
cial time bomb”, with children
turning to crime and prostitution,
health authorities prediet.

The Department of Health and Pop-
ulation Development states in its lat-
est edition of Salus that unofficial
figures put the number of Aids or-
phans closer to one million by the
year 2000

“Aids 1s exacting a terrible toll on
South Africa’s children This will have
devastating sociro-economic conse-
quences for our socrety and the chil-
dren orphaned

“Left to thewr own devices these
children will become a social time
bomb as they inevitably turn to erime
and prostitution — unless action 1s
taken now,” the article says

The ability to shoulder the impact of

omb”
7A{dj ieakest among the

poor with little education

“About 90% of HIV-positive families
are unemployed, which creates a roll-
er-coaster of effects By the time death
comes, the family’s scant resources
may have been absorbed 1n the medi-
cal care of the patient. Children may
be left with no one to care for them

Malnourished

Figures from Uganda show that six
months after their last parent died of
Aids, 67% of the orphans were naked,
malnourished and had no home They
turned to the easiest way of making
niluney, which was crime and prostitu-
tion,

“There are many children going that
way before they are even orphaned
because of the depressed economic
circumstances of families where a
parent or parents are HIV-positive,”
the article says
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| Is 'the WHO

the

L3 |

the world, with the incidence of TB in the
‘Western Cape.among the highest in the world.
And the World Health Organisation expects
South Africa to take the lead in the region and
to co-operate in terms of tuberculosis
research, cortrol strategies and’ provigion of
laboratory equipment and drugs
' ‘The view was expressed by the WHO's Dr
Peter Eriki, a keynote speaker at the Medical
Research Council’s “Tuberculdsis ~ Beyond

i

2000” conference held in Pretoria last year. ,

It is a reasonable expectation, given South
Africa’s problems and status in the region.
But questions must be.agked of the body ex-
pecting such a lead

The WHO has, over the past few years, -
dragtically changed its focus from being the <
leading international orgamsation fighting dis-

ease, especially in the third world, to being a -

co-ordinating body concerned primarily with *

organising conferences and generating reports
and directives such as the above,

The current resurgence of TB is primarily
.due to 1ts devastating link with HIV: the Aids -
virus destroys the human cells that keep the
TB bacteria dormant. The problem with TB,
like most infectious diseases, is that it does
not stop at national borders Hence the fight
must be directed by

ial international health organisation,

The importance of such an organisation
rests on the enormity of the challenges ahead.

The new plagues of the 1990s ﬁTB. Aids and
hepatitis) afftict hundreds of millions of peo-
ple. Last year, cholera epidemics put 90 to
120 million people at risk in Africa, Latin
America and the Caribbean. Measles and
diphtheria are now epidemics in Russia, New
virulent strains of malaria, resistant to the
usual drug treatments, will have killed an
estimated two million people in 1994, while
more than six million people will have heen
crippled by leprosy. The WHO’s own statistics .
show that over 1,8 billion people will have:

been affected last year by vaccine-prevent-
able diseases, ‘

But while the world is experiencing an ex-
plosion of such epidemics, the WHO's disease

revention and control programmes have

een reduced over the past 10 years to
12,5 percent of its regular budget, down from
16 percent Even more revealing is that the
organisation has recently cut its TB budgets
by 6 percent mn Africa and 25 percent in Asia,
where the largest number of people are
infected.

In Asia for example, the WHO's budget to
tonfront this leading killer is just over

$400 000 a year, Estimates place the number
of South-East Asians infected by TB at over
one billion This means that the WHOQ can con-
tribute about one US cent for every 400 people
;nfected.

The problem, however, 18 not a lack of mon-
ey, but a failure to set the right priorities, The
WHO is well funded, with a budget of almost
$1 billion a year — more than any other UN
organisation. It could easily find the $100 mil-

‘ lion to fight TB in its own budget. But 500 oth-

© er programmes compete for resources — such
as Seat-belt safety advertising campaigns,’

Ora) Hyglene Week celebrations and the dis-
tribution of mllions of world No-tobacco Day
bumper stickers. '
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a regional or multilater-+

't “global direction” in the fi
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" M Last year, Héalth’ Minister
NKogazand Zuma declared

Aids to be South
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tif "+ The tragedy is that while the- WHO carries
out such low-priority public awareness cam-
paigns, basic health needs in developing coun-
tries are not being tackled With modern vae-
cines and medicines now available to prevent
many Kkiller diseases, the misallocation of re-

" sources is often the only obstacle to saving
" lives. SR A

t A
«| ~ But it is the WHO, which 1s supposed to be
s the world’s leading multilateral health organi-
. sation, that devotes less than 1 percent of its
1 regular budget to malaria —.a disease it has
described as the “most serfous health problem

in the poorest areas of the world”, l
' The WHO’s resources trickling down to the

tft"l'ﬁ

|'" @ ludicrously small portion of its expendi-
tures. With its high overheads and salaries, it
now costs the WHO $8 to plan for and spend
%2 on actual programmes, "',

' ¥ '

i These shortcomings are starting to draw
much-needed public scrutiny. Last month, the
prestigions British medical journal The Lan-

. cet blamed the WHO for failing to provide

ght against TB It
tactfully suggested that the WHO’s “political

complexities” often hampered progress

A number of WHO officials grumbled at last
nySeptember’s Alds conference in Tokyo that
" funding for Its global programme on Aids had

been cut from $20 million to only $70 million
in 1994. What they didn't mention was that do-
nor nations have severely cniticised the WHO
for wasting most of the money given to it to
fight Aids -

Even the United Nations is fed up with the
" WHO’s management. It recently stripped the

WHO of all responsibility for Aids-related pro-
grammes. It 18 now creating a new Geneva-

based UN agency to lead the world-wide fight
in combating the Aids epidemic

The sad fact is, the world desperately needs
a serious international health organisation
that will do more than convene conferences
and issue press releases,
But as long as the WHO fails to oversee a
major reform in how it allocates its resources,
«| the money it has been given is unlikely to re-
Sult in any real improvement in TB or the

- treatment of other diseases in the organisa-
|+ tion’s mandate.

,  If the WHO refuses to refocus its spending
on disease control and health emergencies, the
yr UN will be forced to create a new internation-
val health nrﬁaniaahun to deal with these epi-

demics, to its new UN agency to com-
bat Alds.

M Paul Dietrich 13 president of the Insts-

tute for International Health and Develop-
ment in Washington DC.
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Mobile Aids library plgql%ged

L
o Staff Repnrltep i
A MOBILE A1ds library, partly funded
by a’ ' R50 000 donation from an insur-
ance firm, wall enable books and vid-
€0s on Aids to reach the townships
where there is “great 1gnorance ang
fear about Aids”

This was announced yesterday by
Mrs Julia Aalbers of the Planned Par-
enthood Association (PPA), on accept-
ing the donation from Old Mutual

The library will contain Literature
on HIV aimed at young adults and will
tour township community centres

It will be based at the PPA’s con-

el = s
—

v

tainer office n Harare, Khayelitsha,
for the first three months

With Aids figures topping 17 million
worldwide, and about 10m of this re-
lating to Africa, the money will also be
used to mtroduce Aids education into
all the association's family planning
and contraception advice projects

Alds Scan reports that over 1% of _
women attending antenatal clinies 1n
the Cape are HiV-positive

The money will also be spent on
training courses for union:sts angd hu-
man resource managers on how to
deal with HIV in the workplace

———t e o T

- — — e,

ey 1




Expert sceptical of

B BY MICHAEL SPARKS

A Pretona-based phar-
maceutical
claams to have developed
a new drug which -
proves both the length
and the quality of life of
AIDS sufferers, but at
least one expert 1s scept)-
cal of the product

Dr Ruben Sher, direc-
tor of the National AIDS
Training and Outreach
Programme, said he was
agware of the drug, but
added: “I don't think this
18 an earth-shattering
discovery "

Sher said he was con-
cerned about falsely rais-
mg the hopes of AIDS
sufferers before proper
trials had been conduct-
ed on the drug

Dr Roy van Brumme-
len, menaging director of
Bromox Pharmaceuticals,
sald yesterday his com-
pany had started tests on
the new preparation,
Equimmune, about two
years ago.

He said Eqummune
stimulated the immune
system of HIV sufferers,
and reversed the de-
crease in a key mdicator
of the immune system of
AIDS patients called CD4

The company had ap-

company

g claim

Ijegnr registration with
the medical counci which
it hoped would be ap-
proved next month.

Van Brummelen claim-
ed Equummune mereased
the CD4 counti by be-
tween 15 and 20 percent
This mcreased the sense
of well-being of AIDS suf-
ferers as well as thelr life
expectancy

He saad i the immune
system was not - de-
cline, a patient could
theoretically have AIDS
and continue to live for
many years

The AIDS drug AZT
catses an increase in the
CD4 count for 10 to 15
weeks, after which the
result tapers off, but with
Equummune the count
continues fo 1mprove,
Van Brummelen claimed.

Sher said there were
many non-specific prepa-
rations whheh could hoost
the CD4 count and well-
being of patients, but
which were not a virus-
fighting drug,

He emphasised the
need to prevent raisimng
the hopes of people who
were desperate for any
cure and were prepared

to try anythmg in the
hope 1t might help them
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Europeans. aid
NS plight

PRETORIA — Health Minister 0sazana Zuma
yesterday signed two aid agreements with the Eu-
ropean Union ammed at improving South Africa’s
health system

In terms of the first, the EU will assist the De-
partment of Health 1n setting up a strategic plan-
ning team, Dr Zuma said at the signing ceremony at
the Union Buildings here

The second treaty provides for aid to develop
dastrict health systems

Dr Zuma said a third agreement, 1n terms of
which the EU would help South Africa to fight Aids,

would be signed 1n about two weeks.

“This will give us some of the resources we need
to put our Aids plan mto action,” she added

EU ambassador t¢ South Africa Mr Erwan
Fouere said the signing of the agreements marked
the first direct co-operation between the EU and
the new government f

He added that the EU had so far approved about

R100 million for the health seetor 1n the country -.
Nearly half of this money was for the fight

against Aids — Sapa

.
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New Aids strain in Cyl;rus

NICOSIA — A new strain of the
Aids virus has been found in
Cyprus and its discovery could
prove useful 1n work on a vaccine
or treatments,.a researcher said
yesterday

“Research™ carried out on
Cypriot Aids patients since last
February has 1solated five differ-
ent sub-types of the HIV virus
One has not been previously
1dentified anywhere in the
world,” Dr Evis Pagdatis said

“This will eventually be help-
ful in developing specifie vac-
cines and drugs for each sub-
type,” he added

Dr Pagdatis, 2a member of a re-
search team headed by US-
based molecular biochemist Dr
Leontios Costrikis, said laborato-
ry tests that 1dentified the new
strain were carried out at New
York’s Aaron Diamond Aids re-
search centre, a non-profit med-

1cal orgamisation CT 2 ¢? &‘ Sapa-Reuter

% Cape Times, Thurrsday, February 9 12005 7

The closest known type of the
HIV virus to the one discovered
1n Cyprus 1s a strain found in the
former Soviet Union

Cyprus has a very small num-
ber of Aids sufferers — there
only 197 officially registered car-
riers — but the discovery under-
scores that the Mediterranean
tourist 1sland 15 at a crossroads
for the spread of different types
of the virus that causes Aids —
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@ By EUNI,FE RI

A DRUG that apparrnt y boosts
the immune system of Aids suf-
ferers has been developed by a
South African company which
claims 1t 1s a breakthrough 1n the
treatment of the disease

~ Pretoria pharmacist Mr Roy
van Brummelen said yesterday
| elinical trials of the drug, Equim-
mune, on more than 130 patients
1n the past two years had shown a

*Cape Tmes 'I'hursday, February 91995 3

90% success rate The product
would “1mprove patients’ quality
of life and i1ncrease their lifes-
pﬂﬂ“

Mr Van Brummelen said
Equummune could be on the
shelves within two months 1if the
South African Medicines Control
Council MCC) approved 1t next
month

But MCC chairman Professor
Peter Frolb said in a terse reply to
the statement last night that by

e N e

SA firm claims Aids success

law nto claims were allowed to be
made for the drug until i1t was
registered

“It 1s not acceptable that 1n-
formation about the drug was re-
leased (o the press) in this way
1t can mislead the public

“A medicine must have
passed peer review and carry the
approval of the MCC, before any

public elaim can be made forit”

Prof Folb said the test num-

bers were alse “very small”
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Police co-operation vital - HSRC

‘Legal brothels curb AIDS’

B BY CHERYL HUNTER

Pohce and prostitutes tentatively
agree that controlled prostitu-
tion — with the co-operation of
the police —— may be one of the
most effective methods of curb-
mg the spread of AIDS 1n South
Afrmca, say researchers

Many of the “sex workers™ -
terviewed during recent re-
search by the Human Sciences
Research Council believed that
police co-operation and the lega-
lisation of the sex irade were
vital 1n the combating of AIDS

Johannesburg prostitute,
Penny, told researchers “The
girls don’t carry condoms on
them because if the cops piek
you up for loitermg, not for solc-
iting, but thmk you mght be a
prostitute, they don’t have any
proof untl they find condoms In
your bag, then they use them
agamst you as evidence ”

She said this had prevented
many prostitutes who wanted to

BEATING
CRIME

use condoms from doing so

“The grls are too scared to
walk with condoms 1n their bags
because 1if the cops find them,
they have to pay R300 and go to
court the police force has a
lot to do with many of the prob-
lems,” Penny said

South Afmcan Narcotics Bu-
reau umt commander Major [an
Ralph admitted that this was
true ‘“‘under certain cireum-

stances’
“1f the woman has two con-

ol

doms in her bag it’s okay, but if
she has 20, then 1it's a different
situation ”

Figures reflect Johannesburg
as having the highest incidence
of prostitution and pornography
in South Africa, as well as the
second highest number of AIDS
cases, (KwaZulu/Natal has the
highest) wath more than 500 peo-
ple being infected on a daily
basis

Ralph said legahsation of the
sex trade would make the
spread of AIDS more controll-
able “I would be easter for us
to control prostitution if it was
legalised and we could then
check for medical ceriificates
along with hicences ”

Ralph beheved legal brothels
would report 1illegal establish-
ments and the whole business
could be ‘‘upgraded”’ to an
extent

Johannesburg pimp, Cocaine,
thought that legahsation of the
trade would help to inform peo-

-
—_
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ple of the dangers of AIDS

“They can make a red hght
distriet where the girls do not
leave the premises The clients
will be waiting to take the girls
out and they can also get infor-
mation about AIDS and the use
of condoms there,” Cocaine said

Another pimp, Michael, sad
he would apply for a hcence if
prosiitution was legalised and
added ‘‘Then they (prostitutes)
will h. 2 to have an AIDS test
every so many months and a
general checkup every two
weeKs or 80

A chent, Redmund, was wor-
ried about AIDS and said he
would be happier if he knew the

girls he hired were AIDS-free

“Unless you legahise prostitu-
tuton, you haven't got control
and no one knows "

Other sex workers mentioned
medical aid plans and access 1o

chnics as benefits of a legahsed
trade
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By CHIARA CARTER -
EMPLOYERS’, rights to
~ conduct HIV tests on job
: applicants .are ,to e
“challenged 1n a japg.
mark court case
Ths follows the loss of ca-
- ‘reers, of four young
policemen — gpe of
. ‘whom ,was commended
dor bravery — when
their HIV status was dis.
covered after compy)-
sory testing, :
Minister of Safety and Se-
curity.Sydney Mufa-
" madi and, police Com-
' missioner George Fivaz
.have until the end of the
month to Tespond to pa-

-, Abdurrazack Achmat,
| . -Lawyers for Human
" "Rights, v the Police
. and'Prisons Crvi] Rights
»_ Umion, the South African
. Police . Unmion ang
' sthe Transvaal branch of
.. the -Black Lawyers’
" Association, i
' The ‘applicants want the
" court to rule that the po-
)+ lice force’s refusal- ‘to
. employ, retrain, pro-
" mete or permanently
. .appoint HIV-positive
. People 1 unfair dis.
. Crimination. |
: They“;are - challenging a
" proposed polic<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>