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Asbesto

S P ob

measure

criticised ‘\g
Weekend Post \

Correspondent
CAPE TOWN — Striet en-

| forcement of permuissible

levels of asbestos fibre 1s
not being practised 1n South
Africa, say two doctors

One 18 the head ‘of the
Depariment of Medicine at
the Umversity of Cape

- Town’s Medical School,

Prof S R Benatar

South Africa has lagged
behind the rest of the world
in sefting and enforcing ac-

ceptable asbestos fibre lev-
els 1n the working environ-
ment 1 mines and factor-
1es, say Prof Bematar and
Dr E D Bateman 1n an edit-
orial in the South African
Medical Journal

They call for a review of
the mechamsms by which
compensation 15 awarded
to affected workers

Asbestos fibres released
during the mmng and m-
dustrial processing of as-

hestos are known to cause
lung tumours and cancer if

inhaled continually over a
long period

Until 1975 the permissi-
ble fibre level for South
African ashestos mines and
factories was 45 fibres a
mulliitre This was later re-
duced to/12 and then to five
m 1982 ¢

In theiUnited States the
acceptable level since 1976
has been two fibres a mjil-
Liire
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Mercury Reporter

FIREMEN battled for al-
most three hours to bring
a fire at a Madstone su-
gar mill storage bin under
control on Saturday night.

The blaze — ai the
Torigaat-Hulett mill near

\ Stanger — began at 330

pm when highly explo-
sive sugar dust on a dm;
long conveyor belt to the
bin exploded

Although the cause of
the explosion has yet to
be established, the
group’s public relations
officer, Mr Ron Phiilips,

believes~al u&lecmpgﬁ

fault could have caused
the fire 4 :

L)

Mr Phillips said-al-
though the corrugated
sron bin, used to load pulk
tankers, had been dama-
ged considerably, there
was no sugar i the bin at
the time

By ill1pm the blaze was

under control and produc-
tion was back to normal
using other storage bins

— - ——
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South
workers’ Un
back to March last year
as settled yesterday.
A joint statement re-

teased by the unien an
any said an out-of-

the comp
court settlement had been

»peached _—
This Was hetween the

management of 'Eurnall
and certain workers for- |
merly employed by the |}
company Tollowing lengthy |
negutiatim}é. !
‘The qettlement was
reached-with neither party
?cdnceding the validity of
1 the-case of the other, the

statement sal

33 workers for- | .
m yed by Turpall
Lid alleged the company

had refused {0 negotiate
with them and was guilty

of selective re-employ-

workers made a reques to
- the Industrial Court to be
- reinstated. ’
IR B P o
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An out-of-court settle-
ment was reached yester-
i | day between a Durban
: | asbestos firm and thep
| | South African Allied

' | Workers Union over a|
dispute dating back to
b | last Mﬂfﬂh ¢

m A joint statement re-
leased by the two sides |3
. | said that Turnall Ltd and
- members of Saawu’s
building affiliate who,
were former employees
. of the firm had reached
the out-of-court settles
ment after lengthy nego-
tiations at the recoms
mendation of the presi;
- dent of the Industrial
Court .

- - The seftlement:was
reached with neither side
conceding the vahdity of

é the other’s case )
1

—

—r

———

Turnall dismissed
about 50°' workers 1n
March last year allegedly
over demands for union
recognition ' i
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NELSPRUIT — A woman empzr::l eefwas killed in a Py
massive fire that destroyed thg OK Bazaars here FeTTTIIV GL/VL6T
within two hours yesterday morning,

According to a spokesman for the OK Bazaars in
Johannesburg the dead woman was separated froma |
group of employees vacating the building after the
fire started.

She was found during cleaning operations yestef'-
day Her name has been withheld

“The fire started shortly after the air-conditioning
was switched on,” the OK Bazaars spokesman said
“But an investigation would have to find whether it

was the cause. Some people heard an explosion but
I that could have been anything.” . :

I Damage 1s estimated to be several million rands

¢

y
3

and a new store would have to be built before trading
could start again

{ OK Bazaars will meet employees today to discuss

their future. P N GoTEEeT
Cleaning up operations carried on inio the ) 1813 -Eég
evening

A Nelspruit pelice spokesman said 1ast night arson {S0G61 =bEPUEO.E
was not suspected at this stage Police believed the

| fire may have been “an accident”.
Investigations are continuing, — DDC
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baby, and

Mercury
Reporter
A COMPRESSED air
edestrians, Mrs D
accompanied by her ser-

The steel cylhinder had

The equipment was be-
ing off-loaded at North
Beach for use by another
contractor working on the

\ North Beach groyne when
been propped up against
a wooden fence

Two p
Jones, with her
buku, were passing when

cylinder belonging to
vant, Mrs Annie Masi-
1t exploded

South African Diving
morning, Injuring two

Services exploded on
the North Beach
pavement of the Low-
er Marine Parade 1n
Durban yesterday
pedestrians

the accident oceurred

-—

Damaged

Mrs Jones suffered lac-
erations to her left arm
_and Mrs Masibuku lacer-
ations to her left leg They
were treated in hospital
and discharged The baby
was not injured
The vehicle from which
the equipment was being
off-loaded was damaged
and a part of the wooden
fence was damaged

The forte of the explo-
sion flung a piece of steel
from the aqualung across
the road It landed at the
entrance of the beach of-

s fice on North Beach

The cause of the explo-
sion 1§ not known
' The director of SADS,
Mr John Young, said ‘We
| have not yet determined
the cause of the ¢xplosion
but we are holding an 1n-
house 1nquiry We are
also 1nvestigating in con-
junction with the Depart-
| ment of Manpower’

‘The department con-
trols the use of aqualungs
Iand also conducts regular
safety checks on diving
dquipment According to
their regulations aqua-
luigs must be hydrauli-

| cally tested every four

years and visually in-
spected every year
I

Pitting

« ‘This particular eylin-
der was due to undergo its
legal hydraulic test 1n
1985 However according
to our company policy it
was to have been tested in

the near future,” Mr
'Young saxd

Mr Ian Prosser, a senior
department 1nspector,
confirmed yesterday the

acceident would be 1nvesti-
gated

‘On inspection of the re-
mans of the eylinder, se-
vere pitling was evident

on the i1nside,” said AMr
Prosser

‘By law every aqualung
“must have a record book’
This contains, among oth-
er things, its certificate of
manufacture, the inspec-
tions 1t has had, its re-

pairs and cleaning’
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Two hurt as di

Mail Correspondent

DURBAN — A high pressure
diver’s aqualung, belonging
to the South African Diving
Services, exploded on the
North Beach sidewalk of the
Lower Marme Parade 1n
Durban yesterday morning,
mjuring two pedestrians

,Equipment was ?‘emg off-
loaded at the Nosth seach for
use by another contractor
who was working on the
North Beach groyne when
the accident occured *

The steel aqualung had
been propped up agamnst a
wooden fence

A pedestrian, Mrs D Jones,
her baby and her servant,
Mrs Annie Mazibuko, were
passing when the cylinder
exploded

Mrs Jones suffered lacer-
ations of her left arm and
Mrs Mazibuko lacerations of
her left leg They were
treated mn hospital and dis-
charged The baby was not
mpred

The vehicle from which the
equipment was bemng off-
loaded was damaged and a
part of the wooden fence was
also damaged

The catse of the explosion
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D
61’s aqualun

1 not known

The director of the SADS,
Mr John Young, said yester-
day that the aqualung was
not mtended for use on the
beach but was to be trans-
ported to Vetch’'s Pier for use
by divers at sea

“We have not yet deter-
mined the cause of the explo-
sion but are holding an In-
house inquiry We are also
investigating 1n conjunction
with the Department of
Manpower ”

The Department of Man-
power controls the use of
aqualungs 1n South Aifrica

——lay

F;
’Xpiodes

and also conducts regular
safety checks on diving
equipment

According to their regula-
tions, aqualungs must be hy-
draulically tested every four
years and wisually tested
every year

“This particular cylinder
was due to undergo 1ts legal
hydraulic test in 1985, said
Mr Young

Mr lan Prosser, a senior
inspector of the Department
of Manpower, satd yesterday
that there would be an offi-
c1al mmvestigation
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I?Jlf}&?BI.ANE denly one of the real
wheels shid on the wet
B8 A DRIVER of o hont- o1l and the machme
S ond-loader diggmg a came down with a g
..... aench nest 1o a Dube  thud At this stege 1
shop yesterday escaped  jumped off and was
death when the maehime  {oitundle not to he hit
suddenly lost gip and by amvthimg - he Said
fell causing mMinol
. i The manage! of Rich
RN | damage 10 the shop b Jor Sports  and
Seacrs+ . sl doot S hoolwear stote M
- Jackie Mogoceirance
| My Jacoh Seadne  qad they thanked (rod
wad o+ |who st1ll looked 19 one wasnjured He
5 W™ (o ked onc-and-a-hall G ud he shuddered 1o
REaall | o0 alter the tnadent think what would have
S 4 1t was o miade happenedilitwasaltel
TR hat he sustained no - school because duldren
S unies comi in big numbers o
' ‘ huy stafionery and uni-
I wasbusy uvinglo  forms
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Adress: P.0. Box 978 Telephone:  (012) 217123
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0001
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Lead pO{ on th
2

Thuuﬁlﬂew se}an! a%agre of 1t, lead poison-
Ing 1s a notifiable disease 1n SA In the last
10 years only one case, involving a child,
has been reported Yet a study by Yasmin
von Schirnding of UCT’s Department of En-
vironmental Studies shows that a sigmfi-
cant number of children living near Cape
Town’s city centre have lead levels in their
blood above international safety Limits

Von Schirnding behieves that high atmo-
spheric lead levels may be a sigmficant
factor, particularly as most of the children
with dangerously high lead concentrations
attend schools on busy roads with high traf-
fic densities

Minister of Mineral and Energy Afiairs
P T du Plessis has promised action if 1t 1s
proved that the high lead levels are related
to the lead content of petrol

The study was prompted by earlier data
showing that Cape Town has the ghest at-
mospheric lead levels in the country —
comparable to those in the largest urban
industrial complexes m the world

Von Schirnding says “At one Woodstock
school alone we found that 17% of pupils
had blood lead levels above the US safety
limut of 28 micrograms a decilitre In addi-

tion, there 15 evidence that this lead accu-
mulation 1s affecting their behaviour and
that they could be suffering from
behavioural and metabolic problems

The.e 1s considerable debate as to the
health effects of relatively low level lead
exposure and whether 1t causes intellectual
impairment However, says Von Schirnding
“there 1s no doubt as to the health hazards
of lead exposure at high levels ™

She says that “young children are par-
ticularly vulnerable to lead poisoning
which could result 1n 1rreversible brain
damage One of the other effects 15 a shght
lowering of the 1Q which could have pro-
found effects on the commumnity in later
years "

The study suggests there should be legis-
lation Iimiting the amount of lead in petrol
“The 1deal situation would be to remove all
lead from petrol, but in the absence of this.
to remove it 1n stages from the present
0,836 g/l to 0,15g/l — which 15 the West
German standard and the standard which
Britain and Australia are aiming at”

She also suggests that “legislation be 1n-
troduced hmifing the lead content of cer-
tain paints, and that schools and creches
should not be sited on roads with heavy
traffic flows or next to garages”
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HORSE manure can kll,
according to Durban’s
Med1ecal Officer of Health,
Dr Colin Mackenzie

He warned last week
that horse manure was a
prime carrier of tetanus

spores which could sur- }

vive for up to 30 years in
the soil

His warning was aimed §g

at householders who use

horse manure on lawns 1§

and gardens

Pr Mackenzie didn't
mince his words ‘“Infec-
tions can be caused at any
ttime within 30 years of
manuring your lawn ™ All
it would take to contract
the disease was to receive
a small wound or graze on
the lawn

He explained that the
germ was not of the “i1nva-
sive” sort. It could enter
the body only through
wounds, even compara-
tively minor cuts or a
puneture caused by a
thorn The majority of
cases followed injuries
foo trivial to warrant
medical attention

Though the incidence of
tetanus 1nfections had de-
creased dramatically in
the past decade, Durban
still had the highest num-
ber of cases 1n South
Africa This was the rea-
son King Edward VIII
Hospital was equipped
with the country's best
tetanus umt

The “horse-dropping 1s-
sue” was raised last week
after reports that the Jo-
hannesburg City Council
was considering horse-
back patrols to combat
crime 1n parks

Dr Mackenzie made his
stand on the matter clear
“There 1s no way I can al-
low horses 1n any area
where children play or
sports activities take
place ”

His advice to anyone In
a tetanus area was to en-
sure that they and their
catldren received a repu-
lar anti-tetanus booster
Injection — usually given
every three vears
., The Western Cape 15 re

garded as a fetanus area!

be used

4. Names must be
(e.g. graph paf
examination boo

Any dishonesty w

science

focus
bob moiloy

when a match 15 found,
puts out a signal

This gives the possibil-
ity of high-speed flight at
low altitudes by voice
control only, as might be
required by a mihtary pi-
lot 1n a combat situation

Using the computer, the
pllot could fly the aireraft
with his voice while con-
centrating on other tasks

Tested recently 1n a
specially equipped F-16
fighter, the computer suc-
cessfully recognized 36
different commands Sci-
entists claim the faeility
could be fully operational
within a few years

Meteorites

RARE meteorites discov-
ered 1n Antarctica could
provide clues about life
elsewhere 1n the uni-
verse, according to the
National Science Founda-
tion

Scientists on a project
funded by the foundation
have reported finding 31
meteorifes, 1ncluding
several very rare types
which contained carbon
molecules

Only about a dozen me-
teors containing carbon
have been discovered 50
far Some of them had
molecules of amino acids,
the basic component of
living cells The finds 1n-
dicate that there may be
life elsewhere inn the uni-
verse

The meteorites were
found 1m a mountalnous
area about 500 km from
the South Pole

Fossils

OSSIL remains of a doz-
en previously unknown,
200-miilion-year-old rep-
f1les,were among bones of
24 species discovered last
summer 1n a petrified for-
est 1n Arizona

Among the species
1dentified by secirentists
from Berkeley University,
Cahfornmia, and the Field
Museum of Chicago was

one with 15em teeth, a
1,8m skull and a 13m
body

Paleontologist Robert
Long told newsmen “The
creature probably
welghed 10 tons In tts
time, 1t could have been
the largest living animal
on earth It carried ar-
mour like a tank”

The reptile, named Phy-
tosaurus Rutiodon, prob-
ably spent most of 1ts life
submerged 1n water to

support 1ts body

Pickled fish

SCIENTISTS have found
a remarkable breed of
fish 1n a stream deep 1n a
Scottish forest — an acid-
resistant trout which sur-
vives 1n waters harmful to
other fish

The discovery could be
of vital 1mportance 1n
solving problems caused
by acid rain falling over
large areas of Europe and
North America

The acid rain 1s caused
by massive guantities of
sulphur-dioxide released
into the atmosphere by
power stations, factories,
and households burning
coal and o1l The result 1s
a general rise in acidity
levels 1n rivers, lakes, and
streams

Because of this, fresh-
water fish stocks have

been drastically reduced |

In many areas

The effect of acid water
on fish 1s a rapid loss of
body salts and eventual
death Females are often
unable to release thelr
eggs 1 acid conditions

Researchers say the
discovery demonstrates
that fish are capable of
adaptation Lack of reli-
able records of water
quality going back more
than 20 or 30 years pre-
vented accurate assess-
ment of the time scale of
the adaptation, but recent
work suggested 1t would
take many generations to
accomplish 1n the wild

<> |
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Dropping from a horse can be a very dangémus_ activity — as this
picture shows, but horse droppings pose an entirely difierent kind
of threat.
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s or with any person except the invigilator.
F an answer book is to be torn out

r books must be handed to the commis-
o an invigilator before leaving the exam-

ton and to possible exclusion from
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| called to the shop were pow-

{ morning

By EMIELA JAROSCHEK

A two year old girl was
crushed to death when a safe 1
fell on top of her 1n a camping |-
shop n central Johannesburg |
at the weekend

Rebececa Benjamin of Ist
street, Bez Valiey North, Jo-
esburg was with her
mother, Mrs Ruth Benjamn,
who had gone into the shop.in
Commussioner Street to buy
something when the accident

occired :

touched the delcately bal- |,

The girl had apparentl

anced safe. causing 1t to top-
ple onto her head

She was killed immediate-
ly Ambulance men who were

erless to help the girl or her L
near-hysterical mother

The accident occurred at
about 10am on Saturday

Mrs Benj)amin stayed l
alone 1 a cottage with
Rebeeca ,

'The landlady of the proper-
ty,” who-:asked not to be
Jramed, -yesterday “described *|
Rebecca as an extremegr Po-
lite and intelhgent chil

Mrs Benjamun was un-
available for :comment
yesterday




Bus step3)]
o2
A B

homicidezw
Mail Corresponderit

PIETERSBURG® — '
Lebowa Trananrt hus driver |
was found gmity of culpable |
homicide m the Pietersburg |
Regional Court and sen- §
tenced to 60 days or R120,
suspended for three %:ears :
Mr Willam Mashikinya, §
44, who had pleaded not §
guilty, was found by the court |
to have caused the death of a |
Bassenger who slipped off the §
us steps |
Mr Mashikinya told the
court he had closed the bus §
door before 1t moved off into
the road ‘
The magistrate, however, §
found that the door could not R
have been closed :
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See our advertisement
on Page 24
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Own Correspondent

DURBAN. — A fitter 1s
fighting for his life after
receiving burns when a
fire broke out at the
Shell-BP o1l refinery here
on Saturday

He was i1dentified only
as a Mr Van der Merwe
who was doing mainten-
ance work on the plant
He received burns to 85
pereent of his body and 1s
in the 1ntensive ecare unit
?;:1 St Augustine’s Hospi-

“Mr Van der Merwe 1s
badly burned over most of
his body and 15 critically
111,” a plastic surgeon said
yesterda

Shell- BP’s managing
director 1n Durban, Mr
Peter Tiso, said the fire

had been caused by a

“gasoline fiash” abnut
10.30 am

“It was just one of those
things that can happen at
any time, A flange was
opened and there was an
ignition,” said Mr Tiso,
who estimated damage at
about R2 000,
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Mereury Reporter
A FITTER who was doing
maintenance work at the
Shell-BP o] refinery in
Durban 15 fighting for his
life 1n the intensive care
unt at St Augustine’s Hos-
pital after suffering 85,1
percent burns 1n a blagze »
which broke out at the,
plant on Saturday :
Identified only, as a My T
van der Merwe, the map
will be operated on — as
500n as he has sufficiently s
recovered — by a plastie

surgeon, Mr J H Youngle-
son

r van der Merwe js
badly burned over most of
his body.and s critically
'111 as a result of his in)ur-
1es,” Mr Youngleson said
yesterday

‘It might be some fime
before I can operate * ,

Shell-BP’s managing di-
rector 1n Durban, Mr Pe-
ter Tiso, sard the fire had
been caused by a ‘gaso-
line flash’

" ‘It was just one of those
things that can happen .at
any time A flange was
opened and there was an
| 18mtion,’ said Mr Tiso
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Three mjured

scaffolding falls

Staff Reporter Injuries

THREE workers were 1n- The foreman of the _
jured yesterday — gne of Crew dismantling the
them seriously — when scaffolding, Mr A Daniels,

the scaffolding they were said that a burst under- -
drsmantling alongside the ground water pipe direct-

Southern Life Association ly under the legs of the
puilding 1n Dean Street, scaffolding had softened

Newlands, fell three stor- the ground and this was
eys to the ground believed to have been the
One of the men, Mr cause of the fall
Picter Koordom, who was “The one side of the
halfway up the scaffold- seaffolding came away _
g when 1t collapsed, was from the wall after a rope
trapped 1n the wreckage securtng the seaffolding
and had to be freed by to the building had — -
members of the Metro snapped, and .the whole
Rescue Unit, an ambu- lot fell sulew%lys to the
lance spokesman said ground,” Mr Daniels said
The other two men, Mr  Tne men Wors taken to '

Hendrik Lew:is and Mr Victoria Hospital

Trans Booysen, were at MI Lewis and Mr Booy-

the top of the scaffolding S¢DB were treated and dis-

and recewved only minor charged _
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Worker -
in dea

lM’G.n‘.a 2 g
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Staff R

A CONSTRUCTION
worker was found dead
today at the bottom of a
service duct shaft at a
post office microwave
and automatic telephone
buliding being erected in
Durban Road, Bellwnille

He had apparently fai-
len about two storeys to
his death nearly 24 hours
earlier

The name of the dead
man, a Transker migrant
worker, 18 being withheld
until his next-of-kin have
been nofified

His colleagues found
his body 1n the basement
when they arrived on the
site today

A spokesman for the
construction company
said the man’s absence
was noticed yesterday at
about 5 pm

At the time no atten-
tion was paid as a num-
ber of winrkers had been
sent home early because
of the rain
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ILb ﬁﬁ;cts to ehsé

GENEVA - The Interna-
tional Labour Organmsation
(ILO) has limited work on vi-
sual display screens to a
maximum four hours a day to
protect employdes’ health
The UN agency also or-
dered a mandatory 15-min-
ufe break after every 90 min-

utes' work on the electromc
unifs,

Personne] wiil recewve an
eye test every year, the ILO
said, and 1f necessary be
transferred without preju-
dice to another job

Last year the ILO reported
regular use of the screens

- Ll

TS T

tfg‘i)gn ‘@‘aﬁrs

caused eye 'strain, backache
and headaches

“The main stress factor 1s
the frequent switching of
eyes from the copy to the
keyboard, screen and back —
up to 33000 head or eye
%Ig}rements aday,” it said —

'lm-ﬁr




= gyt r o - ml — I" Hay -
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JOHANNESBURG — A B
worker was killed and
” another slightly 1njured B
In an explosion 1n the
detonation-fuse plant at
the Modderfontein ex- _
plosives factory on the
East Rand yesterday |.
afternoon, a spokesman —
for AECI said
The cause was being
investigated by a board
) of inquiry, but sabotage
had been ruled out, he
said
Damage to the plant
was minimal and pro-
. duetion would not be
affected — SAPA B
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WINBHOEK = Three

dockworkers died and 2
Spanish seaman was ad-
mitted to hosprtal with ser-
Ous burns sustdined in 2
blaze on board a fishing
trawler 1n Walvis Bay har-.
bour, a spokesman for the
vessel's agents said loday

The names of the dead
were not released

According to provisional
estimates, damage running
to several million rand was
caused

The fire on the trawler,
the Betanzos, broke out late
yesterday while repaurs
were being carried out n

the hold, the spokesman
said

It was understood that a
number of ecartons caught
alight and the flames quick-
ly spread throughout the
ship

Firemen have been bat-
thng for nearly 30 hours to
put out the fire and by late
this afternoon the Betanzos
was still smouldering

The full extent of the
damage to the trawler
could not be assessed be-
cause of the intense heat,
but reports said the 1nside
Structure of the vesse] had
been destroyed — Sapa
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By CARLO MERCORIO

A CONTAINER carrying
highly corrosive phospho-
rous tetrachloride had to be
unloaded from the con-
tainer ship SA Helderberg
at the Port Elizabeth har-
bour today after fumes
were seen escaping from it
in transit from Cape Town

The container, contain-
Ing drums of the chemucal,
was bound for Durban

QOfficals from the Port
Captain’s office, the South
African Railways Fire De-
partment and crews from
the Cape Ambulance Res-
cue Service, were on hand
at the container berth when
the ship docked at 7am

The chemical, from

Southampton in England,
were destined for a chem-

Cheihita

'spring a leak( s

cal plant 1n Sasolbhurg

Chemical engineers,
weanng special protective
clothing and breathing ap-
paratus, opened the con-
tainer which had been un-
loaded soon after the ship
docked

The engineers flew from
Sasolburg specially for the
task

As the container was
opened, fumes billowed out

The entire load of 80 200-
kilogram drums was labo-
riously unloaded, partly by
forklift and partly by the
chemical engineers and
firemen

A spokesman for the Port
Captain’s office said the
leaking drums would be
disposed of and the rest of
the consignment reloaded

today to discuss the report Immwm-wmim_ﬂ | in a hole | was dying
. T s
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Chemical engineers, clothed in protective garments and wearing breathing apparatus, Inspect
a container of corrosive phosphorous tetrachloride which had to be unloaded at Port Elizabeth
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Don’t miss our new edition!

A NEW Uitenhage/Despateh edition of the

Evening Post will be published daily (Mon- up

day to Friday) from Monday, February 14

NOREEN SUTCLIFFE (right) will be
the Eivening Post’s full-time representa-
tive in Uitenhage Her office is at 223c

Caledon Street (w 25748)

She is already in Uitenhage getting to
know people and preparmng for the
area’'s own daily

Uitenhage/Despatch
edition

One of the meost popular features in the
Evening Post is Robin Stevenson’s It’s All

which ecarries bits

Happening column,

and pieces about events that are coming

A similar feature carrying only items of
Uitenhage and Despaich interest will
appear in the new edition

So 1f you have any happenng from Feb-
ruary 14 you would lhike publicised,
Robin Stevenson know, either by writing to
him at “Ultenhage/Despatch Happenings”,
Box 1121, Port Elizabeth 6000, or telephon-
ing him at x 523480, extension 414

And don't forget to telephone Noreen
Sutcliffe with news tips Or, better still,
pop in to the Evening Post’s Caledon Street
office to say hello

", i — A

Harbour today after certain drums had developed leaks In transit from Cape Town to Durban.

R220 000 paid for two
storey Mill Park home

1

Post Repaorter

A PRICE of R220 000 has been paid for an eight-roomed
double storey Tudor style house in Mill Park

According to an estate agent, Mr Martin Nieburg, the
gracious home, which 1s sitnated on 0,2 hectare of ground
in Eaton Road, was bought by a local professional man.

It was built sn 1949 as a replica of the original owner’s
home 1n England, was owned by Mrs Selma Brodie who put
11 on the market last August

The house features bandecarved stonework in the living
roomt, teak fixtures and ducted air conditioming in the
upstairs rooms and a roof of Canadian shingles

It has a pool, garden, double garage and overlooks the
Port Elizabeth Golf Course, There are four bedroooms and
two bathrooms and a very spacioys entrance hall

let
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Political Staff

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
— Mr Peter Soal, Progres-
sive Federal Party MP for
Johannesburg North,

made his maiden speech
in Parliament yesterday.

Mr Soal was elected to
Parliament 1n a by-elec-
tion 1n Ocfober last year
following the resignafion
of -Mr Kowie Marais, sit-
ting MP since 1977

Mr Soal made his par-
lhamentary debut during
the Second Reading De-
bate on the Machinery
and Occupational Safety
Bill,

Replying to the debate,
the Minister of Manpower

Utilisation, Mr Fanie
Botha, congratulated Mr
Soal on his maiden
speech and wished him a
successful parliamentary
career

In his speech, Mr Soal
sald there was mounting
concern for the protec-
tion of health and safety
and he.therefore -wel-
comed the establishment
of the Adwvisory Council
for Qeccupational Safety
He referred fto the “dis-
tressing news” that a 10-

year-old Vereeniging girl

had had both hands am-
putated by a serap metal
press, He hoped the hill
would help prevent such
accidents,
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'Bill aims_a
safety for”-

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY — The Machmery and Occu-
pational Safety Bill was aimed at providing for the
safety of people at their places of work, the Minister of

Manpower, Mr Fanie Botha, said yesterday

Introducing the debate on the bill’s second reading,
Mr Botha said 1t would also cover the use of machin-
ery and establish an advisory couneil for occupational

safety,

“This bill 15 dependent for its 1mplementation on
the principle of tripartism — that 1s, co-responsibility
of employers, employees and the State, with maximum

self-governance,” he said

“Accordingly, the bill provides for the establishment
of an advisory council, consisting of representatives of
the government, employer interéests and employee 1n-

ferests, and protects the general public ”

High safety standard ‘essential’

“It is essential that South Africa maintains a high
standard 1n the working environment The bill gives
effect to the government’s earnest resolve to ensure

physical fsafety and good hygiene 1n the workplace,”
, Mr Botha said * oo,

Expressing the Official Opposition’s support for:the
bill, Mr A Savage (PFP Walmer) said 1t was to be wel-
comed, as 1t accepted that 1t was the government’s re-
sponsibility to ensure the safety of all workers

“For the first time farm and domestic workers will
be given some protection as well

Safety comittees ‘very important’

. The establishment of safety commuttees 1s also very
Important, But there 15 room for improvement ”

Sai‘ei&y Eepresentatwes shuu&d 1I:lzua %Ieli:te:li and not ap- WARNING

pomnied by management, and the hill also made no ‘ i

provision for the training of these safety representa- jwill be 1 No books, notes, pieces of paper or other mat?rlal

tives, he said 2d for may be brought into the examination room uniless
e 1 T Roux (CP Brakpan) said his party wel- | gyich candidates are so instructed.

:E?Ewu?ﬂd iﬁﬁpﬁ? I%h?emﬁ?ﬁ’sa té?ﬁﬂﬁ"iia“iﬂﬂ;“ safely 2. Candidates are not to comm:g;citti ;ﬁ:ﬂ?gﬂ?ﬂ?
“It 1s healthy legislation which provides for a good (1) of candidates or with any person excep .

];i.artnliershlp:i between the State, employer and employ- fiestion 3 No part of an answer book 1s to be torn out.

ee,” he said, - o
The hllllWaS read a second time — Sapa_— _ 4. All answer books must be handeld tonthihtéﬁg;{l:ﬁ‘
3 Blueor black ink must be useu 1ur YvirnuEen SWers sijoner or to an |n'u|g||ato|’ before leawvi g

The use of a ball point pen 1s acceptable. Red or ination.
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~Father of two

drowns i
ARCY S -

Staff er !

A LABOUEER " has

drowned after falling.

into a dam-on a farm at
Raithby, near Firgrove,

‘Mr Isak Blom, 45, a fa-
ther of two, was found
floating in'the muddy |,
water'yesterday

Mr Blom lost his ‘bal- &
ance and fell i the-dam’
while'tethermg a horse !
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on deadlyiléa

-

d
and using breathing apparatus, n;lmene
Mail Correspondent Moquday afternoon m M the container o
FELIZABETH — Port El fst 1t was thought that the gas They said they found the chemic -
ors lces were alerted and could explode 1if it came mto contact  p ok 'can cause severe burns and can be
emergen{:zxseeﬁs from Sasolburg flown with moisture, but this fear proved damaging 1f inhaled — Jeaking from
;:1111 i?llfaandlepa deadly chemical %eakmg groundless

three drums
from drums aboard a contamer siIp  ‘The sp docked in Port Elizabeth at

Mr Scholtz and Mr Odendaal said they
yesterday. 7 30am yesterday had had m0 D

roblems removing the
' Railways Police, thF‘i harbour fire d:,; Two ambulances, an emergency  drums, except for the heat they had to
partment and ambulances were

tectave suits

¢ vehcle and a fire engin®  epdure in their pro

standby while two experts worked for ?E":.lg T:nstandby at the harbour’s con- One ambulance flfemaélgg ?ﬁviﬁggﬁ

four hours to remove 80 drﬂmshuf a tamer security area for the Egnur hours they

l;lghﬁ -c%rruswe chemical, phosphorus The experts, Mﬁ J tcgsghultz and Mr S thgIl hthSA Hel which apparentl

e Odendaal, arrived at vam Age during the incident,
The alarm was given when crew 4 of gas filled the ar when the suffered n g ng the e

me“ff Eg?s ?éal?ll:g Eil‘.tl‘g:nséa c;{niﬁlelg?*ezﬁ men::drESEEﬂglﬂ yellow protective suts  left fog WHrban yesterday
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Post Reporter '

SEVENTY-SEVEN drums’
of .the contajper consign-
1 ment of 80 drums: of 3 '

Corrrosive chemiea], phos-
pPhorous trichloride, which

Container. ship, §A
Helderberg, in an , emer-
SC1ICY operation at the Port
Ehzabeth contamer herth
on Tuesday, Jeft Port Eliza-
beth in twg trapnsport
trueks for Sasulburg
| Yesterday -

Ported by road to the AECI
chemea] Company n
Sasolburg i
The' chemieg] r:nmp"hny
decided o transport the
undamaged drymg by ‘road
in two Speciaily equipped

of further leakage, -

arrive at ther destination
later today,

The remaining  three
drums, wheh developed
| leaks m trapg from.Cape
- Town on Monday, were de-
Stroyed and thegr Coptents |
thrown mto gapd

—_—————
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925 000 volt
20

%@éut

sho cfﬁ

f
mait
DURBAN — A 22-year-old
South African Transport Ser-
driver, Mr
van Bﬂjnnf survived a 25 000-
volt elecirical shock at Rich-
ards Bay this week

A spokesman for Sats said
Mr van Biljon had chmbed on
to the top of s unit and had
madvertently touched over-

viCes

head wires

His survival has astounded
engineers The overhead

endrick

cables can draw as much as

1 000 amps,

Mr van Biljon was taken to

mu

husintal in Empangem with
tipie burns His condition

was reported as satisfactory

“His clothes were burned
right off hum, only a shirt cuff
was left around his wrist and
a piece of material around
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y mmission of Inquiry’int Occupational {;,g Bt
S e ; |
1
-_rj? D & » G}n ,gg . l ?? |
- M r M § BARNARD asked the I
| Mimster of Health and Welfare 119 WEDNESDAY, 1€
g . g
WhEthEr ﬂﬂ}’ . 1 . S
- of the recommendat y
1ons nf k ! wer was lack- N
| the Commussion of Inquiry into Occupa 3 No, the necessary legal powe ;
Efl‘lféﬂlt Heaﬁh. 325 referred to in his reply tn "i ng
- sion No 21 on 9 S L
] eptember 19R1 J .
weie implemented during plgaz £ Lr1 Commisston of Inquiryhintﬂ Occupational |
— . ;:"J “Et! 1f so, (a) which recommendations Lo Heall _
| * Implém)fflz)tegl]en and (1) how were they ' 6 Dr M S BARNARD asked the .
T Minster of Health and Welfare
* tThe -—-- |
; ’ WFE'T Fimlzd[!'NmTER OF HEAITH AND : ts‘* Whether the mterdapartmental dis- ,
- , l : cussions with a view to reaching Cﬂﬂﬁens;lﬁ B
o | > ' or the recommendations made by Ei* |
J ? Comnussion of Inquiry into Occupatlmn?ﬂ ’
- — ! Health, as referred to n his rep {98‘1 I
- E Questton No 21 of 9 Septemberh .
- have been concluded, if so, with what 1 -
% sult, 1f not, when are such discussions €X e
E pected to be concluded”
I - _ 3 ND -
i The MINISTER OF HEALTH A
X l WELFARE
: - 1
Yes, the Mimster of Manpowel has u;-l
; troduced the Machinery and Occupﬂlmllth
| ; Safety Bill and the Department of Hea
G - > d Welfare 1s busy draftmg legislation on
U j occupational medicine v,
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[Man hurt in sil o fall

| EAST LONDON — A Transport Services Sys-
man was seriously tems manager here, Mr
jured when he fell B m A J Jonker, said Mr
from a grain elevator at Leon- Pretorius injured
the harbour here yester- his head and pelvis and

L

—r— — ——

day broke an arm"”‘f‘“
The South African — 1‘3]31:1
F . Dlé"%;klv {77'/33 @f
R
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That 1t s 2 dog's life being @ postman
Durban® Last vear 131 postmen were
nipped vou-know-where while doing
iheir rounas Districts where postmen
most fear 1¢ tread include Chatsworth

and Reservoirr Hills
¥ |
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}l ost Reporter ;.1

7 "i:.hfri?: b
THE: condation of Mr Bavii \.
Abe, an employee of ol
chemical, drum cleanmng .
companyin Paterson Road B4
who'is in the intensive care:
un:t of the Livingstone Hos-
patal,” has improved, a

| spokesman for ‘the hospital

said today,
Mr Abe,' whom police be-

| lieve can help them in their

mvestigations mto the
death of three employees of
the firm and two women

| found dead near. the prem-

ises, is conseious '

He: camnot ispeak but.
shows-signs of understand-
ing speech, - o

The police, who suspect
that the victims drank pure
aleohol from a drum, are
still waiting for the resylts
of the post mortems which )
were sent to Cape Town for

detailed analysis,
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Brunkhu;stspruit man has,
thad' both his hand$ torn off*
by a machine in an accident
at a brickyard in the town._

= Mr Freddie Mouton, 26,
who ' had just joined the
brickworks, apparently
caught his hands i a mach-
i inefwhile tryng to extract
some clay from it. -

He was rushed tothe HF

; Verwoerd Hospital in Pre-

toria, tugether with parts-of

his hands Doctors failed in

an operation Iasting sev-

eral hnurs to sewithe hands
back on. s a’;‘ii',#}

- He was said to have lost a
lot of bldod intthe accident,
and his eundltinn was
causing eoncern, — Sapa |
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SECUNDA — A new safety
record, 5-mllion man hours
worked without trme lost due
to injuries, was reached by
Sasol Two at Secunda at 7am
yesterday, according to Mr
Willem de Waal, general
manager (operations)

It 15 the first time 1n the

F.d
—afAe T T
Ty " H
Sad vt s 3"_‘5__*_"’ L ~
3 oL d

+ & - '” *

hstory of the Sasol Group of
cumEames that the 5-milhion
mark has been exceeded
The one-million mark has
been exceeded 15 times since
operation activities started
in 1979 The two-million
mark has been exceeded six
times, and the three-million

and four-million marks
{wice

The .previous record of
4 100 009 man hours worked
without time lost due to 1n-
Juries at Sasol Two was set
up on January 21 last year —
Sapa
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A ydowi lon details |{.
of a ﬂre» whmh raged at |.
the Atomm Energy
Buard’s Pelindaba head-
quarters, last mght has °
been urdered by the-
bﬂal‘d oy v 3 *e

clam

It. is: beheved at-least"
fuurﬁ- Pretuna umumclpal
fire: *engmes s;were> called
out to-the flI'E m une of
the Atomic Energy Board
buildings, anﬂ pohce*cars
and ambulances were on
standby’ A curdun was
thrown around. the.area

and access*prumbﬁed -1,

Sapa‘ ﬁ‘r IL 11 " '-:5 ;\‘ Vay

.r i gp——

L. -_—
Iy
i A
¥ -
bl .
~ a.
1Mﬂ_ L
. g
1"”1 N - T
T
w7



* Mall Reporter

A MAN was killed, and four
people seriously injured
when a‘truck loaded with |
bricks hurtled down the M1 I
off-ramp west of the Uni-
versity of the Witwaters-
rand, ploughed across Em- ,
pire Road, then overturned
and smashed 1nto a car

Empire Road was cordoned j
off by semior Johannesburg
Traffic officials as work- .
ers tried to'clear the road !

[ of about 4000 bricks, the
15-ton truck and a wrecked
white sedan

Two labourers who had been

{ travelling on the back of
the truck were flung off
and buried beneath the |
bricks which were hurled |
from the overturning 1
vehicle A'passenger in the
lorry was killed |

Johanneshurg’s traffic chief,
Mr John Pearce, was on
the scene mnutes after the
accident happened ‘yester-.
day at'l50pm , ' -

A witness to the accident,' Mr.
Gilbert Martin, said the
truck had been travelling ,
down the off-ramp at “a .
very hugh speed” .

Failing to negotiate thé bend, |
1t hit a car, seriously injur-"
ing the woman driver, and
crashed across the ‘centré
i15land of Empire Rd wing-
mg a lamp-post . ¢

The . mjured driver’ of'.the’
truck, still conscioustafter
the: accident, said ‘'the
vehucle’s brakes had failed 1

1 T
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Mﬂrcury Reporter

SIX ﬁre~f1ght1ng heroes of
a chemaical fire at a
Pinetown factory got-their
rewards yesterday when
they were given shares 1n
the company Lot

The fire, which broke
out ' a chlorine tablet
plant 1n a swimming pool
chemical factory on
Thursday, was extin-

| guished by the si1x employ-

ees who rushed into the
smoke and gas filled room

' with extinguishers

At a ceremony at the
factory yesterday, share
certificates worth R100
each were presented to
Mr. Bongikosi Xesibe, Mr
Amos Nzimponde, Mr
Danny Kellerman, Mr Jay
Haripersad, Mr Vitalis

| Bulose, and Mr Doyl
I Mboyi, b}r the managing

dlrectﬂr of Swimline

South Africa, Mr John
Puttergill

» ‘Braving 1ntense heat
and strong gasses, my men
extinguished a'fire that

- could easily have de-

stroyed the entire
premises

‘Thirty tons of inflam-
mable‘raw materals were
stored 1n the adjoining
room If that had gone up
we-might just as-well have
sat back and watched the
place burn down.

‘Chlorine 1s a highly
flammable material
which can be spontane-
ously 1ignited by many or-
ganic substances, but I
helieve yesterday’s-fire
was sparked off by static
electricity,” he said

A spokesman for the
Pinetown Protection Ser-
vices confirmed there had

-,-beenwarg.flre, but was not |

prepared to comment on
the issue, |
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A timebomb that could have wupad out a suburb, was the way fire ufﬁ;mls described this leaking petrol
tanker that crashed near aniglng yesterduy Petrol vapour was bled off and burned to avert an

explosion, S ]Q‘A/ E 3
%) Disastet aver e(/i

reiniodi ag crashed tanker
spews out petrol

what mlght ‘have ‘been /South
the leaking area 1n ¢ase of an

Africa’s worst disaster had a

tanker carrying petroleum ex-
explosion and burned off thou-
sands of litres of petrol vapour

ploded when- 1t overthrned at
mto the night air

high speed !
Fire department officials

According to a senior fire de-
partment officer from Vereenig-

were on stand-by at the scene as
the vapour burned. They began

ing, the Indian suburb of Rosh-

nee would have been destroyed
the operation — at a cost of hun-
dreds of thousands of rands — at

By Mike Cohe
Crime Reporte

told to move away from the
danger area and were only al-
lowed to return to theirr homes
at sunset when fire department
officials decided the area was
out of danger. Late last mght,
curious residents were still
gathered watching the burmng
petrol vapour. Several times
firemen doused the veld with

1n the explosion ,

“Only a miracle saved the
SUhurb and the people,” the
spokesman sajd

At least tvgo square Kkilome-
tres of resigential area would
have been ﬁped out The tank-
er, Whlﬂh! was travelling at

about 80 Lim/h; failed to negoti-
ate a r1gﬁt-hand turn and top-
pled over The tank sprung a
leak and fire department offi-
cials were rushed to the seene to
avert a disaster.

Only a small spark would
have ‘been needed to ignite the
28 000 ] of petrojeum |

Almost immedately, techni-
cians from the Mobil Q11 compa-
ny were sent to the scene to as-
sist the firemen About half of
t'he petroleurn was pumped mto
iaru:ltlilﬁl:' tanker but the fire de-
b partment and technicians were
left wath the problem of a Ieak-

about 5 pm yesterday By dawn
today they were still burning
the vapour.

The fire department spokes-
man said the energy emitted by
the burning vapour was more
than that used by a Boeing 747
on take-off,

Traffic police threw a 3km
cordon around the endangered
suburb Roadbloeks were
manned by police and traffic of-
ficials while the petroloeum was
being transferred to the second
tanker

Residents living nearby were

outside a nearby petrol station
to prevent anyone gomng near
the danger area.

ficial at the scene described the
crippled tanker as a “potential
fimebomb ”

high-powered jets of water
when the flames hegan burning
the dry grass.

Police manned a roadblock

The senior fire department of-

He estimated the petrol va-

pour would burn for at least
14 hours.

He said the driver was lucky

not have been hurt as the tanker
had narrowly.missed an elec-
tricity pylon when it crashed

ing tanker with 14 0001 of petrol
still left inside
They 'used water to cnnl uff

evacuated by the officials when
the- potential danger was rea-
lised Hundreds of people were

- .
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By Mike P

1

TOP Natal inaustri

alists and person-

nel chiefs were given the first detailed
indication this week of what the gov-
ernment has 1n store over changes {o
the old Factories Act.

In the hot seats, answering a

tions confidently and with

barrage of ques-
a surprising sense of hu-

mour, were two executives of the Department of

Manpower 1n Pretoria,
tor of labour relations) an
tories inspector)

The centre of atten-
tion at the semunar, or-
ganised by the Natal
Chamber of Industries,
was the basic conditions
of employment and ma-
chinery and occupation-
al safety legislation
which will become law
later this year

It 1s a rationalised
and up-dated form of
the Factories Act, al-
though most of the pro-
visions of the existing
legislation will stay in-
tact

“We had to keep 1n

mind the rights and
privileges of those 1n
the work place, and we
have been able to make
some subtle changes
particularly in the field
of employment of
women,’’ said van
Noordwyk.
It has been classtfied
as the Magna Carta for
female workers as sex
diserimination 1 terms
of conditions of service
have been abolished —
except when it comes to
pregnancies Women will
not be allowed to work
four weeks before they
are due to give birth and
for eight weeks after-
wards.

In fact, the new legis-
1lafion will now encom-
pass thousands of people
who were not covered by

| the old law

| m:{eased

Y they normally work, de-
3 Spltﬂ | t-h

. erofilm nstead of'gather-
' 1ng dust and: taking' up

Among the points |
made by Van Noordwyk
were R

N
® Victimisation
penalties have been in-

L]
)

F *I
® (Company;records'
can now he kept on mi-

unnecessary. space 1n
stureruurms

. ® "Certificates of |
 service must be given to
employees when they
leave a job. ﬁ{,; RN

® A tightersrein:1s
to be kept on labour, bro-
kers, many of whoméven

i}

Mike van Noordwyk (direc-

d Gus Weich (chief Fac-

might be moving from
company o company m
the course of thewr con-
tract work

Problems are antici-
pated, but Van Noordwyk
explained that disputes
over mndividual workers
as to which industry they
might belong, can be
taken to the industrial
court for a determina-
tion
® The 53 unregistered
trade umons n the coun-
try will now be able to
make use of the concil-
liation machinery which
ex1sts for registered

unions
“We have had a very

good response from the
unregistered unions on
this maiter,” said Van
Noordwyk. “Only one
told us to go to hell”

® There will be no
more compulsory over-
time Any overtime that§
is considered by the em-
ployer to be regularly
necessary must be writ- §

ten into the contract of §

the employee hefore he
starts the job.
Details given by Weich
of the new safety legisla-'
tion mcluded. A

® The formation, of

1 I

an advisory council for §

occupation safety com-
prising representatives of
employers and employee,
with

topics -

"":;*__'ul_..._u- - bl

' operate from the back of gt

bakkies on building sites
They will be required |

to provide their workers E

with the benefits related
to the industry m which

fact .that the

—ah l‘l'l‘

|

technical experts §
I e i) H H (P
co-opted whenever:neces- §
sary to deal with specific B,
1t J-.l"'i | Ll 1 s

® The appomntment

of safely representatives
on the shop floor to 2 |
ratio of one to every 50
workers

«If we do nothing else
in the next two years we
wiil enforce these two
factors,” saxd Weich

® [No-one may sell
machinery 1n future
which does not comply
with South African safety
regulations, and this m-
cludes imports

® The Miustry may
appomnt local authorities
to assist the depariment
in enforeing the new reg-

ulations This could be ;
sqme time off because of [

'the finances involved

® The powers of
factory mspectors are 10
be extended to the level |
where he can stop any
machine or process (both |
mechanical and chemi-
cal) which he might deem
dangerous to the worker.

® For injuries to
workers caused on the
job through negligence
and not necessarily the
direct contravention of §
the regulations, a emn-
ployer can be fined up to §
R4 000 or jailed for up to §
two years, or both. ‘-
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Many types of industrial
work are, by therr nature,
pretty filthy
Some people work 1n
cnvironments so conta-
minated they have to
wear thick proteective
clothing even m the swel-
tering heat of summer I
have visited industrial
;plants in Britain and here
which were so noisy that

workers were often stone
deaf.

Nowadays, under 1n-
dustrial regulations, ear-
muffs have to be worn o
the worker forfeits any
compensation should he
one day suffer hearing
loss.

Even so, many young
workers refuse to wear
them because they say

- I_
il "

1t’s “sissy” Neither are
they taught to appreciate
what a terrible and lone-
ly handicap deafness is
Charles Dickens, one
feels, would find some of
the conditions prevailing
in factories very famil-
1ar dirt, dross, 1nade-
quate Irght, foul odours,
awrborne dust, and, often
enough, gases and fumes
which, over a period, can
lead to fatal diseases
" Some years ago town
planner Nola Green of
Johannesburg pointed out
how 1t was often quute un-
necessary for factory en-
vironments to be so un-
pleasant
At the time a great
deal was being done by
architects for office
workers There were, and
still are, specialists in of-
fice decors, designers
trying to perfect the of-
fice chair, specialists
working on white sound
and pink sound, even
firms specialising 1n of-
fice plants |
Escom spent R2” mil-
hon on its “hanging gar-
dens” at Megawatt ‘Park
Since then office gardens
have become” common-

place

— e T

But factory workers
were largely ignored In
the Johannesburg area
one can see factory and
warehouse workers sit-
ting on filthy pavements |
to eat thewr lunch among -
parked trucks

Nola Green felt that
not enough was being;
done to ensure that the
indusfrial worker spent

4 - H
. . . ._.. L

his eight hours a day in
an atmosphere designed
for humans rather than
simply for machinery
That might be difficult 1n
a plant pounding out
large girders, but there
should still at least be
somewhere to retreat to
during breaks.
Now, at last, we might
be getting somewhere
Last year the National
Bulding Research Insti-
tute of the CSIR held a
seminar on the environ-
mental design of fac-
tories I was one of many
who learned of it only
after 1t was all over. But
what augurs well for the
future 1s that i1t was still
so well attended many
could not get in and they
have petitioned for an-
, other
/  The NBRI has Mﬂﬂ set
a repeat two-day se-
mmnma mwu March 10 and
11 The seminar 1s aimed
at architects, engineers
Amd industrialists - - 4
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Staff Reporter 5
.SEVEN men were 1
re {ravelling 0

d between

C " ) 2 %,
Sfruck m
n the Agler-

] at

red wilen
verturned 0

which they we
Malmesbury and Paar

Perdeberg roa
nam yesterd
The men,
firm busy on a wa
way from the Nyang
accident occurred
One of the
were Serious
r injuries and were
Paarl Hospital.
the driver,
k about 15km
turned, throwing

an engineermg

ployed by
n their

ect, were O
ork site when the

all‘ labourers em
ter pipeline proj
3 hostels to a W

red and four
ty-two men T€-
harged after {reat-

lost
d that
the

s entically mju
injured. T

men wa
others
ceived mino
ment at the

it 1s behieved that
control of the
the truck over
ground

Mr Jack Klaas, 43,
from Paarl an
the labourers to




et

'S SOn-1n-law

y Said Mr
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Youth(ﬁz):

cr
"3 ath

A 17-year-old Eerste Rav-

er youth was crushed to’

death 1n Observatory last
Wednesday mght when a
towbar he was holding to
keep two trucks apart
collapsed, causing the
trucks to crash into each
other

Melvin Moses of Wilde-
beest Street, Kleinvle,
died immediately

According to the po-
lice, a lorry broke down
in Mamn Road Observa-
tory Another lorry
stopped and the drivers
decided to use a fowbar
between the two

Melvin was ask to hold
it in postion but 1t col-
lapsed before the lorries
were connected

#——_—é'
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Inquiry bein

Mail Reporter

| INVESTIGATIONS have be-
gun o the death of a semor
Kelvin power station worker
who was killed by a fire ex-
tinguisher, according to the
city electrical engineer of
Johanneshurg

The engmeer, Mr Wessel
Barnard, told the Rand Dauly
Mail yesterday the assistant
shift superintendent at the
Kelvin power station, Mr
! Graham Scott, died at the
Kempton Park Hespital on
Monday shortly after arrival

He said “A small fire had
started in the basement at

X0
g

fire extinguisher death

m

w‘hemivl n

the power station about 8am
on Monday Mr Scott used a
fire extinquisher in an at-
tempt to put the fire out
“He apparently activated

the fire extinquisher which |

exploded and injured him se-
riously There were no other
people nearby when the mnci-
dent happened”

He said investigations
were bemg conducted by 1n-
spectors of factories, the
South African Bureau of
Standards and the manufac-
turers of the hre extin-
quisher They had never had
a similar  accident
previously

-
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Pieterm!i?';ﬁlhtl?rl gu.?egh

mto a container of hot

here 3

transferred to rdendale
Hospital 1n @ satisfactory

condifion

In another secident yes-
terday, a plack man was

i Church Street and was
up over by a cal .

runoverasl
.
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2 surviw}e
as cradl@,‘w.
collapses

Staff k ‘e%r?y

A BUILDING woerks
20 floors to safety on a
steel rope from a high-
rise building on the Sea
Point beachfront today,
after the cradle in which
he was working col-
lapsed

His fellow worker, who
was 1jured and trapped
20 floors up on Mutual

Place opposite the Sea |

Point Pavilion, was res-
cued by members of the
Sea Point fire brigade
after a nerve-wracking
30 minutes

Both men were taken
to Somerset Hospital
The man who slid down
the steel rope was badly
cut on his arms and
hands The full extent of
his injuries 18 hot known

“RUMBLE”

The workers were em-
ployed by SGB Building
Equpment (Pty) Ltd A
spokesman for the com-
pany refused to comment
on the accident

An 1nterior decorator,
Mr Achmat Sabam, who
was working 1n a flat on
the 20th floor described
the mncident

“] heard a rumble and
went on to the balcony |
The cradle was dangling
by one cable with a man
chinging to 1t

“The gondola fell
against the bmlding with
hum still holding on fo 1t
Fortunately he didn’t let

(Turn to Page 3, col 7)

by, T

T

2 sur&iv
4%%3’ f{'ﬂm'} ﬂgs /

go otherwise he would
have been a goner

“We managed to tie
him to one of the con-
crete pillars on the face
of the building We had to
dismantle the louvre
frames 1n the flat win-
dow to reach lnm

“He remained tied to
the concrete pillar 20
floors up for about half
an hour Members of the
Metro Unit and the fire
brigade managed to pull
him through a narrow
opening of about 25 cm

“The man wasn’'t un-
conscious,: but we could
see he was suffering
from shock I believe the
other man shd to safety
down a steel cable”

Describing the rescue
of the second man, a do-
mestic worker mn a first
floor flat, Mrs Evonne

e vollapse

"g, 13 the bedroom
ing a bed when I
heard someone shouting
for help I rushed to the
balcony and saw a man
with one leg inside the
balcony I pulled ham 1n-
side and the cleaner
helped me take him
downstarrs”

The men — David
Nglelwam and Headman
Dyosint — were taken by

ambulance to the Somer-
set Hospifal Both were
suffering from shock but
neither was reported to
be seriously hurt

Representatives of the
structural repair com-
pany, Szerleley were at
the scene this morning
trying to piece together
what had happened A
spokesman for the com-
pany said that his men
were not involved in the
accident The workers
were from the scaifold-

. 1ng company SGB

111

Groothoom, said
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- with death yesterday when a
.-gondola they were on collapsed
soutside the 21st storey of a Sea
;. Point block of flats. .
. ‘Suspended by a single cable,
' the gondola dropped fo an ai-
smost vertical position and
¢ smashed into the side of Mutual
¢ Place;in Beach Road, Sea Point,
+ about 9.45am -

. One of the men, Mr Headman

¥

i« Dyosini, grabbed a cable and

”m slid 20 storeys to safety, mutilat-

TWO, repairmen had a bhrush,

ing his hands, arms and legs in
the process. He checked his mo-
mentum outside the first floor of
the block and was helped 1nside

The other man, Mr David
Ngecilwane, elung desperately to
a scaffolding pele 70 metres
above the block’s parking area
until he was rescued by interior
decorafors at a 20th-storey flat
who broke a window, reached
out and tied his “shaking” bhody
to a concrete column and called
for help b.

A short while later, a Metro

r————

rescue team and firemen from
the Sea Point fire brigade ar-
rived at the scene, cordoned off
the area, attached a harness to
%m man and pulled him to safe-
An ambulance rushed the
men, both in their twenties, to
Somerset Hospital. Mr Dyosini
was admitfted and last night was
in a “satisfactory” condition. Mr
Ngcilwane was treated for shock
and later discharged. .

A servant at a first-floor flat,
Mrs Evonne Grootboom, told

how she had helped the man on
to a balcony. “It was horrible —
his right arm was cut through to
the bone,” she said.

One of the interior decorators
at the 20th-storey flat where Mr
Ngcilwane was rescued, Mr Yu-

suf Abrahams, told how he had
heard a *loud bang”,

“We ran on to the balcony and
saw a man dangling from one of
the smashed platform’s poles,”
he said. “He was very lucky —
the pole swung outwards and
then came to rest against the

buillding, and we were able to

reach him,
Firemen later pulled Mr

Ngeilwane; through a narrow
gap hetween the columns and a
painter, Mr Arend Dawvids, gave
me some sugar water to calm

im. .

After several failed attempts
yesterday afternoon, workers of
SGB Building Equipment, .who
employ the two injured men, Iast
night tied a rope to the gondol:
from one of the flats and lowered
it to the ground,. :

® Colour picture, page 3
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metres to safety down 2
cable after a gondola co)-
lapsed at 4 Sea Point
block of flats on Monday
had “greatly mproved”, a
hospital Spokesman said

Mr Headman Dyosini
Téceived serioys lacer-
ations to hg hands and
arms 1 the accident A
Withess, Mrg Yvonne
Grnutbnnm, said his right
arm had been “eut
through to the bone” by
the stee] cable,

Clung to pole

Hospita] after firemen
had harnessed My Ngeil-
wane, who wag clinging to
2 pole ouside the 20th
storey of the building,
and pulled him to safety
Mr Dyosing was helped
o a first-flooy flat
Neither Mr Dyosin: nor
Mr Ngmlwane, Who wag
treated for shock after the

The Smashed gondola
was eventually lowered to
& parking area a¢ Mutual

ager of SGB’s Cape Town
branch, sard yesterday
that the accident was “he.-
INg 1nvestigateg” and 1t
would be “Improper” to
tomment at th;s stage

Asked whether the men
had been wearing har-
nesses, Mr Best replied:
“I don’t know we found
harnesses in the cradle
but what do you attach
them to7”

Speaking from Pretora
last mght, My HJ Maithy-
Sen, nationa] generaj
manager of the Nationg]

that workers op & gondola
should wear safety belts
He said accidents sych
as the gondola Crash were
investigated by the Fag.
tory Inspector of the De-
Partment of Manpower

third reading 1n Parlia-
ment, would pe gazetted
this year

This Aet would make
employers hable for the
safety of any machinery
used by the)r employees,

He had himself cam-
Paigned to haye archi-

ment of painters and
geéneral Mmaintenance
crews could be attacheqd .
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* _ ter tank Kkills man, 76

.

(. Tuwhﬂtaﬁ'l{enurter (3’43/5}
EAR-OLD man died this week when a tank con-
tammg 12 000 hitres of water collapsed on a hut at a - —
nursery near Muldersviel, 1

A. Boland police spokesman said yesterday that the
accident occurred at a property belonging to the Sal-
vation Army, where Mr George Nicholson stayed, on
Wednesday

He said DMr Nicholson was 1n a hut at the nursery
when the water tank came away from its base and col-
Iapsed on the hut, killing the elderly man

41

. — —— - e r—T— [R— -_ .-




—_— . —

acclraen

}Q @L‘é’ Reporte

TENSIE resisgil
whE was seriously inyured
jast week when an irriga-
tion sysiem collapsed wiile
he was repairing i, diqd 111
the Provincial Hospital,
Port Elizabeth, yesterday.

Aajor Annehize Melwville,
acting police liaison nft‘iue;
for the Eastern Cape, sai
Mr Andries Pienaar, 20, of
Patensie, was busy repair-
g an jrrigation system on
the farm, Condoma, belong-
mg to Mr Zol Ferreira, OR
Wednesday last week when

he pipes fell on top of lmm

t [
and erushed him. i
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PORT ELIZABETH- —. e 455 ,.r
| tramn driver died last mght = /%o
when a locomotive and lﬁﬁﬁ%““’* “
trucks were’ derarled 30kin:™: & .-%
from Humansdorp o 3% "%
"Mr T A Smuth digd"itistant-» % |
R;?HIS assistant,fMr O vanndig 2%, )
O
i

1

r Watt, 17 and'thé condGe=r &

tor; ‘Mr 'R + Hughes,'- werew:, ~ F ‘f'ﬁfﬁg
shightly injured SN L T o S

-MrSmith is survived by his%5 .« -
wife ‘and twochildren* s.~3%7, & | ¢
+Phe system 'managerof thees: .

_SA Transport Services.of tg%’*’.,ﬂ:,.-b?& "
[ Gape Midlands, Mr Gord n.grﬁi" .
Engelbrecht,"said an mvestivt“ " ¢

Lop el M '|
gation was-under way to¢dey” 4#:3?,. i
termine the cduse of the acdi= 1"

LY
L]

dent There was nbo% . -
suggestion of sabotage — ; 3
| Sapa e e s
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Z’ 1\% cugr Reporter

A'10-YEAR-OLD Mat- ,
atiele boy was crushed to

death when a bag of maize

fell on him at the week-

end

He was 1dentified as Jo- B
hannes van yuuren, son of |
W/O F van Vuuren, who 1S )
in the police force at Ma-
tatiele

According to police, Jo- _

hannes and other chil-

dren were playmng on &

stack of meahe bags 1n the S
fown. '

Johannes chmbed to the |
top of the stack and one of
the bags came loose
v; Johannes and the bag B
plunged to the ground and
‘he was crushed to death
when the bag landed on
top of him

‘ pA postmortem will be _
held this week
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PORT ELIZABETH — A:
young Patensie farmer, Mr -
Andries Pienaar, 20, died 1n
the Port Elzabeth' Provin-
cial Hospital yesterday after

a heay 1rr1gatlnn machine;

had fallenonhim 3 v .° -
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By SHIRLEY PRESSLY

A FARMER who died yesterday with Tumps of metal 1n his
chest from a machine which disintegrated, was the second
son 1n the family to die tragically 1p 2%z years

Mrs Ahce van Rooyen of the farm Drummond in the
Fort Beaufort district said today her sonm, Ronald, 25, must
have died almost instantly Flying pieces of metal from 2
fractured grinder punctured s chest

She said that 2Yz-years ago her son, Richard, had been
killed 1n a motor cycle accrdent 1 East London while on
leave from the army on a 14-day pass

Soon afterwards the family moved to Fort Beaufort

Mrs Van Rooyen was alerted by a farmhand, Mr Jimmy
Costa, who was helping Ronald put up metal poles He ran
four kilometres to the farmhouse with the news

The sight of her sSOB lying next to Wis bakkie had been
terrible and a “‘great shock”

God had given her the sirength to drive back to the
farmhouse and made the necessary calls and arrange-
ments

Her husband, Mr Duncan van ROOYemn, had left for
Pretoria before the accident to be near ther marrned
daughter, Bonita, who 1s expecling 2 second child

She had tried to reach him i Bloemfontein, hoping he
would call at her sister's home there

“But he decided to go straight through He arrived in
Pretoria at 7pm and the news ® s broken,” said Mis Van
Rooven

She wao expec* g her husnand  -ghter and son-1n-law
to rrive _.aute” O ~ covle 4smal furnrd
ar- angements be made v

Their youngest 501, Duncan, 10, attends school in Fort
Beaufort -

The funeral would probably be held on Friday from the
Methodist Church
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cording to the Middletown
Times Herald-Record

Moments earlier, about
30 black students, whe had
crowded 1nfo z FPohiical
Scrence classroom te pro-
test against Mr Pieterse’s
talk., formed a path to Jet
him out safely

‘We just want to let you
vut of nere alive,” shouted
ont student

For 36 minutes he had
stood silentlv in the front
of the room while students
called him racist pig”,
and demanded that his

talk be cancelled Mr Pie-
terse was only able to utter
a few weords

‘“You are a racist, a rac-
1st p1g.” shouted a pupil
He carrled a sign reading
“South Africa — €Crime
Against Humanify”

Four members of the
college's campus police
formed a semi-circlie 1o
front of Mr Pieterse as
some students came to the
fronl of the room shouting
and jabbing their fingers
towards him — Sapa-AP
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The Bg-year-aid Rondebosch produce mar-
ket has new guttering, concrete tables and a
water-proofed roof Admiring it yesterday
were Mrs N Steer, of the Rondebosch Rate-
payers’ Association, Mr W C Hinreichsem,
its chairman, Mr A G du Toit, a markets su-
perintendent, and l}flr D J Smith, director of
the City Council’'s markets branch

court

Staff Reporter

TWO koeberg Nuclear
Power Station cmployees
were each fined R2 300 1n
the Paarl Regional Court
this week for faihing to
ensure that a itrainee
industrial radiegrapher,
who handled radio-active
mater:ial at the power sta-
tion. had adequate know-
ledge and experience 1o
do so

The men, Abraham
Carel Spies, 32, of Paar-
den Eiland, and Adrian
Mynhardt Knoetze, 30, ad
dress given as Koeberg
Power Station Melkbos-
strand, pleaded guiity 1o
seven charges

The State alleged that
between October 21 and
29 1981, the men allowed
Mr John Marais, a trainee
industrial radiographer,
to handle radio-active
material without satisfy-
imng themselves that he
was medically fit and had
adequate knowledge and
experience to handle
such 1tems safely

The men were also
charged with failing to
notify the Atomic Energy
Board of Mr Marais’ em-
ployment within the re-
quired period of 30 days,
failing to keep records of
occupational exposure to
radiation, failling to keep
a daily account and log
book of radiation expo-
sure times, and failing to
issue suitable radiation
exposure monitoring

equipment to Mr Marais

Mr P J le Roux was the
magistrate Mr W B Baden-
horst appeared for the State

The men were not represent
ed

Programrooster

530 Boekevat Scripture reading by C Engel-
brecht

534 Jacky, die Beer van die Berge Die Vreemde

Huis The two Iittle bears are takéen 10 an
Indian hut where they are lovingly looked
after by Senda But they miss the ing cedar
tree unger whith they used to sleep

Nuus

Die Kraaines A n:agazine programme {or
children

Uit en Tuis A family magazine prograrnme
1945 |t's the end of the war and people are
finding 1t difficult to adjust In this 10-part
series, we look at a poor Afrikaans farming
family struggling to survive

News

Weather

Then came the English A seven-part series
which traces the history of English-speaking
South Africans

Tom Jones in Las Vegas Tom Jones sings
his most popular songs In front of a capacity
audience In Las Vegas

6 00
& 14

637
720

8 00
8 28
844

942

10 27 Portfolio An aris magazine programme pre-
sented by Roger Corfield

1057 News

11 12 Epilogue Rev Sand Gilfillan

TV2

630 Umakhuiu Uyasibalisela Iphupha Letyuwa
A Dream about Salt A continuation of the story
of a chief and his three daughters Ezabasha
Jikelele {Youth News)

7 00 lzindaba/lindaba (News)

710 Jikelele {Magazine Programme} Including
Amalahle {Coall The mining and uses of
coal and its derivatives

9 00 lindaba/lzindaba (News)

g 27 Imozulu/lsibikezelo Sezulu {Weather)

g 29 Iphunga Ehmnandi/Ezenkolo {(Epilogue)

The fly in the milk nas
the SA Prisons Services’
Rand Sure, the Baviaan-
spoort prison warders’
brass band 1s excellent
and plays dehightful or-

T™V1
“HOUSE CALLS” came
back to our screens last
night wath 1ts taped laugh-
ter — and taped one-lin-
ers

Chemists blamed

for ‘drug’ :death

Staff Reporter

A WYNBERG 1nquest
magistrate found yester-
day that two pharmacists
were responsible for the
death of a Heideveld
man, Mr Kenneth lvan
Barnes, after the wrong
drug was 1ssued {o him

Mr Barnes, an astbma
sufferer, collapsed and
died on May 2 last year,
after he took the tablets

The two pharmacists,
Mr Samuel Friedman and
Ms Jill Bernstein, both

him not to use unknown
tablets but he had been
unconcerned as he had
obtained the tablets at
the hospital

He had taken the tab-
lets for the first time on
May 2 and shouted for
help soon afier He had
collapsed minutes later
and died the same day

Mr Friedman testified
previously that the tab-
lets were the correct
treatment for asthma The
imtial “F" on the pre-

seription indicated that
torn had 1cenied the medi-

|

Swapo: 23
SA troops
killed

SWAPO claimed yester
day that it had shot and
killed 28 South African
troops this month

A Swapo spokesman
satd 1n Lusaka that 14 sol-
diers had been killed on
March 15 during oper-
ations by Swapo's mili-
tary wing, the People’s
Liberation Army of Namti-
bia (Plan)

Five soldiers had been
killed by a landmine in

chestrated tunes, but I am
afratd they have been fea-
tured so often now that

Wathmh the jokes the
programme would last a

week With \bem: '* thewr performances have
However, SATV has become repetitive

A panel discussion QD
the subject of mental
health, with emphasis on
overcoming siress, was
enriching

Since March 15 set aside
for the observation of
mental health, a continu-
ation of this discussion
would be welcome

You cannot get better
entertainment than hav-
ing superstars like Diana
Ross and Michael Jackson
1n one night

Tonight's soccer specia’!
1s a Brnitish FA lezz °
game beiween Luton =v
Liverpool around 7 30pm

‘-"-'r'!—

JOE GUW-

promised us 17 more
weeks — if they are to be
believed — of Lynn Red-
grave and Wayne Rogers
<o viewers better Iie back,
plug 1n their intravenous
drips and enjoy 1l .

Gerald Durrell said
about zoos on Midweek
last night that the bad
ones should not be closed
down but should be made
better

Capetonians may not
agree after the recent
controversy regarding the
Groote Schuur zoo but the
animals shown on the
programme last night,
which are esconced 1n
other zoos around the
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Mist an”ﬁ%ré%a trawler crew

ih as Hondeklip Bay,
Stupping AUtor %IEHIJ;E& AM? E;ﬁlfl"hﬁgild firm that owned télelf“g g:getctll Eb};f h‘-ﬂr:d
THE search Was eI — were Cre theBau:?}; Elﬁzid’sm&‘ today that  “We have tsheveraasi
the four trawler, r : e co
Ezmd l}::}:yBéfg'r fishermen ggngﬂ? g.:fuch cank after three of the companys teams checking

a number of
missing since Tuesday capsizing shortly after oraft were searching for as well as
when therr boat sank 99

n, “but pohce umis now Wwe

3am on Tuesday Lhe mmsulzgth?éﬁ mst i Eave asked every farmer

miles north-west of the "y rour are aged be- they reggr along the coastal strip

harbuuf:; la:nd aboui 16 tween 40 antdl fﬁo m]ldsare the are “orth of Lamberts Bay to
miles oftshore married with famihe

d out small squads o
1 land-based S°% respective
eln her five crew Severa ~ gearch their 1 P :
o s?la;ctilzh:gkbmmtg ;-E?rgstcued by fishing teams are umgg lfecsm:c: beachfronts,” Mr Pot
hamperea Dy on Euats operating 1n the wheel-drive vehic
The milssing men —
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brown lung’ disease

By STEVEN FRIEDMAN
Labour Correspondent

THE National Union of Tex-
tile Workers has stepped up
its camﬁaign against a
disease which, it 8ays, has hit
thousands of textile workers
throughout the world

The disease, “brown lung”,
i potentially fatal and af.
flicts workers who work for
long periods with cotton dust

Recently, the union — af-
filiated to the Federation of
SA Trade Unions — ap-
nounced it was launching a
eampaign agamst “brown
lung” and ha begun by get-
ting a union-appointed doctor
to test workers at an East
Rand textile plant for the
disease,

In the latest 1ssue of Fosa-
t’s journal, Fosatu Worker
News, it says it has now ex.
tended the East Rand cam-

— e

]i'mign by testing more than
000 workers at a factory in
Mooi River and recently fol-
lowed this up with tests at a
texttle plant 1n Port
Elizabeth,

A spokesman for the
said the campaign

had thus far unearthed “ny-
merous” workers who were
permanently disabled., He
sald the union’would now

claim workmeng’ compensa-

tion on their hehalf,

He said other workers had "

been found to be suffering
from diseases which would
heal if they were moved to
less dusty areas of their fac-
fories and the union would
urge that these workers he
moved

According to the union,
“hundreds” of workers over-
Seas annually claim compen-
sation for “brown lung”, but

Y

only two workers had ever
applied for compensation 1n
South Africa, despite the fact
that the Workmens’ Compen-
sation Act allowed them to do
SO

It said employers argued
that this meant no South Afr1-
can workers were suffering
from the disease “but this 15
highly unhikely, as the cam-
paign 1s beginning to show”,

Lhe umon 1s also planning.

to keep medical records of 1ts
members which 1t believes
will enable 1t to link lung ill-
nesses to factory conditions,
even if they occur after
workers had left a partreular
plﬂnt X '

i

Workers would also be
urged to make “reasonable
demands” for the reduction
of dust levels in their
factories,
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Wo er d1e§ after
leths gas mixture

leaks \gl%factory | ﬁ

- * -—

DURBAN — An unidentified man died last mght and three _
other workers were taken to hospital when a lethal mix-
ture of hexane gas and steam leaked mto a section of the
Universal Milis factory in Mobent,

The factory was evacuated as firemen rescued wurkers
who had been overcome by the gas.

One man was admitted to Addington Hospital Two
others were taken to King Edward VII Hospital but re-
leased after treatment

According to a‘fire department spokesman, there had
been a power fallure m a section of the plant, causmg a
pressure build-up of hexane and steam, a mxture used 1n
removing o1l from maize and wheat.

Power was later restored, but¢ the gas build-up leaked
through air vents mto a section of the factory,

The affected men had been working under a vent,
unaware of the leakage Other workers, having smelt the
gas, left the factory and called the fire brigade.

The managing director of the company, Mr W F

Frankel, said last might he was not certann what had
happened.

“All I can say 1s that I believe it was ke something we
have never had before,” he said

Leicester Road was cordoned off by firemen during the
rescue operation and production at the factory was halted

for the nmight to allow the gas to dissipate by natural
ventilation, — Sapa

’ i _
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Tas death nan named
if;l; Wercury fleporter C“] [ I ¢3
eet | A-MAN who died%on Thursday when a lethal thure of
ea | hexane gas and steam 1eaked 1nto a section of'the fac-
i1d- | tory i which he was working has been identified
ar- He was Mr Cornehius Jacobus Hearn, 50, of 9 Topping
ote § Road, Woodlands ) reome by
I~ three other workers were ove
) PR A ere f the leakage which had
381 | the gas as they were unaware o
been caused by a power failure, )
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’? KT%ONSON asked E mui‘,_

07 Mr
ter of Manpower

(1} How many ndustrial acadents ot
curred in the Repubiu Jdunng the la
test spectfied perod of 12 months for

which figures are avatlable

d out bv the
Fund n

| (2} what amount was pal

| Workmen s Compensatian
respect of «uch accaidents.

d for which

(3) what was the total pero
h accidents

the persons mjured 0 suc
were absent from work?

The MINISTER OF MANPOWER

(1) Workmen s Compen-
<ation Fund 192 276
(Other risk carmners 1007 247
Total 79y 5213
7
e i T*;?:;:?I‘r
LT e i W
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RN P et s B R o
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e i, e . 5 o
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vy MONDAY, 1]
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_;a;:.ir E'TJ;TF:E . t (2 W k . R

A S } Workmen's Compen-

LA "_F-"i'

PHOCCI o s;tmn Fund 36 649 971

i f*iﬂghf g ther nisk carriers 38316997

%"!ﬂr "‘:'5,‘:. .."E}: 1% 4

*;ll"" o ;ll-

a%%{flhf* o Total R74 966 968

( 'E:EEEL"?*""‘* 1:11% (3) Allnskcarr

o i ITIeTS 3017 990

o ; man days '

EE{ il | ?

M ii gFigures are 1n respect of the period 1
o anuary 1979 to 31 December 1979)
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Mine dFth e
lead {d%iots

By CHRIS OLCKERS

ABOUT 700 black miners
went on the rampage at the
Beisa uramum mine near
Welkom on Sunday after 16
muners died in a methane gas
explosion on Friday

Three hostels were exten-
sively damaged after the
mners refused to go under-
ground following the death of
their colleagues

Yesterday 508 muners out
of a work Torce of more than
4000 asked the mine man
agement {o cancel their con-

tracts and tc send them
home

Nobody was 1njured during
the riots but five men were
arrested and will appear 1n
court today on charges of
public violence

L T -
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been insta
emphasjses safety measures,

in the country.’

Municipal Reporter

DURBAN’S Transport Department ob
far more lost-time injuries than the
ment, according to the general manager,
Cuthbert. |

He was reacting to a city
his department had lost 43,57 m
1ion hours worked during 1980 w
pariment had lost only 2,31.

This, My Cuthbert said, was

pears.
His dri
public roads, buse
eccasionally his drivers w
One driver had broken his ankle wh
ber, another had slipped on a concrete step, ye
had cut his finger while opening a tt
‘But this does not mean were are no

he sa1d.
‘In the workshop every

safety of his men. The mos

lled and our trai
is one of

———— —

- ————————— - —

viously would have

Electricity Depart-
Mr Marshall

councillor’'s complamnt that

an-hours for every mil-
hite the Electricity De-

like comparing apples with

vers travelled millions of lkilometres a year oh
s were stoned during the boycotts and
ere attacked.

ile chasing a rob-
t another

¢ safety-conscious,’
foreman is respnnsghlé for the
{ medern safety. devices have
ning school, which also
the most advanced

—— —— —

—— e — — —




S'AINDUSTRIAL WEEK

14 Rpril 1983

Tough Government le-
gislation should be intro-
duced now with trained
Safety inspectors to carry
out investigations after an
accident and more espe
cially, reqular checks on
companies ensuring that
safety procedures are be-
ing adhered to

In addition, special
reguiations regarding lift-
ing tackle should be intro
duced governing the
reqular checking, testing
and logged accordingly by

f; responsible people

Two or three years ago,
d there were moves to intro-
b- duce legislation in some

Tu

form of another, making it
compulsory for every mo-

la; IN the past few weeks, we bile crane to have fitted a
s have either read of have safe load indicator No
been contacted about the body has seen or heard
19 new Contractors Plant anything about this since
e Hire Association's (CPHA) Bob Lumiey 15 the and | doubt if anyone
of | Insurance scheme which, general manager of cares either
s | @s | have sald before, 13 the Grayston Group. | even doubt whether
aimed at taking the hassle . ‘ the Government body
m _ This 1s the third of a
m out of claiming damages senes of articles he conhcerned has even de-
S when an accident occurs . g h cided on safe load indica-
All In the garden, so to IS wnting on the tor calibrations governing
.. | speak, iooks rosy and equipment hire n- tipping
o most people will say that dustry. A lot of compames
i we have now done every- | | | dread the 1dea of any Go-
o | Ihing we can to protect  gangerous situations some cases where ther  vernment legislation im-
in § the hirer which are imposed on the  own machine struggledto  POSing regulations in the

In the interest of safety,
we should now be asking
what the hirer 1s doing to
protect the owner’s equip-
ment and the sometimes

wae devised by

-
iy
wh,

e rmar= = o S

owner’'s operator

Some would say { am
over-reacting to a situa-
tion on site, where the
skills of the owner's
operator and eguipment
are abused continuously
by ignorant site people,
whose sole purpose at
times, It seems, Is to con-
vince the crane operator
that his machine s
capable of lifting far more
than the manufacturer's
rated capacities

It would seem, in the
main, that most site per-
sonnel of large and small
companies, nave httle, or
worse, no working know-
ledge of a mobile crane, to
the extent that cranes are
sometimes used to therr
absolute limits and
beyond because the hire
rate for a larger machine
looks 10 be too expensive

Hiring a machine, In

do the job, (which has now
broken down or transfer-
red) 1s another example of
appalling safety stan-
dards

The situation that now
develops, 1s an ugly scene
of verbal abuse and ig-
norance between the
hirer’'s personnel and the
owner’'s operator who
does not wish to put his
Iife and the safe keeping
of the machine at stake
because of a total dis-
regard of operational safe
ty

There is no doubt in my
mind that safety regarding
the use of mobile granes
should be tightened up to
the extent that the hirer
should be fined heavily
together with his person/s
supervising the crane, n
the event of the blatant
abuse of man and
machine

Jor TR

__—-._‘- ‘ _

interests of safety be
cause put to the test, and |
am not just singling out
small companies here,
safety instructions and
procedures being actually
apphied would show that
the present day safety
standards leave much to
be desired

Voluntary in-house
safety schemes, as far as
cranes are concerned,
operated in the majonty of
cases, are nothing but
gtorified preventative
maintenance systems
aimed at general plant and
do not cater for site
abuse

Cranes can be [ethal
pieces of equipment and
should be regarded as
such

Most crane hire com-
panies offer free expert
advice on what capacity
rated machine will be
needed Take it!

I
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| 2 men o
burnt in|

garage o
| petrol™”

| - ;3¢ )
4 ' flash .
| By COLIN HOWELL |

| |

TWO MEN were burnt on

Thursday when 3 mafch [ |
| was struck 1n an Oudts- | |
| | | hoorn workshop to Iight a
| cigarette, while a me-

i chanic was siphoning pet- |
|
|

rol from a ear

There was a “fremen- |
dous bang” and the men
were severely burnt mn g
flash fire A shopt while
| | later, the fire was extin-

. guished and they were
I

. taken to Oudtshoorn Hos-
| pital

The explosion hap-
pened about noon at ED
Motors in Kloof Street
The mechanie, Mr Jan
Malgas, 37, was standing
In a repair pit. His
| clothes caught fire and a
| client, Mr. Sam Damons,
Jumped nto the pit and

tried to smother the Lb

flames o
His clothing ‘caught

. alight 1n the process and
| | the owner of ED Motors,
| | Mr E D Ellis, had toyse a
I
|

| fire extinguisher to put
. out the blaze ; X

Warning -

Mr Ellis yesterday .told
how, a few minutes before
| the accident, he had L
. | warned a man not tg
| smoke 1n the workshop |
| | “Mr Malgas was repailr-

Ing a leaking fyel tank,”
| | | Mr Ellis said “To do s0,

he first had to siphon out
the petrol
| .

“The amr was thick with

£
petrol fumes A elient ;
came 1into the workshop Y
| and I told him not to ;
H

| smoke as 1t would be dan-
| gerous
“T left the workshop and

a few minutes Iater there

was a tremendoys bang,”

hospital spokesman
Said yesterday that both
mMen were in a “satisfac-
tory” vcondition Mr Mal- |
gas, who was wearing
nylon pants at the time of
the accident, recerved se-
rious burns to his legs Mr
Damons has burns fo his
face, arms and hands
The workshop.‘and 1ts
contents were not da-
magéd 1n the blaze.

B |
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More than 100 farm,
workers died last year/
after working with ani.
mal medicines.

This is a marked

increase, according to
the Department of
Health and the high:
est number ever,

There were 101 no-
tifications of people
dying after using ag--
ricultural or stock re.
medies last year. On-
lv 66 of the 852
recorded notifications
came from the home-
lands.

In the last 12 years,
94 people have died
from agricultural i-
sons, according to -of-
ficial records, P

Although most of
the people poisoned
were classified as
black, black people had
the lowest death rate
from agricultural poi-
801S,

The Department of

ealth’s records show
that most of the people
puisoned on the farms
tlv;re between ten and

The two worst areas
!‘ur agricultural poison-

t

were Barberton  and
Nelspruit in the Eag-
tern Transvaal :
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The Late Harvest, which was damaged
yesterd

1g AP

Man

EAST LONDON — A Durban yacht,
Late Harvest, valued at R400 000, was
extensively damaged and its besun

slightly injured in a gas explosion m
the bilges here

Mr Jonathan Dladla from Durban
was superficially burnt on his face and
ankle He was treated and discharged
from Frere Hospital yesterday He was

playing a card game at the time of the
explosion.

Mr D. Taylor, a member of the East
London Yacht Club, said the yacht was

on 1ts way te Durban and had ecalled at
East London for engine repairs

‘He said one of the owners of the

Fire aboard yacht

hurt in

SR o e ey
d i:'f;?ﬂ el ey

, in East Londen harbour

D) vwpa s

yacht, Mr Alec Edelson, had come to
East London to have a look at the boat
Mr Edelson was not available for com-

ment yesterday as he had already left
for Durban

Mr Taylor said the explosion rup-
tured floor boards and damaged the
cabin and wheelhouse hatches

“The hull 1s intact but the fuyr-

nishings are a compiete shambles,” Mr
Taylor said “

He said he had been a crew member

on the yacht in February when it went
to Cape Town

The length of the boat was abouf :2'3 m

and the weight was 85 tons, Mr Taylor
said — DDR
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FORT BEAUFOQORT — A
middle-aged farm
labourer, Mr George

Dashe, 1s in the Fort
Beaufﬂrt Provincial Hos-

pital after being attack-
ed by a ¢ow on Saturday

Mr Déshe was herding
cattle on Dr John Mjl-

OW atta
farmhan

denhall’s farm Mount .

Ayhiff when the mEldent
occurred o

| -

The cow, which' had 3
calf, knocked Mr: Dashe
to the ground and =tr1ed
to gore him

He had a f'ractured leg .
and ribs, and his condi-
tion 1s sald to be satis--
factory — DDC ‘
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Lift ZI/CF(‘S:’

worker

Staft Reporter

AN APPRENTICE wa-
crushed to geath v o hit.
in the Trust Bank (entre
on th+ Foreshore

3
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My Mogamat Sedic b ) 3%*w ¢ % iﬁ . LYoy, F N
Kavbin, 19 of Jackson *“”:;@fu e -, . '
Crescent “Mountulew o - e, T g . R ) ~ F
Athione an apprentice . w1 d ;s ) y !,
malntechance  WoOTrhker | T s < G ], O
with Otic Rlevator was i Ty " & - ¢ % . LS
preparing to repatr the . | : A v 4 : &
11tt vesterday 1 . & s @ol s o " ‘.:. g ~ ;
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~ 3 * " L phat ¥

Pohice sard the hift I & . A , P S e L w e vyt
moved while Mr Ravbin e T oy A o, ‘x ‘g T
was (himbing on to gte g - % o . LT e R "
root from « first fioo g 1 : . *"“:#‘**";, B : —,
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He Ined wath his par- | o %{ 7 T . - -
ent« Mr and Mr A Rav E e - P
bin and was the voungest | B R “3:* e A P
of their nine children He .

¥ CAPE TOWN Sirand Concourse - .
a3 ess was to be buried tms| THE Prince and Princess of Wales were joined on their tour
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Pietermaritzburg Bureau

"1 THE Attorney-General of

Natal, Mr Cec1l Rees, SC,
has declined to prosecute
two men who were respon-
stble for a salvage oper-
ation that led to the deaths
of two divers 1n Richards
Bay harbour last year.

Mr Melvyn Richards Mc-
Carthy, 36, and Mr-Bryn
James Lewis, 30, were both
drowned on September 17
last year while retrieving a
suction pipe 1n Richards
Bay harbour.

The mquest Magistrate,
Mr W R Ewart, found that
Capt C B Etherington, act-
ing Port Capiain of Rich-
ards Bay, and Capt J M de
Mello Machado, master of

the dredger, R E Jones, |

had ‘failed to comply with
prescribed diving regula-
ticns and safety precau-
tions’.

The Empangeni Magis-
trate also found that the
two divers had drowned
after a probable loss of
CONSC1DUSIess.

Evidence 1n statement
was that the suction dredg-
er H R Moffat had lost the
nozzle section of her bhow-
well suction pipe while
dredging at the harbour
entrance,

Mr MeCarthy and Mr
Lewis had dived and found
a 'wire connected to the
pipe. They asked the R E
Jones to dredge as near as
possible to the wire to un-
cover the huned pipe.

Mr Rene Bouffe, chief

{ engineer for the R E Jones,
I gaid that 10 minutes after

the men had entered the
water he noticed that the
bow thrust propulsion en-
gines were running. He
said he had immediately
nofified the master, Capt
Machado.

In his statement, Capt C

B Etherington said he was

responsible for the oper-
ations of the R E Jones.

He said his reaction was
one of ‘absoluie horror’
when he approached the
dredger to hear that the
bow thruster and main en-
gines were running while
divers were in the water

The two men 1}311:5{11 to
resurface and their bodies
were found the next day.

.L...—.-—--"l o

No prosecution()
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cour

EAST LONDON — Two

Fast London South Afri- |

can Transport Services
(SATS) employees
appeared 1n the magis-

trate’s court here yester-

day on a charge of culp-
able  homicide following
the death of a labourer
under a train |

A Allen Bezuidenh-
out, 22, of Embassy
Court, Fleet Street, and
a youth, both carriage
examiners, are charged
with the death of Mr
Maselandile Bandla, 39,
at-the Cambridge Rail-
way Station.

Both pleaderi not guil-
ty to the charge B

Mr T Nosworthy, als
a carriage examiner for
the' SATSsaid Mr Band-
la who was under thetr
supervision, was work-
ing beneath a frain at
200 am when 1t moved
and decapitated him

He said that the ac-
cused were responsible
for erecting precaution-
ary devices when trains
were static and under-
going routine inspec-
flon

t'EI';hwe:se measures 1in-
cluded lamps, boards
and detonators

_Another witness, Mr
Louis Nel, a foreman,
sald he saw none of
these precautions and
acsumed' he could cou-
ple the train He said he
saw no light from Mr
Bandla’s lamp (which
was recovered next to
his body) te 1ndicate
there was someone
under the train,

Afr Zolile Vetyeka said

il

he'was on the side of the

4rain when 1t started

moying He moved out’ gﬁf

the,:. way 3 #,3:::*’

X ‘ E r: r T ;
¥: He sa1d heé had a fﬁmg
with im and he no; ced
no, boards erected;and

heard ,no-detondfors.

1'*!.}“1:-

¥ ' 1
going Ofl;. 5 i

,Théﬁchge was, post;
poned'to May 13 —4DDR
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“The present increase
does not nearly keep pace
,with the inflation rate
ever the last two vears,
said Mr Gastrow ‘This 1s
the-first Increase. since
1981 Surely these people

deal The ncresse should
have been at least 30
" percent’ o

Inflation had been |
about 14 percent a yea:
and social DER‘HGHEI‘S had

are eniitled to a better |

had two inereases in the
past two years

i

- yesterday

Oc patlonal
('ilwaE b1 rantMY

g MG
incireased by Govt
Parliamentary Correspondent

I

]‘i.\‘

THE Government has announced a 16 per cent i

merease 1n_the monthly pensions ofswidows
and dependent children of victims of occupa-
tional diseases.:

The mereese wh:ch
comes into effect on Octos
ber 1, would also apply t0
werkers whose cardio-res:!
piratory systems had been
damaged a maximum of 50
percent by such diseases,
the: Mimister of *Ml‘neral
and Energy Affairs, Mr du
Plessis told Parlhiament

« Spéaking during the de-
bate on his vote, Mr du
Plessis also anneunced a
12 percent Increase In
spectal monthly granis to
sufferers of eccupatlenal
diseases

He said the increases
were ah interim measure
to bring relief while the
Cablnet was considering
the recommendations of
the Niewenhuizen Com-
mission on a uniform sys-
tem for oceupational |,
disease compensation A
wide range of Government
departments and public
mstltutlens had to be con-'
sulted before the, Cabinet
could complete its deci-
s1on on the matter

Value decreased

The announcement by
Mr du Plessis followed ap-
peals by other speakers in |
the debete that urgent at-
tention- be .given to in-
¢reasing compensation-
payable to beneficiaries
of the Uccupatmnal Dis-
eases Act.

Mr Ron Miller (NRP
Durban North) said these
pensions had remained
stagnant for two years
and, conside1ing the infla-
tion rate, their purchasing
power had decreased by
some R80 a month I

Mr du Plessis said legis- |
lation to 1mplement the
mereases would be intro-
duced during the current j
session of Parliament

Mr Peter Gastrow (PFP
Durban Central),
spokesman on pensmns
welcemed the 16 percent
inerease, but said suffer-
ers ,of- eecupatmnal -d1s- |
eases had waited for two
years for an increase
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Op a nuclear weapon Capapllity: 1ud. gne HMTIISLLY  — 2dPd

; o« COPE T oan H
Job victims 6 ¥ niote

Political Staff ergy Affairs, Mr Pietie du Plessi
3 €55185,

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY — The goy- Hllll{‘{llllﬂed a 12 percent iIlEI‘EHSEal.lSI(:
ernment has announced a 16 percent SPectial monthly grants to sufferers of
Increase in the monthly pensions of ?€CUPational diseases

widows and dependent children of vic- , e said the mcreases were an inter-
tl?fl of occupational diseases, Lglbpletasure tc{i' bring relief while the

e Increase com \bmet considered the re
October 1. €5 into effect on Niewenhuizen Cu{:nlnmiﬂsiuunnp'ﬂirt of the

; ] ' Legisiation to i
Speaking during the debate on his creases wonld he ll;:llg'?:&ll?::léd ﬂ&:ri;lng-

vote, the Minister of Mineral and En- the current session,
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245183
i ury Reporter
SIX blacks were killed at
the weekend and 24 seri-
ously injured when a lorry
carrying 82 passengers
plunged down a steep slope
near Jozini in northern
Zululand.
None of the dead — three
Young women, two men

and a boy — has been
identified,

Names of those injured
will be released only after
}their relatives have been
ttold.

The passengers, all
workers from the
Makathini Research Farm
at Ubomboe, were returning
from a morning’s shepping
In Mkuze when the acci-
dent oceurred,

Rescuers bhattled to
bring the dead and injured
up the mountainside to
waiting ambulances.

Police said the lorry’s
brakes appeared to have
failed. The driver was one
of the seriously injured, all
of whom were taken to the
Bethesda mission hospital
near Ubombo.
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The body of a construction worker, known only as Bolo, is seen from the fifth floor of the building from
which he fell to his death yesterday when one side of the scaffold he was wor on gave away.

d

%

A CONSTRUCTION worker
plummeted five floors to his
death . yesterday when one
side of a pulley scaffold on
which . he was working.gave
Wﬂ%’ . A p !
‘ ‘he. man, known only as
Bolo, was working on the mo-
bile: scaffold which 1s sup-
ported .by two arms with
weights on both, at a bmlding
site in Ameshoff Street,
Braamfontein a4 5

The right arm came away
causing the scaffold to swing
around and throw the man on
to the pavement He diedin-
| stantly as a result ofhead
! { injuries ,

. The arm fell to the ground
beside him causing a ,small
hnl? in the road - 4 ~

A witness at the scene said
thelaccident should not have
happened unless the weights
were removed from the one |.
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terday morning

Fisherma

believed drowned, after
boat near Mossel Bay ves-

Ten other people were rescued from the sea
when the 10,7m boat, the Seal, sank 1n Dana Bay,
A police spokesman said yesterday from Mosse)

Bay that the missing fisherman,

Mr Petrus Valen-
arently gomng into a

cabin to feteh a Iife-jacket while the boat was sink-

other area

and the vessel sprang

rescued the men
Captain Rodney Cha

It 1s thought that the boat’

Ten crew-members took to
life-jackets or clutching pieces o
1ng to sources, the wat

Another hoat fishing in t

a leak,

$ rudder broke loose

the water, wearing

f debris Accord-

€r was calm at the time
he area, Moo; Diamant,

1k, the Mossel Bay harbour

master, sard that as soon as he heard of the sink-

Ing, he organized a search for the missing man,
Other fishing boats and a helico
lic Helicopters were involved 1n

o ———

pter from Repub-
the search

i
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By Jo-Anne Collnge

Much 1is said about the
stress suffered by execu-
tives and 1ts impact on
their mental health,
whereas the effect of job
pressures on the ordinary
worker 1s almost ignored

Yet research 1n Britain
and the United States in-
dicates that the working
class has the highest rate
of mental healih prob-
lems — and the most se-
vere forms

Figures for South Afri-
ca are not avaiable, but
University of Natal psy-
chology lecturer Mr Gra-
ham Hayes has some-
thing to say about the
high rate of body-related
mental health problems
such as high blood
pressure, heart disease,
asthma and frequently
depression, anxiety and
surcidal behaviour

He suggests that work-
ing conditions — and
workimg class life in gen-
eral 1n South Africa — af-
fect the mental health of
workers in a serious way

He argues m the peri-
odical Work 1n Progress
that the links be{ween
specific working condi-
tions and mental health
problems require better
understanding 1if treat-
ment is to be improved
Mrflgg}res siresses the

BRRARTA30 o 1R i G I, W P, 26 R 2
Yoo

need to guard agamnst ig-
noring the conditions
which contribute to men-
tal problems of workers

He bases his argu-
ments on earlier chimcal
experience with unem-
ployed workers

“What seems clear 18
that while more specific
mental hea'th problems
arise 1n work situations,
problems assoclated with
unemployment are far
less specific ”

Mr Hayes also says
that victims will be un-
clear ahout where they
are and what they have
been doing They give a
poor account of them-
selves and their family
and commumty relations
They may also feel de-
pressed

He goes on to show
how this condition 18

partly created by the
harsh world in which the
jobless find themselves

® The unemployed are
usually enfirely without
income and are often un-
dernourished “This mn 1t-
self can give rise to men-
tal confusion, disorienta-
tion and depression ”

® Some workers are
brought to State psychi-
atric hospitals by the po-
lice, who have picked
them up 1n a confused,
unruly and toxic condi-
tion which 1s usually the
result of excessive drink-
ing coupled with poor
nourishment

® An unemployed mem-
ber 1s a strain on a wWork-
ing class family One who
becomes unbalanced 1S a
greater strain because
job prospects diminish

The difficulty of sus-

taimng the member and
his reliance on hand-oufs

result 1n an mmtolerance
in the famuly

® Admatting the dis-
turbed, unemployed per-
son to hospital 1s a way
for the family to get
round the economic and
social strain he causes,
Mr Hayes argues So the
problem comes to be
viewed as a medical one
® A high proportion of
black workers i psychi-
atric wards are from
rural areas

Many have come to the
city without contracts or
permits, “to escape the
appalling conditions of
underdevelopment' and
poverty 1n the home-
lands They usually find it
exiremely hard to cope In
the urban areas and
hence are subjected to
massive personal and so-
cial stress which can re-
sult 1n mental health
problems and madness”

Mr Hayes concludes
that work and lack of
work contain serious haz-
ards to the mental well-
being of poorer classes In
the industral world

He pleads for mental
health professionals to
acknowledge that “mad-
ness has to do with the
daily activities and strug-
gles of our ordinary
working lives”
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=1 a little smoke relaxes the nerve
players seem to think so, anyway.

sbeth player, Mr NORMAN HUANG,
African Nationai Bridge Congress

h Pictures by Whke Holmes
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-ia, the son of the Mayor of Port
and Mrs Marie Cilhi¢, has a stretch
- smoke.
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vOieg DY DoOnR ¥vilD special
and postal votes this
armounis to about 34%

Polling booths there
were very busy

Posters around the
booths semmed up the dif-
ferent party ideologies NP
posters read “Forward Wi-
thout Fear”, NRP posters
bore the words “Modera-
tion Is Might”, CP posters
advised voters to “Reject
Mixed Government”, while
PFP posters urged “"Co-op
eration Not Conflict”

In the Sputpansberg vot-
mg was unosually brisk
with about 2000 having
been to the polis well be-
fore midday

Voting b the Carleton-
ville provincial by-election
remains relatively qmet,
with about 1100 baving
voted by noon

The #first result 1s ex-
pected after mmdmght H s
Iikeiv to be either the pro-
vincial contest 16 Carleton-
vile or the four-curnered
fight m Waterkloof

The.results will be broad-
cast on all services of the
SABC as thev are received
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loses
2
fin
O
Post Bepotfter

A PORT ELIZABETH
man Mr D J de Wet, lost
three finpers of ms right
hand in an industrial acci-
dent 1n Westering yester-
day

The thumb 1ndex and
muddie fingers of his hand

were cut off 1n the accident. .
and the other two fingers i

were broken

A spokesman for the Am-
bulance Serwvice in Port
Ehzabeth said the fingers
were packed n 1wee and Mr
De Wet was admitted to the
Provincial Hospital

A bhospital syokesman
sail Mt De Wel jvas “doi g
well’, but could not say
whether any attempt had
been made to sew the fin-
gers on again

the
talking

E 93 IbUS stop

LONDON — Britain has
developed a talking bas
stop named Elsie

! In honeyed femmine tones

she announces when the
next! bus will arrive and
what ronote 1t will cover

Elsie — short for Elec
tromc Speech Informa-
tion Equapment — looks
hke a httle loudspeaker
with a press-bottop and
can be fitted to existing
stops

She gets her ipformation
through a system of
computers linked to ap-
proaching huses

T D&partmEﬂ::Bi Trans-
port said Elsie was pri-

marily desigued to help
blmd or handicapped

people. — Bapa-Reuter

Resignation over meat row

disapproval of the way the Meat Board 1s

Post Reporter

AN executive member of the Meat Trad-
er's Association of Port Elizabeth, Ulten-
hage and Despatch, Mr Leon van Dalen,
today resigned after disagreements wiih
the association over the stocking of frozen

meat from the Meat Board

This follows a report 1n the Evening Post
yesterday in which Mr Van Daien objected
strongly to the way the Meat Board was

disposing of the meat surplus

Mr Van Dalen said today “I voiced my

disposing of their surplus and I have been
told to keep quet

“T will not keep quiet and this morning
Mr Don Futter, the chairman of the associ-
ation, asked for my resignation

“I have decided to resign because of the

well

bad feeling which has resulted,” said Mr
Van Dalen, who owns a butchery 1n 8id-

Mr Futter confirmed that he had asked

for Mr Van Dalen’s resignation today
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Hiker

drives off
in man’s
bakkie

Post Reporter

UITENHAGE — A kind act
turned sour for Mr Fran-
cois Dorfling, a farmer of
Skietnek, Glencennor, yes-
terday when the man to
whom he gave a lLft, later
drove off 1n his bakkie
which had 21 bags of maize
1n the back

Mr Dorfling said he
picked up the hitch-hiker on
his way to the town and
later parked the wvehicle
outside 3 Nuwe Street

When he came out the
house, the bakkie, CEB
7246, had disappeared
There was no trace of the
passenger

According to Captamn A
Prinsloe, of the Uitenhage
CiD, the man was wearing
a blue suit and a hat

It 1s thought the man was
heading for Port Elizabeth
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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY

Worker rticipal
= g s

The recently-phamulgated
Occupational Safefy Act may result b a

new 1tem being placed on agendas for nego-
t;ations between employers and trade
urons

Unions — especially some in the emerg-
ing groupings — are having a close look at
sections 9 to 12 of the Act, which provide
for the appointment of safety representa-
tives and safety commitiees

In very broad terms, the Act compels an
employer, who employs more than 20 peo-
ple, to appomnt one safety representative
for every 50 employees A safety commt-
tee must be created in companies where
two or more safety representatives have
been appointed Excluded from this provi-
sion are the mimng and farming industries

The Act stipnlates that a safety represen-
tative must conduct monthly workplace
safety inspections The representative must
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Safety ..

be appointed from the ranks of the com-
pany's full-time employees and must be al-
lowed to perform his safety duties during
normal working hours He must report any
threat or potential threat to the safety of
any employee to his employer or the safety
commuttee, 1f one has been created He
may also make reports to a government 1n-
spector about serious accidents at the
workplace, or 1njuries or deaths resulting
from exposure to hazardous working
condifions

Safety committees must hold meetings
at least once every three months and may
co-opt people who have a particular know-
ledge of health matters, as advisory mem-
bers Commiitees can make
recommendations to an employer or an 1n-
spector about safety, and report serious ac-
cidents to an 1nspector

Unions whose members work 1n poten-
tially dangerous environments are natural-
ly taking a great interest in the new Act
because 1t provides for a sigmificant degree
of employee involvement 1n safety Not sur-
prisingly, they would hike their shop ste-
wards t0 become safety representatives
The F°M 1s told by some sources that a few
government men had once toyed with the
concept of elected safety representatives,
but that 1t was eventually decided that the
Act should allow employers to designate
the representatives

However, this does not prevent unions
from attempting to persuade employers to
accept elected representatives And it
seemns likely that some managements may
soon face demands for this

Manpower Director-General Piet van
der Merwe certainly believes that employ-
ers would be wise to consuit employees
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about the appointments He says that such
consultation could make the represenia-
tives more credible and help them to carry
out their duties more effectively .

——— — &




N 20|s o=
N

COMPENSATI =ZExp
B3I S lpse ou S
The rEpll'he Compeée n

Commuissioner for Occupational Diseases
(CCOD) highlights racial inequalifies 1n the
compensation system or the mines For ex-
ample, a black miner who contracts tyber-
culosis while worhing on the mines
receives a lump sum benefit of R895 while
his white counterpart gets R7 454

Workers who contract diseases such as
phcumoconiosis and occupational tubereny-
losis (TB) caused by dust gas and vapours
are compensated 1n terms of the Occupa-
Lional Diseases in Mines and Works Act of
1973 They are entitled to specified lump
sum benefits

The degree of impairment must be as.
sessed before compensation 1s paid Whites
are classified 1n terms of first degree im-
pairment (less than 40%) or second degree
Impairment {more than 40%) Compensa-
tion Commussioner Julws Branckman says
that “blacks are classified differently
Blacks receive R895 for TB and R] 491 for
pheumocon1osts, irrespective of the degree
For a combination of both diseases they re-
celve R1790”

However, whites suffering from first de-
gree compensatory disease other than TR
will receive R17 889 Coloureds recejve
R8 945 and blacks R1 491

According to the CCOD report,

- ——

R17 488 988 was paid out to all races m
lump sum benefits as compensation for oc-
Cupational diseases on the mines 11 1981 /82
Payouts for black miners are generally
regarded as madequate, particularly as the
lowest paid unskilled blacks are most de-
pendent on physical fitness for their hveh-
hood The report states that blacks worked
149 920 195 r1sk shifts while whites worked
11 453 048 However, total lump sum
payouts for white employees totallied
R12 633 076 Blacks received R5 025 049
Mineworkers’ Union general secretary

Arrie Paulus 1s adamant that “the lump.
Sun payout system 1s not dlsnnmmatnry
because payouts are based on different saj-
ary structures Whether they should be
based on a percentage of salary 1s dehat-
able and we'’re Prepared to look at this, Byt
you can’t expect a map earning R2 000 a
month to receive the same compensation as
someone earning R500 a month ”

The black National Union of
Mineworkers (NUM) disagrees, “It 1s clear
that compensation paymenis are based on
race,” says NUM general secretary Cyril
Ramaphosa “The entire mining industry 1s
based on diserimmation This 1s reflected 1n
areas like wages, benefits and pensions

“How can a white get R7 454 as TB com-
pensation and all that black workers re-
CEIve 1s a fixed amount of R895 —
regardless of the responsibility they
carry?”

Medical adviser to The Employment Bu-
reau of Africa (TEBA), Dr Oluf Martiny,
Says. “The mmng mdustry submitted 2
report to the Niewenhuisen Commission

abihity — 1n the same way as Workmen’s
Compensation I think payouts should idea]-
ly be based on skills, responsibility and pro-
duetivity and compensation should be paid
as a percentage of salary ”

When a black miner ig certified compen-
satable, the Compensation Commuissioner
pays the money to the Black Compensation
Fund, which 1s run by the Director Generat
of the Department of Co-Operation and De-
velopment White and coloured miners are
Compensated directly,

Until receently, more than half of black
fniners entitled to payments received noth-
Ing because the onus was on them to claim
the money from the local commissioners
In addition, the amounts paid in small b-
monthly instalments were too small to al-
low many migrants to remain unemployed
In thewr home areas

Some progress has beep made Martiny
says that “since February compensation
for occupational chest diseases has been
paid mn full to beneficiaries at the mnes,
who now recetve active assistance with
deposits, remittances and Investments

“Government regulations have also been
amended, enabling mines to re-employ
workers 1n their previous occupations afty/

TB treatment ”
N
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