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¥ MAIL, November 1 to November 7 1931

Prince Zulu

a helpin

By %mwwz %m.,,_wymmw/p -\ ,%,

LOOKING for casual labour to tide
your business over next week’s stay-
away? Contact Prince Russell Zulu,
member of the Zulu royal family and
Inkatha Freedom Party representative
on the West Rand.

Zulu, who told The Weekly Mail tus
father was “brother to our king’s
father”, has sent a circular letter io
Reef employers in the name of the
[FP, offering “well-disciplined and
hard-workmng people” to assist them
during the general strike on Monday
and Tuesday next week

The Weekly Ml possesses a Capy
of a letter, 1ssued by Zulu’s
Krugersdorp office, which wams that
the stayaway will “cripple the econo-
my and mncrease the number of unem-
ployed 1 our country

“Our hand of peace and frendship 1S
open to all employers who need our
help,” 1t says

During an nterview, Zulu said the
free service was for all workers, not
srmply Zulus and IFP members, who
had “lost their jobs as a result of strikes
and sanctions”

However, the IFP would accept vol-
untary donations from people who
found employment.

Although he declined toname them,
he sard some employers had respond-
ed favourably

Zulu declared that the scheme had

been endorsed by the IFP’s Transvaal

secretary, Humphrey Ndlovu

fters
ha Q@

This was denied by party
spokesman Peter auf der Heyde, who
said Ndlovu had only endorsed a pro-
posal that transport be provided for
workers wishing to work during the
stayaway.

The IFP wamed 1n a statement yes-
terday that stayaway action could
heighten tensions

Reacting, Congress of South
African Trade Unions press officer
Neil Coleman satd Zulu’s offer
appeared to form part of a larger pat-
tern, in which the IFP lured jobless
Natal workers to the Reef on the
promise of employment

Reports had also reached Cosatu
that Inkatha’s Transvaal youth leader,
Themba Khoza, was running an
employment agency, Coleman said

Rejecting the allegation as “abso-
lutely ridiculous”, Khoza said
“Unemployed people come to the
Reef by themselves, we don’f encour-
age them ”

He said he knew Zulu — the piince
was 1n fact his cousin — but Knew
nothing of his offer to employers,
which was not offical Inkatha policy

The government had erred in the
way 1t had implemented VAT, Khoza
said mn a lengthy statement yesterday
Ordmary people should have been
more directly involved 1n formulatng
Value-Added Tax policy

However, he called on Cosatu to
rettunk the stayaway, arguing that it
counld “irresponsibly” deratl political

negotiations

H

Lo ‘11'[
[" -
- [ B
T
a1
' "41‘
- ]

A R PR

- v
Hu ..lﬂ. LY U =-_ |.|_
1 ll...h _.._. ‘.ll -1 T '.-.HII.. "1
- .__L Y rg—=" r & F
4 t ._.....-..._._.J-_ - 1 ._m_..
il ¥ L s I L
TR -]
_.- 1# — \%U i .
- ' q1| H.H - r._L_l_._- - -
" x of _rﬂ.-l- q-..ll.-r.r- - 1-'
A R T e B
¥ - o BT
& b

L 1
e v, - F - - =y
Y - A0 1 Fa - ] F
T - o el b § '
{ T s 2T 3 o .....L.—nHT t LS v i “Tgaavs ]
h_ L - |1- f-ll % ' ! 1.}
] .h* ﬂn...m{v ! 5 -.—.ﬂ....—..__lu-__._..m.ﬂ. v gt

. .-J- = -
LI s L} =y -
m 5r r e o
iR ...ﬂn._.._—..__......_._._ut AR .-._.-q-.'.."_..u_" Frt: Joud i

L

Prince Russell Zulu is ready to supply labour duning the
stayaway Photo KEVIN CARTER




A WEXT week’s two-day stayaway 1s
i3 B8 more than a tax revolt — 1t 1s partof a
=) "‘5:;, R frontal challenge to the government’s
4 ¥ right to frame economic policy

The immediate 1ssue 18 Value-Added Tax,
but the underlying agenda of the labour
movement and its political alhes1sto force a
moratortum on economic change and to
bring 1t within the ambit of negotrations

The state’s “unilateral restructuring of the

| economy’” has become the latest union buzz-

phrase and VAT 1s seen as one facet of this

The stayaway — the Congress of South
African Trade Umons (Cosatu) prefers the
less accurate but more apocalyptic term
“general strike” — is the first concrete
expression of emerging unity on the left.

Spearheaded by Cosatu, it also involves
the National Council of Trade Umions and
12 other worker bodies, and has received the
backing of the African National Congress,
the Pan Africanist Congress, the Azanian
People’s Organisation and the South African
Communist Party

Process 1s partly at 1ssue the campaign 1s
integral to a broader push for a transitional
order m which the government starts to cede
power to the black majority But the confhct
also centres on the nature of change -—— two
philosophies are at odds socialism, i a loose
sense, and economic ltberalism a la former

Tiiere's a
lot more

strike
than taxes

The looming two-day stayaway s, the
unions tell us, about taxes But there are
more fundamental things at stake here,

reports DREW FORREST The real 1ssue

15 Who controls the economy?

British prime rmimster Margaret Thatcher

There 15 general agreement that restructuring
1s taking place, but that it 1s nothing new

Faced with declining growth rates in the
early 1980s, says top Finance Department offi-
ctal Coen Kruger, the government moved to
spur economic activity in line with world
trends by scaling down its role and giving the
private sector its head

“When the economy was strong, pohcy was
essentially a response to the busimess cycle,” he
said “For some years there has been a long-
term, comprehensive approach to restructur-
Iﬂg 7

Alan Hirsch, a Cape Town economist who
advises the ANC, believes that the influence of
Afrikaner capital, notably in the person of for-
mer Gencor boss Wim De Villiers, was crucial
to the shift. He also argues that the government
came to see apartheid as synonymous with
economically interventiomst government.

Linked to this was a move from import
replacement to an export onentation — large-
ly because local production of former imports,
an offspring of “total strategy” thinking, had
reached its celling

The new outlook gave rise to a cohesive
package of fiscal, monetary, trade and other
policy reforms designed to beost private busi-
ness and expand 1its role These included pri-
vatisation and commercialisation of state con-

cerns, deregulation and moves, in the 1988
Labour Relations Amendment Act, to ltmit the
power of organised Jabour

Fiscal reforms have seen a cut in direct taxa-
tion on companies — by two percent to 48 per-
cent i the last budget, but the official aim 1s 40
percent — coupled with a move to a broader-
based consumption tax, VAT

VAT 1s central to the state’s new “outward”™
policy By taking machinery purchases out of
the tax system — capital goods were subject to
GST — the new tax 1s designed to put South

African exporters on the same footing as their
foreign nvals

The tide of laissez-faire 1s also mbbling at
the protective walls around local industry- in
moves to boost business efficiency, reduce
prices and spur exports, the government has
scrapped quantitative import controls and 1s
restructuring protective tariffs A recent
Industrial Development Corporation report,
under consideration by the government, calls
for tanfis to be reduced gradually

Coen 1nsists that the government’s aim 1s to
promote growth, create jobs and broaden the
tax base, to raise addrtional revenue for social
spending A key rationale for VAT, for exam-
ple, 1s that as a more efficient instrument, it will
stem leakages 1n the tax system.

The unions take a very different view. Their

first concern 1s that almost every government
measure hits jobs or the living standards of
the poor

VAT, they argue, has been introduced in a
particularly pristine form without regard for
the impoverished, while privatisation and
commercialisation have brought swinging
job cuts wherever they have been applied.
Tanffreform may also encourage lean, mean
enterprises with fewer employees

But there 15 a more sinister perception of the
governiment agenda *‘The underlying theme
of all these measures 1s to ensure that the
economy stays in white hands,” asserts
National Umon of Mineworkers’ economist
Martin Nicol “Political reform will take
place without economic reform, without
redistribution except on the terms of caprtal.”

The argument is that by forcing through
major economic change n advance of pol:ti-
cal negotiations, the National Party govern-
ment 1s underming the capacity of a post-
apartheid state to re-apportion wealth

There are signs that popular resistance has
put the brake on aspects of the government’s
programme Commerciahisation 18 proceed-
ing apace 1n such areas as the post office,
Transnet and state forests, but since last
year’s mass protests privatisation appears to
have been quietly shelved

It 1s sigmificant that in March last year
President FW de Klerk announced that R1-
bithion earmarked for social projects might be
raised from the proceeds of privatisation
Instead, the money that was spent came from
one of the government’s strategic funds

Next week’s stayaway is unlikely to force
changes 1n the VAT system, but 1t will
undoubtedly encourage greater state circum-
spection about economic reform without con-

sultation

The conflict also raises some prickly ques-
tions for the umons, which are formally com-
mutted to spurring growth, improving industri-
al efficiency and promoting €xports

Can these objectives be squared with
Cosatu’s own restructuring proposals, which
lay heavy emphasis on jJob security.and
expanded worker power? Will they be served
by the greatly increased strike rnghts Cosatu 1s
demanding? How, without rewarding and rem-
forcing ineffictency, 1s one to protect employ-
ment 1n uncompetitive industries and the bloat-

ed public sector?

While formally acknowledging a post-
apartheid role for private business, umomsts
often evince a knee-jerk hostility to profit as
inherently exploitative More broadly, what 1s
Cosatu’s attitude towards company profitabil-
ity and to government measures which seek to
promote 1t?
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XT week’s potentially
massive two-day stayaway
on VAT is now a certainty,
after the failure of
eleventh-hour moves by business
leaders to broker further talks between

the cabmnet and the labour movement.
At a press conference on

Wednesday, Congress of South
African Trade Untons general secre-
tary Jay Naidoo warned that the
action, set for Monday and Tuesday,
would be the largest in South Afnca’s
hustory, suggesting a possible turnout
of more than two million workers,

He added that it would be the first
salvo m a carpaign continuimng mto

the new year, and that industrial action ~ -
might be broadened to mnclude

demands for an end to PAYE.,

The VAT campargn and the ““gener-
al strike™ have been cructal catalysts in
the emerging umty between historical-
ly fragmented anti-apartheid forces.
Drawing together Cosatu and 1ts
smaller rival, the Nattonal Council of
Trade Unions, 1t commands the sup-
port of the Afncan National Congress,
the Pan Afficamst Congress, Azapo
and the South African Communist
Party

Black business groupings have also
pledged support. Small businesses
under the umbrella of the National
Afrnican Federated Chamber of
Commerce and Industries and
Federation of African Business and
Consumer Orgamsations are to close
between 11am and 3pm on both stay-
away days, while the South African
Black Taxi Association has asked
members to transport only studerits,
teachers and essential service workers.

Sources confirmed yesterday that
through *“person to person” contact

[ —

business to avert the VAT-linked

nessmen had attempted to restart talks
aimed at avertng the stayaway. “The
govemnment has dug mn it heels,” he
said. “The mam concem is the revenue
implications of meeting the unjons’
VAT demands

And 1n other developments this
week:

®An estumated 3 500 doctors coun-

trywide shut up shop in an unprece-
dented protest against the
VAT onformerly GST-exempt medi-
cal services

®The Inkatha Freedom Party
attacked the stayaway as “a power-
play in which Cosatu . . wishes to
exploit the VAT issue to humiliate the
government, while projecting them-
selves and their ANC and SACP allies
as championing the mterests of the
people”. The IFP warned that the
action would heighten tensions m the
townships.

®Non-ahigned unions which took

Millions brz

siayaway DREW FORREST reports £
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VAT announced that they had with-
drawn from various ant1-VAT struc-
tures 1n protest agamnst Cosatu’s “big
federation chauvimsm and sectarian.
1sm”,

Ol 15 unclear whether the United
Front of Democratic Independent
Trade Umons opposes the stayaway.,

But 1n view of its smali membership,

.ln- H\l-

. D
peace bid fails
e e U

.Wweek despite a last-minute bid by big

cal effect.

@®Cosatu blamed “agents provoca-
teurs” forincidents m which mimbus-
es with loudhailers had toured Reef
townships warning residents to
observe the stayaway or have their
houses bumat down.

At Wednesday’s press conference,

disciplined stayaway participants
would be blacklsted locally and
abroad and face worker action.

Busmess sources confirm a harden-
ing of employer attitudes and the like-
hihood of retaliatory moves. “There
will be dismussals and disciplmary
action; some employers are threaten-
g to close for the week,” said one
source “Employers feel this 15 not
their quarre].”

Claimng that research had con-
firmed a three to five percent increase
in the cost of living for the poor since
the faunch of VAT, Naidoo said the
umons remained open to tatks with the
government on their demands,

In regard to VAT, these call for the
ze€ro-rating of basic foodstuffs and
medical services, negonations on ade-
quate poverty-relief programmes and

measures to cushion small business
Butmore 15 at 1ssue- labour also wants
an end to “unilateral government
restructuring of the economy” and the
establishment of a macro-economc
hegotiating forum ivolving labour,
employers, political parties and the
state

“Barend du Plessis’ conciliatory
statements at the IMF conferance
Bangkok (acknowledgmn gthe needfor
a soctal contract with labour) have not
been translated into a preparedness to
resoive the conflict at home,” Naidoo

with cabinet ministers, senior busi- part in the recent union “summit” on s Opposiuon would have Iittle pract:- said
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The prince has sent a circular lefte
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LOOKING for “disciplined” labout to ¢
week’s stayaway? Prince Russeli

family and an Inkatha Freedom P

1] 9

€ your business over next

Zylu (nght), a member of the Zulu royal
official, would be only too happy to

_ Inkatha, offermg the fiee services O] u.:ﬁ_m:.&m&ﬁ

L.l

F o Reef employers in the name of

lined and hard-working

people™ to assist durin g the general strike o Ecmum%
week The letter warns that th

Incredse the number of unemployed in our country”
Zulu says the service g free, but the IFP would b

donations from people who found employment.
Next week’s anti-VAT strike: PAGES 6 and 7

€ stayaway will “cripple the economy and




Non-strikers face intimidation

INTIMIDATION has become the focus of<
next week’s anti-VAT strike amid reportsgs.

of township residents being threatened\
with death for avoiding the stayaway «nd

calls by some groups ${0 defy the sinke

Strike organisers Cosatu and Nactu em-™
phasised earlier this week that people had here to the stayaway.

the right to stay home or go to work an

that they were committed to a peaceful
strike. The ANC and Cosatu challengec{a

police to arrest intirmmdators

called on Cosatu to rethink its stayawa

VERA VON LIERES \S2
and WILSON ZWANE

aence and high unemployment

Inkatha said people were driving around
eef townships warning rea¢ents to 3 -

gummerce

Johannesburg Chamber o

and Industry president Mike Cato said in-
timidation was emerging as the biggest

\prnblem in the run-up to the stayaway

The Inkatha Freedom Party yesterday,n A Soweto resident, who preferred not to
y ~b

e named, said men in a police-escorted

eall, saying it was not in the interests of the vehicle threatened residents of Chiawelo,

country because of low business confi-

Strike &'l

Soweto, with death if they heeded the
stayaway call, “These men — who were
speaking 1n Zulu and Sotho — said workers
should go to work as the police would
provide protection”

GERALD REIL.LY reports that Soweto
police spokesman Col Jac de Vries saxd the
police van was out of bounds if 1t had
indeed escorted the men “We need details
of the mcident so that we can investigate
l..t b |

Thokoza Hostel Dwellers Association
chairman Zakhele Mlambo said members
of his orgamsation would go to work as
they were not consulted by the orgamsers
of the stayaway

Law and Order Mmmstry spokesman
Capt Craig Koize said the SAP was pre-
pared for any tensions that might arise

At least two trade union federations
have rejected the strike Secretary of the
75 000-strong Federation of Transnet
Unions, Abe Koekemoer, said the mtroduc-
tion of VAT did not justify a strike, while

O Toa Page 2

‘C_,.‘L [3J From Page 1

the general secretary of the 250 000-mem-
ber Federation of Salaried Staff Associ-
ations, Piet Heymans, said the strike could
further damage an aiready stramed eco-
nomy

Employer bodies Sacob and Seifsa said
they advocated a policy of no work, no pay
Seifsa executive director Brian Angus satd,
however, companies were within thewr
rights to take disciphinary action

Chamber of Mines public affairs and
commumncations spokesman Peter Bunkell
said the mimng industry regarded Novem-
ber 4 and 5 as normal working days “The
manner 1n which member mines give ef-
fect to that ruling will be determned by
mndividual mine managements ™

More than 20000 motor workers were
likely to observe the strike, motor industry
sources said The stayaway could cost the
motor mndusiry R120m 1n lost turnover.

Actions orgamsed by the VAT Co-ordin-
ating Comrmitee mclude rallies and
marches 1n all major centres

M
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Growing catalogue of intimidation

Fresh pleas to
call off strike

f

Staff Reporters

. 4 WAl
Mounting reports of in-

timidation have led to re-

newed calls to call off
Monday and Tuesday’s
national strike in protest
against VAT on basic
foods and medical ser-
vices, while organisers
have claimed a deliberate

smear campaign is 1
progress against them 1

The country is divided mto SR ":H;:‘- '
pro and anti-strike camps, R o I BT
ST SO T

with a bitter war of words
raging ahead of what organi-
sers say will be the biggest
strike in the nation’s story
The strike has been called
by the Congress of South
African Trade Unions and
the National Councitl of
Trade Unions who have
called on all workers to stay
away Exempted from the
call are school pupils, many
of whom are writing exams,
teachers, health workers and

journaiists

Backers

f Main backers of the strike
include the ANC, the PAC,
and the South African Coun-
c1l of Churches Major oppo-
nents 1nclude the National
Party, big business and the
Inkatha Freedom Party

Increasing numbers of re-
ports of intimidation ahead
of the stayaway have been
received. They include:
® Pamphlets distributed in
Soweto threatened workers
with death, according to a
Johannesburg employer
® A Pretoria manufacturer’s
120-strong workforce said

they had been intimidated t0 | | jeraning to mother . . . the Prince'and Princess of Wales attend the opening!

F‘tﬁ’uﬁ;?}lg: ggplg;tg i%?il en | ‘the formal speech on behalf of the Conservative government. Report on Pa

m a van using a loud-hailer

to threaten people with o I ® ' } .. t
death or burming down therr AllSSleS, ndians shape up 1o
homes If they went to work {
® On Wednesday a Star jour- | »

nalist was threatened with f' h f S '® b . t
i e o e | Tight for Springbok cricketer:
went to work during the . | I
stayaway. The journalist | Pretoria Correspondent Dave Richards, the. ACB’S  yesterday Although tH
also heard that people who | ~ chef executive, sad. .., . »« Was “some discussion” i

worked would be assaulted § , ;5 15 hlounne wnom world  “T have no comment until  had been no officral v
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' of*the stayaway have been

recetved They melude:

@ Pamphlets distributed 1n
Soweto threatened workers
with death, according to a
Johannesburg employer.,

® A Pretoria manufacturer’s
120-strong workforce said
they had been imntimidated to
stay at home on both days.

@ Numerous reports of men
In a van using a loud-hailey
to threaten people wit
death or burning down their
homes if they went to work
® On Wednesday a Star jour-

nalist was threatened with |

death by eight youths i1f he
went to work during the
stayaway. The journalist
also heard that people who
worked would be assaizlted

ANC spokesman Saki Ma-
cozoma said the threat to
The Star journalist was
“completely unacceptable”
and the organisation was
looking 1nto the matter

Cosatu spokesman Neil
Coleman said the reports of
intimidation were begimning
to seem lhke a co-ordinated
campaign to discredit the
general strike.

“Such blatant, transparent
and crude threats . . logk
like carefully selected tar-
gets by those wishing to dis-
credit the strike and to cre-
ate as much controversy as
passible,” he said. “We re-
peat our challenge fo police
to arrest those responsible ”

SA Council of Churches
general secretary Dr Frank
Chikane yesterday noted the
“expected widespread sup-
port” for the sirike adding
the council hoped 1t would be
undertaken 1 a peaceful and
orderly manner

*~  Setback

In Cape Town, the trade
union-led alliapce against
VAT suffered a setback
when the National Congress
of Trade Umons complaimed
of being sidelined by Cosatn
on the eve of the strike. It
said that although i1t was
committed to the stayaway,
1t would find 1t difficult fo

work with Cosatu.

The National Party has

condemned the planned
stayaway as “highly irre-
sponsible” and the Federa-
tion of Trade Unions of
Transnet — representing
75 000 workers — yesterday
also rejected the strike.
, Inkatha Freedom Party’s
Themba Khosa called on the
organisers to rethink the
protest Business confidence
was alarmingly low and un-
employment alarmingly high
— and the last thing the
strugghing economy needed
was a strike, Mr Khosa said

® More reports — Page 3

1w



Talkback
topic

A national strike has
been called for Mon-
day and Tuesday next
week as a protest
against the introduc-
tion of VAT.

What .do you think
about it? Is this the
right way to make poli-
tics or not? Are you
concerned that there
might be violence?

Telephone Radio
Metro DJ Tim Modise
between 5pm and 6pm
today and share your
opinion with the nation
on the Sowetan/Radio
Metro Talkback Show.

The hotline number
is 714-8063. Listen 10
the programme on me-
dium wave, 576KhZ.

1S2
Eiiiployers, on the other
hand, have adopted a “no
work no pay’’ policy
Several munes under the
Chamber:of Mines have
threatened disciphinary ac-
tion agamnst workers who
stayed away on Monday
and Tuesday
Chamber of Mines
spokesman Mr Peler
Bunkell said the chamber
had not taken a position on

Fir

3
e it -!‘-;I'f

g

whether or not workers<s~
who took part 1n the smkcz-
would be penahised ~

He said individual min-
ing houses were making
their own decisions

Naidoo warned yester-
day that employers who
took action agamst their
workefs would be car-

marked for future industrial o

action’’ " > (‘\
The Afrnkaanse

Handelsmstiuut sad South
Africa could not afford to
allow the economy to be
paralysed by mdustnal ac-
tion @

Disputes will have to be-

resolved through ncgotia-

tions; the nstitute said
The Umted Workers Un-

ton of SA sad it would not

take part i the strike ”f‘

1
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By ALI MPHAKI

THE- - strike at a
Johanneburg factory in-
volving about 800 workers
who downed tools alier 4
colleague was dismusscd
fordisplaying condoms en-
tered 1ts fourth week yes-
terday ' .
Workers at R&R To-
bacco ;Manufacturers 1n

| Croesus are prolesung

against the “onfar dis-
missal’’ of Mr Bongane
Muthmimkulu and are de-
manding his remslalement
Mihymkulu, ashop stew-
ard, was dismissed on Scp-
tember 30 for displaying
condoms before white fe-
malccolleagucs
Mthimkulu was {ired on
the;grounds ol sexual har-
assmenl
A rspokesman for the
Food”and Allied Workers
Unton:said management’s
attitude had been ncgative
since the strike staried
Asked to commept, a
company spokesman said
“We.have an agreement
with the umon not to make
anysunilateral statements
We strive to solve ourprob-
lems 1nlerna]1y A

fr
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THE disciphinary hearings
of Umiversity of Cape
Town workers who took
part 1n a stormy campus
strike 1n September could
Icad to further industnial
| action, theiwr trade union
{ warned this week

Workers were to meet
this week to discuss UCT’s
refusal to wathdraw disca-
plinary action against 30
union members, said
Transport and General
Workers Unton Cape Town
branch secretary MrHarald
Harvey

*Workers will be look-
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ing at a d r the first
dispute meeting with UCT,
but given management’s
intransigence, a stnke 1s
hikely,” smd Harvey

The umon tast Monday
declared a dispute with
UCT over its refusal to ac-
cede to demands that some
40 chdrges against the
former strikers be with-
drawn

The two-week strike 1n
September forced the um-
versily's closure for one
day and was marked by
burmng barricades on cam-
pus roads and sindents dis-

—

rupting lectures with fire
hoses and extingiushers

In terms of the recogm-
tion agreementbetween the
parues, three meetings
have to be held once a dis-
pute 15 declared, followed
by cumpulsory mediation
and a further dispute meet-
ing, UCT acgistrar Mr
Hugh Amoore said

Proceedings

He said the university
would continue with disci-
plinary proceedings against
the 30 workers A state-
ment would be 1ssued once

R
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the proceedings were over,
he added

According to Harvey,
striking workers were in-
volved in  “two kinds of
actions’’

“There were those, hke
sinking and barncading the
campus, which were man-
datcd by worhers Then
there were actions which
occurred ountside the work-
ers’ mandate

“If workers are singled
out for disciphnary pro-
ceedings i terms of the
first kind of action, we con-
sider that to be viclimisa-

titon of individuals
“Those workers who

acted exphicitly outside the
general mandate will be
disciplined 1 terms of the
umon constitution,’” he
satd

Amoore said the umver-
sity was still gathenng evi-
dence against students who
were allegedly mvolved
disruption of campus ac-
Livities

No students had yet been
iformed of possible pro-
ceedings against them, he
said

End-of-year exams have
started at UCT - Sapa
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IT IS workers out, but pupls
in during the first two days of
next week.

Thousands of workers are expected
to stay away from work on Monday
and Tuesday in the ani-VAT cam-
patgn cailed by the Congress of South
Afncan Trade Unions and the Na-
tional Council of Trade Unions

But the orgamsers and other poltical
orpamsations have joined in urging pupils
to go to school and not 1o dismopt thest
EXams

The VAT Co-ordinating Commuttee and
the police have sct np hason structures (o
deal with incidents that may anee from the
anlu-VAT stnke

The Mimstry of Law and Order saxd the
police were not aganst legal protestacuon
but had to mantain law and order The
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By JOE MDHLELA, MOKGADY
PELA and SAPA

police yesterday agreed (0 act withun the
confines of the Natonal Peace Accord

The nalional general stnike s alzo
backed by independent trade vnions the
ANC Azapo PAC churches black boun-
ness groups and 1o assocrations

Solidarity

Earler thus week doctors throughout the
couniry expressed thewr sohdarity with the
anis YAT campaign by closing their sor-
genes for twl days

The protest 15 a sequel to the implemen
lation of VAT on basic Foodstuffs and
medical services It came imnto effect on
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= Jay
Naidoo

* Due to the national stayaway called
for Monday November 4 and Tuesday
November 5, Sowetan will not be pub-
lishing on those days. Normal editions
of your favourite newspaper will
resume on Wednesday November 6

have been
exempted’

|

@From page 1 -

September 30

Cosatu general secretary
MrJay Naidoo said school-
ing should not be mntcr-
rupted.~.

“Pupils and teachers
have been exempted from
partmlpatm g 1in _the
stayaway so that examihia-
ttons could continue wﬂh-
out any dmruptmn,”
Nawdoo said

Also exempted from the
stayaway are nurses, doc-
" tors, media workers and

others 1n essential services

The president of the

Azaman Youth Orgamsa-
tion, Mr Thami Mcerwa,
sard Azayo had formed ex-
ammination support commit-
tees cuunu'ymde to ensure

that exmmnatmns were not
drsturbed
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. STEFAANS BRUMMER
and HANS-PETER BAKKER
Stafif Reporters

CAPE Town 1s gearmg up
for a two-day general strike
against VAT next week.

On Monday and Tuesday
thousands of workers are ex-
pecfed to stay away from
work, some public transport
may not run and small busi-
nesses will close during certam
hours

Essential health services and
the education sector have been
exempted from the protest by
trade union federations Cosatu
and Nactu and political parties,
including the ANC and the
PAC

Organisers have promised
that public transport will be
available for studenis, teachers
and medical personnel

Supermarkets will stay open

The strike aims to achieve
VAT zero-rating on basic food,
water, electricity, medicine
and medical services

e - s —

The orgamsers also demand
that the government enter ne-
gotiations on “adequate poverty
relief programmes” and that
relief be provided for small

busmesses who find 1t difficult
to admimnister VAT

ANC offictal Mr Tony Yen-
gem said the ANC and Cosatu
were “not married to the 1dea
of a general strike” and even
at this late stage 1t could be
called off if the government re-
considered

Spokesmen for Pick’n Pay
and Checkers confirmed that
theiwr stores would be open
They said alternative arrange-
ments had been made to
counter the strike

Nactu said they had enlhsted
the support of City Tramways
bus drivers but a spokesman
said the company would do its
best to ensure that all services
ran on {ime

Spoornet said suburban
trains would run normally

Cosatu and other parties said
at a Press conference yester-

day that many small business-
es had agreed to close between
noon and 2pm on Monday and
Tuesday and that taxi associa-
tions had been approached

There had been a call for
marches to local-authority of-
fices and for the occupation of
rent offices and private clinics
in protest against VAT

The Umiversity of Cape Town
will remain open but the Uni-
versity of the Western Cape 1s
closing to allow studenis and
staff to take part 1n the protest
meetings and marches

UCT exams and all other
functions would be as usual,
said registrar Mr Hugh
Amoore

As 1n pohtically-motivated
stayaways, the unmiversity
would adopt a no-work, no-pay,
no-penalfy policy.

At UWC exams have been
rescheduled and staff wishing
to support the stayaway will be
able to do so According to the
registrar, the principle of no-
work, no-pay will not apply

The Cape Town Chamber of
Industries has recommended
that businesses apply the no-
work, no-pay principle

Executive director Mr Colin
McCarthy said the chamber
was unable {o put pressure on
business but its view was that
Monday and Tuesday were nor-
mal working days

ANC Western Cape chairman
Dr Allan Boesak said a moni-
toring body had been set up to
prevent mtimidation

“We will keep a very close
watch We will identify those
people and try to 1solate them
so that they do not have the op-
portumty to interrupt what will
be a well-disciphined mass-ac-

tion.”

Dr Boesak said the protest
action was “a rather drastic
one that the organisations in-
volved have not taken hghtly
in response to the utter irre-
sponsibility of the
government”. SR

T
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Police spokesman Captain

Hendrik Opperman said police
patrols throughout the Pemnsu-
la would be increased on Mon-
day and Tuesday, especially n
industrial centres, tax1 and bus
ranks, rallway stations and oth-
er places used by commuters.

Police would not hesitate to
act against intimidators

There had been rumours that
vehicies had been driving
around townships threatening
reprisals 1f workers did noi
stay away, but they had not |
been confirmed

Those mmtimidated could call
the nearest police station amo-
mymeously and' the, complamnt

would be mvestigated




Tension risin
over VAT strike

Political Staff

TENSION over the two-day VAT
stayaway continued to mount ves-
terday as the organisers moved to
allay fears that intimidation and
violence would result from the
national strike.

The National Party entered the
slanging-match surrounding the pro-
test due for Monday and Tuesday with
a statement deseribing 1t as “highly
1Irresponsible”

It saad that 1f the campaign led to
violence, intimidation and a loss of
imcome the ANC and 1ts partners
could not escape responsibility

The NP was also seriously dis-
turbed that there had already been
complamis of intimidation

However, the text of the stnke
gurdelines i1ssued by organisers Co-
satu and Nactu stresses that “those
who go to work must be allowed to do
so without inttmadation”

The Western Cape ANC said the
strike could still be averted 1if the
government reconsidered its unilater-
al imposition of VAT

- —uasn il le™ s el bl e’ -y S - [
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The government 1s being called
upon to zero-rate basic foods, water,
electricity, medicines and medical
services, negotiate on “adequate pov-
erty relief programmes”, special VAT
provisions for small businesses, and
“the establishment of a macro-econo-
mic negotiations forum to negotiate
key economie issues of concern to
workers, especially taxation and re-
trenchments”

The VAT Actior Co-ordinating Com-
mittee was seriou. about the intended
stayaway on November 4 and 5 and
was “not kicking up dust”, Cosatu
Western Cape secretary Mr Alan Rob-
erts said yesterday

Essential services

significantly, Cosatu’s main partner
in the organisation of the worker boy-
cott, the National Council of Trade
Unions (Naectu), was absent from the
announcement of the plan of action,
and was not a signatory to 1t Nactu,
however, has previously given 1ts sup-
port to the action

Among Western Cape actions
planned for the two-day stayaway are

d

widespread work stoppages and no
buses or taxis except for medical
workers, students and those employed
1n essential services

It was stressed at the press confer-
ence yesterday that there was to be no
disruption of academic activities and
medical services

@ The University of Cape Town an-
nounced yvesterday that the university
would be open during the stayaway,
and that the policy of “no work, no
pay’ applied to UCT workers

® A letter allegedly written by an
Inkatha Freedom Party official to
companies on the Reef offering casual
labour for the duration of the strike
sparked an angry reaction from the
ANC which said this could lead to
violent confrontations

However, IFP central committee
member Mr Thamba Khoza distanced
the party from the letter whach “dad
not represent official party policy”

The writer had not been authorised
to send the letter by local or national
IFP leadership

He added that the IFP believed that
all those going to work should be al-
lowed to do so without fear of 1intimi-
dation or harassment

e —



Hi ICE
for strike
n W Cape

Staff Reporter

A general strike next
week would cost the
Western Cape R100 mil-
lion, Cape Town Cham-
ber of Commerce man-
power manager Mr Charl
Adams said yesterday

But 1t was dafficult to
predict how many
people would join the
strike because the 1ssue
had become clouded by
“political and economic
sentiment”, he said

Mr Adams said a
general stritke would
cost the nation about
R1 billion and could
have serious implica-
tions which could fur-
ther contribute to “insta-
bility and violence”

The Chamber of Com-
merce had advised its
members to adhere to a
policy of no work no pay,
and i1t was management’s
prerogative to 1nvestli-
gate “every case’’, he
said

City Council director
of personnel Mr Dawvid
Berett:1 said essential
services would be fully
staffed over the two
days, but the same would
possibly not be true of
non-essential services

o
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Leaders should be big

IN RESPONSE to The Star’s
commendable Peace Train
mitiative, 1t must be asked
why has there bheen a pre-
vailing silence on the grea-
test current threat to peace?

If the ostensible leaders of
the oppressed were commit-
ted to the Peace Accord,
they wounld call off the
planned VAT strike

This 1s not to deny the
right of the voteless to for-
cefully impress on the Gov-
ernment their views about
the new tax system It 1s an
appeal to the proponeats of
the strike to serve their con-
stituents — the poor — het-
ter than they are now doing

I listened with sadness to
an NECC spokesman trying
to explain on radio why they
could not move the strike to
a date after matric exams

[ 7 A T

The strike organisers’
feeling was that after exams
the country will be 1n holi-
day ume, and therefore less
impact would be had

I read with relief, but
scepticism, that the strike
proponents have “exempt-
ed” teachers and students

Relief because there is at
least some awareness of the
plight of students, scepil-
cism grounded 1n experience
of mass mobilisation 1n the
past

Wil the troops on the
ground heed thewr leaders’
calls (or even be aware of
them) to exempt teachers
and students when the barri-
cades are set up?

In terms of Professor
Lawrie Schlemmer’s 1nci-
sive position paper on the
violence 1n South Africa, the

enough 0 ca

ANDRIES LATEGAN

VAT strike will provide a
triggering event that may
flare into violence.

In 1990 when the call was
out for teachers not to co-
operate with DET struc-
tures, a principal on the
Fast Rand went to s
school to prepare for an en-
richment programme. That
evening he was visited by
teacher acfivists who re-
marked on hs nice house
Then came the chilling
warning “You know this
house 1s only standing be-
cause we did not bring our
matchbox ™

Intimidatory tactics of
this nature are consistently
under-reported One re-
markable exception was the

2l nlql

article by Jon Qwelane in
the Sunday Star, describing
in detall how self-appointed
representatives of “a certain
teacher organisation” dic-
tated the course of events in
some Soweto schoals in tan-
dem with “a certain student
orgamsation”, according to
decisions made elsehwere

Qwelane’s decision not to
name the orgamsations con-
cerned 1s 1itself eloquent tes-
timony to the level of coer-

c1on A_MN. vh

Exempting teachers and
students from the strike 1s
unrealistic Experience indi-
cates 1t 1s unhkely that the
exemption will be heeded by
activists on the ground Fur-
ther, many teachers and stu-
dents themselves will be
hesitant to 1solate them-

Il the whole thing off

selves from community ac-
tion

A tradition of dernocratic
vaicing of polhitical view-
points 1s still too weakly es-
tablished 1n society at large
to risk another disrupted
matric examination

The strike proponents
should be hig enough to call
off the whole mistaken
project If they cannot do
that, they should at least be
sufficiently responsible to
take 1t well _out of -school
time

If they act responsibly,
they will surely benefit
when the time comes that
they put themselves to the
test of the free vote

@® The author 18 former
Free State director of the
Urban Foundation
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' SOUTH Afr ca‘ns are bracing themseﬁ"—/and

'_tlon for what Is

> stocking their chpboards — this weekend in pre:mra-
expected to be the couniry’s Iar
* patlonwide general strike next week. , i
enf2 and in-

There are widaapread fears that vio
timidatlon will come close on the heels of the strike
— called In protest aﬁahmt the introduction of VAT

—hutlminainn

, the African Natlonal Con-

gress and the ﬂnngreba of South African Trade

Unlons, are co-operating

closely with the South Alrid-

tan Police to try to nip anﬁinreat before it spreads '

Cosatu assistant secre

tary-general Sam Shilowa

r gald this week that llalson structures, from nationat,
reglonal and local lavels — comprising seniot police
and Cosatu officials — had been established.. . *

Whlla Cosatu will monitor theé, response to the

sta away and the number of
gkt ve been nnkedio!g:f&atrong presence

Pollce ha

going to work,

point” areas such as hostels, railway sta-

umﬁ ¢ townships where violence
<, Frequent t—umunleatio‘h

}MJ
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-me ease“q’
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inglustry’

KAIZER NYATSUMBA
Political Staff

SOUTH Africa’s giant elec-
triclty supplier, Eskom, yes-
terday announced its tariff
increase for 1002 would be
D percent — 5 percent below
the predicted inﬂaﬂou rate.

It sald that by keeping
its increase below inflation,
it would be g an ef-
fective reduction in the real
price of directly supplied
electricity over the next five
years of 20 percent.

Eskom belleves the move
will make SA Industries
more competitive in the In-
ternational market.

Amnmouncing what he de.
seribed as a “precedent-set-
ting compact™ with electrici
ty consumers at Megawatt
Park, Sandton, yesterday,
Eskom general manager for
finance Dr Mick Davis said
the five-year pricing agree-
ment came on top of a
13,7 percent reductlon over
the past five years.

He snid the benefits of the
@ TO PAGE 2.

Star deliveries
during strike
DELIVERIES of The Star
are expected to be disrupt-
ed by atrike actlon on Mon-
day and Tuesday To alle-

viate ke disrmption as
much as posslble, The Star

 will be produced as a

morning paper on thoze
days.

Sireet sales will be Hin-
ited, and readers who nor-
mally buy thelr Stars on

might break ouit.
between the pollce and’
.Cosatu is lanned to en-
-,aurd swlft actlon against
anyone involved in intim-
idatlun and violence

Witwaterarand police
spokesman Captain Eu-
gene 0{: perman con-
irmed the llaison with
Cosatu. He said the rhlice
were planning to patl-ul
in areas with a reputa-
tion for violence.

“We are also taking
special precautions to
protect commuters. Our
aim, together with Cosa.
tu, is to epsure that peo-
ple who want to go to
work are not intimidat-
ed,” Captain Opperman
Baid

In spite of the special
precautions, reports of
intimidation came from
Svweto earlier this week
with reports of people
travelling in cars with
loudhailers warning them
not to ge to work

According to the South
African Institute of Race
Relatlaons {SAIRR) the
threats were made to res-
{dents all over Soweto

Foars

SAIRR spokesman
Moira Campbell said
they were oot able to dis-
close how many people
had heard the threats but
gaid the people who in-
formed them about the
threats were “very” reli-
nble soutrces

She saitd their sources
did not report the threats
to the police because of
fear for reprisals

“The 1dentlty of the in-
timidators is nnknown to
our sources but the
threats were made ip
Zulu, Tswana and Sotho,”
she said

Soweto police spokes-
man Colonel Tienle Hal-
gryn sald the police had
not received any com-

laints of intimidation
rom Sowetans.

He said the loudhaller
matter was being investi-

® TO PAGE 2.
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A Checkers spokes-
aman said 1t had made
contingency plans and
the stores would be
¥ ‘%“open as normal”

! gated but the1r task was  Workers who did come
:’ imade difficult by the to work would be

r
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;_a . Feluctance of residents~3 strengthened with ca-
¥ &)
ever patrolling Soweto  stores will trade durmg
u ¥%‘are on the lookout for
: “every single store will
.} Colonel Halgryn said
+) made special plans toX™1ng deputy executive
4 during the strike pect to find bread —
fuse removal — espe- Catering, Restaurant
whose rubbish 18 col- F-ank Swarbreck said
| ‘tion hags ff,() be collected where they could’
by MoOSt major chain
will not cancel any bus

it to come forward sual staff for the day.
i “The police are huw All OK Bazaars
i) :.-.,,
E ¢ 24 hours a day and we  the strike and a Pick 'n
; Pay spokesman said
" ddthese 1ntimidators,”
1 ~O be open as normal”
# Most suppliers havE\ SA Chamber of Bak-
. ensure essential ser\\_ director Niec Alberts
4 d° vices will be availableN said the public could ex-
Another area expect-$ even if not 1 the nor-
+ ed to be hard-hit 1s ref-(q mal large quantities
! cially Johannesburg s and Tearoom Associa-
‘ suburbs Residents tion executive djrector
»I-lected on these days members were going to
,-|.have been given addi- ‘‘¢ry to keep vﬁnmg
3 1*I:he following week The Juhannesburg
3 transport department
stores plan “business as
usual” operations, routes
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JOHANNESBURG — The planned
national strike against Value Added
Tax (VAT) was the greatest test the
National Peace Accord had faced so
far, peace committee chairman Mr
John Hall said yesterday

He'appealed to leaders of signatory

artms(tﬁx keep to the letter and spirit
ﬂf the accord, even during the run-up
to thééstrlke planned for Monday and
Tuesday

Mr Hall also called on leaders to
refrain from inflammatory statements
that might endanger the peace pro-
cess, and extended his thanks to those
who had stressed their commitment to
peace

“Phe rest of the country 1s waiting to
see whether, at a time when mass ac-
tion of this nature and extent 15 being
planned and carried out, the signator-
1es attach real value to the principles
they endorsed 1n signing the accord ”

® The University of the Western
Cape will be closed on Monday and
Tuesday and no exams will be written
on these days
The Umwversity of Cape Town an-

nounced on Thursday that 1t would be
open on the two days 1n question and
that exams would go ahead

® Cosatu and the South African
Police are to work closely together
during the planned strike to combat
possible 1incidents of violence

Cosatu general secretary Mr Sam
Shilowa said the organisation had set
up a special commititee to monitor the
situation at national, regional and
local levels

&® The Inkatha Freedom Party 1s-
sued a statement vesterday claimng
“inereasing levels of intimidation by
ANC and Cosatu supporters” forcing
township residents not to go to work
on Monday and Tuesday

A Cosatu spokesman described
these allegations as “lies”

® The Mineworkers’ Umion has
warned that employers cannot auto-
matically rely on white workers to fill
strikers’ Jobs during the stayaway

® S1x people were arrested after an
ant1-VAT picket opposite the Inland
Revenue offices 1n Pietershurg yester-
day, police said — Sapa
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"MORE’ than" 800 ‘workers are on' .

] strike after a colleague was dis- Strlke ( lrags
missed for allegedly displaying —————————————l

Foqdnms to a white woman col- k ..

eague. Ks
Bongam Mthimkhulu, 25, a machine On as Wor er

denies charge

4

of ‘sexual

harassment

| operator, was allegedly fired without a
hearing by the R & R Tobacco company

NY 12 NO 51 GUGULETH
TEL

His dismissal sparked the strike, which
has lasted five weeks

The striking workers 1n the company's
{ Industria, Selby and Heidelberg plants
are demanding that Mr Mthimkhuly be
remstated

This week Mr Athimkhulu elaimed he
! had been unfarly disrmissed and was be-
g victimised because a
complaint had been lodged

for sexval harassment

by a white employee to
management

According to Mr
Mthimkhulu, the incident
took place on the day he
received condoms from the
company’s nursing sister

“Iwas told by colleagues
that free condoms were be-

| mg given out at the clinic

“I got a string of 20 con-
doms m sealed wrapping
from the sister and put
fhem 1 my pocket,” he
sad, .

“On my way back to my

work station, two of the
condoms came loose and
fell out onto the ground
They were still in the
sealed wrapping

“As this happened two
white women walked past
me I thought nothing of the
incident and went back to
work

“Later that afternoon I
was told by another col-
league that I had a disci-
plinary hearing against me
for sexual harassment

“When the hearing was

e

convened I told the mem-
ber of management that no
hearing could be held with-
out a representative from
nty umon bemg present

“He 1nsisted that the
hearing go ahead, but I said
1t was my right to have a
uniocn representative and
asked for a postponement.

“The next Monday I was
orr the mghtshift and due to
start work at S5pm

“Before I could leave for
work I was phoned at home
and told that I had heen
dismissed,” he said,

Mr Le Fras Mouton, per-
sonnel manager of R&R
Tobaceco, makers of Lex-
ington and Chesterfield
cigareties, refused to com-
ment

He said that, according
to the recogmtion agree-
ment between the com-
pany and the union, umlat-
eral press statements were
not permitted

Food and Allied Workers |

Union official Mandla
Dhlamim said the com-
pany had not followed the
agreed procedure when fir-
mg Mr Mthimkhuly

Provoked

“It. is unfortunate that,
despite several meetings,
this issue has not been re-
solved,” Mr Dhlamim said

“However, management
18 1nsisting that Mr
Mthimkhulu had provoked
another worker, and that
s action was tantamount
to sexual harassment

“We disagree Workers
have been on strike for five
weeks now and we want
this deadlock to be broken.

“As the first step to re-
solving this matter we are
askmg for an mquiry,” Mr
Dhlamin: said.
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The African National Congress, Pan Africanist Congress and the trade unions are
staking a good measure of their credibility on next week’s anti-VAT strike amid fears
that it might lead to widespread intimidation and violence. MICHAEL MORRIS of the

Weekend Argus Political Staff analyses developments.

| Cr U.Ci t es t

ENSION continues to

mount this weekend in
the countdown to Monday’s
anti-VAT iniative and the

organisers are coming un-
der increasing pressure to

ensure that it passes peace-
fully.

Wide-ranging sectors of the
economy are hracing themselves
for a work slump in one of the
biggest tests of strength between
the major extra-parliamentary
groupings and the government
School pupils — many now writ-
ing exams — teachers, health
workers and journalists have
been exempted from the stay-

away call

From the start, the VAT ecampaign
had more to do with the struggle for
power than the welfare of the poor

And, since the government clearly
1S not about to scrap the successor to
GST (and would probably be Innlls']ll; to
appear to concede to mass action of
this kind) observers are anxious to see

how many workers will heed the call
to stay home

However, for the ANC, PAC, Cosatu
and Nactu, the action could strain
their credibility

If the campaign 1s unpopular in the |

black communities and this leads to
over-zealous orgamsers turning to in-
timidation to try and make it work,

discontent will be widespread and
deep.

Under these conditions, violence
would be also more likely

Clearly with this im mind, the head
of the National Peace Initiative, Mr
John Hall, has 1ssued a cautionary
statement noting that the antl-VAT
strike 18 “the greatest test that the

?ational Peace Accord has faced so
ar?l

He expressed “desperate concern
that the peace process may suffer
over the next few days i1f an earnest
attempt 1s not made by all concerned
to ensure that peace s maintained
and that the moves and countermoves
take place without violence and 1n-
timidation

“The rest of the country 1s waiting |

to see whether, at a time when mass
action of this nature and extent 18 be-

VAT strike

ing planned and carried out, the signa-
tories attach real value to the princi-
ples they endorsed 1n signing the
Accord Now is the time for all who
take the cause of peace seriously to
show that the Accord can work ”

In fact, mounting reports of intimi-
dation have led to renewed calls to
cancel the two-day national strike

Among those who oppose the strike
are the National Party, big business
and Inkatha.

While organisers have claimed a
dehberate smear campaign has been
launched against them, it is clear
there is no unammity 1 any commu-

nmity on whether workers should stay-
away

The difficulty for the ANC and the
pro-strike lobby is that a poor turnout
in the strike will boost the govern-
ment’s strength and, if coercion 1s
used to create a more 1mpressive
strike, they risk losing support in their
own constituency

It 1s hard to predict whether, 1n
these hard times, less than two
months from Christmas, a two-day
stay-away will be popular.

That’s the risk the ANC-alliance has
taken

Trains
and buses
will run

Staff Reporter and Sapa

TRAINS and buses will run and emergency
services are assured — but, regular council
services like refuse removal will be disrupt-
ed by the national anti-VAT strike on Mon-

day and Tuesday.

There.-will be no normal refuse collection
1n the Cape Town mumeipal area on Monday
and Tuesday because most of the council
cleansing staff are expected to take part 1n
the protest

The council has appealed to householders
not to put their refuse ont on these days, but
to keep 1t 1inside their properties until their
next normal collection day

Apart from refuse collections, the council
said other services were hkely to be ad-
versely affected It would do “everything m
1ts power” to mawntain essential services
Emergency services, such as fire brigade,

ambulance and traffic services, would be
maintained as normal

Trains on the suburban and mainline
routes would operate according to schedule
on both days, said Spoornet public relations
officer Miss Yvette Olwage

City Tramways public relations manager
Mrs Jean Welsh said the bus company would
“try our best to operate as normal a service
as possible”

Earlier, the National Council of Trade
Unions (Nactu) said bus drivers who be-
longed to 1ts affiliate, the Transport and Om-
nibus Workers’ Union (Towu), would support
the protest.

The strike orgamsers, Cosatu and Nactu,
have exempted essential health personnel
and scholars from participation in the pro-
test action,

The Cape Town City Council’s munieipal
chimes and other health services will operate
normally

The Medical Officer of Health of the West-
ern Cape Regional Services Council, Dr S A
Fischer, said strike organisers had agreed to

exempt RSC chinics from the protest as they
were considered “essential services”

A spokesman for the Post Office said all
post offices would be open on Monday and
Tuesday and normal postal services would
be provided

Major chamn stores such as Pick 'n Pay
and Checkers will be open on the {wo days,
but members of the Western Cape Traders’
Association (WCTA) have undertaken to
close their stores between 12pm and 2pm on
both days
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and KURT SWAR

CAPE TOWN js bracing itself Jor
paralysis of services and the Westf

ern Cape’s biggest wo
rk sto
sz!;:n the Vqlue—A dded Tax ;’ Ifqﬂge
Way begins omorrpyy /

o @
By NORMAN WEST <2

“ ALL SYSTEMS COULD GO DOWN AS VAT
STRIKERS, COPS PREPARE SHOW OF FORCE
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Members of the Western
Cape Traders’ Association
(WCTA), which represents

. 2 000 small businesses and

larger shopping centres

" mainly on the Cape Flats,

have undertaken to close
their stores between 12pm
and 2pm on both days

The strike call 15 the first

major test of strength for the
Patriotic Front which, 1n its

historie “declaration” last
weekend, called on the 15
million people 1t claims fo

represent to support the
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STRIKERS, COPS PREPARE SHOW OF FORCE

: larger shopping centres
' mainly on the Cape Flats,
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Members of the Western '
Cape Traders’ Association
(WCTA), which represents
9 000 small businesses and

and 2pm on both days

The strike call 15 the first
major test of strength for the
Patriotie Front which, 1n its

their stores between 12pm
q TimeR

hlst?{rmd “dei':llagatmn{l’l lalsg
weekend, called on the
By NORMAN WES fgz million people it claums to

and KURT SWAR

represent to support the
CAPE TOWN is bracing itself for a |

stayaway. ,
The declaration said

"o

paralysis of services and the West-
ern Cape’s biggest work stoppage
when the Value-Added Tax (VAT])
stayaway begins tomorrow

The army 1s to bolster the police 1n

providing a massive presence 1n an at-
tempt to counter possible intimidation

of strike-breakers and commuters dur- |

ing the national two-day sirike.

The orgamsers of the stayaway have ap-
pealed for diseipline and for strikers to
refrain from inhimidation There have aiso
Ee?n calls for the police {0 remain 1mpar-

13

Police spokesman Captialn Attie
Laubscher said yesterday that security
forces would, take special measures to en-
sure that people who wanted to go to work

would be able to do so safely.

“We want to assure people who want to
work that we will be on the ground in the

| townships, on the streets, on stations and

on trains,” he said.

Volatile

The Western Cape Vat Action Co-Ordinat-

| ing Committee 1s to eo-ordinate marches to

|
L

l and the police during the stayaway,

the offices of local authorities 1n protest
against VAT on water and electrieity.

Commiitee member Mr Cameron Dug-
more said 1t had been agreed at a meeting

ithis week that Brigadier Frik Kellerman

would liaise between the strike organlsers

Marches to municipal offices are to take

| of which the organisers are

“The De Klerk regime 1s 1l-
legal, 1llegitimate and total-
ly discredited and does not

enjoy the trust of our Fenplei
and has unilaterally em-;
barked upon restfructurings
the economy and shapmg}
our social life i order to

perpetuate, In a new guise ]
the old social order hasE:d.,
on white privilege and black:
smpoverishment ” ‘

been ntérpreted as test of
the National Peace Accord,?

signatories
As orgamsers finahised ar- |
rangements for the VAT
protests on Friday, Eskom
announced a nine-percent.,
Increase in electricity tar-
iffs The timing of this an-
nouncement has been c¢riti-
cised as “insensitive and
provocative” by a member
of the Western Cape Trad-
ers’ Association (WCTA),
which supports the strike
Traditionally, national'
strike action has had the,
greatest support in the’
Transvaal and the Eastern |
Cape, followed by Natal and
the Western Cape .

 placé: in Mbekweni today, in Lwandle

| {Strand), Worcester, Steilenbosch and

' Guguletu tomorrow, and 1n Mitchells Plain,

“Khayelitsha and Wellmgton on Tuesday
+'Organisers said, the ‘poténhiall volatile

»ﬁnﬁrcheaaﬁam;ﬁhqv%.mwm JLinge-

Blethu;west Councyl,0 ;geghaﬁglﬂ,{i}’;gimﬁg'.{m- .

.jefu to the Ikapa Town Council offices
would be “tightly controlled” -

. »Significantly, whereas previous
'stayaways have been chara-| . ;

cterised by confusion and.

confiicts of opinion between

The pattern has been
changing since the forma-
tion of the 185 000-member
SA Clothing and Textile
Workers Union brought the |
dominant clothing industry |
in the Western Cape under
the Congress of South Afri-
can Trade Unions (Cosatu). '

Cosatu has 1259 000/
paid-up members, the|
National Council of Trade,
unions and political organi- | Unions (Nactu) has 485 000

‘ ' and both have signed-up
a-iaatsl?ﬁ&eﬂ;ffp;ﬁks action Imemberships that exceed_

7y Although many consumers | !th:setil":gilt"es has a work-
have stncl{e% up with pr?vl- i‘urgg of ab;‘lﬁﬂ'? la:?ullmn —_
o vy, ehali almost 50 percent of whom
' stores say they will be open” are represenied by Cosatu
as usual tomorrow and;on and Nactu

‘Tuesday, R 2.
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tween Mr Ramaphosa’s views
and those of Finance Minister
Barend du Plessis, it seemed to
me, was less than the space be-
tween Neil Kinnock and Marga-
ret Thatcher On the main princi-
ples of economic policy, we seem
to have entered the realm of legat-
imate policy dispute

I make these observations 1n-
tending to quarrel furiously with
the ANC, for as long as I am able
to do so, i order to persuade 1ts
leaders to avord foolish nationali-
sations, to free the markets, to
privatise government enter-

prises, and to reduce the govern-
ment’s role mn the economy to
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front row 1n the struggle for a just

Mr Ramaphosa to pack i the
society
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LAW and Order Minister
Hernus Krigl has accused
Cosatu of planning to use
children in the frontline of
someé demonstrations dur
ing the two-day stayaway

Mr Krrel said the police had
information that children would
be placed at the forefromt of
illegal marches and acensed
Cosattl of using chiidrén to “get
sympathy i {hey are burt m
clashes with police”

He said ' We give faxr warmng
that children should not be used 1n
this manner If clashes cccur they
could get hurt, and i this happens
the police shouid not be blamed ”

Furtous Cosatu secretary gen-
eral Jay Natdoo sald yesterdav
the mumster’s charges were an
“insult to our ntegrity’

“Our marches will be peaceful

o
ll}b n_rll -

and on a completely voluntary
basis he said We had discus
sions with {deputv law and order
mimster} Johan Scheepers and
senior police officers fo set up a
co-grdinated strategy to avord and
defuse any violence

“In this context, hardime and
provocative statements by Mr
Kriel are espeeally unhelpful
They leave the clear impression
that there 1s a cabai of securocrats
In the government determuned to
provoke confrontation and then
attempt to lay the blame at the
door of the democratic move-
ment, ' said Mr Naidoo

The two sides agreed to set up
liaison cemmusitees on nationai
and regional levels to ease com-
mumcatton about meidents on
Eo%ﬁ_m_, aond Tuesday Mr Nawdoo
sal
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Tomorrow's Cosatu imtiated
stayaway — expected to be the
biggest in South Afrtea s history —
could cost as much as R2,5-bilion
if all sectors of the economy grind
to a halt,

Mr Krel warned that pelice
would take a hard line on iflegal
marches and gatherings during
the strike

He said police had been told
thewr own safety was thesr prior-
iy, but they should not hesstate to
act against illegal marchers, ral-
lyists and intirmdators

Mr Kriel said the first objective
of the police would be to stop
tllegal marches and raliies.

“Only a few applications for
mass gatherings have been
recelved and all others will be
considered 1llegal

If there a-¢ too ra-v ~ecple
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Cosatu’s Jay Naldoo who says liaison committees have been set up
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invoived and the action cannot be
stopped, we will film it with a
view (o prosecrtion afterwards,”
gard Mr Krel

Poliee bad aiso been ordered to
act agamst people taking part in
sit-ns at government buildings

“We have mformation that
several of these are planned and ]
have given instructions that such
people should be arrested imrned;
ately There wll be no negotiation
on this " saxd Mr Enel,

All available police will be on
duty 1n the next 48 hours and addi-
tional police will be on duty at
government bueldings.

Other measures melude road-
blocks foot and air patrols

Mr Ktiel said mtimidation was
rife especially on the East Rand,
but no arrests had been made

Our informants are keeping us

Keep
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abreast of the sitvation and we
will oot hesitate to act agamst
{ntirmidztors,” ke said

SA Institute executive director
Jobn Kane-Bermean said on Wed-
nesday Soweto residents had been
threatened with death if they went
to work tomorrow or on Tuesday

Mr Kane-Berman satd he had
reports that vehicles fitted with

loudspeakers were travelling
around Sowetp broadcasting the
message that people would be
“hacked to death” and have their
houses burned down if they did not
take part mn the strike.

Cosatu blatned “agents provo-
¢cateurs” and challenged the police
to arrest them

A Cosaty spokesman said. “Tf it
15 discovered any of our members
are guily of such actions they
wili ke disciplhined n the most

_._nm _.mf and Order Minister

.

severe way sinee they wiil be act-
ing agamnst the very organisations
they claim to support”

A Soweto resident said two men
travelling in a car escarted by the
pohice had moved around the sub-
urb of Chiawelo this week telling
people through a leowdhailer in
Zuiu and Sotho that they should g0
0 work.,

The wornan, who did not want to
be named, said the men threat-
ened that “strikers will be deait
ﬂﬁ—uuu

In 2 letter to emplovers on the
West Rand this week, the Inkatha
Freedom Party offered “scab
labour” m the form of “well-
disciplined and hard-working
people”

Miilons of people, excluding
schoolchildren "are expected to
heed the call to protest against

k

¥ ...n.._____...wu_. ._.._W T ¥ .
Hernus Kriel, who has warned the ANC not to use chil

VAT, despite last-minote ealls
from Presideni FW de Klerk, cahi-
net members and business leaders
to call off the strike.

Organised by Cosate apnd its
smaller rival, Narcto, the
stayaway enjoys the support of the
ANC the SA Communist Party,
the Pan Afrtcanist Congress,
Azapo and black business groups.

Railies and marches kave been ~
planned in all major centres

"Mr Nardoo sald the stayaway
was about more than VAT

“Centrally, it has to do with the
impact of VAT but the Broader
issue 15 that the government 1s
planming to restructure the eco-
nomy without wcluding other
major players — and we are pro-
tesung agamst that’

It 15 also demanding the Gov

Er
i

drentofront Em_.n_._.mm

ernment enter 1nto negotiations ¢
long term VAT structures and da
Cusses concessions to small bus
nesses, a shding scale on VAT ar
the establishment of an econom
forurn, made up of representative
from government, employers an
trade unions, with the power t
restruciure the socio-econom

system.

Most employers wall apply a “n
work, no pay policy against sirik
ers, but some — ocluding the Gol
Fields mining company — haw
threatened disciplinary action,

Cosatu bas sard 1t would black
list companies that acted agains
strikers

‘Lists of compames embark:n;
onr disciplinarv action will be dis
tributed locally and internation
ally 1o faciitate soirdarity actio
agairst themm -aid a -tatemenr
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R?ght to work will be defended
u in bid
defuse tears
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COSATU yesterday moved fto end
“general strike hysteria” on the eve of
the proposed anti-VAT mass stayaway
scheduled for today and tomorrow.
The trade union federation, which 18 one
of the main forces behind the stayaway,
reiterated its commitment to disciplined
protest action and said it defended the
right of anyone who wanted to work to do

50,

This followed a week of bitter exchanges
and tensions involving political organisa-
tions, government, employers and unions,

Law and Order Minister Hernus Kriel

said at the weekend that police would take
tough action agamnst anyone breaking the
law during the proposed stayaway.

Kriel told a Sunday newspaper that po-
lice had.information children would be
used in anti-VAT marches, and accused
Cosatu of using the children to get sympa-
thy if they were hurt in glashes with police

Cosatu said government ministers and
Inkatha were doing their best to whip up
hysteria and “a fear psychosis” around the
general strike. |

Inkatha is not backing the stayaway eall,
saying 1t is not in the country’s interests

Our Durban correspondent reports that
national peace commitiee charman John
Hall said yesterday that peace accord
members were very. concerned that the

stayaway. -

He appealed to leaders of signatory par-
ties to the accord to keep io the letter and
spirit of .the agreement.

“Thig 18 indeed a great test for the ac-
cord. And now is the time for all who take
the cause of peace seriously to show that

—r———
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Stayaway®/ih

between stayaway OTganisers and the SAP

with regard to any mcidents

Cosatu accused Kriel of hardlne and
which left the
“alear tmpression that there was 4 securo-
crat cabal in the government determmned

provocative statements

to provoke confrontation”
“Instead

lence or ntimidation

While Inkatha had the democratic right
to take povernment’s side on the VAT 1s-
sue, to talk of violence and spread rumours
that people’s houses would be burned down
was mflammatory and totally unaccept-
able, Cosatu said It called on Inkatha
president Mangosuthu Buthelezl to give an
agsurance that his members would respect

.___#—'-—_"_-—

of acting agamst peaceful
marches, the Mimster should be acting
agamnst those atiempting to foment con-
flict on the days of the general strike,”
Cosatu sard It repeated its challenge to the
Minister to arrest people engaged 1n V10-

| VERA VON LIERES l

the accord can work,” Hall added

Police reporied that seven people had
been killed 1 unrest incidents on the Reef
on Saturtay in the run-up to the strike, but
said townships were quiet yesterday.

The ANC linked some of the unrest to
atternpts to undermine the stayaway The
organisation’s PWV spokesman Ronnie
Mamoepa said two unknown gunmen had
emerged from Alexandra’s Madala Hostel
and fired into a crowd, killing two people.

“Phe shooting is atrmed at undermining
efforts by the Alexandra Anti-VAT Co-
ordimating Committee to mobilise people
for a meeting scheduled for Sunday after-
noon,” Mamoepa said

Cosatu said in its statement numerous
jrresponsible comments had been made in
the last few days, creating the impression
fhat violence and conflict would be the
order of the day today and tomorTow.
While those opposed to the planned action
had every nght to disagree with the pro-
tests, they had no right to deliberately
manufacture an atmosphere of fear and
hystera, 1t added.

Cosatu said 1t had issued guidehnes to
ensure the action was peaceful and free
from intimidation. These included that
people had the right to g0 to work or stay

during the- -at home,and that:all organisations-should

ensure 1o attacks' on homes and famihes
from whatever sources took place.

Last week the VAT Co-ordinating Com-
mittee and Deputy Law and Order Minis-
ter Johan Scheepers agreed to set up a
Jiaison structure to allow communication

] To Page £

the right of others to stay at home
Sapa reports the

during the stayaway
Committee acting

carry student cards or

masters for 1dentification purposes

stayaway, which
more than 2-milion peopie

groups and the patriotic front

et

From Page 1

Y

Jomnt Co-ordinating |
Commuttec on VAT and community based .
orgamsations in the Vaal Triangle have |
agreed that doctors, Nurses, teachers and '
students will go about their normal duties ,
i

general secretary '.
Saki Thagudi said a meeting on Friday |
resolved that students should wear school
umforms and those unable o do SO should
timetables and
teachers should request letters from head- |
|
At least 22 rallies and other meetings, 17 :
marches and a number of pickets have !
been planned to coincide with the .
1s expected to mvolve |

The action has been backed by the ANC, |
the PAC, Azapo, the SACP, black business




Ellerines workers d_firm
erings Moy <r il

By Brian Soku

SA Comimercial and Ca-
tering ‘Aliled Workers’
Union mg¢mbers, in a na-
tional Wage dispute with
Elleripes, last night
called for a boycott of
the é¢ompany and a
march on 1ts offices
throughout the country
during:today and tomor-
row’s antl-VAT strike.
The ANC, Pan Afneca-
nist Congress, Azanian

Peoples’ Organisation,

Cosa e National
Congress of Trade
supported the

Converging.at the
umon’s Johannesburg of-
fices, singing and slogan-

chanting workers said

their demands inc¢luded
@ March 21 as a paid

holiday @
@ An § perceni increase

1n commission on sales
® A R205 across-the-
board 1ncrease
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(nal plea

~w.iaff Reporters

As the war of words rages
between pro and anti-strike
factions, the organisers of
today’'s and tomorrow’s two-
day national general strike
againgt VAT last night made
a final plea for non-violence

But Sapa reports that at
the President Steyn gold
mine 1n Welkom in the Free
State last night, three mine
workers were killed when a
group of employees support-
ive of the stmke apparently
attempted to prevent other
employees from starting
work on the night shuft.

Anglo Ameérican spokes-
man James Duncan said at
least 13 muners were admii-
ted to hospital following the
clash at the mine’s number

four shaft

P —— ———
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begin on November 14, the

The two-d
stayaways and marches,
spearheaded by Cosatn and
Nactu, 18 a protest against
the hnplementatlun of VAT
on basic foodstuffs, medi-
cines, medical services, elec-
tricity and water

Cosatu said this weekend
it would lodge a complaint
with the National Peace Ac-
cord committee regarding
Inkatha Freedom Party
leadership statements

“To talk of violence and
spreading rumours that
houses would be burnt down
was inflammatory and total-
ly unacceptable,” Cosatu
tharged.

- Cosatu called on the IFP
leadership to give its assur-
ance that members would
respect the right to stay at
home and not to engage in

for noR vi

iolence d
1S2
ANC deputy president

attacks.

Walter Sisulu in an address
broadecast by SABC-TV,
called for restrant durmg
the national work stoppage.

He called on all ANC sup-
porters to ensure there were
no incidents of violence, in-
timidation or threats.

Ministry of Law and Order
spokesman Captain Craig
Kotze confirmed that police
had laid a complaint with
the Peace Ancnrd committee
regarding the two-day strike

Captain Kotze said the po
lice believed the strike was a
¢ontravention of the Peace
Accord.

He said the VAT Co-ordin-
ating Committee had not
considered it important to
obtain permission for
marches planned on the

strike days.

ing strike

Law and Order Minister
Hernus Kriel said police
were obliged to act to pre-
vent ‘‘illegal’”’ protest
marches.

The strike cost the country
an estimated R2,5 lmllion and
lead to 76000 lost jobs, Mr
Knel said

At least 21 rallies, 17
marches and 11 pickets
countrywide have been
planned to coincide with the
strike

Cosaiu said last night i
had not taken any decision to
refuse to apply for permls
s1on for any marches —
which have geen orgamsed
on a regional level

“We 1ndicated to the Depu-
ty Minister of Law and
Order that in certain areas
where for technical reasons
the permission may not have

® To Page 2 ¥
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@ Irom Page 1
been applied for, that the po-
lice and local orgamisers of
marches should meet and sort
out this problem 1n a disciphined
and peaceful way,” the federa—
tion said.

Cosatu and Nactu called on
members to exercise their right
to strike in a “disciplined and
peaceful way” and not to inter-
fere with those who wanted to
exercise their right to go to
work

“We particularly call on the
hostel dwellers not to be used to
attack those who want to stay
away,” the organisers said.

Regional and national joimnt
liaison mechamsms to monitor
and diffuse tensions and any
possible confrontation had been
set up after a meeting with the
deputy Minister of Law and
Order Johan Scheepers, they
added

The umons called on the secu-
rity forces to act decisively
against any agents provoca-
teurs and to disarm ail people
who sought to use violence

The unions also repeated a
plea for all students and teach-
ers to go to school

Yesterday several more or-

-“-_
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ganisations came nut in suppnrt ' .

of the strike.

“ulm.

The National Assumatlun of
Democratic Lawyers and the
Black Lawyers’ Association re-
solved this weekend that all
“concerned” lawyers should
close their practices In support

of the protest

The Black Consciousness
Movement of Azania also

pledged support

National Peoples’ Party lead- | |
er Amichand Rajbansi said
ant1-VAT action was justified
but should not have coincided
with the Hindu festival of Diwa ,

1. He appealed to shops serving |

the Indian commumty to open
up today for last-munute shop-

ping for Diwals.

Yesterday IFP Jeppe Hostel
branch chan‘man Joseph Zulu
urged taxi owners to transport

people to work during the strike
— 2 defrance of the stayaway

Despite an IFP statement

that an offer of “scab” labour

was not official policy and done
without authorisation, several
companies have asked Krugers-

dorp

IF'P member Prince Rus-

sell Zulu for casual labour dur-

1ng the stayaway

1 "—w wjay
| 1uman rights report

| Last plea for no Cn vmlence
;S.«".
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EMPTY RANK: A VAT protest poster dominates a pole next to
a tone taxi at the normally bustling taxs rank next to the Pa-
rade in Strand Street Extension today.
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But anti-VAT tension brings
death to Free State and Natal

Staff Reporters o
VIOLENCE in Natal and the Free State marked the start .
of the two-day general strike organised by Cosatu, Nactu .
arid the ANC to protest against value added tax on basic

food, medical and other essential services. T
. The death toll mn fighting at the President Steyn gold mine near Wel-
kom, sparked by an attempt to stop workers going on night shift last' '~
night, rose to 10 today. Another 32 mners were injured. A
Anglo American spokesman Mr James Duncan said four of the injured were-,
In a critical gondition 1n hosptal -
Two ;:-ew:»plcz{i were killed and five injured when a hand grenade was thrown ' ]

r

Into a room 4t a men’s hostel m Umlazi, near Durban, yesterday as tension -
burlt up ¢n th .eye of the strike, Today some cars were stoned on the M1 1 the -
Pihefgwn.area | - a 4 + 3 vt
- A¢.Yeast one Aeise was -burning>in-Khavelitsha earl: rJ’ciu.'.:m::laq,rw:e.r.ru!r*.51:* niEs, A

H.
i, i

burning tyre Barriers were set up in the.townshp® ;-  p ;ggr;;f"'{;,ﬁ.,
o ¥ \ i I { Nl E

’ : * Pt I N * L :-:f . !
Certain workers exemptéd - ot Ty

TERRRSE . v e o e Lingelethu West town clerk Mr Graham Lawrence said the fire brigade and
' | security forces were at the burning house in T-block, Site C

: B £a 0 & “But the township itself appears very quiet and there 1s not much move-
e g‘% g 5 o b ment,” he said
: ] o5 = 33 , Virtually no black people were on the streets of Cape Town
& ) 'ﬂl_ _g = E - g Only health, education and media sector workers were exempted from the
. | . @<5 £ &206 call to stay away from work
T ~ « B ! O @l and children were told to g0 to
!} e = @9 8 w®®  school and not disrupt their ex-
_ N @EP Z 5 | ams
, @ g‘-'.fé E f—: § '® The front sections of huses
) i " EgE X L @0 | transporting health care work-
- o o5t % <9 @ | ers to work today were pamnted
™ . ¥y C >7& « <5%¥ | pmnk The vehicles also dis-
- ggu S mS | Played pink arrows reading
) ws , Weg £ W_ ., | “Expresss Extra”
H “;::-::‘;i.} s 2 > Mr Cameron Dugmore, a
o _ [ OF 5 I(H = | member of the Western Cape
1 o o s wSE | ANC executive commuttee, was
. o - - ; o592 TS ?ne ulfl severa};;VATb monitors”
SR ~ | | B3O o ravelling on these buses
oo :Ea-e‘:ﬁﬁ T s Q. = Q. E E 3 On the recommendation of
: ﬁﬁm e : = g 0o | the Cape Chamber of Indys.
S VIED . g =9 I tries, most business were be-
Wy I S =1 o lieved to be applying a policy
- - &8 = 0 of a no work, no pay
- o mow i & i Trains ran normally but
SO e e . e e e ‘_ | were almost empty duringthe
j ) - Kk 5 morming peak and few buses
PE w - ; ?Wp?raéed 'I;\f[:lmbus ttaxl hﬁatnllis
e T s €re deserted, except in Mitch- i
{ "r A ¢ | ell’s Plain and snmg other col- | Market pleEt
* i,ﬂ, : = - . ;  oured townships | No newspaper vendors were
~ ‘ T Asked 1f he knew about the selling newspapers 1n Mitch-
iy {] “ AN T two-day stayway, a taxi driver ell’s Plain, Heideveld, or Man-
: R 2 ! .| Shrugged and said “The people enberg
R ~x - t want to go to work and we At Epping market hawkers
i ) | . h . want to earn money ” held an anti-VAT picket
) T e T O -y An Argus team saw at least A Buiffel with armed security |
SV en . : 11 policemen, some with shot- forces on board was on standby
| 1' S guns, at Mitchell’s Plain sta- at Heideveld station
- o s tion, where commuters were Traffic on Settlers Way ap-
o - . . a2 = walting for trans peared to be normal
T . - f . ¢ At 630am a yellow police he- At Kayamandi, Stellenbosch
= . . v J licopter flew low over the rail- and Mbekwenm, Paarl most
. ! - - ! way line travelling In the di- businesses and spaza shops
“ 3 . 1 . rection of Kapteinsklip were closed, railway stations |
T e e i N S - An Argus team also saw a were almost deserted and
il g blue delivery lorry, with a po- there was no sign of tawis
. o - lrceman behind the wheel, be- In Pretoria a Putco bus com-
Y - . - Ing towed to Mitchell’s Plain pany spokesmen said the stay-
%, S N police station by a police vehi- away was “almost 100 percent”
S | R S L cle In townships _

The window of the lorry was
shattered




calm

Own Correspondents
DURBAN — The coun- l

try faces a massive test

of strength today and to-
morrow as the ANC,

Cosatu and theiwr allies
press ahead with the
ant1-VAT stayaway amad
warnings from Minister
of Law and Order Mr
Hernus Knel that the
police force will show 1ts
steel I

Yesterday police min-
1stry spokesman Captain
Craig Kotze said the cir-
cumstances surrounding
the strike amounted to a
“nasty cockta:l’” and
claimed violence had al-
ready resulted,;

But ANC president Mr
Nelson Mandela vowed
that the demonstirations
would be peaceful and
called on police not to
allow attacks on “inno-
cent individuals” by
agents provocateur, vig:-
lantes or death squads

CITY
PLANS
FOR VAT

ACTION
See PAGE 5

Titm

'Cosatu moved to end
“general sti'hke hysteria”
on the.eve of the  pro-
posed mass stayaway

The irade unmion feder-
ation accused Govern-
ment Ministers and the

Mr Kriel said at th
weekend that pﬂllc:
would take tough action
against anyone breaking
the law during the
stg?;laway

€ stayaway 1s u -
stood to have IJ'l;ue+t=:nn}{111EgII‘1
on the agenda of the
meeting between Pregi.
ﬁliernltHF‘gi lde Klerk and
andeig 1n P
ﬂnysaturday retoria
esterday, Mr -
dela told a Diwal) Ig[eallel-
braEnn in Durban that
the “demonstrations will
be peaceful and we have

no intention whatsoever
:}f ént%rfei-mg with those
ndaividuals who
guctu work” want to
osatu said 1n 1ts state-
ment that IlllmE,I‘_ﬂa?S
irresponsible state-
ments had been made 1n
the past few days, creat-
Ing the 1mpression that
violence and confliet
would be the order of
the day
Wlhile those opposed
to the planned action
had every right to dis-

Inkatha Freedom Party
of whipping up hystena
and a ‘“fear psychosis”
on the eve of the strike

Cosatu repeated assur-
ances that 1ts supporters
would not interefere
with people’s right to
work ,

Inkatha 1s not backing
the strike call, saying 1t
1S not 1n the country’s 1n-

terests B

“in o=

Labuschagne

Strike

il
agree with lﬁllelin ﬂésts,

they had no right to man-
ufacture an atmosphere

of fear and hvs
Sddear ysterid, 1t

Cosatu said it had 15-
sued guidelines to en-
Sure that the action
would be peaceful and
free of intimidation

It accused Mr Krie
hardline and 1::rit:ﬂi.nl:':lf:gf
live statementg which
left the “clear 1mpres-
Sion that there was 3 se-
turocrats cabal in the
government determined

to provoke confronta-
tion”,

“Instead of actin
against peacefu%
Mmarches, the Minister
should be acling against
those attempting to
foment conflict on the
days of the geéneral
Strike,” Cosatu said

It repeated its chal-
lenge to Mr Krie] to ar-
rest people engaged 1n
violence or intimidation

On Friday, polie
lodged a cnmplalltjlt ‘Wltﬁ
the National Peace Com-
mittee, claiming that
Cosatu was infringing
the National Peace Ac-
cord by Planning
marches without the
ecessary permission

National Peace .
mititee Ehalrmanculff[nr
John Hall appealed to
flllgn?t?nes to keep to

e letter and
thg ?ccnrd spirit of

olice reported that
Seven people had been
killed on the Reef 1n the
run-up to the sirike at
the weekend, but said
townships were quiet
yesterday

The ANC linked some
of the unrest to attempts
to undermine the strike

Captain Kotze said
yesierday that police
had been tipped off that
ambushes would he set
for members n town-
ships during the strike
He pointed to the
death of g policeman 1n
a hail‘of gunfire on the
Reef on Saturday as evy)-
dence that the tensions
El;ﬁrmindlgg the strike

already 1 -

1o 2 y led to vio
® About 300 peop]
marched thruuglfl cgne-
tral Jnhannesburg on
Saturday to present an
anfi-VAT memorandum
to the deputy Receiver
of Revenue, Mr Jan




| First day of anti-VAT protest peacetul

Stee <fu}
Staff Reporters @

The strike by milliong of
black workers 18 to con-
finue today following yes-
terday’s anti-VAT
stayaway — described by
major employers as the
biggest the country has
yet experienced

In spite of absenteeism in
the hardest-hit areas running
at between 80 and 100 per-
cent, the first day of the gen-
eral strike was largely
peaceful

Following the pre-strike
carnage at Welkom’s Presi-
dent Steyn gold mine which
left 15 dead, few reports of
violence were received

The situation in Soweto
was described as bemng like
Christmas Day

And educationists report-
ed that pupils, exempt from
the strike call along with
medical workers and jour-
nalists, had flocked to school
to write exams

A spokesman for the De-
partment of Education and
Training said black matric
exams had not{ been affected
by the stayaway “Students
have arrived at school and
the exams are going ahead
normally,” he said

Protest meetings were
staged peacefully -~ save 1n
Hillbrow, Bloemfontein and
the northern Cape where
marches, said by police to be
illegal, were broken up.

Police said 1n an nterim
unrest report that 103 people
were arrested during 16 pro-
test marches and placard
demonstrations held without
the permussion of the auth-
orities

Nine lawful protest
marches were held

Cosatu secretary-general
Jay Naidoo, whose orgamsa-
tion was the mawn force be-
hind the stayaway, said
more than 3,5 million work-
ers supported it

Speaking at an anti-VAT
rally in Soweto, Mr Naidoo
sald the strike was a dress
rehearsal for the action that
wouid finally bring the South
African Gevernment down

He said there would be
sustained mass action to
force the Government to ne-
gotiate on an interim gov-
ernment

Mr Naidoo said that the

1llions
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Jay Naidoo .. . strike un

the start of further action

people of South Africa had
held a referendum in the
streets yesterday to pass a
vote of no confidence in the
De Klerk Government

He said millions stayed

away and cast their vote in
the townships to say that
they wanted no more umlat-
eral decisions from the Gov-
ernment, no more violence
and no more train mas-
sacres

Support for the strike was
between 80 and 100 percent
in major industrial areas
such as the PWV, Natal and
eastern Cape

About 90 percent of the
Johannesburg City Council's
semi-skilled labour force

was on strike, affecting sec-
tions such as roads, health,
water and waste

Traffic jams were report-
ed along routes 1nto Johan
neshurg from the northern
and eastern suburbs as com-
muters took to their cars
fearing that the buses would
not be running

Routes from the south and
Soweto, however, resembled

traffic on a Sunday,
spokesman Eric Hill said

The Johannesburg Trans-
port Department was able to
keep about 45 to 50 percent
of buses running, despite a
stayaway by 70 percent of
their drivers About 100
council employees from var-
10us departments stepped 1n
to keep the buses going

In Sandton, up to 90 per-
cent of semi-skilled workers
stayed away

Virtually all bus and taxi
services ground to a halt in
all Vaal Triangle townships
Trains ferrying commuters
1n the area were almost
empty According to a Vaal
Transport Corporation
spokesman, only about
10 percent of buses operated
1n the area

West Rand streets were

@ To Page 5 i

traffic !
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Millions s

virtually deserted with
very few taxis visible at
any of the taxi ranks
the town centres

Isolated 1neidents of
violence were reported
yesterday

Police reporting two
stnke-—rglgted deaths 1n
Natal:and Democratic
Party)monitors 1in
Maritzburg took a
stream of telephone calls
from people complaming
of intimidation

Regional director
Radley Keys said the in-
timidation of workers

"1 Was most evident 1n

Riehmond, where the

| town was at a virtually

standstil]

“All town workers
stayed away, and most
farm employees who
turned up for work were
forced to leave early be-
cause of threats,” he
added 1

There was substantial
support for the stayaway
in Durban and Maritz-

| burg

Teargas was used by
the police at Rocklands
In Mangaung township
near Bloemfontein yes-
terday when g, group of
about 70 demonstrators
refused to disperse

Bus and mumcipal ser-

{ vices 1n the Far North

were largely at a stand-
stlll yesterday and town
councils,-mining com-
panies and other major
employers were forced
to impiement emergency
measures to mamtain es-
sential operations.

The city centres of
East London and Port
Elizabeth were practi-
cally at a standstill,

tay hom¢/s2)

The stayaway Was vir-
tually 100 percent 1n
Cape Town’s black town-
ships,“'sdid City“Tram-
ways bus company
spokesman Jean Walsh
The stayaway enjoyed
90 percent support 1n eol-
oured townships, she
added |

Retail outlets country-
wide were counting’ the
cost after a very quiet
trading day with 'the
PWYV region and the
Vaal Triangle hardest
hit :
Pick’n Pay.human re-
sources director Rene de
Wet said there.was a
90 percent stayaway, of
staff and customers 1n
the PWV region.

“This 15 the worst
stayaway we have ever
experienced,” he said

Chamber of Mines
public affairs director
Peter Bunkell said four
gold mines and two' col-
leries reported 100 per-
cent worker stayaway
out of 33 gold mines and
25 colleries, |

The Anglo American
Corporation reported
that more than 80 per-
cent of the 230 000 em-
ployees within the AAC
group of companies re-
ported for work, .

The Post Office re-
ported that a national
average of 50 percent of
1ts black work force —
12 percent of 1ts total
work force of 30000 —
observed yesterday’s
stayaway ‘

At least 82 post offices,
mainly in black areas,
were closed and. there
were no postal del-
veries The situafion 1s
expected to be rqrpcil} the
same today "
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1%

Workers 1n the private sec-
to¥ lost more than R100 mui-
Iqig’h in wages by bemng ab-
d&nt from work yestérday
duie to the VAT strike, the SA

Chamber of Business said in

said thaf support vgrmgfac;

v eoriig toTegions™ ™ 7

The extent of the
stayaway was most marked
in;the Witwatersrand area,
the eastern Cape and the
Durban metropohitan area,
wliere absenteeistm reached
between 80 and 100 percent }

“In Maritzburg, Bloemfon-
tein and Pretoria figures
ranged between 60 and
80 percent
Less support was experi-
enced 1n the western Capg,
Fiee State Goldfields and;
notthern Natal where absen®
teersm was between 20 and
40 percent &

::it would appear that a
1ﬁ or contrbutory factor to
it evel of absenteelsm was
lag_i{ of transport Although
sorne reports of intimdation
nave been received, 1t 18 not.
possible {0 assess the extent
{o which this influenced the
stayaway,” Sacob said

dacob said reports indicat-
ed that many companies
made contingency plans and
were able to proceed with
normal business activities 1o
a large extent

ra-statement » 4o w7 rorETemil

{r.00 Crprmenting Bn” the! first |
-§naday ol the stayaway, Sacnﬁ"%

3




"2 Cape Times, Tue

Productlon
losses-~can
be made up’

Own Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG -—
Much of the production
lost during this week’s
ant1-VAT stayaway
would he made up dur-
1ng the next few weeks
Limiting the stoppage’s
impact on economic out-
put, Ecunumlsts said yes-
terﬂay ) SL" ai
Employment pros-

pects, however, could be
adversely affected as
companies sought to
raise productivity levels
by cutting labour cosis
through retrenchments

Private sector analysts
said government’s estl-
mates of the stayaway's
cost to the economy-—up
to R2,5bn — were over-
stated National Produc-
tivity Institute econo-
mist Mr Roelf du Plooy
estimated the total cost
to be less than Rlbn up
front — before com-
panies make good the
lost production.

0Old Mutual economist
Mr David Mohr said “I
suspect some cpmpames
will even weldome the
opportunity tS close
down for two diys It's a
question of them post-
poning output, not re-
ducing it ”

—
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bread @
-, deliveries

| Staff Relﬂger
4 MILK and bread com-
.4 panies were among the
F < hardest hit by, yesier-
goday’s ant1-VAT strike
~fotlowing a strong . re-
. =~sponse by their, staff to
,}ﬁ\the stayaway call )
vy f} A Dairybelle, Dairy
.y, Products gpokesman, Mr
.*U B Hilderbrand, said no
. V deliveries weré’smade
throughout the Western
Cape v
He said all{union
members — whojconsti-
! tuted about 70% of their
staff — had not come to
.+ work yesterday, ¢$which
‘ also means that there
i, will not be any, deliv-
,  eries today” 4 7
. . Apsource close to Alba-
i + ny Bakeries said .there
were no deliveries yes-
terday but more ‘baking
was done with,the hope
. of delivering today .
However, mb tHof the
emergency Services 1n
4+  the city operated with-
., out interruption. |
At} Cape.Town’s traffic
4y manager, Mr Wouter
:;q _-Smut,;said the traffic-de~"
;%gﬂ* - partment had noi been
895" affected’. by the strike
; 4hd that-roads:were
'= “quieter than normal”
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WITTY PROTEST ... Anti
ANC regional executive
Mr Kobus Olivier yesterday,

S
A

"housands

Ll -

Y3

heed call to f

stay_away

HALF of Cape Town’s labour

force heeded the stayaway call
yvesterday — with the greatest sup-
port for the action from union- F

1sed, mostly less-skilled African
workers

The 50% estimate from industry
' sources 15 1n contrast to a 70% figure |
for the Western Cape claimed by Co-
satu .

Cape Town City Council — the city’s
largest single employer — reported |
yesterday that wvirtually half of its
15 800 staff members were absent

Spokesman Mr Ted Doman said
7 700 counci! staff were absent vester-
day This amounts to 48% of the staff
complement

In other economic sectors

®In Cape Town’'s largest industry
and a'bastion of Cosatu unmionism 1n
the region — clothing factories — over
75% of the work force, dominated by
women, reported for duty

-VAT protesters hold up a
member Mr Tony Yengeni hands over a memorandum against VAT to
after about 2 500 people marched through the streets of Guguletu

Khayelitsha line were about 10% of
normal, and on the Simon’s Town line,
about 50%

'@ About 50% of Portnet workers re ~..# City Tramways spokeswoman Mrs

placard during a march in Guguletu yesterday,
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CABLE AMBUSH . . A police Casspir on patrol in Prince George Drive,
Retreat, passes a taxi which had struck a cable stretched across the road

by gangsters Picture ANNE LAING

townships was virtually nil, and about

10% of the norm in coloured areas
® A spokesman for the SA Black

Tax1 Assoclation (Sabta) said patrols

«ported,for work A Spoornet spokes-’' 'Jeanne Welsh sqlﬁ;ﬁstegdgyh about had reported ng taxi business
'womaif¥gaid 1194 Spoornet workers, 20% of-the bus company’s vekhicles op- ;;E‘A:Hfi;gg {agggggrgr. availaBile, but they
out of about 12 000 employees 1n the erated, carrying about 15% of the nor- aren’s: aifnnin® ﬁthEEﬂl}SE;gnﬂhﬂﬂY 15

Western Cape, were absent. .
Trains ran normally, however, she
[sald Commuter numbers on the

—

mal volume of passengers

ber of passengers to and from black

using them,” he said’™s' "
® The Buillding' Industries Feder-
ation of SA (Bifsa) was not able to

I

Mrs Welsh confirmed that the num-

—_

punning wittily in Afrikaans. RIGHT:
lkapa Town CouncH chief executive officer

I
BENNY GOOL

e

@ crelo

# 2d
: ™

"l:,‘;ﬁf,:ﬁhﬂrmﬂ
comment on work stayaways in the
building trade, but a spokesman for
Gordon Verhoef and Krause said
about 50% of their staff arrived for
work

@ University of Cape, Town registrar
Mr Hugh Amoore saidthe UCT cam-
pus was ‘“functioning Jelatively nor-
mally”, but did not givé more details
University of Stellenbos¢h spokesman
Mr Douglas Davis said there was
“nothing out of the ordingry” in terms

of worker attendance yesferday

® A spokesman for thé"Department
of Education and Training said yester-
day DET primary schools were well-

attended, as were high schools busy
with exams

Commenting on the protest, Cape
Chamber of Industries’ director Mr
Colin McCarthy said “A let, regretta-
bly, depends on the complexion of the
labour forece”

Standstill

Early estimates pointed {0 average
attendance figures of between 50%
and 60%, he said

Production at a number of major
Industries 1n Paar]l came to a stand-
still as virtually the entire workforce
Jommed the anti-VAT strike

An 1ndustry source in Paarl, who
declined to be named, said he had
heard that “up to 90% of Paarl 1s
standing still”

Nearly the entire contruction la-
bour force of 13 000 men at the Maoss-
gas projectin:-Mossel Bay were absent,
said Mossgas skills manager Mr Ras-
sie de Villiers - Staff Reporters and
Sapsa
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VAT DEFIANCE . . . A Khayelitsha youth gives the traditional ANC salute at a burning barncade 1n Zola Budd Drive in
the sprawling township vesterday as most residents heeded the Cosatu call for a two-day stayaway 1n protest

agamst the introduction of VAT last month.

Staff Reporter

VIOLENCE erupted 1n Lavender Hill
and Retreat yvesterday when gangsters
ambushed a taxi full of passengers by
stringing a 15-metre cable across
Prince George Drive

They also tried to set fire to a petrol
station, police said.

Teargas was used to disperse the
gangs, some numbering up to 100, who
ﬁm.mﬂ on the rampage from 2pm, police
sai

Colonel Raymond Dowd, the Wyn-
berg district crime and riot control
officer, said last night- “This was the
work of gangsters and not the average
people living in the area™

The ambushed tax) crashed and

+
F

{OWN MAKES
ITS

L. WOOL

AhLTI

"I was going to join the
anti-VAT stayaway but |
wds intimudated by my
boss

. pictures BENNY oot history.

Gang violence in suburb

tolled about 8pm when gangsters, al- [

legedly exploiting the VAT strike, hid
near a burning barricade and hoisted
the cable moments before the tax:
struck it.

The occupants sufiered light injur-
ies and the gangsters had tried to at-
tack them The
police arrived

Police said that at about 2pm gang-
sters apparently began stoning
vehicles travelling along Prince
George Drive and several burning bar-
ricades were erected By 4pm police
roadblocks had sealed the road off to

Siew.

gangsters fled when | vehicle

f

|

traffic from Retreat Road to Military |

Road
@ Picture — Page 2

1
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MORE than 3,5 million
workers are reported to
have stayed at home yes-
terday, on the first day of
what has been described
as the “the largest general
strike” in South African

HOW VAT
STRIKE

HIT _

THE CAPE

See PAGE 2

Streets in major cities around the country were
reported to be “amazingly quiet”, with commuter
fransporlt runnming nearly empty

However, the days leading up to the strike were
marked by a surge 1n bloodshed, as 30 people died
over the weekend Two deaths were reported from
Maritzburg yesterday

The worst violence broke out late on Sunday night
at the President Steyn gold mine 1n Welkom, where
the death toll 1n fighting has now risen to 15 And In
Natal at the weekend, a man died and two police-
men were wounded in a rocket attack on theiwr

Elsewhere, however, workers stayed away appar-
ently without incident Only sporad:e cases of un-
rest were reported

A joint Cosatu, Nactu and ANC statement said
predictions of mass intimidation and viclence had
been exposed as “scare-mongering’’

A special police “interim unrest report” 1ssued
yesterday revealed that 108 people had been arrest-
ed during the day in 16 protest marches

i aheis A o a1 % s v ol bl de i ¢ TV ol il WTTE
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Strike: ‘Isolated’ cases of intimidation

By RAMOTENA MABOTE

SEVERAL 1solated cases of intimidation
were reported yesterday in spite of a call

to the contrary by the A AT Co-ordin-
ating Committee SHYVer € ‘ nEY
Amqn_g those stoppe going to wor

were a woman who said she was on her
way to hospital to collect preseription
pills, a Cape Times reporter and train and
taxi1 commuters

A Guguletu woman, Ms Memory Mzamo,
said a group of youths refused to allow her
out of the township in spite of a promise by
her to produce the pills on her return

E?T"’“‘ﬁ TRIFIT TN S R ey ~ 1
k q
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|

Epping Market Fresh Produce b

The reporter was warned minutes earli-
er by the same group that 1f he insisted on

going to work he would ‘“reap what you

sow’’, as they Iintended closing all routes
from town 1n the afternoon

The group — one of several scattered
along NY 3A, next to the Guguletu men’s
hostel — 1gnored the reporter’s reminder
that the anti-VAT committee had exempt-
ed media workers from the strike

At the corner of NY1 and NY3A, a trio of
youths stopped cars, particularly mini-
buses they suspected of being taxis, and

the municipal market in Epping yesterday

uyers register their protest at

asked passengers where they were gnipg

A Guguletu boy, known only as “Sthem-
bile” said that at about 8am a man using a
loudspeaker warned people not to board
trains “for your own safety”

ANC regional assistant secretary Mr
Willie Hofmeyr said he had “no hesita-
tion” in condemning the reported intimi-
dation “We'd be very glad if people

brought us any evidence so we can 1nvesti-
gate -~ I'm pretty sure i1t wasn't ANC

people ”
A police spokesman said no incidents of
intimidation were reported

Shooting
near Strand

Crime Reporter

ONE person was wound-
ed 1n the Peninsula, 1n
an otherwise a peaceful
first day of the two-day
national anti1-VAT
strike, a police spokes-
man saild yesterday
Captain Attie
Laubscher said 19-year-
old Ms Moira August of
the Strand was wounded
iIn the leg, when a man
travelling along the N2,
opened fire at a group of
people with a shotgun
Ms August was stand-
ing with a group of about

10 people near Lwandle
Hostel at about 750am
when the 1ncident oc-
curred

Police are 1investigat-
Ing a charge of attempt-
ed murder

The ANC alleged yes-
terday that a security
guard employed by
strand Foam Pty (Ltd)
was responsible for the

Picture BENNY GDOL 1incldent.
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provides food for ympoverisie
laced “hundreds of men

families has P
women and children” as temporary work-yg
ers 1n factories and shops during the tw

day national strike.
erera of the Wer

H
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| rSfayaWay maintains wide support
—_— T 2 e SUPPONE

COSATU yesterday threatened fup-
ther stayaways if it and other “major

players” were not consulted on next
year’s Budget,

Stayaway levels on the second day of the
antl-VAT strike was largely unchanged at
80%-~100% 1n the Witwatersrand, eastern
Cape and Durban, while the least support
was 1 the Free State, northern Natal and
the western Cape,

Sacob reporied largely unchanged fig-
ures from yesterday but said some com-
panies had reported improved attendance

Reaction to the stayaway from govern-
ment has been mimmal, President F W de
Klerk said yesterday the strike was un-
Justified but he would address the 1ssye
when he opened the Transvaal NP con-
gress tomorrow.

Cosatu and the ANC said the strike mnds-
cated that the majority of working people
were no longer prepared to accept govern-
ment’s “diktat”.

Cosatu general secretary Jay Naidoo
told a news conference “the only sensible
course” for government to take was to
freeze further implementation of VAT and
accept the need to negotiate with the entire
spectrum of SA society “Those n govern-

. mentéwho are most resistant to these pub-
lic/pressures will have to assume full re-
sponSibility for any further mass actions
necessary to make the voice of the major-
ity heard”

VERA VON LIERES and
BRENT VON MELVILLE

According to Sacob, workers 1n the pri-
vate sector lost more than R200m 1n wages
over the past two days — roughly the same
as any potential burden imposed on work-
ers by VAT’s introduetion

Department of Education and Training
officials sard attendance was normal ai
black schools and matric exams

Major retailers including Checkers, OK,
and Pick 'n Pay reported support for the
stayaway among staff and customers was
more or less unchanged

Transnet reported commuter levels on
trains and buses were 1% higher than Mon-
day’s 25% countrywide.,

Chamber of Mines semior GM Johann
Liebenberg saxd the strike was over-
whelmingly rejected by the vast majority
of employees on gold and coal mines afi-
liated to the chamber Liebenberg said
figures showed only 17% of employees
heeded the stayaway call.

Anglo American reported more than
83% of workers 1n 1ts gold, coal and indus-
trial divisions turned up for work

De Beers said about 61% of its employ-
ees went to work on Monday

Steel and Engineering Industries Feder-
ation of SA (Seifsa) spokesman Hendrik
van den Heever said overall, 60% of engi-

[1To Page 2
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Strike BP0 Aluial:

workers stayed awa
It;g:;;)r:&ed to Monday’s figure of lfeﬁq;t 1
Iscor was hit by a wage st

walked out, but a spo iy

would be no problem with SURPYY ey

B beer division Spok :
Bustﬁa said conditions in the breweries re

from work
o N

al employees 1n
ﬁ:l:ll{ﬁllgd and semuskilled workers making

) up most of the absentees

@ @'?/)D From Page 1

day, with
d much the same as Mon
glﬂltllf 90% of workers still off work

Consol spokesman Hennie Stroh said

N ovement on yester-
N was a shght 1mpr
\ Elhae;:g figure of 97% absenteelsm

stayaway rate among
et et yma]nr cities with
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* At the gates

F

-Millions sta
By Paula Fray ..i%\.\ m. If \ai

Figures compiled by The Star
from commuter organisations
~.and big business confirm that
" mllions of workers stayed
y«away during the strike
+§, Among the figures collated
;». by The Star are
2@ A spokesman for Spoornet
1 said about 680000 passengers
~-normally used trains servicing
. major townships on Reef Be-
. tween 3 percent and 5 percent
used them on Monday and yes-
% terday
‘s« Spoornet spokesman Ms Dur-
% man Bosman said trams servic-
: ing Soweto, the East Rand and

-
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empty”
@ Cape Town City Tramways

which usually ferries about
270 000 commuters at peak
hours reported 100 percent
backing for the strike 1n black
townships and 90 percent 1n the
coloured townships

@ Durban tramns carried 10 per-
cent of their usual number of
passengers

@ Putco spokesman Dr Jack
Visser said there was little de-
mand from commuters except
1n Eldorado Park and Evaton

@ Transvaal taxi commuters
found 1t almost impossible to
get {ransport with most Sabta

drivers supporting the strike
.m..mv PP 8

South African Chamber of
Busmess (Sacob) said yesterday
support for the strike had been
unchanged since Monday.

Support on the Witwaters-
rand, in the Eastern Cape and
the Durban metropolitan area
was between 80 percent and
100 percent, 66 to 80 percent 1n

__

thousands gather outside Soweto’s Protea Police Station yesterday to present a petition against VAT,
|

yed away from work

Cape Town were on average
o percent full, and those run-
ning to Pretona, East London
and Port Elizabeth :EENW

Maritzburg, Bloemfontemn and |

Pretoria, between 20 percent

and 40 percent 1n the Western
Cape, Free State Goldfields and
Northern Natal

b

Picture: Alf xcsm_p




voluntarily over the 1ast two
days it support of the anti-VAT
campaign, ) b
Some ‘cited fears for their
Safety, coupled. with a lack of
transport.
None of those Interviewed
sald they were infinidated to
stay at home. They were.unzn;.
Imous that the main reasoti'was
that they were anti-VAT, which
they described zs adding to the

woes of the poor. - Staff Re-
porter




{ to the econ- age of regular passengers had  wilbe shutting down over four

was possible for busi- Many pa weekly or season tickets weeks 1 December, causimg a
ness to make up 10s5€s in time ported on the municipal buses Pick 'n Pay dyrector Mike further backlog 1 certain vehi-
strike varled from milions to 8  down for two days. Bvery busi- know how to operate the ticket  pany had lost about RS milion sa spokesman Nico Vermeulen
few thousand rands. ness would have heen hit in a machines, he said. 1n sales, but this would be ofiset «It may be diff
in- Ly savings 1n staff wages y be difftcult to make
The motor manufacturng in different way. The real 1058 WaS Putco was virtually non-oper- y B g up the production Josses ”
dustry alone suffered produc- 1 worker salanies and Job op-  alve, <a1d managing director These that incurred the most
_mnu Emmmmm of about amwuwm mﬂ.a Eﬁaaﬂmm“ Dr .uwmw ﬁmmmmmmgmwmm in turn- lgsses were small businesses, %ﬂwwmﬁ_ﬁm_h% %mﬂwa? a long
10n, Sactl cing ano er . gver totalle million il the forced to close garly as they more 1Il-
vehicles to the backlog, 2CCOFT it ﬁsﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂwﬁmﬂmﬁ%m as twodays had no custorners ' pact on the nationzl EERIONY
ing to the National Association hard-hit, losing ~lose to R2mil- Rail C ter C Dions marketin manager than the two-day stayawav.
 of Automoble Manufacturers of  Yion S asport, director Stan  m a QME% m_.m cmvc_.mﬂau mchm 3 David hummm s :m < A public holid "
SA AmeEmmg v . S about 70 ; anager Roele nyders estl- r S 14, public noll ay ona wor ing
errier saia apou _.._E”nmuﬂ 0 mated that the company lost ever, that his stores showed no nmw.._ costs the economy betweed
Sacob econormust Keith Lock-  DuS drivers took the time off,  less than R500 000 n fares dur- losses during the strike R400 muilion and RE00 mlhon,

wood said it was difficull to leaving the counci] with only _ingthe strike as a hugh percent- Motor manufacturing Emﬂ_.a Sacob estimates
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Accord passes fir:

1S9 Stov 6]/l

staff Reporters

Cosatu general secretary
Jay Naidoo said. “There
have been fewer deaths mn

[he absence of wide- the Jagt two days of peaceful
spread violence during . protest than there are during
‘he two-day ant:-VAT e normal runmng of the
yeneral strike has been country”

1atled as a victory for the The strike was condemned
yeace Process, by President de Klerk as

Despite the killing of 15
nineworkers on the eve of
he stayaway and isolated
>lashes during the strike, the
>omparative peace was
auded by National Peace
wmﬁﬁgau chairman John

The sirike was the “first
‘eal test for the Peace Ac-
‘ord” and that the Accord

being unjustified and
marked by intimidaticen

Western Cape ANC chair- |

man Dr Allan Boesak said
that if Mr de Klerk were not
repared to negotiate the
plementation of VAT, he
should prepare to resign
8 g at a rally attend-
ed by 1000 people at Kaya
Mandi, Stellenbosch, he satd.
“If they (Mr de Klerk and the

passes it £
first tes

19l

A

-y
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1ad “come through”. Government) don’t want to A 5
“Apart from the death on listen to our demands, they @ From Page 1 AR "
he mines, we are pleased. It will soon have to leave their y :ﬂmmm gy ;
neans the parties have stuck  posts. They ﬂnnmuwﬁ wmu%a 9.% | -- main player m the call for wppaR ¥
o their word and followed We are not a defeated people the stayaway to protest agamnst (Sacob) ﬂ
» vesterday warned that *
he Accord,” Mr Hallsasd. ~ anmd will continue the fight VAT — had put out a directive many employers’ attitudes had

Asked to mﬂmwn_.mnm_, he
idded that the provisions of
he Acecord Xiade demands
n the leadership of the dif-

for a negotiated VAT.” . ¢

Big business last night
said the sir:ke had raised
tension levels 1n an already
volatile sitnation and union-

to all its regions to apply for
permission for protest marches
following a meeting hetween
ANC president Nelson Mandela

hardened during the stayaway
and any repetition “may result
in stricter application of disci-
plinary precedures”

erent organisations, those mn and Law and Order Minister
avour of the ﬁnwwrﬁw and munwﬁmp.w_ h,_ﬂ_.ﬁwau mﬂ%ﬁmm Hernus Kriel on Sunday Eﬂmmn _.m__w_.mnho mﬂmc_.m Jﬁwﬁ.m
hose againstit, not to getin-  § e VAT on Fasic Cosatu, 1n turn, attributed the than wm..g ==Emmﬁ r los _ﬂn_.m
rolved 1 violence. foodstuffs and medical care peaceful nature of the protest to ing the two da wmu In wages dur-
These provisions were that  Ministry of Law and Order Cosatu discipline It said the private sector, b
gﬁﬂmﬁwﬁ hwwnmnw spokesman Captain Craig The strike saw E_Eoﬂm of making contingency plans, ‘wmm v S ,
0 do or engage 1 any mass ﬁu_u%mﬂﬂ “wﬂummdmﬂwﬁuw_w MWMW.H_HMW MM_ wﬁﬁmmﬂ ome vmwu able to maintain a reason- ins of her Plke Road, Lenasia home after a stray firework burst
iction against their will. . President de Klerk said he able level of business actwity ® Picture Stephen Davimes
He said that though there resident ae nlerx S despite the strike and that more
“We were also instrumen-  pgaq heen only a few reported would address the 1ssue when emphasis might now be placed
al in mantaining commum- {peidents, intirmdation was he opens the National Party’s on capital intensive, rather than

ation between Cosatu and

rife, “It 18 Dot something tan-

Transvaal congress tomorrow
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he police during the gihle hut it is effective” Mr de Klerk told re labour 1ntensive, investment. B M - G PN

” —uﬁ.n._nmﬂm Mﬂmm_“m ﬁ— T AN T LT R |y o o o)
aﬂwmﬂmu. ngn.nﬂhw ma_ m _ Emnmwgmﬁ“wﬂﬂm mn_ﬂnmmwwwwn. at nwm GE_..mn %Eﬁﬁnﬁw mmﬁaw Mwu strike ﬂwmwﬁmm mﬂmumhwﬁwnmmﬁw : R PONE i uu, R
atu statement released yes- tion to the fact that Cosatu wm_manmwmﬁ o onld Lever i was on Monday, accordmg to [BO) (oAU ﬁ_aﬂ&ﬂcﬂ_mam Ores

erday, 24 people were killed Cosatu’s Neil Coleman mﬁ—um—.
.___._......“m.-.w.,..u__..“ 7 TRk )

A SR A0 .Lﬁw : Fsa sl T
Stayaway figures for the & atured br :

blyun

ver the two days. ®ToPagel sl taken place.” o e o
O He regretted that people had PWV ar 1y S
g — T ~ bheen Intimidated There was ea were even higher |BENEer kBt ocdda

yesterday, he said, while fig-
ures 1n the eastern Transvaal
and eastern Cape were at the .
same level as on Monday ,

overwhelming evidence that
this had been the case, he said,
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POLICE are looKing at a possible hink between the anti-
VAT stayaway and an explosion early yesterday that
damaged the railway line linking the East Rand to Johan-
nesburg, police said yesterday

The explosion, which occurred at Modderbee near
Benom at about 2 45am, dama e rmls disrupting
traffic i ( f

No one has so far claimed responsibility fﬂr the damage,
a police spokesman said

“The police arc cxploring all avenues The hink between

T,

e -

Blast may be linked to stayaway

the ani-VAT campaigners and the explosion cannot be
discounted,”’ said the spokesman 1< 2

Pohce suspected the explosive had been on the
rails to keep East Rand workers at home on the second day
of the national strike orgamised b anti-VAT Co-
ordinating Commuttee, he said g, ﬂl%

Meanwhile police reporied an explosion which dam-
aged three rallway lines between Bellville and Capﬂ Town
yesterday morning

No injunes were reported, police sad
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MORE than 900 Inkatha Frcednm Party sup-

porters reported for work as casual Iabourers on
the West Rand as an estimated 3,5 million work-
ers observed this week’s two-day stayaway.

Most of the IFP supporters were employed on a part-
tume basis at West Rand businesses Eight were later given
permanerni employment by 4 dry cleaning depot while 20
are now working fulltime at a Krugersdorp restaurant

A volunteer worker at the Krugersdorp office of the [FP,
Prince Russel Zulu, last week scnt letlers to businesses
offerning to provide casual labour during the stnike

[FP leaders however said the ofter was not official

policy
In response to the move, the PWYV region of the African
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National Congress lambasted Inkatha’s offer and said it
was a calculated efforl to undermne the gencral strike
against Valuc Addced Tax

The ANC said the ofler was “provocative and myopic
and appealed 10 employer bodies such as Saccola to warn
1ts members nol to be dragged inlo this “unholy alliance™

“Whilst the ANC PWV respects the nght of Inkatha not
lo join bands with the majorty of people in the general
sinke, the IFP likewise should respect the nght of people
to participate frecly without intunidation or coercon,’” the
organmisation sard
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In Soweto, more than
15 000 protesters warned
the Government of arother
five-day national general
strike #f 1t refused to heed
the call for an intenm gov-
ernment and a constiluent
assembly

ANC official Mr Floyd
Mashele warned the Gov-
ernment to reply to therr
demands within 14 days

o[ 17
esaid “If the Govemn-

ment keeps onignoring our-

demands, we will be forced
to use even harsher meth-
ods ™’

The Congress of South
Aflrican Trade Umon’s Mr
Neil Cotemandescribed the
two-day stnke as a success

Stayaway figures for the
PWV area were cven
mgheryesterday, while fig-
ures 1n the Eastermn Trans-
vanl and in the Easiern Cape
remained the same, hesaid

In the Western Cape and

lﬂll

_umao nstrator shot

on some of the mines 1n the
Orange Free State siay-
away figures were not as
high as on the first day.
Trains were running at
even lower capacily 1n
some areas yesterday
Buses from Putco’s two
main services, Soweto and
Johannesburg, and the
KwaNdebele-Pretona
route, which each putabout
400 to 500 buses on lhe
road cvery weekday, re-
maned in the sheds as only
about five drivers reported

Most fical staff at
hospitais around Lthe coun-
try reporied forduty yesler-
day, but the abscence ol non-
medical hosptal slatl was
caustng problems (7 {S 2

In Bophuthatswa
stayaway appeared to have
been 100 percent elfective

In Durban very few
buses were operating and
{ramns were running almost
emply

Sce pages 3 and 4
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CONFRONTATION: A protester and a woman passer- R T
[ETRFE Y -8
by exchange opinions during an anti-VAT picket In § e - .
Paarl yesterday t . il V. »
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Picturer LEON MULLER, The Argus
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WE PROTEST! Mr Tony Yengeni, a member of the
ANC regional executive committee, hands an anti-
VAT memorandum to Mr Kobus Olivier, lkapa Town
Counclil chief executive officer, at the end of the Gu-
guletu march
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(LEFT). SCRAP VAT! Part of the
crowd of about 7 500 protesters
who marched to the |kapa Town
Council office in Guguletu to hand
over an anti-VAT pettion yesterday
(ABOVE) WATCHFUL EYE: A po-
hceman carrying a shotgun keeps a
close watch as the chanting crowd
moved through the township
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BURNING ISSUE: An armoured police vehicle drives past a barricade of burning tyres in Zola Budd Drive,
Khayelitsha.
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HAYELITSHA
youths stopped
cars and forced out
people they accused of go-
ing to work on the first
day of the anti-VAT
stayaway.

The incident happened
at a bridge in Site B after
o pm.

An Argus team watched
as the younths, who ap-
peared to be under the in-
fluence of liquor, blocked
the street and flagged
down cars and taxis. They
asked bewildered-looking
drivers where they had
picked up their passengers
and told them to “off-load
everybody”.

The youths said the pas-
sengers had “disobeyed the

call of the people not to go
to wark”,

Some passengers ap-

peared to be angry but did
not say anthing

Others, ncluding four
pupils with books, protest-
ed against being forced out
of vehicles.

A Standard 10 pupil,
who asked not be named,
said he had been to fetch
medicine from his uncie
Nyanga.

“I find it surprising that
I am now accused of com-
Ing from work, he said

showing medicine,” he
said.

At 6 pm acrimonious ex-

changes took place be-
tween the youths and three
passengers who said they
were St Francis Adult
Centre students preparing
for exams.

The angry pupils pointed
out that the health and
education sectors were ex-
empt from striking

One student asked:
““What shall I do now? [
don’t have any more mon-
ey. I have to go to study to

prepare for exams. Vou

Can see my books. I am

Sure you’re nmot a com-




"A* woman who was
forced out of a car walked
away in tears.

.~ A man wearing a cap in
ANC colours appeared
from the shacks and
sharply rebuked the youths
. for *“behaving in an un-
comradely fashion”.

The man organised a lift
for the pupils and waved
the cars on.

At 6.20 pm a police vehi- |
cle arrived and fired tear-
gas to disperse the youths.

Later police took away
'a youth who was wearing
clothing similar to sol-
diers’ uniform.

EARLIER about 7 500
chanting people marched
to the Ikapa Town Council
office in Guguletu to hand
over a petition calling for
the scrapping of VAT

The colnurful marech
was led by regmnal ANC !
‘leaders mcludmg Mr Tony
.Yengeni,’ Mrs Mildred Le-
sia of Women’s League
and Western Cape Civic
Association members.

Most marchers carried .
'ANC and South African
Communist Party flags
and sang freedom songs.
Others carried placards
which read “Tax proflt not
.food” .and “Children small-
est pawn in Du Plessis
VAT game.” l

Lagunya taxi associa-
tion taxis transported hun-
derds of Khayelithsa ANC

menthers to the march.

Mr Yengem, also a
South African’ Communist
Party official, handed a
petition to chief executive
officer of the council, Mr
Kobus Olivier through
locked gates.

- Mr: Yengeni said the
government should listen
to the people “who are de-
manding that VAT be"
scrapped as they were not
ennsulted ‘about it”.

'Several marchers set
fire to a. cardboard coffin'.
on which was written
“Louis Le Grange died
with VAT”.

'Police looked on'as
marchers loudly applaud-
'‘ed and others sang free-
'dom songs as the coffin
burned.
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Own Correspondent

DURBAN — Cosatu has
threatened more Stay-
aways unless 1t.and
“sther major players”
are consulted on the
content of next year's
budget - ;

And the ANC-Cosatu
alliance last nighi 1s-
suned a plea to the
government to immed1-
ately freeze further 1m-
plementation of VAT

Cosatu’'s secretary-
general, Mr Jay Naidoo,
sa1d it wanted an 1mme-
diate and total re-exami-
nation of the country’s
budgeting and taxation
sysiem

The two-day strike was

effectively “a vote of
confidence 1n Cosatu

[ —

and no-confidence 1n the
government it gives
us legitimacy”, said Mr
Najdoo ‘‘Government
has no right to umlater-
ally restructure the
economy ”’

Stayaway levels on the
second day of the anti-

—w

VAT strike remained
largely unchanged at be-
tween 80% and 100% 1n
the Witwatersrand, East-
ern Cape and Durban,
while the least support
was 1n the Free State,
Northern Natal and the
Western Cape

Government reaction
has been minimal Presi-
dent F W de Klerk said
yesterday the strike was
unjustified

Cosatu’s Mr Neil Cole-
man said the second day
of the strike had been as
succesful as the first He
said 80% of the .work-
force in the manufactur-
ing and 1ndustrial sec-
tors had not turned up
for work and a total of 3.5
million had joined the
stavaway

The ANC-Cosatu alll-
ance last might warned
that the authorities’ atti-
tude to stayaway would
inevitably have an 1m-
pact on the coming all-
party conference,
® More die in VAT strnke

violence — Page 2
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FURTHER mass- action
could follow this week's
natmnalﬂ sirike 1f anti-
VAT demands are’ not

met, i-pgmnal ANC pub-||

licity secretary Mr
Moziwonke Jacobs
warned yesterday’

Speaking shortly after

a march i Khayelitsha, |

Mr Jacobs said further
action could not be
ruled out *

Earlier, about 20 000
people joined an ANC-

organised march Mareh- |

ers presented a memo-
randum to ' the
Lingelethu West Town

Couneil demanding that |
it does not apply VAT on ]

service charges

ANC national® execu-
tive committee member

Mr Dullah Omar de- |

manded that the council
respond within two days

There was a moment of
tension when police 1n-
' terrupted the marchers,
. because they were’. ap-
parently using the wrong
route,

;] N eéﬁtmtmna « between
police and ANC leaders
were overruled by the

marchers, "and- police | |

conceded to the “new”

route but kKept a watch- |

] eye
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THE Congress of South African Trade Unions
has threatened “mass action and generalised
defiance” if the government 1gnores the mes-
sage of the two-day general strike protesting

aganst value-added tax
Cosatu secretary-general Mr Jay Naidoo said tn
an interview that the trade union federatton was
ready to enter into negobiations immediately
But mass action and generalised defiance would
follow if Cosatu was convinced that government
talk of “negotiations and change mean abolutely
Jnothing®. &= e e
_+Asked to define generalised defiance, he said. “I
} would not like to go into that now But that will be
our only option — to go hack to the traditional
ways of d ce” ¥ L, .
! Cosatu was nol setting government a time hmt
m .which to respond, he said “As soon as the gov-
ernthent responds in good faith we can produce the
environment 1 which to hold an ail-party confer-
ence’ 55 vk, Ngr T yr
Mr Naidoo Said that one of the biggest successes
of the stayaway was “that gur actions were discl-
. plined, peaceful dnd involved'so many people”
e support for the strike had been a "vote of no
confitlence m government” - 3.«
He said Cosatu was committed to0 bona fide ne-
gotiations e T
"Our conception of negotiations differs from that
Mmhnﬂaﬁﬁﬂnﬁumwmﬂm% hw_”ﬂm“muwwﬁawu AWAY WITH VAT: Protest marchers in Khayelitsha where about 20 000 people to0K % Omar handed a petition protesting ag
at ﬁ%ﬂ:@nﬁmﬁ This 18 m_umnnmwgwﬁnm b s e part in an anti-VAT demonstration. T, .wwf_ o Z¥mumcipal services to town clerk Mr Graham Law-
us use politi e must be accompanie +" rence.
by mnanaﬁmwo ﬂ.mnmﬁ.ﬂm%nu » P But the group, comprising members of Nactu, ¥’ Mr Lawerence promised to reply today and ex-
Unless the democratic movement delivered not the Workers’ Organisation for Socialist Action, the _+pressed regret about how VAT was implemented
PAC and the Pan Africanist Student Orgamisation, *; Apout 500 people marched to the town council

only votes, but houses, better education and health i
facilities, “pohitical change will mean little to our occupied the building <foffices in Mfulem, Kuils River, to protest aganst
They left about two hours later after negotia-

Plcture LEON MULLER, The Argus

SIT-IN: Anti-VAT demonstraters occupy
Atlantic House in Corporation Street in
central Cape Town after police turned
them away from the iInternal Revenue
offices. They left after a two-hour sit-in

- Assocation, Mr Roseberry Sonto, and civil rights
- wwﬂ,wmu Mr Dullah Omar negotiated with the po-
- lice.
. The police allowed the march to proceed after
.the leaders told them the people “are refusing to
. furn back”
* Tension ran high again as the marchers reached
the Lingelethu Town Council offices which were
- shielded by a row of Casspir velicles manned by
- police
Along Zola Budd Drive, where scores of houses
PR I umﬂm been nmm_ﬁ,wmnn_u taxi nuwm:nr Hwﬂ__m_m E_“n
% residents “to go mside or jon the people’'s march”
Picture: OBED ZILWA, The Argus. S%t* At the gate of the town council head =mm.ﬁmwm_w§
on

“The economy di not close down for two days
Every business wor  have been hit in a different
way The real loss .s in worker salaries and job
opportumties ”

A picket in ©ap  )wn yesterday was disrupted ~ VAT and hving conditions

- people”

An estimated 3,5 million people stayed away
from work on Monday and absenteeism, varymg
from regiop to region, ranged from 100 percent to
20 percent [ .-~

SA Chamber of Business economist Mr Keith
Lockwood said it was difficult to quantify the cost
of the strike to the economy as it was possible for
business t¢ make up the losses in time.

when demons atr s found the police waiting for
them at the l.ter. ' Revenue Department offices

} About 70 demonstiaturs were on their way to
Rand over a petition when they were confronted by
pohice who confiscated their banners and placards

They were escorted to the regional offtces of the
National Council of Trade Unions 1n Corporation
mmummﬁ where they were told to disperse

- | b =k L T —

tions with the police

More than 20 000 people marched in Khayelitsha
in protest against VAT

Soon after the march began, police blocked the
road with four vehicles because the “marchers are
not foliowing the right route” 4%

Tensicn bumlt up as the commumty leaders, in-
cluding the secretary of the Western Cape Civic

A memorandum was handed to the town clerk,
Mr Wilirid Murray, who said he would respond
Mfuleni ANC vice-chairman Mr Oliver Nqube-
lan: said more houses were also needed because
there were many squatters mm the township
“VAT 1s a good system, but the goverment
ananwmﬂm consulted us on its implementation,”
e sal




2 Cape Times, Wednesday, November 6 1991
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STRIKE SCUFFLE ... Two youths in Lavender Hill manhandle a woman apparantllyo retutning home from work yesterday afterncon Groups of
vouths and gangsters roamed the streets of Lavender Hill and Steenberg looking for workers who ignored the VAT stayaway. Many workers
managed to flee the vuﬁuﬁths. but some v.:are caught and had therr facngsmaargg with white paint. ‘ Pictures BENNY GOOL

*qn: —..!..: Frpudmes ' R . .
t @ | Police shoot demonstrator
rl f C;T b[“l‘“ JOHANNESBURG — Police shot dead a demon-
'I:?‘:’I‘-,.'ﬁz{ \ . i

¢ W e e | strator and wounded one other yesterdnf thé
*owy... | gecond day of the nationwide antl-VAT strike
Pyt A The man was killed in Daveyton, east of Johan-
A LRI nesburg, after he pointed an AK-47 rifle at the
e | police, a spokesman gsald. Witnesses sald they had
5€ENn N0 weapon

After the shdoting several thousand people
marched from the stadiom to government offices

to present a protést at the introduction of VAT.
Lieutenant Wikus Weber confirmed one other
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THE anti-VAT strike in the Pemnsula yester-/ ' gy

day caused shipping delays, a big disruption
of food and laundry services at hospitals, and

{najnr sales Josses In the bread and milk sec-
Ors

This was 1n spite of an estimated overall drop in
stayaway figures {an average of ANC-Cosatu and
business estimates) from hetween 60-70% on Mon-
day to between 55-65% of the labour force yesterday

Portnet’s Table Bay terminal manager, Mr Carl de
Vilhers, said two of the three cargo ships in Table
Bay would be delayed by “a day or two”, as some
stevedoring companies (independent of Portnet)
experienced majur stayaways

Port Captain Mr Bill Shewell said Portnet's
stayaway figures dropped from 50,8% on Monday to
40,4% vesterday and a flexibility programme had
enabled his compamy to offer ‘just about a full
service™

Patients at Groote Schuur Hospita}l were served
soup and bread as kitchen staff stayed away Hospi-
tal pubiic relations officer Ms Upa Bloch said 70% of
general assistants in the catering department and
807 of those in the hospital pharmacy were absent
on both days Nursing staff assisted “where neces
sary” and pharmacists delivered medication to
wards themselves

The provision of fresh laundry became “a tremen-
dous problem' at Groote Schuur and other provin-
c1al hospitals because virtually the entire staff at
the Pinelands central laundry were on strike

No deliveries

Mr Gerhard Kotze, sauthern director of Albany
Bakeries (which has 17.5% of the national pread
market share), said accurate loss figures were diffi-
cult to obtain as many of his “top admin people”
were top busy baking bread

The general manager of the biggest local dairy,
Dairybelle, Mr Barry Hildebrand, said no deliveries
were made in the Peninsula area over both
stayaway days

Spoornet spokesmen said the Khayelitsha/Cape
‘Town trains were running at 20-30% of normal ocgu-
pancy yesterday, and other lines saw trains‘with

0% occupancy yesterday

A City Tramways spokesman said 40% of normal
services ran yesterday carrving 30% of the normal
number of passengers

A spokesman for the city s largest empioyer, the
"Cape- Town City Council, said nalf of its'15 800
employees stayed away yesterday (the same figure
as on Monday) — Staff Reporters, Sapa

Crime Reporter
POLICE are still investl-
gating what type of ex-

plosive device damaged
tracks on three railway

[ routes at Bellville sta-

tion early yesterday, a
spokesman said

The incident, in which

a bomb exloded at about
2 40em, was seen as part
of the anti-VAT cam-
paign, Captain Hendrik

‘ Opperman sald

He said the blast da-

| maged three sections of

track, which slightly af-
fected rail traffic be-
tween Cape Town and
Kuils River, the Strand
and Kraaifontein

No one was injured by

the blast, and trains
were rerouted for a
short period after a driv-"
er apotted the damage’
Captain Opperman
said severat stoning inci-
dents took place during
Monday night, most in
Steenberg, Ravensmead

(€2

person had been wounded, — Sapa

el J

and Elsie’'s River
Several police and pri-

vatd) vehicles were

slightly damaged, he
said

® A Spoornet spokes-
man sald a2 bomb ex-
ploded on the line be-
tween Dunswart and
Daveyton early on Mon-
day. blowing a hole in
the ground #dnd damsag-
ing overhead line

® Two miners were
killed and 49 injured in
three outhreaks of vio-
lence at Angle Ameri-
can’'e Western Deep
Leovels mine Mine secur-
ity personnel used rub-
ber bullets in alt three
incidents — 5taff Re-
porter and Sapa
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ANTI-VAT MARCH

. More than 500
residents of Mfuleni,
near Blue Downs,
yesterday joined an
ant-VAT march, one
of several that took
place in the Peninsu-

la over the two days
of the YAT strike
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Police slammed for
pamphlets

anti-strike

Soull, qiu— 31119
ANC SPOKESPERSO

Willie Hofmeyer cnndcnmod
the South Afnican Police for
dropping anti-stayaway
pamphlets 1n Langa on
Sunday might.

According to Hofmeyer,
ANC members in Langa
saw a police helicopter
droppmg pamphlets dur-
ing the mght.

The pamphlet issued by
the Regional Commis-
stoner of Police bears
the SADF and SAP
logos and was printed
at the Western Prov-
ince Command.

It insinuates the
VAT Action Com-
mittee which organ-
1sed the stayaway

can
threatened ndividu- [ servg e 0le ndyyy gy 2L i 1ty
, € ther g Sand, ®hed by .

al’s nght to a nor- | the Secipy Selfisp urp BMsatign, - LA
mal ife “inorderto [ and g, "~ “0rces to g o o 1 then pg, " der to
serve their own You : FOUT righes in ap the task op
selfish purpose”™. f ., dﬂ:" € Brobapyy p, . Mparya;
i‘Il iS SIIHIIgE that meref;ﬂ kEE Yoy gr H]'P][ o nd ay th
such pamphlets [ i, : We are ¢ :ﬂm on d‘: Aened ;,
are never pro- U travey 0 ang ?ma Precany,, > Novempey,
duced by the po- ¢ SE“"HIJ* Forcg o you ork r: ‘j AKe sypg
lice when our S are ST Yoy tp " ang Safely,

issy ary "
commumhes are § kD B Regiomar o al frrep g,
really threat- “’Eﬂ'emw;ﬂussmm -
ened by violent TPBY Wt
attacks by taxi COVMang, " OViNcE

drivers or vigilantes,” said

Hofmeyer, “When the ANC and other

organisattons call for peaceful and
non-violent mass action we are ac-
cused of being irresponsible and self-
1sh. It is time that the SAP and and
SADF become neutral forces in our

country instead of continually trying
to bolster the support of the govern-
ment.”

The SAP and SADF were unavail-
able for comment. _
—_—
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By Heather Robertson

and Thoraya Pandy
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LEADERS of Vaicom, the anti-Vat
aciion committee, Were thniled at the
surprise outcome of nf?rly seventy
percent support for £he two-day
stayaway in the Western Cape.

Cosatu SpoKesperson Mr Bangumz
Sifingo said the government’s claim
of having won oOver the coloured
community has been proven 10 be
false

He hailed the stayaway as & major
victory for democracy and a “clear
indication and mandate” for the gov-
arnment to back down on its hardline
position on value added tax (VAT)

The fact that few cases of intimida-
tion or violence were reported m the
Cape 1s seen as 4 rumph for the
region which has shown as hittle as 10
percent support for previous
stayaways.

Y atcom’s statistics are supported by
City Tramways who reported that use
of buses was almost ml i Afncan
areas and about 10 percentint coloured
areas. Spoornet reported that use of
rams was 10 percent 1l African arcas
and 50 percent 11 coloured areas

A SOUTH survey of support from
various sources revealed the follow-
ng:

& Seventy-five percent of clothung
workers m the Westem Cape sup-
ported the stayaway to the delight of
gactwu officials who anticipated a

*

Goukl - e\ 4)
poOTer TeSponse.

® South Afncan Mumecipal Work-
ers Umon officials reported an 30
percent support from their members,
“hile the Cape Town City Council
reported a 50 percent qtayawa)’r of
employeces

® Construction Workers Umon of-
ficials report an 80-90 percent
stayaway

@ Transport and General Workers
Union officials repori 2 70 percent
stayaway.

® Chemucal Workers Industrial
Umon reports that 50 percent of
members stayed away

@® Rural areas showed the highest
support with a 05 percent abseniee-
ism in Worcester and 100 percent 11
Upington

Despite these Successes the siayaway
has been dampened by disclosures of
disciplinary acuon taken against
workers by certain companies.

On Wednesday, Cosatd officials
received calls from members claim-
ing that companies were threatening
dismussal

«While we expected that there would
be some disciplinary action, we cai-
not gauge the number of cases at thas
stage yet,” said Mr Nosey Pieterse,
Cosatu Western Cape treasurer.

The Cape Town Chamber of Com-
merce has stated that1t1s the preroga-
yve of compames 10 take action
agamst WOrKers who stayed away

Mr Pieterse sad> “1he stlayaway
succeeded becausc of the wide-scale
public opposihon to the tax which

.
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has already been felt with the increase
i bread and basic foodstuffs.”

He said the enormous amount of
legwork that went nto educational
programmes around VAT m umons
and commurmnty organisations also
contributed.

movement
mlise workers around pread and but-
ter 1ssues hike wage demands and VAT
than broader polincal issues,” he said.

Mr Ben Petersen, SpoKesperson for
the Natonal Council of Trade Umons
(Nactu}, attributed the success of the
stayaway to Nactu for the first wme
having the structures to mobilise
workers.

He sajd the abolition of the West-
ern Cape as d coloured labour prefer-
ence area had led 1o an mftux of Af-
rican workers who areé more mhitant

Mr Shaheed Teladia, of Sactwu, saxd
the positive response from clothung
workers was the fruits of earlher pro-
tesis

He said while the stayawdy had been
a resounding succoss for Sactwu, 1t
had to benotexl that workers had made
a great sacnfice by losing twWo days of
their pay

Vatcom warned of further action if
the government continued to 1gnore
the demands

Cosatu together with the ANC,
SACP, Nactu and other organisations
has called for the setung up of a
macro-economic forum, mciuding all
major players 1o negotiate on majot
economic 1ssues ke fiscal policy-
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By Thoraya Pandy

THE GOVERNMENT and big busi-

ness this week repeatedly attnbuted

enonmous support for the VAT Co-

ordinating Committee stayaway call
~to intimidation.

¥s .. Sifingo refuted allegations of intimi-
dation by Cosatu and ANC members
against people who wanted to go to
work. They challenged security forces
to come forward with evidence. ¢
“We formulated %Eanrnmm on in-
timidation jointly"with Deputy Min-

ON THE MARCH: 20 000 people joined ANC leader Patrick
Matajane in Khayelitsha on Tuesday. -

e ——— —

“Intimidation dic

il

Cosatu spokesperson Mr Bangumai

ister of Law and O_dmﬂ Johan
Scheepers, that resulted 1n a joint liai-
son mechanism between the police
and Cosatu,” said Sifingo.

Cosatu regional treasurer, Mr Nosey
Pieterse, said: “The Westem Cape has
a different culture. More people are
intimidated by the bosses than they
are by the unions.”

Incidents of violence and intimida-
tiont over the two days included:

@ Fourteen miners were killed in
violence at President Steyn Mine, in
the Northern Transvaal, on Sunday
night.

@ Police amrested 108 people who
participated in 16 marches and dem-

not om%m strike’

onsirations nanonwide,

@ In Cape Town, Ms Moira August
was rushed to hospital with more than
50 buckshot pellets in her leg.

@® Five people were killed 1n clashes
between Inkhatha and ANC support-
ers in KwaMashu.

Sifingo said the government had no

legitimacy and should heed the signal
to step down as a government and
allow for the nm_md:mgnuvam an in-
terim government.
The South African Chamber of
Business (Sacob) lashed out at the
action and blamed intimidation and a
lack of transport for low attendance
at workplaces,
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Staff Reportey \<2-

Intimidation and lack of
transport meant that
| many people who did not
support the ant1-VAT
strike stayed away from
l work on Monday and
Tuesday, SA Institute of
Race Relations executive
director John Kane-Ber-

man said yesterday
‘ He said Cosatu may have

claimed the strike was “yvaol-

Hillbrow securl

S

untary”, but the language it
used and the instructions 1t
1ssued, belied this

“We are told that certain
categories of people, for ex-
ample schoolchildren, were
‘exempt’ but why should
(anyone) have to be ‘exempt-
ed’ from supporiing a strike
that 1s supposed to be volun-
tary anyway””

He said 1t was equally odd
that committees organising
the stayaway agreed that
medical staff, teachers and

guard Freddie Mkhaliphe found threatening slogans pa
after gong to work during the two-day stayaway.

on was factor - Kane
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inted on his garage door

Picture Stephen Davimes

students should go about their
normal duties during the
strike “Why should these
people need the agreement of
a committee before they can
g0 to work®”

It had been reported that
puplls were told to wear uni-
forms or carry timetables for
identification and that teach-
ers should request letters
from headmasters

Mr Kane-Berman ques-
tioned the purpose of such
identification “To whom did

-Berman |

1t have to be shown and
why?”

Intimidation had been used
to enforce strikes and
stayaways for at least siX
years, he sald

One in three black adults
had experienced threats to
enforce compliance with
stayaways 1n the past year

Experience of coercion in
the past and the “fear that it
will happen again 1S ungues-
tionably a factor reinforcing
the intimidation in the anti-
VAT strike”
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Staff Reporter

stayaway of all metro-
politan afeas, with a total
wage ~loss of about

i ot SCOrES 10WeS
can Chamber of Business

(Sacob) economist Mr
Keith Lockwood said yes-

terday '

In the retail sector the ln
Peninsula saw stayaways
of 13% on Monday and 9%

on Tuesday

Mr Lockwood estimated the
national wage loss at R200m and con-
tended that workers nationally would
lose “more, or close to” this amount
?ver a year through VAT and Inﬂ-ﬂ.-{

10N !

“If you consider that the basis ufz the
strike was ostensibly to eliminate the
additional cost burden imposed on
workers by VAT you can see how
counter-productive 1t was,” he sa1d

He warned that the stayaway would

force business {o re-evaluate labour
needs and result 1n reirenchments

His comments were described as
“asinine” and “statistical propagan-
da” by Cosatu’s 1nformation officer,
Mr Neil Coleman

Mr Coleman said Cosatu was “not
into statistical chess” and that Mrx
Lockwood had ignored 1ssues such as

s rnsis o e ytAYAWAY

cv Tfilal

t

Peninsula

the legitimacy of VAT and 1ts future
effect on people

The two also locked horns on Cosa-
tu’s claim that 3,5 million people had
supported the stayaway

Mr Lockwood said the figure ig-
‘nored workers who had stayed away
for fear of intimidation and Mr Cole-
man said many labourers had gone 10
;ﬂrnrk for fear of management retribu-
10N

Mr Coleman said he was sceptical of
HSRC telephone surveys which

showed that 15,8% of black males felt |

stayaways were an effective means of
bringing about political change

“The biggest lie factor 1s whites be-
Ireving workers when workers tell
them what they want to hear,” he said

Areas hardest hit by the stayaway |

were the Eastern Cape (95%), the Wit-
watersrand (85%) and Durban (80%)

Own Correspondent . 4 . strengthen the hand of
> StI']_ke W]]l the ANC when talks

LONDON. — Support for

begin on a post-apart-

the ant1-VAT strike will 2
strengthen the AN'C,E help ANC heid cunStltutlﬂn

hand 1n forthcoming ne-

?
gotiations, two leading a]k
British newspapers pre- at t S

dicted yesterday

® Many Durban busi-
nesses were likely to
adopt a “no work, no

“As a show of strength
the strike has been 1m-
pressive,” The Times of
London said,

‘“There seems little
doubt thatthe disrup-
tive action led by the

Congress of South Afri-
can Trade Unions will
strengthen the hand of
the ANC and 1its allies
when negotiations begin
on a new constitution”

The Financial Times
said the stayaway “will

job” attitude towards
unskilled labourers if
there was another
stayaway, general man-
ager of the Durban Met-
ropolitan Chamber of
Commerce Mr Geoff
Tyler said yesterday
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Weighing up the
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Vv ED interestspose a major

obstacle to gauging the extent of
intimidation during the stayaway.

-3 |fis fair to assume that collective

i1

action of this magnitude entailed
more “enforcement” than labour
admits, but President FW de Klerk's
assessment — that *large numbers
of péople did not take part voluntan-
ly"—Is an overstatement
Although there Is some justice In
olice claims that it1s hard to monitor
intimidation, the absence of hard
evidence weakensthe case |
Other than on the mines, the only
reported instances are-alleged
assauits on bystanders’during &
Woest Rand anti-VAT march and the
sabotaging of two rail knes, on the
East'Rand and in the Western
Cape. The fatal shooting of an
Inkatha youth leader in Sgcunda
may or may not be stayaway-linked

South African Institute of Race
Relations director John Kane-
Berman has suggested that tear
instilled by past inhmidation was a
factor There 1s undoubtedly truth in
this — some Soweto residents sur-
veyed:by The Star said they feared
for therr ives, although mostinsisted
gley chose to stay home —butitis

ardly an indictment of the strike

Thatélrabnur Monitoring Group’s
estimate of a significant drop,in the
stayaway response on day two —
from 81 percent to 68 percent -—
indicalés that workers had some
freedompf choice That many town-
ship youths, traditionaliy the:main
stayaway “enforcers", were atiend-
ing schoo! may have reduced levels
of intmydation y

The mining iIndustry 1s the clearest
exception 17 miners were killed and
88 injured on Anglo Ameyican’s
Presidént Steyn and Western'Deep
levels gold mines, while another
died at Gold Field's Doornfontein
operation Both groups allegeithat
non-strikers were attacked;by col-
leagu$§ supportive of the stayaway

Liabour action on the mines is fre-
qently,violent. — harsh hving and
working conditions have created a
uniquely volatile workforce

A ke TS
Low, education levels among a
Iar?*élg migrant workforce and the
isolaton ‘of workers may also serve
to undermine trade union discipline

and influence DREW FORREST
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- By DICK USHER extile Workers’ Union — clothing
IMPROVED co-operafion between and textiles 1s the region’s largest
 the Congress of South African Trade dustry — and backing from taxi-

. .~ Unions and the National Council of .operators and other small -
.. .Trade Unions, combined with es. m (S N V@ @
Support for the stayaway In the

. . .stronger Nactu participation, were._

T

- %
e

™ -
£ 2

Western Cape, where participation

support for the VAT stayaway in the * in such mass protests has historically

“Western Cape. - u been weak, was at Jeast double that of
+ #¢. Unionists and labour experts also previous stayaways and approached

- - Iisted a strong turnout by members * national levels. -

m ~"of the South African Clothing and Overall estimates of support

LY Tk B

key factors 1 the greatly increased

[

it

ranged from 40 to 50 percent, given
by the Cape Chamber of Industries
(CCI), to the African National
Congress® estimate of about 70 per-
cent. -

The shortage of transpert was
alhed to the participation by mem-
bers' of the Nactu-affihated
Transport and Omnibus Workers’
Umon (Towu), the majority union m
City Tramways, m addition to mem-
bers of Cosatu’s Transport and

e —

co-operation boosted Cape stayaway

[T — S — i Bl

General Workers’ Union.

Towu’s role was part of the overall
picture of better support by Nactu
and 1ts affiliates, which according to
the federation’s acting regional sec-
retary Ben Petersen flowed from
mmproved organisation in the region.

“QOver the past few months Nactu
has taken important steps (o
improve its organisation in the
regionand put in place structures

(>

previously absent,” PeterSen said.

——




labour such as the Federation of
Salaried Siaff Associations (Fedsal)

‘and the Confederation of Metal and
Building Umions

The two-day doctors’ “strike” over
the fevying of VAT on medical set-

The charge was that congress polsti-
_ci1ans had not understood the need to

“relate negotiations to a base, to back
negotiattons with pressure”, observes

SA Labour Bullettn editor Karl von
workers stayed home. i

For two days this
week, millions of

By narrowing the constitutional vices is further testament to the cam- -
The [ax SySfem they process {o technical committee hear- patgn’s broad appeal, and dovetails - I':F1
. . 1. 1. Ings and discussions between leaders, with the Cosatu national congress e
ObJECted to is unlike b’ the ANC was seen to be falling in with ?EEIEIDH to broaden its nrgan%smg W
: . i overnment strategy, which was to ocus to skilled, technical and profies- D
to disappear in & o sional w P _
L 3 m orkers 7,
s “demobilise” the Teft and cut 1t off Although white or predominantly ]
resSponse, but there is . from 1ts real source of power white unions did not join the stay- 5
- ““This 1s the big shft slgnalled by the away, saying they were constituttonal-
no denying that the , ; ly precl : >
ta » Von Holdt smd “For the 1y precluded from doing so, the |
b [ T l't' l ;m};a:iv;z since February 2 last year, appear not to have cntlciseﬁ it i{l ! E
atance Of p oilica the negotiating process 1s drawing 1n The Cosatu-led Cn-urdinating 3

Commitice on VAT has also attracted
an unprecedentedly wide range of
hon-union nterest groups, from crvic

120 ¢ )

1 . ordinary people through mass orgam-
power has shifted ... | 5,

ma | What the labour movement has
per nently . The forced to centre stage through the

1 ta ts
govemment is not VAT campaign and the stayaway 151
likely to underestimate

—charactenstic preoccupation with eco-
| nomic and social policy, issues which
the unions again.

e e — TR T _I

direct role 1n economic and political
i restructuring were unacceptable and
4 would be resisteft. This 1s not the view
1 of the whole cabinet~— Manpower

By DREW FORRESTIE)
@Qi@ E Mimister Eli Louw, for example, 15

F the governme sed this § known to be pressing for Cosatu
week’s VAT stayaway to “test _ involvement in economic policy for-

the water” — as the Congress of
South African Trade Unions
chief, Jay Naidoo, maintains — 1t
got its fingers badly burnt
After the dust has settled, the claims
and counter-claims about numbers
staying home, about intirmdation, the
hard fact remams — the stayaway
worked And 1t worked on a uniquely
large scale against the unfavourable
background of surging violence and
economuic hardship
Nor can the state easily dismiss
workers’ response as that of staakvee
stampeding to their union masters’
voice the constituent assembly stay-
away early {his year elicited a paichy
turnout, while the recent regional
strike over violence on the Reef was
an outright failure
Appealing directly to people’s
pockets and comnciding with pohitical
transition, when the government’s
night to rule 1s under unprecedented
fire, the VAT campaign has clearly
struck a responsive chord
And although the stayaway 1s most
unhkely to force immediate changes
in the tax system, it may have perma-
ncntly changed South Africa’s pelit-

mulation — and 1s unlikely to prevail.

Although it may not be a direct par-
ticipant, Cosatu is certain o be
involved 1in some way 1n the econom-
1¢ commussion set up by the impend-
ing Multiparty Conference, And the

have been low on the negotiating
agenda
+ In effect, 1t 1s underscoring the fact
that without the matenal upliftment of
South Afnica’s impovenshed millions
| there can be no meamngful political
' settlement — and that economic
change 15 as centrally important as the
extension of political nights and free-
doms

Law and Order Mintster Hernus
Kriel was quoted before the stayaway
i as saying that Cosatu demands for a

stayaway has lent new urgency to
business moves to hroker a standing
macro-economic negotiating forum
for labour, political parties) bifsifiess
and the state ’

Of equal sigmficance for South
Afnica’s future 1s the VAT campaign’s
role in strengthening “organs of civil
soctety” — organised pressure groups
outside the state and polrtical parttes
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cal landscape and balance of power
“There’ll be no more government uni-
lateralism on any 1ssue,” commented
one bustness leader this week

The VAT campaign has served first
and foremost to assert Cosatu’s inde-
pendence from its political atltes and
determination to play an mdependent
rofe 1n dealings with the state, particu-
larly in promofing a worker agenda

— which Cosatu sces as a vital prop of
a democratic order

“Civil society will have a huge
tmpact on transition and on the future
democratic South Africa,” Cosatu’s
Natdoo remarked tn a recent SA
Labour Bulletin article “The National
Party  strategy is to deal only with

political parties through the forum of
the All-Party Congress ~
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After the unbanning of the African

National Congress, the unions ceded
pride of place n the political arena to
the ANC, but became increasingly

restivé about the movement’s “top-
down” political style

Dr&wmg together Cosatu and its his-
toric 1deological and organising rival,
the National Council of Trade Unions,

the campaign has served to forge new
hinks with representatives of white
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By PAUL STOBER
and FERIAL HAFFAJEE
% | BHITE South Africans

R B [ were provided with a
R B climpse of what a

i B¥ Boerestaat might be
like this week when the cities
emptied of black workers

Both business and labour
agreed it was the biggest stay-
away ever to it the country —
at a time when many doubted
the capacity of the unions to
organise successful mass
action

Congress of South African
Trade Untons spokesman Neil
Coleman ascribed the success
of the sirtke to {s resis-
tance to VAT. “People know
about the economic effect of
VAT and how it is hitting
working people and poor peo-
ple in their pockets.”

Cosatu estimates that
between 80 and 100 percent of
the country’s workforce sup-
ported the sinke 1ts monitoring
teams notched up the highest
percentages in the Witwater-
srand and Eastern Cape, where
100 percent stayaways were not
UNCOIMION in many areas.

Business and labour moni-
toring groups reported similar
figures Drawing on mterviews
with 500 companes nation-
wide, the Unmiversity of the
Witwatersrand-based Labour
Momtonng Group reported that
81 percent of workers stayed
away on Monday and 68 per-
cent on Tuesday.

Important successes for
Cosatu were 1n northern Natal,
seen as an Inkatha stronghold,
and the Western Cape, where
there 1s traditionally a poor
response to stayaway calls

In centres such as
Empangent and Isithebe in
northern Natal 60 percent of
workers stayed home, despite
Inkatha’s voluble anti-strike
sentiments

Adding that in the PWV hos-
tels and n southern and north-
ern Natal there had been stay-
aways in excess of 60 percent,
Coleman said “the myth of

AL
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Inkatha support 1n these areas
has been blasted away”

+ The general strike was
unusually successful in the
Western Cape, where both
business and trade union offi-
cials put the stayaway figure at
between 50 and 70 percent for
the two days.

Union officials in the region
satd the success of the action
was due to thorough prepara-
tion and the intense publicity
the VAT issue recetved m the
run-up to the strike. Close co-
operation between Cosatu and a
resurgent National Council of
Trade Unions (Nactu) in the
regton was also a factor

Another surprise was the
support given by some farm-
workers to the stayaway -— the
first time this has happened.
Sugar employers reported that
35 percent of cane-workers in
Natdl had stayed home, winle
forestry workers in the Eastern
Transvaal also heeded the call

There are signs that black
workers in the strategic mining
industry, traditionally unre-
sponsive to stayaway calls,
may have supported the action
on an unprecedented scale.

The National Union of
Mineworkers estimated that
250 000 workers, or about 34
percent of the total workforce,
stayed away. But even the

Chamber of Mines’ eshmate —
an average 17 percent — indi-
cates a wider response.

Despite the relatively low
percentage turnout, the mines
were the scene of the worst
stayaway-linked violence

» This week Ango Amertcan
requested the Standing Comm-
isston on Public Violence and
Intimndation to mvestigate the
killing of 15 workers at its
President Steyn Mine 1n
Welkom, which 1t says took
place when munets wishing to
work were attacked by anti-
VAT workmates. The NUM
says muners returning from an
anti-VAT rally were set upon
by “worker leaders traditional-
ly 1n management’s pockets”.
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THE STAYAWAY
1
Maki

The union groupings Cosatu and Nactu, to-
gether with others 1n the ANC alhiance, may
well have demonstrated their capacity to
stage an effective work stayaway

But what does the two-day general strike
really amount to? Business and government
are well aware that Cosatu 1s an important
economic actor It was not necessary, as one
businessman puts 1t, to damage the economy
to repeat the point

As for the demands of the strike — ex-
emption of certain “basic” items from VAT,
and a unmon say 1n economic policy-making
— 1t 1§ difficult to take them seriously The
VAT system 1s already in place, and no
amount of economic blackmail 1s likely to
change 1t, and the policy-making demand 1s
accepted 1n principie by government and is
ltkely to be accepted in some form

Anglo Amencan’s Michael Spicer re-
marks that *if (Cosatu’s) Jay Naidoo 1s
really serious about bringing down the gov-
ernment, why not call a six-week stayaway?
An extended weekend ts hardly a measure of
political wvirility ” Spicer described the
stayaway as only a quahfied success What s
awatted from Cosatu, he says, 15 evidence
that 1t can build and create, rather than
break and stay away The strike’s knock-on
effects on investor confidence and jobs mean
that 1t was “entirely negative ”

Spicer believes the stayaway (he refuses to
call 1t a general strike) was backed up by
“fairly extensive” intimidation in the run-up

As the largest private sector employer,
says Spicer, Anglo finds 1t difficult to square
the numbers rteportedly involved 1n the
stayaway with the fact that the mining 1n-
dustry had over 80% of 1ts workers present

Another observer reckons the high rate of

= g/ 1{4!
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work attendance on the mines could be be-
cause they are housed in hostels, which
makes them less easy to “orgamse,” or be-
cause many are foreign. Interestingly, cer-
tamn Iscor divisions whose workers tend to
live 1n hostels also had relatively low absen-
tecism

According to Seifsa, whose affihates draw
on a work force of 350 000, the absentee rate
on Monday was 65%, which dropped to near-
ly 60% on Tuesday But production losses
were inpossible to assess as many companies
had made contingency plans to reduce the
impact

The motor industry shut up shop com-
pletely for the two days

Sacob said late on Tuesday that support
for the stayaway was about the same over the
two days It estimated that between 80% and
100% of workers stayed away 1n the Wit-
watersrand, eastern Cape and Durban met-
ropolitan areas, between 60% and 80%
Maritzburg, Bloem{ontein and Pretoria, and
from 20% to 40% 1n the western Cape, Free
State goldfields and northern Natal

Lack of transport, saxd Sacob, was a ma)or
factor contributing to the level of absentee-
ism Private-sector workers would have lost
more than R200m in wages Morc emphasis
may now be placed on capital intensive 1n-
vestment, 1t warned
Aside from the numbers involved, the
strike does seem to have had political sym-
bolic value According to Wits political
scientist Rupert Taylor, 1t confirms the or-
ganisationatl ability of the ANC-Cosatu alli-
ance, which appeared to be flagging, and
gives them a sense of common purpose
Taken further, 1t demonstrates the poten-
tial of the Patriotic Front alhance — reveal-
ing a degree of unity on the Left that the NP
won’t like from the perspective of the negoti-
ations That 1s, it appears to strengthen the
ANC’s preference for a two-sided bargain-
ing table, rather than the Nats’ vision of a
range of independent participating groups
Roughly transiated to electoral terms, 1t
recalls the 1989 two-day stayaway at the
time of the general election that while 1m
whites voted, about 3m blacks protested by
staying away

According to Numsa’s Berme
Fanaroff, chairman of the Co-or-
dinating Commuttee on VAT, the
strike shows that ““the 1ssue of VAT
1 a lot more relevant to workers
than the media, government and
business thought ” It was sigmifi-
cant, he added, that the strike was
well supported 1n Natal, which
throws doubt on the level of sup-
port claamed by “other orgamsa-
&y uons” (a clear reference to In-

CURRENT AFFAIRS

katha)

“We are not trying to destroy the eco-
nomy,” said Faparoff “We'd like to build
the economy but we cannot allow the govern-
ment to do so umlaterally

What happens after the strike? “We re-
main open to negotiation and urge the gov-
ernment to meet with us as a matter of
urgency ” If 1t does not, then it’s up to the
membership to decide on the next course of
action, says Fanaroff

According to labour lawyer Rod Harper,
Cosatu’s strike 15 1n breach of the Labour
Relations Act and conditions of employ-
ment He says the threat to blacklist employ-
ers who discipline strikers 1s an unfair labour
practice . |

ANC POLICY @

Master of the game
W g L q )

A politicion who hds never heid public office,
but who speaks 1n public as if he soon will be
runmng the country, 1s confident indeed
That 1s what ANC secretary-general Cyril
Ramaphosa did last week at the FM invest-
ment conference Coming from Neil Kin-
nock, leader of Britain's opposition Labour
Party, such confidence would be construed
as intolerable arrogance, coming from Ra-
maphosa, 1n the context of SA’s poltical
history, 1t was unremarkable

The looming burdens of office have clearly
tempered official ANC rhetoric Few confer-
ence delegates could quibble with Ramapho-
sa’s assertion that the ANC and, by implica-
tion, the country, “must pursue policies that
distribute the benefits of this economy more
equitably However, in doing this we must
pursue policies that enhance investment. We
would, therefore, be very unwise 1f we were
to alienate investors or drive away the skills
that we have 1n this country”

But Ramaphosa also pointed out that the
ink between investment and redistribution is
critical to future stability and he neatly
summed up the public debate. “One side

fears that redistribution wall stop investment,
while the other fears that the pursuit of

investment will be at the expense of redistri-

bution ” And he called for the deveiopment
of a *common framework of approach” to
these 1ssues

As for the measures to achieve redistribu-
tton, Ramaphosa demonstrated an acute
sense of occasion The tone was concihatory,
the style dignified — but the remedies were
vague How else should a politician behave?

He spoke of “a combination of progressive
taxation and a benefit or welfare system,” of
the need to “ensure that employment, wages
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Learning Nation spoke to a member of
the Cosatu Wits Region Strike Co-
ordinating Committee about strikes and
stayaways.

Here is some of the conversation we
had with ner.

What is the difference between a
general strike and a stayaway?

Some people say that 1t is not important to make a
distinction because in both nstances workers are
withdrawing their labour power On the other hand, 1t 18
argued that a stayaway 1s not the same as a general stnke
because a general strike involves occupying the factones
and not simply staying at home. Unlike a national strike,
there 1s a build up to a general sirtke and workers take
control of the factornies. I think that the most 1mportant
yssue about this debate around the difference is thatit does
not depend solely on the form of action but rather on the
mood of the class and the poliical climate A general
strike will not yust happen because the leadership calls

one Itcould however arise out of one small factory gong
onsmkeand then pcm gjoined by other workers, depending
on the 1ssue, thc mood of the working class and the level

of organisation A general strike eventually involves the
whole of the working class over aperiod of time. AsRosa
Luxembourg pomnted out, sit-mns, pickets and so on are
forms of demonstrative action; they are symbolic actions
which could build up towards a general strike She also
says that a general strike doesn’t cause a revolution but
that a revolutionary climate could cause a general strike

Factory occupations, sit-ins or siyalalas pose the
guestion of who controls the factory very starkly. The
stayaway is a form of action almost unique to South
Africa. What is your view on stayaways?

As a form of action it has captured the imagination of
South Africans. Itis interesting in thatt1s often supported
by people other than the working class However, Cosatu
called for more than just a stayaway - we called for
marches and pickets as well. The strike commuttee has
hinked all the current strikes around thisissue of VAT. The
reason for this call was a conscious attempt to mobilise
and encourage the self-activity of the working class.
Marches are crucial because they involve the unem-
ployed, the unorganised and the youth Factory occupations
would only mvolve workers The kinds of calls the
leadership make should be in lme with the level of
orgamsation and militancy of the class

During the 1960s in France the students were at the
forefront of the struggle which led up to the general
strike there South African students are famous for
being at the forefront of struggle but in this case were
asked not to participate in this action due toexams We
know that workers were unhappy about the issue
because Transport and General (T and G) workers
had to transport students to exam venues instead of
being involved 1n the strike. This places a dampner on
the question of unity amongst the working class m such
action.

How does the call for a general strike fit in with the
period of negotiations?

The call for a general stmike arose at Cosatu’s Fourth
Congress m response to the imposition of VAT by an

( 152 )
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illegitimate government as wellasthe cj foraConsttuent
Assembly,an Intenm Government, De Klerk’sresignation
and not to pay PAYE It was at this time that the fact that
the state was funding Inkatha became “official” and the
working class was ready to take militant action Since
then the 1ssue has become very diluted so much so that the
call 1s only for the state to re-open the negotiations around
VAT. The current position 1s 10 only call upon mass
activity m so far as it will strengthen and speed up the
negotattons process

Do you have suggestions for a programme of action
now that that the 4th and 5th are over?

Yes! The critical factor 1s a programme of action around
dismissals and retrenchments Companies who have
dismissed workers should be 180lated and aciton taken
agamstthem in the form of solidanty acuon Butthisisnot
the only form of defence that can be taken for workers We
need to ensure that workers taking action are physically
defended Thisraises the question of armed defence. We
also need to follow up on memorandums handed 1n at
various pomnts throughout the country These are usually
never responded to by the state but this ime we must
ensure that they do respond

Let’s look at some examples of the general strike in history: .

The general strike in ltaly

After the First World War (1914 - 1918) the working class
in Italy suffered greatly due to the economic crisis i the
country Mihitant workers, i the towns and in the rural
areas went on strike and this militancy led to the mcreased
growth of the Itahan Socialist Party called the PSI The

working ¢class was strugghng around 1ssues hike wages and
long working hours but the reformist within the PSI, who

were mamly social democrats, did not take these struggles
forward Eventually, food nots broke out and the state sent
the army 1o smash these but the soldiers ended up jorming
the people The PSI still did nothing and so the union
officials and local reformust leaders negotiated temporary
price freezes and the level of mulitancy dechned for a while

Dunng 1919 workers set up factory councils but these
were only concerned with their own factory 1ssues and often
1gnored other major struggles m the country and the rest of
Europe

However, in March 1n 1920, a small factory floor issue
led to a wave of factory occupations in the city of Turin The
bosses werenow prepared for such activity and smashed the
factory commttees but 50 000 metal workers stayed on
stnke The working class responded wath a general stnke
which lasted 11 days This sinike, which had started as a
small factory floorissue in Turm was eventually supported
by rural workers and peasants all over lialy Agamn the
leadership of the PSI did not take this mlitancy forward and
eventually the army was able tooccupy Tunin InSeptember
the working class took up the struggle again and took over
factonies all over Italy but the state and the bourgeoisie
responded viciously They focussed thewr attack on the
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“Workers and students, unite!”
The slogan became fact at the motor factory on the 17th May 1968 in France.
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Tunn workers and the revolutionary situation shpped
away

The General strike in France

Soon afier May Day i France in 1968 thousands of
students took action against the education and economic
cnisis i France They marched through the streets of
Paris where they were violently antacked by the police
and many of them were arrested They continued to
hold public meenngs, marches and built barncades 1n
the street of Paris until their demands were met. In the
meantime, workers had come out in support of the
students and were also raismg economic 1ssues When
the students had won their demands, they handed therr
banners to the workers Workers occupied factones and
a general strike of ten million workers spread throughout
France This was the biggest general strike ever.

The trade umon and Communist Party leaders made
a deal wath the government to end the strike Workers
still remember how they built democratic factory com-
mattees and how they demanded workers’ control.
Their actzons mspired workers 1n Italy to also organise
to occupy thewr factonces

A Renault Car Worker said “Twelve milhion work-
ers stood shoulder to shoulder m unity to defend their
demands and their aspirations In front of them every-
thing else - the bourgeoss state, 1ts police, 1ts politi-
ci1ans, ete, - had disappeared, didn’t count for anything
The lesson will not be forgotten ”
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Any person or organisation 1s welcome to
tise the material for educational puspose, but
shouid let the Learning Nation Co-ordinator

Know
Our address 1s
Learning Nation
PO Box 11350

Johannesburg 2000.
Phone: (011) 333.9746.
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Careers 1 ol

Careeré’ané\\the erlng Class

This is the first article in a
series that will help students
and workers understand

career choices and
the relevance of different
| careers.

What do we mean by careers?

Most of us think of a career as a special
kind of job such as a doctor, lawyer, nurse

oraccouniant We wrongly call these kinds
of jobs ‘professions’ and the work done by
machinists, packers, domesticsand miners
merely ‘jobs’ When at school, wealllook
to reach the level of one of these kinds of
jobs. In fact, older people and teachers
often ask us what we “want (o0 become one
day’ By this we are encouraged to aspire
to a profession, to have the kind of job
where one wears a suil and carries a
bnefcase.

If we look around at our famzihes and
friends and at ourselves, we find that the

majority of people are not1n ‘professions’,
but are workers.

One of the aims of the socialist move-
ment throughout the world has been 1o
break down this distinction between pro-
fessional jobs and all other forms of work.
Workers have struggled to get rid of the
distinction between mental and manual
work. They beheve thatall forms of labour
are necessary to ensure the well-bemng of
all people who make up society. For these
reasons, this senes will talk about careers
ascovening all categornies of jobs including
lawyers, carpenters, machmnists and hawk-
ers. But let us first look at why the disting-
tion between mental and manual labour
arose In society.

The division of labour and classes

The world of work 1s characterised by the
division of labour. As socicty became
more and more complex, so different
people came to perform different jobs.
Probably the first example of people
performing different jobs was within the
family.Firstly, on the basis of age, children
either did no work or began to do simple
tasks to help their parents, or leamnt the
skills of thewr parents. Another important
division of labour was that beiween men
and women.

With the development of society, the
division of labour also took on the lines of
class differences. The first big develop-
ment here was the separathon between a
class of rehigious leaders and chiefs, who
did not work, and the rest of the clan who

produced the subsisience needs of the
clan. Already here we see the beginmngs

of the disancuon between ‘mental’ and
‘manual’ labour. Under capitalism, this
distinctuion has become so widespread that
thousands of different jobs and job catego-
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This series will give advice and guidance about ca-
reers and career choices. We will also show just what
is required to get into particular careers, the socidl
responsibility of various careers and encourage re-
spect for all forms of work.

The division of labour

nies have been created. The class nature of
capitalist society ensures that the differ-
ences within the division of labour have
largely ended up in this simple distinction
manual labour suggests working class,
and mental labour suggests middle or
upper class.

However, this distinction 1s not as
simple today as there are a varying degree
of skills required for different jobs per-
formed by workers and some members of
the muddle class do hard manual labour
But the class nature of the mental-manual
divide 1s quute clear Today we can clearly
‘see’ the class of a person by the way they
dress, because the way they dress indicates

whether they use thewr ‘brans’ or their
*hands’. A person who wears a suitto work
15 clearly one who gives orders or hardly
uses his hands, while a person 1n overalls
tends to do more physical work Some-
times these differences are referred to as
blue-collar workers as opposed to white-
collar workers.

When we speak of careers and choos-
ingacareer weneed tobs aware of how the
world of work reflects the current divi-
stons of class and gender m our society In
South Africa we know that these divisions
have also been along racial lines, with
whites doing skilled or supervisory work
and blacks doing the more manual labour

Careers and school students

Because our society puts so much value
becoming middle or upper class, students
areurgedio ‘becomesomething’ Students
then want to become lawyers or doctors or

pitots. Often we are completely unaware
of whatittakes tobecome amemberof one
of these ‘professions’ and whether we
stand any chance at all To be an optician

or acomputer prograimmer can be excihing
and rewarding and under capifalism, these
jobs are extzemcly well paid. Any future
South Africa will need thousands of people
with these skills - there can be no doubt of
that. But whale cur society encourages us
10 become one of ihese ‘professional’
people, 1t also limits our chances of
becoming one of them.,

At present, about 33% of the South
African population 18 illiterate The state
spends far more money on the educatton of
white children than it does on black chil-
dren Few black adults have a degree or
apprenticeship Few black people qualify
as doctors because of the high cost of
studying medicine

Apartheid capitalism has made the
quality of life for most blacks so bad that
the struggle to survive makes it impossible
for us to reahise our dreams, Yet our par-
ents make tremendous sacrifices to helpus
get education The Cosas slogan ‘each
one,teachone’ shows the determination to
learn,

Careers and the unions

In the unions, workers have begun to
struggle around the grading of work and
the need to upgrade skills In a umon such
as the Nauonal Umion of Metalworkers of
South Africa(Numsa), workers have begun
tochallenge the bosses and the state around
the way skilis are recognised, racial
discriranation around skills and control
by the ruling class over Apprenticeship
Trammng Boards and the Department of
Manpower Workers have been doing tins
not to cause divisions in their ranks, but to
challenge the ruling class’ conitrol over
how skills are defined and recogmsed.

Careers, skills and the
new South Africa

While we are looking for-
ward 1o the day when major-
ity rule 1s achieved in South
Africa, we must be aware
that a truly democratic
South Africa will need a
greater level of knowledge
and skills amongst all its
people. We should also ex-
pect that many middle class
whites are hikely to runaway
from majority mle and will
leave South Afnica with a
skills shortage Fortheserea-
sons we need 1o pay atten-
tion tothe general upgrading

of the skills level of all our
pcople Bothschool students
and workers should there-
fore be looking to improve
therr knowledge of all as-
pects of production and ali
the skills required to run a
modermn economy and atruly
democratic state

Skilis shortages have
played a role in making 1t
dafficult to implement radi-
cal change and development
programmes m other coun-
tries in Africa. For example,
after i1ndependence 1n
Mozambique there were no
black pilots, engineers or
computer programmers
There were also very few
doctors and qualified teach-
ers Therefore, any scheme
for upgrading health or edu-
cation was severely limited

In Scuth Africa we need
a broad range of skilled
people, including techni-
crans, schoolteachers, engi-
neers, computer Operators,
nurses and doctors But we
must understand the social
responsibility of these skilled
people, or we could merely
prodece a new elite more
mterested n selhing therr
skills to the highest bidder

than i uphfting the standard
of living of the people

In our next article, we
will 100K at some current
debates in the labour
movement on the
relationship between the
level of skills and
economic development.
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JAY NAIDOO'S STAYAWAY @

Fm £ 1[4
A handful of dust @' |

The impact of a stayaway as practised in SA is always
ambiguous — both impressive and a little desolating It can
never be claimed as a triumph of black political unanimity
simply because, though well-planned and co-ordinated, the
element of fear can never be properly quantified
Apartheid made this possible by solating black suburbs
far from places of work, accessible only by a few extremely
visible modes of transport. Whatever the percentage support
of the strike (see Current Affairs), the fear of intimidation 1s
itself intimidation and cannot be measured. The deaths on
the Free State gold mines inaugurated the stayaway
That said, business would do well to consider the two main
political messages of the strike.
The Cosatu-ANC alhance 1s holding for the moment —
suggesting that this axis of the hberation movement will
form a powerfui and aggressive component at the negotiat-
ing table, but
In forewarning of yet further mass actions to compel the
institution of an interim government, Jay Naidoo may be
over-reaching himself, since this would set in train a process
of revolution from which the ANC itself has been forced
away by events. If he 1s, in effect, simply calling for a
transfer of power, Naidoo will be compelied to embark on an
agenda to which the ANC 15 no longer commtted
Naidoo’s apparent victory, therefore, could be rendered
nugatory 1f he believes in some kind of crescendo of popular
feeling that will sweep away the existing government What
form an interim government will take i1s what 1s to be
negotiated. there 1s no alternative to that, since blacks are 1n
no position to engage 1n another cycle of endless and unre-

deemed suffering This week’s stayaway hurt them most.

There 1s a division between Nardoo and the ANC compar-
able to that between the ANC-in-exile and the homeland
governments 1n the Eighties — and 1t concerns the question
of *co-option ” You erther smash the system, or choose to
work within 1t 1n the hope of eventually taking 1t over The
ANC, by abandoning the armed struggle, has chosen the
latter course though 1t would deny that i1t has chosen co-
option This 1s merely semantics: an interim government 15
an inclusive mechanmism, not a ride to unbridled power

The strike 1s, therefore, oddly meaningless

What Naidoo also appears to misunderstand is that by
participating 1n negotiations, the ANC will attain a far
greater awareness of the limitation of public resources than
1t has at present As an important component of ah interim
government 1t 1s hardly likely to abolish sales tax which will
give 1t resources to bridge gaps and redistribute social
welfare

Such a greater awareness of limitations 1s, of course, part
of the challenge of responsibility It certainly makes sense —
as Cyril Ramaphosa suggested to the FM’s Investment
Conference last week — to make home-ownership in town-
ships accessible to millions by converting rents to freehold
(the FAM has itself suggested this) But then you have to
consider what you mean by ownership and think a little more
deeply about all the other freedoms that flow from the nght
to private property

We believe that Naidoo’s strike was a Pyrrhic victory for
him — which means that he can afford no more such
victories at all The time to negotiate 15 now |
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" HARARE — South Afr:ican
'l blacks were advised, 1n an edi-
torial 1n Zimbabwe’s semn1-off1-
c1al newspaper The Herald, to
use the weapon of a national
strike only as a last resort
The paper said this week’s

ant1-VAT strike had sent a sig-
nal to President de Klerk that
he will have to enfranchise the
black majority

But, hke an atomic bomb, the
strike weapon was most effec-
tive when kept 1n storage

Both sides must acknowledge
the absulute necessity for ac-
| comthodating the other’s fears
and addressing them candidly
If this were not done, South
Afr1é8 would be faced with the
real possihility of a civil war —
Star Africa Service
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EMPLOYERS should
motivate and disci-
pline their workers
against succumbing to
intimidation by radi-
cal trade union lead-
ers, State President
FW de Klerk said last
night.

Addressing the Trans-

By MONK NKOMO

vaal National Party con-
gress 1 Pretoria, De Klerk
lashed out at the African
National Congress and said
the NP was not prepared to
allow any other party or
movement to take over
power 1 South Afnca

______.——.——-—_"__"'"

“The NP has never asked
for a mandate to transfer all
the powerto the ANC orany-
body eise

“We are not at all pre-
pared 1o exchange one form
of domunation for another

“Black dommnation 15 as
unacceptable as winte domi-
nation The NP rejects both
Power-shanng ts the answer

Domination spells disaster,”
De Klerk saad

Hlegal

Refernng to this week’s
two-day stayaway, De Klerk
warned that 1f orgamsed
commerce and industry and
individual employers did not
stand firm they and the coun-
try would pay a mgh price
“Only if employers act

purposcfuily and in anor-
gamsed manner to ensure
that trade unions acl
within the law, will they
be able to retain therr
nghtful independence,’
he said

He added “Only of
employers help mouvaie
and discapline their work-
ers against succumbing 1o
intimidation will they be
able to help prevent radi-
cal trade umon leaders
from gammng a strangle-
hold ™’

De Klerk lashed out at
the ANC “and 1its ally™,
the Congress of SA Trade
Umions, accusing them of
staging 1llegal strikes,
threats and stayaways

He gaid the Govemn-

-

ment had succeeded in
breakingthe ANC’s gnpon
sanciions

The ANC had now
changed 1ts strategy, he
sard

“Asresponsible govern-
ments throughout the world
began to dissociate them-
selves fromthe ANC’ s ure-
sponsible utterings, and
even exert pressure on it,
the ANC began seeking
new domestic power bases.
In sports and culture it saw
an opportunity *” )

His Government had
kept 1ts word and had re-
moved from the Statute
Books all forms racial dis-
crimination not linked to
the Conststution |
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EMPLOYERS may consider using machinery than peopie
if the strikes continue at the prevailing rate, a gpokesman
for the South Afrnican Chamber of Business, Mr Geme
Bezuidenhout, said yesterday

Bezwidenhout was reacting to the two-day national
strike orgamsed by the anti-VAT Co-ordinating Comimit-
tee By mechamsing jobs it was possible that less employ-
ment opportunities would be created, he explamed

Figures varymg from 80 to 100 percent werg givenl as
representing workforce that took part n the stayaway on
Monday and Tuesday .

Orgamsers regarded the strike actionas a huge success,
a show of strength which kept more than 3 muilions
workers away from the work-place .

Bezwmdenhout sad workers in the private secfor lost
more than R200 mullion 1n wages over two days

“This figure negates to a very large extent any potential
burden that may have been inposed on workers by the
mtroduction of VAT,”” Bezwdenhout said. -

He said by making contigency plans the private sector
has demonstrated 1ts capacity 10 mamntaus a reasonable
tevel of acuvty despite the mcidence of absenteeism.

Bezmdenhout said employers would 1a future step up
efficiency and stop relying on the abundance of labour

1
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!
SHARON SOROUR
Labour Reporter =
STRIKES, durmg the first mine months
of the, EHI,"‘CDSt the economy ahout

two m11 mn"manfdays Iabnun,expﬁtsﬂ 5
I‘Epﬂrt |

Although *the flrst half of 1991 wf S
“relati¥ély"quiet” with a loss of o ly
375 000.man days, strike action agegl-
erated durmg the third quarter ofjthis
year, according to the strike repori,of
Andrew Levy and Associates 3% g

1

1

This! bruught the ‘total numbeéryof
man days lost for the nine month!
til SePtemher 1991 close to two [ril-
Iion, which was just under the 2,2 mil-
lion figure for the same perlnd ] st
year A

During the last quarter, wage
strikes ;Involving the National Unfon
of Metalworkers of SA (Numsa he
National Association of Automb lle
Manufacturers of S A (Naamsa )L If
the New Tyre Manufacturers accpunt-
ed for the,loss of 325000 and 1 Lﬂﬂo
man i:l.':'v_sr'.s”“ir

The dis utEabetween the S A BJall-

| way and "Harbour Workers Unfion

(Sarhwu) and Transnet resulted in

——N

 Strikes in fi st 9 ﬁwﬂn?;hs
illion man days’

about 175 000 man days lost to the
econom

The cf:amand for higher wages trig-
gered 62,7 percent of the strikes, fol-

red by grievances (21, lipercent)‘f

1%salfdlse1plme (7,9 percent') rec-

ogmtion of the union (6 percent) and
retrenchment (1,3 percent).

“There was a sigmficant mcrease of
6,8 percent 1n the number 0f strikes
over grievances compared to the
same period last year and these
ranged from accusations of racism to
objecfions to the introduction of job
grading systems,” the report said.

The automobile sector was the
most acfive, accounting for 364 per-
~ent of strike action

In terms of man days lost, the most
active unions were Numsa (42,8 per-
cent), the S A Railway and Harbour
Workers’ Union (Sarhwu) at 13,2 per-
cent, the National Umon of
Mineworkers (Num) at 10,6 percent,
the National Education, Health and
Alled Workers’ 'Umon (Nehawu) at 6,5
percent, the S A -Commercial, .Cater-
1ng and Allied Workers’ Union
(Saccawu) at 6 percent and the Food
and Alliled Workers’ Union (Fawu) at
4.8 percent
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By AUDREY D'ANGELO
! Business Editor

THE cost of this week’s stayaway
“will fall squarely on the shoul-
ders of the workers with around

-R200m in wages being lost”, SA
Chamber of Business :(Sacob)
economists commented- yester-
day ek y
’ Ang},th’eyfwarned'that 1t could lead
to a further loss of jobs by encourag-
ing the swing to automation

“In general production levels were
only marginally affected,” said Sacob

» chief economist Ben van Rensburg,

“There 1s a dapger that, given the
current stagnant economic conditions
being experienced, manufacturers
will continue to re-evaluate their la-
bour needs and .the prospect of fur-

_ther disruptions could cause them to
; exploit opportunities to replace men
~ Wwith.machines.- -
... 'On this basis, Sacob must question
, Whether:the strike was indeed the sue-
_cess 1ts organisers make 1t out to be ”
' Sacob's business confidence index
for October shows_a further' slight
drop, to 88%, from 88,2% 1n September
This, compares -with an average of
92,3% 1n 1590

Van Rensburg points out that the
index has.not ‘receded to the low ebb
which was reached in 1985.”

But, he says, *‘the prolonged nature
of the recession, 1n combination with
other factors, has resulted 1n very high
unemployment accompanied by high
rates of inflation”

The business mood continties to be
“buffeted.by conflicting messages”

“The ambiguous nature of the cur-
rent economic climate 1s well 1llus-
trated by the fact that while retail
sales have declined in real terms
manufacturing output has risen”

Such trends, Van Rensburg says, are
“fairly common around the turning
point of business cycles, because of
the necessary lag between production
and consumpfion ”

He considérs the failure to allow for
“bracket creep’ 1n the last budget 1s a
major reason for falling retail sales

- =

tayaway o
cost will

(2@ eTZlII[CH‘f o
on workers

[

fall
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“This would have started to impact
negatively on the disposable income
of consumers since June or July!and
explains in part the real declines 1n
retail sales smce[ then

“Obviously, high 1nterest ratesand
rising unemployment over a pro-

longed period have also played a sig-
nificant role s

He expects a steady rise in SA’s
export earnings in coming monthg, as
economiles overseas 1mprove ‘

“It 1s also to be expected that fuhds
sel aside for socio-economic uplift-
ment and poverty relief will start to
flow into the system now, resulting in
a stabilising and even sttmulating ef-
fect on the economy” ‘
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‘A-bomb’ warning to SA strikers

Arqus Africa hi'ews Service {4

HARARE. — South Africans were
advised to use the weapon of a na-
tional strike only as a last resort in
an editorial yesterday in Zimbabwe's

| semi-official newspaper, the Heraid.

The -editeriaisaig this week’s

strike had sent a signal to President
e — e =

De Klerk that he will have to enfran-
chise the black majority.

The strikers, said the. editorial,
had shown they could br‘ng:the coun-

1t.
try to a halt M}({,{m

But like an a % L\{m the

strike weapon was most effective
when kept 1n storage.




.@:m:m THERE’S SMOKE .. There’s fire - and that’s where VAT should be,

By THEMBA KHUMALO

WORKERS showed

their economic muscle
by heeding the call for
a two-day stayaway to
protest against the 1m-
plementation of VAT,
Cosatu press officer
Bangumz Sifingo said
this week

He described the
stayaway as a “‘resound-
ing success” and scoffed
at suggestions by John
Kane-Berman, executive
director of the South
African Institute of Race
Relations, that most
workers could not go to
work because there were
no taxis and buses
The strike was rejected
by the South African
Chamber of Business (Sa-
cob) and the Afrikaans
: Handelmstituut, who said
it would have Iittle effect
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Etavaway was

‘a

great success’

the economy
Sifingo said ““No man
in his right senses can sug-
gest that we intimidated
3,5 mullion people The
stayaway was our kind of
referendem which has
sent serious signals to the
State President ™

Sifingo did, however,
regret outbreaks of wvio-
lence which led to the kill-
mg of at least 17 muners
at President Brand Steyn
Mine 1n Welkom

Two others died at
Western Deep Levels 1n
Carletonyille and 16 were
injured during a fight be-

on

tween those who for and
thosc against the strike

[n Natal, Phumazle
Mkhize’s body was found
sprawled 1n veld at Rich-
mond and Walter Ndlovu
was stabbed to death
after they were accused
of defying the stayaway
call

Another protester was
shot dead by police in Da-
veyton on the East Rand
on Tuesday after he alleg-
edly pointed an AK-47 at
the police

Sifingo said the Anti-
VAT Co-ordinating Com-
muttee had tried its best to

avert any outbreak of vio-
lence for the duration of
the strike

His committee mem-
bers held an urgent meet-
ing with the deputy Law
and Order Minister days
before the strike.

“The government must
apologise for the killings
and the massive unem-
ployment of our people
and for all the wrongs and
humihation apartheid has
done to our people,” said
Sifingo

In a starthng move,
President FW de Klerk
was quoted as saymg he

T

according to these demonstrators in Cape Town.

had overwhelming evi-
dence of people being 1n-
tumdated into not going
to work

The ANC and Cosatu
have threatened to call
another general national
strike which would be
more detrimental to the
country’s economy, if the
authonties do not suspend
the 1mplementation of
VAT

“We call on the govern-
ment to heed these re-
sponsible demands of the
people and take mmmeds-
ate steps to negotiate 1n
good faith on the issues of
VAT and other macro-
economuc 1ssues affecting
our country and its fu-
ture,” said Jay Naidoo,
Cosatu general secretary
and chairman of the Anti-
VAT Co-ordinating Com-
mittee, at a press confer-
ence this week

nn:!e-"_gﬁ-u

TYRED OF VAT?

CITY PRESS, November, 16 1991
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CLE...Stayaway demonstrators protest with clenched fist salutes and slogans.
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Perskor workers poised to strike

ABOUT 1000 ﬁfﬁr;}cﬂrs at Republican Press and
Republican News Agency, both Perskor subsidiar-
1es, are poised for a national wage strike next week

Media Workers’ Association of South’ Africa
spokesman Themba Hlatshwayo said yesterday

workers demanpded an increase of R30 across the
board  (y$2) cjfrera fofnfq]
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A WAR OF WORDS has
erupted over whether this
week’'s two-day anti-Vat
strike was successful and
whether the business em-
pire might yet strike back at
boycotting workers who par-
alysed therr productivity.

Claims and counter-
claims of the “success” of
the strike -— 1n terms of how
many people in the Western
Cape voluntarily heeded the
call, how many stayed away
because of alleged intimida-

tion and how many used the _

strike to extend blue Mon-
day hangovers to blue Tues-
day — are still the subject of
Intense dabate

Well-known political ana-
lyst Professor Willem Kleyn-
hans deseribed the
stavaway by millions of

f

LOOKING FOR FURNITURE

qﬂ sure -to visit our showroom

Lt LOUNGE SUITES [J BEDROOM SUITES 3 DINING ROOM SUITES ™
1 SPECIALS O WALL UNITS (J COFFEE TABLES

PHONE 47 1230 for brochure
6 MONTHS TERMS AVAILABLE

OUR QUALITY IS YOuR COMFORT

By NORMAN WEST
Political Reporter

ﬂiustly black workers in a
Jhovel way It showed clearly
how a whites-only “home-

™ land’ would look and

turned white South Africa
into a “Boerestan” or “white
homeland”, he said

State President FW De

Klerk joined 1n the war of

words when he expressed

. lus displeasure at the cost of

-athe strike to the economy

He added his voice to
those of many hosses whose
factories und to a halt
when he elaimed there was
overwhelming evidence that

* people had been “intimidat-
ed” into staying away

Y

C} STUDY O OFFICE

¢ 3
Jay Naidoo, general
secretary of the major Ia-
bour federation, the Con-
gress of South Afriéan
Trade Unions (Cosatun),
claimed countrywide vie-
tory Mr Naidoo elaimed 65
percent of the workforece 1n
the normally apathetie
Western Cape stayed away

Support for the strike by

*“coloureds™ and Indians in

the Western Cape, he said,
“save the lie to the ¢laim

at Mr De Klerk had won |
their support”

The other Iabour feder-
ation which sponsored the
strike, the National Con.
gress of Trade Unions
(Nactu), estimated that
about 70 perecent of Western
Cape workers stayed away

" Policy :
South African Chamber of

Business (Sacob} ecomao-

mist, Mr Keith Lockwood

refuted the Cosatu an
Nactu statisties A

He said the Peninsula had
the lowest stayaway re-
sponse of all South African
metropolitan areas

In the retail sector of the
Penminsula, he said, there
was a 13 percent stayaway
on Monday and a nine per-
cent stayaway on Tuesday

It was possible that busi-
ness might strike back and
implement the “no work, no
pay” principle — or even
fire workers, he said, and
the stayaway could force
business to re-evaluate la-
bour needs and retrench

ity et L ) et Bt . e = =
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Print mengs2 A
set to strike |,

MORE than 1000 weekty 388
pard workers a¢ Republi- |, | fifE
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can Press and Republ;- u.i 4
can News Agency, both ! ¥
Perskor subsidiaries, are

Slrike next week ver, O~
wage demands. - ’Peri\

I :
_ NI - 4
The acting BENeral see~\" { s
retary of the Media @
Workers' Association of
South Africa Mr Themba
H]afshwayb, said in. g
Statement yesterday
workers were demanding A
an increase of R50 acroge W
the board,

Meanwhile, "ﬁorkers]t

have peep offered gz R25._
across-the-boarg in-y

ATSWANA
yesterday releaseq 927 . |
political prisoners. ;

Welcﬂmmg Italian
visiturs_fin the hnmpland

changes taking place in
the region. ¥

; “As I Speak, these men

T

the process of being
transported home .
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Doctors continue an%%V AT fight
® Call an urgent mee ® Urge all South African

By Brian Sokuta{ |S2-

About 1 000 private prac-
titioners vowed yester-
day to sustain protest ac-
tion against value added
tax until the Government
zero-rated health ser-
vices and basic fum\-

stuffs SEN TIRY

At a meeting m\lntﬂ
nesburg of the Health
Forum of the Co-ordinat-

ing Committee on VAT,
the doctors resolved to

with President de Klerk
and Finance Mirister

® Refuse to charge then
patients VAT @
@ Reject a 16 percent 1n-

crease 1n medical aid
tariifs due next year

® Refuse fo register as
VAT vendors

® Urge the World Medi-
cal Association to not
admit the Medical Asso-
clation of South African

(Masa) as member

VAT ficht |

doctors to resign from
Masa

The meeting was also
marked by a heated de-
bate between the doctors
and Masa secretary-gen-
eral Dr Hendrik Hane-
kom Speakers took Dr
Hanekom to task over
his organisation’s failure
to pledge solhidarity with
doctors who closed their
surgeries 1n proiest
agamst VAT last month

warlar —
T =
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*]:A DISPUTE over the suspen I b K ho\._l { = : - A E . ’
m tsion of a worker by the.inde- mﬂ%@ F@ m. m - FWanﬁmmeﬂmwm aum _Ho him, .
| pendent. catering firm..supply-.& . WAL e W Pom B, ¢ ower Tormed by telegram that he had
‘lling SAA led: to_passemgers’on < i3 Fim n {5 y.telegram that he ha

'} internal and two international - : : 17 7% been fireds Two days later he
. S s ﬂ received apother telegram say-
wmhmm%_”mamﬁ.mﬂmmnuh .«MMM ﬁmw““wmwﬂ_ @mmmomeHm gg - ing a mistake bad been made
“ 4 # . and that he had been suspended
| Barry. Streek, said that.after ple juice and orange squash and London flights had been ;Without pay pending a disci-

-,

i + A- Cape Times journalist, Mr

oy oAy f e L -

N bk t.uﬂ.ﬂu.r.r_-ﬁww i A b

%

i ing ¢ Town-bound only, he said. _ affected, The catering workers plimary hearing. ' *
wMﬂmﬂ_Mw .uwnnmmuwﬁm Airport on PS spokesman for SAA con- had started working agamn at’ A comprise was'reached at on
'l Saturday passengers were told firmed that about 80% of flights 1lam on Saturday. - : L mmm_.:.mnmm morning YR
no refreshments would be were affected by a strike, An Air Chefs catering work: o 7
erved hecause the catering The sirike had started with a er, who,asked.not to be idents- . Management_could not be
Staff Wei'e, oo’ st¥jke. ... _sit-in _on Friday evening and »fiedssaid yesterday that a work- umma_wﬂﬁ. yestérdayfor, com-
Passengers ‘were, mﬂm...mmﬁ ap-. local flights and the New York “er,: Mr Bulard) thémbu, jhagd,;" men Sy Yovégwa
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Intimidation

\SL
experiénced
S Dé\\ A
by workers
As an employer of 25 black
workers I cannot allow the
massive level of intimidation

experienced by my workers
to go unheeded

My company negotiated an
agreement with the union to
provide transport, and 1f nec-
essary, accommodation for
our workers during the two-
day stayaway. )

However on Monday No-
vember 4 our transport vehi-
cle was surrounded by a
group of iniimidators and
workers threatened-with
their lives, the lives of their
children, and destruction of
their homes 1f they proceeded
to work Police were called
and our workers asked to lay
charges Once again they
were threatened with their
lives if they laid charges

Our workers were faced
with being bodily harmed and
their homes burnt — or re-
trenchment Retrenchment,
because 1f our particular ser-
vices were not delivered on
Monday and Tuesday the
company stood {o lose major
contracts and this would lead
to the closure of this com-
pany 1n these very difficult
economic times,

As a consequence workers
arrived at work only at
10 am, giving us a loud and
clear signal that they were
NOT 1n favour of the
stayaway and were prepared
to rsk their lives 1n order to
keep their jobs and thus food
on the table At 3 pm we had
no alternative buf to send
them home, concealed m the
back of a customer’s truck,
and trembling for their lives
This was due to a strong pres-
ence of black taxis patrolling
the streets to check on those
at work

Qur workers are prepared
to testify before a commis-
sion from the newly formed
Peace Accord I challenge
your newspaper, 1n the name
of all that 1s fair and just, to
expose these gross acts of ag-
gression, ,

As a final slap in the face
to our workers, and the whole
of South Africa, we were'sub-
jected to Mr Jay Naidoo on a
national television broadcast
swearing that there was no
intimidation during the
stayaway What 1s a threat to
one’s life if not intimdation?

df the-local unions, ANC
and Mr Naidoo are,still look-
ing for a third force mn the
perpetration of; viplence 1n
South Africa, I"suggest they
look to themselves!

Dawvid Potgieter
Welkom

i




IT WOULD be very dangerous to
conclide, as Business Day did 1n its
qucumm_um editorial (Calm down,
ovember 7), that the most signifi-
cant result of the national stayaway
was the loss of two days’ pay by
participants The loss of wages 1s
tragic But {o1gnore the significance
of their decision to lose their wages
1s to musjudge serwously the event’'s
far-reaching impheations

Cosatu and 1ts allies have demon-
strated an unprecedented ability to
mobilise peacefully on a mass scale,
nationwide. Business Day misses the
central pomnt of the stayaway when it
suggests that Cosatu cannot impose
its will on government through mass
action From now on, negofiations —
political and economic — will not
succeed without the active support
of thus broad coalition

No crude intimidation thesis will
explain the breadth and depth of the
stayaway. Its roots lie 1n the decision
made at Cosatue’s third national con-
gress in July 1931 to take mass action
if VAT was implemented unilateral-
ly “Inkathagate” dispelled any illu-
stons of the state’s capacity to gov-

The labour move

L0 w4y

ern impartially during the political
transition

There has been-considerahle de-
bate 1n the media as to the success of
the stayaway. Our research, conduc-
ted in association with Markinor,
was based on a telephone survey of
510 companies, representing all eco-
nomic sectors and regions, The re-
sults conclusively show broad sup-
port from black workers in all
sectors except mining and agribusi-
ness (Table 1) It also shows wide
regional support (Table 2). This was

the largest turnout for a stayaway

Tahla 1
ECQONOMIC SECTOR MONDAY | TUESDAY
Finance/lnsurance 94% 1%
Manulacturing v 81% B0%
Construction T3% 73%
RetailWhelesals 1% 63%
Transperl 59% S5%
Personal senvices 45% 44%

Grartiic. FIONA KAISCH  Sowrra: MARKINGRLABGUR MONTIORING GRCUP
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** GLENN ADLER,
JUDY MALLER and
EDDIE WEBSTER

since the Labour Momtoring Group
hegan monitoring 1n November 1384

The 1mplications of this mass ac-
tion are far-reaching. Firstly, it has
established the labour movement as
a key actor within the patriotic front
alliance. Labour took the lead in call-
ing out its members and supporters

. to heed the stayaway

Secondly, it has given ordinary
working people the opportumty to
shape their future through mass ac-
tion For the first fime since the
release of Nelson Mandela 1t re-
asserts ordinary people’s desire to be
involved 1n the process of change It
captures labour’s dual strategy of
combiming direct mass action with a
willingness to negotiate

L™

k

nt’s m:mw@m, strength
) _

Two broad demands emerged
from the stayaway. The first was
political “no taxation without repre-
sentation” The second was econom-
1c for a macroecononc negotiating
fornm Labour will no longer allow
restructuring of the economy with-
out 1ts participation

It s important to recoghise the
contribution of the successful
stayaway to the emergence of a
broad coalition. The event not only
strengthened the alhance between
Cosatu and Nactu It has also, for the

Tahla 2
REGION

PWV

OFS metropalitan
Westemn Cape
PE/Ultenhage
East London
Durban metropslitan 84% B2%

Rest of Natal 73% 72%
Gitaphiz. FIONA KHISGH  Soucs MARKINDRULABCUR MONITORING GROUP

MONDAY
81%
B80%
78%
98%
67%

TUESDAY
68%
73%
76%
BB%
67%

first tume, widened labour’s support
base to mclude white-collar unions,
the small business sector and even
professional groups such as those
doctors who closed their surgeries
Of particular interest 1s the large
support among coloured workers 11
the Cape and Indians in the Durban
area Labour has shown a capacity (d
reach beyond the ANC’s constituency
and to provide leadership mn this
broad coalition !

Fnally, 1t challenges employers to
make a decision about their relation;
ship with labour Our survey showed
a larger proportion of employers
(24%) than in the past were willing td
impose penalties or dismiss workers
who took part in the stayaway. The
success of the stayaway has
strengthened the hand of those wha
want to reach an accormmodatiorf
with the umoa movement Employ-
ers — and thestate — now face the
choice of further unrest or develop?
mg a true parmership with _mcn.:w.“

k|
[1 The authors are members of the
Labour Monitoring Group based at
Wits University s
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The general strike and doc-
tors' stayaway were called by
Cosatu and the ANC ostensi-
bly because of the levy of
VAT on essential goods and
services Buf given the num-
ber of exemptions and zero-
rated items under the current
VAT system, Cosatu and 1ts
supporters 1n the ANC picked
a weak issue over which to
strike

Clearly the issue 15 not
whether or not there 1s a
VAT, since VAT replaces a
grossly unfair and inefficient
sales tax Small businesses
and small consumers were
made to pay the lion’s share
of GST And a VAT has been
adopted 1n an Increasing
number of progressive coun-
tries, most recently i Kenya
and Canada

An infimtely more piausi-
ble explanation for the deci-
sion to call a strike is that
Cosatn and the ANC wish to
flex their economic muscie o
prove that they control the
economy and that thefshould
dictate econormic gnligy: This
has not been arfiidilated
clearly But the VAT debates
and strikes have focused at-
tention on the real social

2\ A4l

1ssues that need to be ad-
dressed’ — by means other
than a VAT — such as the
lack of a national health ser-
vice and the msufficient wel-
fare net

The gist of the protest
agamst VAT 1s that 1t lacks
fairness Of course an unmo-
dified VAT 1s fair 1n the sense
that 1t treats individuals
equally and that 1t treats
goods and services neutralty
But VAT 1s not fair if pro-
gressivity 1s the ultimate tax
policy goal

In order to make a flat rate
VAT progresstve, so that the
wealthy are taxed more and
the poor less, exemptions of
essential goods and services
need to be introduced mto the
system The usual candidates
for exemption are essential
goods such as food, clothing
and energy and essential ser-
vices such as medical ser-
vices and education But 1n
order to maintain progresst-
vity, mainly the poor should
benefit from an exemption

The 1ssue becomes mud-
dled 1f people call for exemp-
tion of all medical services,
food or energy It 1s absurd to
think that the Government

LETTERS

Issue over
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versély, 1t 1s only right tha omestic workers These un

No interference from Mr

Jay Naidoo and his col-

leagues, please, says a
reader

and, by extension, all citizens
should provide a 10 percent
subsidy (that 1s what a VAT
exemption amounts to) to
consumers of champagne and
caviar (food) or facelfts and
tummytucks {medical ser-
vices) or central heating and
aircondifioning (energy) Con-

goods and services consumed
mostly by the poor should
enjoy a 10 percent subsidy

Differences ahout line-
drawing between these ex-
tremes 15 not sufficient rea-
son to call a general strike In
fact the Government and the
ANC have covered much
common ground on the need
for exemptions The econom-
1c debate should be elevated
to discussion, and action, on
health services, educational
support and a welfare net on
basic food and shelter re-
quirements That would be
worth such a drasfic measure
as a general strike

J P Smyyders MA,
LLM (Cantab),
LLM Taxation (New York)

Randburg

0O O 0O

I do not behieve that employ-
ers should sit back and ac-
cept Mr Jay Naidoo's
stayaway blow to our econ-
aomy without a clear demon-
stration of resisiance

A principle of no work, no
pay should strictly and con-
sistently be imposed by all
employers, even 1n respect of

trike

fortunate intimdated people
need not suffer any financial
losses They should be al-
lowed the opportunity to
make up for the 16 lost work-
g hours by working addi-
tional hours, even on Satur-
days

lLeave arrangements
should solely be determined
between employers and em-
ployees, without interference
from Mr Naidoo and his
ANC/SACP colleagues, We do
not need their involvement 1n
a breakdown of discipline and
responsibility 1 labour rela-
tions

I personally intend to 1m-
plement an arrangement with
my employees to make up for
lost working hours and trust
that other employers will fol-
low suit

It 15 mmperative that fur-
ther stayaways should be dis-
couraged by means of count-
er actions I belleve Mr Nat-
doo 15 already active 1n or-
ganising the next stayaway
for the first trivial 1ssue that
may arise

W R du Plessis
Secunda

P S— | -
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the recent tw eneral _ reporis of, and are appalled by Y
gtrike or sta uﬂwo%wm.ﬁumﬂ var long-term campaigns  Those  tives of the workers on the The fight against VAT is not over, ANC general-secre which Mr Ramaphosa refuses  be shertsighted ANC detention nEuww. allega- :
was but the battle in a long who think the {ight against VAT ground. F've been influenced by tary ﬁw.._. il Ramaphosa tells PATRICK LAURENCE to rule out as an option for a He agrees that the ANC has  t1oms thatits guerilla command-.
_ He Eﬂwﬂ.ﬂﬁﬁmﬁ mﬁ:ﬁhmﬁ making a very big mistake.” labouring under “The question of nationalisa-  white support. Its failure to do  tortured M_Ew_nmuﬁ. and EE_mﬂm
against “I beheve the struggl tion shovld be dered within b ddressed ance and Digotry among |
] sirikes used by the trade unions nﬂﬁ Hﬂmﬂﬁnuﬂﬁm Hu_muﬂmmvmmu_:w portant ﬁwdmuﬂ_m_.mm Eﬁmnmum:p.m u“ﬁn. that tended to be a it different  “What the Nattonal Party has 3, m_.mh.mﬂnﬂmuﬁ_ = mH“m_.ﬂ- mﬂwﬁﬂnﬁwmﬂ e A0S young members
_ In their fight to secure amend-  a Marxist. The quote, published  Ple as a wholk have their stan different emphases rather ~ done to the economy of OUF  meny ntervenuon Government ked "We have never demed that
ments to the Labour Relations in the Finaneial Mall juxta Mmﬂn of living improved and than contradictions " country 15 clear testimony of oo intervene to redress im- He attributes the marked al  gatentions took place,” Mr Ra-
Act, especially the clause which with his statement ﬁ_uum:. he that the exploitation which our The ANC, Mr Ramaphosa  how bad :Emw. econormuc policy  pajances that exlst in our coun :ﬁmbwﬂ of Emunmﬁmu_w%@_.n MH Em_urnmm replies,
0] made trade uniong legally ac. not, and has never beer, 2 le have been subjected to  Say3, basnot yet finalised its ec-  has been try The free-market system, Hnmﬁnﬁ_wu“m“ﬂa ha “...E_WS. They took place when the
| countable if their members en- member of the South African  for all these years should be  onomic pelicy It will not do so Untld the ANC formally the private sector, 15 not cap- . g LU€ Doss ANC was a beleagnered organ-
_, gaged in an {llegal strike. Communist Party brought to an end” until “early mext year” when  s4ontc 4 comprehensive eco-  able of addressing the imbal- that 1t slemns from Em_mwmwnnﬂ sation fighting agamst a victous
_ Mr Ramaphosa, who was in discusston on draft policy docu- Freed ances” ing what the ANC stands for enemy who was sendmng spies |
| the forefront of the struggle Strugel Mr Hamaphosa 15 mvited 0 enpe sl be concluded uﬁﬁ vmu__% o m.wmm mmﬂmmnﬂ Aopalled 1nto the camps to kill and to de-
| e comment on the perception that i« ¢r ol Jun But, Mr Ramaphesa empha- alle .
_ against the originel Labour Re- g8 the The ANC has “just emerged  the most important touchstone pp siroy the corgamsation. When
i lations Act, recalls: “We em- Eﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁmhﬁﬁ 5 out of bannung” and, m the ab- agawnst ehich to test economin ﬂummmm. mwmﬂuﬂhmnﬂ%wu EWﬂmam . you are dealing with @ brutal
# but then we settled down tosus- 0 be & Marxist without being a He disagrees, saying that  pojicy, its leaders pave had to  TOLCY statements nationahsaton, through jomt  we can get into those areas  Government, these things had
talned action.” ﬂm&n-nm.aunm rnember of the d«w_.ﬂﬁ Emerges from seemingly mﬂm.ﬁmm-m VIEWS 01l €COnOMmIC ﬂ,n._.- "No pnmmﬁun abount that,” Mr nﬂﬂmﬂgﬁ of mﬂﬁmuﬂummmm. and where we are weak and acipal to umﬁﬂ.n? Rut E—mm__c.m_m._n_nm to
The former general-secretary  SACE The intellectual and phi-  divergent statements by ANC oy matters; 1n so doing, ther  Ramaphosa affirms H._Ennm: menetary and fiscal po-  ly begin the process of explain gy pagt p 113
' of the National Union of Mine. WH.@EE gﬁﬂ of Marx-  Jeaders are differences 10 em  gmphasis may have differed “But we also recogntse that ces ing what the ANC stands for As a demonstration of its
workers adds: “Those sustained are mu er than those  phasis, mot contradictory state-  from tsme to time. the Freedom Charter as adopt- When or if a future ANC gov-  We have found that more often  ponp fides, the ANC hat :ap-
actions were devastating blows ~ Of the SACF ments, He refers to an artlcle He feels the ANC has heen  edin 1955 cid not anticipate the  ermment decided to patwnalise  than not, when peaple get 0 popted 3 three-member com-
against the regime and caused Mr Ramaphosa refuses to  published m The Star which  ypfarly pressured to define its  type of situation we are in  portions of the ecomomy, it  know what the ANCisallabout,  migqon to 1nvestigate the gpes-
it to settle down to negotlations  confirm or demy that he 1  highlighted the statements on  economue policy in detarl when  today and therefore meeds to be ~ Would do so only after “re-  they come to our side. tion of detention. and torture,
with s.” Marxist. Instead he describes  Dationalisation made by ANC  “many parties, mecluding the rewisited. The ANC 1s gomng to  Search and analysis” in which “You will be surprmised to Mr Ramaphosasays,, , .. .
Extrapolating from that his formative ences as ¢  Jeaders over the past 2l months  National Party, do not have a  revisit pohcy posthons that  the key criterion would be 10 ynow that quite a number of  He ends with-a reassurance
campaign to the present ope  trade union leader “You can 0TSO clear and coherent policy” were set up i the Freedom  S5€e how it could "bemefit the  sfniaans.speaking white pec- to anzlons whifes)' ths 'ANC's

}

YRIL Ramaphosa is a
man who sweighs his
words carefully and as-
gesses  the  (errain
thoroughly before commuiting
himself to a course of action.
Thus he should be taken
seriously when he warne that

against VAT, Mr Ramaphosa
says: “The trade union move-

O

ment and the ANC are vastly
experienced [n engaging in

read between the lines” he
says.
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“Being a trade umonist [ have
been influenced by the objeec

“As you read through it, you
found that It was the emphasis
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He fires a verbal shot at the
NP to complete the pownt.

Charter when it determines its
economuc poliey ”

The 1nterview turns to a re-
lated subiect. natiopalisation,

country’
Note would be taken of ex-

t first salvo

perience elsewhere Mr Rama-
phosa says. Not to so do would

ple are corung over to the ANC
of therr own volition, saying ‘1

—f -y L

want to be a member of _EmH
ANC | want to work for the!
ANC

“But, of course, white people.
have their own fears and these,
fears have o be addressed” /

It s put to Mr Ramaphosa®
that many whites have heard |

commitment is-te «multiparty

democracy and tolérance.
My M1
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FW blames strike

P

From CHRIS WHITFIELD

TEL AVIV — President FW de
Klerk has claimed that the anti-
VAT stayaway sparked the vio-
lence that has killed 76 people at
President Steyn mine near Wel-
kom, ‘3 Q_} ié)‘!‘!q!

In angapparent rence to Co-
sagu;‘Mr De Klerk told a press
conference yesterday that the
vidlence occurred “because uni-
laterally, and with regard 1o a

matter which had nothing to do
with Emplﬂygr-qmylnyee rela-

t1onships, a radical umon called
a strike”

He said that reports he had re-
cerved indicated that the mainly
Sotho mineworkers had wanted
to go to work, but “a parficular
frade union led by Xhosas 1n-
s1sted they should not go to work,
and that caused the fight”

Meanwhile, Sapa reporis that
the National Umnion of
Mineworkers has claimed that
Anglo American has presented
an ultimatum to miners at Presi-

dent Steyn mine, demanding that
all workers from the Number Two
Shaft hostel return to work by
tomorrow or face dismissal

About 4 000 Number Two Shaft
hostel inmates have remained at
the mine, while 4000 to 5000
workers from the Number Four
Shaft hostel have been sent home”™
11:11 an attempt to defuse the situa-

101.

Overnight joint security mecha-
nisms were established to avoid
conflict between the factions
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Stayaway took heavytoll

INDUSTRIAL and mass action, such as the one called

by Cosatu, Nacty and 12 independent trade unions last |,
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™
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ABOUT 800 workers
who went on strike af-
ter a colleague was dis-
&nissed for displaying
\cundnms in front of
Qwhite female col-

“Jeagues have resumed
Jtheir duties - five
“weeks later.

The workers at R&R
Tobacco Manufacturers 1n
Croesus and its satellite
companies 1n Selby and

gﬂe@elbﬂrg, were protest-

ing,against what they
termed “unfair dismmissal”’
after a shop steward, Mr
Bongane Mthimkulu was
dismissed on September
30

A spokesman for the
Food and Allred Workers
Union said the workers had
decided to return to work
althbugh Mﬂllmkulll had
not been reinstated.

e f 3



Greys Hospital dispute
gMore than 350 general workers ofl
at Greys Hospital in Pietermaritzburg have

been warned they face dismissal if they do
not; return to work, according to the

National Education, Health and Allicd
Workérs’ UnionAd\ {sifi- l.q [ L““

The strke started Jast week i prot st
agasmnst the suspension of three colleagues

Y L

who obderved the national stayaway in
protest against VAT. The’StrikE@t

themwr unconditional reinstatement.
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Workers’ Union (Cawn) said this week.
Threatening a legal strike; Cawu sad it

had sent out letters of demand to individual

'employers urging them to press the Master

Buwilders’ Association “to negotiate mygood
Cawu has rejected an A offer of a

R3,50-an-hour increase in mdustrial coun-

cif negotiations, demanding RS an hour.

MBA spokesman M Duffield said his
members had received letters from Cawu,

but that these had merely informed them of

a deadlock 1m wage talks.
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By Abel Mushi

The Witwatersrand region of
the Congress of South African
Trade Umions announced yes-
terday 1t would stage marches
and pickets in central Johannes-
burg next Wednesday to high-
light the phght of woirtkers at
present on strike countrywide

Wayne Chamn, chairman of an
ad hoc commuttee co-ordinating
the strike, said the strikes
mainly involved wage disputes
among Cosatu’s unions and at
compames including Ellerines,

- IF B
Nu-World, Haz and Checkers: ' -
Cosatu said 290 workers:o
day shift were dismissed “at
Crown Cork for heeding a stinke
call on September 30 S
Nu-World had expelleds~95
workers for demandmng basig
union rights, and at Haz, work-

P b, e Y Ay J-H—.r--l-l-lﬂ'-ﬂ'—.-l—l'-.—:_-h‘h—

union  recogmtion, Cosatu
claimed 5, ¥

A spokesman for Crown Cork
said 226 workers were rdigs)
missed for taking part in an‘ac
f1on aimeéd at hindering a disca-
plinary hearing Comment from
Nu-World was not available.- 3
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management commitiee. ‘|
A umon spokesman said should management fail 1o
meet the workers’ demands, employees wonld resort to
shikcacﬁnnagaimgo |S’{“[£[ CI!.
Some of the demands the workers included the
freezing ufammatonumnnwagemcmascsbwausethv

ers were hand-hitby economic-related probiems and would
not accede to the company’s request 10 “freeze’’ Wage
increases until November next year. o

The union alsoclaimed that the clinic continued to make
jilegal pension fund deductions from the workers’ salaries
although the company handling the fund had not received
contributions since August.

The company, Alexander Forbes Consultants and Actu-
anes, yesterday confirmed they had not received contribu-
tions from the chmc smce August.

Meanwhile, the climc’s charman thato Motlana
admtted yesterday that R400 000 zzled at
the hospital. y

He denied allegations that R6 mmihon had been misap-
propnates and said the clinic was doing evesything possi-
ble to recover the missing moncy.
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Weekend Argus Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG. — The un-
maskmg of a top Cosatu and
National Union of Metalwork-
ers of South Africa trade union-
st as an alleged security police
spy has been widely con-
demned by trade unions and
political groups.

Cosatu and ifs l1argest affili-
ate, the National Union of Met-
alworkers, revealed on Thurs-
day that Mr Maxwell Xuln,
%'esident of the Metalworkers’

mon, had been suspended be-
cause of «overwhelming” evi-
Jence that he had been provid-

ing mformation to the security
police.

Mr Xulu, a Cosatu central-

| commuitee member and for-

mer hational treasurcr of the
federation, did not outrightly
deny the allegations but said he
had not recewved official notifi-
cation of his suspension

Cosatu publicity officer Mr
Bangumz Sifingo said yester-
day he could not disclose evl-
dence of Mr Xulu's alleged se-
curity police upvolvement.

He sharply condemned gOv-
ernment “mterferenne" with
hona fide unions and the use of
taxpayers money to pay infor-
mants

“e are gurprised that the

1t 15 supposed to be negotiating
a new democratic future,” he
said.

Democratic Party manpow-
er spokesmail Mr Tony Leon
gaid 1f the allegations were
true, thus was an yndication of
«the security mindset which
st1ll persists” in the govern-
ment despite the formal dis-
handment of the security po-
lice. "

«This is like putting a short
fuse mto 2 tinderbox because
labour relations are so deli-
cate.

“If true, this 18 plan s:tupid-
ity which has Do place in the
qouth Africa of today.”

Even the Conservative Par-
ty, which recently expyessed
outrage at alleged security pe-
lice infiltration into 1S ra&S_
condemned the alleged security
police jnvolvement the Met-
alworkers’ Umnon.

Publicity secretary Mr Chrs
van den Heever said the “basiC
principle remamns the same”,
that the guverMEnt should not
spy on bona fide political par-
ties and trade unions.

At the time of gong to press,
the Mimstry of Law and Order
was investigating the allega-
t1ons
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w-PARIS — The 22-day strike
*« Which cerippled Renault last
month cost the company an esti-
>+ mated Ffl.4bn
"u« "+ “We have a huge amount of change
- +to m@iake 1n our working sys-
- ‘temsv. and we don't have much
+. tnime” says umon leader Bernard
- . ‘Espel, who heads the Mining and
~ «Metals Federation at the copfeder-
ation Francase Democratique du
v, Travail,
"¢ «.Renault 1s not the only company
*.~running out of time, and its strike
. “n offers some painful lessons for car
manufacturers and other mdustries
v"uacross Europe, To survive Japanese
'+ “.eompetition, many have begun radi-
« "wcally-changing production systems.
> .. What.they have taken longer to un-
derstand 1s that the new systems will
+* - not-work without an equally radical
«>shfb n labour relations
.. Tiis s the challenge of the 1990s,”
.+ says'Karl Ludvigsen, a London-based
consultant. “It 1s the biggest, most
- » diffrcult 1ssue facing the motor indus-
» ATy ur Europe.”
‘s + Put simply, the problem 1s that
i wJapanese-style production systems
'~ = with gimmieky narnes like “just in
-« -fumeiand “total quality” — are high-
~¢ ly-ctmplex and fragile They can
* (yield huge productivity and profit
-> gams, but they demand close employ-
> g co-operation
Avsirike, or even a big dispute,
~ ~threatens the whole system
— One example Just-in-time produe-
tion dictates that parts be delivered

face r

\ %ﬂ azf';;; rv f-':}]s last minute, slash- JEPHHEBE car makers in Britain

3\o

ing 1mventories and finarce costs It
can also help give a single assembly
hine the flexibility to produce differ-
ent products, but 1t does away with
stocks. If one plant stops producing
an essential part, other plants in the
manufacturing process must shut
down

Prof Garel Rhys, of the Cardiff
Business School 1n Wales, says that
while France's performance on this
score has been particularly bad, the
problem 13 one that faces all of
Europe, even Germany

Strategy

Since the Second World War union
representatives have had seats on the
boards of big German companies,
fostering Germany’s strong labour-
management co-operation But even
compames such as Volkswagen have
not gone far enough to change work
practices, Rhys says, and Daimler-
Benz 1s just starting to face the 1ssue
VW, which 1n recent years has bought
labour peace with 6% annual pay
increases, 15 not boosting product)-
vity fast enough to justify such steep
wage 1ncreases, he maimtains

The labour-management changes
being considered are prefound In the
past, industrial employees were often
trained to do monotonous jobs To-
day, with so-called “lean manufac-
turing” and automation, workers
need to learn many jobs, solving
problems and working 1n less prediet-

able ways

1cal
10NS

have won virtua) no-strike contracts
from their umons, says academuc
Chris Brewster In exchange, they
offer unions far more access to finan-
cial and marketing imnformation th

other Kuropean countries Indust

sources say employee turnover in

some Japanese factories has beep

higher than expected

To get co-operative employees,
many compames, notably Japanese
car makers, lure workers only after
extensive qualifying programmes

Many countries have legal Limts
on weekly work hours, compulsory
overtime or flexible schedules That
makes it harder to change labour
practices in countries such as France
and 15 one reason why Britamn s
blecking French proposals for EC-
wide labour rules,

Fiat has tried to deal with the
labour issue by getting rid of labour.
“Frat more or less says they will
never get the Italtans to work hike the
Japanese,’ says Rhys “So their strat-
egy is to become even more automat-
ed than they are”

Of major European countries, Italy
loses by far the most days to strikes
— as much as 1 000 times the number
of days lost in Germany, aceording to
the ILO But labour experts say that
Just as important 1s whether strikes
lead to sit-ins and severe disruptions
— as often 15 the case mm France —
and whether workers co-operate
when working ~ AP-DJ.
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LETTERS

vember 20 1991

Shear”

I refer to your editorial “For
whom the biood flows” (The
Star, November 12) You are ob-
viously correct that “the anti-
VAT strike seems to have
served as the catalyst for vio-
lence” The question 1s why 1t
has taken The Star a week to
recognise this fact

By Wednesday November 6
some 24 people were already
dead 1n the stayaway, among
them the 15 killed 1n the imtial
violence at President Steyn Yet
in your front-page story that
day evaluating the stayaway
you chose to highlight claims
that 1t had been a victory for
the National Peace Accord
Your choice of front-page head-

line — “Accord passes first
test”” — showed that this was
your own view {oo

If 24 deaths 1n a stayaway are

—

a victory for the peace accord, I
wonder what would constitute
failure?

Your editorial that day quot-
ed the claim by a trade union
official that there have been
fewer deaths in the last two
days of peaceful protest than
there are during the normal
runmung of the country It was
evident that you agreed with
him and shared his complacen-
cy You relegated the fatahities
to virtnal postscipt status at the
bottom of the article .

Of particular interest is the
second headline mm The Star of
November 12, viz “Claims of
third force behind President
Steyn violence ”

Such claims may or may not
be valid It 1s, however, odd that
1t was not unt:l this claam was
made that The Star finally de-

S

Deaths total; success or failure?

cided to highhight the wiolence "y

during and after the anti-VAT
stayaway, whose main achieve-
ment so far 1s a death toll at
President Steyn and elsewhere

n‘_f_aQuut 85

J S Kapne-Berman
Executive Director
South African Institute
of Race Relations

Braamifontemn

The Star did not, support the
stayaway We warned be-
forehand that lwves would be
lost and deplored the loss of
life afterwards Nonetheless,
it was remarkable that vi0-
lence was limnited to one
mine Elsewhere, the
stayaway took place without
serious ncident, even 1f Mr
Kane-Berman refuses to rec-
ognase it — Editor

____________________.___.—-—.—-l———-———-———-"—'—_"—'—"-

John Kane-Berman
Ing reporting of claims about
the two-day stayaway.
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JACQUELYN SWARTZ
Staff Reporter

e
MORE than 1 400 worker 3 Pick

'n Pay stores m the Western Cape
are threateming to embark on a
wildcat strike today 1n solidarity
with 33 employees who were arrest-
ed at the Claremont branch

The 33 were protesting against the
suspension of a union shop steward

The workers; members of .the SA
Commercial, Catering "and Allied
Workers Union (Saccawu), were also
protesting-agamnst alleged racial dis-

practised by the company, said
union organiser Mrs Zos Holland

The workers staged a three-hour
sit-in last night at the Claremont
head office, she said '

“The sit-1n started about 5,30pm 1n
the boardroom after talks with man-
agement faiyled We were demanding
that they Iift the suspension because
Prick 'n Pay have no witnesses,” said
Mrs Holland,” * °

Mrs Holland, who was also arrest-
ed, 15 set to appear 1n the Wynberg
Magistrate’s Court together with

have been set for the other workers

Today workers at the Milnerton
branch downed tools and employees
at other branches were expected to
follow, said shop steward Miss Shar-
on Mtyata

“We are hoping to be supported by
branches throughout the country, in-
cluding Johannesburg,” she added

Pick 'n Pay general manager for
che Western Cape Mr John Barry
said the company would not press
charges, but the Investigation into
the actions of the shop steward
would continue

suspended with full pay and benefits

“We are going to have the inquiry
and have well-established proce-
dures which we follow at all {imes,”
Mr Barry said

Pick 'n Pay managimg director Mr
Hugh Herman said there was no ba-
s18 for the strike as the company did
not practice racial diserimination
and “did not distinguish between
people of various races”

He said the company employed an

L

even-handed policy
However, workers planned to con-

, erimination and inconsistencies some of the workers Separate dates He said the shop steward had been {inue with the industrial action

—_— - ——

y staff threaten strike after ww_mﬁmmﬂm
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Union lockout
hits city firm
STRIKING Ivor Garb
employees tried to pre-
vent trucks and casual

labourers from working
at the furniture dealer’s

Cape Town warehouse
yesterday, said company
f{u- llrectner awrence
aplan

Cnmpa?l}: QI'Q' lulmta-
tives later met an offi.
cial from the South A fr-
fean Chemieal Workers
Union (Sacwu), and the
‘Strikers left the Com-
mercial Street ware-

house, sa;d Mr_%(aplan
S

-— Sapsa
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Stayaway in Maok;ng

RESIDENTS of Maokeng town-
ship near Kroonstad will begin a *
two-day work stayaway today in |
protest aganst their local coun- ;
|
3
I

cil’s decision to demolish squatter
shacks in the area %j’ 2
The Maokeng council yestérda
pulled down about 40 shacks after
squatters refused to vacate the

area voluntarily




African Com-

' heéd Workers' Union yes-
terday called for the boy-
cott"of all Ellerines stores,
and .its subsidiary cnmpa-
“ mes

A Mure than 2 0[]{] stnkmg
wnrke:rs qt,. Ellbrmes,
HTowntalk *Rhemguld
Ruyal Oxford and Furhi-
| tm:cCuybegan amt—m?éé‘-
terdajf unul ‘their Wage dis-
| pute had been Tesolved

The “war” betwe.en the
union and the management
was declared by Mr Jackie
Masiiku-and Mr Bukani
Mnguma Ellernes-na-
tional negohiators; ataPress

P

cnnfarancc 1n J ohannes-

W by oy i-..p.:lp'lp'#*'

burg yestﬂrday o

|

e

- Management “spokes-
man Mr Pierre de:Viliiers
demed the company was
considering dlSI‘ﬂlSSlI’lg
strikers. ,

- He, said 72- pe.rcent of
wnrkers WEIC bﬂck at work
after accepting ‘the Compa-
ny’s wage offer, -

"~ “Workers stll on strike

represent about 28 'pe:rcent
nt‘ our workforce,”” he said

Masuku said “We have

| declared war on the man-

‘ioament of those targeted
furmturﬂ-n- stotzs because

i they -héve- told us that they

Syant t© d1SHISS our mem-
“bers who E.l'ﬂ on a le.gal
‘gtrike’ 3 o ) .h )

De; Villiers said- 1t Was
sad to  Jearn that strlkmg
workers were to stage sit-
ins at-all " “our stures
fhrou ghnut the cnun

Hesdid “Itis alsusa to
learn that.a buycntr ﬂf our
stores. has been callcﬂ by -
Saccawu ;| We~ obvmusly

cannot dictate {0 I.he e

Mﬂgﬂm&”Sﬂld workers

were demanding.

®R 197,50 across-the-
board increase,

®R1 090 mimimum
wage amonth, -~ %

®March 21 eachiyearbe

regarded- as- a pald com-
memorative day

T I

—F




Saccawu to launch
boycotil fEllirz‘:nes

Aa] 22 -2 Jif 1]

@The South Africa ammercial,
Catering and Allied Workers® Union is
to launch a national consumer boycott
| of the Ellerines group in a bid to forcea
settlement of the seven-wegl wage
strike at the retail chamn.

Saccawn’s Lucky Mas told a
Johannesburg press conference this

week his union would soon meet com-
munity organisations to discuss details

of the boycott, which would continue
until the strike ended.(: [S2 }(@ )

The move followsa g cen
the parties on Tuesday, W h failed to
break the deadlock.

Saccawu has demimded a R197,50
across-the-beard monthly rise, as
against a company offer of R170,and a
minimum wage of R1 050. The compa-
ny has proposed aR1 055 minimum.

Eel—



trikers arrested
ENineteen striking members quactu’
South African Chemical Workers?
Union were arrested in central Cape
Town thls week while picketing ougsjde
their emplnyer’s warehouse., if.r‘;i;
A police spokesman sad th (ers,
from Ivor Garb, were arrested after
gathering in the “red zone” near parfia-
ment — a legally demarcated 1 no-go,

"area for public demonstrations. - h:-uj
The strikers were released after

dmissi n-nf il ;;,,:’:.;
ug\wF 9.2 n ~- '2.%t
Reports from Weekly Mail staff, Sa



B R AL o wn g

: ' B

i b3 - i T
{ | 1
g .
_ S
S ce é
il |
LR 1
I B :
r .F'rp‘l:“"‘l g
L S P :
4 w !
T
‘-l'-'; | Filg E
¥

ke o
}

I
- J k
| g 'jIE.
| j -
’ i N

&
"

PV

ON GUARD . . . Mr William Nquma (left) and Mr Welcome Msila back
| at work at Community House after a “pay dispute” was resolved.

Plcture BENNY GOOL

LCT22ul4l [
Union bS3ses locked
out 1n ‘pay dispute’

Staff Reportexr

SECURITY guards, whose employers
include Cosatu-affiliated trade unions,
had their pay docked because they
stayed away during the VAT-strike ear-
lier this month.

The gnards work at Community
House in Salt River, where the tenants
include unions, the Western Province
Council of Churches and the South
African Commumnist Party, The guards
are employed by the tenants ®

Yesterday the guards locked out the
tenants in an attempt to draw attention

to their plight.
The sitnation was “quickly resolved”
when representatives of the tenants

"intervened (o reverse the mo-pay-for-

striking decision, it was learnt.

It was also learnt that the members
of the organisations in Community
House held a “heated” meeting to
thrash out the problem with the
administration committee, made up of
representatives of the tenants

A source at the building said the
security guards’ pay row appeared to
have been caused by a “communica-
tion problem”.

Security guards who were asked to
comment on their actions merely
shrugged off questions with broad
smiles,

A
l+
|

1l .E'I'I"
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| Striking Ellerines employees_I;eId

ABOUT 250 Ellerines strikers were yesterday
arrested for picketing outside Ellertnes stares na-
tionwide 16D 3&

They were held after South Affican Com-
mercial Catering and Allied Workers Union de-

fied an Industriai Court order preventing pickets
outside Ellerines stores fr
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WHEN Krugersdorp
boss Melchior Van Nie-
kerk fired nine of his
Xhosa workers, allegedly
swore at them and told
them to go to Nelson
Mandela to get ther
wages, that’s exactly what
they did

The workers went to
the ANC head office 1n
Johannesburg to report

®

Fired

cl?
the matter to Mandela
They were referred to Co-
satu and eventually to
City Press for help.

Van Niekerk denies he
dismissed the workers or
insulted them, saying
they were casual employ-
ees who were dismissed

Xhosas
24/ q)

< ¥

because the t?emporary
work was fimished.

“He called us kaffirs
and said that afl Xhosas
must go. He told us he
would not pay us our
wages and we must go
and cry to Mandela for
our money,” Mzwandile

__—_'-_-_1

Vumbi said.
. Van Niekerk denied he

TRIBAL TROUBLE ... Xhosa workers firad from Prop Plant Hire are fighting their dismissal.

1 ? , M
-
- L

L i?.w’ ’In’. ‘I g a

2

had discriminated against
Xhosa-speakers.

- The Legal Resources
Centre is assisting the
men to fight their dismiss-
al. ~ 17
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THE: Appellate Division 1s
expected to hand down
judgment 1n the next few
weeks on a vital pownt of
law which could affect all

unions and employers
At the centre of the dis-

pute between the National
Union of Mineworkers
(NUM) and the East Rand
Gold and Uranmum Co
(Ergo) 1s whether an
employer can negotiate
behind a umon’s back and
deal directly with its
employees

Deadlock

Both parties agreed that
workers could use a lawful
strike to soften manage-
ment up during collective
bargaining But there was
a dispute over whether a
Stl;:ll{e 1n 1987 was lawful or
no

The NUM and Ergo
signed a recognition agree-
ment 1n 1984 which said the

Vital la

Sl Tiwmes

judgmes

By CATHY STAGG

umon was the sole collec-
tive bargaining agent.

During 1987, when wage
negotiations became dead-
locked, a conciliation
board failled to resolve the
matter An overwhelming
majority of umon mem-
bers voted {o strike

Ergo wanted to avoud
the strike, particularly a
sit-1n, because 1ndustrial
action m previous years
had led to damage to the
plant So 1t sent its employ-
€es a letter sefting out its
last offer — which included
back-dating the mcrease to
June 1

Of more than 12000
workers, 70 — including
five union members -—
accepted the offer But the
StI‘IkE went ahead

And so did the sit-in The
company obtained ¢an
urgent interdict, but the

bw&%

nt soon

workers ignored the cuurt
order, the police were
called and used teargas to
clear the plant The strike
continued.

The company 1ssued an
uitimatum — return to
work or be fired By August
28 virtually all the workers
were back on the job

The issne which led to
court action was that strik-
ers and non-strikers were
treated differently strk-
ers’ imncreases were effec-
tive from Angust 28, non-
strikers’ from June 1

The NUM claimed this
was an unfair labour prac-
tice, took the matter to the
Industrial Court and won
But on appeal, the resuit
went the other way

Finally the Appeal Court
was asked to make a ruling
becauyse, 1t was said 1n
argument, the Labour Re-
lations Act did not give
clear enough guidelines.

Attack

A full bench of five
judges was asked {o draw
the line between what was
fair and what was unfair.

Mr Martin Brassey, for
the union, said that to by-
pass the umon -— even
after deadlock — was to
attack the collective bar-
gaming structure itself

The recognition agree-
ment was designed to en-
sure industrial peace And
instead of breaching its
terms, the company sheould
have cancelled the agree-
ment or dismissed work-
ers, he said

But Mr John Myburgh
SC, for Ergo, said dismissal
was the last weapon em-
ployers should use i the
present economic climate.,

The strike was unlawful,
Ergo claimed, because the
NUM had bargained in bad
faith — it had never intend-

ed to reach®agreement.
Judgment was reserved.
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250 worker d |

ABOUT 250 workers were arrest-}

- ed nationwide on Saturday aftert
the SA Commercial, Caterng and

Allied Workers' Umnion decided tof
defyan yndustrial court order pre-

venting Strking workers fromi

icketing Ellerines stores,}
Saceawl gmd at the weekend. 1§
jssued a statementt

The umion 155U
saying it was aware of the Ser10usy
2| consequences of its action andd
i that picketing workers could bel

arrested

i
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250 arrested: as
- » )
UNIoN-" pickets
1, Wil
Ellerin
JOHANNESBURG —
About 250 workers were
arrested at nationwide
PlcKets on Saturday
after the South African
Commercial Catering
and Allied Workers
Union decided to- defy
an Industrial Court
order Jpreventing sirik-
g workers from picket-

lhg Ellgrmes stores, the
union said on Saturday

Ellg'rmes sagd,’fafter
the court hearing'on Fry-
day that the parties had

decided to resolve the
wage dispute
The compan 1d the

union"had reduced its
wagelidemand for non-
saleslsemployees from
R205 " a month with 'a

minimum of R}h#UQB a
month to,R197,50 Wwith a
minmum*of R1090 The
union said iteondémned
the police action* which
had sctight to infimidate
workers 1nto™'Submis-

slon — Sapa
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| Umion negotiators could not be reached for comment. |

H

Hotel locks out striking

- - F 4
staﬁﬂ after ‘disruptions
%’ "!:q VERA VON LIERES
ABOUT 150 striking SA Commereial, Catering and Allied
Workers’ Union members were yesterday locked out of
the Riviera International Hotel 1n Vereemging, owners
Sun International sa;d.

A company spokesman saud the lock-out was linked to

, & dispute — declared earlier this year — over wages and

employment conditions and union demands for a centrail-

-, 1sed bargaming forum in the Industry

Unmion members last week voted for industrial action

~ and staged a serjes Of intermittent strikes at the week-

Lnpose an exclusionary lock-out on these employees ”

Workers could return to work only if they accepted
management’s final offer gp Wages and other conditiong

of employment. The lock-out would remain 1n foree until

the dispute was resolved, the statement gaxg
The company was offering a R103 across-the-board
increase and a monthly minimum wage of R841
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',:.Pinkets continue
' A STRIKE by more thar
d its seventh week

3.} group entere
W | yesterday with the arrest of more }
ers who defied an in-js

. than 40 strik
t order on picketing

11 ddustnal cour :
-} Nearly 300 strikers have been ar-¢
kers started defy-§

' rested since Str
er 22 interdict
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A major issue was submerged by the anti-VAT strike, says Mike Siluma

m_aoiaj%: looms. o <mmm%_@no=c=d\

Stee. 24 [u]q]: 3

1.—”5@ Congress of South African = tied behind its back ”
Trade Unions' demand for the
formation of an economic forum
to deal with economic issues in
the transition to a nonracial de-
mocracy — a call that tended to
be submerged in the furore sur-
rounding this month’s anti-VAT
strike -~ has paved the way for a
new hattle front between Pretoria
and the ANC-SACP-Cdsatu alll-
ance over control of the economy.

In the strike’s aftermath, Cosa-
tu and its anti-VAT allies threa-
tened sustamed action over VAT,
but debate within the alliance is
pownting increasingly towards an
even more fundamental show-
down with the Government on
overall economic policy

Cosatu has expressed fears that
the Government is hastily restrue-
turing the economy to pretect
whites’ interests and ensure that a
new government would not be
able to meet the economic needs
of the underprivileged majority

Jay Nandoo said “By restrue-
turing the economy during a
period of transition, the Govern-
ment is trying to ensure that the
democratic movement enterg po-
litical negotiations with one arm

The roots of the union drive for
a macro-economic negotiating
forum, or an economic policy
forum, lie in last year’s watershed
agreement between Cosatu, the
National Council of Trade Unions,
employers and the State on new
labour legislation. Parties to the
agreement acknowledged the need
to “discuss, in an appropriate

forum, the impact of labour rela-
tions jssues on the economy".

In the interim, Cosatu and al-
lied organisations have moved
with speed to fermulate their pro-
posals for an economic forum, but
not before dealmg with some

rickly tactical questions raised
ww the concept of such a forum.

Chief among these are’
® How to link the alliance’s parti-
cipation in constitutional talks
(which are, in any case, bound to
impinge on the economy) with Co-
satu’s campaign for a separate ec-

ocnomic forum
® Whether Cosatu should attend

.the multiparty talks as a sepa-

rate entity or as part of the ANC-
SACP alliance, given Cosatu’s de-
termination not to be relegated to
the spectators’ stand in the talks,

existing advisory bodies such as
the State President's Economic
Advisory Council and the National
Manpower Commission

® Whether, hy taking part in a
forum including the Government,
Cosatu and its allies would make
themselves co-responsible, in the
eyes of their followers, for the
country’s economic problems

The forum — which would in-
clude the Government, the main
political parties, the unions and
organised business — would deal
with macro-economic policy, in-
cluding VAT and the Budget;
socio-economic needs, including
housing, health and welfare; and
labour market policy

This means the forum cannot
get off the ground without the par-
ticipation of the Government and
the employers. But what are their
views on the matter?

While the employers and the
Government say they are commit-
ted to some form of “appropriate
forum” to discuss labour and
other economic jssues, they have
not put forward thewr views on its
structure and functions

Bobby Godsell, the labour

the SA Consultative Committee on
Labhour Affairs, said no agreement
had been reached on what would
constitute an “appropriate
forum” *It's my opinlon that most
employers acknowledge the need
for ways in which key economic
stakeholders like the unions and
business can make an input In eco-
nomic matters In an orderly and
constructive way. But there is no
developed Saccola position on the
jssue ”

The Government seems to be-
lieve any forum on the economy
should be subordinate to political
negotiations Before moving from
his portfolic as Manpower Minis-
ter, Eli Louw said the Govern-
ment’s view was “while orgamsed
labour and organised employers
are important players in the eco-
nomic debate, they are not the
only ones”, and there was a need
to link economic 1nitiatives with
constitutional talks

He added: ‘“Having parallel
talks (on the constitution and the
economy) is an option, but there
are other options. The Govern-
ment cannot make any prescrip-
tions.” O
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ELLERINES Holdings has proposed a
fresh totind of talks m a bid to end a s1x-
week stnike 1 which more than 300
workers have been arrested, the SA
Commercial, Catering and Athied Work-
ers Unmon said yesterday

The meeting, proposed for today, may
upset umon plans to march to the compa-
ny’s head office in Germision, an union
spokeswoman said

She said the company had proposed
the date for the first face-to-face meetn g
wiih Saccawu since November 19 The
proposal was faxed to the union yester-
day

The company’s human resources gen-
eral manager, Mr Pierre de Villiers, con-
firmed the mvitation and that the com-
pany was still waiting for the umon’s

|7 SOeRiean 2{1\A) i
end six-week strike

JE—

to

i
\

S

SA Press Association

response

He said if the march went ahead i
would not necessarily compromise ne-
gotrations and added that a date st1]] had
to be finahsed for the meeting

Meanwhile, another 54 striking
members of Saccawu were arrested yes-
terday as workers keptup their defiance
ol ant Industrial Court mnterdict restrict-
ing pickets

The unton spokesman clammed 41
workers were arrested in Vereenmging,

cight 1n Pretoria and five at Evander

This followed more than 40 arrests

" on Monday and 250 by last Friday,

according to the umon
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DEMONSTRATING STRIKERS: Some of the more than 200 striking Peninsula Secur

iki jty-Guards workers dem-
* . d‘éa AR Wilay _

onstrate outside the the company’s Salt River offices

oyi-toyl and sticks as

"1::&5_1’:“ I"II"".|.

; EDWAHD MOLOINYANE
" Staff Reporter ,

- MORE than 200 Penmnsula Se-
“ curity ;Guards workers are on
‘,sl;rﬂ{e»ﬁr O}c'érl fwage dispute,

2 Stifers. il " members of the
Trépspnrtﬁ,,,and General Work-
ers ﬂUE]ﬂIT“* holding placards
demandin; g a.mimmum wage
andaasﬁme"armed with sticks,
- yesterday, toyi-toyied and sang
fréedom+songs for more than
L anho ;.;@m front of the compa-
%nys dalt River offices,

A few policeman 1n 'a van
watched, but there weré*no n-
cidents by 7

security guards strike

Shop steward Mr Mziwoxolo
Ngxangana said the group had
been demonstrating since Mon-
day and would continue to do.
so unill the company negotiat-

.ed with the workers

Mr Ngxangana said workers
decided to strike after talks be-
tween the company and thewr

union stalled earlier this
month

Under tight security, str:kers
were allowed 1nto’ the building
individually to collect last
week’s wages before; they
maYched 'to’ the Salt RWE:I‘ sta-
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