”

.

INDMSTKIAL~ RelaTonNS

JANUARY

1996

gl ——

STRIKES

Junde JuLd

L]
4
oy
F
i
- .
-
i
'
W5
Y
1
1
|
|
L9
[Y)
r!h
¢
f
t
5 +
%
4 . -
R
e,
-
- —_
1 ‘.
PR
-
L. o
t
i}
L, -
1-1 n
R
wihe
P
i
- . 4
P
. -
]
i
(11
Fa
y e
1" m
" ]
"
q"hi
450 dn
R =



Strike strands
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MELANIE GOSLING

THQUSANDS of commuters were stranded
at Cape Town station yesterday after Cape
Metro Rail conductors went on a waldcat
strike that disrupted train services through-
out the Penunsula and as far as Strand and
Wellington

Conductors, who are on strike 1n
protest against a management decision to
remove conductors from some trains, said
late yesterday that the strike would contin-
ue today and lead to further delays and
cancellations

Metro management has advised rail
commuters to make alternative travel
arrangements today

About 270 conductors went on strike
from noon yesterday on all Metro lines to
the city

A spokesman for the conductors, Mr
William Murr, said only four conductors
had not jomned the strike

“We are striking because management
wants to take conductors off the tramns
Four years ago we had four men — a guard
and three conductors — on an eight-car-
riage train. Now we have one conductor
on an 11-carpiage train,” he said.

The management had refused to meet
and discuss the matter with them yester-
day, saying they would talk only to the

recogrused umons

“It is not we who don’t want to work
but management that won't let us work,”
he said.

“Thus strike 15 also about passenger safe-
ty The trains are already unsafe, and with
no conductors it will be chaos ”

Conductor Mr Mark Jones said “We
help keep the skollie element away If they
know there are no more conductors, 1t will
give them a free hand on the trains ”

Thousands of commuters poured Imnto
Cape Town station after work yesterday,
unaware of the strike Looking tired and
irntated, they milled about on platforms,
waiting

Officials used loudhaiers te announce
departures, and witit each announcement,
hundreds of passengers rushed to board
the train Then they often had to wait up
to half an hour for the train 10 leave.

There were long queues at the station’s
public telephones, where only two of the
SIX comn-operated telephones were working

For safety reasons, officials would not
allow tramns to leave with a driver only.

In a statement Cape Metro Rail apolo-
gised to passengers for the strikers’ “irre-
sponsible actions”,

The decision to adapt work methods
had been jointly agreed to after consulta-
thion with labour, 1t said.
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More rail
delays
unless
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talk

S
end strike

Stalf Reporters

CAPE Town raill commuters should ex-
pect further delays in getting home to-
night — unless today’s talks between
Cape Metro Rail conductors and the man-
agement regolve the strike

Thousands of train commuters were af-
fected a5 the wildcat strike by drivers
and 160 of 270 conductors entered its sec-
ond day today

Louis Holtzhausen, manager of train
services for Metro Rail, sard about half
the scheduled trains were operating dur-
ing the mormng rush hour

“Fortunately, passenger figures are rei-
atively low at this time of the year, so
though the commuters are inconven-
tenced, there are trans running ”

Later spokeswoman Riana Jacobs said

“"We hope the negotiations today will re-
solve the strike ™

It would be easier if people could or-
ganise alternative transport, she added
However, those who depended on trains
should expect delays

The management did not want to re-
spond to the conductors’ grievances
through the Press, she said, but she un-
derstood the 1ssue was about a change of

shifts which had resulted 1n less overtime
for conductors

She expressed surprise about the con-
cern thal fewer conductors would put
passengers at risk from gangsters

“We employed 43 community police m
December and are enlarging our own se-
curity force™

Yesterday thousands of grumbhing
commuters sat on motionless trains at
Cape Town station as workers and man-
agement negotiated over issues mcluding

security and a staff demand to work over-
time b Y a

E =

It emerged that a report in The Argus
of an assault on three young girls on a
southern suburbs hne at the weekend
raised the ire of Metro Rail conductors
who claimed the thugs may have been ar-
rested if there had been a controller
aboard

Conductors claimed Metro Rail man-
agement had made a farce of its promise
to ensure the safety of passengers by
withdrawing conductors from a large
numnber of trains each day

They alleged that the management was
interested only 1 saving money and not
In the safety of passengers

Drivers walked out yesterday in sym-
pathy with the conductors' demands

Metro Rail management repiied with a
brief statement 10 which 1t said the “dec)-
ston of adapting work methods was joint-
Iy agreed to” after consultation with re-
cognised labour orgamsations

“If there are any further problems,
there are recognised channels through

which they can be adressed,” a spokes-
woman saxd
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Court order agamnst

Str1ki éco
o )

METRO RAlL management
obtained a Supreme Court order
yesterday to restrain wildcat strik-
ing conductors from taking part n
an unlawful work stoppage

The interim interdict also pro-
{ hibits them from mnterfering with
Metro business, cccupying Metro's
premises, except to work, and
mtmidating fellow employees.

About 270 conductors went on
strike from noon on Wednesday
on all Metro lines leading into the
city to protest aganst a manage-
ment decision to take conductors
off tramns.

The conductors said the strike
was also about passenger safety
and with trains already unsafe,
chaos would reign if conductors
were removed

Following the court order,

et 5 1|9b

management arld representatives
of the striking conductors met yes-
terday to resolve the strike

The wildcat strike followed a
“10mnt decision” to cut excess over-
time, Cape Metro manager Mr
André Harrison, said

“Management considered the
conductors’ alleged concern for
the safety of commuters as a
smokescreen since they were never
tramed or used as security officers ”

In December Metro deployed
43 community police officers to
supplement their security corps
and will also be appointing extra
security staff this year

Mr Harrison said although train
services were close to normal dur-
ing off-peak times, more delays
were expected during the peak
pertod this afternoon and tomor-
row moining when trains were
reguured to run more frequently
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Court order ends

2- ggl@s (r strike

r Réporter 5,2 (T 6 /‘?’6

THE two-day strike by cunductnrs which
left thnusands of Cape Town rail comrmut-
ers stranded has ended and tramns are
running normaily. v

This follows Cape Metro Rail being
granted a Supreme Court interdict re-
straining wildeat strikers from taking
part 1n unlawful work stoppages or from
Interfering with Metro Rail business

The court order prohibits conductors
from occupying Metro Rail’s premuses,
except for work purposes

A spokesman for Cape Metro Rail said
negotiations with representatives of the
conductors were contmnuing

The two-day wildeat strike by 160 con-
ductors was sparked by a decision to cut
excess overtime,

almller T

—_— _ = —_

— i e ——




1
-
#J-
e
f -
v T b
-l
h '
» L)
Fy
il
1
F
ra ‘I'I ]-
1
af -
-
i !
-
T
I W 1
I3
v L
F] L I
! L
-
1
1 a, b !
.
i
IIJ
K,
) -
- [ -1 LY
r
~
¢ s v
M
1 i )
s
& 1 *
T -l
-
TIE
« " 5
» i
i
L, il
erE
%
L
’
o, X
- | i
1?
F.J
o '|_=' i
T i
1
wh
LI rﬁ'n"""
*or
PR 1.
" |
* Hr'_gr"’ “1"":
R! ; '
a =
1 .3 n 1'""'

Eskom workers on stn‘k*e

WITBANK" About 250 employees, mamnly members,of the:
National Umon of Mineworkers, were on strike at Eskﬂm ’
Park here, Eskom said yesterday.

| Isolated incidents of vandahsm were confinned by
Eskom, which said, in the interests of safzet@pl 2es On

L L]

the prermuses had been allowed tog 5,
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Strike disrupts harbour

JOHANNESBURG: An SA Ralway and Harbour Workers’

Union strike yesterday stopped operations at Fast London
harbour after management decided to take disczplinary
Steps agamnst three union members

The stnke has disrupted off-loading of lmported maize,
but an o1l tanker yesterday managed to discharge 1ts Cargo
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Putco strike eﬂds after driver 1s reinstated

Theo Rawana

THE strike by 900 Soweto bus
drivers was suspended vesterday
afternoon after Putco manage-
ment agreed to conditionally rein-
state a sacked worker and ift the
suspension on another, the Trans-
port and General Workers’ Union
sard yesterday.

Union general secretary Ran-
dall Howard saxd the strike, which
had left thousands of commuters
stranded 1n the morning, was to
back these demands after the
driver had been fired after bemng
1nvolved 1n an accident.

Management had acceded to
the demands, pending procedural
appeals which would be heard thas
morning

“We agreed to suspend the ac-

il e genfiylefuliuin -l - -

&b 12]1/ 9L

tion so as to address the services to
the commumty,” Howard saad

Management had also agreed
to the holding of a ballot at Putco’s
two greater Soweto depots 1n Dob-
sonville, with a view to union
recognition

Howard stressed that the ac-
tion was suspended pending the
success of today’s hearings He
said 1t was agreed there should be
no loss of wages to the workers
However, management had made
1t clear that 1n future the principle
of no-work-no-pay would apply

The question of poor labour re-
lations between the umon and
management was referred to a
joint commztttee comprised of man-
agement and the union

Putco MD Mike Olden said

about 500 buses operating from

—_—
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the two ater SoWweto depots
were rendered 1dle by the strike

Howard had earher said man-
agement was refusing to recognise
hig umon as the majority union in
Soweto, showing preference for
the gwval Transport and Alhed
Workers’ Union.

Sapa reports that thonsands of
commuters were left stranded 1n
the morming when the dnivers
went on strke

All bus services 1 greater
Soweto, Alberton, Palm Raidge,
Eden Park, Roodepoort, Krugers-
dorp and Midrand had been affect-
ed by the strike action, assistant
manager Mutu Manana said

Bus services in southern areas
such as Ennerdale, Lance, Evaton
and Palm Springs were not affect-
ed, Manana said
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WHAT’S THE SCORE? Enoch Godongwana, the
general secretary of the Natonal Uimon of
Metalworkets of SA, takes a break durmg yesterday’s

talks with the government on privatisation

PHOTO JOHN WOODROOF
Strike delays protest
/52) e
FROM SAFA )
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Johannesburg — A %rch by post arid te Ec?::mnuniaf

cations employees protestng against proposals to
privatise state assets was delayed by a Putco bus dri-
vers' strike m Johannesburg yesterday morning, a
union official saud

Ali Kubayy, the Witwatersrand secretary of the
Post and Telecommurication Workers' Association
(Potwa), said the marchers had planned to hand a
memorandum to Gauteng’s premuer, Tokyo Sexwale,
However, they were waiting for members of the asso-
ciation from Soweto who did not have transport o
the aty

About 500 Potwa members toyr-toyied and
waved placards outside the UNION'S heqquumters 1
the aty centre LA
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Johannesburg — South  Africa’s
producer price inflation rate n-
creased marginally to 8,3 percent
for the 12 months to November
from 8,2 percent in October, the
Central Statistical Service sard yes-
terday

The mcrease came n the wake of
a sharp 1,5percent month-on-
month nse m food at the manufac-
tured level Food at the agnicultural
level dechned by 0,7 percent

The local component of the pro-
ducer price index {PPI) rose by
0,3 percentage points month-on-
month, while the imported compo-
nent was flat -

The subdivision of the PPI
shows that for the 12 months to
November last year the increase in

prices of locally produced com-
modities was 9,0 percent, while the
nise in the prices of imported goods
was 5,5 percent, the reason for the
hike i the total mdex being con-
taned to 8,3 percent This was,
however, the second consecutive
monthly nse The PPl was 7,6 per-
cent for the year to September

Cn the basis of the rise mn the
PP], some upturn in the consumer
price index {(CPI) can be expected
when the December figure 15 re-
leased later thus month

But econonusts generally are
confident that the annual nise in the

CPI for this year will be less than {94 V3

10 percent. Some forecasts range as

low as 8 percent, although an accel-  cast that producer inflation would

erating trend 1n the closing months  average 9,5 t last year and

s also widely expected between 7,0 percent and 7,5 percent
Standard Bank yesterday fore-  thus year.

hind PPI rise
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general secretary of the National Union of
Mefalworkers of SA, takes a break during yesterday’s

talks wnth the government on privatisation
PHOTO JOHN WOODROO
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Johannesburg — A mcaﬁﬁy); n/srt%né/ ect?mlénum-

cahons employees protesting against proposals to
privatise state agssets was delayed by a Putco bus dri-
vers' stnike 1n Johannesburg yesterday mornung, a
uruon officral said

Ali Kubayi, the Witwatersrand secretary of the
Post and Telecommumnication Workers' Association
(Potwa), said the marchers had planned to hand a
memorandum to Gauteng’s premuer, Tokvo S vale
However, they were waiting for members of the asso-
ciation from Soweto who did not have transport to
the aity

About 500 Potwa members toyi-toyied and
waved placards outside the uruon’s headquarters in
the aity centre

lan Goldin offered

top job at DBSA
crCBrR) 12 [i] 14

By DuMa GQUBULE

Johannesburg — The Development Bank of South
Africa (DBSA) has offered the position of chuef execu-
tive Ian Goldm, a sentor econormust at the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) in
London

The post was widely to be given to a
black candidate after a palace revolt by black profes-
sionals at the bank almost two years ago

Sources withun the bank said yesterday that the
board had deaided to offer the job to Goldin after the
last-minute withdrawal of Timothy Thahane, a
Lesotho national and wvice-president of the World
Bank

The Development Bank charman, Wiseman
Nkuhiu, last raght confirmed that the board had met
on Tuesday to discuss the appomntment of an aching
chuef executtve for the bank as negotiations with
Goldin were taking loniger than hoped.

The DBSA 15 a quasi-government agency that
provides finance for development in southern Africa
It has played a key role in the development of the
RDP

Black DBSA managers said yesterday that the
bank had gone out of its way to look for a sutable
black candidate They were prepared to give Goldin a
chance because of his widespread international expe-
rience

“Atfter all, our demand 1s that development must
reach the people on the ground It does not follow
Aat this will not happen if 2 white person 1s appont-
ed,” a source said,

Goldin, 40, left South Africa m 1978 and has
worked as an economust at the Organisation for Eco-
nonuc Co-operation and Development and the World
Bank He has worked at the EBRD for the past eight

months
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loft thousands of commuters
siranded 1n Johannesburg yes-
terday has ended with Putco

the cases of two urion members
facing disaphmary hearings ater
being volved 1 acadents

Normal services will resume
today

An estmated 40000 comt-
uters — many of them school-
children — were left stranded
Gauteng by the strike at the Putco
depot i Soweto

“T¢s been a disastrous day,”
<a1d Putco’s assistant manager 1n
Soweto, Muntu Manana yester
day afternoon. “The taxas just
arer’t copmng with the extra pas-

rs’ strike engs
(122 =

r————

Some are trymg to
use the trains, but many of them
rely on Putco buses to get there
the first place g

All bus services i Greatet So-
weto, Alberton, Palm Ridge, Eden
Park, Roodepoort, Krugersdorp
and Midrand, as well as all school
services, were affected,

Services not affected were
those 1n southern areas such as
Ennerdale, Lance, Evaton and
Palm Springs.

“The dnvers picketed and
blockaded the exat gate,” said
Manana, adding the stnke action
over the high bus acadent rate
and “other small ssues” had

cartyimn
Staff Reporter and Sapa.
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Bus drivers
oo KA

By Themba Sepotokele and
Wilson Ramothata

THOUSANDS of commuters 1n some
parts of Gauteng were left stranded
yesterday when Putco bus dnvers
embarked on a strike in protest
agamnst claams of unfair dismissal of
si1x drivers

Commuters tn areas such as Lenasia,
Soweto and Ennerdale used alternative
transport to take them to and from work

S AL S ANALAREXIXLLIAAAL IR LALR A LA AL AR CR A AAAARAARRNNAXRARRNANN
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because of the stnke called by Trans
and General Workers Unmion

TGWU spokesman Mr Elliot Sit-
hole said s1x drivers were dismissed
over the penod of three months for coi-
l1sions beyond their control

Putce’s director, Mr Fred Stamp,
could not say how many buses were
grounded but was confident that the
matter would be resolved.

Late yesterday huses blockaded the
entrance to Putco’s New Canada

20,01 stri

&

whﬂe uition officials anagement
were locked 10 a meeting

Meanwhile, general-secretary of
Cosatu Mr Sam Shnlowa told members
of Post and Telecommumcations Work-

ers Allied Umion that the 24 hour nation-

al strike would continue next Tuesday”

even if the Government agreed to halt
prnivatisation.

Potwa marched on the Gauteng leg-
1slature 1n Johannesburg yesterday
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Cosatu
strike

Kby
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By NEWTON KANHEMA

Both the Government and labour
have stepped back from therr
positions on privatisation and
resiructuring of state-owned
assets and enterprises

Cosatu has suspended its
planned 24-hour strike sched-
uled for Tuesday
This follows a government
commitment to eancel a sched-
! uled special cabiet meeiing
which was to make further
announcements on privatisa-
tion

Cosatu clammed yesterday 1t
had lost nothing and registered
8 victory for labour The union
federation’s reasoning was that
1ts protest had been noliced by
the Government

But Jeff van Rooyen, special
adviser to the mnister of public
enterprises, said “There 1s no
backing down on the part of the
Government We are commutted
to consultation The Govern-
ment has cancelled the special
cabinet meeting as an expres-
s1on of good faith in our comnut-
ment to consultation ”

. The Government had no 1n-
i{ tention of Implementmg restruc-
turmg unilaterally, he added

| Cosatu assistant general see-
| retary Zwelinzima Vavi said
“We  took note of the Govern-
ment’s commiment not to mple-
ment 1ts recently announced deei-
| 810ns of restructuring of state-
| owned enterprises, including the
proposed privatisation of Sun
Alr and Transkei Amrways as
well as Telkom They have also
Indicated that the Cabinet will
not make further amnounce-
enis untll there has heen
agreement on the~ Natiopal
Framework Agrcement ¥ -

In view of this “break-
through”, Cosatu’s executive
had agreed to suspend the 24-
hour strike scheduled for Tues-
day’

“We will, however, continue
with the mobihsation of our
membership i opposition to the
use of privatisation as a restruc-
turmg tool,” said Vavi




By Sowetan Reporter

THE"one day strike planned for tomor-
row.hy the Congress of South African
Trade. Unions 1s off

This followed agreement reached
between: Cosatu, the National Council
of Trade Umons (Nactu) and the Feder-
ation of South African Labour (Fedsal)
at a meeting on Friday

I$[t/9b

The strike was to prot€st aganst th
planned privatisation of state assets
such as rallways, Telhom and post
offices, and arms manufacturing grant
Denel

In terms of the agreement, the gov-
ernment had agreed to stop making
announcements or decisionns on privati-
sation and or restructuring without
consulting with labour

(i52) (2=

This Eﬂnqu]tatmn would be in terms

of a National Framework Agreecment
This effectively means that Govern-
ment will henceforth consult labour
before moving, and that all plans under
way will be grounded unul agreement
on each issue ts reached ™
Immediate victims of this agree-
ment are the proposed sale of Sun Aur,
Transker Arrways and Telkom

7 Strike



5 Union protest begins
‘ MEMBERS of the SA Telecom-

munications Association began |

striking yesterday at Telkom’s 1
i Roseville repair workshop 1n j
i Pretona, in protest agamnst un- §
| safe working conditions The |
| union said continuous de- |
| mands for the provision of suf- {
| ficient air cleamng and cooling |
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Strike action more likely in
the public sector during 1996

G (BM ) 19-25/ifil T2

Rowan callaghan

- REPORT on sirike action in
1995 has shown that,
despite disastrous predic-
tions, there wexe less strikes
last year than in previous years.

Compiled by Andrew Levy and
Associates, the report said that the
19956 level was the lowest since
1988. But the industrial relations
consultancy does not expect the
same to happen this year,

“With the new Labour Relations Act
there will be a tendency to test its
boundaries and this will cause an
increase in strike action. It will
become easier to go on strike,” says
Andrew Sparks of Andrew Levy &
Associates.

According to the report an esti-
mated 1,6-million mandays — the
number of workers multiphied by the

number of days on strike — were lost
to strikes in 1995. In 1994 the
amount of mandays was 3,9-million
while in 1993 it was 3,6-

The main trigger caus-
ing strike action was

wages, “indicating the
wide gap between expec-
tations and delivery”.

“I think the reason there have
been fewer days lost is because it
seems as if there is an increased
maturity between both parties, man-
agement and nnions,” comments
Sparks.

easier to go
found to be disputes over gn strike’

This maturity is not yet evident in
the public sector and among state
parastatals where the majority of
strike action took place.

Sparks attributes this in part to
the fact that strikes in these sectors
were only allowed
recently and “both man-
agement and workers are
therefore relatively new
to the negotiating
process”,

He is confident, how-
ever, that the maturity in the private
sector would eventually spread to
the public sector.

However, he predicts that most of
the strike action this year will still
take place in the public sector for
some time to come,




MARK OF APPROVAL  Strike at

ONnys t?x
152 %.
Ross HERB
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at BMW's Rosslyn assembly plant
near Pretona halted produchon on

ﬁﬂj Friday and yesterday as workers

it et T et e § R o g T e et i e i S s, S et S e Sl e e T mIZL=

expressed anger at the amount of
taxes on holiday bonuses
About 2 500 production work-
ers, who received a specal bonus
on Friday because the company
had an unusually good year last
year, walked off the job when they
got their pay cheques
“This 15 an extraordinary and
. unusual sttuation The reason for
i1 the strike 15, to put 1t muldly, great
4|  disappointment over the amount
1| of tan withheld,” said Chris
Moerdyk, the head of public affairs
for BMW SA
“It's woruc that usually strikes
are related to not enough pay, not
too much,” he said
: The company frequently pays a
! quarterly bonus based on profit
, . Because of especially good pro-
duction and exports last year, the
" ' company mcluded an extra bonus
| i pay cheques distributed to
AT workers on Friday
The company normally com-
nY ’iﬁv municates with workers about
* bonus calculations through shop
stewards, but the system apparent-
ly failed, focusing attention on the
sigruficant negative costs of faling
to commurucate
Management and shop stew-
ards were taken by surprise by hit-

i T ter complamts from workers over
PHOTO JOHN WOODROOE  the size of the tax bite
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Internationally recogmsed quality control systems were essential of South Afiwcan Workers continued to negotate
comnpantes wete to compete 1 the international trade and service sectors, the chmr-  with management late yesterday
man of Trencor, Neil Jowell, said at an award ceremnony at the weekend and sent a delegation to complain

Independent Express, a courter company w the Trencor group, was accredited  to the recetver of revenue
with top quality achevement The picture shows Andrew Loveall, the managing Moerdyk said the strike would
director of Independent Express, unth the award last through today, but that if

The company, which 1s the only South African couter firm fo achieve the  workers returned to work tomor-
accreditation, provides express and courier doctment, parcel and arrfieight services  row, the plant could make up lost
nattonally and to more than 100 countries miernationally — Francoise Botha production without major cost

—_——
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VW workers
seek apolo

Port Elizabeth ~ %:35

of Volkswagen workers bmke up
mn chaos yesterday with uruon
officals demanding an apol
from managing director Hmnﬂ
Holfmann for a wved “dero-
gatory” remark about President
Nelson Mandela.

According to the National
Union of Metalworkers, about
4 500 of 1ts members walked out
of therr quarterly meeting with
management after Holtmann
“farled to apologise” for hus com-
ments.

Last rught Volkswagen execu-
tives were trymg to defuse the po-
tentially explosive situation.

The confrontatton between
Holtmann and the mass gather-
g of workers was disclosed by
Numsa last night.

The uron claamed Holtmann,
responding to dissatisfaction from
employees over tax levels, “mn-
structed the employees to go o
Mandela and ask him to appomnt
the previous managing director,
Peter Searle, as the finance munis-
ter to curb the tax problem”
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Down In strikes wid ly expected
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By Abdul Milazi ] nesses of all sizes nationally, found eventy five percent of the busi- {aftion Idst ear saud the strikes were  est and highest wage increase demands
y that while stnkes and industrial dis- nesses 1nterviewed sard they did not  due to wage demands . made by umons and management’s

Labour Reporter - putes were rife i South Afnica last expect strikes this year “All the companies that predict fur-  Jowest and highest counter-proposals
MOST South African  businesses year, 63 percent of businesses did pot Wage related ther strike activity 1n 1996 beheve this The survey also found that umon

mmnm*mmﬂmﬁ number of-strikes to drop  expenence any ndustral action will be related to wage demands based demands were not only wage related  _
i, y2ar, a special survey by labour _ despite the fact that the number of According to FSA Contact remunera- on wnflated expectations among work- “Other frequent demands were hous-
ﬁn_urnmzcz;ﬁ-hm@mmﬂ;ﬂﬂwma%; has . companies with formal agreements - tion information services manager Ms - ers,” said Webster . mg subsidies, educgtional bursares,
revealed . ~'ei- warw.,t - - with trade unions mcreased by 13 per- "~ Hafnét :Webster more’ than half the The surve ﬁﬁmﬁwuw discrepancy  traming and development, patermty
The survey, which*fiiciudes busi-  cent to €8 percent - companies that experienced ndustrial  of eight to 15 pércént between the low- leave and centrahised bargaimng
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gﬁeld::as the Free Stafe and

By Glenn McKenzie. - . .
I{wﬂ@%}_u-Nﬂtal watied "ana-

“ﬁ jouslyfsfor. several hours to™

retrieve 1:{1&? bodies of dead‘relafives
FrryIY) Spwctc:fg“ﬂamgwinath Hospital
- L w L ™ — i o
after mortiary syotkers begin’a short-
ssves siike' Yegterday mOrnIng,

Af

§
%
The Jwortnary workets, ‘who
! stopps 1 working to-demand -back-pay
“~ owedito e suice Janudty1994; pre-
vented fuae, 1l undertakers and fami-
Les from collectng the bodies from
the hospital’s mortuary They also
- retused to collety corpses of recently
~wlecgased patents 1n the hospital’s
/!
\

b i'l"-i.

b

¥ r

medical wards ,
sevoral, famghigs: waited : for~more

than Jout hours’outside the mortuary to

<° collect” ‘;}Gdlﬂﬁfﬁﬁl‘* burials which-had- ’

+ ~F,

been schediledifo_begm yesterday
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Mrs Mara Maduna had hired a dri-
ver and & van to transport her niece’s
in the Free State Both
weie concerned they would be forced to
delay the funerals of their loved ones

«Thege workers have the right 10
demand money, but we have the right
to collect our child,” sard Maduna

The strikers returned to work
around 1pm yesteiday and warned that
their work stoppage would begin again
today 1f they had still not recetved their
pay cheques

«We will stop carrying bodies and
will prevent gnyone from domg 50
jomorrow 1f we don’t get our cheques
today.” sad Alfred Polifera, a
spokesman for the workers “We are
tmed' of domg this dirty work for less
e”
A Baragwandth Hospital admims-

aton official said extra money had

1= i
-2 8,

been promused to the workers after

Mr Elsct Mngadysaid he had-dre.; therr, employment categories were
L ? P ] ) » % b i g
yen ; aly_jfne-way from ;gD.pnqdae‘;ln,::ﬁuggmded,iast year The cheques had
.y - ke b N B -2 h - - o .
KiaZulu-Natal to COHBGIEﬂ]E?’Hqﬂy:ﬂf bq;ia?qﬂaysd hecause of bureaucratic
his wife, who had’died at Bara last~ red-tape m Pretona but were expecied
sy eek W . (o artve yesterday afiemoon - °
— w! oy » r _

-
———
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VW boss set to apologise
for remark ahout dela
L old "

ort Elizabeth —Union officials at
Volkswagen said yesterday that
managing director Fie ich Holt-
mann had mdicated he would
apologise, this week for remarks
about President Mandela which
they considered “derogatory”

A mass meeting of workers
and top management ended m
chaos on Tuesday after National
Uruon of Metalworkers (Numsa)
members demanded an apology
¢rom Holtmann, for 2 percerved
insult about the president Numsa
adrmrustrator Eric Sibidla told re-
porters that Holtmann, washed to

b

apologse for the remarks —Own

D)
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b Johannesburg — Workers at BMW

i} returned to therr jobs yesterday aftér a

H four-day wildcat strike over withhold-

1} Mg taxes

1l The row has left workers pondering
the price of protest and management

considering the cost of communication.
About 2500 workers at BMW's

Rosslyn plant near Pretoria walked off
the job on Friday in anger over the urex-
pectedly hugh amount of tax withheld

was meant to commend employees for
good production and profits last year

. BMW would not provide details on
1] pay rates or the taxes wathheld from the
2l bonuses 1t said many employees’

$ R40000, which had boosted therr tax

| rate from 31 percent to 42 percent.

%!  For an employee earning R35000 a
1 year, the ordinary effective tax rate was
t] 135 percent, or R4 7251 tax A bonus of
il R7000 pushed the tax on the bonus fo

BMW workers count the
| cost of special bonus ir

.. crCe)2lnlab, 072 )Gl

from speaal bonus cheques. The-bonus,

8] ncomes had been bumped above®

Shop stewards said that employees
had agreed to refurn to work but
remained angry

The four-day strike cost a R35 000-a-
year employee R538 mn lost wages

“The big lesson 15 that colnmuni.ca-
tion 1s vital I don’t think one van go to
too much trouble to commurnicate some-
thing that 15 a potential problem There
1s no doubt that we underestimated the
impact,” said Chris Moerdyk, company
spokesman.

“As managers we are quite used to
seeing our salares totally eroded by
tax,” said Moerdyk.

The company relies on shop stew-
ards to explamn the amounts of bonuses
to employees But nothing extra was
done to explam the special added bonus
or the relevant taxes

The result has been more dismcen-
tive than incentive

“1 need to actually go m and look at
all the systems for communications,”

Moerdyk said
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Cost of strikes gre

atly

atly exaggerated

STRIKES and labour un- MANDAYS LOST THROUGH STRIKES UNIT LABOUR COSTS sector enferprizes
rest inevitably it the prs + o a— 3 _ “Cosatu 15 cleariy un-
headlnes, but their real A.w__na, Wi L o oy naverage® Ak L e 1 nerved by large-seale re-
impact on the economy 18 | , I m O O 2 O —<_ < rh trenchments and job losses
Mmﬁﬂ.wnﬁm%%mﬁﬂu m&hmﬁ | . _ | U — e ﬂ “ %ﬂwﬁmﬁﬂ m_wywww Ewmnw
t year when a few " A cently acquired mem
H&mm strikes in the retal |- The recent stand-off between trade unions | 1 “ =l m the m_n_uﬂ__ﬁ sector”
and motor ity led o | | and the government has once again drawn | | TS - | oo e e
slowdown 1n the economy | . ,_ mast]  attention to the impact of labour relations | + S - Il oy — dhence it
happencd - Mandavs ot | W W L. on the broader economy. SVEN LUNSEHE looks |, | N I iy
u RELECY o B B 1 B ! ’ - o b B TR N — - 0o m ?
through strihe action de- | — anm T 157 rhm.bmﬂw .nm.mﬁuwﬂ at PIOSPECTS for 1996. . i_hﬂm_m [T Vo S 1 A ot B _T?# says the report.
clined by 59% to 1,6-mul- [S JORARIECY T s e Bl s e o e e EES S SN ERE P — A second 1ssue on which
hon last year from 3,9-mul- - Ton B rben res €0 e ~ . Cosatu may mobilise 15 a
lron mn 1994 Furthermore, labour relations this year  bershipirom 3.2-million itf"., hesship by 19% last year ~ ANC restrams strike ac- erage salary increase of 2% thisyear. Anudthisrek.” VAT mcrease the Budget.
over 70% of the losses were The report highlights a 1994 to about 2.9-mullion in.~* I} Tueréasing openness in  tion by Cosatu 2.5% 1n real terms atively optimistic scenatrio The mew Labour Rela-
tions Act, expected to

in the public sector number of issyes that 1935 'The unlon movement ~the’ SA-eeomomy to inter- [ Relatively good wage Ut labour costs are the anthors:warn, howev-
A report by stockbro- should placealidonsinke has gained new EEEH:E&%EER:E will and salary increases BoE hkely to fall shghtly as 2  er, that €Cosatu could be come into operatton on
kers BoE NatWest, co- actionin1996andlunitthe from the wﬂﬁ:n secton, %ﬂahmﬁnm Jfianagement and NatWest predicts average result of an rmprovement -tempted to flexits muscles Labour Day (May 1), is
authored by economust number of mandayslostto notenonghiooffsetthefafl, libcur to promote labour increases of 95% m the n labour produchvily over a number oftke favourable to strikers and
in the private sector.The Txiahility private sector and 8% for Labour productivity rose . sues in the public . could convince Cosatu to

Nick Barnardt and labour about the same level as
exception to this trend is (G The continued alliance public sector- -workers, by about 3% last year aud-. The most promment oneis embark more speedily on

expert J P Landman, pre- last year
dicts a sumlar trend i (J Adecline mumonmem- Cosaty, whichraisedmem- between Cosatu and the which would imigly"ari av- is expected to improveby  the restructuring of pablic  strike action.
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Picket to demand release of PAC members

By ManpLa NITHEMED

The Pan Afrnicamst Students” Or-
ganusation (Paso) and Azanian
National Youth Unity (Azanyu)
say they will embark on country-
wide demonstrations today fo de-
mand the release of PAC mem-
bers and former Apla cadres
arrested for aileged politcal
crimes

Paso and Azanyu members
plan to picket at the Johannesburg

Supreme Court, where a memo-
randum will be handed over

Other marches are to be held
m the Eastern Cape, Free State
and KwaZulu Natal, the organisa-
tions said

The demonstrations comade
with a case due to be heard m
Bloemfontem agamst former Apla
commander Letthapa Mphahlele,
who was abducted from Lesotho
last month

“The continung arrest, trials

Ko G |2[9b

and sentences of these cadres 1s
unnecessary, as the activities for
which they are bemng arrested
were committed before the
amnesty cut-off date of December
1993,” Paso spokesman Sipho Sit-
hole saxd last week.

He accused the Government
of trying to conduct “secret
Nuremberg trials agamst our
cadres for fear they will play a
role in rebuilding the PAC van-
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Matie workers strike

/
%\éesljé lﬁigvatlsa% pégﬁ%;

ESTELLE
Labour Reporter

ABOUT 300 workers at the
University of Stellenbosch —
all members of the National
Education, Health and Alhed
Workers’ Union (Nehawu) —
went on strike today over the
university’s plans to privatise
its food services

Nehawu spokesman Patric
Xegwana said the strike, which

~started about 7am, was

sparked by the university’s uni-
lateral intention to contract
out feod services from April 1
The union has been recognised
at the University of Stellen-
bosch since 1987

Mr Xegwana said the umver-
sity had refused to talk to the
union about ways of avoiding
job losses, which may result
from this move

“We want proper consulta-
tion and negotiation, a mecha-
nism to avold job losses and a

/

mora privatisation on

the campus,” he said

Mr Xegwana said the union
would hand a memorandum de-
tailing s concerns to the uni-
versity administration today

Nehwau's agreement with
the university enables workers
to engage i wildcat industrial
aetion for a maximum of 24
hours, without fear of disciphn-
ary action being taken against
participants.

A spokesman for the univer-
sity confirmed the strike but
would not comment on union
allegations about not being
consulted over privatisation

He said steps were being
taken for the new contract
company to re-employ most
workers 1n food services
Tenders for the contract were
being considered

The umversity starts its new
year next Monday but was
open to new students and their
parents today
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Grabouw farmhands |
é@% 9ver hostel

otir Reporter ﬁKC?' Q' / : / ‘? é
ABOUT 170 farmworkers at the Applethwaite Farm
in Grabouw have gone on strike over conditions, |

The regional secretary of the South African Agri-
cultural, Plantation and Allied Workers’ Umion (Saa-
pawu), Edward Jackson, said they stopped work
because black workers were being housed in a sepa-
rate, single-sex compound whereas Coloured workers
were housed in family units on the farm; drinking
water supplied to workers was from the source used
to irrigate orchards; and management was refusing to
negotiate new job grades.

"'The farm management was not available for com-
ment as it was meeting workers and union repre-
sentatives in an effort to resolve the problems

Mr Jackson said black workers’ wives were allowed
to visit them for only a month at a time,

He said matters came to a head when one of the
wives, with a four-day-old baby, was told to leave the
farm last week because her month had expired.

Workers at neighbouring farms had indicated they
were prepared to take solidarity action if this was nec-

essary. |
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Farmworkers hold

idarity stoppa
sg}%&agy /A ?f opb

Labour Reporter g Zé‘z
WORKERS at three Grabouw far ve stopped

work 1n solidarity with 410 Applethwaite farm
workers who were 1ssued with dismissal notices

About 200 workers from the Monteith, Transpal-
miet and Dusselsdraai farms stopped work yester-
day

Western Cape regional secretary of the South
African Agricultural, Plantation and Alliled Work-
ers’ Umon (Saapawu) Edward Jackson said Ap-
plethwaite management had informed the umon

they wouid apply for a court interdict to get the. |’

dismissed workers to leave the farm.

Mr Jackson said the workers stopped work on
Tuesday because black workers were being housed
In a separate, single-sex compound while coloured
workers were housed 1n family units; there was al-
leged discrimination in the wages of black and col-
oured workers doing the same jobs; drinking water
supplied to workers was the same as that used to
irrigate orchards and management was refusing to
negotiate new joh grades,

Farm management also did not want to give the
union recognition for its members who were sea-
sonal workers and who formed the bulk of the
workforce

A meeting between the union and farm manage-
ment scheduled for the afternoon failed to take
place when management insisted that workers re-
turn to work or face dismissal

Later 1n the afternoon management 1ssued
workers with dismissal notices, giving them 24
hours to vacate the farm




40 000 s

An eshma [I]G com-
muters — many of them
schoolchildren - were left
stranded m Gauteng early
today when members of

the'ﬁ'cmsportdeenﬁral

Workers Unton went on
strike at the Putco depot n
Soweto.

“T's been a disastrous
day,” said Putco’s assis-
tant manager m Soweto,
Muntu Manana. “The

mﬁltl!:ﬁextra v mpmg

SomePeoplearetrymgto
use the tramns, but many of

them rely on Putco buses
to get in the first
place.

“T wouldn’t say people
are crowdmg outside our

ﬁ\rtded bya % n

ma.ngrymob& We
went out on the arr last
m@\tw lel:hat
there would be a stnke
and so many of them tried
to make alternative

amngements .5

“Many schoolchildren
will not be able to get to
school because Putco
buses run to designated
suburbs m Johannesburg

where other forms of
transport do not ge,” he
said.

All bus services in
Greater Soweto, Alberton,
Palm Ridge, Eden Park,
Roodepoort, Krugersdorp
and Midrand, as well as
all school services, have
been affected by the sinke

affected
were those in southern
areas such as Ermerdale,
Lance, Evaton and Palm

Sprin
drivers are pick-
eting and have blockaded
the exit gate,” Manana
said, addmg; that the strike
over the high bus acadent
rate had started at mud-

night
Drivers belonging to
the Transport and Alhed
Workers Union were

bemng prevented from
leaving the prenuses and
out their normal

152)
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Union calls fa- day
of action to potest

g%al;'?l’sf 2] ,:%li?loses

ape Town - The SA Clothm

and Textile Workers’ Unic..
(Sactwu) has asked 1its 180 000
members to take part miits nation-
al day of achon tomorrow to high-
light increasing job losses y

It sard yesterday the activities,
which will include marches and
pickets, would be the first 1n a se-
nies of actions to focus national at-
tention on job losses m the cloth-
ing, texhle and leather industries

The umon said that the cam-
paign would soon be expanded to
include other Congress of SA
Trade Uruons affihates

More than 12 000 jobs have
been lost m the clothing, textile
and leather sectors n the past five
months due largely to imports
from east As1a

The Clothing Federation of SA
said 1t 1dentified wath the objec-
tives of the achon but not with the
method “This type of action in-
creases costs, making 1t easy for
low-cost imports to penetrate the

CA market,” it saxd

Sactwu deputy general secre-
tary Ebrahim Patel said 100 000
jobs would be lost if the program-
me of trade hiberalisation proceed-
ed without the measures Sactwu

169 10 62
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The Vaal Dam was 100,67 full,

MHW
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Linda Ensor

CAPE TOWN — Agree-
ment on the demarcation

of wards 1 the Cape
metropolitan substruc-
Et;re wbaﬂ reﬂalched ester-
y by the all-party
provincial committee.
However, there ap-
peared to be deadlock on
the demarcation of rural
wards late ‘imsterday af-
ternt:lmn. A enismn i8 t?hre-;
ently requured on
lgsaue if the deadline for
the Cape local elections
on May 291s to be met.
The committee ac-
cepted the Demarcation
Board’s recommenda-
tions. The board intro-
duced distinctions be-

Tel: (021) 24 6200

EST 18997

UK AND CANADA BUSINESS AND
IMMIGRATION 1AW

Established Solicitors 1n UK and Canada, with more than 20
years combined experience represenbing South Africans
Migration, 1nvestment, coptract and tax advice available

For further information and appointments please contact:
Yvette, /o PO Box 43, Cape Town 8000

Pérties agree on Ca
st 7)) /cﬂ/;éz

tween “A” and “B” w

In  metropohtan sub-
strictures only where
black local authorities
had been oclaimed,
that 1s, 1n the Central,
Tygerberg and Helder-
berg substructures.

In terms of the mnter-
mm  constitution black
communities were to re-
ceive the same number
of wards as therr white
counterparts regardless
of the number of voters.

The central Cape
Town substructure was
given 74 seats, 30 on the
pro onal list and 22
each to the A and B
wards, which had
301 210 and 179 830 vot-

ers respectively The

Fax: (021) 24 0103

¢ wards.

Helderberg subs e
was allocated 81 seats,
12 on a proportional rep-
resentation basis, 10to A
wards representing
59 6d2£ votersand 10to B
war represen

8 759 voters. fng

Tygerberg got 72
seats, with the propor-
tional hst getting 28
seats, and the “A” and
“B” wards with 249 091
and 12{; 145 voters re-
spectively getting 22
each. The Northern
Cape substructure was
allocated 30 seats, 12 on
the basis of proportional
representation and 18 to
wards, while the South-
ern substructure re-
ceived 36 wards.

In the Eastern sub-
structure, 40 seats were
allocated, of which 16
would he for the propor-
tional hst and 24 for
wards The Demarcation
Board smid it had decided
to recommend wards
which were as far as pos-
sible logical and easly
1dentifiable umits for vot-
ers. Theboard saad 1t had
attempted (o avoid
favouring any pohitical

group.

University/52)-

strike en
Kevin O'Grady )

THE University of Dur-
ban-Westville 18 to re-
open for student regis-
tration today following a
10-day strike by the
Combined Staff Associa-
tion over the use 1n res-
idences of a chemcal
that inyured 39 employ-
ees and 11 students
The stnke by about
1 000 academic and non-
academmc staff ended
yesterday after manage-
ment bowed to demands
for an all-nclusive com-
mzssion of mquary, and
for action against two se-
mor employees
Several people were

admitted to hospital re-
cently after workers
were al]eﬂ%edl_v told touse
industr COITOSIVes
Klenzstrip and Descaler
to clean resdence
h}i;chenﬂ. Thrgfs Wnrkerg
who were charge
from hospital after a
week were readmitted

esterday after again ex-

bitmng symptoms. One
worker'’s face was par-
tially paralysed and an-
other was paralysed be-
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Transnet warns of

ThouSan
would embark on a strike and
bring transport services to a halt if
the Government meddled mn their
R20-billion pension fund, SA
Footplate Association general sec-

retary Chris de Vos said yester- .

day

If the Government meddled
with the R20-bilhon of members
money, they would embark on an
unprecedented sirike that would
cripple the country’s major trans-
port Services

De Vos said trustees of the
Transnet Penston Fund had sought
an urgent meetng with Miruster
of Public Enterprises Stella Sigcau
and Minster of Fmance Chrnis
Liebenberg to get clanty on plans
to restructure the pension fund

“It 15 tume that the Govern-
ment deaded whether the fund 1s
a state penston fund or not. 1t 1s
not acceptable that they mterfere
when 1t suuts them The money m
the fund belongs to the members,
and the Government must stay
out of it,” De Vos said

The Government says it wants
to restructure the fund because it
15 fraught with racial distortions.
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ESTELLE RANDALL LabourR

STRIKING Cedar Meu(e rork
william will today mareh to the town’s munieipal
offices 10 demand the resignation of Willie Strass-
berger, the saw miil owner and deputy mayor, and

to protest against ice gc¢ Bnat workers
last week 1ﬂ i jg ‘Lalgf
About 80 workers, who are inemmbers of the unaf-
filiated Farm, Food and Rural Workers’ Support
Assoelation (FFRWSA), went on strike earlier this
month after they deadlocked with Mr Strassberger |
ovVer wage mcereases -
Last week police fired rubber bullets at the strik-
ing workers after the workers allegedly threw stones
at them The workers were at a meeting to hear a
report on the wage negotiations
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at Stellenb

STELLENBOSCH Un
workers who did no
4 umversity at the be

- On February 2

for parents of i

Commenting On the

pay bonuses to workers w
ity spokesman said payment for

ormal practice.

] strike, a unvers
exira work was nn

Several times 11 the
er voluni{eers had sto

t join a
ginning of this monti.
National Educa
(Nehawu) members, em- | _
campus, stopped work 10

The stoppage coincld
jrst-year students.

ed duties the next day.

tion, Health and

ersity mand gement’s 10

upiversity’s decision 10
ho had not joned the

}
past, residence staff, stu-
od 1 for those

dents and oth
illegal strikes, he said

who went on
The bonuses would

ing staff had perform
The spokesman would

bonuses would be.

RBesides the bonuses, non-
R67 from a

tips amounting to

be paid because non-strik-
ed additional services

not say how much the

strikers also received
collection taken by

visiting parents.
t available for comment




'Thousands down tools

at Epic Food p la?.s
OUSANDS ﬁf wrka ej
-Foods plants colintrywide dﬁwned
, faols, yesterd iy protc.t agmnst
' remenchments,
TLII."‘I] :lllj *EEH L._I r LL.]:HJ_A L ladu 1L
- (Pawe) nati-rt 1o stewards ik
o hammnan b Porer’ Phukurrre
sad UL oL oupdny Lad refreu b

- gbout 4 000 wockers sin 1060
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Miners now have the right to

refuse to work in dangerous conditions

By ThovE LUND

outh Africa’s 500 000
mineworkers have
hailed the new Mine
and Safety Draft Bill as a
“victory for labour”,
Miming houses agree,
saying the new proposed
legislation heralds a co-
operattve and safer era for
the industry.
A foreman at the Dur-
ban Deep mme m Roode-

the destruction of apart-
herd” was the draft bill’s
proviston for muners to re-
fuse dangerous work”
“50 many times, mn-
ers have known a cerhtaam
ob 1s dangerous, but have
d no cheice but to obey
nstructions. We all took
chances to keep bread on
the table,” said the fore-

Ao 22 |219b

man, who
named.

To ilustrate, he refer-
red to what 1s considered
to be South Africa’s worst
minung disaster, In 1960 a
total of 437 nmuners were
squashed under about
160m of rock when an
earth tremor collapsed an
incline shaft at Sasolburg’s
Coalbrook mme.

At an inquury after the
incident, 1t emerged there
had been a tremor before
the fatal one and that min-
ers had tried to get out but
“were dnven back” o
continue work. The next
tremor k]]]edhﬁlem all.

Mining houses full
support the need fnt:grr
workers to have the right
to refuse dangerous work
but fear parts of the bill in-
terfere “excessively wath
muning operation”.

But the National Union
of Mﬁ_?:urkers is ada-
mant that mining houses
cannot “be trusted to self-
regulate”,
tlm:’If they think some

ings are too prescriptive
then they have brought it
on ﬂlEl_:nse]ves and de-

ters, m which 104 men
died at Vaal Reefs gold
mine, was provisionally
expected to present ifs
findings on Aprl 18,
Leon Commission secre-

An und train
plunged dimnn
top of a lift and both crash-
ed about 450m to the bot-

tom of the shaft, killing ail

104 in the cage. ~ Reuters

The Boksburg-Benon: Hos-
pital on the East Rand is
calm and back to normal

after a hostage drama that
threatened to close all but

the intensive care umit and
maternity ward of the hos-

pital.
Pmlmungworkera took

The protest started at
about noon and the staff
were released late yester-

hospital supenntenden[ day afternoon.

G4 S

Mbeki on poll trail

Deputy Presadent Thabo
Mbelqtymll target minori-
ties and rural communites
when I}tgﬂ hits, ﬂleh%aul}l.
paign in, KwaZulu
Natalﬂﬁsweekésd. 1
The ANC seeks a tun-
around n Indian, white
and coloured areas where
it fared badly in the 1994
elechon. The main thrust
will be m the Maphumulo
ristrict, ~ Poltical Reporter

. e e iy o il

ro b b e

- .-:-rl_ I-p-—;:-'!"'rr-.-ul.--!-.-.-n.ql_ P W o 0 e - ..--_
- _ "

Cee— et = T "™ =k b == ait 2 o -m -
.. b 3 . ]

olaimat T




e —

* e ot o Jhmbday,tebmal} AR

Lo Y e s e b e

Cosatu relaunches old
constit tl(gnal ttle

22(2[9

By PATRKX BULGER
Political Correspondent

Cape Town — The Congress of
South African Trade Umions yes-
terday relaunched the conshitu-
tional battle 1t fought and lost m
late 1993 over the nght of employ-
ers to lock workers out of factories
during strikes

In a submussion to the Consti-
tutional Assembly, whach is hop-
ing to draw up a new constitution
before May 9, Cosatu said most
constitutions “do not include the
nght or freedom to fock out” and
that there could be no question of
a trade-off between the rnight to
strike and the nght to lock out as

proposed by the NP and the DP

Dunng the negotrations on the
mtenm constitution nearly two

go, Cosatu lost ifs battle to
ve Iocknuts excluded from the
Bill of Rughts.

Cosatu also held talks yester-
day with the NP and its ailiance
partner, the ANC, n Cape Town.
The NP said 1t would study the
Cosatu submussion and agreed to
open a channel of communication
with the uruon federation.

The ANC sad 1ts meehing was
“construchve and mformative”
but gave no mdicaton that it
would take up Cosatu’s demands
in the CA dehberations

The ANC added that the meet-
mng “revealed a high level of
agreement between the orgamsa-

tions on most 1ssues relahng to the
constitution”.

Cosatu said 1t wanted the nght
to picket included 1n the new mn—
stitution, and the constitution’s I-
mutations clause to say that the
Bill of Rights should not predude
legisiative and other measures
permtting trade untons and em-
ployers from concluding trade
unon securify agreements.

Cosatu said it did not want a

property clause i the new consti-
tubon and wanted greater ac-
countabihty of public enterprises
to Parliament. Management of
these enterprises “sometimes be-
come a law unto themselves”

Cosatu took a strong hne on
central government powers over
areas such as education, labour,
policng and local government,
and said 1t wanted a urutary state
and the rejection of “fragmenta-
tion and an ethnic-based state”,

“Provincial powers should not
mclude the power to determme
conditions of employment of pub-
lic servants or any mdustrial rela-
tions powers,” satd Cosatu.

It added that 1t wanted major-
ty rule at all levels of government
and rejected enforced coalt-
tions” It also called on the state
“to promote freedom and diversi-
ty of media”.

It sard 1t was taking legal ad-
vice and could return to the CA at
a later stage with more mncretq
formulations. ; ¥ i

-
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Workers rptltan

eT( PR
By SHIRLEY JONES region ltad nsen’to 2000 since
November and more were

Durban — The National Uruon of
Leather Workers (NULW) and the
South African Clothing and Textile
Workers Uruon will take to the
streets next week to protest against
job losses, alleged customs fraud
and the dumping of cheap shoes
from the Far East

The uruons mtend handing me-
morandums to both regtonal and
national authorities decrymg 9000
job losses mn the footwear and lea-
ther industries i the past five years

According to the NULW spokes-
man, Roy Narainsamy, the union
faces closures and retrenchments
daily Job losses m the Durban

! ——

expected Where workers were not
lad off, they were put on short ime
because of a lack of orders, he said

Dave Berry, the president of the
Footwear Institute of South Africa,
sawd yesterday overall employment
shrunk from 56 000 1n 1989 to 28 000
last year He said local production
dropped from 87 miilion pairs of
shoes mn 1989 to 58 mullion paurs last
year Much of the blame for thus
reduction has been laid at the door
of cheap mmports Berry sad im-
ports escalated to 63 milhion pairs
last year from 12 milhon pairs mn
1989

He said growth m the South

_N

ass gggtfé% ggar

NS

can shoe markéet hds not Xept
pace, moving from 100 rullion pairs
in 1989 to 121 mullion pairs last year
Local producers now have a
47,9 percent share wn the market,
from 87,36 percent n 1989

Berry said KwaZulu Natal,
where the budget end of the foot-
wear industry was concentrated
and where employment by the m-
dustry had been highest, had been
lut the hardest by closures and
retrenchments

The head of the Footwear Feder-
ation, Denrus Linde, said the indus-
try could not afford the disruphons
assoclated with protest action at
present He said the industry’s fate
was n the government’s hands

L
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Dismissed

farm staff
| back on

joh tod
18Rl
| Labour Reporter

DISMISSED Appleth-
waite farm workers in
Grabouw, all members
of Cosatu’s South Afri-
can Agricultural, Plan-
tation and Alhed Work-
ers’ Union (Saapawu),
l have been reinstated af-
ter intervention from
| the Western Cape De-
| partment of Labour.

The 410 workers, who
were dismissed on Feb-
ruary 6 after going on
an 1llegal stike, returned
to work today after
Western Cape Director
of Labour Brian Wil-
Iams succeeded in gel-
ting management and
the umon to meet.

Farm management
declined to comment,
but Saapawu praised the
role of the provincial de-
partment 1 helping to
resolve the dispute.

hams, played a crucial
role 1n helping manag-
ment and Saapawu re-
solve the dispute. This is
a welcome change in the
Department of Labour,”
said Edward Jackson,
regional secretary of
Saapawu.

Workers went on
strike earlier this month
beause, they sad, Afn-
can workers were being
housed 1n a separate,
singie-sex compound
while coloured workers
were housed 1n family
accommodation, and Af-
| rican and coloured
workers doing the same
jobs earned different
Wages; ¢
£

— amaAk—aa W o

“The department and]’
1ts director, Mr Wil-|
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Treat nght to
stmke loc out

ORGANISED South African busi-
ness strongly urged.the Constitu-
tional Assembly (CA) yesterday to
ensure workers’ nights to strike and
employers’ nnghts to lockout were
treated equally under Sﬂuth
Africa’s final constitution

Thas 15 1n marked contrast.to
Cosatu, which urged the CA this
week to include the nght to strike

but omut the nght to lockout

«Inats submission to the CA,
Business South Africa — an
umbrella organisation represent-
ing 18 affiliates including the
South African Chamber of Busi-
ness (Sacob) and the Afnikaanse
Handelsinstituut ~ says both
should be mcluded or excluded’

The business groups have also
stressed the importance of the final
constitution protecting property
rights Cosatu has urged that there
be no property clause

And Sacob 1s also 1n favour of
an option being left to.a future
government to restore the death
penalty as part of a “package” of
anfl-Ccrime measures, — SL




Unions pay
for damages
Dehorah Fine

157
T]ﬁ I%Enlm] etal

Workers’ Union and the
SA Mumapal Workers’
Union had seftled a
claam for R90000 in
dama%;as lodged agamst
them by the greater Jo-
hannesburg metropoh-
tan council, a legl
representative for the
council said yesterday.

The council was suing
the umons for damage
caused durmg a {luaiﬁt
protest march in Johan-
nesburg m March 1993.

The claim included
costs for the cleaning of
streets which amounted
to 3 759 man hours.

The matter was
struck off the roll m the
Rand Supreme Court
yesterday as the unions
agreed to settle the mat-
ter last week with a pay-
ment of R82 000, the
representative said
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play unchallenged. covertly trained by the SA Defence

_ e *_mnmm::: —mmu L LEd ﬁ
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munications deputy director _s..nz gezi Mnyani:

—_— |
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m.:nm.:ﬂ_unn uminmm director Theo Burgers.
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‘Plot Emox.m:m.

Emmaumummummm wmmwmuamﬂﬁrm E...
tronal health department had con-

sulted his provinaal mmistry on |

expenditure for the controversial

R14,27m AIDS play Sarafina 2 by | torney-general Tim McNally filed

playwright Mbongem Ngema
Masondo was responding to a
uestion by DP MP Jack Bloom
loom sard later that Masondo's
admission directly contradicted
Health Minister Nkosazana Zu-
ma’s recent statement that all
provinces were consulted about
the play and had not lodged objec-
tions toit

“The plot 18 agnwmaﬁm_ as the
national health ministry dives for
cover in offermg contradictory ex-
planations in a vain attempt to
cover for this massive blunder by
the mimister,” he gaid.

Zuma had been “less than
truthful” on the matter. She
should “come clean on thig scan.-
dalous expenditure on a venture
that will have httle rea] impact 1n
stemmung the rampant AIDS
menace”, Bloom saad

Zuma 18 due to meet the nation-
al health parliamentary commit-
tee today to answer questions on
the allocation of R14m to Ngema
and the tender process in which
Ngema won the contract for the

|
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am% swzephil Malan and Kh
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DURBAN — KwaZulu-N atal at-

an alternative count of conspiracy
o murder yesterday against for-
mer defence minister Gen Magnus
Malan and IFP deputy secretary-
general Zakhele Khumalo in the
run-up to the resumption of their
hit squad trmal m the Durban
Supreme Courton Monday.

n a supplement to the oniginal
indictment, McNally sard the 20
accuged, including Malan and
Khumalo, had
spired to kall Umited Democratic
Front (UDF) and ANC members
in the perod between December
1985 and June 1989.

In the ongmal mndictment, the
20 were charged on 13 counts of
murder, four counts of attempted
murder and one count of conspir-
acy to murder UDF activist Victor
Ntuli. The trial relates to the mas-

sacre of ANC supporters in Kwa-

Makhutha on the KwaZulu-N atal
south coast.,
McNally said the conspiracy

had involved the establishment of
a paramilitary capability for the
IFP. Two hundred men had been

ll.l.l.ll.lllll.lllllll-lllllllll.lllll[l "

deployment sagaingt UDF and |
C members,

McNally claimed that, at a ._
meeting on March 21 1988, Malan

“cautioned (IFP leader wmmuhc.
suthu) Buthelezi ag to the sensi-
tavity of their relationship®, He -
formed Buthelezi that the IFP
“should not be linked” to the SA
government, and that Buthelez;
should not “identify” himself with |
the government during overseas
visits, The payment of certain spe-
cal constables, who had been M

1

#mEmmEaum &Mmﬂﬂ mﬂm,ﬂmm
also discussed at e meefang
McNally gsad that i March
1988 Khumalo expressed dissatis-
faction to Malan that the SADF
did not have “its heart and soul” in
Operation Marion, the code name |
for the covert activities that were
agreed to Malan gave an assur- _

ance that “urgent attention”
would be 8id to Khumaloe’s con-

#
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spokesman, Them' inkos
saidyesterday. ; D m..m_
Mdlalose had & 7t le

from two indepe. nt g
whether he could “bow te
from IFP supporters o d
the capi Attorneys
Meyer & Partners and af

es |
Deborah Fine ~Q&
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Workers’ Union and the _
SA g:umﬁ%& Workers’
Union had settled a |,
claam for RBO 000 in [’
damages lodged against |
them by the greater Jo-
hannesburg “metropoh-
tan council, a legal |
representative for the
council said yesterday.

The council was suing
the umions for damage
caused during a jont |
protest march 1n Johar-
nesburgin March 1943 |

The claim incluced |
costs for the cleaning «f
streets which amounte
to 3 769 man hours,

The matter wag
struck off the roll in the |
Rand Supreme Couri
yesterday as the umong

agreed to settle the mat-
ter last week with a pay-

ment of R82000, the
representativesaid.
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Telkompay |-
talks pr aé
;:;E"::Zm% 52)

Telkom wunions yester-
day demonstrated
against what it beheved
was an attempt to under-
| mine umons by commu-
nicating bargaining Eo-
gitions to employees be-
fore wage negotiations., |
Telkom external com-
munications manager
Ingrid Kriger said the
company had embarked
ona lprnceaa of informing
ﬂ oyees of the finan-
position, company
realities, and the rea-
sons behind the need to { .

change and standerdise
employment conditions. | |
— gA Telecommunica- | -

tions Association presi-
dent Colin Smith said
later that Telkom had
agreed to suspend the
communication process,
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RUSH hour traffic was held up for TN e oot {7,
more than 90 minutes this morn- [N N ¢ s A e e |

ing when about 40 tow-truck driv- KSR T e jfot o Xl T A R
ers demanding the right to listen
to pohce radio frequencies staged
2 blockade on the Ni beiween
Goodwood and Maitland.

Negotiations were held between
the tow-truckers and pglice to end
the pl"DtEEt ¥ B A - Dy gD

Tow truck drivers helonging it the, - R R
newly formed Cape Town - Fowing Associ- =

£
ation regrouped in the N1 ity parking lot
to diseuss their demandd with police,
The blockade caused pandemdanium
from 7 am when the OW- cks jammed
all city bound lanes and traffic was re-di-
rected by the traffic deparmeng on te

Frans Conradie Drive. , o a3 i
Irate nurses headed for Gropte” Sehaur

. ¥ .
R TTA LT \

------

the
The only vehicle ‘p.ﬁow'i.:?tn pasd WaB"H
thai carrying & Germap woman tourist

desperate to reach the airport in time t0
catch her piane. She was also ignored at
flrst but her tears finally melted regis-
tance and she was let through. .

_ While _gnms mn&aﬂa ~ *n"mlx

©ars ul Loag ve] egy Prsineds
men ushd ‘their celip e to-corduet)
businesg. At one stage, a group of angry °
moto atternpted to pick up one of the »

tow ks and remove it but Iaﬂedlto

scanner dins,whichtheyusem Thgay o vl Tl o ve 2 LRI - T R B T ﬁhﬂrﬂmﬁmim s, ¥

monitor police and ambulance broadeasts . . . N I ehity OB 2% !
so they can reach accident SCENes 3 wBAcKLh& g cipiches 1 IE. Kilometres, behind the protesting fow-truck-
promptly ~h ,“erq.fﬁ.ﬂegjln hottf Bnd = halk, whn tears mounting aft rate motoriste Would
One of the protesters said that two turn rou d.1ho wigng way up the frepway into nncomln% tratfic ‘Eﬁ ,
weeks ago police had put out false accl- - d read 1o regroup elgewhere 10 hegotiate Wwith Po e, o
deqt reports and those irucks that re- % . Tiehm - Kot sl % '
sponded bad their scannlis confiscated.  the public tn»%]w;: B, seanner,,sald ‘police! . Meanwhile, the, tow-truckers are also
These drivers then alerted others to the spokesman Wiﬂ ‘Holzbausep i L threatening tothlogk De Wasl Drive, the
trap « « 1*[f you have @, Scapnet it méans you N2 and other major Cape Town routes
The tow-truckers trapped in this way can lsten inﬁpmpﬂmgﬁiﬁh* and any ' later this weekyunless their demands are
had to appear in court and were fined be-  ori tmgaqcﬁa‘;that cemation’ & el ~u T V¥ -
tween R500 and R2 000 “You ¢ad imaﬁuﬁhﬁi}ﬁm@ﬁa like a The tow-trucks, belonging to about 15
«Most of us are family members and  bank ropber; at Ahesobat of {He ariiiean , companien from all oyer the Western |
we need the seanners to make a living” lsten In and ‘pick up when Uﬂ.: £l Cape, begav thelr ppe-hour plockidé sob6n l
he sald “It's a messy situation because coming, ‘whith waythey sre.coming and  after 7am durihg the morning rish hour, ‘
the police will never legalise ou¥ having  what they arg jolngto do. That's why we  £avsiog maximurm inconvenience to ity

the scanners” cannot allat people listen'in,Uibe said ¢ bound moterists The dejvers dispersed |
The tow-truck drivers were demanding “We don't W}tih‘hidm yihing, but; about 8.50 am :

the legalisation of scanners of { . you mu;ijupde'iatamf 4t 1t the tof-truck An org *of fhe protest, who-did not

a radio control room of their own which  drivers are: allowed fo connect o potice want to be nafmed, said tow-truck grivers \
could tip them off when accidents happen,  radios; ’gn"mu]d,g;cnmpau;j! AR Y wanted the xight 1o use the spanner rﬂdi;ﬁs

gald Frans Conradie, a committee mem- Cantdin Holtzhausen gtated tliﬁgrmt od: 1o deliver thélr 'vital public service’s~ |
ber of their assoctation the dl:'werﬁtmed Yo 'draw atténtion to thelr - e have petitioned the Western Cape

iy f

A police spokesman said their demands demands and said they had ,put people’s :y; mipister, of_transport (Leonard Ramatla- |
would be taken to higher anthoritles and  lives at Tisk by prevenv:l;&:g&tﬁm@nﬂ ;fkane.’] and the police commisslOner, but
T S e e b i el (2 e z
“They wou to know when an »#] ecan’i un whi, soriie ¢ ) pem, g CAPLD
where accidents happen but at this stage this can't bé disCl in & mseting, Wby : *thaii‘vﬁggl}inﬁ.' but tﬁq fa ied*té!f ‘up |
seanners are illeg M he gaid must they lﬂ“nlvwm 1'“1!1‘353}?‘513“"; gﬂ{; e .E'f;;&:#ﬁ; d AT - ":E}, I
g et to"work™ A v @ See page 19 A |

[t was agalnst the law for a member of yers and people t

____.._...-—-——-'"""""""' |
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Toyota plant closed d%aftell' St/rlkf

Durban ~ Toyota has shut down
vehicle production at its KwaZulu
Natal assembly plant following
strike actton by members of the
National Umon of Metalworkers
of SA (Numsa)

Production ceased on Monday
when about 200 workers staged
protest action mside the compa-
ny’s adminstrafion bullding in
Prospecton outside Durban

Workers damaged property,
prompting management to shut
the 450 vehicle-a-day plant,
spokesman Andrew Bowden said

The strike followed failed nego-
trations between sa and Toy-

. (U6*%

ota management at the plant over
an employee mcentive scheme

“Last week, the company en-
ded up paymg out on the scheme
because certamn targets had been
met,” Bowden said. “(But) 1t ap-
peared {Numsa) wanted more to
be paid out ”

A Numsa spokesman said
Toyota had onginailly agreed to
redistribute 10% of therr annual
profits to workers if target profit
margms were achueved Manage-
ment, however, only paid each
worker a bonus 10% of thetr nor-
mal salary instead of the total

profit share. —Sapa
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and Rene Grawitzky

TOYOTA SA reported a 78,5% surge in
attributable profit to R194,1m for the
year to December as the car manufac-
turer closed its plant and parts distri-
bution operations yesterday after a
abour.dispute

l Share garnings were 78,6% higher
at 477.2¢ and a final divadend of 56¢c
(30c) was proposed which would see a
total payout for the year of 80c (50¢)

About 6 000 workers were affected
by the closure of Toyota’s manufactur-
g plant 1 Durban and 1ts distribu-
tion centre in Sandton.

The.closures followed unprocedural
action™ on Monday when workers
protested against payments made 1
term§ Of an 1ncentive scheme. Negot:-
ations"between the parties were ex-

| pectléﬁ'td resume today

In thé12 months to December, sales
mereased 22,3% to R6,04bn and oper-
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ating mcome grew 76,3% to R322,7m,
Tax was 79% up at R131,1m, lqa:.rmg
taxed profit 74,6% higher at R191,5m
Netmcome rose 72,8% to R194,7m

ContinuedonPage2

Continued from Page

Income attributable outside

t0
shareholders of R660 000 (R849 000)
presented outside interests in a mar-

re
keting operation in Botswana which
had been sold duringthe year. .

i  Current assets increased to R1,4bn
from R1,2bn mainiy as a resalt of deal-
er sales lagping production towards
the end of the year. ,

Toyota’s local retail sales increased
14,6% to 93 192 vehicles, and 2 710 ve-
hicles were to other African
countries. The group’s local market
dlaharad fell to 2&7% gﬁ.ﬂ%) becaus;;t

not compete 1n the growing entxy-
level car market, directors said.

The increased profit was attrnbuted
to a number of factors. The sales vol-
umemmaﬂewasuﬁhetﬂ%gbya
strong yen d the fxst , with
the yen 26% to its

strongest level agamst the rand. How-

e

- _—t

|

ever, this was largely countered by cur-?
rency hedgaing Duning the second )
the currency stabihised. Another pos-)
itive factor was 1ndustnal relations
stability, which led to greater efficaien-)
cies. Cost controls were also tightened. }

Dhrectors expected the local vehiclea
market to continue growing this year,}
although not as fast as last year. Toy-t
ota 1ntended to mcrease exports into)
Afriea 30% to 3 500 units this year. !

National Union of Metalworkers ofs.
SA spokesman Tony Ngeobe sad Toy-!
ota had advised the uruon that i1t 1n-#
tended 1mplementing a profit-sharing
scheme after healthy profit in the past
yvear, but payments to workers and;
salaned staff wonld differ

However, a year before the company
had agreed to an incentive schemes
based on achmeving certaun targets. Un-j

der thus scheme the same rlys
payments would be paid to all employ- [
ees from the MDD down

Toyota said the bonus scheme was)
not a condition of employment and the}
strike action was unprocedural ,

ey —



-.:l

i Hp

¥

I s N
el

L
1-.‘;_.-* _t
P
o

£ i I L

‘;%:l‘he Argus

5| Toyota plant idle as stri 2&35
nsackéd office desks and
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orrespondent

j “DURBAN — The 6 000-strong work-
%1;3,% force of Toyota Manufacturing near

1 & i
=
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here remain on strike today

Meanwhile, their trade unmion rep-
resentatives are lecked 1n negotia-
tions with management of the motor

‘I company

A spokesman for Toyota said it
was not yet posstble to predict when
the factory would be able to resume
production

The workers’ protest stems largely
from dissatisfaction with the compa-
ny's incentive bpnus scheme

The 1ndustrial action began on

Monday when a group of workers 1n-
vaded the finance section

— B —- —‘_-_-h__ﬂ—_——_——__._.-__.__ﬂ
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They /62

scattered documents around the
floor

On Tuesday the workers downed
tools

They remained on strike yester-
day

The management locked the fac-
tory gates to prevent the strikers en-
tering the premises \

The workers gathered in protest
outside the gates

“There are no workers there now,”
sald a spokesman for cgmpany
management L

“There will be no production to-
day,” he said Tt

“We are meeting at the moment
with the trade umon”
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Staff Reporter
THE Department of Post and Telecom-
munications has agreed to eall off its hunt
for illegal radio scanners among the tow-
truck fraternity after a meeting with the
Cape Towing Association (CTA).

Yesterday's wildcat protest by angry
tow-truck drivers who blocked the NI
near Parow in rush-hour traffic has been
condemned by the CTA as a “hothead” re-
mn:a% to the problem.
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The department met repr
the CT'A and it has agreed to give the as-
sociation time to “get its house in order”,
said¢ CTA chairman Neil Billman,

The protest has also heen condemned
by Western Cape Minister of Transport
and Public Works Leonard Ramatlakane
who issued a warning that blockades of
that sort were not acceptable.

The tow-truckers demanded thy right
to listen to police radlo frequencies to get

4ruck scanners

CuEst 4 -
M,M_mim_mm road A€eidents.; M | .\,.,UD
% “They will not be toleratéd at all,” Mr

L

i Ramatlakane said. . AR
% There would not be_any negotiation

m while blockades were in place, he said.
_ He called on members of the associa-

tion to follow approptiate channels,

* Meanwhile;, Mr Bilison said the CTA

j had not given its blessing to the protest

{ yesterday and the situation hgfl. got cut of

, hand,* * "~ ° U I |
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Renes Grawitzky

PRODUCTION at Toyoia's Durban
plant did not resume yesterday despite
opening after being closed for a week
ag:er National Union of Metalworkers
of SA (Numsa) members stormed ad-
mimstration offices in a dispute over
profit share payments.

Toyota spokesman Andrew Bowren
said the plant reopened, but workers

I left after a union meeting

The union said the profit-sharing
agreement was part of an mcentive

" gcheme hnked to productivity and prof-

it targets. It said it d a dispute

last Monday after workers were paid a
flat rate as their share of profit, while
salaried staff received a percentage of
their annusal earnings.

It would appear that the amount

_Toybtamplgg% ;qgay%%%

aid out 1n terms
in contention, with the company 1ndi-
cating the amount cannot be revised,
The umon said payments were dis-
cnmmatory. An additional stumbling
block developed after the company 1n-
dicated last week it intended disciplin-
ing workers — including shop stew-
ards —involved in trashing offices.
The closure, affecting 6 000 work-
ers, had resulted in lost production of
340 units a day. Bowren estimated the
cost in turnover at R27m adayus: 7 27«
'It'ingota indicated discussions. would
continuetoday. .. ..-: .
Meanwhile, Sapa reporks that a
strike by about 1 000 Numsa members
stopped production at Firestones;
plant in Port Elizabeth yesterday.
union said Firestone reirenched 120
workers without proper consultation.
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Renee Grawitzky

PRODUCTION at Toyota’s Durban
plant did not resume yesterday despite

opening after bemng closed for a week
after National Union of Metalworkers
of SA (Numsa) members stormed ad-
mmstration offices 1n a dispute gver
profit share payments.

Toyota spokesman Andrew Bowren
gaid the plant reopened, but workers
lefl after aumon

meeting.
The umon saxd the profit-sharing
nt was part ef an mecentive

agreeme
scheme hinked to preductlm and prof-
it targets. It saxd it d adlepu
last Monday afier workers were paid a
flat rate as thelr share of profit, whﬂe
salaried staff recerved a percentage of
their annual earnings.

It would appear that the amount

 staysadle,

1n contention, with the company ind-
cating the amount cannot be reneed.

The umion ssxd anmente were dis-
crnmmnatory An additional stumbling
block developed after the company in-
dicated last week it intended ph.n—-
Ing workers — mclndmg
ards — mmvolved 1n

The closure, 6 Oﬂﬂ work-
era, had resuited m lost production of
340 umts a day. Bowren eet:ma:tedthe
cost it turnover at R27m aday. -

Toyota indicated discussions would
continue today.

Meanwhile, Sapa reperte that. a
strike by about 1 000 Numsa members

stopped uction at
plant in Port Elizabeth
union eanl Firestone retrenched 120

workers without proper consuitation.
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Nurses’ strike shows lack

: | of information syste
e | Kat cha 62
E :Hljr:l::c strég énd.l? amﬁé&l su:i%;?he

n | political responses to laat year's nursing stnke1s that
e | there 18 a complete lack ﬂf informations systems —
- | vital to the functioning of a proper health
o The survey, conducted by Parliament’s health
"} committee, gathered mfurmatmn from the national
department and all the provinces
But what the survey came up with was the con-
siderable varation between the 8 provided by
the national and provincial health departments on
the number of centres affected and the ievel of strike
action. Such variations could have serions conse-
quences for future analysia of health problems, such
| 1 as the extent of AlIDS, and thetr buggetmy alloca-
tions, commattee head Dr Manto Tshabalala said.
When provinces were asked about the financial
implications of the strike, which devastated health
services nationwide last year, meaningless answers
were received — indicating that had not
- calculated the costs. Two hadn how much money
they had saved by not having to pay nurses.
Government’s capacity to respond to industrial
unrest and communicate with workers was
held back by the infrastructure of the past, she said.
It *:;aa ntt:lla té::t tIJI::fe healttlh department received sup-
in g1nformation systems.
w The?;zrve found there were weak and inconsis-
tent systamsfur monitoring financinl impheations of
industrial actions. Increased pay fornurseahadtobe
linked to greater professionalism and patient care,
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tions workers countrywide
demonstrated yesterday
agamst Telkom’s alleged
refusal to recogmse the role of trade
unons 1n fabour talks, unmon spokesman
Shuayb Patel sard mn Pretona

Patel warned that protest actions
would continue until the company
abandoned plans to side-step union
leaders and consult i1ts employees on
new service conditions

“The message 18 only getting
through to our members today,” Patel
said “The protests will spread later
today and tomorrow and fuli-blown

action can be expected on Monday 1f

in prot
W (§ g %
eouT 7 000 tdlecommunica-

am

) - .y - wx F

om workers
est actgon

SiX unions accuse management of
trying to intimidate their members

Telkom management doesn’t recon-
sider 1ts position”

Patel sard management had yester-
day morning indicated a meeting with
the umons might be held on Monday
“We will, however, not reconsider our
mass action before the 1ssue has been
resolved”™

G unions, claiming a joint member-
ship of 81 percent of Telkom employees,
accused management of trying to intim-
idate therr members and union leaders

into accepting the company’s service
conchtions They <aid the new condi-
tions would reduce employees’ leave
and overtime CONCEss10ns

:

In a statement 1n Pretoria yesterday., |
Telkom reiterated 1t had the night to i
discuss 1Ssues concermng Service con- |

ditions with all its employees

“The unions 1ns1st management does
not have the nght or duty 10 communi-
cate Telkom’s current reality and the
challenges employees face " — Sapa

A ————
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Telkom workers 1gn0
Aow

An offictal for several Telkom
untons has vowed that more than
47 000 workers will take part in
mass action desprte no employee
heeding the call yesterday

The call for the beginning of

1s/3]9b
cludng marches and pickets at
Telkom plants, turned mfo a
damp squb after no workers
turned out for the action. Telkom
spokesman Amanda Singleton
said no mdustrial action had been

re call for mass action

&7 X752 )

But SA Posts and Telecommu-
mcations Assoaation chauman
Shu-ayb Patel said that over the
next few days workers would
disrupt telecommunications, -
cdluding radio and television re-

mass action from yesterday, m- reported by late yesterday. ception. — Labour Reporter
. e ki gt 4= = TPl e e v . o S APt o ”
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By James LaMont

Johannesburg — A breakdown of
negotiations between employers
and umons n South Africa’s
R25bilhon-a-year chemucal ndus-
try over a central bargainng system
couid lead to a wave of “devastat-
ng” industmal action this week,
industry sources said on Friday

Chermical unions have threat-
ened employers with mdustnal
achion in a dispute over the veto
powers accorded a proposed central
bargaming council and the number
of sector-level forums, said Fame
Ernst, Sasol's group labour relations
and remuneration manager

Ernst warned that strikes and
demonstrattons — which had al-
ready taken place at some plants
last week — could have a devastat-
ing effect on a “hfeline” mndustry
that employs 180000 workers and
contrtbutes 22,5 percent to South
Afnca’s manufacturing GDP

“We don’t want 1t to become a
slanging match,” he said 1n an
appeal for the parties to return to
the negohating table “The stakes
are very high and it could be nation-
al disaster”

The  Chemucal  Workers’
Industtial Union (CWIU)Y met at a
congress in Johannesburg at the
weekend to discuss “a way for-
ward” after unions called a dispute
on February 26

Nelson Mthombeni, the assis-
tant general secretary of union, said
industral action would be consid-
ered m the debate but could be
avoided “if our members can find a
way of accommodating the
employers” proposals”

b:razmw Mthomben: did not
rule out the possibihty of industrial

Devastating
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STICKING POINT Nelson Mthombens and Fanie Ernst wrangle over a central bargaining system

action, he said the situation did not
yet warrant the services of a_“facih-
tator” to bring the parties back to
the table, as employers have sug-
gested

The 46 000-member umon has
been at the forefront of umion
demands for a central bargaung
process in the industry But negotra-
tions, which began 1n the second
half of last year, have run mnto difs-
cules over the structure of a
national bargaining council and its
constituent sectors

Employers across a diverse
industry, from explosives manufac-

W

'\ e o

ave o

v

turers to petroleum comparues, pro-
posed. a-natiepal bargaiming forum
and 13 mg bargairing %c:&m.
Ernst sald the breakdown of the
mdustry into 13 sectors accurately
represented the different economic
activities and smali and medium-
sized companzes
The unions put forward a draft
constitution for a unitary bargam-
g councl with over g pow-
ers over only four sectors, which
Mthombeni said conformed with
internattonal industry standards
But employers believe they have
offered a compromise tn response to

stri
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PHOTOS JOHN WOODROOF
a union proposal that they agree

first to the, establishment of g bar-.

gaiming counal and then negotiate
the demarcation of sectors and
powers The employer caucus said
1t would consider the establishment
of a single bargaming councll if
unions agreed to the mclusion of 13
sectors as chambers within such a
counal and on the powers of the
sectors

“There 15 a shift to central
bargaining, but let's address the
economuc realities,” sard Ernst

. He said thus was a considerable

_ departure from employers’ prefer-

es looms |

[52)

ence for decentralised bargamung
arrangements which swited strate-
gIc business tterests and ensured
compebitiveness

Many fear that centralised bar-
gaurung will squeeze out small con-
cerns, which are expected to create
the bulk of new jobs over the next
decade, and reduce competitive-
ness “I have faxes here from small
employers that if they have to sjt 1n
4 nattonal bargainung council along-
side the Itkes of Hoechst and
Sentrachem, they are going to close
their doors,” said Grahame
Matthewson, the human resousces
manager at Dulux.

“We've tried to approach 1t from
an econonuic perspective, but they
(the uruons) have come from a con-
stitutional approach,” he said

Mthomberu derued the employ-
ers had shifted ground He sad
employers were “dragging their
heels over the whole process” and
had presented a conditional propos-
al and not a compronuse

Moreover, he said the number of
sectors within the council was a side
1ssue “We don't believe the number
‘of sectors 15 the key 1ssue, 1t 15 rather

he power of the bargaining coun-
<l,” he smd “We are not aganst a
sectoral approach ”

Mthombert also said unions
were prepared to discuss sectors
which would take mto account the
concerns of small business

Nerther party, however, believed

that the situation was deadlocked
“We think this could be resolved,
but of the parties persevere like this
it wall be very difficult to come to an
agreement,”sard Ernst

Mthomberu said his umon
would ke a meeting with employ-
ers before the end of the month
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Strikers arrested

Renee Grawitz ky

t Toy

Enucé Gbndtf:?ﬁana éss-ud the op

b ' sooner the 1ssue wag resolved,

HOPES of resumed p}uductlnn the sodner “we can ad

dress oth-
at Toydta’s Durban plant were er factors” He said the other
dashed'yesterday when agroup factors were a byproducet of the
of striking workers were arrest-  bonus 1ssue and would not have

ed after occupying secunity of- occurred if bonus payments had

fices at the plant’s mamn gate,al- beenmade.
legedly to prevent other work-
ers from entermng the plant.

the main gate profit-share scheme

Toyota’s distribution and
manufacturing plants
It 18 understood that after closed two wee ago after
the strikers took control of the workers demonstrated agamnst
Security offices they hoisted the the company’s decision to pay
SA Communist Party flagabove out to workers their share of the

three da
workers did not re
Numsa said the reopemng was
con

ceptin

were

/

Numsa wanted everyone to
the same amount Workers
cars contributed
grnﬁt tar-

get
who bwlt the
directly to acha
Godongwana sa1
The plant wag reopened

ys after the el

gets,

on

¥

¥

which phnary action

Toyota human resources di- formed part of an overall incen-

rector Harry Gazendam said tive scherne Numsga formally
1 000 workers returned to work declared a dispute with Toyota

yesterday, but afier a meeting  after this decision
with shop stewards they were

-

remained behind

2 munority of strikers were 1n- granted a percentage of thesr

ooy

tent on prolonging the dispute.  annual salary which amounted
Numda general secretary  to more than what the hourly turnover from the strke

1. Godongwana said the union
told to'go home. More than 200 opposed the payments as hourly
ne and occupied pad workers were given a flat
the secuirity offices Toyota saxd amount and salaried staff were

He said
thng to hold

C1p
der

Gazendam said-
ging m our heels o

eving

Services ¢
1n the first in-

18 ,plan

osure, but
turn to work

ditional upon workers ac-
g that a group of workers
mvolved 1n the demonstration
March 4 would face disci-

“We are dig-
n this 1ssue ”
Toyota was still bat-
a transparent dig-
Imary process hopefully un-
the auspices of the Indepen-
dent Mediation tP
for those involved
cident on March 4 The
ny had lost m

SA

compa-

ore than R280m in

1l
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Renes Grawitzky

TOYOTA and the National Union
of Metalworkers of S/ ‘Numsa)
have agreed to appointt the Inde-
pendent Mediation Services of SA
to facilitate setting up a structure
to deal with the issues behmnd a
Sirike which 15 costmg Toyota
R27m a day
Toyota confirmed’ yesterday
that the parties had agreed to this.
However, production at Toyota’s
Durban has not recommence d.
Sinee the plant’s closure about
three weeks ago, Toyota has lost
production of 4 590 units, lost
turnover is estimated at R364.,5m.
The plant was closed after
workers demonstrated againgt the
company’s decision to go ahead
with profit-share Payments to itg
employees after they indicated
their opposition to the form the
payments would take. Unmion
members rejected Toyota’s deca-
sion to grant salaried staff a per-
centage of their annuagl wages as
workers, in discussions the previs
ous year, had decided everyone
should receive the same amount.
Because salaried staff were giv-
°n a percentage of earnings they

a

L

' Toyota and Numsa -

bhad received
deemed diserimmato
The dispute had been complz-
tlfle fact that manage-
ment was mtent on Imtrating a
diserphinary process agamst work-
ers involved 1 demonstrations at
the plant, the union said '
Meanwhile, Firestone hag
ﬂgarted a vigorous campaign to
ghlight the reasons be ind the
mne-day strike at 1ts Port Eliza-
beth plant. )
Firestone, in an advertisement
Fubhshed this week, sard those
acing retrenchments had been of-
fered a voluntary retrenchmeht
package which ~ meluded two
weeks’ notice pay, two weeks for
overy year of service, a gratuity of
R10 000 and payouts relating to
the pension or provident fund,
estone sard the unmion did net
agree “to any retrenchment, undar
any conditions or for any reagon”v
The union demands that Fyrs.
stone agrees to establish a*Joifit
committee to look at mechanisnig
to improve efficiencies. It sandf
the company wanted to keep ‘I:ljlp
with the challengeg facing it, en)-
Phasis had to be placed nof only ¢n

prices but on improving systems!
la
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loyota dispute may

By ANN CROTTY

Johannesburg— The strke at
Toyota's Durban plant could drag
on for some time because of mn-
creased employee expectations at
shop-floor level and an easing n
demand for vehicles, mdustry and
trade @ruon sources said yesterday
- And, 1t,could mark the begin-
ning ofa spate of ndustral action

ment adapts to increased competi-
tron from mports whle shop floor
unton members battle to enhance
the gams made dunng the ndus-
try’s recent flush pertod

Industry and trade- umon
sources say that the duration of the
Toyota strike shows that there 1s
more to the dispute than the annual

r

mark the beginning

out at the end of last month

Shop stewards are demanding
that the bonus be paid out m equal
amounts to all employees Trade
untorusts and labour consultants
support thus view and point out that
m labour’s eyes, mcentive schemes
that are tied to salary appear to

‘unduly, reward., management,

¢ Be!

B
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| contnbu-
ton to productivity

Toyota management has stated
that an equally important issue 1s
the disaplmary action that should
be taken against a number of union
members who damaged company
equpment and mhridated admn-
1stration employees
. Also at play n the Toyota dis-

— e

pute 15 the content of a labour rela-
tions agreement signed last year by
representatives of management and
labour offictals Shop floor unorusts
frequently want to pursue a more
adversartal strategy than 1s allowed
for in the agreement  °

One mdustry source argues that
Toyota, which 15 m a comfortable

stock posttion, 1s using the dispute

3
gﬁf -_...ﬂ.1
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of industry-wide action
a6

}

to strengthen management preroga-
tive with a view to streamlmng its
existing operations He said that all
manufacturers would soon have to
go through the same process
Toyota’s management disputed
thus, statng that 1t coutd not afford a
Iong-term disruption to 1ts industr-
al relatons on the basis of such
short-term considerations
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Country faces marches, rallies by
icipal workers over job losses

/5 )
Labour Repaorter

Thousands of municpal workers
across the country are expected to
take part in marches and rallies
tomorrow in an action that will
disrupt refuse removal, emer-
gency and other services provid-
ed by murucipalitzes,

The SA Murmapal Workers’
Union (Samwu) said yesterday
the man focus of the action
would be mn Pretersburg and
Groblersdal, where it intended to
paralyse service as all its members
m Northern Province and Mpuma-
langa are to attend
marches and not report for work.

And the Johannesburg branch
of the umon will anrmounce a dec-
sion today on what action 1t will
take after a meetmg of its execu-
tive commuttee in the morning,

“We are definitely takmng some
form of action and our members
will be mformed at thewr work-
places tomorrow Althou gh there
are several options open to us, a
march through Johannesburg 1s
the most likely ophon,” sad

branch spokesman Veli Gantane

The action comes as disgrun-
tled traffic, ambulance and fire
brigade officers belongmg to
Samwu staged a brief sit-in at the
Johannesburg traffic department
offices yesterday n a bid to re-
solve problems about working,
condiions

The uruon 1s staging the pro-
tests as the start of a running pro-
gramme to force the Pietersburg

NMarch
through
Jo'burg a
possibility

and Groblersdal mumapahities to
remstate workers disrussed after
its chaotic protests and strikes
October i support of wage de-
mands There are 620 Samwu
members stll dismussed 1m0
Pietersburg and 96 m Groblersdal
At least two people were

killed m clashes between police,
the strikers and town residents in

last year’s action and more than
100 were injured

Although Greater Johannes-
burg council spokesman Char-
lotte Holtzkampf said she could
not comment yesterday, 1t 15 ex-
pected that rubbish removai,
emergency services and mmnor
mamtenance work will be af-
fected.

The council has mn the past ad-
vised residents to therr
refuse in a cool place and not to
take 1t out untul services return to
normal

The 120 000-strong union has
said 1t will call on Munster of
Labour Tito Mbowen —whose in-
tervention last year led to the res-
olution of the strnke — to mtervene
m the matter agam to resolve the
“potennally explosive situation
whuch threatens to take on nation-
al proportions”

“The actions and subsequent
mtransigence of the Pietersburg
transitional local councils totally
undermune the letter and spirit of
the a ent via the process of
medhation (last year),” the union
sand.
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. STAFF REPORTERS esse ufflines were operat- €l ally smce Sapref supphes

~ g to ensure there was no dam- KwaZulu Natal with the bulk of
Durban — South Afrea could be age tothe epironment Sapref, its petroleurn producis. With
plunged nto an economic crisis  Whose \argest buyers are pPand more that 800 workers o1 strike,
if 800 Sapref oll refinery. work- Spell, produces an ostmated  it's hest they meet with our

3

ers, who dovmed tools yesterday, 95% of the country’s total petro- demands as S0OR as possible

continue with their strike teum products, sneluding fuel for because to Ve the workers
They have offectively cut offi SAAs Boemngs and other air- what they want will cost the
erucral fuel supples 10 large crafl. company only R1,4-mlhon. but

pulk buyers. such as South Colin McCleland, spokesmall to keep on at (s rate will cost
African Alrways, and thousands tor the SA Petroleum Indusiries  them at legst R3-mulion 2 day”
of motorsts. Assoeiafion, gayd that if the However, Peter Dent, manag-
The Durban-based cefinery  strike continued, gouth Africa WME drector of the Engen plant I3
shut dowil yesierday when nego- would be losing out on about Durban, said s company would
tiations between, i€ Chemeal 160 000 barrels of ol dady do its utmost o SUPP products
Workers' Industmal Unloll and Sipho Ntshaba, & spokesman in case of shortages. “here's 0O
Sapref officials reached 8 dead- for the union, said the sirke way we can allow the Durban
. lock. . could cause major digruptions i cconomy 10 COmE to a hall just
Workers went oit gtrike when flight activities at Durban air- pecause thereis 8 sirike, and we
management fafled to meet tnexr port as Sapref was 118 cole sup-  certainly wonk: let the airport
demands for DEREr calaries and i plier of avialion fuel, whaeh it TUR dry if we dan help it,” be

the refinery process units had meet the demands of ihe entire  Were {orced to, such as filling up
 peen shut down and that only province in the long rup, €spe temporarily al other outlets
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DURBAN - South Africa could
be plunged 1nto an economie
crisis if 800 Sapref o1l refinery
workers, who downed tools, con-
tinue with their strike, effee-
tively cutting off crueial fue]
supplies to large bulk buyers
like South African Airways and,

| of course. to motorists

The Durban-based refinery
shut down yesterday when nego-
(tations between the Chemieal
Workers’ Union and Sapref offi-
c1als reached a deadlock, Work-
ers went on strike when man-
agement failed to meet ther
demands for better salaries and

| housing and medical aid bene-
{ fits

Sapref managing director
Peter Fransen confirmed that
the refinery process units had
been shut down and only essen-
tial utiities were operating to
ensure there was no damage to
the environment

Sapref, whose largest buyers

' are BP and Shell, produce an

estimated 25 percent of the
country’s petroleum produets
Colin McCleland, spokesman

. for the,SA Petroleum Indus-

tries ASsoeiation, said if the
strike eontinued, South Africa
would be losing out on some
160 000 barrels of 011 dauly
Sipho Ntshaba, a spokesman
for the union, said the strike
could cause major disruptions
In flight activities at Durban
International Airport as Sapref
was 1ts sole supplier of avia-
tion fuel which 1t pumped
directly through an under-
ground tunnel to 1ts tanks

11183 no-soi}
19 _I.....nﬂ Al DY duio

FETR e gk k.

kT Htﬁ. TG
ad oaey oBe

= = 'yl
— — - -

and other refineries could
never meet the demands of the
entire province in the long run,
especially since Sapref supplies
KwaZulu-Natal with the bulk
of 1ts petroleum products

“With more that 800 workers
on strike, it’s best they meet
with our demands as soon as
possible because to give the
workers what they want wiil
only cost the company R1.4 mil-
hion, but to keep on at this rate
will cost them at least R3 mii-
Iron a day,” he said

However, Peter Dent, man-
aging director of the Engen
plant here, saird his company
would do 1ts utmost to supply
produets 1n case of shortages

“There’s no way we can allow
the Durban economy to come to
a halt just because there 1s a
strike and we certainly won'’t let
the airport run dry iIf we can
help it,” he said

SAA spokesperson Zelda
Schwalback yesterday said the
airline would make contingency
plans

“We will try not to 1nconve-
nience our customers as far as
we can,” she said

By late last might, the Sapref
plant was still blocked off by
workers who also refused to
allow any seab labourers to
enter the premises

Said Mr Fransen “We are
very disappointed that the
union chose to take such severe
action when our differences on
the housing scheme were rela-
tively small and no specific con-
cerns were apparent on other
1ssues ”
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THE National Union of
Metalworkers of SA and
Toyota SA have agreed
on “certamn issues” which
could lead to the resolu-
tion of the illegal three-
week strke by thou-
sands of umon members,
Numsa's general secre-
tary Enoch Godongwana
said yesterday

However, there was
disagreement between
the parties on whether
the agreement — signed
on Friday might — was
“formal and binding”

Toyota SA spokesman
Andrew Bowren said as
far as he was concerned,
an agreement had been
signed but “they (Num-
sa) always work on the
basis that they have to
go batk to the workers”.

The umon main-
tamned yesterday the
strike’s termination
would be subject to rat-
ification by 1its © 000
members today.,

The strike cost Toyota
“millions of rands” in lost
production and wumon
members several nllion

oyota and Numsa reach

T
e A A LY.

randsih wage

Godongwana  cnif1-
cised Toyota’s announce-
ment that the strike had
been resolved as “irre-
sponsible at this stage”,
as the parties had agreed
not to deal through the
media He dechned to
discuss the settlement
hefore the umion had met
1ts members

Toyota saxd Numsa
had agreed 1ts members
would return to work “no
later” than tomorrow.

They agreed to imple-
ment a lost productions
recovery . programme
over the next 10 weeks,
which would pay bonus-
es on the achievement of
production targets be-
yond normal production

The parties had
agreed no further pay-
ments would be made
under Toyota’s 1995 1n-
centive scheme

Toyota said the “pnt
acceptable behaviour by
a small group” of employ-
ees would be addressed

through a disciplinary

process under the aus-

pices of Independent Me-

diation Services of SA
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By JaMEs LAMONT

Johannesburg — Members of the
South African Chemical Workers’
Union would march on plastics and
chemical producer Polifin’s head-
quarters 1in Randhurg today,
Manene Samela, the union’s nation-
al orgaruser, sard yesterday

Sameta said about 500 workers

- from the company’s Midland facto-

ry i Sasolburg would demonsirate
over the 1ssue of shift allowances as
part of a month-long campaign at
six Polifin operating divisions.

He said though management
had made an offer of increased shuft
allowances, the uruon wanted the
increase to 10 percent of basic salary
mntroduced from next January but
commuted mntdo wage increases
across the board from April 1 this
year

“We want these funds (from
shuft allowances) to be distributed
evenly among salaries,” he said.

Polifin management has stuck to

TG headduaters

allowances from April 1.

“We were out nf hne wath the
market on shift allowances,” sad
Dangel Steenkamp, Polifin’s labour
relations manager

Earher this month, 150 work-
ers went on strike at six operating
divisions for wage nses and
improvements m working, condi-
tions. Workers were demanding a
13 percent wage 1ncrease and settle-
ments over s?ugft allowances, public
hohdays and overtime.

Samela acknowledged manage-
ment had made concessions over
increased shuft allowances, but said
industrial action would continue at
all plants except those in Somerset
West where workers had agreed to a
settlement

He said the uruon was stll push-
ing for comparues to reflect good
performance in lugher wage offers

Steenkamp said production had
not been affected by strike action
and said it had exceeded previous
records at some subsidiaries as a

tts offer of an 11 wage rise,  resultof the company’s contingency
but has offered an mcrease m shift plans.
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Farouk Chothia

DURBAN — A strike by
between 1 200 and 3 000
guards employed by pri-
vate security companies
in KwaZulu—Natal has
turned violent, with re-
ports of shootings and
assaults on non-strikers.
SA National Security
Employers’ Association
chairmen Don Master-
son said he had received
reports that sirkers
were driving to various

m
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Striking securlty guards a
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~m Durban and
physlca_lly removing
non-s . There were
unconfirmed reports
that one non-striker had
been shot and wounded.
National Secunty
Workers’ Union national
orgamser Moffat Ndlovu
said the strnke was
aimed at forcing govern-
ment to 1mmediately
scrap provisions 1n wage
determanation for the in-
dustry. This allowed
companies In existence

AT R
emp

e belsz;ﬁéiards -
wage e earn-
ed as little as R200 a
month and worked 12

gmadaythmughout

Ndlovu said families

of guards killed on duty
received no assistance
from companies. Gnards
werenotnnmedlcalmd

WE d3000guard5

By Charles Schulz

THINGS CHANGE IN THE OLD DAYS YOU NEVER WOULD
1 MAVE SEEN A FIRATE WAITING FOR THE SCHOOL. BUS..

1 2{]{1-1 Eﬂ{l

Ndlovu said compa-
mes affected inclu
Springbok Patrols, Fi-
dehty Guards and Com-
bat Force. Guards em-
ployed at Durban air-
port, harbour and rail-
way stations were on
strike, he sard.

Masterson
ftnkehad aﬂ‘ectedma_in-
y smaller mm;mmeﬂ
Some . companies
unable o guard chents’

tes. Companiea would

be forced to obtain “re-
placement labour?if the
strike continued., '

S [y B atﬂﬂﬂ
said it
gerve to -ensure
ali chents’ sites were pru—
tected.: It ~had -
smke.raanultlmamm

v 5 Y
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said the |

d enough re- §

return-to-work today, or
:Masterson |

be dismissed.:
said other«-companies

had danethe same. 44 -1+ +| &
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Farouk Chothia and Renee GrawitzKy

DURBAN — roice ciashed with about
500 striking secunty guards in central
Durban yesterday, resulting 1n several
guards being injured

The strike, orgamsed by the Nation-
al Securty Workers' Uruon, and 2
planned march on the labour depart-
ment offices in Johannesburg tomor-
row, are to demand the immediate pro-
mulgation of a labour order effectung
wage wncreases and extension of work-
er protection

Police public order policing umt
spokesman Insp Trevor Reddy said po-
hce fired rubber buliets and teargass at

sl ————
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the strkers after they caused chaGdsin
Durbane ¢itv centre The strkers
hrew potules and oiftel oGRjects at po-
lice, forcing police to open fire, he said.

Reddy said security guards retah-
ated by finng gun shots Two people
were 1njured ee demonstrators
were arrested and would be charged for
public viclence, Reddy sa1d

Disputing police claims, umon exec-
utive member Mandla Mabaso said po-
lice opened fire without provocation on
defenceless peopte

He said 10 guards were admitted to
hospital "IN Sernous 1njuies, and five
were arrested An industry source said
two non-strikers were shot and wound-

striki% secur
\ 1642,2

¢d on Tuesday at Beren statrdn, and a
third was attacked 1n Umlaz, alleged-
ly by strkers

The strnke has affected many secu-
mnty companies, ncluding Induna,
Springbok Patrols and Combat Force

The march 1n Johannesburg could
lead to a nationwide strike by members
of the largest union operating m the
industry — the Transport and General
Workers’ Union

Union general secretary Randall
Howard said the union was demanding
that Labour Mimister Tato Mboweni pe
oresent tomorrow to accept a memo-

Continued on Page 2
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Johannesburg — About 100 Southern Life workers
said yesterday they would remamn on stnke until
the insurer reinstated a suspended colleague

“We are prepared to take the strike to the extent
where management will try to disnuss us,” said a
workers’ representative, who dechined to be
named.

The clerks at Southern Life’s Johannesburg
regional office downed tools on Friday to protest
against the suspenston of a woman 1n connection
with a fraud investigation they claimn was unfair

Talks between the two parties have failed to
resolve the dispute, promphng the workers to ask
for an independent mediator to rule on the
womarn’'s Suspension.

Paul Chrishie, the general manager of the life
customer services umit, sad Southern Life was
prepared to appoint a mechator, but the clerks
would first have to return to work

e |
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. MAN days lost during strike ac-
tion 1n the first three months of
this year more than tripled com-
pared with the corresponding pe-

. riod last year
- Analysts have expressed alarm

, at the type of action that 15 being
experienced

"+ Stnke statistics released by
Andrew Levy & Associates yester-
day showed that 175000 man

- days were lost between January
and March this year compared
‘with 60 000 during the corre-
sponding period last year, 295 000

-in 1994, 65000 in 1993 and
135 0001n 1992
- 'Thismcrease in strike action 18
even more marked following the

m

(VAW

7 arp declhine 1n a¢tion last year,
when man days lost dropped to
1,6-mlhon This was its lowest
level since 1988

Andrew Sparks of Andrew
Levy saad the 175 000 man days
lost was almost double the 20 000
man days lost during the first six
months of last year

The 1necrease m strike action
and the numbers involved, Sparks
said, reflected “the strong militan-
cy that remains in the umon
movement”

He said this confirmed the sug-
gestion that “those people who ar-
gue that the umon movement 1s
losing 1ts power and support have
been a Iitle hasty 1n their
judgment”

In an unusual turn grievances

—_—

s} ;tgéstrllg_is triple in year

%

(70%), as opposed to wage dis-
putes, accounted for the majority
of the strikes Sparks cautioned,
however, that this trend would
change as the wage round moved
mto top gear

He said retrenchment-related
strikes were likely to 1ncrease as
more companies restructured to
become more efficient “This leads
to conflict between technology and
Jobs —with jobs being the loser ”

The recent Toyota strke, and
the IMirestone strike which 1s con-
tinuing, have contrmbuted to the
large number of man dayslost

The National Unmion of Metal-
workers of SA accounted for 64%
of the strikes, while the National
Union of Mineworkers was 1n-
volved 1n 28%
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COSATU 15 ready to take
to the streets to support
the ANG’:& stand on the
right to life and other 1S~
Sues of deadlock 1n the con-
stitutional assembly

Cosatu’s protest pledge

on the right to strike and a
version of the property
clause that wouid allow
land reform to take place

The general secretary, The federation recog-
vam Shilowa said yester- msed that the ANC had
day that Cogaty’s central  stood firm in support of
committee, which met workers’ right to strike
over the weekend, en- ang had refused to equate
dorsed the ANC’s positions  this with ap employer’s

/52)

right to Iock out workers
“We also decided that
we should look to the 1ssyes
on which the ANC has
stood alone — such as the
right to life — ang support
them If 1t means we have
to take these 1ssues to the

S7 3//3/7
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lhieve the positions the ANC
has taken (on abortiopn and
the death penalty) are cor-
rect and we think we
should back them,” nfr
shilowa said

He said Cosaty branches
In the Western Cape were

streets we will already preparing for
“;s a fedjatmn, we be- mass actlz'l and that na-

e —— .
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tional protest actiop could
be expected from work-
ers

Mr Shilowa added that
the central commitiee had
reaffirmed its g ance
with the ANC A

“While there hag been a
problem in co-ordinating
the formulation of policy,
we believe that thig can be
iImproved The alliance re-
mains  relevant at ths
pomnt,” he said .
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The strike at Toyota, now in its third

week, 1s proof that nothing can be taken
for granted on the motor industry labour
front

When empioyers and unions signed a
three-year agreement on pay and condi-
tions 1n the middle of last year, it was
halled by both sides as signalling an end
— at least temporanly — to the tradi-
ttonal round of strikes and bloody-mind-
edness that accompanies annual wage
talks By linking pay nses to mflation-
plus, and narrowing wage gaps between
worker grades, the industry thought 1t
had created a credible answer to long-
standing disputes The agreement was
held up as a model for other industries

50 far, those central tenets have been
upheld But that hasn‘t stopped the two
sides from finding other areas of conflict
Toyota's 1sn't the first to focus on annual
bonuses But it’s certainly the bloodiest

The argument 1s over incentive pay-

outs of about R26m The National Union .

of Metalworkers (Numsa) argues the
money should be split equally between
Toyota’s 8 000 hourly paid and salaried
employees Toyota based its payouts on
10% of each employee’s annual wage or
salary The company adds that the bonus
scheme 15 not a condition of employment
and 1s at the discretion of the Toyota

board Work at the Prospecton plant out-
side Durban stopped after Numsa de-
clared a dispute on March 4 Since then,
Toyota’s main marketing offices in Sand-
ton have also been affected

Muddying the waters is the fact that
about 200 employees, including several
shop stewards at the forefront of strike
action, face disciphnary proceedings for
invading the Prospecton administration
building after Numsa declared its dispute
and allegedly damaging office equip-
ment and intimidating employees Says
human resources group director Harry
Gazendam “These people will face disci-

~ plinary proceedings when this 1s all over

They know this and may feel they have
nothing to lose

Mediation efforts were continuing on
Monday, the 11th day of the dispute,
which has cost Toyota 340 vehicles and

' R24m n turnover each day it has lasted

[
|

The daily cost to hourly paid workers 1n
wages1s R1,2m

Other manufacturers, while benefiting
from stock shortages of Toyota vehicles,
are watching the situation anxiously
They realise a prolonged stand-off could
complicate the new round of annual bar-
gaining, which has just begun They also
realise that as the industry becomes n-
creasingly dependent on export earn-
Ings, a dispute such as this sends the
wrong message to all potential overseas
customers, not just Toyota's A quick
resolution 1s In everyone's mterest W
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which the police do not really have access (c) (1) The salary scale for mspectors 219 \ DAY, 29 MARCH \\
w::cnmr limited, the Child Protection ranges from R36 402 to R50 844 :
it 12s @ tole to play m educating the tion to be furmished to the Department
members of the pubhc, mmwnﬁm:w the (1) South Afnican Police Service al- QUESTIONS o o P

lowance of R3 600 Home own- of Labaur

ers quahfy for a maximum an-

nual housing subsidy of R9 372 a
The following 1s a summary of the formal year

proactive steps that were taken (former
police agencies excluded)

children by means of lectures and other
awareness campaigns (media reports, etc)

Indicates translated version
f (u) This question should be addressed to
: For wruten reply the South Afncan Police Service as
“ the Department of Labour does not
_ Strikes. working days lost have this information

41 Sen C ACKERMANN asked the Minister of

Labour f Q&.N U

(a) How many working days were lost m 1995
: in each of the provinces as aresult of stnkes, (b)

(2) (a) (latest specified date
1995—20 March 1996)
7 (Seven)

(b) Tve (5)—Medical reasons

1 Janunary

(n) (aa) und (bb) This information 15 aot
1993 1994 1995 reported to the Department ot Labour

Number of talks/lectures 755 876 1296

Number of haison meetings 331 609 820 Maotor vehicles currently owned by

. , Two (2)—F ; )
(NGO's, CBO’, govern- (2}—Financial reasons what 1s the estimated cost to the economy 1n Department
ﬁ.ﬂmﬂ Orgamzations, eic) 1 086 Road acaidents. minibus taxs involved regard to such lost working days and (<)1) m 89 SqnEK MOORCROFT ashed the Minister of
1585 2116 - tal Afi d Tounsm
3) No 103 Sen AE VAN NIEKERK asked the Mimster ; how many cases were such strikes accompa-  Envirnmental Aflairs and lou

med by violence, (11) 1n how many such cases
was the South Afnican Police Service called out
_ and (1) How many persons were (aa) killed

of Transport t (a) Aow many motor vehicles are currently

owned by his Department, (b) what 15 the total

Narcotics Bureau of SAPS: nspectors estimated valewe of these vehicles, (¢} what

(a) In how many road accidents were mintbus

employed wﬁ_ﬂuﬁaﬂ?ﬂw dunng EmMmMEQ 1 January 1995 and (bb) myured as a result of these strihes? percentyge of such vehicles are currently n use,
101 Sen C R REDCLIFFE ashed the M ormatien o oy Specttied date for which S63E () how\many motor velncles were purchased
Safety and Secunity * Ministerfor  mformation 1s avaulable, (b) how many persons duning tAe latest specified penod of twelve

were (1) killed and (11) myured 1o such accidents

The MINISTER OF LABOUR months fox which information 1s available and

rar  —Epem mam
Pl TN L By e e - o Do Sl koo SRS S
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(1) (&) How many wspectors are currently
employed n the Narcotics Bureau of the
South African Police Service, (b) what are
the working howrs of such nspectors and
(¢) what (1) does the annual remuneration

and (1) do the annual benefits of such
IMPECIOrs amount to,

and (c) what were the main causes of such
accidents?

5169E

The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT

(a) Statistics recerved from the Central Statis-

tical Service (CSS) are for minibuses, not

(@) The number of working days lost through
stike action natonally 1 1995 was esti-
mated at 1,6 rmliion The Department of
Labour does not have a provincial breah-
down of this figure Our new Labour
Market Policy Chief Direciorate and
Labour Statistics Dhirectorate which are

() what amount was spent i each month
dunng the pariod 1 January 1993 up to the latest
specified daty for which informaton 15 aval-
able on (1) fud) for and (1) the maintenance of
motor vehicles\owned by his Department”

S155k
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The MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL AF-
FAIRS AND TOURIGM

specifically for minibus taxis

(2) (a} How many mspectors resigned during currently 1n the process of staffing will be

the pertod | January 1995 up to the latest
specified date for which information s

available and (b} what reasons led to these
resignations 1n each case?

(b} (1) and (11) Please see the following table

seeking ways of minitonng and recording
such information and once a proper system
15 1n place, we will be 1n a posiiion to have
more detaled statistical information and
analyses However, what 1s 1mpoitant to
nate, 1s that the number of working days

S267E
The MINISTER FOR SAFETY AND SECUR-
ITY
(1) (a} 94

(b) Eught (8) hours per day However,

owing to the nature of the crimes and
the organised methods of the crimi-
nals they inveshigate, these mspec-
tors of the South Afnican Narcotics
Bureau works long hours additional

to their normal working day It ranges
from 10 to 12 hours per day

January to November 1995
*Preliminary figures
Number | Number | Number | Number
of colh- | of deaths | of serious | of shight
S10N$ mjurtes mjuries
60 786 865 5116 9352

(c) Staustics recerved from the Central Statis-

tical Service (CSS) do not give reasons for
minibus collisions However, the mam
contributory factors for mumbus collisions
are overloading, lack of traimng, unsafe
overtaking, speed too ligh for circum-
stances, fatigue leading to lack of concen-
tration, and unroadworthy vehicles—
smaoth tyres, worn out brakes, eic

lost as a result of strike action last year (1,6
miilion) 18 significantly lower than the
1994 figure of 3,9 milhon For more
detasled information and analyses of
strikes over the past years please refer to
the document, Contextualising strike ac-
nion which was prepared by the Ministry of
Labour in 1994 and endorsed by the
Cabinet

(b) The Department does not have such mfor-
mation at this stage

(¢) (1) Unknown as from LR33-Notice of
stoppage of work 10 terms of section
65A of the Labour Relations Act,
1956, does not require this informa-

(a) The Departmer} makes use of 246 perma-
aeatly allocatedy vehacles of government
garages as well ys two departmental ve-
hicles, while 30\officials makes use of
government subsidysed motor vehicles,

(b} the total value of thaallocated govemment
parage owned vehicles is unknown to this
Department whiist the value of the two
departmental vehiclescan be estunated at
R100 000 The estimatgd value of the 30
subsidised vehicles, allycated to the offi-

cials according 1o e Government
Subsidised Motor Schemg, 15 R1 350 000

(c) the full percentage of vehigles are 1n use,

(d) no additional vehicles were \purchased but
there are however 10 vehicley on order for
delivery n the current financal year (7 of
which are for replacement \of existing
subsidised vehicles and 3 vehigles are for
extending the GG services),

A e E—— — ——-—
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-~ [at¢ ot growth of the economy
— dehviery of basic services
— imprévements to human development index

— improvenient of the shewed distibution of
consumppton by poor and nch houscholds

A worh programme was approved by the IGF
and by Calunet 1n terms of which departments
of provincey were required to submit work on

specific issugs over the penod from January to
June 1996

The process 18led by Deputy President T Mbeha
with my assiptance, and the Office of the
Deputy Presiddpt and the Ofiice of the Minister
withouat Portfolig

A draft report \was submutted to a second
meeting of the IGF on development planning
which was held iy Cape Town on 26 February
1996 Representatiyes of certain standing com-
mittees of Parltamint were wvited to attend
both summits

The February summiy wlenthed torther work
that was required for the growth and develop-
ment strategy which ingluded strengthening of
rural development stratggies, improving co-
ordination between the ‘provincs and central
Government on growth apd development and
other 1ssues

The IGF agreed that a furiher report will be
submitted to the provincial and national Cabi-
nets and wilt then be submitjed to Parliament
and published

MrM F CASSIM Mr Chairpersqn, ansing out of
the hon the Mimster’s reply, cquid he tell us
whether any special fasi-track programmes have

been launched m any of the provinces 1n respect
of the RDP?

The MINISTER WITHOUT PORTVFOLIO Mr
Chairperson, with great respect, tiie question
posed 1s not really relevant, but 1 will answer it
bnefly Yes, we have undertaken a number of
(nitiatives, 1 many of the provinces, which are
ammed at fast-tracking the RDP programines and
particularly providing project managemerk exper-
tise to ensure that the capacities devilop at

provincial and local government levels to \mple-
ment the RDP

The CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEESA Or-
der' I would hike to remind hon members that
supplementary questions must arise from Lhe

Mmuster’s reply They should not ask general
questions about the paricular Ministry

Mortgage Indemmty Board: loans for low-cost
hiousing

¥5 Mr M F CASSIM ashe
Housing

e Minister of

(1) Whether the Mortgage Indemnity Board
made available one billion rand 1n loans
for low cost housing wn 1995, 1f not, what
1s the position 1n this regard, if so, (a)
where 1n the Republic were these loans
made available and (b) what was the total
value of these loans,

(2) whether she witl make a statement on the
matter?
N374E

The MINISTER OF HOUSING

(I)(a) and {b) It 1s not the function of the
Mortgage Indemmty Board to make loans
available The Board grants MIS cover
only 1n areas where due process of law 1s at
nsk The Morntgage Indemmity Scheme 15 a
narrowly defined mechamsm to indemnify
banks against loss only if a2 breakdown 1n
the due process of law means they are
undble to reposess houses where bomrow-
ers default on their loans It does not
indemnify lenders against commercial nsk
and 1t 1s not available to bail out borrowers
experiencing dsfficuities with repayments

In assessing an area, the Mortgage Indem-
mty Board looks at a broad range of
indicators Among them are the effecive-
ness of local government, functionality
and state of reparr of infrastructure, civii
stability, whether a payment boycott ex-
15ts, cohesion of community structures,
level of political violence, mortgage de-
fanlt rate, number of repossessed proper-
ties which lenders have not been able to
access, dand the functionality of the legal
process

MIS coveris not a prerequistte for lending
The Record of Understanding between the
Mmustry of Housing and the Association
of Mortgage Lenders says that banks will
lend 1n all areas although £ 1s reasonable
that they would not be eager to do so 1n
areas explicitly demed cover by the Board

¥
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A decision by the Mortgage Indemmty
Board not to grant MIS cover to an area
poses 4 challenge to govermment af all
levels and to the affected community—ihe
challenge of Masakhane

The challenge to the community 15 to
ensure that residents pay for thewr housing
and services, took after community tacili-
ties, work with local police forums and
other organisations to ensure respect for
the law, assist the shenff in his work, and
act together to ensure that local govern-
ment funchons effectively For the govem-
ments, a decision not to grant cover signals
the need to assist communities taking up
the challenge to 1mprove their situations
by improving infrastructure, ensuring
functioning local government or 1mprov-
ing policing, among other things

(2) No

il ikl oFiniienialieriraniiie

Strikes: hours lost \ m..,,_p
¥ Mr A JLEON asked the Ministetof Labou

How many hours were lost as a result of stnhke
action 1n 19957
N3I75E

The MINISTER OF LABOUR

According to the reports of Andrew Levy and
Associates the estimated number of workdays
lost for the penod 1991 to 1995 1s

1995 1,6 mllion
1994 3,9 million
1993 3,6 nullion
1992 3,2 million
1921 3,8 nullion

I remain dissatisfied with the lack of capacity in
the state systemn to compile and make available
reliable statistical data One of our frustrations
1§ the mnability to recruit people to work mn our
Directorate Labour Market Statistics and In-
formation which should manage this statistical
base

The MINISTER OF LABOUR I notice that the
person who asked the question is not here

Murders/coprictions

*7 Mr D HM GIBS ked the Mimister for
Safety and Secunty,

(a) How many murders wcre committed in
1995 and (b) how many of these murders
resulted 1 convicthions? N376E

The DEPUTY MINISTER FOR SAFETY AN
SECURITY

(a) 17939

(by 8962 cases went to court The SAP) 6
system does not provide statistics on cn-
victions for murder cases

Mr D H M GIBSON Mr Charperson, arising out
of the hon the Deputy Minsier’s reply, dogs he
not think that 1t 1s ntme that the SA Police Sgrice
had equipment and systems which would ¢nable
him to give replies 10 questions such as thgse’

The DEPUTY MINISTER FOR SAFET)K AND
SECURITY Mr Champerson, [ agree tifat there
should be systems introduced which wijl enable
the police to provide answers with jegard to
murders or convictions in cases of murger which
1s not the case at the moment

I must, however, point out that 1t 15 got the line
function of the pohce to deal with conyictions that
tahe place i court That 1s really a mjatter for the
Minister of Justice, and | have no dqubt that 1t he
were ashed how many convictions fhere were tor
murder last year, he would be able fo give a farly
rapid «nswer However, I do thinhfthat we need to
modemise our systems so that ¢ven the police,
who happen to investigate thesg Cases, Can give
statistics on what the results ot the cases were

SAPS captam: charge of statutory rape

*8 Mr D HM GIBSON asifed the Mmister for
Safety and Secunty

(1) Whether a certiun cgptam, whose name has
been furmished to thie South African Pohice
Service for the purpose of his reply, 15
currently employgd by the SAPS, 1if so,

(2} whether aninteral inquiry was held by the
SAPS 1nto 4 chfirge of statutory rape lud
against hamt, 1ff not, why not, 1f so, what
was the outcompe of the investigation,

(3) whether he was promoted subsequent to
the conclusign of the mnvestigation, If so, {0
what rank,

(4} whether thg findings of the internal imves-
tigation were taken nto consideration
when a dgcision was taken on his promo-
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In another significant development
yesterday;.the. ANG announted an “mnno-
vative package” to give exclusive powers
to provinces while allowing national
overnding in eircumstances to be defined
1n the constitution

Unveiling a proposal listing exelusive

andmore extensive concurrent powers
for provinces, senior ANC negotiator
Pravin Gordhan said the package would
promote co-gperative governance among
| all three spheres of government.
This model of co-operative governance
| was being proposed mstead of the “com-
petitive and confrontational” federalism
backed by other parties.

Mr Meyer saud there was agreement on
the concept of the proposal for provincial
powers, but not yet on the details

But Demaocratic Party chief negotia-
tor Colin Eglin said earlier yesterday
that legal opinion which had been'sought
by his party was that the ANC-NP agree-
ment on provinces failed to give them suf-
ficient execlusive powers t6 satisfy the
principles entrenched 1n the interim con-
stitution '

The inkatha Freedom Party, which has
boycotted the national constitution-writ-
ing process: for more than a year, also
claimed that the agreement on provinces |
would be rejected by the constitutional
court. . \ )

A breakthrough was reached last mght
on the language clause, elimmating one of
the “big four” 1ssues which have plagued
negotiators . l

The language clause satisfies NP
demands by ensuring that, at provincial
level, at least two languages must have
official statug It also requires loecal gov-
ernments {0 consider language usage |
and preferences in their communities
when deciding official language policy

In addition, 1t 1s understood that lead-
Ing parties are close to agreement on |
the property clause.

But the African Christian Democratic
Party said 1t would vote against the con- .
stitution because of the omission of the
| words “in humble submission to aimighty
| God” from the preamble, even though
' thFi VErsion agreed to yesterday contains
tflte words “May God protect our peo-
P e’ ,
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iJnioﬁ marches, threatens to_isolate facto
B 3 /5;‘-’5Cm ?4[???

About 4 000 members of the Na-
fonal Union of Metalworkers of
SA marched to the Rosco factory
m Rosslyn, Pretora, yesterday de-
manding the remstatement of 193
employees distrussed 1n Novem-
ber during a labour dispute

The union gave the spare-

L . &ty
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parts manufa veri days o
comply with 1ts demand or face a
national strike In 2 memorandum
handed to factory representative
Prero Rossi, Numsa sard 1t would
call for 1solation of the company
by the country’s labour force

“We know that Nissan, BMW

L)

)

1A -
""'I-

Koz

SA, Mercedes-Benz, Satticor and

other motor assembly plants use
parts or components from Rosco,”
regional secretary Sam Tsiane
said “We will launch a national
action in which we wall urge our
members to refuse to handle any-
thing from Rosco.” - Sapa
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. ABOUT 150 Southern Life ens
| ployees have vowed t0 continue
| with indefimite strike action
and picketing unless manage-
| ment agrees to demands for
| scrappmg the “no work, no pay’
| -condition 1mposed on strikers.
.' «The strike, which began'10
| days’ago, was mitially linked
| wnth the suspension of an em-
| ployee but the suspension was
| hhfted ' yesterday Workers are
| now also demanding the res1g-
| nation of two managers

, A=(152 )
{ SouthernLi e strike ,;,_ |




Toyota strike sees

drop ic%)%_%g sa

Edward West

LOST production from the recent
strike at Toyota SA drove March
new car sales down 13,4% to
18 536 umts against the same
month a year ago, figures released
yesterday by the National Associ-
ation of Automobile Manufactur-
ers of SA (Naamsa) showed.

Naamsa said the lower sales
had confirmed indications of a
slowdown 1n the economy, after al-
lowing for the loss of productiont at
Toyota SA.

Accordingly forecasts of 5% ve-
hicle sales growih thus year would
have to be revised downwards.

Toyota SA said the gtrike 1n
March, costing about R300m 1
sales, had resulted m a roduct
shortfall which distorted the mar-
ket. “The impact can be seen clear-
1y 1n the sales of our two key prod-
ucts, the Corolla and the Hilux,”
said Toyota SA marketing director
Johan van Zyl. In March 2 194
Corolla/Conquests were sold com-
pared with 3 650 1n February.

Overall, March total vehicle
sales fell 11% to 30 885 aganst
34 708 1n the corresponding peri-
od last year and 8% agamnst the
99 454 units sold m February.
Over the three month fpermd from
January total sales fell 2,4% to
91 719 units. March light com-
mercial vehicle sales fell 8.7% to
11 176 umits compared with a year
ago. Medium si1zed truck sales 1n-
creased 28,2% to 450 unifs over
March last year. Heavy truck
sales of 723 umts were 6% up on

8

Fehruary, but were virtually stat-
ic against March last year.

For the second time m three
months Samcor took number one
spot 1n the market in terms of ve-
hicle sales. Marketing MD Arthur
Mutlow said the company had
reached a record monthly produc-
tron figure of 7 563 units in March

He attributed the dechne in in-
dustry sales also to a ghut of used
vehicles. Samcor yesterday cut
the prices of its one ton bakkies
between R2 371 and R7 849

Naamsa said the new vehicle
market remamed extremely com-
petitive and the industry was vul-
nerable to exchange rate deprecl-
ation resulting in upward cost
firEBﬂurEB for both imported and

ocally produced vehicles.

Busimess confidence had come
under pressure in recent months,
and with real interest rates re-
maining high, there was a gerious
negative effect on private expen-
diture and disposable incomes
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Firestone could face a

boycott 0{ lﬂ;s p

/ ur i
O
Renee Grawitzky %

FIRESTONE SA — 1n the throes of a
month-long strke over retrenchments
and restructuring — could face a con-
sumer boycott of its products by auto-
manufacturing workers.

National Union of Metalworkers of
SA spokesman Tony Kgobe warned
yvesterday that the industrial action at
Firestone could accelerate into a con-
sumer boycott after motor manufactur-
ing shop stewards resoived to approach
their employers to put pressure on
Firestone management to resolve the
d1f;§ute He said the shop stewards had
mdicated that if employers failed to
put pressure on Firestone then they
wuull:l refuse to handle any Firestone
products

The legal strike by about 1 000
workers at Firestone’s Port Elizabeth
plant followed a lengthy dispute over
retrenchments and possible further re-
trenchments as a result of restructur-
ing and productivity improvements.

The strike had cost the company
more than R23m 1n lost turnover.

Sapa reports the company said 1t
was operating at about 30% of capac-
1ty. Last year 120 workers were re-
trenched after the parties were unable
to reach agreement during the consul-

tion process. Some of thegse wofkers
mncluded those whose jobs had become
redundant after the company stopped
producing passenger tubes

During this lengthy dispute, the
union accused the company of untlat-
erally restructuring without prior con-
sultation and of adopting a “closed
minded approach”

The company said that in December
last year the union and shop stewards
were informed and inwvited to partici-
pate in discussions on how to overcome
a number of problems facing Firestone
and the industry in terms of the influx
of cheaper imports and the need to be-
come globally competitive

Firestone had imndicated that im-

orts 1n the last year more than dou-

led and the number of brands avail-
able increased from 30 to more than
100 1n the last year

Kgobe said since the start of the
strike, the umion had made two ap-
gruaches to meet with the company,

ut during thege meetings the compa-
ny had refused to change its position

Meanwhile, the three-day strike by
an estimated 3 000 workers at Delta
Motor Corporation in Port Elizabeth
ended lasé?.['hursday after the parties
agreed to refer a dispute over incentive
gschemes to mediation.
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Johannesburg — Clerical ‘workers
at Southern Life’s regronal office
mn Johannesburg were demed [
access to theirr workstations yes- [EERsp
terday, several days after they
returned to work following an 11-
day illegal strike

The workers responded by set-
ting off firecrackers, toy1-toying
and singing k

The access deral followed the
employees’ return to work after
the stuke, preapitated by what
workers alleged to be a wrongful
suspension of a colleague. She
was subsequently remstated and
the striking employees returned to
work last Wednesday r

But Stanley Bezwdenhout, a
member of the co-ordinating com-
muttee for the stnking workers,
sard that on Thursday he and sev-
eral others found their electroruc
access cards no longer opened the
building’s doors. .

They were then told that they
would not be allowed back to
work unless they signed a form R k) )
stating that they would propetly TR e At e T SN R
fulfil the terms of thewr employ-  SQUTHERN SAMBA Workers toyi-toy: yesterday afler being

ment contract Workers were sus-
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picwous of the formws, he said, and dered access to workstations v . 4y, JOIET WOODROOF |

did not want to sign them . I e RIS L T
Paul Christie, Southern Lafe’s  different format” L e "before bemng allowed back to

general manager of life customer He said workers had refused  work. T Tt

service in Cape Town, said to perform backlogged work and - Southern Life had msttuted
“Wednesday’s return wasn't a .did not fulfil the duties spectfied * legal achon agamnst the workers to
proper return to work, but merely  1n their contracts That was why  prevent them from confinuing
5 contnuation of the strike mn a  they were given the form to sign with demonstrations, he said

-



Teacher stayaway at 75 Kwa S
y killed}, uwn's%ul L&nuﬁes said the at- —Zuma é';lgas =

Farouk Chothia

DURBAN — Classes for more than
80 000 pupils 1n KwaMashu were can-
celled yesterday after teachers stayed
away to highhght security problems in
the Durban townsh

SA Democratic Teachers’ Umnion
(Sadtu) KwaZulu-Natal secretary Nd-
aba Gewabaza said teachers had taken
part 1n a stayaway at 75 schools to
highhght the detemorating securty
situation 1n the township Gunmen en-
tered JE Ndlovu High School last
month, killing a teacher, M Ndabe, 1n
front of pupiis There were rumours
that other teachers would also be

H

tack on teachers was a spillover of gang
warfare mmvolving unemployed cadres
of Umkhonto weSizwe who were ter-
rorising residents KwaMashu 18 an
ANC stronghold

Gewabaza said the attacks on teach-
ers were threatening the union’s cam-
paign to create a culture of learming
and teaching 1n schools Pupils from
two schools had not been attending
classes since last year

ANC KwaZulu-Natal spokesman
Dumisam1 Makhaye said that Ndabe
had been klled because his brother
was a gang member A day afier lns
death, ANC national chairman Jacob

00

ad ¢alled a meeting of the var-
ious gangs.

He warned them that any person in-
volved 1n Ikallings would no longer be
regarded as an ANC supporter There
had been no deaths related to gang-
warfare since, Makhaye said

Gowabaza said Sadtu had sched-
uled a mass meeting today Semor po-
lice officers and ANC leaders were ex-
pected to attend

It was possible that classes would
resume next week, he saad

Makhaye saad police had arrested
several rngleaders, but some had been
released on bail Police and courts had
to be firm 1n such cases, he said
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Govt tries |

THE EASTERN Cape Government
has intervened to try to end a five-
week strike by workers at Port
Elizabeth’s Firestone plant

More than 1 000 workers downed
tools when Firestone announced the
retrenchment of 120 workers as part
of cutbacks to survive the removaj
of taniff protection for local pro-
ducers

To date the strike has cost the
company R24 mullion in turnover -
a figure which grows by R1 mullion
for every day the strike continues —
and workers R7,5 million in wages

Management claims daily tyre
production 1s down from 4 000 to
I 200, but union organser Tony
Kgobe 1s reluctant to accept the fig-
léres since Firestone took on scab la-

our

Racial tensions

“They are raising racial tensions
by bringing 1in white workers to
break the strike,” he says, admitting
the working relationship between
Mmanagement and the union has
“compietely broken down”

to patch up
rupture a

tyre plant

[

s

b

Having spoken to both sides at the |
Port Elizabeth plant on Wednesday,
Eastern Cape economic affairs
MEC Smuts Ngonyama continued
efforts to patch therr relationship by
mviting them to Bisho on Thursday

He spent much of the day shut-
tling between Firestone managers
and union officials, who by late the
afternoon had yet to sit around the
same table.

Talks had not resumed by late
afterncon when the union’s rejection
of Firestone’s R4,1 milhion retrench-
ment deal and their demand of R14
million still stood

Intervention

Firestone managing director
Steve Shiller refused 1o say more
than that he hoped the government’s
intervention would bring the parties
back to the negotiating table

Port Elizabeth 1s home to Delta
and Uitenhage to Volkswagen. Both
motor manufacturers draw on a
large support industry which pro-
duces goods from sun roofs to tyres
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" Health Mimister Nkosa-

“ to get foreign doctors to

-

2 - BUSINESS DAY, Monday, April 15 1996

L A .

Zuma tours
Germany

' Kathryn Stracha@

zana Zuma left yester-

day for Germany where

she wall discuss recruit-

mg German doctors to

- serve 1n SA'g lected
areas =D Glzetir |
The discussibn’s' wi

the German heaith de-

partment are part of the
wider recruitment drive

work 1n remote areas 1n
SA 1n terms of mtergov-
ernmental agreements
The recruitment drive of
foreign doctors began
with the mmport of 100
Cuban doctors who ar-
rived 1n SA last month

However, there are
still nearly 2 000 posts
which need to be filled
over the next two years
In rural parts of the
country

Department sources
said 1t was also looking
mnto recrmting doctors
from Egypt

During the week-long
visit Zuma and her del-
egation will also mvest1-
‘gate how Germany has
approached health is-
sues such as 1ts health
msurance system and al-
80 how the private and
public health sectors
lintgrant

Truth commission

hearings begin to
40 15]4fak,

Wyndham Hartley

CAPE TOWN — The first formal hear-
ings of the truth commassion get under
way today 1 spite of a Constatiztional
Court challenge which could end its ex-
istence and appeals from famalies of
slamn activists to halt 1ts proceedings
until the matter has been decided

While the Constitutional Court de-
cided on Friday that 1t could not accede
to an application from the Biko, Mx-
enge and Ribewro families to put the
hearings on hold, the challenge to the
constitutionality of the commission
will be dectded 1n a few weeks

The truth commssion itselfhas also
turned down a request from the fam-
ihes to delay hearings until the apph-
cation has been decided and this has
again raised the possibility of an ur-
gent interdict application being lodged
1n the Grahamstown Supreme Court to
try and halt today’s hearings 1n East
London

The respondents 11 the challenge to
the commission’s constitutionahty,
President Nelson Mandela, Justice
Mimister Dullah Omar and the com-
mission itself, now have time to formal-
ly announce their mtention to defend
the action and to supply heads of ar-
gument agamst the contention that the
commission robs the wvietims of therr
constitutional right to legal redress

Of the more than 200 cases before

o {332 office,

25 to 30 will testfy during the next
four days on human rights abuses that
include deaths in detention, disappear-
ances, abductions and violence result-
ing from party political nvalry,

Names of alleged perpetrators of

these abuses and crimes are likelv to be N

mentioned over the four days and some
“well-known” people are expected to be
named,

According to the commssion they
have been informed of the possibility
and given an nﬁp ortumity to respond.

After the Eastern Cape hearings
the truth ecommission wn]f hold hear-
ings 1 Gauteng, Western Cape and
KwaZulu-Natal but the target dates
for these hearings could be influenced
by the lessons which will undoubtedly
be learnt over the next four days. For
example, no one knows how long inds-
viduals will require and, if perpetra-
tors are named, how long 1t take
for them to be allowed a chance to put
their side of the story

The Constitutional Court challenge
18 the chmax of weeks of controversy
which mmcludes the commssion’s first
mcident of a dishonest witness claim-
1ng to have knowledge of human rights
abuses, a brush wath the justice de-
partment over the speed with which a
witness protection plan was bemng 1m-

lemented and the choice of its staff
eng slammed as overtly political

Chemical workers to sta

1 : %@ﬁ%%)

Renee Grawitzky

THE chemical mmdustry faces a na-
tional stayaway tomorrow when
40 000 Chemical Workers’ Indus-
trial Umon members march in an
attempt to break the deadlock
with employers over the powers of
the chemical bargaiming council

' S1x umons party to discussions
on the estabhshment of a bargain-
mng council are demanding over-
riding powers for the central

0O 1S ]

structure while chemical employ-
ers supported the view that the
separate subchambers should
have overriding powers Differ-
ences also existed over the num-
ber of sectoral subchambers
Marches will take place mm Pre-
toria, Johannesburg, Port Eliza-
beth, East London, King Williams
Town, Cape Town and Durban as
part of the umion’s programme of
action adopted at its national bar-
gaining conference in March

tor Fanie Ernest gaid that over-
time bans had be In some com-
pantes while a large number of
amgluyers had held discussions
with union representatives at
]Jlant level to implement plans to
essen the mmpact of tomorrow’s
planned action on production

The parties have agreed to
meet later this week to discuss m-
terim arrangements for wage ne-
gotiations this year
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Crisis meeting fails to end union deadlock

Cosatu digs

in heels

over str

By Sagﬁ Ferty, CHARLOTTE MATHEWS
AND CHRISTO VOLSCHENK

Johannesburg — Cosatu’s  strike
will go ahead tomorrow despite a
meeting between the government,
business and trade umons yester-
day to settle a deadlock over the
labour relations and property claus-
es in the new constitution

President Nelson Mandela met
semior polificians and labour and
business leaders in Pretona to try to
resolve the conflicting views on
whether the constitubion should
mclude a night to lock out strking
workers and to what extent proper-
ty nghts should be protected

The constituisonal 1ssues and
Cosatu’s strnike have sparked con-
Cérm among Investors, promping
the rand to fall to a record low of
R4,58 agawnst the dollar m trading
on Friday,

The rand recovered to R4,445 1n
late trade before firming to R4,36 m
thin after hours trading at the week-
end after the Reserve Bank boosted
its key rate by one percentage

Sam Shulowa, the general secre-
tary of Cosatu, Danid Brink, the
chairman of Absa, Conrad Strauss,
the chairman of Standard Bank, FW
de Klerk, the deputy president, and

xS

t e seruor NP negohator Roelf
Meyer and his ANC counferpart
Cynl Ramaphosa were among
those who attended the meeting
Trevor Manuel, the finance minister,
and Alec Erwin, the trade and
industry mumster, were also at the

talks
“I thunk that the meeting was

very frank and therefore construc-
tive because all the parhes were
addressing the urgent problems of
the nation,” Brink said

Shilowa said after leaving the
meeting that the parties would con-
tinue to meet to discuss economic
1ssues, even as Cosatu pursues
tomorrow’s national strike

Parks Mankahlana, Mandela’s

okesman, said after the meehng
Iat the negotating parties would

gather again today “to finahse the

wurdmg of these clauses”

Ramaphosa saxd he was oph-
mistic that the conshtuton would
be ready by the May 8 deadline

Analysts remained unconvinced
that Mandela’s prompt meeting
with stakeholders in the economy
would calm jpittery mvestors, espe-
cially foreigners who have largely
been responsible for the rand’s
18 percent devaluation m the past
nine weeks
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agement at the Firestone tyre plant 10 Port Eliza-
has ended, have

beth where a six-week sirike
the viabiity of the

agreed to work together to ensure
‘ plant
and the National Unin of Metal-

Management
workers of SA reached an agreement 10 end the
‘ strike which began on March 7 Employees began

returnmng io work today
kesmah Howard Ferguson said

loyees would be paid severance
three weeks' pay - Sapa

- —

mrestone sPpO
120 former empb
| packages equal to
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" The 1ssue of the restructur-

ing of state assets has re-
surfaced at Eskom, where
at least 2 000 workers have
embarked on a mass ac-
tion campaign to oppose
the planned privatisation
of a part of the parastatal

The National Union of
Mineworkers yesterday
began lunch-time demon-
strations at Eskom depots
agamnst the alleged urilat-
eral restructuring of the
distribution wing

The protests were a
prelude to a march on Es-
kom offices in Witbank by

action ¢am
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about 2 000 workers today
The campaign would cul-
mmate with a march on
Eskom’s headquarters

The NUM said work-
ers were angry at plans to
restructure Eskom, particu-
1::11'2_/l the distribution wing
without consultation

“We are also angry at
the way m which plans
have been drawn up to sell
the previously mothballed
power stations to private
owners on the pretext of
introducng competition.”

An engmeer said a
lengthy strike would lead
to huge losses and possible
disruption of services




Workers to protest

Ul derya

Labour Reporter

Expected marches today
by over 40000 chenmucal

workers to press home de-
mands for the establish-
ment of national central bar-
ammng structures are just
e beginnung of a broader
mass achion campaign.
The Chemical Workers'
Industrial Umon, which
has speatheaded the cam-
paign sice early last year,
vowed yesterday 1ts mem-
bers would not work over-
time and would embark
on other nahonwide ac-
tions untl the issue had
been resolved
Employers have slam-
med today's marches, to
take place i Johannesburg
and other cthies across the
country, as “irresponsible”,
saymg a government-bro-
kered meeting wouid take
place as soon as separate
talks with the two parhes
had been concluded
Employer representa-
tive Farue Ernst said yes-

)
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terday that
unions mn the mdustry
were also at loggerheads
with employers over the
structure of the envisaged
central bargaming struc-
ture, none had yet deaded
on mass action as there
were still avenues to ex-
plore to try to resolve the
differences

The urnuons are de-
manding that a natonal
bargaining councii be set
up with powers to over-
rule any deasion taken by
four sectoral bargamng
chambers serviang the
dafferent employers

But Ernst said the
unique nature of the mdus-
try, which encompassed
petrol, medical, explosives,
soap and other manufac-
turers, could not afford to
have sectoral chambers
which could be overruled
by the national body.

Further, employers
also needed to see the -
dustry davided into 13 ser-
tors instead of four as the
umons demanded

- - ~ T
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Numsa warns of a

PORT ELIZABETH —
National Union of Metal-
workers of SA (Numsa)
officials warned yester-
day that the widening
gulf between workers
and management was
becoming & IREJOr Crisis
for SA1ndustry

The umon officals

s of episls’ looming fopindusiry

of a five-week strke at
tyre manufacturer Fire-
stone, which ended this
week Production at the
tyre maker's plant 1n
Korsten, Port Ehzabeth,
resumed yesterday.
Numsa regilonal sec-
retary Mbuyiselo Ng-

to be learnt from the
strike was that organ-
wsed, uniomsed work-
forces were able to pre-
vent managements um-
laterally changing rules
of employment and
working conditions.

He saixd while Numsa
was not opposed to the
restructurmg of induos-
tries hard it by tum-
bling tariffs and interna-
tional competition, the
union did not want this
to be done unilaterally.

“Nunsa, as a national
union, has demonstrated
its fullest commitment
and respect to open and
genuine, good faith nego-
tiations on all matters
relating to basic condi-
tions of employment, re-
structuring, retrench-
ments and general chal-
lenges which are
confronting union-man-
agement relationships ”

In terms of the agree-
ment reached on Mon-

day the retrenchment of

120 workers would stand
but the affected workers
would recerve margmal-
ly improved packages.

In addition, 129 work-

ry

those who suffered 1l
health would recelve an

mmproved package
Negwenda said. “We
may have been a bit un-

faar on some of our mem-
bers who have records of
long service We compro-
misedalot”

Meanwhile, Firestone
human resources mane-
ager Howard Ferguson |
sa1d the four-week strike
at 1ts Eastern Cape fac-
tory cost it R26m 1n lost
production “It has cost
us about R1m a day. The
strike lasted 26 days ” —
Ecna, Reuter.




Marching chemical workers

Labour Reporter

The Chemical Workers’ Industral
Unton has threatened further
mass action in the wake of its na-
ttonwide marches yesterday to
press home 1ts demands

In memoranda yesterday
handed to employers and Gov-
ernment representatives all over
the country - including Constitu-
tional Assembly charrperson Cyrd
Ramaphosa m Cape Town - the
union warned that if employers
did not accede to demands for the
establishment of an all-powerful
national bargaiming chamber, fur-
ther action would be taken

Thousands of uruon members
marched on the Union Buildings,
Parliament and provinaal legisla-
tures in support of the union’s
long-standing demand for a na-
tonal, centralised bargamng
forum for the whole ndustry.

The urton yesterday also de-
manded that the night of employ-
ers to lock out workers during
strikes or other mdustnal action,
not be included in the final const-
tution.

Spokesman Nelson Mthom-
bent said yesterday 1f employers
did not respond positively to the
memoranda handed to them, the
uron would dewise further ac-
hon

“We are prepared to meet em-
ployers whenever they wish butif

o] e s areen

they do not respond positively,
we will continue to strengthen the
campaign,” he said

Already, the union’s members
are refusing to work overtime.
They also plan to orgaruse march-
es and demonstrahons when the
dispute over centralised bargain-

ing 15 brought to the concihation
board ’
All s1x reco d unions in

the chemical mdustry are de-

- Unions want
. centralised
1 bargaining
i chamber

mandmg a central bargaining
structure -

Employer representative Farue

Ernst has said that a meeting to
try to resolve the dispute, bro-
kered by Government representa-
tives, may be in the offing and the
deaision to start mass action by
the union was “irresponsible”

Sapa reports that the union’s
president, Abraham Agulhas, said
in Cape Town yesterday 1t was a
fundamental musconception that
employers’ nght to lock out bal-
anced workers’ right to strike,

Workers had only therr labour
to sell, whereas employers owned
and controlled the means of pro-
duction, he said




Texhle strikes may
£ ¢ de!werles
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WAGE strikes by textile workers 1n Durban could
affect deliveries of new cars

The workers, members of the Southern African
Clothing and Textile Workers’ Union (Sactwu),
stopped work yesterday at Island View Holdings, a
company which supplies upholstery and carpeting
to Toyota, VW, BMW and Mercedes Benz

The union’s regional organiser, Chris (;ina, warned
that workers at the. company’s other plants ecould join
1 sympathy if the strike confinued for long. The com-
pany has plants in Port Elizabeth and East London

Mr Gina said workers had decided on the strike
rather than a go-stow becaunse of their frustration
with management’&reﬁlsal to move ﬁ'om itsruﬁ'erof

| an eight percent wage increase - » wm; ;

Workers were demanding a 12 percent increase 1n
wages, 20} days’ annual leave, an 1ncentive bonus and
a one percent increase 1t the company’s contribution
to the provident fund

This threat to the motor industry follows a six
week stmke by more than 1000 employees at the
Firestone tyre plant, which ended on Tuesday.




Labour Reporter

PROTESTING old age home
i workers have focused attention on
the fate of elderly people who
need frail care as well as the
t struggle of workers for trade
union recognition on the eve of
the implementation of the new
| Labour Relations Act

A plan to move elderly people
who need frail care to new homes
was one of the issues which
sparked a protest by nurses and
general workers employed by the
privately-run Cape-Peninsula
Organis atmqﬂt;or the Aged (CPOA),
at 1ts head office in Rondebosch

The workers, members of the
In-house Cape Peninsula Employ-
ees’ Forum (CAPEFR), demanded
that management mvolve them,
the aged and their relatives mn
plans to rationalise the homes
t The plan to turn some homes
into frail eare centres also means
| that staff will be transferred.

Negotiations this week between

CPOA management and worker
representatives appear to have
resulted in an undertaking that
there will be consultation about
how rationalisation oceurs, and
the parties will meet again
early May to discuss this and
workers’ other grievances.

Besides their immediate con-
cern about rationalisation of
CPOA sub-economic old age
homes, workers are also aggriev-
ed at their working conditions
| “Management simply refuses

protest _con%g

-
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to ’I-E nrf?c' %gund faith with

employees,” said CAPEF organ-
1ser Vicky Gelderbloem.

He said most workers earned
less than R850 a month, manage-
ment had umiaterally cut work-
ers’ 1865 bonuses by 25 percent,
and there was no medical aid for
employees below.the rank of
SUpervisor or sister

Worker representatives were
also not allowed to meet with
employees at.their workplaces.

Mr Gelderbloem said CAPER
had signed up about 700 of the
CPOA’s 1 000 employees.

» CAPEF had been formed about
elght, months ago, he said, because
workers were afraid of joiming
established trade unions

Chief executive officer William
Rauch said the CPQOA did not
have a recognifton agreement
with any trade union, because
none of them had a significant
number of staff as members. How-
ever, he said there had never
been a problem with unions and
that lms organisation held dis-
cussions with several unions who
had members at 1ts homes.

CAPEF, he satd, “make up less
than 10 percent of the staff”
Asked how he knew this, Be said
he judged this from the nuthber of
people who had turned;;;gp for
the placard demonstratipn.

There were liaison committees
at workplaces through which man-
agement communicated,,

Mr Rauch said rationalisation §
was because of a cut in subsidies
from the beginning of April.
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BY JON BEVERLEY

Durban — Trading conditions for T&N
Holdings’ motor equipment supply com-
pames i the first quarter were hampered
by strikes at original equipment manufac-
turers, delayng factory delveries, David
Carruthers, the chairman, reported at the
annual meeting yesterday

He said domestic activity levels were
not as buoyant as last year with busmess
confidence dampened by the deteriorating
exchange rate But the exchange rate would
have a positive effect on T&N's export per-
formance, he said

The integration of the Connoisseur
business that was bought from Delta
recently into the heat-transfer division had
been successful and “the performance 1s 1n
hne with expectations”

Carruthers said the group remame
committed to becoming globally compet:-
ve and “consequently technological
enhancements have mproved productivity
and customer service levels are continually
bemng addressed”,

+The 1mportance of the export drive by
motor manufacturers 1 responge to the
motor mdustry development programme
had been stressed m the recent anral
report, he said

Carruthers smd T&N was securing
contracts indirectly with European manu.
that would have a positive effect
on future performance and cushion an
expected softening of overseas markets

David Carruthers, charrnian of T&N
Holdings, m Duiban yesterday for the
8roup’s annual meeting ‘

Carruthers said after the meeting that
he had been impressed by a visit to the Port
Ehzabeth plants, which had settled down
and were doing well

T&N's strategy for the South African
and international groups was to have its
factories produce parts without duplica-
tion, he sard

Each factory would have to be competi-
tve and wage mcreases were linked to
‘mprovements in produchivity, Carruthers
said
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! iﬁi g process to ensure osatu concerns

were addressed
Cosatu 15 demanding the exclusion

d target big business, the of lockout and property nights clauses

Renee Grawitzky ! 6_-2

THE April 30 national stiike called by
Cosatu woul

NP and DP — to press them to accede from the constitution, that powers

to Cosatu demands on
pqrhgﬂlcayly exclu

Iﬁkdiémgsiuu to this_effept was taken
by a Cosatu special executive cornmii-

yesterday

the constatution, granted provinces do not lead to frag-
8101 qg' a lockout mentation of “national coheston”, and a
‘ ban on the death penalty

Cosatu general secretary Sam

Shilowa, speaking after Cosatu’s hving

tee meeting, following an updated re- wage olicy conference yesterday, gaxd

port by Consthitutional Assembly chair- the

wanted to use the lockout

man Cyril Ramaphosa mﬁthe outcome  clause as “a barganing chip for other

of bilateral meetings he

the ANC and NP. The mtention was to
put pressuxe on the cunsitututmn writ-

f

ad held with  1ssues” In addition, he said, the NP

Continued onPage 2
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was trying to force a confrontation be-
tween the ANC and Cosatn

He! mndicated, however, that the
draft constitution Bill before Parlia-
ment this week would not include the
lockout provision. . .

Cosatu called on the ANC to opt for
a referendum on constitutional 18sues
rather than accept positions that
would make “pohitical, social and eco-
nomic transformation impossible”.

The strike on April 30 would be pre-
ceded]?ﬁ' mass demonstrations on April
26, e Cosatu warned that furt%er

action could be announced at May Day
rallies nationwide

Shilowa warned “we really mean
business” and “will show FW de Klerk,
Tony Leon and big busmess that work-
ors of this country will not rest untal
our objective hagbeen achieved” “'

The announcement of a npational
strike overshadowed discussion and
adoption of a number of resolutions at
Cosatiu’s wage policy conference

Regolutions adopted related to em-
ployment standards, pubhc sector
transformation and state asset ;re-
structuring; the implementationof the
LRA; a pational mimmum and hiving
wage; strategies around wage bargain-
mg: developmg consensus within the
National Economic, Devolpment and
Labour Council and restructuring the
electricity distribution mdustry. ?
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POLITICAL STAFF

THE ANC has thrown 1is weight
behind the national strike called for
Apnl 30 by the Congress of South
African Trade Unions

The national strike — as well as
strthes and pickets this Friday — are
intended to give weight to Cosatu’s
positions on the final constitution,
which the ANC shares

The constitution 1s to be tabled as a
bill before a joint sitting of Pathament
tomorrow Cosatu’s action has been
timed for the run-up to the Constitu-
tional Assembly’s vote on the consuitu-
tion on May 8

“The constitutional positions
around which Cosatu 1s mobilising are
those that the ANC has long main-
tained,” the ANC said 1n a statement
yesterday “They are crifical to

ensuring that EQ

foundation for a society based on
equality, justice and freedom "

ANC sources said the party support-
ed Cosatu’s demand that the final con-
stitution should not include the nghts
of employers to lock striking trade
anionists out of production plants.
The nghts have been a feature of the
interim constitution Lol

The sources said the ANC was con-
fident that even without this being
entrenched in the constitution,
employers had nghts within the law
that enabled them to exercise the lock-
out option. . ‘

They also said that the ANC, if
faced with the prospect of having to
vote for a clause 1t could not fuily sup-
port, would back Cosatu’s demand
that the “property clause” be dropped
from the final constitution




At

one with Cosatu that boss’s right

should be dropped from constrtution

By Parnick Buicen
Political Correspondent

he African Nattonal Con-

gress has thrown its weight

behuind a one-day natronal
strike on April 30 called by the
Congress of South African Trade
Unions at the weekend in support
of therr common constitutional
objectives,

There will also be stkes and
pickets on Friday These actions
tahe place i the run-up to the
Constitutional Assembly’s vote
on the final constitution on May 8

The constitution 1s due to be
tabled &s a bull before a jomnt sit-
tng of Parhament tomorrow
opened by President Nelson
Mandela

The ANC's backing of the
Cosatu action - reminuscent of the
ANC alhance mass action before
the adoptron of the mtertm const-
tution - suggests a penod of m-
ttnse  pohtical manoeuvring
ahead both inside and outside of
the CA as the parhes jostle for
thex positions to be mcluded in
the final constitution

ANC sources satd the party
supported Cosatu’s demand that
the nghts of employers to lack
string trade umorusts out of
production plants as contamned
in the interm constitution be
done away with The sources
said the ANC was confident that
emplovers had nights within the
law to allow them to exercise the
lockout option without Hhs
bemg entrenched n the constitu-
fion

The sources also said the ANC
would back Cosatu’s demand for
the so-called “property clause” n

>

the final constituton to be
dropped 1f the ANC was faced
with the prospect of having to
vote for a property clause it could
not fully support

The ANC said 1n a statement
yesterday that it would also back
actions over the next two weeks
by “workers, students and an-
zens of this country (who) will be
articulating thewr support for a
fully democratic constitution

“The ANC supports the nght
of all South Africans to demon-
strate peacefully i support of their
positions on the consttution *

The ANC said 1t was calbng on
“freedom-loving South Africans to
support Cosatu’s 24-hour national
strike on 30 Apnl around key out-
standing constitutronal 1ssues -
and to partiapate i the pickets
and strikes on Apnl 26

“The conshtutional positrons
which Cosatu 13 mobilising
around are posittions which the
ANC has long mamntamed They
are 1ssues wheeh are cntical to ep-
sunng that the constitution lays
the toundation for a society based
on equakity, jastice and freedom.

“Those parttes which are seek-
Ing t0 entrench fundamentally
undemocratic provisions m the
constitution must reahse that the
people of this country wall not ac-
cept a constitution which ham-
pers the democratic transforma-
tica of thus country

Thetabhng oft! e Constitubion
Bill tomorrow 15 a lustonc mo-
ment for the country’s pohical
evolution and signals the start of
Infense jockeying on the part of
pohtical parties to have 1t amend-
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. An ANC souree sald he did
fot expeet that the ANC would
1 bring amendments but that this
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SANDF soldiers keep a watchfui eye as President Mandela’s helico
of the Donnybrook massacre and addressed a rally in Edendale.
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pter leaves an ANC rally at Creightan, in the Ixopo area yesterday Mandela also -
P KZN election on course ~ Page 3




Opposition slams

ANC’s strike st
POLITICAL STAFF 6@ / 52)

CT 23 [ (
OPPOSITION parties in Parliame t% ezlée out strongly

against the ANC’s support for a one-day national strike
next Tuesday r

Cosatu called the national stnike, as well as strikes or
pickets on Friday, to protest against the continued mclu-
ston of the so-called lockout clause 1n the draft constitu-
tion. The clause gives employers the constitutional right to
lock striking wotkers out of production plants

The lock-out was a controversial inclusion m the mter-
im constitution which Cosatu opposed 1n 1993 and which
it said then 1t would oppose n the final constitution

The ANC said at the weekend it supported Cosatu’s
strike action and the federation’s position on the “lock-
-out’clause < .. -t L oe 2 4w e

The constitution 1s due to be tabled at a two-day sitting
of the Constitutional Assembly which starts today

NP secretary-general Mr Roelf Meyer called the strike
“irresponsible, silly and unacceptable”, saying 1t was unjus-
tified during negotiations. “It is also unacceptable and dis-
appomting that the ANC supports Cosatu’s achons while
being a party to the negotations ”

DP negotiator Senator James Selfe said the strike was
“an outrageous example of wrresponsibility” and said the
current draft “Is already one of the most labour-fiendly in
the entire world” Further concessions to Iabour “wil] tip
SA into one of the most investment-unfriendly countries”

¥
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Apparent backtracking by ruling party

after criticism from several quarters

A
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he Cosatu call for an Apnl

I 30 general strike 1s under a
barrage of condemnation

from pohitical and business organ-
1sations, and the ANC appeared

to be backiracking today when 1t
” a statement in

moved to “danfy
whach 1t expressed full support
Cosatu’s actions
spokesman Ronne

Mamoepa said the final decision
on whegler or not to fully support
Cosatu’s achion wall be taken by
the ANC constituttonal structures,
He expressed hopes that the
ANC's national workmng commut-
tee, which meets every week, wall
also deliberate on the 1ssue

Mamoepa said in principle
the ANC supported Cosatu’s
right to strike and engage m other
peaceful protest n support of
their demands

He repeated the orgamsation’s
backing for Cosatu’s position on
the lock-out clause

National Party leader Deputy
President F W de Klerk yesterday

joined the chorus which rejected
what would be the giant trade

urion federahion’s first major
protest aganst the Government of
National Unty

De Klerk said the planned
one-day natorial strike would
lead to a further fall in the value of
the rand

He challenged the ANC to re-
ject Cosatu’s stayaway call

Pohtical and business organisa- 4

tions have warned that investors
will be scaredtoff an’Zrared that
the beleaguered rand il take a
further dive
- The strike, which has been sup-
ported by the Pan Africarust Con-
gress, may also lead to some work-
ers taking next Monday off to give
themselves a five-day long week-
end that would end with the offi-
aal May 1 holiday, the Afrtkaanse
Handelsimsttuut (AHI) warned
yesterday

The 1,6 mullion-member Cosatu
said at the weekend it would
mount the strike, as well as march-
es and pickets on Friday this weel,
to support 1ts demand that the
nghts of employers to lock striking
trade uruorusts out of production
plants, as contamed 1n the interim
constitution, be scrapped

The National Council of Trade
Unions, the second party mn a
shaky alhance of trade urion fed-
erations, has supported the action.

But the thurd party, the Federa-
tion of SA Labour Uruons (Fedsal),
15 unlikely to jomn Cosatu’s action,
secretary-general Dannhauser van
der Merwe said

The federation’s executive will
meet today to deaide whether to
jom Cosatu, but Van der Merwe
sard the two parties had areas of
disagreement and 1t was unlikely
Fedsal would join Cosatu

Business South Africa said 1t
deplored the strike call and was
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alarmed at the apparent support
by the ANC for “this confronta-
tional approach”

“Apart from the sertous conse-

uences for conshtution-making,
e signals Cosatu’s campaign send
to the international and mvesting
commuruty are also to be greatly
regretted,” BSA said

National Party secretary-gener-
al Roelf Meyer said the country
could 1l afford the action, which he
sard was “ irresponsible, silly and
unacceptable”

“There’s no justficahion for such
actions, It 15 also unacceptable and
disappomnting that the ANC sup-
ports Cosatu’s actions while being
a party to the negotiations itself

The Democratic Party said the
rand would go into freefall because
of the action, and that the ANC’s
backing of 1t was mexcusable
“What responsible government
anywhere m the world would en-
courage anationwide sirike?”

The IFP said it was “absurd
that Cosatu should encourage an
extremely costly and confronta-
aonal strtke merely because 1t 0s-
tensibly wants to express its views”

It said employees’ rnight to
strike should be counterbalanced
by employers’ rght to lock out

The SA Chamber of Busmess's
Gerrie Bezundenhout said the strike
was unfortunate Its impact would
depend on whether workers sup-
ported it, but it would hkely mcur
nulhions of rands n lost production

AHI president Mof Terre-
blanche said the strike could lead
to further depreciation of the rand.

Although this could improve
South Africa’s price competitive-
ness in the short term, 1t could also
lead to higher wage demands by
workers, headded | .

The strike has béfan called in the
runup to the May:8 vote on the
constitution, ol

The constitutidha 15 due to be
tabled ahead of a two-day sithing
of the Constitztional Assembly be-
ginnmg in Parhament today

Cosatu 15 also, calling for the
property clause m the new consti-
tution to be dropped and for the
constitution fo make no mention of
property nghts Although the
ANC supports this position, ANC
sources have mndicated the party
could support the Cosatu position
if it 15 faced with the prospect of
supEDrhng a tﬁmperty clause 1t 1s
not nappy wi
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ANGRY WORKERS: Strikers at Snosk Wholesalers in Philippi today where police used rubber bullets

Police fire rubber

bullets at
Philippi strlkers

ESTELLE RANDALL
Labour Reporter

AR 2344 L
THREE people were 1njured today when
pohce hred rubber bullets at striking
workers at Snoek Wholesalers in Philipp

The employees are members of the Food
and Allied Workers Umion (Fawu)

A fourth worker was 1njured during
attempts to stop a delwvery vehicle The dn-
ver was assaulted

The officer 1n command, Johan Hansen,
said he had ordered police to fire the rub-
ber bullets because workers had*broken a
window of the truck and had assauited the
driver

superintendent Hansen could confirm
that only one worker, Ann Fumbatha, had
been injured by police fire However, a
Fawu shop steward, Violet Dzikitt, said that
she had also seen Julie Williams and
Mawvis Qotoy1 shot

A unmon official had taken the three
women to a local day hospital

CONFRONTATION A potiice dog handler holds strikers at bay

She said she had also been hit buy a rub-
ber bullet but that it had oniy grazed her
arm

The tense standofif between police and
the empioyees was caimed after Fawu
organiser Ebrahim Wagied addressed
workers

Mr Wagled saild the workers were on a
legal strike after the union and the com-

Fany deadlocked during wage negotia-
10Nns

Last week the union held a strike ballot
which was cbserved by company repre-
sentatives The company had agreed with
the resuits of the ballot which showed
that the majority of workers - about 140 -
backed the strike The management was
not prepared to comment




- -
f’ i AL BT

J

orkers ready
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over lock-0
152

ESTELLE RANDALL
Labour Reporter ﬂ' f& ﬂr :U-l-:l ’ 6
WORKERS are ready for next t’;siy’s
general strike, which will go ahead unless
the National Party and Democratic Party
agree to drop their support for the lock-out
clause 1n the final constitution

Congress of South African Trade Unions
(Cosatu) general-secretary Sam Shilowa
said 1n Cape Town today that there could
be no eompromise over the demand that
the clause which would give employers
the right to lock out workers be dropped
from the constitution

He said that 1f other trade umon feder-
ations did not come out in support of the

strike call Cosatu would go it alone
He also dispelled suggestions that the

. strike did not have support from the ANC
and the SA Commumst Party « . * ’

Mr Shilowa said that excluding'a lock-out

' elause did not mean legislation could not

include lock-outs under specific ‘condi-
tions ‘' Cosatu had accepted that employers’
be given a circumseribed,right fo lock out
n the new Labour Relations Act

—_—
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strike ac 1?
By PATRIKK Bmz:q‘ q’

Cape Town - Congtess of South
African Trade Umons:secretary-
general Sam Shilowa said yester-
day he was confident the ANC was
fully belind Cosatu's

one—day ‘strike on Tuesday next

Sl‘lllﬂWﬂ made his comments

to journabists here as the ANC ap-

to back away from its ear-

lier statement of support for the
strike.

President Mandela yesterday
sought to allay fears about the
consequences of the looming ac-
tion.

He-told rters at Waterk-
loof air base that “this 1s not the
first time we are gomg to have a
mﬂ'_

The one-day strike next Tues- .

day, as well as strikes and pickets
on Fnday this week, have evoked
protests from opposition parties
and the business sector.

Shilowa said he had discussed
the stitke with ANC leaders and
that discussions had taken place
with ANC structures at regional
and local level at the suggestion of
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Yesterday, however, Afg

issued a statement sayng that
while it supported Cosatu’s pos:
tmnsandltsnghttocallastﬂce
the action had to be referred to the
ANC’s constitutional structures

At the weekend the ANChad
called on “all ﬁ'eedum-loggmg
South Afnicans to suppoft ‘Co-
satu’s 24-hour national strike on
April 30 around key outstanding
conshtutional issues, and to par-
ticipate mn the pickets and strikes
“on Aprl 267 -

Cosatu has cailed the strike to
rally support around 1its demand

thattheem loyers’lockoutdause
nghtbedmpped{mmthe
tution, a position:o the
NP, the DP and business#* *;

Shllnwa said the strike #ttion
was not directed-at the"Govern-
ment or at the ANC, but sululy at
those three opponents

He warned that further mdus—
tnial achon, which will a to
pressure the three gs,
would be announced at Werkers’
Day ralliesonMay1. - ="~

The National Gammmﬂ*rrade
Unions, wniil . decitléi dmorrow
whether to jom the 3trikes

| ey
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By Abdil Milazi
Labour Reporter

THE Congress of South African Trade
Uniong’ (Cosatu) call for a natronal strike
NEXt week in protest against the mnclision
of the Iockout clause 1n the final Constitu-
(ton has exposed the country’s political
and racial divide

Major white political parties such as
the Democratic Party (DP) and the N ation-
al Party (NP) have cnicised the action,
while progressive black organisations,
including the African National Con-
gress,Azanian  People's Orgamsation
(Azapo) and Pan Africangst Congress, cast
therr Iot with Cosatu ®

Since the begmning of negotiations
between organised laboyr and busmess at
the National Economic Development and
Labour Couneil (Nedlac) last year, Cosatu
has strongly oppused the lockmg out of
strking workers and the melusion of the
property clause 1n the Constitution

Cosatu spokeswoman Ms Nowethu

Mpatr saxd “The reason why the white
parties are Supporting big busimess’® cal] for
the mclusion of these Clauses 1n the Con-
stitution 1s that 1t 15 black people who are
aitected The economy 1s also still 1n the
hands of the white minority”

Mpau warned that the strike, which 15
Cxpected to draw mullions of black work-
ers around the country, might take more
than one day if big busmess, the DP and
NP do not change their positions on the

Azapo president Mr Mosibuds Mange-
na said victory for big business and the
White parties would undo the achieve-
ments notched up by workers over the
years

“The whites are making sure that we
remam where we gre cconomically and
socially Qurs will remain the politics of
toyi-toying and demonstrations *

Mpat1 echoed Mangena’s sentiments,
Saying “workers are stakeholders in the
cconomy The future of theyr children and
generations to come 1s at stake™
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! Call for
lockout after
Cosatu strike .
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and Tim Cohen bbﬂ,ﬁ. M, q/i-,
A PRETORIA company, Silk and Tex-
tile Industries, has called on other
compantes to join 1t 1n & planned lock-
out of Cosatu-affihated umon mem-
bers on May 3. It was reacting to the
federation’s decision ito strike next
week against a lockout clause being m-
clnded 1n the final constitution.
Meanwhile Cosatu . tried  to
strengthen 1ts ANC ally’s bargaining
position yesterday by reiterating 1ts
opposition to. th

e constitutional en-
trenchment of any form of lockout, and
-threatenéd additional labour action be-
yond Tuesday’s stayaway 1if its de-
mands were not met !
' Gauteng premier Tokyo Sexwale
' told, @ business breakfast this week
that if ‘asked, he would have advised
lahour to rather strike on May Day,
‘May 1, which 1s a paid public hohday.
He said, however that he did recognise
the nght to strike.

Cosatu general secretary Sam
Shilowa said the lockout clause was
not negotiable

Agked 1f Cosatu would oppose the
nclusion of a “defensive” lockout
clause in the constitution, similar to
that ‘which 18 mcluded n the new
I.abour Relations Act, Shilowa warned

¢ that Clogatu would not compromise on
the 1gsue. L o

Cosatu had:accepted theinclusion,

of a'defensive lockout mecharism m
_the new Labour Relations Act based on
pragthatic considerationg and the par-
‘‘tieg rélative bargamng strétigths. °

Shilows' said any intervention by
President .Nelson Mandela and NP
leader FW de Klerk to break the dead-
lock:ivould be unacceptable if Cosatu

—r——
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that the right to strike did not balance
the nght to lock out because of the
“huge inequality ;n power” between
employees and employers

the lockout became a right, the
right to strike would be neutrahsed,

Lockout(&
Continued fro W

cal
Asked abdut claimis tha Cosatu's

stayaway call would cause further n-
stability of the rand and a dechine m
mmvestor confidence, Shilowa agreed
with ANC MP Philip Dexter who said
investors who failed to subscribe to ba-
s1c rights should be told “thank you but
nothank you”

Shilowa took 1ssue with Busimess
South. Africa’s arguments that (rer-
many and Sweden specifically includ-
ed the nght to lockout 1 their Balls of
E1ght?1 Neither country 1n fact did so,

e sal

Shilowa reiterated Cosatu's claim

thus rendering collective bargammng
nothing more than collective begging,
he said.

Silk & Textile Industries wrote to
the Rosslyn Industriahsts Association
in Pretoria saying 1t would stage a lock-
out on May 3 “ to protect our right to
lock out for as long as workers have a
niht to strike”. The company asked if
other compames would “consider thas
exercise i democracy”

Cosatu and the SA Clothing and
Textile Workers' Umon rejected the

plan as a “cheap publicity stunt”

F il
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RAMAPHOSA CONFIDENT

Tssues will be regolyed

COSATU secretary-general Mr
Sam Shilowa says he is willing
to discuss calling off Tuesday's
general strike if his organisa-
tion’s demands are met.

ONSTITUTIONAL Assembly
chairman Mr Cyril Ramaphosa 15

confident that outstanding con-

stitutional 1ssues will be resolved in time
to avert a national strike on Tuesday

Ramaphosa, said in an mterview yes-
terday — the second day of the two-day
first reading debate of the Constitution
Bill — that the negotiators were also
sure they could resolve the outstanding
1ssues without the mtervention of party
leaders

However, he met President Nelson
Mandela, National Party leader and
Deputy President F W de Kierk and NP
secretary-general Mr Roelf Meyer yester-
day to discuss the possibility of conven-
ng a weekend meeting of the ANC and
+the NP 1f the 1ssues have not been
resolved by then

Ramaphosa said the outstanding
1ssues were the clauses on education
and language and the lockout clause

Earher in the day, Cosatu secretary-
general Mr Sam Shilowa told a media
conference in Cape Town he would dis-
cuss calling off the strike with Cosatu's
executive if their demands were met

Cosatu has called on workers to
stage strihes and pickets tomorrow and
to take part i a one-day nattonal strike
on Tuesday It wants the lockout clause
1n the draft constitution dropped 11 1ts
entirety.

Shilowa warned that further mdus-
trial action would be announced at May
Day rallies

25

- mm g
Pu
~ ..'- T

TR

R S
WILLING TO TALK* Cosatu secretary-
general Mr Sam Shilowa at a media
conference yesterday

Today the parties will table theur pro-
posed amendments to the constituiion
when the document goes back to the
Constitutional Assembly’s constitution-
al commuttee for consideration

The debate continued in a fiery spint
yesterday

Justice Minister Dullah Omar—

described the Bill of Rights as the most
enlightened nghts ¢ocument in the
world, and warned that the ANC would
not agree to a constitution that
entrenched prnivilege

Parties were expected to flood the
Constitutional Assembly’s administra-
tion with amendments to the bill last
might and today

Democratic Party leader Mr Tony
Leon told the assembly’s plenary yester-
day afternoon that his party would

end of the day

The Pan Africanist Congress gave
notce of at least seven

The National Party said 1ts amend-
ments would include education, the
preamble and the secunty and freedom
of the person

It would also table an amendment
on the retention of the death penalty
under certain circumstances

The ANC is expected to propose an
amendment on the language clause

The NP and Freedom Front say that
they feel particularly strongly about
education, while the DP and other par-
ties have strong views on the property
and lockout clauses 1n the Bill of
Rights

The African Christian Democratic
Party has voiced strong concern about
what 1t sees as a reduction of God in the
constitution’s preamble, as well as the
right to life clause dealing with abortion
n the Bill of Rights

A Constitutional Assembly
spokesman said yesterday 1t had been
decided to adopt a flexable approach to
accepting amendments.

The assembly’s management com-
mittee, which meets at 8am today,
would be given an 1dea of what amend-
ments had been submutted by then, but
further amendments would still be
accepted during the day

The amendments would then be dis-
cussed by the constitutional committee
until the next scheduled sitting of the
full Constitutional Assembly on Fniday
next week.

The assembly’s plenary completed
its two-day first reading debate on the
bill for the final constitution last night
— Political Staff, Sapa




By PaThRick
Political Correspondent

Cape Town - Consthtutional As-
sembly charrman Cyrid Ramapho-
sa 1 confident outstanding consti-
tuttonal 1ssues will be resolved in

time to avert, a planned national
strike on Tuesday

Ramaphosa, speaking to The
Star at Parhament during the sec-
ond day yesterday of the two-day
first reading debate on the Constr-
tutton Bill, said the negotators
were also confident of resolving
- | the outstanding 1ssues without re-
sorting to the inter-
t | venhion of
- | leaders “I ﬂlu?ka:vt}er
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"| ‘Lockout’ strike may be
averted — Ramaphosa
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be prepared to distuss calling off
the strike with Cosatu’s executive
if the trade unton federation’s de-
mands were met.

Cosatu has called on workers
to engage 1n strikes and pickets to-
morrow and take part m a one- | &,
day national strike on Tuesday

Cosatu 1s demanding that the
lockout clause contamed m the .
draft constitution be dropped in *
its entirety Both the mterim consti- 1

+.4
!

tution and the draft before the CA

allow employers to lock striking

workers out of production plants.
Shulowa warned that more in-

will resolve all is-

sues before April &
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