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Joining the Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA) in Potchefstroom in 1928, Josie Mpama
became one of its most prominent black women leaders. Based in Sophiatown in the 1930s and
1940s, she was an outspoken, independent voice in the Party on a range of issues: critiques of
CPSA policies, relationships between whites and blacks within the Party, how the CPSA should
involve itself in black politics nationally and locally, the relationship of black women with black

men in political organizations, and strategies for mobilizing black women in local protests.

Mpama spent a year in Party training at a Communist International school in Moscow in 1935-
1936. This essay draws on records she left behind that are archived at the Russian Center for the

Preservation and Study of Contemporary History in Moscow.
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