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Abstract

This paper aims to explore the impact of the new worker policies which ended up
agreeing on the formation of National Economic Development and Labour Council
(NEDLAC). The paper shall seek to analyse the operations and the political
ideological inclination of the NEDLAC as a structure. It will further look at the hot
potatoes that is the union investment arms. It will delve and interview at least two
union General Secretaries to seek to understand the influence and gains of
establishing investment arms and to what extent those have been abused by union
leaders. It will further look at the tripartite alliance policy formulation, agreements and
disagreements on economic policies. The conflicting ideologies that are held by the
tripartite alliance and how these ideologies have played themselves within the
tripartite alliance and the state. The contradictions have been played out in worker
struggles, marches and pickets to display these contradictions and disagreements.
Some have seen the now open and then closed internal tussle for power within the
ANC in particular and alliance partners in support of these contending viewpoints.
This has been translated into government economic policies, among these are the
Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP), the Growth, Employment and
Redistribution (GEAR) strategy, the Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative -
South Africa (ASGISA), the New Growth Path (NGP) and the National Development
Plan (NDP); and lately the South Africa's Economic Reconstruction and Recovery
Plan (SAERRP) or (ERRP). Lastly how these have advanced the tripartite alliance’s

programme known as the National Democratic Revolution (NDR).

Key Words: NEDLAC; unions, federation, investment arms, tripartite alliance;

government; economic policies, National Democratic Revolution (NDR).



mailto:sifisogwala@gmail.com
mailto:951051987@stu.ukzn.ac.za

